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PREFACE  TO  VOL.  I. 

Bt  tsa  LATK  Alixawpmr  Bbitton. 


The  Historical  Eecords  of  New  South  Wales  are  publlslied 
with  the  object  of  affording  the  fullest  information  obtainable 
concerning  the  foundation,  progress,  and  govemment  of  the 
mother  colony  of  Australia.  It  was  with  a  similar  purpose 
that  the  publication  wleb  commenced,  some  years  ago,  of  the 
HiSTOBT  OP  New  South  Wales  from  the  Eecords.  All  the 
material  that  the  Govemment  could  command  was  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  author  of  Vol.  I — Mr.  G.  B.  Barton — ^by  whom 
this  store  of  information  was  largely  drawn  upon.  But  when 
Vol.  II  of  the  History  was  in  course  of  preparation  it  was  con- 
sidered desirable  to  make  a  change  in  the  plan.  It  was  deter- 
mined that  while  the  publication  of  the  History  should  go  on,  the 
Becords  themselves,  with  the  exception  of  those  that  were  trivial 
or  formal,  should  be  printed  in  full,  in  separate  volumes,  so  that 
the  public  might  have,  on  the  one  hand,  a  historical  work  founded 
on  official  documents,  and  on  the  other,  the  material  upon  which 
the  narrative  had  been  based. 

The  adoption  of  this  course  serves  a  double  purpose.  In  the 
first  place,  it  enhances  the  value  of  the  History,  for  it  enables 
the  reader  to  turn  at  any  point  from  the  narrative  of  the  writer 
to  the  fuller  information  which  the  reports  and  despatches  supply. 
The  advantage  gained  by  this  treatment  of  the  official  papers  is 
obvions.     No  matter  how  faithfully  a  writer  of  history  may 
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perform  his  task^  he  cannot  cover  all  the  ground;  no  matter 
how  acutely  he  may  criticise  the  actors  who  take  part  in  the 
scenes  he  describes^  he  cannot  exhibit  them  in  so  clear  a  light 
as  they  are  shown  in  their  own  writings.  Thus  the  publication 
of  the  Records  may  be  regarded  as  desirable  from  the  historical 
point  of  view. 

In  the  second  place^  the  printing  of  the  Records  gives  immediate 
and  lasting  public  value  to  State  Papers  which  would  otherwise 
be  of  service  to  the  few — only  those,  in  fact,  who  have  leisure 
to  search  the  bulky  manuscripts  which  have  been  collected  by  the 
Government.  In  the  absence  of  printed  records,  the  inquirer 
who  endeavours  to  learn  in  what  manner  New  South  Wales  was 
founded — ^how  the  settlement  was  governed  in  the  early  days — ^by 
what  steps  it  grew — ^how  difficulties  were  encountered  and  over- 
come— ^what  mistakes  were  made,  and  how  they  were  corrected — 
by  whom  injustice  was  perpetrated,  and  in  what  way  retribution 
fell  upon  the  oppressor-— can  command  no  better  sources  of 
information  than  tradition,  and  the  accounts  of  writers  who 
had  to  make  history  from  insufficient  material.  The  publication 
of  these  Records  will  place  at  his  disposal  the  best  possible 
material,  and  enable  him  to  draw  his  own  conclusions  from  direct 
testimony. 

It  is  not  entirely  a  new  departure  that  has  been  taken.  The 
importance  of  preserving  and  reproducing  national  records  is 
recognised  in  most  civilised  countries;  especially  in  Great  Britain. 
In  earlier  times,  when  Ministers  of  the  Crown  treated  official 
despatches  as  their  private  property,  and  on  quitting  office 
carried  to  their  own  houses  manuscripts  which  belonged  to  the 
nation,  little  care  was  taken  of  the  Records,  and  such  a  thing  as 
giving  information  to  the  public  concerning  them  does  not  appear 
to  have  had  any  place  in  the  minds  of  those  in  authority.  This 
indifference  no  longer  exists.  All  public  documents  are  carefully 
preserved  ;  inventories  of  them  are  taken,  and  they  are  accurately 
described  in  printed  calendars.  With  a  few  exceptions,  the  State 
Papers  of  the  United  Kingdom  are  gathered  together  in  one 
place — the  PubKc  Record  Office,  London — and  are  kept  in  the 
custody  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  who  by  the  Public  Records 
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Act  (1  and  2  Vict.,  c.  94)  is  constituted  Keeper  of  the  Archives.* 
These  stores  of  information  are  not  simply  hoarded  up — ^they  are 
treated  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  of  general  use,  and  to  bring  within 
easy  reach  of  the  historian  the  documentary  evidence  that  he 
requires.  Large  volumes,  entitled  ''  Calendars  of  State  Papers," 
consisting  of  condensations  of  the  documents  in  the  Public 
Record  Office  and  elsewhere  from  the  days  of  Henry  VIII  to 
the  Eighteenth  Century,  are  in  course  of  publication,  while  some 
of  the  earlier  Records  are  printed  in  full. 

In  Canada  the  Records  are  scrupulously  kept,  and  their  contents 
disclosed  for  the  information  of  the  public.  In  1872  the  Dominion 
Government  appointed  an  Archivist,  and  founded  an  Archives 
Office  at  Ottawa,  where  all  the  public  records,  with  the  exception 
of  those  retained  by  the  provincial  authorities,  are  stored.  The 
papers  consist  partly  of  original  documents,  and  partly  of  copies 
of  old  despatches  and  other  manuscripts  transcribed  by  a  staff  of 
writers  from  originals  discovered  by  the  Archivist  in  the  London 
Record  Office  and  Departments  of  State,  and  in  the  archives  of 
Paris  and  other  European  cities.  From  time  to  time  reports  are 
issued  in  which  the  Records  are  described,  and  when  considered 
necessary,  printed  in  full.  In  this  manner  the  public  is  placed 
in  possession  of  information  of  the  highest  interest  and  import- 
ance relating  to  the  early  history  of  Canada  which  had  never 
before  seen  the  light. 

In  New  South  Wales,  owing  to  the  shorter  period  of  time, 
and  the  smaller  quantity  of  material  to  be  dealt  with,  it  is  possible 
to  do  what  would  be  impracticable  under  other  circumstances, 
that  is  to  say,  to  publish  in  full  the  Records  of  the  Colony  from 
its  foundation.  It  has  also  been  decided  to  publish  all  available 
correspondence  concerning  Captain  Cook  and  his  connection 
with  Australian  discovery.  The  Cook  Papers  form  Part  1  of 
Vol.  I.  Part  2  of  Vol.  I  contains  the  Records  relating  to  the 
establishment  of  the  Colony  and  its  progress  under  Governor 
Phillip. 

*  With  the  exception  of  oertaiii  manuscripts  in  the  British  Museum  and  a  few 
public  libraries,  most  of  the  public  muniments  of  the  realm  are  now  placed  in  one 
repository,  and  under  the  superrision  of  the  Master  of  the  Bolls. — Encyclopctdia 
Mriiamuiea,  ninth  edition,  toI.  zz,  p.  818. 
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When  the  settlement  at  Pcnrt  Jackaon  was  eBtablished  tHe  cHief 
authority  was  vested  in  the  Gk>vemar,  who  not  only  goyemed  the 
Colony,  bnt  administered  its  affairs.  The  civil  bosinesB  was 
conducted  nominally  by  a  staff,  but  much  of  the  work  fell  upon  the 
Governor^  who  had  to  deal  with  matters  which  would  be  settled 
in  the  present  day  by  an  ordinary  derk.  He  was  also  at  the 
head  of  the  naval  and  military  forces,  and  was  the  principal,  it 
may  almost  be  said  the  only,  channel  of  communication  between 
the  Colonial  Government  and  the  English  authorities.  The 
reasons  which  led  the  English  Government  to  plant  a  convict 
settlement  in  New  South  Wales  are  only  briefly  indicated  in  the 
scanty  papers  discovered  in  the  State  Departments ;  but  when 
the  Colony  had  been  established,  its  affairs  formed  the  subject 
of  periodical  letters  from  the  Gt)vernors,  who  wrote  fuUy  about 
the  concerns  of  the  settlement,  receiving  in  reply  despatches  for 
their  guidance  and  instruction.  Most  of  this  correspondence  has 
been  preserved  in  the  English  Departments  of  State,  either  in 
the  original  or  in  official  copies;  and  is  of  considerable  interest. 
The  despatches  are  full  of  information.  The  Governors  were 
required  by  their  Instructions  to  keep  the  Home  authorities  well 
informed  about  matters  great  and  small ;  and,  in  the  despatches 
sent  to  London,  almost  every  transaction  that  took  place  is  minutely 
described.  More  than  this,  copies  of  all  the  Proclamations  and 
Orders,  issued  by  the  Governor  and  the  military  commander,  were 
forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  English  authorities.  These 
documents  are  recorded  with  the  other  State  Papers. 

The  history  of  the  early  years  of  New  South  Wales  is  founded 
mainly  upon  the  despatches  sent  by  the  Governors  to  the  authori- 
ties in  England,  and  the  despatches  received  by  them  in  reply. 
The  Records  are  comprised  within  measurable  bounds,  and  as 
they  are  the  chief  material  out  of  which  history  must  be  made,  it 
has  been  decided  to  print  them  as  they  stand. 

This  course  has  been  adopted  on  the  recommendation  of 
a  Board,  consisting  of  the  late  Hon.  Geoffrey  Eagar,  Under 
Secretary  for  Finance  and  Trade  from  1872  to  1891 ;  Alexander 
Oliver,  M.A.,  President  of  the  Land  Appeal  Court,  and  formerly 
the  Parliamentary  Draftsman ;  Professor  G.  Arnold  Wood,  B.A., 
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CShJIIs  PvoftaBor  of  Hiatoiy.  at  the  Sydnej  XJnivBrBitjr ;  and 
B.  C.  Walker,  Principal  Librarian,  Pablic  Library,  The  Board 
kftfing  aBeertained  the  nature  of  the  documents  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Government,  came  to  the  conclnsicm  that  the  design  with 
which  the  publication  of  the  Official  History  was  commenced 
oonld  not  be  folly  carried  out  unless  the  State  Papers  and  other 
official  documents  upon  which  the  work  was  based  were  made 
as  accessible  to  the  public  as  the  History  itself.  They  therefore 
recommended,  in  the  month  of  March,  1891,  that  the  publication 
of  the  Records  was  not  only  desirable  but  necessary.  The  proposal 
received  the  approyal  of  the  then  Colonial  Treasurer^  the  Hon. 
William  McMillan,  who  gave  the  necessary  authoriiy  to  carry  out 
the  work,  on  the  lines  recommended  by  the  Board.  Arrange- 
ments were  made,  accordingly,  for  printing  and  publishing  the 
despatches,  reports,  letters  and  other  papers  which  had  been 
collected. 

While  the  best  use  has  been  made  of  the  material  at  command, 
the  Becords  of  the  early  days  of  the  Colony  cannot  be  presented 
in  an  absolutely  complete  form.  Every  paper  of  consequence  that 
has  been  discovered,  or  may  be  discovered  hereafter^  will  be 
published ;  but  unfortunately  manuscripts  of  great  interest  and 
importance,  which  are  known  to  have  existed,  cannot  now  be 
found.  The  most  valuable  of  the  early  Records  are  the  despatches 
sent  to  England  by  the  Governors^  and  the  despatches  received 
by  the  Grovemors  from  the  authorities  in  London.  At  Govern- 
ment House,  Sydney,  there  are  a  number  of  letter-books  contain- 
ing copies  of  the  despatches  sent  to  England^  and  the  original 
despatches  received  from  the  Home  authorities;  but  these  Records, 
instead  of  going  back  to  1788,  the  year  in  which  New  South  Wales 
was  founded,  begin  with  1800.  Of  the  despatches  received  and 
sent  before  that  date,  during  the  Governorships  of  Phillip  and 
Hunter,  and  the  Lieutenant-Governorships  of  Grose  and  Paterson, 
there  is  no  trace.  What  has  become  of  them  it  is  impossible  to 
say.  A  hundred  years  ago  State  Papers  were  not  so  carefully 
guarded  as  they  are  now ;  the  English  system  was  loose,  and  it 
would  have  been  surprising  if  greater  care  had  been  taken  in 
Sydney  than  in  London.    Some  of  the  early  Australian  Governors 
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may  have  taken  their  papers  witli  them  when  they  left  office.  On 
that  snpposition  the  disappearance  of  the  despatches  from  1788 
to  1800  is  readily  explained ;  but  even  then  the  whole  case  is  not 
met,  for  pnblic  Records  of  which  the  Governors  were  not  the 
custodians  are  also  missing. 

There  are  circumstances,  however,  which  discourage  the  view 
that  Governors'  despatches  in  the  early  days  were  treated  as 
the  property  of  those  to  whom  they  were  sent.  It  is  certain  that 
they  were  not  so  treated  by  Governor  King,  and  there  seems  to 
be  no  reason  why  Phillip  and  Hunter,  Grose  and  Paterson,  should 
have  followed  a  different  practice.  We  have  the  means  of  know- 
ing exactly  the  course  pursued  by  Hunter's  immediate  successor. 
The  Hon.  Philip  Gidley  King,  M.L.C.,  has  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Government  the  books  and  papers  left  by  his  grandfather. 
Governor  King ;  but,  while  these  manuscripts  include  copies  of 
most,  if  not  all,  of  the  despatches  received  by  King  from  the 
English  Ministers  and  Under-Secretaries  of  State,  no  originals 
are  to  be  found.  The  despatches  have  been  copied  into  letter- 
books,  some  by  King  himself,  some  by  his  secretary ;  but,  while 
many  unofficial  letters  to  King  are  among  the  papers,  the  originals 
of  the  Home  despatches  are  wanting.  The  inference  is  plain. 
If  Eang  had  at  any  time  regarded  the  English  despatches  as  his 
own  property,  he  would  not  have  gone  to  the  trouble  of  copying 
them,  and  the  originals  would  have  been  found  among  his 
papers.  He  was  exceedingly  careful  about  his  correspondence, 
preserving  communications  of  all  kinds,  whether  trivial  or  im- 
portant, but  duplicating  nothing.  When  an  original  document  is 
met  with  there  is  no  copy.  And  the  manuscripts  at  Government 
House  show  that  when  King  relinquished  the  government  he  left 
the  originals  of  the  English  despatches  in  the  office.  If  in  doing 
so  he  acted  in  accordance  with  the  recognised  practice,  the  pre- 
sumption is  that  his  predecessors — Governors  Phillip  and  Hunter, 
and  Lieutenant-Governors  Grose  and  Paterson — treated  in  the 
same  way  the  despatches  received  by  them. 

What  then  has  become  of  these  manuscripts  f  Most  probably 
they  have  been  destroyed ;  but  by  whom,  or  with  what  object, 
can  only  be  conjectured.    That  the  missing  despatches  met  with 
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tills  &t6  is  the  more  likely  from  the  fact  previously  stated-— 
that  pablic  Records  of  corresponding  dates,  for  which  the  Gov- 
emors  were  not  responsible,  have  also  disappeared.  A  strong- 
room in  the  Colonial  Secretary's  Office,  Sydney,  contains  all  the 
original  Records  of  New  South  Wales  that  can  be  found  in  the 
Colony.  These  papers  have  been  examined  and  scheduled,  and 
it  may  be  seen  at  a  glance  of  what  they  consist.  They  begin  with 
a  General  Order,  dated  7th  August,  1789,  "Instructions  to  the 
Night  Watch."  Two  other  Orders  of  no  particular  importance 
follow,  and  these  are  all  out  of  the  many  hundreds  issued  during 
Phillip's  Governorship  that  appear  to  have  been  preserved.  There 
is  only  one  official  paper  of  the  time  in  which  Lieutenant-Governor 
Grose  ruled — ^December,  1792,  to  December,  1794;  and  none 
whatever  belonging  to  the  administration  of  Ideutenant-Govemor 
Paterson — ^December,  1794,  to  September,  1795.  Hunter's 
Governorship,  which  covered  more  than  five  years — 11th  Septem- 
ber, 1795,  to  27th  September,  1800 — is  represented  by  one  book 
containing  copieis  of  the  Orders  made  from  September,  1795,  to 
December,  1797,  and  five  or  six  papers  of  minor  importance. 
Papers  belonging  to  the  King  period,.  1800  to  1806,  are  more 
numerous ;  but  the  Records  are  scanty  and  intermittent  until  the 
term  of  Governor  Macquarie  is  reached — January,  1810.  No 
despatches  to  or  from  any  of  the  Governors  or  Lieutenant* 
Governors  have  been  preserved  in  this  Office.  The  only  manu- 
scripts  of  this  class  in  Sydney  are  preserved  at  Government  House. 

The  Records,  so  far  as  Sydney  is  concerned,  are  thus  defective 
in  two  respects.  In  the  first  place,  the  despatches  from  the 
foundation  of  the  Colony  up  to  the*  beginning  of  1800  are 
wanting;  in  the  second  place,  the  Orders,  Proclamations,  and 
other  official  papers  showing  how  authority  was  exercised  in  the 
early  ^ys  are  found  only  in  fragments — in  fact,  they  can 
scarcely  be  said  to  exist. 

But  for  the  active  search  made  in  London  by  Mr.  James 
Bonwick,  F.R.G.S.,  the  early  Records  of  New  South  Wales 
would  have  been  little  better  than  a  blank.  The  despatches  sent 
to  England  by  the  Governors,  as  well  as  the  despatches  and 
letters  transmitted  to  them,  h&ve   been  preserved,  if  not  as 
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completely  as  conld  have  been  wished^  yet  to  a  very  large  extent,  m 
the  Departments  of  State.  These  departments  have  been  thrown 
open  to  the  Gk>yemment9  and  the  transcriptions  that  have  been 
made  repair,  so  &r  as  it  can  be  repaired,  the  loss  of  the  early 
Colonial  Becords. 

The  examination  of  these  yalnable  sources  of  information  was 
commenced  in  April,  1887,  when  the  then  Colonial  Secretary, 
Sir  Henry  Parkes,  through  the  Agent-Qeneral,  authorized  Mr. 
Bonwick  to  make  copies  of  certain  despatches  which  he  had  dis- 
covered. In  the  following  year,  in  view  of  the  publication  of  the 
History  of  Niw  South  Walbs  from  the  Records,  authority  was 
given  for  the  transcription  of  documents  relating  to  the  period 
during  which  Governor  Phillip  was  at  the  head  of  affairs,  i.e. 
1788-1792.  The  information  obtained  in  this  way  proved  so 
interesting  and  valuable  that  Mr.  Bonwick  was  instructed  to  con- 
tinue his  researches  among  the  early  Records  of  the  Colony,  and 
the  work  has  since  gone  on  without  interruption.  The  manuscript 
Records  were  not  readily  accessible ;  they  had  to  be  gathered  from 
many  departments.  The  Governors  in  the  early  days  were  not 
only  responsible  to  the  Home  Office,  but,  as  naval  officers,  they  also 
owed  allegianceio  the  Admiralty,  consequently  they  had  to  corres- 
pond with  the  Home  Secretary  and  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  with  the  Under-Secretaries  of  those  departments. 
Each  department  and  sub-department  kept  two  letter-books,  one 
for  the  Minister  and  the  other  for  the  Under-Secretary,  so  that  it 
was  necessary  to  examine  four  different  sources  of  information  for 
the  purpose  of  discovering  what  had  passed  between  the  Governors 
and  the  English  authorities. 

In  dealing  with  the  Records  belonging  to  a  still  earlier  period — 
that  in  which  the  establishment  of  a  settlement  in  New  South 
Wales  was  discussed — the  ground  to  be  covered  was  wider  still, 
though  not  so  productive.  In  making  preparations  for  the  des- 
patch of  the  First  Fleet  many  departments  and  sub-departments 
were  engaged — ^the  Home  Office,  which  had  general  direction  of 
the  business;  the  Admiralty,  which  undertook  the  equipment  and 
officering  of  the  ships,  and  the  appointment  of  the  force  of  marines 
which  guarded  the  transports  and  formed  the  garrison  at  Port 
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JadDBMm ;  tite  Treasoiyy  which  mftde  thd  financial  axrangeiiients ; 
theTnaflportOffice,  whieh  had  to  do  with  the  convict^hipe;  and 
the  YictadUiiig  Department,  which  pixmaioned  the  fleet.  When 
the  marines  were  replaced  by  the  special  corps  raised  by  Major 
,  Grose,  known  afterwards  as  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  another 
Department  of  State,  that  of  War,  was  brought  into  operation ; 
and,  acoordin^y,  correspondence  between  that  Department  and 
tiie  Home  Office,  and  between  the  officials  at  the  War  Office  and 
the  officers  of  the  Corps,  took  its  place  amongst  the  Records. 
Three  of  the  transports  which,  wiidi  the  warship  Sirius  and  its 
tender  the  Supply,  constituted  the  First  Fleet,  were  under  char- 
ter to  the  East  India  Company  to  take  cargoes  of  tea  from  China 
to  London,  after  landing  convicts  and  stores  at  Port  Jackson ; 
and,  at  a  subsequent  stage,  the  Company,  in  its  opposition  to 
Australian  trade  with  the  East,  figured  largely  in  the  official 
correspondence  relating  to  New  South  Wales.  The  Beeords  of 
the  India  Office  are  therefore  another  source  of  information. 

The  transcripts  which  have  been  despatched  to  Sydney  are 
thus  gathered  from  a  wide  field,  embracing  as  it  does  ihe  Public 
Becord  Office,  the  British  Museum,  the  Home  Office,  the  Colonial 
Office,  the  War  Office,  the  Privy  Council  Office,  the  Admiralty, 
the  India  Office,  and  Somerset  House.  The  documents  had  to 
be  searched  for,  and  the  work  was  not  without  difficulty,  owing 
to  the  imperfect  and  unsystematic  way  in  which  official  records 
were  kept  in  the  early  days.  Some  documents — ^the  earlier  Orders 
and  Proclamations,  for  example — cannot  be  found  at  all ;  others, 
which  were  believed  to  be  missing,  such  as  the  Commissions  of 
the  early  Governors,  have  been  discovered  in  the  Home  Office, 
after  a  patient  search,  in  which  valuable  assistance  was  given 
by  the  officers  of  the  department.  A  number  of  the  despatches 
copied  by  the  transcribers  in  London  escaped  notice  in  ihe  first 
instance  because  they  had  been  placed  amongst  papers  relating 
to  the  American  colonies. 

While  the  principal  storehouse  of  facts  concerning  the  early 
days  of  the  Colony  is  the  Public  Becord  Office  and  the  Depart- 
ments of  State  in  London,  information  has  been  obtained  from 
other  sources.      Six  years  ago  the  Agent-Oeneral,   Sir  Saul 
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Samuel^  acting  under  instructions  from  the  GoYemment  at 
Sydney^  purchased  from  Lord  Braboume  a  valuable  collection 
of  papers  relating  to  the  settlement  of  New  South  Wales.  They 
were  once  known  as  ''The  Braboume  Papers'*;  they  are  now 
known  as  *'  The  Banks  Papers/*  The  grandfather  of  the  present 
Lord  Braboume  was  related  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  and,  in  that 
way,  the  papers  came  into  the  possession  of  the  Braboume  family. 
Sir  Joseph  Banks,  as  pointed  out  in  Vol.  I  of  the  History  op 
New  South  Wales  prom  the  Records,  took  an  active  part  in  the 
consultations  and  negotiations  which  led  to  the  settlement  of  the 
Colony;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  his  representations, 
founded  upon  what  he  saw  of  the  country  during  his  visit  to 
Botany  Bay  with  Captain  Cook  in  the  Endeavour,  did  a  great  deal 
towards  bringing  about  the  settlement  of  New  South  Wales. 
After  the  Colony  had  been  established  he  watched  its  fortunes 
with  a  parental  eye,  and  the  deep  interest  which  he  took  in  its 
welfare  is  shown  by  the  correspondence  that  has  come,  through 
Lord  Brabourne,  into  the  possession  of  the  Government  of 
New  South  Wales.  These  manuscripts  are  apparently  only  a 
part  of  the  papers  that  Sir  Joseph  kept  with  regard  to  this 
Colony.  The  ''Banks  Papers"  were  discovered  by  accident  in 
Sir  Joseph  Banks^s  old  house  in  Soho  Square,  but  these  manu- 
scripts are  only  a  portion  of  the  correspondence  which  Sir 
Joseph  had  with  English  Ministers,  and  with  Australian  Gover- 
nors, settlers,  and  explorers.  Many  of  his  manuscripts  relating 
to  Australian  affairs  have  been  lost  or  destroyed.  The  papers 
begin  with  four  letters  from  Captain  Cook  (originals),  and  go 
up  to  1814,  six  years  before  Sir  Joseph's  death.  The  absence 
of  letters  to  or  from  Phillip,  with  whom  Sir  Joseph  Banks 
corresponded,  the  fact  that  there  are  no  manuscripts  of  later 
date  than  1814,  and  other  considerations,  indicate  that  the  col- 
lection, precious  as  it  is,  is  only  the  remnant  of  a  large  store  of 
papers  relating  to  the  foundation  and  settlement  of  New  South 
Wales. 

The  manuscripts  of  Governor  King,  referred  to  on  page  x, 
which  have  been  lent  to  the  Government  by  the  Hon.  Philip 
Gidley  King,  M.L.C.,  are  extensive  and  important.     They  con- 
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sist  of  a  Journal,  in  two  volumes,  kept  partly  on  board  the 
Sirius*  on  the  voyage  from  England  to  Botany  Bay  with  the 
First  Fleet  of  Transports,  and  partly  at  Norfolk  Island,  where 
King  acted  as  Commandant  and  Superintendent  from  March, 
1788,  to  March,  1790,  under  a  Commission  issued  by  Phillip  as 
Governor  of  New  South  Wales  and  its  Dependencies ;  a  letter- 
book,  containing  copies  of  despatches  received  and  sent  both 
during  King's  term  as  Commandant  and  during  his  subsequent 
command  as  Lieutenant-Governor,  under  Commission  from  the 
Crown,  from  November,  1791,  to  October,  1796;  four  letter- 
books,  kept  during  his  term  as  Governor  of  New  South  Wales, 
from  September,  1800,  to  August,  1806 ;  and  original  letters  and 
despatches,  extending  from  1799  to  1811.  It  should  be  pointed 
out  with  regard  to  the  despatches  recorded  in  the  letter-books 
that  King  during  his  first  term  at  Norfolk  Island  corresponded 
with  Governor  Phillip,  from  whom  he  derived  his  authority; 
while  during  his  Lieutenant-Governorship  at  Norfolk  Island  and 
his  Governorship  at  Sydney  he  was  in  direct  communication  with 
the  Home  Office  and  other  Departments  of  State  in  England. 
While  acting  as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Norfolk  Island,  from 
November,  1791,  to  October,  1796,  King  wrote  a  Second  Journal, 
a  copy  of  which  is  amongst  the  transcripts  sent  from  England  to 
the  Government  in  Sydney. 

As  the  papers  given  in  these  volumes  form  the  basis  of  the 
History  op  New  South  Wales  from  the  Records,  which  is  pub- 
lished concurrently,  they  are  presented  without  comment,  and 
without  any  attempt  to  explain  the  story  they  tell.  The  proper 
place  for  description,  analysis,  and  comment  is  the  History  itself. 
The  Records  are  given  here  as  they  were  found,  and  they  speak 
for  themselves.  Where  it  has  been  considered  necessary  to  ex- 
plain the  relation  of  papers  to  each  other,  or  to  give  information 
concerning  persons  and  places,  as  an  aid  to  the  reader  in  studying 
the  Records,  the  Editor  has  written  the  necessary  notes,  which 
are  printed  at  the  foot  of  the  page,  but  no  alteration  of  the  text 
has  been  made  in  any  case.  Errors  of  composition  and  spelling 
are  allowed  to  go  without  correction ;  in  a  word,  the  Records  as 

*  King  came  out  to  New  South  Wales  as  Second  Lieutenant  of  the  Sinus. 
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printed  are  literal  transcripts  of  the  originals.  This  is  the  plan 
now  generally  adopted  in  the  reproduction  of  manuscripts;  indeed 
no  other  course  could  be  pursued  without  mutilating  the  originals. 
The  papers  are  arranged  in  chronological  order^  except  where  a 
despatch  of  a  given  date  contains  enclosures  of  earlier  dates ;  and 
a  comprehensive  Index  is  given  with  each  volume. 

It  will  be  noticed  in  examining  the  Records  from  1783  to  1789 
that  duplicates  are  given  of  some  of  the  documents  printed  in 
Vol.  I  of  the  HiSTOBT  of  New  South  Wales  from  the  Bbcobds. 
It  was  impossible  to  avoid  this  repetition.  The  Becords  stand  by 
themselves^  and  they  must  be  given  intact.  For  this  reason^  the 
documents  published  in  Vol.  I  of  the  History  have  been  reprinted ; 
in  future  issues,  however,  repetitions  will  not  occur.  In  the  His- 
torical Records  will  be  found  the  full  text  of  the  papers ;  in  the 
History  they  will  be  digested  and  explained.  The  writer  of  VoL  I 
made  such  use  of  the  manuscripts  as  the  space  at  his  disposal 
allowed ;  the  broader  plan  now  adopted  gives  the  facts  in  one  set 
of  volumeB  and  the  historical  narrative  in  another.  In  thiB  way 
the  full  Becords  will  appear  in  print,  while  the  History  will  not 
be  burdened  by  long  extracts  and  quotations.  It  is  believed  that 
by  the  adoption  of  this  course  the  convenience  of  the  reader  will 
be  consulted,  and  the  object  which  the  Government  has  in  view 

carried  into  efEect. 

ALEXANDEB  BBITTON. 
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The  Records  published  in  this  Volume  comprise  the  State 
Papers  and  other  documents  having  reference  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Government  of  New  South  Wales  by  Captain 
John  Hunter,  R.N. 

As  might  be  expected.  Governor  Hunter  is  the  central  figure. 
His  despatches  to  the  Home  Government  are  numerous  and 
lengthy,  and  form  in  themselves  a  fairly  complete  record  of  the 
public  affairs  of  the  Colony  during  his  period  of  power. 

John  Hunter's  career  in  the  Navy,  prior  to  his  appointment  to 
H.M.S.  Sirius,  had  been  somewhat  uneventful.  Bom  at  Leith, 
on  29th  August,  1737,*  he  entered  the  Navy  as  captain's 
servant  in  May,  1754.  In  1755  and  1756  he  served,  first 
as  an  able  seaman,  and  subsequently  as  a  midshipman,  and 
although  he  passed  his  examination  at  the  Navy  Office  for  a 
lieutenant  in  February,  1760,  and  had,  according  to  one  authority, 
"  acquired  as  great  a  share  of  professional  knowledge  as  was  to 
be  found  in  the  generality  of  young  men  at  his  time  of  life,"t 
it  was  not  until  1780  that  he  received  his  Commission.  Hunter 
was  then  43  years  of  age,  and  had  served  as  midshipman  (1756 
to  1764),  master's  mate  (1764  to  1767),  and  master  (1767  to 
1780)  in  almost  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 

*  With  hsrdlv  an  exception,  Hunter's  biographers  have  given  the  date  of  his 
birth  as  September,  1738.  The  following  is  the  entry  in  the  re^ster  of  births  and 
baptisms,  still  extant,  in  the  parish  of  Sonth  Leith  :—'*  William  Hunter,  ship- 
master in  Leith,  and  Helen  Drummond,  his  spouse,  had  a  son,  John,  bom  29th 
August,  and  baptized  1st  September,  1737,  with  Archbald  Cameron,  land-waiter 
there,  and  William  Hunter  Taylor,  burgess,  of  Eklge."  The  same  register  contains 
entries  of  the  birth  of  Hunter's  three  sisters,  Janet,  Agnes,  and  Margaret,  and  hi^ 
two  brothers  James  and  Archibald. 

t  Naval  CJironide,  vol.  vi,  p.  353. 
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The  first  action  of  any  importance  in  which  he  took  part 
was  the  Expedition  against  Rochefort  (1757),  under  Sir  Charles 
Knowles.  In  1759  he  served  under  Sir  Charles  Saunders  at  the 
reduction  of  Quebec,  and  in  1776  Lord  Howe  offered  him  the 
post  of  master*  of  his  flagship,  the  Eagle,  in  which  the  Admiral 
was  setting  out  to  assume  the  chief  command  of  the  North 
American  station.  Hunter  accepted  the  post,  and  so  distinguished 
himself  in  navigating  the  vessels  of  the  fleet  up  the  Delaware 
and  Chesapeake  and  in  the  defence  of  Sandy  Hook,  that  upon 
returning  to  England  Lord  Howe  recommended  him  strongly  for 
promotion,  stating  that  Hunter,  '^  from  his  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence in  all  the  branches  of  his  profession,  was  justly  entitled  to 
the  character  of  a  distinguished  officer/'  No  notice,  however, 
was  taken  of  Lord  Howe's  recommendation;  but  a  few  years 
afterwards,  when  serving  in  the  West  Indies  under  Sir  G-eorge 
Rodney,  that  Admiral  gave  Hunter  a  conunission  as  lieutenant, 
and  it  was  confirmed  by  the  Admiralty. 

From  this  period  Hunter's  promotion  was  rapid.  In  1782  we 
find  him  first  lieutenant  of  the  Victory,  the  vessel  of  his  patron. 
Lord  Howe,  and  in  November  of  the  same  year  he  was  appointed 
to  the  command  of  the  Marquis  de  Seignelay. 

The  Peace  of  Paris  in  1 783  put  an  end  to  naval  promotion  for 
the  time  being ;  but  Lord  Howe,  who  had  accepted  the  office  of 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  did  not  forget  his  protege,  and 
when  the  scheme  for  transporting  convicts  to  New  South  Wales 
was  decided  upon,  he  promoted  Hunter  to  the  rank  of  post- 
captain,  and  appointed  him  second  captain  of  the  Sinus  under 
Governor  PhilHp. 

The  voyage  of  the  Sirius  to  New  South  Wales,  and  Hunter's 
movements  up  to  the  wreck  of  the  Sirius  at  Norfolk  Island,  as 
well  as  his  voyage  to  England,  have  already  been  dealt  with  in 
previous  volumes. 

Upon  his  return  to  England  an  inquiry  was  held  by  the 
Admiralty  into  the  cause  of  the  wreck  of  the  Sirius,  and  Hunter 
and  his  officers  were  honorably  acquitted. 

*  The  master  ranked  with,  bnt  was  subordinate  in  command  to,  the  lieutenants. 
He  was  entrusted  with  the  navigation  of  the  vessel  under  the  immediate  directions 
of  the  captain.  The  office  has  been  abolished,  and  the  duties  are  now  performed 
by  the  *' navigating  lieutenant." 
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When  it  became  known  that  Goyernor  Phillip's  he^tlth  would 
not  admit  of  his  return  to  the  Colony^  Hunter^  then  serving  as  a 
Tolnnteer  oaptain  on  Lord  Howe's  flagship^  the  Queen  Charlotte^ 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas^  in  which 
he  alluded  to  his  services  in  the  Colony  and  bis  knowledge  of  its. 
requirements,  and  applied  for  the  position  of  Governor.*  This, 
letter  was  backed  up  J)y  one  from  Lord  Howe  to  the  Earl  of 
Chatham,  advocating  in  the  strongest  terms  Hunter's  claims.^ 
These  letters  were  written  in  October,  1793.  The  next  allusion 
to  the  matter  which  the  Records  contain  is  a  letter  dated  4th 
January,  1794,  from  Hunter  to  Under-Secretary  Nepean,J  in- 
quiring when  he  would  be  appointed  to  the  Governorship,  ''  as  I 
shall  have  to  do  much  to  prepcure  myself  for  the  voyage.'^  The 
order  for  making  out  his  Commission  was  dated  23rd  January, 
1794.  The  official  notification  of  the  appointment  appeared  in 
the  London^  Gazette  of  5th  February,  1794;  and  his  Commission 
passed  the  Great  Seal  on  the  following  day. 

The  Reliance  and  Supply  were  put  into  Commission  in  March, 
1794,  but  it  was  not  until  Februaary,  1795,  that  they  sailed, 
arriving  at  Teneriffe  4th  March,  Rio  de  Janeiro  6th  May,  and 
Sydney  on  7th  September  of  the  same  year. 

Hunter's  difficulties  commenced  as  soon  as  he  assumed  office. 
When  he  accepted  the  position  he  looked  forward  to  a  life  of 
dignity  and  ease,  but  it  was  not  long  before  he  was  '^  awakened 
from  that  dream  of  comfort  and  satisfaction,  the  prospect  of 
which  I  had  so  vainly  indulged." §  In  his  first  letter  to  the 
Duke  of  Portland  he  complained  that  there  was  scarcely  a  pound 
of  salt  provisions  in  the  store,  and  that  the  Colony  was  "  destitute 
of  every  kind  of  tool  used  in  agriculture." || 

A  few  weeks  afterwards  he  complained  that  the  military  force 
was  insufficient,1f  that  there  was  not  a  barn,  granary,  or  store- 
house,** and  that  he  was  so  short  of  convict  labourers  that  he 
could  not  carry  on  necessary  public  works.  Fully  a  thousand  more 
male  convicts  were  required.tt    In  fact,  he  assured  the  Duke  of 

*  VoL  ii,  p.  73.     Hunter  was  preaeut  on  Lord  Howe's  flagship  at  the  celebmted 
engagement  off  Ushant,  on  let  June)  1794. 

t  lb.,  p.  74.  X  lb.,  p.  101.  §  Post,  p.  674.  ||  Vol.  ii,  p.  318. 

^  lb.,  p.  329.  ••  Poet,  p.  75.  ft  V<d.  ii.,  p.  328. 
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Portland  that  when  he  landed  he  could  '^  scarcely  call  together 
twenty  for  any  public  purpose  at  Sydney/^*  so  entirely  had  they 
been  absorbed  by  the  military  and  civil  officers  and  the  principal 
citizens. 

In  December,  1795,  he  informed  the  authorities  in  London  that 
he  had  not  an  article  of  clothing  in  the  stores,  and  that  the  people 
were  nearly  naked. f  In  November  of  the  following  year  a  supply 
was  received  from  England,  but  this  was  soon  exhausted,  and  in 
September,  1798,  the  people  were,  ^Hiterally  speaking,  nearly 
naked,  and  great  numbers  without  a  bed  or  blanket  to  lie  upon."  J 
In  a  private  letter  to  the  Under-Secretary  of  the  Home  Depart- 
ment Hunter  beseeched  him  to  recollect  that  "  the  whole  Colony 
are  actually  naked," §  and  complained  of  the  anxiety  he  suffered 
from  hourly  petitions  which  he  was  powerless  to  comply  with. 
No  supplies  arrived  ;  on  the  other  hand,  while  the  people  were 
''  working  in  the  fields  and  other  places,  literally  as  naked  as 
the  natives  of  the  country,"  ||  the  transports  Granges,  Britannia, 
Barwell,  and  Hillsborough  entered  the  Heads  with  cargoes  of 
convicts,  who  had  been  shipped  from  England  with  nothing  but 
the  clothes  in  which  they  stood.  In  one  instance,  out  of  three 
hundred  convicts  embarked,  ninety-five  died  on  the  passage  out, 
and  the  remainder  were  landed  in  the  middle  of  winter  with 
nothing  to  cover  them  but  the  fever  infected  rags  in  which  they 
had  made  the  long  and  tedious  voyage  from  England. 

One  of  Hunter's  greatest  embarrassments  arose  from  the  number 
of  convicts  whose  terms  of  transportation  had  expired,  and  who 
were  consequently  under  no  governmental  control  whatever.  Of 
these,  a  number  hung  about  the  settlements  procuring  a  more  or 
less  precarious  living  by  casual  labour  for  the  officers  or  farmers. 
Others  betook  themselves  to  the  woods,  some  living  in  bands, 
others  herding  with  the  natives.  In  time,  these  embryotic  bush- 
rangers became  the  scourge  of  the  outlying  districts,  living  by 
pillaging  the  homesteads  of  the  industrious  settlers.  In  June, 
1797,  there  were  no  less  than  seven  hundred  men  whose  sentences 
had  expired,  and  who  supported  themselves  without  Government 
aid.T     It  must  not,  of  course,  be  concluded  from  this  that  the 
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expirees^  as  a  class^  reverted  to  their  criminal  practices.  A  large 
number  of  them  became  enterprising  and  industrious  farmers,  to 
whose  efforts  the  extension  of  the  settlement  under  Hunter  was 
largely  due ;  in  fact,  it  is  evident  that  when  Hunter  assumed 
command  the  emancipists  and  expirees  were  becoming  an  im- 
portant factor  in  the  population  of  the  Colony.  Together  with 
the  settlers  from  the  marines,  they  received  every  encouragement 
from  the  Government  in  the  shape  of  grants  of  land,  live  stock, 
implements  and  stores,  and  an  undertaking  on  the  part  of 
Government  to  purchase  their  grain  when  garnered.* 

Before  Governor  Hunter  had  been  long  in  the  Colony,  he  had 
reason  to  complain  of  the  violent  and  mutinous  conduct  of  the 
soldiery.  The  climax  appears  to  have  been  reached  in  February, 
1796,  when  the  part  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  off  duty  at 
Sydney,  made  a  raid  upon  the  house  of  the  foreman  of  carpenters, 
who  had  caused  one  of  their  comrades  to  be  arrested.  After 
severely  maltreating  the  carpenter,  they  razed  his  house  to  the 
ground  and  destroyed  all  his  furniture.  Governor  Hunter  im- 
mediately called  upon  the  Corps  to  surrender  the  ringleaders,  and 
issued  warrants  for  the  apprehension  of  four  of  the  soldiers  who 
were  known  to  have  taken  part  in  the  outrage.  He  wrote  to 
the  commanding  officer.  Captain  Paterson,  dilating  upon  the 
apparent  disposition  of  the  military  to  hold  in  contempt  the  civil 
power,  and  declared  their  conduct  in  this  instance  to  be  "  the 
most  violent  and  outrageous  that  was  ever  heard  of  by  any  British 
regiment  whatever.^' t  But  before  the  warrants  were  executed  Cap- 
tain John  Macarthur  waited  on  the  Governor,  and  in  the  name  of 
the  offending  members  of  the  Corps  expressed  their  contrition 
and  their  willingness  to  indemnify  the  sufferer,  and  Hunter,  some- 
what weakly,  withdrew  the  warrants.  The  Duke  of  Portland, 
commenting  on  this  act  of  leniency,  remarked  that  he  "could  not 
well  imagine  anything  like  a  justifiable  excuse  for  not  bringing 
the  four  soldiers  who  were  deposed  against  to  a  court-martial, 
and  punishing  them  with  the  utmost  severity.''^ 

When  reporting  the  circumstances  of  the  outrage  to  the  British 
Government,  Hunter  seized  the  opportunity  to  inveigh  against 
the  manner  in  which  the  Corps  had  been  recruited.    He  declared 
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that  amongst  the  soldiers  were  to  be  found  men  "  superior  in 
every  species  of  infamy  to  the  most  expert  in  wickedness  amongst 
the  convicts/'*  There  is,  however,  no  evidence  to  show  that  the 
privates  of  the  Now  South  Wales  Corps  were  any  worse  than  the 
average  British  soldier  of  the  day.  The  system  of  recruiting  was 
the  same  in  both  cases,  and  Major  Grose,  who  had  considerable 
experience  in  raising  forces  in  England,  assured  the  Secretary  of 
War  that  ^^  the  men,  in  general,  conduct  themselves  since  under 
my  command  with  the  greatest  propriety,  and  I  am  happy  to  say 
give  constant  satisfaction  to  both  Army  and  Navy  that  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  them.^t 

It  will  be  noticed  that  Hunter  did  not  include  the  officers  in 
his  sweeping  denunciation ;  they,  he  admitted,  were  powerless  to 
prevent  the  soldiers  from  fraternising  with  imfamous  characters^ 
to  which  he  attributed  their  turbulent  tendencies.  He  suggested 
that  they  should  be  relieved  once  in  three,  four,  or  five  years,  as 
other  garrisons  were,  and  in  all  probability  had  this  advice  been 
acted  upon  the  disturbances  which  culminated  in  the  deposition 
of  Governor  Bligh  would  not  have  occurred.  But,  although  Hunter 
exonerated  the  officers  in  this  particular,  in  another  respect  he 
held  them  to  a  great  extent  responsible  for  the  '^  confusion,  dis- 
order, and  licentiousness  "j:  of  which  he  so  constantly  complained 
in  his  despatches. 

The  system  introduced  by  Lieutenant-Governor  Grose  of  pur- 
chasing the  produce  of  officers'  farms,  while  it  helped  the  Govern- 
ment to  tide  over  many  a  period  of  scarcity,  was  the  indirect 
cause  of  incalculable  mischief.  Confined  at  first  to  the  purchase 
of  wheat  or  maize,  the  system  gradually  extended  until  many 
of  the  officers  appear  to  have  paid  almost  as  much  attention 
to  the  interchange  of  goods  as  they  did  to  their  professional 
duties.  Hunter  complained  frequently  and  bitterly  to  the  Govern- 
ment on  this  point.  Writing  on  the  1st  June,  1797,  he  remarked 
that  "  this  spirit  for  trade,  which  I  must  ever  consider  in  the 
manner  it  is  carried  on  here  to  be  highly  disgraceful  to  men  who 
hold  in  their  hand  a  Commission  signed  by  His  Majesty,  has  been 
carried  so  far  that  it  has  now  reached  all  the  inferior  appoint- 
ments, so  that  it  has  absorbed  all  their  time  and  attention,  and 
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the  public  duty  of  their  respectiye  offices  are  entirely  neglected^ 
to  the  no  small  injury  of  His  Majesty^s  Service."*  On  the  10th 
January^  1798^  he  returned  again  to  the  subject^  assuring  the 
Dnke  of  Portland  that  '^unless  some  mode  is  established  for 
putting  an  e&ctual  stop  to  the  trading  of  the  officers  and  others^ 
and  consequently  to  the  immence  prices  from  time  to  time  im- 
posed upon  the  articles  in  requisition^  instead  of  our  cultiyation 
increasing^  I  fear  we  shall  raise  less  grain  every  year.  The 
settlers  are  so  frequently  ruined,  their  crops  mortgaged,  their 
persons  imprisoned,  and  their  families  beggared/'t 

It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  while  Hunter's  despatches  to  the 
Duke  of  Portland  and  to  Under  Secretary.  King  contain  repeated 
complaints  of  the  servants  of  the  Crown,  military  and  civil, 
engaging  in  trade,  and  even  trafficking  in  spirits,  yet  we  look  in 
vain  for  any  Public  Order  or  Proclamation  in  which  the  most 
distant  allusion  was  made  to  the  subject.  The  practice  of  retailing 
spirits  in  unlicensed  houses,  the  interchange  of  grain  for  spirits, 
and  the  erection  of  stills  were  prohibited  under  the  severest 
penalties;  but  nowhere  do  we  find  any  distinct,  specific  order, 
such  as  we  might  expect,  that  "  no  officer,  civil  or  military,  shall 
be  allowed  to  engine  in  trade." 

Wearied,  at  length,  of  Hunter's  reiterated  complaints  that  the 
difficulties  he  had  to  contend  with,  and  the  depravity  and  poverty 
of  the  lower  orders,  were  directly  traceable  to  the  spirit  traffic, 
the  Duke  of  Portland  informed  him,  plainly,  that  the  remedy  lay 
in  his  own  hands ;  that  '^  it  is  certainly  within  your  power,  as 
well  as  it  is  your  duty,  to  prohibit,  by  the  most  positive  orders, 
all  officers  of  the  Government,  civil  or  military,  from  selling  any 
spirituous  liquors  to  the  convicts  or  settlers. "f 

So  universal  had  the  practice  of  officers  engaging  in  trade 
become,  that  in  June,  1798,  an  agreement  §  was  entered  into  by 
the  whole  of  the  military  officers  and  some  of  the  principal  inhabit- 
ants of  the  Colony  to  act  as  factors  in  regard  to  shipments  of 
goods  imported  into  the  Colony  by  private  speculators.  By  this 
agreement  an  undertaking  was  entered  into  to  elect  two  officers, 

•  Post,  p.  212.  +  lb.,  p.  346.  t  lb.,  p.  490. 

§  The  tenns  of  this  agreement  will  be  found  on  page  405,  post. 


xxviU  INTRODUCTION. 

who,  on  behalf  of  the  whole,  should  purchase  such  '^  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise "  as  were  brought  into  the  harbour  for  sale  in 
any  private  vessel.  The  parties  bound  themselves  in  a  penalty 
of  £1,000  not  to  purchase  any  goods  which  their  representatives 
had  been  unable  to  procure,  even  though  the  same  had  become • 
the  property  of  a  private  individual,  and  were  exposed  in  the  town 
for  sale.  They  further  undertook  to  "  avoid  the  company  of  any 
individual,  and  to  consider  him  an  infamous  character,"  who 
departed  from  the  agreement.  Hunter,  strangely  enough,  did 
not  realise  how  dangerous  a  privilege  the  officers  were  claiming ; 
on  the  other  hand,  he  regarded  it  as  an  indication  of  public 
spirit  on  their  part,  and  in  Public  Orders*  advised  the  inhabitants 
to  keep  their  "money  until  they  are  apprised  by  Public  Notice 
that  a  cargo  has  been  bought,  the  officers  having  undertaken 
the  trouble  of  officiating  as  agents  for  the  general  benefit  of  the 
whole  Colony." 

The  Duke  of  Portland  did  not,  however,  view  the  matter  in 
the  same  light.  He  informed  Hunter  that  he  was  apprehensive 
lest  the  Public  Order  should  be  construed  "  as  a  sanction  to 
officers  engaging  in  traffic,  and  as  an  apology  for  the  proceed- 
ings, which  I  have  but  too  much  reason  to  fear  may  be  found 
to  have  disgraced  his  Majesty's  Service  in  the  persons  of  several 
officers  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps."t  He  even  went 
further,  and  on  26th  February,  1799,  informed  Hunter  that  the 
practice  of  officers  dealing  in  trade,  other  than  the  produce  of 
their  farms,  was  so  utterly  inconsistent  with  their  professional 
character  and  the  duties  annexed  to  it,  that  he  could  not  bring 
himself  to  believe  that  Hunter  had  allowed  a  suspicion  of  it  to 
remain  unsatisfied,  and  that  in  case  his  tenderness  for  the 
profession  had  made  him  unwilling  to  take  action,  he  was 
immediately  to  hold  an  investigation,  and  if  satisfactory  proof 
was  forthcoming,  the  offending  officer  was  to  be  sent  home  for 
trial. J  At  the  same  time,  the  Commander-in-Chief  directed 
Lieut.-Colonel  Paterson,  who  was  then  in  London,  to  embrace 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  returning  to  his  regiment,  "  where 
it  is  hoped  your  presence   will   materially  contribute  in  some 
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measure  to  restore  the  credit  which  has  hitherto  attached  to  the 
character  of  a  British  officer,  but  which  has  in  this  instance  been 
sulUed.*'* 

These  were  not  by  any  means  the  only  difficulties  which  Hunter 
had  to  contend  with.  Many  of  the  inferior  civil  officers  were  of 
little  or  no  use.  Two  of  them  he  complained  were  "  sad  impo- 
sitions." t  A  third  was  an  'incorrigible  drunkard." J  He  was 
hampered  by  a  number  of  helpless  invalids,  who  were  merely 
a  dead  weight  on  the  store.  He  was  short  of  naval  stores  and 
fire-arms,  and  '^  the  boats  were  gone  to  ruin  and  decay."  The 
indiscriminate  traffic  in  spirits,  and  the  excessive  consumption 
thereof  by  the  lower  orders  of  the  people,  had  been  carried  on 
*'  to  the  destruction  of  all  order ;  to  the  almost  total  extinction 
of  every  spark  of  religion ;  to  the  encouragement  of  gambling  ; 
the  occasion  of  frequent  robbery's  ;  and,  concerned  am  I  to  add, 
to  several  very  recent  and  shocking  murders." §  Nothing,  he 
assured  the  Duke  of  Portland,  but  an  immediate  correction  of  the 
abuses  which  existed  would  prevent  the  colony  from  being  "  a 
disgrace  to  the  country  under  whose  protection  we  live,  .  .  . 
and  a  continual  load  upon  her  shoulders."  ||  He  bitterly  com- 
plained that  he  was  confronted  with  accumulated  difficulties, 
which  had  been  "continually  growing  from  some  unfortunate 
cause  or  other,  and  obstructing  every  endeavour  and  exertion  I 
use  for  the  welfare  of  this  distant  colony  "  -^^  and  that  the  object 
appeared  to  be  to  *'heap  one  vexation  on  another  until  the  weight 
should  be  felt  too  heavy  for  me  singly  to  bear."**  No  better 
proof  can  be  given  of  the  lax  system  which  prevailed  under  the 
military  regime  than  the  fact  that  Hunter  found,  soon  after  his 
arrival,  that  150  settlers  were  in  possession  of  farms  with  no  other 
title  than  a  slip  of  paper  on  which  the  Commanding  Officer  had 
written,  "  A.  B.  has  my  permission  to  settle,"tt  and  that  num- 
bers of  these  settlers  were  convicts,  whose  sentences  had  not 
expired.ff 

That  the  general  tone  of   Hunter's   despatches  was  one  of 
complaint,  and  frequently  of  querulous  complaint,  is  true ;  but 
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it  is  none  the  less  true  that  he  firmly  beliered  in  the  ultinuite 
prosperity  of  the  settlement.  He  informed  the  Duke  of  Portland 
thatj  notwithstanding  the  abuses  which  existed^  he  had  not  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt  that  the  colony  would  prosper.*  In  a  letter 
to  Under-Secretary  King  he  assured  him  that  although  the  settle- 
ment might  not  have  answered  the  expectations  of  Government, 
yet  that  he  was  confident  the  fault  did  not  lie  in  the  nature  of 
the  country.f  And  in  a  private  letter  to  Sir  Samuel  Bentham, 
after  dwelling  on  the  abuses  which  existed,  we  find  him  asserting 
that  the  country  was  a  good  one  and  would  do  well.J 

The  interest  taken  by  Sir  Josepli  Banks  in  the  Colony  con- 
tinued unabated  during  the  governorship  of  Captain  Hunter.  He 
procured  from  the  British  Government  the  most  liberal  con- 
cessions to  persons  desirous  of  leaving  England  as  emigrants.  § 
He  was  indefatigable,  as  the  correspondence  published  in  this 
volume  will  show,  in  procuring  plants,  seeds,  and  useful  imple- 
ments and  machinery  for  the  Colony,  and  in  sending  out  scientists 
and  others  to  develop  its  resources,  to  explore  its  coasts,  and  to 
penetrate  into  its  interior. 

At  a  time  when  it  was  the  custom  in  England  to  regard  the 
Colony  as  an  expensive  and  useless  encumbrance.  Banks  alone 
looked  cheerfully  to  its  future.  He  appears  to  have  been  firmly 
convinced  that  the  newly  acquired  island-continent  would  in  time 
compensate  the  mother  country  for  the  loss  of  her  American 
dependencies.  When,  to  use  his  own  words,  the  situation  of 
Europe  was  so  critical  that  Ministers  had  no  time  for  aught  else, 
and  colonies  of  all  kinds  were  put  in  the  background,  ||  he  found 
leisure  to  write  at  length  to  Hunter,  thanking  him  for  the  ''very 
particular  account  '^  he  had  received  of  the  afiairs  of  the  settle- 
ment, and  assuring  him  that— 

"  Your  Colony  is  already  a  most  valuable  appendage  to  Great  Britain, 
and  I  flatter  myself  we  shall  before  it  is  long  see  her  Ministers  made 
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tenflible  of  itM  real  yalue.  Reet  Miai«d  in  tlie  meMitime  tiiat  no 
(>pportiinity  wfU  be  lost  by  me  of  impressing  thtm  with  just  ideas  <A 
the  probable  importanee  to  whidi  it  is  likely  before  long  to  attain,  and 
to  ui^  them  to  pay  to  it  that  degree  of  attention  which  it  clearly 
deaerves  at  their  hands/'* 

He  6!s^fe«8ed  his  belief^  grounded  on  bis  own  observations^ 
^)ftt  the  clithate  and  soil  were  **  enperior  to  most  which  have  yet 
been  settled  by  Europeans."t  He  congratnlated  Hunter  on  bis 
project  ol  modelling  the  rising  settlement  into  a  happy  nation^ 
and  prophetically  added^  '^  t  see  the  fnture  prospect  of  empires 
and  doiEiinioBs  which  now  cannot  be  disappointed." 

So  gloomy  was  ttie  political  outlook  in  England  that  he  would 
willingly-^^ 

"  Bemove  myself  and  family  to  your  quarters  and  ask  for  a  grant -of 
land  on  the  banks  of  the  Hawkesbury.         .  .         Pitt  rules, 

Fox  grumbles,  the  French  beat  all  whom  they  attack,  and  the  King  of 
PlUssia  threatens  all  who  assist  the  Emperor.       .  .       I  am  a 

bird  of  peace.  My  business  as  an  encourager  of  the  transport  of  plants 
fhnn  one  country  to  another  is  suspended  during  war,  and  then,  as  I  am 
no  politician,  I  am  the  least  Employed  when  all  o^er  people  are  in 
Irtirry  and  bustle."! 

Banks  did  not  confine  himself  to  expressions  of  belief  in  the 
ultimate  importance  of  the  Colony.  When  H.M.S.  Porpoise  was 
being  equipped  for  the  conveyance  of  Lieutenant-Governor  King 
to  Ihe  Colony,  he  persuaded  the  Government  to  provide  a  plant- 
cabin^  in  which  a  vast  number  of  useful  plants  and  fruit-trees 
could  be  conveyed  to  the  Colony.  He  secured  the  services  of  a 
practical  gardener  to  attend  to  them  during  the  passage ;  and 
sent  out  and  supported,  at  his  own  expense,  a  botanist,  with 
directions  to  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  study  of  the  flora  of 
the  Colony. 

On  page  382  will  be  found  an  interesting  letter  from  Sir  Joseph 
Banks  to  Under-Secretary  King,  urging,  amongst  other  things, 
Ihe  advisability  of  exploring  the  interior  of  New  Holland,  and 
submitting  an  offer  from  Mungo  Park,  the  celebrated  African 
traveller,  to  undertake  the  work.     Banks  proposed  that  Mungo 
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Park  should  bo  provided  with  a  vessel  of  about  30  tons,  to  be 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Flinders,  *^a  countryman  of  mine,^* 
and  undertook,  if  the  scheme  was  agreed  to — 

"To  draw  up  instructions  for  all  parties,  and  to  correspond  with 
them  during  the  execution  of  their  plans,  under  the  superintendance  of 
your  office  ;  such  hopes  have  I  of  material  discoveries  being  made,  and 
such  zeal  do  I  really  feel  for  the  prosperity  of  a  colony  in  the  founding 
of  which  I  bore  a  considerable  share." 

For  some  reason,  now  unknown,  Banks's  proposal  was  not  acted 
upon ;  but  it  is  evident,  from  the  Duke  of  Portland's  letter  to 
Governor  Hunter,  of  the  18th  September,  1798,*  that  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  first  instance  agreed  to  the  proposal. 

Hitherto  the  obligations  of  this  country  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks 
have  not  been  generally  recognised.  It  will  be  seen,  however, 
as  the  publication  of  these  volumes  proceeds,  that  at  the  foun- 
dation of  the  settlement,  and  for  many  years  afterwards,  he  was 
its  zealous  and  indefatigable  advocate.  The  British  Government 
looked  to  him  for  advice  even  in  matters  of  the  smallest  detail. 
He  it  was,  practically,  who  appointed  Governors  or  recalled  them. 
No  labour,  no  expense,  was  too  great,  no  applicant  for  the  pro- 
tecting aegis  of  his  patronage  was  too  insignificant,  if  he  thought 
he  could  advance  the  interests  of  New  South  Wales. 

Very  great  credit  is  due  to  Governor  Hunter  for  his  encourage- 
ment of  exploration,  both  by  sea  and  land.  In  November,  1797, 
he  fitted  out  a  whaleboat,  and  sent  George  Bass,  the  surgeon  of 
the  Reliance,  a  young  man,  the  memory  of  whose  name  and  deeds 
is  still  green,  to  investigate  the  coast  south  of  Port  Jackson. 
Bass's  journal  describing  his  movements  from  day  to  day  will  be 
found  in  its  entirety  on  pages  31 2-333. t  It  was  on  this  expedition 
that  the  strait  which  still  bears  Bass's  name  was  discovered,  and 
the  land  between  Sydney  and  Western  Port  examined. 

In  December,  1798,  Hunter  commissioned  Lieutenant  Matthew 
Flinders  to  proceed  with  Bass  in  the  Colonial-built  vessel,  the 
Norfolk,  to  Bass  Strait.  They  were  absent  more  than  three 
months,    and    during    that    time    completely   circumnavigated 

♦  Post,  p.  492. 

t  For  the  loan  of  this  and  other  valuable  manuscripts,  the  Editor  is  indebted  to 
the  Honorable  Philip  Gidley  King,  M.L.C.,  grandson  of  Governor  King. 
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Tasmania^  or^  as  it  was  then  named^  Van  Diemen^s  Land.  The 
account  of  the  voyage  is  given  in  Appendix  B^  post^  pages  769 
to  818.  In  Appendix  C,  post^  page  819^  will  be  found  accounts 
of  two  attempts  to  penetrate  into  the  interior,  undertaken  at  the 
direction  of  Governor  Hunter.  One  usually  accurate  writer,* 
referring  to  the  account  of  these  expeditions  given  by  Collins, 
treats  them  as  mythical.  There  is  doubtless  much  difficulty 
in  tracing  the  movements  of  Wilson  and  his  companions,  but 
the  discovery  of  Hunter's  lettersf  to  Banks,  of  29th  July  and  21st 
August,  1801,  leaves  no  doubt  that  the  rough  accounts  brought 
back  by  these  men  were  credited  by  Hunter. 

The  extent  to  which  the  settlement  had  expanded  during 
Hunter's  term  of  office  can  be  gathered  from  the  maps  which 
are  reproduced  in  this  volume :  that  which  forms  the  frontis- 
piece was  prepared  by  the  Deputy- Surveyor  of  Lands,  Charles 
Grimes.  The  only  date  it  bears  is  "  1796."  It  shows  the  &rms 
then  in  existence,  and  gives  the  names  of  the  holders.  Facing 
page  72  will  be  found  a  map  by  Governor  Hunter,  which  he 
forwarded  in  August,  1796,  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  with  a 
private  letter,  stating  that  the  object  of  the  map  was  merely  to 
give  him  a  general  idea  of  the  situation  of  the  various  settlements. 
This  is  evidently  the  map  from  which  the  chart,  which  forms  the 
frontispiece  to  CoUins's  work,  published  in  1798,  was  engraved. 
A  comparison  of  this  map  with  that  which  faces  page  347  (10th 
January,  1798),  shows  the  extension  of  agriculture  during 
eighteen  months.  New  settlements  had  sprung  up  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Hawkesbury  River,  near  where  the  town  of 
Richmond  now  stands.  Two  new  centres  appear,  one  named 
Bankstown,  which  still  survives,  the  other  Portland  Place, 
which  has  disappeared  from  modern  maps.  The  country  between 
Mount  Hunter  and  the  coast  line  had  been  examined,  and  the 
number  of  farms  at  and  around  Prospect  Hill  and  Toongabbie, 
and  on  the  road  to  the  Hawkesbury,  had  considerably  increased. 

Some  of  Hunter's  Public  Orders,  published  in  this  Volume, 
give  us  vivid  glimpses  of  primitive  Sydney.  Under  the  severest 
penalties  those  living  on  the  banks  of  the  Tank  Stream  were 
forbidden   to   dip  vessels  into  the  stream   *^  above   the  tanks, 

«  Rusdeo,  vol.  i,  pp.  190-201.  t  Poet,  pp.  S19,  S20. 
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and  thereby  disturb  and  tUcken  the  whole  stream  below."* 
The  inhabitants  of  the  town  were  forbidden  to  allow  their  hogs 
to  "range  at  large '';t  no  one  was  allowed  to  build  a  boat  of 
any  size  or  description  without  permission  in  writing  from  the 
Govemor,J  and  each  boat  had  to  be  numbered  and  registered. 
The  slightest  alteration  in  the  weekly  ration ;  the  settlement  of 
the  hours  of  labour ;  the  wages  of  labourers ;  the  price  of  maize 
and  pork;  the  compulsory  attendance  of  convicts  at  church; 
any  signal  success  of  the  British  arms  in  Europe, — all  were 
deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  warrant  separate  Government 
and  General  Orders. 

Amongst  other  papers  which  have  been  brought  to  light  by 
the  indefatigable  exertions  of  Mr.  James  Bonwick,  not  the  least 
interesting  are  a  number  of  letters  addressed  to  the  London 
Missionary  Society  by  the  missionary  refugees  from  Tahiti, 
resident  at  Sydney.  Their  descriptions  of  the  social  conditions 
of  the  settlement  under  Hunter  will  be  found  on  pages  707, 
711,  and  731,  post.  In  much  the  same  strain,  the  chaplains^  the 
Reverend  Richard  Johnson  and  the  Reverend  Samuel  Marsden, 
give  their  views  upon  the  morals  of  the  community,  each  attri- 
buting the  abuses  and  depravity  which  they  inveighed  against, 
to  the  innovations  introduced  during  the  period  which  intervened 
between  the  departure  of  Governor  Phillip  and  the  arrival  of 
Governor  Hunter.  § 

The  summer  of  1798-9  was  remarkable  for  one  of  the  first 
protracted  droughts  on  record.  For  ten  months  scarcely  a  shower 
of  rain  fell.||  The  drought  was  followed  by  a  disastrous  flood  in 
the  Hawkesbury  River,  of  which  the  local  weather  conditions  gave 
no  warning.  The  banks  were  "  overflown  with  vast  rapidity.'^ 
The  Government  store  and  all  the  provisions  it  contained  were 
swept  away.  The  river  rose  to  more  than  fifty  feet  above  its 
common  level,  and  the  torrent  was  so  powerful  that  it  carried 
all  before  it.  Settlers*  houses  and  furniture,  live  stock  and  pro- 
visions, were  alike  swept  away,  and  "  the  whole  country  looked 
like  an  immense  ocean."  ^ 

•  Poet,  pp.  10,  206,  618,  531.  +  lb.,  pp.  37,  60,  1»5,  201. 

t  lb.,  pp.  60,  304.         §  lb.,  pp.  432-437  and  439-442.        !!  lb.,  p.  665. 
IF  lb.,  p.  6iS8 ;  aee  also  Collins,  vol.  ii,  p.  199. 
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In  yiew  of  the  inhoman  treatment  whioh  it  has  been  seen  in 
preyious  Tolumes  was  meted  out  to  the  convicts  during  the  voyage 
from  England  to  the  Colony^  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that 
many  attempts  were  made  by  the  prisoners  to  seize  the  vessels. 
Some  of  these  attempts  will  be  found  described  at  length  in  the 
pages  of  this  volume.  It  must  not,  however^  be  concluded  that 
the  convicts  were  the  sole  offenders  in  every  instance.  At  times 
the  soldiers  conspired  with  them ;  and  in  one  notable  case^  the 
guard,  selected  apparently  with  a  lamentable  lack  of  discretion, 
mutinied,  and  after  killing  the  captain  and  mate,  turned  the 
principal  officers  adrift  in  one  of  the  ship^s  boats  and  navigated 
the  vessel  to  the  eastern  coast  of  South  America.* 

Before  he  had  been  a  year  in  office  Hunter  came  into  collision 
with  some  of  the  officers  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps — ^par- 
ticularly with  Captain  John  Macarthur.  When  Hunter  arrived 
Captain  Macarthur  held,  in  addition  to  his  military  appointments, 
the  post  of  Inspector  of  Public  Works.  Hunter  retained  him  in 
that  capacity  and  in  October,  1795,  informed  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land that  he  considered  the  Captain  *' extremely  well  qualified  "t 
for  the  position.  In  February,  1796,  we  find  Macarthur  resign- 
ing his  appointment  in  consequence  of  the  "  loss  of  that  confidence 
which  your  Excellency  was  once  pleased  to  express."^  The 
Records  contain  no  further  clue  as  to  the  relations  which  existed 
between  the  Governor  and  the  Captain  consequent  on  the  latter's 
resignation ;  but  in  August,  1796,  we  find  Macarthur  addressing 
JUL  official  letter  to  Hunter,  in  which  he  made  various  suggestions 
for  reducing  the  expenses  of  the  Government.  Macarthur^  at 
this  time,  was  a  prosperous  and  successful  farmer.  He  had  sixty 
acres  sown  with  wheat,  sixty-six  acres  preparing  for  Indian  corn, 
five  acres  for  potatoes,  and  ten  acres  in  gardens  and  vineyards, 
while  his  live  stock  consisted  of  fourteen  cows,  five  oxen,  eight 
mares,  two  hundred  and  ninety-eight  sheep,  one  hundred  and 
sixty-two  goats,  fifty  breeding  sows,  and  upwards  of  one  hundred 
growing  pigs.§  He  ofEered  to  feed  his  convicts  with  bread  and 
to  pay  the  English  price  of  all  meat  consumed  by  his  convict 

*  See  the  case  of  the  Lady  Shore,  Post,  pp.  392  and  413. 
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fterrantSy^  and  undertook  witliin  eighteen  months  to  support 
them  and  supply  them  with  clothings  tools^  &c.^  free  of  cost  to  the 
Government. 

In  September  following  Macarthnr  addressed  a  lengthy  letterf 
to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  in  which  he  openly  impeached  the 
administration  of  Governor  Hunter.  He  declared  that  ''the 
interest  of  Government  is  utterly  disregarded,  its  money  idly  and 
wantonly  squandered,  whilst  vice  and  profligacy  are  openly 
countenanced '';  that  it  was  on  account  of  this  extravagance  that 
he  had  felt  forced  to  resign  his  post  of  Inspector  of  Public 
Works ;  that  he  had  offered  to  take  one  hundred  men  off  the 
stores,  but  Hunter  declined,  although  there  were  more  than 
three  thousand  on  the  Commissary's  books ;  that  not  an  acre 
of  public  ground  was  under  cultivation,  and  no  buildings  of 
any  consequence  were  being  constructed;  and  that  Hunter 
had  purchased  grain  at  an  ''expense  of  near  eight  thousand 
pounds  "  when  there  was  abundance  in  the  store,  and  it  would 
certainly  not  be  wanted.  The  live  stock,  he  declared,  was 
dying  out,  and  "  those  whose  situations  require  the  most  par- 
ticular circumspection  of  conduct  are  the  most  openly  dissi- 
pated and  abandoned.^'  This  letter  the  Duke  of  Portland 
sent  back  to  Sydney  to  Governor  Hunter  for  his  report,J  and, 
in  doing  so,  expressed  a  hope  that  Hunter  would  adopt  any  of 
Macarthur's  suggestions  which  would  tend  to  the  advantage  of 
the  colony  and  the  reduction  of  its  expenses.  Hunter  replied  at 
great  length  on  the  25th  July,  1798.  His  letter,  full  of  bitter 
riH^riminations,  and  couched  in  the  most  intemperate  language, 
will  bo  found  on  page  418  et  neq.  With  it,  he  forwarded  to  England 
rt*|H>rt8  frt^m  the  two  chaplains  and  Surgeon  Amdell,  concerning 
tho  moral  static  of  the  colony  prior  to  his  arrival,  and  the  abuses 
which  followinl  the  displacement  of  the  civil  by  the  military  power, 
during  the  administration  of  Lieutenant-Governors  Grose  and 
Patorson. 

In  Novombi^r,  1799,  the  authorities  at  ^\Tiitohall  put  into 
oxivutimi  an  iniontion  ovidontly  fonnod  months  before,  and  re- 
rov*alUHl    Humor,     Tho  despatch  containing  his  recall  will  be 

•  l\>tU  !>•  7K  t  IK,  p.  13!.  ♦  IK  pc  293. 
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found  on  page  733.  In  it  the  Duke  of  Portland  expressed  his 
disapprobation  of  the  manner  in  which  Hunter  had  adminis- 
tered the  Government  in  several  important  particulars^  and 
concluded  by  announcing  the  King's  pleasure  that  he  should 
return  to  England  by  the  first  safe  conveyance  which  offered 
after  his  successor^  Lieutenant-Governor  King,  had  arrived. 

A  considerable  amount  of  light  is  thrown  upon  the  character 
and  disposition  of  Governor  Hunter  by  the  Eecords  published  in 
this  volume.  '^  The  Governor/'  wrote  one  who  knew  him,  "  is  a 
pleasant^  sensible  old  man.^'*  Another  of  his  contemporaries 
describes  him  as  a  man  '^  whose  virtue  and  integrity  is  as  con- 
spicuous as  his  merit.'^t  Every  line  in  his  despatches  and  Public 
Orders  bears  evidence  to  his  probity  and  honesty  of  purpose,  and 
even  his  enemies  did  not  deuy  that  he  had  administered  the 
Government  with  clean  hands.|  There  can  be  little  doubt,  how- 
ever, that  the  majority  of  the  abuses  of  which  he  so  repeatedly 
and  bitterly  complained  were  distinctly  assignable  to  a  want  of 
firmness  on  his  own  part,  and  to  his  lack  of  that  decision  of 
character  and  force  of  personality  without  which  it  was  practically 
impossible,  in  a  colony  such  as  New  South  Wales  then  was,  to 
establish  or  maintain  order  and  regularity. 

There  are  many  allowances,  however,  to  be  made  for  Governor 
Hunter.  When  he  arrived  in  the  Colony  he  was  nearly  sixty 
years  of  age :  he  had  seen  well  nigh  fifty  years  of  active  service ; 
and  by  far  the  greater  part  of  his  life  had  been  spent  in  sub- 
ordinate positions. 

Hunter  was  relieved  by  Captain  Philip  Gidley  King  in  Sep- 
tember, 1800.  The  British  Government  allowed  him  a  pension 
of  £300  per  annum.  He  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Rear- 
Admiral  on  2nd  October,  1807,  and  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Red  on 
31st  July,  1810. 

After  a  lengthened  search  in  London,  Mr.  James  Bonwick 
succeeded  in  discovering  Hunter's  grave,  which  had  long  laid 
neglected  and  forgotten.  It  is  situated  immediately  at  the  rear 
of  the  east  end  of  Hackney  Church.     The  inscription  on  the 

♦  Post,  p.  730.  t  Vol.  ii,  p.  778.  X  Post,  p.  636. 
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monament  is  somewhat  lengthy.  Hunter's  sixty-eight  years  of 
Hervice  in  the  Navy  are  mentioned,  and  also  liis  services  in  New 
»South  Wales.  He  died  in  Jadd-street^  London^  on  the  13th 
March,  1821,  aged  83  years.  The  Timea  on  the  following  day,  in 
announcing  his  death,  referred  in  the  highest  terms  to  the  services 
he  had  rendered  his  country,  and  to  his  wide-spread  reputation 
for  liberality  and  benevolence. 

F.  M.  BLADEN. 

November,  1895. 


HISTORICAL  RECORDS 


OP 


NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


IIev.  Samuel  Marsdex  to  The  Society  for  the  Propagation      1796 

OF  THE  Gospel.  2  Jan. 

K'OTE. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  held  011  2l8t  December,  1797, 
a  letter  was  read  from  the  Rev.  Samuel  Marsden,  dated,  "  Parra- 
matta,  New  South  Wales,  2nd  January,  1796,''  and  enclosing  a 
letter  from  Lieut. -Governor  P.  G.  King  relative  to  education  at 
Norfolk  Island. 
The  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  Society  runs  as  follow  : — 

"  Mr.  Marsden  writes  that  he  conceived  the  highest  opinion  of 
Governor  King  and  of  his  goodness  and  humanity,  from  the 
apparent  order  and  regularity  among  the  inhabitants  of  that  island. 
His  whole  attention  seems  occupied  in  promoting  the  real  interest 
of  those  he  has  the  honour  to  command.  In  one  part  of  the  island  Norfolk 
he  has  built  a  school  for  the  girls,  and  committed  them  to  the  care  '"  *"**' 
of  Susannah  Hunt,  who  appeared  to  be  well  qualified  for  her  situa- 
tion. The  boys  are  taught  in  the  town  of  Sydney  (Norfolk  Island)  Educatio)>. 
by  Thomas  Macqueen,  who  was  once  a  schoolmaster  in  England,  and 
hath  merited  by  his  good  conduct  the  opinion  of  the  Governor. 
The  number  of  children  in  August,  1795,  was  75,  some  of  whom 
have  neither  parent  or  friend  to  superintend  their  bringing  up,  as 
many  of  the  fathers  whose  time  of  transportation  have  expired 
have  left  that  part  of  the  world.  If  the  Society  should  be  pleased 
to  allow  any  salary  for  the  schools,  or  for  any  other  purpose,  and 
will  pay  it  into  his  agent's  hands,  Mr.  Ambrose  Martin,  banker, 
in  Finch-lane,  Cornhill,  he  will  pay  the  same  sum  to  those  who 
are  to  have  it,  and  any  money  for  the  benefit  of  the  orphans  shall 
be  as  faithfully  applied  to  the  purposes  intended. 

VOL.    Ill — A 
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1706 

2  Jan. 

Johnson 
silent. 


9  Jan. 


Military 
oflBcer  for 
Norfolk 
Island. 


11  Jan. 


British 
troops  in 
India. 


'^  The  secretary  acquainted  the  committee  that  he  had  enquired 
of  Mr.  Martin  whether  the  last  money  from  the  Society  paid  to 
him  had  been  remitted  to  New  South  Wales,  and  received  this 
answer  :  That  he  had  written  to  Mr.  Johnson  that  such  a  sum 
had  been  paid  into  his  hands,  to  which  he  had  had  no  reply. 

"  Agreed,  therefore,  that  as  no  information  had  been  received 
concerning  the  two  schoolmasters  in  New  South  Wales  which 
were  appointed  by  the  Society  in  the  year  1794,  the  Committee 
do  not  think  it  advisable  to  enter  into  fresh  engagementa."* 


Propo0al 

to  recruit 
from  colony. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

9th  January,  1796. 
Parole* — Reading.  Countersign — Berkshire. 

The  service  requiring  that  a  captain  should  command  the  deUu;h- 
ment  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  on  duty  at  Norfolk  Island, 
the  commanding  oflScer  of  that  regiment  will  cause  a  captain  to 
embark  on  board  his  Majesty's  ship  Reliance  for  that  purpose. 
Whatever  arrangements  hfe  may  think  it  necessary  to  make  on 
this  occasion  must  be  com  pleated  by  the  15th  instant,  as  the 
18th  is  fixed  for  her  departure. t  Jno.  Huntbb. 


Sir, 


Indian  Officials  to  Governor  Hunter.  J 


Fort  William,  Calcutta,  11th  January,  1796. 
We  have  the  honor  to  address  you  by  Captain  Raven,  of 
his  Majesty's  storeship  Britannia,  who  proceeds  from  hence  with 
part  of  a  cargo  of  salt  provisions  for  the  use  of  your  settlement^ 
which  we  hope  he  will  complete  at  Madras,  having  received  every 
assistance  and  interference  of  this  Government  for  that  purpose. 
The  very  reduced  state  of  the  European  troops,  artillery  and 
infantry,  on  this  establishment,  and  the  little  probability  of  our 
receiving  any  considerable  supply  of  recruits  from  England  during 
the  war,  has  induced  our  Commander-in-Chief  to  suggest  the 
expediency  of  endeavouring  to  recruit  our  European  corps  from 
among  the  men  whose  time  of  servitude  may  have  expired  at 
your  colony;  and  the  encouragement  we  have  had  to  believe,  from 
our  enquiries  of  Captain  Raven  and  others,  that  a  number  of 

*The  two  schooImaAtcrs  appointed  by  the  S.P.G.  in  1704  were  William  Webster  and 
William  Richardson.  They  each  received  £10  per  annum.  In  the  report  for  1706  both  their 
names  appear,  but  not  in  that  for  1707,  Webster  bavins'  been  di^miflsed  for  tiad  conduct.  In 
1797,  Thomas  Macqueen  and  Susanna  Hunt,  both  of  Norfolk  Island,  were  voted  a  like  sum, 
continuinir  for  several  years.  In  1802  payments  were  made  to  Isaac  Nelson  and  Thomas 
Tkbor,  of  Sydney,  with  Thomas  Macqueen  and  Susanna  Hunt,  of  Norfolk  Island.  Nelson 
and  Tabor  a)ipear  in  the  reports  up  to  1810.  A  change  appears  in  the  reports  for  1811, 
in  which  year  izrrants  of  £10  each  for  Ave  schoolmasters  of  New  South  Wales  and  two  nf 
Norfolk  litland  were  made.  The  same  statement  is  made  for  the  following  thirteen  yeara. 
The  nllowanc*^  wa«i  voted  in  one  form  or  another  by  the  Society  up  to  1830.  The  report  of 
October,  1708,  notes  that  the  Rev.  C.  Haddock  was  appointf>d  a  missionary  to  go  to  N<ufolk 
Island  ;  but  in  November,  1800,  a^  he  had  not  left  England,  and  had  drawn  several  stmis  in 
ad\iance,  his  name  was  struck  off  the  list  of  missionaries. 

t  The  Reliance  sailed  on  the  ilst  January*,  1706,  having  on  board  Captain  Johnston,  of  the 
New  Soath  Wales  Corps,  and  Judge-Advocate  Hibbins. — Poet,  p.  5  (noteX 

t  Ilistorv  of  New  South  Wales,  vol.  ii,  p.  90. 


sECRurrs  for  india.  •   8 

stout  young  men  may  be  obtained  among  them,  induces  us  to       1796 
wiah  to  make  the  experiment,  provided  it  meets  with  your  sane-     n  j^n, 
tion  and  support,  which  we  are  inclined  to  hope  it  will,  as  the  plan 
comprises  two  objects  of  great  national  importance :  First,  in  the 
additional  security  it  may  afford  to  the  British  possessions  in  India, 
by  keeping  up  our  European  force ;  and  secondly,  by  holding  out  a  Advantages 
future  profession  and  pursuit  to  a  class  of  men  in  which  they  may  prol5^i. 
become  useful  to  their  country,  instead  of  returning  to  those  habits 
and  practices  which  first  occasioned  their  expulsion  from  it. 

On  c(msulting  with  Captain  Raven,  we  find  that  if  your  con- 
<!urrence  be  obtained,  and  provided  you  have  no  immediate  service 
on  which  his  ship  can  be  more  usefully  employed,  he  is  willing, 
after  receiving  his  discharge  from  the  service  of  Government,  to 
proceed  with  200  recruits  to  Bengal,  where  we  have  agreed  to 
allow  him  JC12  per  man  for  the  passage  and  subsistence  of  each  Pasmgrc- 
recruit  he  may  land  at  Fort  William.  *"^"*y- 

It  would  have  been  satisfactory  to  this  Government  to  have 
consulted  your  opinion  on  the  probable  success  and  eligibility  of 
the  plan  before  any  steps  were  taken  to  put  it  into  practice ;  but 
as  a  considerable  time  must  have  elapsed  before  we  could  have 
been  &youred  with  your  answer,  we  have  thought  it  most  desire- 
able  to  make  this  provisional  arrangement  with  Captain  Raven,  and 
have  also  availed  ourselves  of  his  offer  to  afford  accommodations 
to  an  officer  of  this  establishment  who  proceeds  in  the  Britannia,'^  Recruiting- 
furnished  Airith  instructions  for  the  recruiting  service,  which  he  ^^^"' 
will  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you,  together  with  a  surgeon  t 
who  has  offered  to  proceed  also  by  the  above  conveyance,  to  attend 
the  recruits  on  their  passage  to  Bengal. 

We  have  only  to  add  that  if  the  measure  promises  on  trial  to 
be  productive  of  the  advantages  we  expect  from  it,  and  that  the 
people  show  a  disposition  to  enter  the  Company's  service  on  the 
terms  and  under  the  restrictions  which  the  recruiting  instructions 
will-  specify,  we  should  wish  you  to  take  advantage  of  any  other  Future 
vessels  coming  to  Bengal  for  cargoes  to  send  us  as  many  recruits  ^^  p"*"*^- 
from  time  to  time  as  may  be  procured,  and  we  will  make  the  same 
allowance  to  the  owners  for  their  passage  and  subsistence  as  to 
Captain  Raven,  and  will  engage  to  pay  the  bounty-money  on  the 
arrival  of  the  recruits  in  Bengal.  I 

We  have,  <S:c., 

J.  Shore. 

RoBT.  Abercrombt. 

P.  Speke. 

Wm.  Cowper. 

*  lieutenant  CanopbcII.— Collins,  vol.  i,  p.  475.  f  Mr.  Philllp8.~lb. 

t  Tlie  propoMU  was  not  favourablj  received  by  Hunter.  He  declined  to  taVe  any  action 
wiUioot  UM&actioiM  from  ttie  Secretary*  of  State,  to  whom  he  referred  the  correspondence, 
ud  in  dotof  so  gave  tt  an  his  opinion  that  none  but  the  most  intractable  charapters  should 
be  eneoonged  to  leave  the  colony  (post,  p.  09).    His  action  was  approved  (poet,'  p.  801X 
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13  Jan. 


Government  and  General  Order. 


13th  January,  1796. 
Parole — Nova  Scotia.  Countersign — Halifax. 

The  price  of  Thb  price  of  wheat  for  this  season  is  fixed  at  ten  shillings  per 
bushel,*  it  appearing  to  the  Governor,  from  the  representations  of 
the  settlers  of  several  districts,  that  for  this  year  they  cannot  sell 
it  under  that  price ;  but  he  wishes  theui  to  understand  that  a 
reduction  is  intended  to  be  made  in  the  ensuing  season,  unless  some 
unforeseen  and  unavoidable  circumstances  should  prevent  him. 

The  Commissary  will,  from  Monday  next,  the  18th  instant,  pur- 
chase and  receive  into  the  public  stores,  from  settlers  and  other 
persons,  wheat  properly  dried  and  cleaned,  at  the  above  price. 

Jno.  Hunter. 


16  Jan 


Convicts 
attempt 
towize 
a  transport. 


Details  of 
the  plot 


A  second 
attempt 


Mutiny  on  The  Marquis  Cornwallis.! 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  an  Officer  on  board  the  Marquis 
Cornwall  is,  Indiaman,  to  his  brother,  in  London. 
On  the  11th  of  September  we  discovered  a  most  desperate  plot 
formed  by  the  men  convicts,  who,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty-three,  are  the  most  horrid  ruffians  that  ever  left  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland.  They  were  on  the  point  of  putting  the 
captain,  officers,  and  ship's  company  to  death,  when  one  of  them^ 
either  through  fear  of  punishment  or  from  a  hope  of  reward,  dis- 
covered  the  whole  affiitir.  It  was  a  common  practice  for  Capt. 
Hogan  and  the  officers  of  the  deck  to  go  down  and  see  that  their 
births  were  clean  twice  a  week,  at  which  time  they  were  to  watch 
an  opportunity  to  seize  the  captain,  surgeon,  and  such  other  officers 
as  went  down  with  them,  whom  they  were  to  put  to  death  with 
their  own  swords,  and  force  their  way  upon  deck,  where  they  were 
to  be  assisted  by  the  serjeant,  corporal,  and  some  of  the  private 
soldiers,  who  were  to  dispatch  the  officers  upon  deck,  and  also  to 
supply  the  convicts  with  arms.  We  got  upon  deck  the  ringleaders, 
to  the  number  of  forty,  who,  after  a  severe  punishment,  confessed 
the  whole.  We  thought  this  might  put  a  stop  to  any  further 
proceedings ;  but  in  this  we  were  much  mistaken.  About  two 
nights  after  they  made  an  attempt  to  break  out.  They  Y)egan  by 
strangling  the  man  who  discovered  the  plot,  whilst  the  rest  were 
to  force  down  the  bulkhead,  force  their  way  upon  deck,  put  those 
not  in  the  plot  to  death,  and  take  possession  of  the  ship,  or  die  iu 
the  attempt. 

The  captain  and  officers  did  all  in  their  power  to  appease  them 
by  fair  words,  and  also  by  threats  ;  but  all  would  not  do.  They 
were  desperate.  Capt.  Hogan  rushed  down  the  fore  hatchway, 
followed  by  Mr.  Richardson  and  three  more  of  the  officers  and 

*  This  was  the  price  paid  by  Lieutenant-Governor  King  at  Norfollc  Island. — Post,  p.  0. 
t  Reprinted  from  Edinbutyh  Adtertimr^  January  15th,  1796.     The  letter  n*as  dated  22nd 
Octoberi  1795,  and  was  written  from  St.  Helena. 


king's  health  fails.  5 

inT&elf,   armed  with  a  pair  of  pistols  and  cutlass  eacb,   where      1796 
began  a  scene  which  was  not  by  any  means  pleasant.     We  stuck     15  jan. 
together  in  the  hatchway  and  discharged  our  pistols  amongst  them       — 
tliat  were  most  desperate,  who,  seeing  their  comrades  drop  in  encounter, 
several  places,  soon  felt  a  damp  upon  their  spirit^s.    Their  courage 
failed  them,  and  they  called  out  for  quarter.     I  broke  my  cutlass 
in  the  affray,  but  met  with  no  accident  myself.     There  were  none 
killed  upon  the  spot,  but  seven  have  since  died  of  their  wounds. 
The  Serjeant  was  severely  punished,  and  is  since  dead.* 


Government  and  Genebal  Order. 

16th  January,  1796.         w  Jan. 
Parole — Camigy.  Countersign — Northesk. 

Monday  next,  the  18th  instant,  being  the  day  appointed  to  ^  uJjJJ?"***" ' 
observed  as  the  anniversary  of  her  Majesty's  birthday,  the  New 
South  Wales  Corps  will  parade  and  fire  three  voUies  at  1 2  o'clock. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

CrOVERNOR   HUNTER  TO   LiEUTENANT-GoVERNOR   KiNG. 

Sir,  Sydney,  18th  January,  1796.  18  J*". 

I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  21st  December,  by  the 
Francis,  schooner,  and  assure  you  that  I  feel  much  concern  at  the 
account  you  give  of  your  hecdth.  As  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that 
a  change  of  air  or  climate  might  be  the  means  of  restoring  your  ^fl^*,.. 
former  constitution,  allow  me  to  recommend  your  embarking  in 
the  Reliance  for  Port  Jackson,  leaving  the  care  of  the  settlement 
to  the  officert  who  will  arrive  at  Norfolk  Island  in  that  ship,  and 
who  will  avail  himself  in  the  management  of  its  concerns  during 
your  absence  of  such  copy  of  your  instructions  as  may  be  necessary 
for  his  guidance ;  and  as  Mr.  Hibbins,  the  Judge- Advocate  for  Judge- 
your  settlement,  will  also  join  you  by  the  Reliance,  the  business  H?bbSa.*  ^ 
relating  to  the  duties  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  will  be  managed  by 
him,  so  that  there  does  not  appear  any  reason  to  believe  that  the 
service  can  suffer  from  your  being  absent  for  such  time  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  restoration  of  your  health.  Had  the  Patent  for 
the  convention  of  a  Court  of  Jurisdiction  been  sent  out  by  Mr. 
Hibbins  (which,  unluckily,  has  been  neglected),  J  in  that  case  I  should 
have  ordered  another  officer  to  the  island  during  your  absence,  in 
order  to  there  being  a  sufficient  number  to  compose  a  Criminal 
Court,  should  it  be  necessary.  The  necessity  there  appears  for  your 
purchasing  a  quantity  of  wheat  from  settlers,  in  order  to  your 
bringing  round  the  next  harvest,  requires  only  that  I  should 

*  See  the  inquiry  held  at  Sydney-.— Post,  p.  102. 

t  Cftjptain  Oeorffe  Johnston,  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps.  He  was,  however,  forced  to 
quit  the  island  by  reason  of  ill-health  before  the  departure  of  Lieutenant-Governor  King ; 
and  Captain  Townson,  of  the  New  South  Waies  Corps,  i^-as  cent  from  Sydney,  in  September, 
1796,  to  take  charge. 

t  The  Patent  was  sent  out  in  the  Marquis  Comwallis,  which  arrived  at  Sydney  in 
Febroary  foUowii^. 
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18  Jan. 

Wheat  pur- 
chased from 
settlers. 

Stores. 

Assistant- 

Surjceon 

Jamison. 


Grants  of 
land  and 
labour. 


Guns  of 
M.  M.S. 
Sirius. 


19  Jan. 


approve  of  your  taking  what  you  want  at  ten  shillings  ^icr  bushely 
and  to  have  the  bills  in  payment  drawn,  as  formerly,  by  the  Deputy 
Commissary,  addressed  to  the  Commissary  here,  and  approved  by 
you*. 

Observing  that  you  have  sugar  and  molasses  for  two  weeks  only, 
I  have  directed  the  Commissary  to  send  some  sugar. 

Mr.  Jamison,  the  Assistant  Surgeon,  having  applied  to  me  to  be 
granted  the  same  indulgencies  in  quantity  of  land  and  assistance 
of  labour  which  have  been  allowed  to  those  doing  duty  in  that 
station  here,  and  as  I  think  it  but  an  act  of  common  justice  that 
he  should  have  every  encouragement  which  have  been  offered  to 
them,  I  have  to  desire  that,  if  you  see  no  particular  inconvenience 
to  the  concerns  of  Government,  you  will  allow  him  live  acres  of 
that  ground  which  has  been  clea,red  but  is  at  present  out  of  culti- 
vation, in  addition  to  his  seven  acres  and  hospital  garden ;  and 
with  respect  to  an  addition  to  the  number  of  men  he  at  present 
has,  you  must  be  the  best  judge  how  far  he  can  be  gratified  in  that 
without  an  inconvenience  to  the  public  concern.  The  Assistant 
Surgeons  here,  by  a  regulation  of  Lieutenant-Governor  Grose,  have 
been  allowed  ten,  but  I  do  not  conceive  the  same  number  is  neces- 
sary on  the  soil  of  Norfolk  Island,  and  where  the  grants  of  land 
to  be  cultivated  are  not  so  extensive.  Whatever  addition  you  can 
consistently  allow  him,  under  the  number  above  mentioned,  will  be 
considered  by  me  as  sufficient. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  have  sent  such  of  the  guns  and  carriages 
belonging  to  his  Majesty's  late  ship  Sirius  as  can  be  put  on  board 
the  Keliance,  or  which  can  be  sent  here  by  any  future  opportunity.! 

I  am,  &c., 
John  Hunteb. 

Return  of  Storekeeper,  Superintendant,  and  Master  Carpenter, 
necessarily  employed,  and  will  remain  on  Norfolk  Island. 
Jan.  19th,  1796. 


Kamee. 

Where  and  how  Employed. 

William  Neate  Chapman    .. 
Martin  Timnis 

Nathl.  Lucas 

Storekeeper,  at  Philllpburgr,  and  avists  the  lieut. -Governor 
in  different  parts  of  the  execution  of  his  office,  from 
12th  Dec.»  1791. 

Acting  Superintendant  Is  of  the  greatest  publick  utility 
in  directing  cultivation  and  supetintendinR  the  oon< 
victs.  Date  of  appointment  as  per  annexed  copy  of  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas. 

Acting  Master  Carpenter,  in  the  room  of  William  Peate. 
Dead  since  June  11th,  1795. 

Philip  Gidley  King. 

*  A  quantity  of  the  wheat  harvest  of  1796  having  been  destroyed  by  thunderstorms.  King 
purchased  280  bushels  of  wheat  from  the  settlers  at  IQs.  per  bushel. 

t  In  compliance  with  a  private  note  from  Governor  Hunter,  dated  13th  May,  1706,  Lisat- 
enant-Govemor  King  allowed  Captain  Hogan,  of  the  Marquis  Comwallis,  to  arm  his  vessel 
with  four  of  these  guns  and  140  rounds  of  shot  One  of  the  Sirius's  guns  is  pressrvd  at 
the  Maoquarie  Lighthouse,  South  Head,  Sydney. 


WHEAT  BOUGHT  TROU  SETTLBHS. 

Keturk  of  Superintendants,  yrho  have  been  necessarily  employed^ 
and  are  to  leave  the  island,  with  Governor  Hunter's  permis- 
sion, in  the  Reliance. 


Namek 

Where  and  how  Emploj-ed. 

.   D'Arcy  Wentworth  .. 
John  JamieBoa 

Superintendant  at  QueeDboro',  and  hae  the  medical  treat- 
ment of  half  the  numbers  on  the  island.  From  12th 
Dec.,  1791. 

Superintendant  at  PhiUipbuzy.    From  I>6C  22nd,  1792. 

Philip  Gidley  King. 


1796 

19  Jan. 


LIEUTENANT-GOVEBNOE    KiNO   TO  ThE   DuKE   OP   PORTLAND. 

My  Lord,  Norfolk  Island,  19th  January,  1796. 

The  enclosure  will  inform  your  Grace  by  what  opportunity 
I  have  the  honor  of  forwarding  this  despatch. 

The  distressed  state  of  the  master  and  people  belonging  to  those 
vessels  has  induced  me  to  comply  with  his  request  in  the  manner 
stated  in  the  enclosure,  which  I  hope  will  meet  your  Grace's 
approbation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  such  official  communica- 
tions as  have  taken  place  between  Grovemor  Hunter  and  myself.  "^ 
From  the  very  short  stay  of  those  vessels,  and  my  present  ill  state 
of  health,  I  hope  this  will  appear  the  most  satisfactory  information 
respecting  the  present  state  of  this  island,  as  no  material  change  has 
taken  place  since  the  date  of  my  last  letter  to  Governor  Hunter. 

It  being  found  necessary  to  purchase  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  bushels  of  wheat  from  settlers,  &c,  to  issue  during  the  late 
harvest,  I  directed  the  Deputy  Commissary  to  receive  the  same ; 
and  as  this  is  the  first  wheat  purchased  on  this  island,  1  have  been 
guided  in  the  price  (i.e.,  10s.  the  bushel)  by  what  is  given  at  Port 
Jackson,  payment  for  which  has  been  made  agreeably  to  Governor 
Hunter's  directions  to  me  on  that  behalf,  proper  vouchers  for  which 
(and  some  orders  that  I  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  give  respect- 
ing the  receipt  of,  and  authenticating  the  payment  for,  such  grain 
and  animal  food  as  it  may  be  necessary  to  purchase  from  indi- 
viduals to  issue  to  those  victualled  from  his  Majesty's  stores), 
addressed  to  the  Secretary s  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury,  I  have  the 
honor  to  enclose,  and  have  left  it  open  for  your  Grace's  inspection. 

As  no  salt  meat  has  been  lately  issued  to  those  victualled  from 
his  Majesty's  stores,  I  have  directed  the  Deputy  Commissary  to 
state  on  the  back  of  the  enclosure  the  quantity  of  fresh  pork 
received  from  settlers,  i&c.,  at  6d.  the  pound,  and  that  furnished  by 
Government)  since  the  last  payment,  to  issue  in  lieu  of  the  salt 

*  Hic«e  kiten  pKindpalljr  refer  to  matters  of  routine,  and  to  the  projected  departure  of 
King  for  EDgtaad. 


Capt  Banip- 
ton  and  the 
Endeavour 


King's 
correspon- 
dence. 


Wheat  piu"- 
chased  ironi 
settlers. 


Payment  for 
stores. 


Fresh  meat. 
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17M      ration  reserved  in  the  stores,  payment  for  which  will  be  made  on 
10  Jan.     ^^^  arrival  of  his  Majesty's  armed  vessel  Heliance,  which  I  expect 
to  see  every  hour. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  lists  of  persons  of  different  de8cri|>- 

tioiis  landed  here  from  the  Fancy,  snow,  and  Providence,  schooner. 

They  are  real  objects  of  pity,  being  so  debilitated  from  extreme 

hunger  that  it  will  be  some  time  before  any  labour  can  be  got 

from  them.* 

A  Colonial-        Mr.  Bamptou  informs  me  that  at  Dusky  Bay  he  left  a  schooner 

H<"h<K)ncr.      of  sixty  tous  almost  built,  which  may  be  expected  here  with  the 

remainder  of  the  people  belonging  to  the  Endeavour  in  about 

three  weeks,  a  list  of  whom  is  added  to  the  enclosure. 

\yreckofthe      Jt  may  be  necessary  to  inform  your  Grace  that  the  loss  of  that 

n  ea\oui.  ^^^^  ^^^  Occasioned  by  stress  of  weather,  which  compelled  the 

master  and  officers  to  run  her  ashore  in  Facile  Harbour,  Dusky  Bay, 

New  Zealand,  where  she  lies  bilged.    Such  stores  belonging  to  the 

wreck  as  could  not  be  taken  away  by  the  three  small  vessels  are  left 

at  Dusky  Bay  in  storehouses,  under  the  care  of  four  men,  who  are  to 

remain  there  until  a  vessel  can  be  sent  from  India  to  take  them  off.f 

Uo<iuire-  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  a  list  of  such  wants  as  we  are  most 

?sia"  d.^'  ^^^  "^  ^^®^^  of  on  this  island,  a  copy  of  which  was  sent  to  Grovemor 

Hunter ;  and  I  am  assured  that  such  of  those  articles  as  are  at  Port 

Jackson,  and  can  be  spared,  will  be  sent  hither  by  the  Heliance. 

But  as  I  have  no  information  respecting  a  clergyman,  I  presume 

circumstances  will  not  admit  of  either  of  the  two  chaplains  at  Port 

Jackson  being  sent  hither.  I  am  induced  therefore  to  submit  to  your 

Grace's  consideration  the  necessity  of  a  chaplain's  being  appointed 

to  do  duty  on  this  island,  which  appears  the  more  necessary  since 

>y  the  establishment  of  a  CJourt  of  Criminal  Judicature.  \/ 

I  have,  <fec., 

Philip  Gidlky  King. 

[Encloflnre  No.  1.] 
Captain  Bampton  to  Lieutenant-Governor  King. 

Snow  Fancy,  off  Norfolk  Island, 
Dear  Sir,  19th  January,  1796. 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  that  I  sailed  from  Port  Jackson 
in  the  Endeavour,  with  the  Fancy,  on  the  19th  of  September  last ; 
('apt.  Banip-  but  having  unfortunately  suffered  the  disaster  of  the  Endeavour^s 
Eildwvoiirf  being  shipwrecked,  and  having  now  only  a  few  days'  provisions  of 
rice  alone  to  subsist  upon,  and  that  at  half-allowance,  under  such 
unfortunate  circumstances,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  requesting 
your  humane  assistance  for  such  necessary  supplies  as  I  stand  in 
need  of,  and  his  Majesty's  store  will  admit,  to  enable  me  to  return 
to  India. 

*  Tho  enclosure  is  not  among  the  transcripts  received  from  London, 
t  These  men  were  relievc-d  by  the  captain  of  the  Mercury*  in  the  winter  of  1797.    Thirty- 
five  in  number  were  landed  on  Norfolk  Island.— Post,  p.  844. 
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I  likewise  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  I  have  between  twenty-      1796 
five  and   thirty  people  who  secreted  themselves  on  board  the     lojan. 
Endeavour  (unknown  to  me  or  any  of  the  officers),  whose  time  of 
transportation  is  not  yet  expired.     I  therefore  hope,  sir,  you  will 
be  so  kind  as  to  send  boats  and  a  guard  to  take  them  on  shore ;  stowawaya 
as  likewise  a  number  of  others  whom  I  permitted,  by  leave  of  his  '®*"''"«*- 
Excellency  Grovemor  Hunter,  to  have  a  passage  to  India,  but 
from  my  unfortunate  situation  cannot  take  them  any  further. 

For  further  particulars  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Captain  Dell, 
who  will  give  you  every  information  of  our  circumstances,  and  wait 
your  pleasure. 

With  my  best  respects  to  Mrs.  King, 

I  have,  <tc., 

W.  W.  Bampton. 
[Enclosnre  No.  2.] 

LIBUTENANT-GOVERKOR  KiNG  TO   DePUTY-CoMMISSARV  ClARK. 

Mr.  William  Wright  Bampton  (late  master  of  the  Endeavour) 
having  represented  the  distressed  state  of  his  people  for  provisions 
and  some  stores,  which  are  necessary  for  the  prosecution  of  his  stores 
voyage  to  India,  and  as  he  informs  me  he  can  procure  a  person  to  cSJt''&iim). 
lodge  twelve  hundred  pounds  of  fresh  pork  in  his  Majesty's  stores  ton. ' 
in  exchange  for  an  equal  quantity  of  salt  beef,  and  that  he  has  a 
quantity  of  salt  which  will  be  useful  in  curing  Government's  pork, 
which  he  is  willing  to  give  as  an  equivalent  return  for  the  quantity 
of  dholl  required,  and  will  pay  any  overplus  in  money  : 

On  these  conditions  you  will  deliver  him  the  salt  beef  out  of  the 
stores,  and  the  dholl  from  that  condemned  by  survey,  with  the  to  be  sup- 
stores  as  per  margin,*  taking  a  fair  valuation  of  the  worth  of  those  govgJJjJJI^nt 
articles,  delivering  to  me  original  copies  of  the  same,  together  with  storcb. 
such  money  as  may  be  given  for  the  overplus  value,  to  be  applied 
by  me  to  the  purpose  of  purchasing  grain  and  fresh  pork. 

For  all  which  this  shall  be  your  order. 

Given   under  my  hand,  at  Sydney,  on  Norfolk  Island,  this 
19th  day  of  January,  1796. 

PniLIP   GiDLEY    KlX(i. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

20th  January,  1796.  20  Jan. 

Parole — Norfolk.  Countersign — Reliance. 

All  settlers  and  other  persons  (the  civil  and  military  officers 
excepted)  who  are  in  possession  of  firearms  are  hereby  ordered  q^.j,^„  ^^ 
forthwith  to  give  in  their  names  to  the  Commissary,  or  storekeepers  firearms 
at  the  different  settlements,  in  order  to  their  being  registered ;  and  roistered. 

*Two  tons  and  a  half  of  dholl;  twelve  hundred  pounds  of  beef ;  three  pieces  of  islaml 
canvas ;  oae  hundred  pounds  of  nails :  six  hundred  dcclc-nails ;  some  ironwork,  about 
•erenty  pounds  weight ;  four  pounds  of  thread. 
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1796      the  constables  o£  the  different  diBtricts  are  to  apprehend  all  persons 
V  20  Jan.     ^boy  ^^y  ineet  carrying  arms  without  a  certiiicate  signed  by  ih» 

Commissary,  of  such  arms  having  been  registered  in  his  office. 

Any  settler  who  may  be  in  want  of  arms  for  his  protection,  and 
can  give  information  of  any  person  not  complying  with  this  OrdcsFy 
will  have  such  arms  registered  in  his  name. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

23  Jan.  23rd  January,  1796. 

Parole — Diligence.  Countersign — Sobriety. 

Application  having  been  made  to  the  Governor  by  individuals 
Distilleries    who  appear  to  have  prepared  materials  for  the  purpose  of  distilling 
spirits,  desiring  his  Excellency's  permission  to  carry  into  execution 
their  preconcerted  design  of  making  and  vending  spirit,  the  quality 
of  which  is  of  so  poisonous  a  nature  as  must  in  a  very  short  time 
ruin  the  good  health  of  the  settlement :    So  iniquitous  and  danger- 
ous a  practice  being  not  only  in  direct  disobedience  of  his  Majesty's 
command,  but  destructive  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the 
prohibited,    colony  in  general :     It  is  hereby  ordered  in  the  most  determined 
manner  that  no  person  or  persons  do,  on  any  pretence  whatever, 
attempt  the  distilling  of  spirituous  liquors  of  any  kind  or  quality, 
on  pain  of  such  steps  being  taken  for  their  punishment  as  will 
effectually  prevent  the  repetition  of  so  dangerous  an  offenca 
lastructions      The  constables  of  all  the  different  districts,  as  well  as  all  other 
v'         staWes.        persons  whose  duty  it  is  to  preserve  order,  are  hereby  strictly 

enjoined  to  be  extreamly  vigilant  in  discovering  and  giving  infor- 
mation where,  and  in  whose  possession,  any  article  or  machine  for 
the  above  purpose  now  is  or  may  hereafter  be  erected  in  opposi- 
tion to  this  Public  Order. 

N.B. — Information  on  this  subject  to  be  given  to  the  nearest 
magistrate,  who  is  hereby  desired  to  give  the  earliest  information 
to  the  Judge- Advocate,  at  Sydney.*  Jno.  Huntbb. 


Government  and  General  Order. 
2oJan.  25th  January,  1796. 

Parole — Hawkesbury.  Countersign — Francis. 

It  having  been  represented  to  the  Governor  that  notwithsteuiding 
the  Order  of  the  22nd  October,  t  strictly  forbidding  those  who 
Water  occupy  huts  near  the  stream  of  fresh  water  that  supplies  the  town 

sugpiyof  of  Sydney  from  pulling  down  paling  or  keeping  pigs  near  that 
stream,  there  are  some  who,  in  open  defiance  of  that  Order,  do  not 
only  open  the  paling,  but  with  dirty  vessels  take  the  water  they 
want  above  the  tanks,  and  thei*eby  disturb  and  thicken  the  whole 
stream  below,  the  Crovemor  thinks  it  necessary  to  give  this  infor 
mation  to  every  description  of  people  that  he  expects  when  an 

«  Post,  p.  31.  t  See  Vol.  ii,  p.  820. 
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Order  is  given  it  is  to  be  obeyed.     If,  therefore,  any  person  is      1706 
hereafter  known  either  to  pull  down  or  open  the  paling  round     25  Jan. 
the  stream,  or  to  dip  their  water  above  the  tanks,  they  will  be  »mje«Snk       ^ 
immediately  confined  and  punished  in  such  manner  as  their  dis-  stream. 
obedience  of  this  Order  shall  deserve. 

Jno.  Huntbe, 

Government  and  General  Order. 

26th  January,  1796.  26  Jan. 

Parole — Boston.  Countersign — Bengal. 
As  the  expeditious  unloading  the  storeship*  which  is  arnved  here  ^^**^}"*^  * 
will  require  the  assistance  of  a  greater  number  of  people  than  we 
at  present  have  at  public  labor,  it  is  the  Governor's  directions  that 
three  men  from  each  farm  having  ten,  be  immediately  sent  in  for 
this  purpose,  who  will  be  returned  to  their  farms  as  soon  as  this 
work  is  compleated.  

Government  and  General  Order. 

29th  January,  1796.  29  Jan. 

Parole — Hotham.  Countersign — Royal  George. 

The  many  robberies  which  have  lately  been  committed  render  it  Robberies. 
necessary  that  some  steps  should  be  taken  to  put  a  stop  to  a  prac- 
tice so  destructive  of  the  happiness  and  comfort  of  the  industrious. 
And  as  it  is  well  known  that  a  feUow  known  by  the  name  of  Black 
Cfesart  has  absented  himself  some  time  past  from  his  work,  and 
has  carried  with  him  a  musquet,  notice  is  hereby  given  that  who- 
ever shall  secure  this  man  Black  Caesar  and  bring  him  in  with  his 
arms  shall  receive  as  a  reward  five  gallons  of  spirits. 

The  Governor  thinks  it  further  necessary  to  inform  those  settlers 
or  people  employed  in  shooting,  who  may  have  been  occasionally 
supplied  with  powder  and  shot,  that  if  it  shall  be  discovered  here- 
after that  they  have  so  abused  the  confidence  place<l  in  them  as  to 
supply  those  common  plunderers  with  any  part  of  their  ammuni-  ^'^J^kfon 
tion,  steps  will  be  taken  immediately  for  their  punishment,  as  they  to  outlaws. 
will  be  considered  accomplices  in  the  robberies  committed  by  those  ^ 

whom  they  have  so  supplied. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Deputy  Judge- Advocate  Hibbins|  to  Under  Secretary  King. 

His  Majesty's  armed  ship  the  Reliance,  at  sea, 
Dear  Sir,  29th  January,  1796. 

I  am  now  on  my  passage  to  Norfolk  Island  with  my  family. 
This  is  no  other  than  a  second  counterpart  of  a  first  original  letter 

*  l^e  Gem,  •toreship.  She  arrived  on  the  23rd  Janiury,  1706,  after  a  passage  from 
England  of  twenty-three  weeks. 

t  Thie  mail  was  alleged  by  Oollint  (vol.  i,  p.  467)  to  have  given  more  trouble  than  anv 
other  oonTiet  in  the  settlement.  He  was  shot  by  one  of  two  men  who,  lured  by  the  reward, 
bad  been  leaichSng  f of  hhn  some  days. 

)  lliooias  Hlbbuis,  i^ypointed  Deputy  Judge- Advocate  In  l^orfolk,  on  12th  July,  1794. 
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wrote  to  you  and  his  Excellency  the  Governor  on  the  same  subject, 
but  with  some  material  additions,  intending  them  to  be  transmitted 
by  different  conveyances,  on  account  of  the  probability  or  possi- 
bility of  still  existing  war  and  captures,  as  well  as  the  common 
risk  and  perils  of  the  seas. 

By  a  casual  omission  or  oversight  his  Majesty's  Letters  Patent* 
creating  and  establishing  the  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature 
intended  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  to  be  established  in  Norfolk 
Island  does  not  make  its  appearance.  I  have  brought  with  me 
my  Commission  as  Judge- Advocate  of  the  same, -and  the  Act  of 
Parliament,  but  the  Act  expressly  says  in  the  second  clause : 
"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  his 
Majesty  may,  by  his  Commission  under  the  Great  Seal,  authorize 
the  Lieutenant-Governor,  or  person  for  the  time  being  administer- 
ing the  government  of  his  Majesty's  settlement  in  Norfolk  Island, 
to  convene  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  may  require,  a  Court  of 
Judicature  for  the  trial  and  punishment  of  all  such  outrages  aoid 
misbehaviours  as  if  committed  within  this  realm  would  be  deemed 
and  taken,  according  to  the  laws  of  this  realm,  to  be  treason,  or 
misprision  thereof,  felony,  or  misdemeanour,"  &c.,  Ac.,  but  such 
Commission  under  the  Great  Seal,  or  his  Majesty's  Privy  Seal,  or 
his  Majesty's  Letters  Patent,  are  not  at  present  to  be  found  in  the 
Southern  Hemisphere;  it  would  be,  therefore,  highly  illegal  to  hold 
such  Court.  In  consequence  thereof,  his  Excellency  has  caused 
the  oaths  of  office  and  qualification  usually  taken  and  subscribed 
by  a  Justice  of  Peace  to  be  administered  to  me,  that  I  may  confine 
myself  to  acting  in  that  capacity  alone  until  the  Patent  does 
arrive.  I  have  also  observed,  upon  a  perusal  of  a  copy  of  the 
Patent  for  New  South  Wales,  that  a  Court  of  Civil  Jurisdiction  is 
thereby  ordained  and  directed  to  be  held,  composed  of  the  Judge- 
Advocate  and  two  other  fit  and  pix)per  persons  inhabiting  the 
said  settlement,  to  which  Civil  Court  is  given  power  "to  hold 
plea  of,  and  to  hear  and  determine  in  a  summary  way  all  pleas 
concerning  lands,  houses,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  and  all 
manner  of  interest  therein  ;  and  all  pleas  of  debt,  account  or  other 
contracts,  trespasses,  and  all  manner  of  other  personal  pleas  what- 
soever." 

And  the  King  "farther  ordains  and  grants  to  the  said  Court 
power  to  grant  probates  of  will  and  administration  of  the  personal 
estates  of  intestates  dying  within  the  place  or  settlement  aforesaid,** 
which  Civil  Court  and  powers  should,  I  imagine,  be  contained 
in  the  Patent  for  Norfolk,  as  well  as  in  that  for  Sydney.  I 
have  also  been  informed  by  Capt.  Collins  that  when  he  first  came 
out  to  New  South  Wales  he  was  allowed  by  Government,  and 
brought  with  him,  a  certain  number  of  well-chosen  law-books,  to 

*  The  Patent  was  sent  out  by  the  ship  Marquis  Cornwallls,  which  arrived  at  Sydney  o 
the  11th  Februarj-,  1796  . 
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assist  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  public  duty,  which  aid  and  1706 
allowance  I  hope  will,  and  prcssinglj  request  may,  be  granted  20  Jan. 
to  me,  for  I  remained  in  England  near  eight  months  longer  than 
J  expected,  and  after  I  had  settled  and  arranged  my  private 
afl&urs  at  a  great  expence,  and  during  one  of  the  longest  and 
severest  winters  ever  remembered,  when  all  the  necessaries  of  life 
were  exorbitantly  dear,  so  that  I  found  it  impossible  to  provide 
myself  with  several  necessary  law-books  I  ought  not  to  be  without, 
particularly  the  Statutes  at  large. 

A  list  of  books  supplied  to  the  Jud^e- Advocate  of  New  South  The  Judge* 
Wales : — ^The  Statutes  at  large,  Hale's  Historia  Placitorum  Corona,  ubra^  ' 
Hawkins's  do.,  Foster's  Reports  and  Discourses  upon  Crown  Law, 
Crown  Circuit  Companion,  Addington's  Penal  Statutes,  Jacob's 
Law   Dictionary,   Blackstone's    Commentaries,    Bum's   Justice, 
Reeve's  History  of  the  English  Law,  One  Year's  Session  Papers.* 

I  humbly  request  that  the  last  editions  of  these  books  may  be 
transmitted,  and  that  instead  of  Burn's  Justice  and  the  Crown 
Circuit  Comjianion,  which  are  amongst  those  I  have  already,  I 
may  be  supplied  with  those  subjoined,  vizt.  : — Impey's  Practice  in 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  BuUer's  Nisi  Prius,  and  the  Crown 
Circuit  Assistant,  with  Wood's  Conveyancing,  or  some  other 
eminent  author  on  that  subject. 

Subjecting,  however,  the  list  in  general  to  such  alterations  or 
additions  as  his  Majesty's  Judge- Advocate-General,  or  any  of  his        /  w^ 
principal  law  officers,  if  consulted,  might  deem  proper  to  advise. 

I  wish  also  I  could  be  supplied  with  a  moderate  quantity  of 
stationery,  as  such  is  the  very  nature  of  ray  office  that  I  must 
unquestionably  use  a  great  deal,  and  of  which  I  have  but  an 
inconsiderable  quantum  at  present. 

I  take  the  liberty  strongly  to  recommend  additional  information 
to  be  inserted  in  the  lists  of  convicts,  usually  transmitted  with  them,  Re-:ords  of 
and  that  [what]  is  the  particular  crimes  or  offences  they  have  been  convicts. 
guilty  of,  which  would  give  but  little  more  trouble  at  the  time  of 
making  out  such  lists;  but  more  particularly  in  cases  of  perjury. 
Offenders  of  this  description  are  in  certain  cases  liable  to  trans- 
portation (see  Stat.),  and  in  others  to  capital  punishment;  but 
in  these  latter  cases  his  Majesty's  well-known  clemency  might  be 
sometimes  extended,  on  condition  of  transportation  for  a  term  of 
years,  or  for  life;  and  it  would  be  most  injurious  to  society  in  any 
part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions  to  subject  them  to  the  testimony 
of  so  dangerous  an  offender.  It  is  a  general  rule  in  all  case«,  civil 
and  crimmal,  the  best  evidence  that  may  be  had,  or  that  the  nature 
of  the  thing  will  bear,  is  to  be  given.  Many  times  juries,  together 
with  other  matter,  are  much  induced  by  presumptions,   either 

^  A  ifanikr  list  had  been  sent  by  Hibbina  to  Qoveraor  Hunter  In  November,  1795.— Vol.  ii, 
II.8ML 
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17H      wrote  to  yoa  and  his  Excellency  the  Governor  on  the  nme  subject, 
99  Ju.     '^1^  with  some  material  additions,  intending  them  to  be  tr&nsmitted 
HifaMs"'       ^^  different  conveyances,  on  account  of  ^e  probability  or  potisi- 
oompoii'    bility  of  still  existin);;  war  and  captures,  as  well  aa  the  common 
denoe.         j.-^  j^j,j  perils  ot  the  seas. 
V  AnoniMDn.      By  a.  casual  omission  or  oversight  his  Majesty's  Lettei^  Patent* 

creating  and  establiehiog  the  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature 
intended  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  to  be  established  in  Norfolk 
Island  does  not  make  its  appearance.  I  have  brought  with  me 
my  Commission  as  Judge- Advocate  of  the  same,-and  the  Act  of 
Parliament,  but  the  Act  expressly  says  in  the  second  clause ; 
"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  his 
Majesty  may,  by  his  Commission  under  the  Great  Seal,  authorize 
the  Lieiitensnt-Govemor,  or  person  for  the  time  being  administer- 
ing the  government  of  his  Majesty's  settlement  in  Norfolk  Idand, 
to  convene  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  may  require,  a  Court  of 
C'rioiinni  Judicature  for  the  trial  and  punishment  of  all  such  outrages  ajid 
'^™"-  misbehaviours  as  if  committed  within  this  realm  would  be  deemed 

and  taken,  according  to  the  laws  of  this  realm,  to  be  treason,  or 
misprision  thereof,  felony,  or  misdemeanour,"  Ac,  &c.,  but  such 
Commission  under  the  Great  Seal,  or  his  Majesty's  Privy  Seal,  or 
his  Majesty's  Letters  Patent,  are  not  at  present  to  be  found  in  the 
Southern  Hemisphere;  it  would  be,  therefore,  highly  illegal  to  hold 
such  Court.  In  consequence  thereof,  Jiis  Excellency  has  caused 
the  oaths  of  office  and  qualification  usually  taken  and  subscribed 
by  a  Justice  of  Peace  to  be  administered  to  me,  that  I  may  confine 
myself  to  acting  in  that  capacity  alone  until  the  Patent  does 
arrive.  I  have  also  observed,  upon  a  perusal  of  a  copy  of  ths 
ciili  Court.  Patent  for  New  South  Wales,  that  a  Court  of  Civil  Jurudiction  is 
thereby  ordained  and  directed  to  be  held,  composed  of  the  Judge- 
Advocate  and  two  other  fit  and  pi'D[)er  persons  inhabiting  the 
said  settlement,  to  which  Civil  Court  is  given  power  "  to  hold 
plea  of,  and  to  hear  and  determine  in  a  summary  way  all  pleas 
concerning  lands,  houses,  tenements,  and  hci-editamenta,  and  all 
manner  of  interest  therein  ;  and  all  pleas  of  debt,  account  or  other 
contracts,  trespasses,  and  nil  mannei'  of  otliei'  personal  plea 
soever." 

And  the  King  "  farther  ordains  and  grants  to  the  a 
l)ower  to  grant  probates  of  will  and  administration  of  the  p 
estates  of  intestates  dying  within  the  place  or  settlement  afore 
which  Civil  Court  and  powers  should,  I  imagine,  be  c 
in  the  Patent  for  Norfolk,  as  well  as  in  that  for  8yc_ 
have  also  been  informed  by  Capt.  Collins  that  when  h%  fin 
out  to  New  South  Wales  he  was  allowed  by  Go^-emmai 
^"^        Lawbook),    brought  with  him,  a  certein  number  of  well  chosen  l»VrW 

*  The  Patent  m  Hnt  out  b>-  the  >bip  Huqnli  Connmllli^  vMdi 
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1796  The  Governor  thinks  it  necessary  to  assure  the  soldiers  that  he 

5  Feb.      considers  their  conduct  upon  this  occasion  to  have  been  disgraoefal 

—       to  the  character  of  a  Kritish  soldier,  and  that  he  did  hope  to 

spoak/his     have  found  men  amongst  them  who  would  have  had  pride  enough 

mind.  ^  ij^ve  stood  forward  and  pointed  out  the  ringleaders  of   so 

mutinous  a  conduct,  for  in  no  other  light  can  it  be  considered 
than  that  of  mutiny  when  the  military  assemble  in  such  numbers 
unlcnown  to  their  officers,  who  are  at  all  times  ready  to  Usten  to 
any  complaints  they  may  Iiave  to  make,  and  to  see  that  agreeable 
to  common  justice  they  are  redressed.  If  the  soldiers  expect  that 
the  Governor  or  any  of  the  officers  in  this  settlement  can  hereafter 
consider  them  as  hereafter  menting  the  honorable  appellation  of 
British  troops,  it  must  be  by  their  bnnging  forward  the  ring- 
leaders or  advisers  of  this  disgraceful  conduct,  in  order  that  the 

RingicoAiera  stigma  may  be  wiped  away  by  such  worthless  characters  being 

to  bo  tried.   ][jrQ„gj||j  ^  ^,,[^^1  fQ^  ^j^jg  shameful  conduct* 


The  ration.   The  small  quantity  of  flour  remaining  in  the  settlement  renders  it 
necessary  to  alter  the  ration  to  the  following  : — 

To  SMiera  and  Free  People^ 
To  free 
l)eo{>lc.  Beef        ...         ... 

X    V&  Ak.  •  •  •  •  •   •  •  i 

Flour     ...        ... 

XvlCv  ...  .  •  •  .1 

Wheat 

X  ease     . . .        « • .        • . 
Sugar     ...        ...        .. 

To  convictM. 

^y%^"x  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  I 

X  orik         •  •  •  •  •  •  •  I 

Flour     ...        ... 

aVA\^\/  •  •  •  t  •  I  •  I 

Wheat    ... 

Sugar 

Women  and  children  in  proportion. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

*  From  the  account  driven  by  Collins  (vol.  i,  p.  4.'>4),  the  riotous  conduct  of  the  soldicrj 
arose  out  of  a  long-standing  quarrel  between  two  ex-oonvicts— one  a  private  in  the  corpe; 
"^  t he  ot her  the  master-carpenter  at  Svdney  (John  Baughan).  The  soldier,  it  appears,  had  been 

reported  by  Baiighan  for  leaving  his  post  when  on  sentry,  ond  had  been  in  comequenoe 
placed  in  confinement  by  the  sergeant  of  the  guard.  The  company  to  which  the  eenttnel 
(•elonged  resented  Baughan's  conduct.  On  the  morning  following  the  arrest,  they 
repaired  in  a  body  to  his  cottage,  and,  in  addition  to  severely  maltreating  him,  Uiey  totally 
deuiolishod  his  house,  outhouses,  and  furniture,  before  eiUier  the  civif  or  inilitary  ooukl 
int«r>-ene.  A  warrant  was  taken  out  for  the  arrest  of  four  ol  the  prinoipeJs,  but  before  it 
could  be  executed  the  soldiers  expressed  their  regret,  and  offered  to  indemnify  the  carpenter, 
and  the  wnrrant  was  withdrawn.  Collins  attributed  this  outbreak  to  the  number  of  ex* 
convicts  who  had  been  allowe<l  to  enlist. 


7  lb.,  or 

4  lb. 

4  lb. 

3  lb. 

3  lb. 

3  pints. 

6oz. 

Convicts. 

7  lb.,  or 

41b. 

21b. 

41b. 

31b. 

•   *   9                                t   •   • 

4  lb. 

6  oz. 
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Governor  Hunter  to  Captain  Paterson.  1796 

Sir,  Sydney,  7th  February,  1796.  7  Feb. 

Since  I  saw  you  this  morning  I  have  turned  in  my  mind  Hunter  and 
the  subject  of  our  conversation,  and  I  have  in  consequence  chang'd  thcsoWiew. 
my  intention  of  speaking  to  the  soldiers  myself.     I  see  that  it 
wou'd  be  a  condescention  on  my  part  which  their  violent  and 
unsoldierlike  conduct  does  not  entitle  them  to  from  me.    I  stand 
in  this  colony  as  the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  the  representative  of 
our  Sovereign ;  anything,  therefore,  that  could  lessen  me  in  the 
eye  of  the  public  would  be  degrading  the  King's  authority,  which 
shall  never  suffer  in  my  person  whilst  I  am  capable  of  giving  it 
its  full  power  and  consequence.     I  never  can  or  will  listen  to 
the  complaints  of  any  set  of  men  who  feel  themselves  above  pre- 
ferring them  witli  moderation,  and  a  decent  submission  to  the  The  civil 
laws  and  regulations  of  the  colony  ;  they  must  not — they  shall  ^CidiciJted* 
not — dictate  laws  and  rules  for  the  government  of  this  settlement; 
they  were  sent  here  by  his  Majesty  to  support  the  civil  power  in  y 

the  execution  of  its  functions,  but  they  seem  disposed  to  take  all 
law  into  their  own  hands,  and  to  direct  it  in  whatever  way  best 
may  suit  their  own  views. 

Their  violence  upon  the  late  occasion  shall  be  laid  before  the 
King,*  and  the  principal  actors  in  it  shall  be  pointedly  mark'd,  in 
order  that  justice  the  most  perfect  be  done  to  everyone  concerned 
in  it.     I  must  declare  to  you,  sir,  that  the  conduct  of  this  part  of 
the  New  South  Wales  Corps  has  been,  in  my  opinion,  the  most 
violent  and  outrageous  that  was  ever  heard  of  by  any  British  Conduct 
regiment  whatever,  and  I  shall  consider  every  step  they  may  go  any  British ' 
farther  in  aggravation  as  rel)ellion  against  his  Majesty's  govern-  rcKiment. 
ment  and  authority,  of  which  the  most  early  notice  shall  be  taken, 
and  those  concerned  be  in  due  time  obliged  to  answer  for  it,  most 
probably  with  their  lives.     This  is  all  I  think  it  necessary  to 
trouble  you  with.     Their  conduct  will  be  pointedly  mark'd  thro* 
all  its  stages,  and  I  will  be  firm  and  resolv'd  in  such  steps  as  it 
may  be  necessary  for  me  to  pursue,  and  of  this  you,  as  their  com- 
manding officer,  will  be  pleased  to  inform  them. 

I  am,  &c., 
Jno.  Hunter. 

Government,  AND  General  Order. 

8th  February,  1796.  8  Feb. 

Parole — Respect.  Countersign —  Obedience. 

The  recent  conduct  of  that  part  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  The  outrage 
doing  duty  at  Sydney  having  been  turbulent  beyond  example,  and  ^^  ^oia*®"' 
a  daring  violation  of  the  public  peace  of  this  settlement,  as  well  as 
dangerous  to  the  lives  and  dwellings  of  its  inhabitants,  and  as 

*  See  Governor  Hunter's  letters  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  post,  pp.  42, 64,  and  the  Duke's 
reply,  port,  p.  aM. 

VOL.  Ill — B 
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1796 
8  Feb. 

N.8.W. 
Corn  to 
reside  in 
barracks. 


from  the  scattered  manner  in  which  the  soldiers  live  their  general 
conduct  cannot  be  so  minutely  inspected  by  their  officers  as  we 
find  from  experience  is  requisite,  the  commanding  officer  will  give 
directions  that  as  soon  as  the  barracks  can  be  repaired  they  do  in 
future  occupy  them,  instead  of  sleeping  in  huts  at  a  distance  from 
them,  those  buildings  having  been  erected  for  that  purpose.  By 
this  means  they  will  be  more  immediately  under  the  eye  of  their 
officers,  who  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  able  to  prevent  any  such  unmilitary 
conduct  hereafter.  Jno.  Hunter. 


12  Feb. 


Criminal 
Court. 


13  Feb. 


Court- 
uiartial. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

12th  February,  1796. 
Parole — Marquis.  Countersign — Comwallis. 

A  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature,  consisting  of  the  Judge- Advocate, 
one  officer  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Supply,  and  five  officers  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Corps,  will  assemble  on  Monday,  the  15th  instant,  at 
10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  for  the  trial  of  such  prisoners  as  may  be 
brought  before  it.  Jno.  Hunter. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

13th  February,  1796. 
Parole — Duke.  Countersign — ^Portland. 

A  General  Court-martial  is  to  assemble  at  9  o'clock  on  Thursday 
morning,  the  18th  instant,  for  tlie  trial  of  all  such  prisoners  as  may 
be  brought  before  it. 

New  SoiUh  Wales  Corps — Members, 

Captn.  Willm.  Paterson,  President 

Captn.  John  McArthur. 

Captn.  John  Townson. 

Lieut.  John  Thomas  Prentice. 

Lieut.  John  Piper. 

Ensign  Neil  McKellar. 

Ensign  James  Hunt  Lucas. 

Captain  David  Collins,  of  the  marines,  to  officiate  as  Deputy 
Judge- Advocate.  Jno.  Hunter. 


14  Feb. 


The  case  of 

John 

Baujfhan. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

14th  February,  1796. 
Parole — Earl.  Countersign — Fitzwilliam. 

As  from  the  violent  and  unwarrantable  manner  in  which  that 
part  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  doing  duty  at  Sydney  con- 
ducted themselves  on  the  «5tli  instant,  in  the  destruction  of  the 
dwelling-liouse  and  all  its  furniture  belonging  to  John  Baughan, 
it  is  natural  enough  in  every  inhabitant  of  this  colony  (should 
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sach  conduct  be  suffered  to  pass  unnoticed)  to  entertain  appre-      1796 
hensions  for  the  safety  of  their  persons,  and  the  preser\'ation  of     14  Fe^. 
their  habitations,  whenever  any  private  soldier  shall  think  proper 
to  consider  him  as  a  person  deserving  chastisement,  the  Governor 
thinks  it  necessary  to  publish  in  this  manner  to  the  inhabitants  V  V 

of  all  the  districts  of  the  colony  his  reasons  for  not    having, 
agreeable  to  his  first  determination,  carried  on  the  most  serious 
criminal  prosecution  on  the  part  of  the  Crown  against  the  offenders 
in  this  shameful  transaction.     A  warrant  having  been  issued  for  a  wwrmnt 
the  apprehension  of  four  of  these  men  concerned,  whose  persons  *"^*^ 
were  known  and  had  been  deposed  to,  he  was  prevailed  on  at  the 
instance  of  the  officers  to  suspend  for  a  short  time  the  execution 
of  the  warrant,  in  order  that  the  men  might  be  paraded  and  spoken 
to  by  their  officers,  as  well  as  to  hesir  a  letter  read  which  the 
Governor  had  written  to  their  commanding  officer  upon  the  subject 
of  this  disgraceful  conduct,  signifying  his  Excellency's  determin- 
ation in  consequence  of  it.     A  message  was  then  brought  to  the 
Governor  by  Captain  McArthur  in  the  name  of  the  corps,  ex- 
pressive of  their  contrition,  their  sincere  concern  for  what  had  Tho 
happened,  promising  at  the  same  time  that  they  would  endeavour  ^ntriUon. 
by  their  future  conduct  to  wipe  away  the  odium  which  this  recent 
instance  of  disorder  and  want  of  respect  for  the  laws,  the  peace,      ^  \j 
and  order  of  the  settlement  had  brought  upon  them ;  they  also 
agreed  to  indemnify  the  sufferer  for  his  loss.    Upon  receiWng  this 
message  by  the  above  officer,  and  by  the  personal  petition  of  the 
sufferer,  John  Baughan,  that  the  warrant  of  apprehension  might 
not  Ije  executed,  the  Governor  ordered  it  to  l^e  withdrawn ;  the  The  warrant 
consequences  would  otherwise  most  probably  have  been  fatal  to  ^^^^^^'^^• 
some.     The  Governor  takes  this  opportunity  of  assuring  all  persons 
resident  in  every  part  of  liLs  Majesty's  territory  over  which  he 
has  the  honor  to  preside  that  his  determination  is  to  preserve  the 
peace,  order,  and  tranquility  of  these  settlements  by  every  means 
which  the  laws  can  furnish.     And  as  ib  has  been  intimated  to  his 
Excellency  that  many  of  the  convicts  take  opportunities  of  shewing  The  convicts 
a  degree  of  insolence  to  the  military  which  is  on  no  account  to  be  ^^™^- 
suffered,  he  assures  them  that  those  who  shall  presume  to  act  in 
such  manner  shall  be  punished  in  the  most  exemplar}'  way. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Memorandum.* 

[In  the  handwriting  of  Governor  Hunter.] 
On  the  7th  of  March,  1796,  the  Governor  received  a  letter  from  Baimainand 
Mr.  Balmain,  the  principal  surgeon  to  the  colony,  enclosing  copys  ^^* 

of  a  correspondence  which  had  passed  between  him,  Captain 
McArthur,  and  the  officers  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps.  Mr. 
Balmain  states  in  his  letter  how  very  difficult  it  must  at  all  times 

*  This  memorandnra  bean  no  date.    Its  contents  suffice  to  indicate  its  place  in  the  Records. 
The  suburb  of  Balmain  was  named  after  the  surgeon  here  mentioned. 
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/ 


The  case  of 

John 

Bau^han. 


A  letter 
from  the 
otfioenj. 


J 


Macarthur's 

alleged 

disposition. 


Balmcdn's 
leply. 


i 


The  officers' 
answer. 


prove  for  any  man  to  do  the  duty  of  a  civil  magistrate  when,  by 
the  proper  discharge  of  that  duty,  he  is  liable  to  the  reproaches 
and  insults  of  a  body  of  officers,  some  of  whom  we  know  were  at 
that  time  in  the  Commission  of  the  Peace. 

The  outrage  committed  by  the  military  which  occasioned  this 
correspondence  was  transmitted  home,  and  laid  before  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  1796. 

Mr.  Balmain,  in  his  capacity  as  a  civil  magistrate,  having  met 
the  man  (John  Baughan)  whose  house  had  been  attacked  and 
furniture  destroyed,  had  questioned  him  on  the  subject  At  this 
time  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants  were  alarmed,  and  there  was 
a  general  cry  for  justice  ;  but  it  having  gone  forth  amongst  the 
military  that  Mr.  Balmain  had  interrogated  Jno.  Baughan  upon 
tlie  business,  and  that  he  had  found  him,  from  fear,  inclined  to 
submit  to  his  sufferings,  Mr.  Balmain  told  1dm  he  was  liable  to 
prosecution  for  compounding  a  felony,  and  that  he,  Mr.  Balmain, 
might,  perhaps,  be  the  first  to  forward  such  prosecution.  Upon 
this  idea  of  the  military  that  Mr.  Balmain,  who  was  only  acting  as 
a  strict  magistrate,  had  interros'ated  Jno.  Baughan,  he  received  a 
letter  in  the  name  of  the  military  officers,  the  purport  of  which 
was,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect,  that  the  writer  was  instructed  by 
his  brother-officers  to  request  an  answer  to  two  questions.  The 
tirst  was,  if  he  had  insisted  or  advised  Jno.  Baughan  to  prosecute 
the  soldiers  %  The  other  was  whether  he  had  threatened  Baughan 
with  a  prosecution  if  he  withdrew  his  complaint  ?  [The  docu- 
ment was  signed  by  John  Macarthur.] 

Mr.  Balmain  observes  in  his  letter  of  complaint  to  the  Govt,  that 
he  hopes  he  sliall  not  be  accus'd  of  malice  for  observing  tliat  Mr. 
McArthur's  propensity  to  turbulence  and  litigation  has  ever  been 
conspicuous  in  this  colony,  and  that  he  has  not  liimself  scrupled 
to  avow  liis  inclination  to  be  contentious,  and  to  undervalue  the 
power  of  tlie  civil  authority. 

Mr.  Balmain^s  reply*  to  the  above  questions  were,  first,  relative 
to  the  prosecuting  Baughan  if  he  compounded  a  felony,  that  he 
liad  said  so  mucli  to  Baughan  ;  and  farther,  that  as  the  man's 
wife  appeared  apprehensive^  that  the  soldiers  would  murder  her 
husband,  that  ho  had  told  liim  Ikj  had  nothing  to  fear  on  that 
score.  He  also  added,  tliat  if  he  said  more,  and  any  person  would 
put  him  in  mind  of  it,  if  it  was  fact,  he  would  most  readily 
acknowledge  he  had  done  so.  These  answers  were  addressed  to 
Ccaptain  McArthur. 

Mr.  Balmain  rec'd,  immediately  after  this  reply,  a  kind  of  not© 
or  written  message  (10th  February,  1796)  in  the  name  of  the 
officers  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  of  wldch  the  purport  was 

*  In  the  margin  of  the  original  the  date  of  Bahnain's  reply  is  given  as  the  Sth  Febfuaiy 
1796. 
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'^That   after  a   calm   and    dispassionate   consideration  of   Mr.      1796 
Balmain's  conduct,  as  expressed  in  his  letter  to  Capt.  McArthur, 
they  sliould  be  wanting  in  justice  to  themselves  if  they  omitted  to 
express  their  indignation  at  liis  shamefully  malevolent  interference 
in  the  a&irs  of  their  corps." 

Let  any  indifferent  person  consider  this,  and  say  what  is  their  a  moyu- 
opinion  of  the  proper  duty  of  a  magistrate  in  a  case  where  the  "    '      ^' 
military  happen  to  be  the  rioters,  and  their  officers  in  a  body 
undertake  to  threaten  the  civil  magistrate  for  doing  his  duty  ? 

In  this  written  message  they  had  recourse  to  a  conversation 
which  had  pass'd  between  Mr.  Balmain  and  the  surgeon  of  the 
corps,  who  had  agreed  with  him  in  saying  that  in  consequence 
of  this  last  outrage  they  were  all  damn'd.  They  conclude  this 
message  by  observing  that  those  predicted  curses  wou'd  probably 
recoil  on  his  own  plotting  head  and  guilty  heart. 

Upon  this  message  Mr.  Balmain  wrote  (10th  February)  to  the  ]^]i"J{fj* 
commanding  officer  of  the  corps,  in  which  he  acknowledges  an  offlcew. 
esteem  for  many  officers  of  the  corps.  He  says  that  he  despises  and 
positively  denys  the  malevolent  charges  with  which  they  have 
branded  him,  and  that  he  is  fully  persuaded  that,  altho*  the  whole 
body  of  the  officers  are  drawn  into  this  dispute,  and  that  in  their 
name  generally  they  have  endeavoured  to  heap  reproach  upon  his 
head,  they  have  been  excited  thereto  by  the  base  insinuation  of 
some  particular  person  who  delights  in  strife,  and  who  wou'd  meet 
from  him  the  chastisement  he  merits  if  he  cou'd  lix  on  him. 

To  this  letter  Mr.  Balmain  did  not  receive  any  answer.  He, 
however,  thought  fit,  after  writing  the  above  letter,  to  reply  to 
their  written  message  by  a  letter  acldressed  to  Captain  McArthur, 
to  the  following  effect : — That  he  thinks  it  scarsely  within  tlie  Balmain 
bounds  of  probability  that  any  set  of  gentlemen  cou'd  be  led,  Suearthur. 
from  any  wish  of  their  own,  to  address  him,  who  had  given  them 
no  personal  offence,  in  the  opmbrious  language  which  the  officers 
of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  had  thought  proper  to  apply  to 
him  thaft  day,  and  that  as  the  letter  he  had  receiv'd  on  the  present 
subject  two  days  ago  was  from  him,  and  that  which  was  left  at 
his  house  that  day  was  in  his  handwriting,  he  had  no  doubt  but  A  chaliong^c 
that  he  was  the  chief  promoter  and  principal  author  of  the  abuse 
with  which  he  had  that  day  been  loaded.  He  then  acknowledged 
his  esteem  for  many  of  the  officers,  and  concludes  by  telling  him 
that  he  considers  him  a  base  rascal  and  an  atrocious  liar  and 
%'illain,  and  says  his  friend,  Mr.  Palmer,*  the  Commissary,  who  is 
the  bearer,  will  receive  his  answer. 

Upon  this  letter  Mr.  Balmain  the  next  day  (1 1th  February)  rec'd 
a  letter  signed  "  the  officers  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,"  in 
which  they  tell  him  that  Mr.  Palmer  having  declin  d  to  deliver  a  The  officers 
verbal  message  from  them,  they  had  caus'd  it  to  be  written,  and  '^^^^  *^- 

*  Plfthner  lived  at  the  bead  of  Woolloomooloo  Bay.    Palmer-street  derives  its  name  from  him. 


12 


HISTOEICAL   EECORDS  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


// 


1796 

20  Jan. 

Hibbins'g 

corre8pon< 

dencG. 

An  omission. 


Criminal 
CJourt. 


Ci^  il  Court. 


VV 


Law-bookf. 


wrote  to  you  and  his  Excellency  the  Governor  on  the  same  subject, 
but  with  some  material  additions,  intending  them  to  be  transmitted 
by  different  conveyances,  on  account  of  the  probability  or  possi- 
bility of  still  existing  war  and  captures,  as  well  as  the  common 
risk  and  perils  of  the  seas. 

By  a  casual  omission  or  oversight  his  Majesty's  Letters  Patent* 
creating  and  establishing  the  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature 
intended  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  to  be  established  in  Norfolk 
Island  does  not  make  its  appearance.  I  have  brought  with  me 
my  Commission  as  Judge- Advocate  of  the  same, -and  the  Act  of 
Parliament,  but  the  Act  expressly  says  in  the  second  clause : 
'*  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  his 
Majesty  may,  by  his  Commission  under  the  Great  Seal,  authorize 
the  Lieutenant-Governor,  or  person  for  the  time  being  administer- 
ing the  government  of  his  Majesty's  settlement  in  Norfolk  Island, 
to  convene  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  may  require,  a  Court  of 
Judicature  for  the  trial  and  punishment  of  all  such  outrages  ajid 
misbehaviours  as  if  committed  within  this  realm  would  be  deemed 
and  taken,  according  to  the  laws  of  this  realm,  to  be  treason,  or 
misprision  thereof,  felony,  or  misdemeanour,''  <S:c.,  <kc.,  but  sucb 
Commission  under  the  Great  Seal,  or  his  Majesty's  Privy  Seal,  or 
his  Majesty's  Letters  Patent,  are  not  at  present  to  be  found  in  the 
Southern  Hemisphere;  it  would  be,  therefore,  highly  illegal  to  hold 
such  Court.  In  consequence  thereof,  his  Excellency  has  caused 
the  oaths  of  office  and  qualification  usually  taken  and  subscribed 
by  a  Justice  of  Peace  to  be  administered  to  me,  that  I  may  confine 
myself  to  acting  in  that  capacity  alone  until  the  Patent  does 
arrive.  I  have  also  observed,  upon  a  perusal  of  a  copy  of  the 
Patent  for  New  South  Wales,  that  a  Court  of  Civil  Jurisdiction  is 
thereby  ordained  and  directed  to  be  held,  composed  of  the  Judge- 
Advocate  and  two  other  fit  and  proper  persons  inhabiting  the 
said  settlement,  to  which  Civil  Court  is  given  power  ''to  hold 
plea  of,  and  to  hear  and  determine  in  a  summary  way  all  pleas 
concerning  lands,  houses,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  and  all 
manner  of  interest  therein  ;  and  all  pleas  of  debt,  account  or  other 
contracts,  tresptisses,  and  all  manner  of  other  personal  pleas  what- 
soever." 

And  the  King  "farther  ordains  and  grants  to  the  said  Court 
power  to  grant  probates  of  will  and  administration  of  the  personal 
estates  of  intestates  dying  wichin  the  place  or  settlement  aforesaidy** 
which  Civil  Court  and  powers  should,  I  imagine,  be  contained 
in  the  Patent  for  Norfolk,  as  well  as  in  that  for  Sydney.  I 
have  also  been  informed  by  Capt.  Collins  that  when  he  first  came 
out  to  New  South  Wales  he  was  allowed  by  Government,  and 
brought  with  him,  a  certain  number  of  well-chosen  law-books^  to 

*  The  Patent  was  sent  out  by  the  ship  Marquis  Corawallis,  which  anired  at  By4aur  6 
the  11th  February,  1796  . 
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assist  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  public  duty,  which  aid  and  1796 
allowance  I  hope  will,  and  prossingly  request  may,  be  granted  2]>jan. 
to  me,  for  I  remained  in  England  near  eight  months  longer  than 
I  expected,  and  after  I  had  settled  and  arranged  my  private 
affiurs  at  a  great  expence,  and  during  one  of  the  longest  and 
severest  winters  ever  remembered,  when  all  the  necessaries  of  life 
were  exorbitantly  dear,  so  that  I  found  it  impossible  to  provide 
myself  with  several  necessary  law-books  I  ought  not  to  be  without, 
particularly  the  Statutes  at  large. 

A  list  of  books  supplied  to  the  Judge- Advocate  of  New  South  The  Judge* 
Wales : — ^The  Statutes  at  large,  Hale's  Historia  Placitorum  CJorona,  ubiury!^  ' 
Hawkins's  do.,  Foster's  Reports  and  Discourses  upon  Crown  Law, 
Crown  Circuit  Companion,  Addington's  Penal  Statutes,  Jacob's 
Law   Dictionary,    Blackstone's    Commentaries,    Bum's   Justice, 
Koeve's  History  of  the  English  Law,  One  Year's  Session  Papers.* 

I  humbly  request  that  the  last  editions  of  these  books  may  be 
transmitted,  and  that  instead  of  Burn's  Justice  and  the  Crown 
Circuit  Companion,  which  are  amongst  those  I  have  already,  I 
may  be  supplied  with  those  subjoined,  vizt.  : — Impey's  Practice  in 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  BuUer's  Nisi  Prius,  and  the  Crown 
Circuit  Assistant,  with  Wood's  Conveyancing,  or  some  other 
eminent  author  on  that  subject. 

Subjecting,  however,  the  list  in  general  to  such  alterations  or 
additions  as  his  Majesty's  Judge- Advocate-General,  or  any  of  his        /  ^ 
principal  law  officers,  if  consulted,  might  deem  proper  to  advise. 

I  wish  also  I  could  be  supplied  with  a  moderate  quantity  of 
stationery,  as  such  is  the  very  nature  of  my  office  that  I  must 
unquestionably  use  a  great  deal,  and  of  which  I  have  but  an 
inconsiderable  quantum  at  present. 

I  take  the  liberty  strongly  to  recommend  additional  information 
to  be  inserted  in  the  lists  of  convicts,  usually  transmitted  with  them,  Records  of 
and  that  [what]  is  the  particular  crimes  or  offences  they  have  been  <^<^"^»<^*8. 
gnilty  of,  which  would  give  but  little  more  trouble  at  the  time  of 
making  out  such  lists;  but  more  particularly  in  cases  of  perjury. 
Offenders  of  this  description  are  in  certain  cases  liable  to  trans- 
portation (see  Stat.),  and  in  others  to  capital  punishment ;  but 
in  these  latter  cases  his  Majesty's  well-known  clemency  might  be 
sometimes  extended,  on  condition  of  transportation  for  a  term  of 
years,  or  for  life;  and  it  would  be  most  injurious  to  society  in  any 
part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions  to  subject  them  to  the  testimony 
of  so  dangerous  an  offender.  It  is  a  general  rule  in  all  cases,  civil 
and  criminal,  the  best  evidence  that  may  be  had,  or  that  the  nature 
of  the  thing  will  bear,  is  to  be  given.  Many  times  juries,  together 
with  other  matter,  are  much  induced  by  presumptions,   either 

*  A  dmikr  list  had  been  sent  by  Hibbins  to  Goveraor  Hunter  in  November,  1795.— Vol.  ii, 

p.s4a 
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1796      violent  or  probable;    so  must  a  Judge-Advocate  and  the  oiher 
20  ji^,     members  of  a  Court  here,  of  necessity,  be  more  subject  to  such 
inducements,  for  the  want  in  general  of  such  competent  and 
credible  witnesses  as  may  be  procured  in  the  United  Kingdom ; 
therefore  every  brief  information  which  might  in  the  least  degree 
assist  the  judgment  of  the  Court  should  be  annexed  to  the  name 
of  each  convict ;  and  if,  as  it  sometimes  happens,  any  light  is 
thrown  out  in  the  course  of  their  trials  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  upon  their  general  and  true  characters,  or  whether  they 
Anteoedents  are  old  offenders,  or  otherwise,  &c.  (for  there  are  different  d^rees 
of  convicts.  q£  yjgg  j^jj^  criminality,  and  they  cannot  all  be  supposed  to  be 
equally  bad;  some  may  be  better  disposed  than  others).     I  think 
an  intimation  of  such  circumstances  should  and  easily  might  be 
comprised  in  such  lists  under  different  heads.     The  proper  officer 
who  makes  out  these  lists  should  consider  the  immense  distance 
we  are  at  here  from  home,  and  how  impracticable  it  is  to  obtain 
any  farther  communication  or  information  concerning  these  con- 
victs than  what  is  contained  in  such  lists.    Before  his  Majesty, 
Imprison-     with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  had  judged  fit  to  appoint 
hulks °"  ^^  ^^^  present  places  to  which  certain  offenders  should  be  transported, 
and  after  the  separation  of  the  English  Colonies  in  America  from 
their  connexion  with  Great  Britain,  when  the  exile  of  felons  to 
that  country  became  impracticable,  a  punishment  in  lieu  of  trans- 
portation  was  enacted  by  statute,  that  male  persons  might  be 
sent  on  board  ships  or  vessels  (commonly  called  the  hulks)  on  the 
river  Thames,  <kc.,  for  specified  terms,  to  be  kept  to  hard  labour, 
&c, ;  and  the  Clerk  of  Assize  was  directed  by  the  said  Act  to  give 
Records       to  the  sheriff  or  gaoler  a  certificate  in  writing  under  his  hand, 
shSri?^  ^  containing  an  account  of  the  christian  name,  surname,  and  age 
of  such  offender,  of  bis  offence,  of  the  Court  before  which  he  was 
convicted,  and  of  the  term  for  which  he  shall  be  so  ordered  to 
hard  labour ;  and  the  said  sheriff  or  gaoler  was  to  deliver  him, 
with  the  certificate,  to  the  superintendant,  <S:c.     I  therefore  sub- 
mit it  to  the  judgment  of  any  of  his  Majesty's  law  officers  if  sach 
sort  of  certificate,  or  certified  list,  should  not  be  transmitted  to 
the  Governor  of  these  settlements  for  his  Excellency's  and  the 
Lieut. -Gov'r  of  Norfolk's  information,  and  that  of  the  Jadges- 
Advocate  of  both  colonies,  instead  of  the  very  laconic  one  asiially 
^  ]j^^  sent  out,  which  contains  only  their  names  and  the  term  of  yeus 

system.  for  which  they  are  transported  ;  and  that  from  Ireland,  I  betiev^ 
only  notifies  their  names,  without  even  mentioning  the  time  or 
terms.  With  regard  to  the  books  above  mentioned,  I  have  no 
objection  to  consider  them  as  public  property  to  devolve  to  a 
successor,  on  account  of  the  expence,  the  vast  distance  from  home^ 
and  the  inconvenience  the  person  who  may  succeed  me  hereafter 
may  be  put  to  for  the  want  of  them,  besides  the  injury  his 
Majesty's  service  may  sustain  in  the  interim. 


BOOKS  AND  STATIOKEBT*  15 

With  respect  to  stationery,  when  it  is  considered  that  my  duty      1706 
"will  require  me  to  act  in  the  threefold  capacity  of  a  Justice  of     29  Jan. 
Peace,  a  Judge- Advocate  of  a  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature,  and  g^^^j^^. 
also,  I  suppose,  of  a  Court  of  Civil  Jurisdiction,  whose  whole ' 
.proceedings  in  either  case  are  required  to  be  reduced  to  writing, 
I  must,  of  course,  use  a  great  deal,  and  therefore  hope  I  shall 
Aot  be  thought  unreasonable  to  ask  the  allowance  of  a  moderate 
quantity. 

I  will  thank  you,  sir,  to  lay  this  letter  before  his  Grace  the 
2>uke  of  Portland,  or,  in  case  of  his  Grace's  resignation  or  death, 
before  his  successor ;  and  I  assure  both  you  and  him  that  I  am 
actuated  wholly  by  a  sence  of  duty  and  an  anxious  desire  to 
discharge  a  trust  reposed  in  me,  so  important  as  the  due  admin- 
istration of  justice,  with  fidelity  to  my  King  and  country,  and 
without  oppression  to  the  subject.  Hoping  this  will  find  you  in 
good  health,  and  my  country  beginning  at  least  to  enjoy  the 
blessings  of  an  honourable  peace,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

I  am,  (Src, 

T.    HiBBINS. 

P.S. — 9  February,  1796. — In  two  days  more  it  will  be  three  The 
weeks  since  we  left  Port  Jackson,  having  met  with  continual  ^'*^***®''- 
contrary  winds  and  very  hard  gales,  which  was  quite  unexpected 
at  this  season  of  the  year,  and  is.  an  uncomn;iou  long  and  tedious 
passage. 

15  February,  1796.: — On  this  day  myself  and  family  were  safely 
landed  on  Norfolk  Island.  T.H. 

Since  my  arrival  I  have  laid  tins  letter  before  his  Honor  the  King's 
Lieu tt. -Govt.,  for  any  alteration  his  better  information  or  superior  mciit*!^ 
judgment  might  deem  more  proper ;  and  the  answer  he  returned 
me  was,  "That  be  did  not  see  the  alteration  of  one  word  necessary  ; 
that  he  approved  of  the  whole,  and  particularly  with  regard  to  the 
Civil  Courts  which  was  much  wanted  here ;  and  that  if  he  had  hjul       \r 
time  he  would  have  wrot«  about  it  himself."  T.H. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

5th  February,  1796.  5  Feb. 

Parole — Milbrook.  Countersign — Cawsand. 

Thb  very  riotous  manner  in  which  the  soldiers  have  conducted  outrage  by 
themselves  this  morning,  and  the  very  unwarrantable  liberty  they 
have  thought  proper  to  take  in  destroying  the  dwelling-house  of 
John  Bang^an,  is  so  flagrant  a  crime  against  the  laws  established 
in  this  colony  that  nothing  but  the  want  of  proof  to  substantiate  V 

who  Uie  principal  actors  in  this  disgraceful  business  were  could 
possibly  prevent  their  being  immediately  tried  for  so  glaring  an 
offence  against  the  \^eace  of  the  colony. 
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5  Feb. 

Hunter 
H|>cakfl  his 
mind. 


1796  The  Governor  thinks  it  necessary  to  assure  the  soldiers  that  he 

considers  their  conduct  upon  this  occasion  to  have  been  disgraoeful 
to  the  character  of  a  ifritish  soldier,  and  that  he  did  hope  to 
have  found  men  amongst  them  who  would  have  had  pride  enough 
to  have  stood  forward  and  pointed  out  the  ringleaders  of  so 
mutinous  a  conduct,  for  in  no  other  light  can  it  be  considered 
than  that  of  mutiny  when  the  military  assemble  in  such  numbers 
unknown  to  their  officers,  who  are  at  all  times  ready  to  listen  to 
any  complaints  they  may  liave  to  make,  and  to  see  that  agreeable 
to  common  justice  they  are  redressed.  If  the  soldiers  expect  that 
the  Governor  or  any  of  the  officers  in  this  settlement  can  hereafter 
consider  them  as  hereafter  menting  the  honorable  appellation  of 
British  troops,  it  must  be  by  their  bringing  forward  the  ring- 
leaders or  advisers  of  this  disgi*aceful  conduct,  in  order  that  the 

Ringieodera  stigma  may  be  wiped  away  by  such  worthless  characters  being 

to  ho  tried.   i,ro„gi^t  to  trial  for  this  shameful  conduct* 


Tlie  ration. 


To  free 
l>cople. 


The  small  quantity  of  flour  remaining  in  the  settlement  renders  it 
necessary  to  alter  the  ration  to  the  following  : — 

To  SMiera  and  Free  People, 


To  convicts. 


Beef 

Pork 

Flour 

Rice 

Wheat 

Pease 

Sugar 

Beef 

Pork 

Flour 

Rice 

Wheat 

Maize 

Sugar 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


To  Convicts, 


7  lb.,  or 
4  lb. 
4  lb. 
3  lb. 
3  lb. 
3  pints. 

6  oz. 

7  lb.,  or 
41b. 
21b. 
41b. 

3  lb. 

4  lb. 
6  oz. 


Women  and  children  in  proportion. 


Jno.  Hunter. 


*  From  the  account  given  by  Collins  (vol.  i,  p.  454),  the  riotous  conduct  of  the  aoMicrs 
aroHO  out  of  a  lont^-standiug  quarrel  l>ctween  two  ex-oon\ictB— one  a  private  in  the  oorpe; 
ihe  other  the  mostcr-carpcuter  at  Svdney  (John  BaughanX  The  soldier,  it  appears,  had  been 
reported  by  Baughan  for  leaving  his  i>ost  when  on  sentry,  ond  had  been  in  conseqaene» 
i)Iai-cd  in  confinement  by  the  sergeant  of  the  guard.  The  company  to  which  the  aeotlDel 
iielonged  resented  Baughan'y  conduct.  On  the  morning  following  the  arrest,  th^ 
repedred  in  a  Ixxly  to  his  cottage,  and,  in  addition  to  severely  maltrei^ng  him,  they  taUdHy 
«l«molii»hod  his  house,  outhouses,  and  furniture,  before  either  the  civil  or  nmitaiy  could 
int«r>'eue.  A  warrant  was  taken  out  for  the  arrest  of  four  dT  the  prinetpala,  hut  b^bre  it 
could  be  executed  the  soldiers  expressed  their  regret,  and  offered  to  ind«tnniiy  tho  cafpcnter» 
and  the  warrant  was  withdrawn.  Collins  attributed  this  outbreak  to  the  number  of  ex- 
t.'onvicts  who  had  1)een  allowed  to  enlist. 
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Governor  Hunter  to  Captain  Paterson.  1796 

Sir,  Sydney,  7th  February,  1796.  7  Feb. 

Since  I  saw  you  this  morning  I  have  turned  in  my  mind  Hunger  |^„d 
tJie  subject  of  our  conversation,  and  I  have  in  consequence  chang'd  the  uoidien. 
my  intention  of  speaking  to  the  soldiers  myself.     I  see  that  it 
wou'd  be  a  condescention  on  my  part  which  their  violent  and 
unsoldierlike  conduct  does  not  entitle  them  to  from  me.    I  stand 
in  this  colony  as  the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  the  representative  of 
our  Sovereign ;  anything,  therefore,  that  could  lessen  me  in  the 
eye  of  the  public  would  be  degrading  the  King's  authority,  wliich 
shall  never  suffer  in  my  person  whilst  I  am  capable  of  giving  it 
its  full  power  and  consequence.     I  never  can  or  will  listen  to 
the  complaints  of  any  set  of  men  who  feel  themselves  above  pre- 
ferring them  with  moderation,  and  a  decent  submission  to  the  The  civil 
laws  and  regulations  of  the  colony  ;  they  must  not — they  shall  Jjlidicated 
not — dictate  laws  and  rules  for  the  government  of  this  settlement; 
they  were  sent  here  by  his  Majesty  to  support  the  civil  power  in  y 

the  execution  of  its  functions,  but  they  seem  disposed  to  take  all 
law  into  their  own  hands,  and  to  direct  it  in  whatever  way  best 
may  suit  their  own  views. 

Their  violence  upon  the  late  occasion  shall  be  laid  before  the 
King,*  and  the  principal  actors  in  it  shall  be  pointedly  mark\l,  in 
order  that  justice  the  most  perfect  be  done  to  everyone  concerned 
in  it.     I  must  declare  U>  you,  sir,  that  the  conduct  of  this  part  of 
the  New  South  Wales  Corps  has  been,  in  my  opinion,  the  most 
violent  and  outrageous  that  was  ever  heard  of  by  any  British  Conduct 
regiment  whatever,  and  I  shall  consider  every  step  they  may  go  anv  British ' 
farther  in  aggravation  as  rebellion  against  his  Majesty's  govern-  regiment. 
ment  and  authority,  of  which  the  most  early  notice  shall  be  taken, 
and  those  concerned  be  in  due  time  obliged  to  answer  for  it,  most 
probably  with  their  lives.     This  is  all  I  think  it  necessary  to 
trouble  you  with.     Their  conduct  will  be  pointedly  mark'd  thro* 
all  its  stages,  and  I  will  be  firm  and  resolv'd  in  such  steps  as  it 
may  be  necessary  for  me  to  pursue,  and  of  this  you,  as  their  com- 
manding officer,  will  be  pleas'd  to  inform  them. 

I  am,  <fec., 
Jno.  Hunter. 

Government,  AND  General  Order. 

8th  February,  1796.  8  Feb. 

Parole — Respect.  Countersign — Obedience. 

The  recent  conduct  of  that  part  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  Theotitrajre 
doing  duty  at  Sydney  having  been  turbulent  beyond  example,  and   ^  ^  *®'™' 
a  daring  violation  of  the  public  peace  of  this  settlement,  as  well  as 
dangerous  to  the  lives  and  dwellings  of  its  inhabitants,  and  as 

*  See  Governor  Hunter's  letters  to  the  Duke  of  Portliuid,  post,  pp.  42, 64,  and  the  Duke's 
«P>y,  port,  p.  294. 

VOL.  Ill — B 
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1796 
8  Feb. 

N.8.W. 
Corps  to 
reside  in 
bortooks. 


12  Feb. 


Criminal 
Court. 


from  the  scattered  manner  in  which  the  soldiers  live  their  general 
conduct  cannot  be  so  minutely  inspected  by  their  officers  as  we 
find  from  experience  is  requisite,  the  commanding  officer  will  give 
directions  that  as  soon  as  the  barracks  can  be  repaired  they  do  in 
future  occupy  them,  instead  of  sleeping  in  huts  at  a  distance  from 
them,  those  buildings  having  been  erected  for  that  purpose.  By 
this  means  they  will  be  more  immediately  under  the  eye  of  their 
officers,  who  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  able  to  prevent  any  such  unmilitary 
conduct  hei-eafter.  Jno.  Hunteb. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

12th  February,  1796. 
Parole — Marquis.  Countersign — Comwailis. 

A  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature,  consisting  of  the  Judge- Ad  vocate, 
one  officer  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Supply,  and  five  officers  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Coips,  will  assemble  on  Monday,  the  15th  instant,  at 
10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  for  the  trial  of  such  prisoners  as  may  be 
brought  before  it.  Jno.  Huktes. 


13  Feb. 


Coiirt- 
martial. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

13th  February,  1796. 
Parole — Duke.  Countersign — Portland. 

A  General  Court-martial  is  to  assemble  at  9  o'clock  on  Thursday 
morning,  the  18th  instant,  for  tlie  trial  of  all  such  prisoners  as  may 
be  brought  before  it. 

New  SatUh  Wales  Corps — Members, 

Captn.  Willm.  Paterson,  President 

Captn.  John  McArthur. 

Captn.  John  Townson. 

Lieut.  John  Thomas  Prentice. 

Lieut.  John  Piper. 

Ensign  Neil  McKellar. 

Ensign  James  Hunt  Lucas. 

Captain  David  Collins,  of  the  marines,  to  officiate  as  Deputy 
Judge- Advocate.  Jno.  Hunter. 


U  Fol*. 


Tiw  case  o( 
Jolin 


Government  and  General  Order. 

Uth  February,  1796. 
Parole — Eiirl.  Countersign — Fitzwilliam. 

As  fn'vni  tho  violent  and  unwarnint.»ble  manner  in  which  that 
jv{\i*t  oi  the  Now  South  Wales  Corps  doing  duty  at  Sydney  con- 
duoteii  themselves  on  the  oth  instant,  in  the  destruction  of  the 
dwell injr-house  and  all  its  furniture  belonging  to  John  Baughan, 
it  is  natuml  enough  in  every  inhabitant  of  this  colony  (should 
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Governor  Hunter  to  Captain  Paterson.  1796 

Sir,  Sydney,  7th  February,  1796.  7  Feb. 

Since  I  saw  you  this  morning  I  have  turned  in  my  mind  nunter  and 
tlie  subject  of  our  conversation,  and  I  have  in  consequence  changed  the  soidiew. 
my  intention  of  speaking  to  the  soldiers  myself.     I  see  that  it 
wou'd  be  a  condescention  on  my  part  which  their  violent  and 
unsoldierlike  conduct  does  not  entitle  them  to  from  me.    I  stand 
in  this  colony  as  the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  the  representative  of 
our  Sovereign ;  anything,  therefore,  that  could  lessen  me  in  the 
eye  of  the  public  would  be  degrading  the  King's  authority,  which 
.shall  never  suffer  in  my  person  whilst  I  am  capable  of  giving  it 
its  full  power  and  consequence.     I  never  can  or  wiU  listen  to 
the  complaints  of  any  set  of  men  who  feel  themselves  above  pre- 
ferring them  witli  moderation,  and  a  decent  submission  to  the  The  civil 
laws  and  regulations  of  the  colony  ;  they  must  not — they  shall  ^Cidicated 
not — dictate  laws  and  rules  for  the  government  of  this  settlement; 
they  were  sent  here  by  his  Majesty  to  support  the  civil  power  in  ^/v^ 

the  execution  of  its  functions,  but  they  seem  disposed  to  take  all 
law  into  their  own  hands,  and  to  direct  it  in  whatever  way  best 
may  suit  their  own  views. 

Their  violence  upon  the  late  occasion  shall  be  laid  before  the 
King,*  and  the  principal  actors  in  it  shall  be  pointedly  mark'd,  in 
order  that  justice  the  most  perfect  be  done  to  everyone  concerned 
in  it.     I  must  declare  to  you,  sir,  that  the  conduct  of  this  part  of 
the  New  South  Wales  Corps  has  been,  in  my  opinion,  the  most 
violent  and  outrageous  that  was  ever  heard  of  by  any  British  Conduct 
regiment  whatever,  and  I  shall  consider  every  step  they  may  go  any^BritiiBh ' 
farther  in  aggravation  as  rebellion  against  his  Majesty's  govern-  regiment 
inent  and  authority,  of  which  the  most  early  notice  shall  be  taken, 
and  those  concerned  be  in  due  time  obliged  to  answer  for  it,  most 
probably  with  their  lives.     This  is  all  I  think  it  necessary  to 
trouble  you  with.     Their  conduct  will  be  pointedly  mark'd  thro* 
all  its  stages,  and  I  will  be  firm  and  resolv'd  in  such  steps  as  it 
may  be  necessary  for  me  to  pursue,  and  of  this  you,  as  their  com- 
manding officer,  will  be  pleas'd  to  inform  them. 

I  am,  tfec, 
Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

8th  February,  1796.  8  Feb. 

Parole — Respect.  Countersign —  Obedience. 

The  recent  conduct  of  that  part  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  Theontrape 
doing  duty  at  Sydney  having  been  turbulent  beyond  example,  and  ^^  ^o^^*®"™- 
a  daring  violation  of  the  public  peace  of  this  settlement,  as  well  as 
dangerous  to  the  lives  and  dwellings  of  its  inhabitants,  and  as 

*  See  GoTemor  Hooter's  letters  to  the  Doke  of  Portland,  post,  pp.  42, 64,  and  the  Duke's 
reply,  pott,  p.  294. 
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i 


The  officers' 
answer. 


prove  for  any  man  to  do  the  duty  of  a  civil  magistrate  when,  by 
the  proper  discharge  of  that  duty,  he  is  liable  to  the  reproaches 
and  insults  of  a  body  of  officers,  some  of  whom  we  know  were  at 
that  time  in  the  Commission  of  the  Peace. 

The  outrage  committed  by  the  military  which  occasioned  tliis 
correspondence  was  transmitted  home,  and  laid  before  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  1796. 

Mr.  Balmain,  in  his  capacity  as  a  civil  magistrate,  having  met 
the  man  (John  Baughan)  whose  house  had  been  attacked  and 
furniture  destroyed,  had  questioned  him  on  the  subject  At  this 
time  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants  were  alarmed,  and  there  was 
a  general  cry  for  justice  ;  but  it  having  gone  forth  amongst  the 
military  that  Mr.  Balmain  had  interrogated  Jno.  Baughan  upon 
the  business,  and  that  he  had  found  him,  from  fear,  inclined  to 
submit  to  his  sufferings,  Mr.  Balmain  told  him  he  was  liable  to 
prosecution  for  compounding  a  felony,  and  that  he,  Mr.  Balmain, 
might,  perhaps,  be  the  first  to  forward  such  prosecution.  Upon 
this  idea  of  the  military  that  Mr.  Balmain,  who  was  only  acting  as 
a  strict  magistrate,  had  interrogated  Jno.  Baughan,  he  received  a 
letter  in  the  name  of  the  military  officers,  the  purport  of  which 
was,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect,  that  the  writer  was  instructed  by 
liis  brother-officers  to  request  an  answer  to  two  questions.  The 
first  was,  if  he  had  insisted  or  advised  Jno.  Baughan  to  prosecute 
the  soldiers  ?  The  other  was  whether  he  had  threatened  Baughan 
with  a  prosecution  if  he  withdrew  his  complaint  ?  [The  docu- 
ment was  signed  by  John  Macarthur.] 

Mr.  Balmain  observes  in  his  letter  of  complaint  to  the  Govt,  that 
he  liopes  he  shall  not  be  accus'd  of  malice  for  observing  tliat  Mr. 
McArthur's  propensity  to  turbulence  and  litigation  has  ever  been 
conspicuous  in  this  colony,  and  that  he  has  not  himself  scrupled 
to  avow  liis  inclination  to  be  contentious, .  and  to  undervalue  the 
power  of  the  civil  authority. 

Mr.  Balmain's  reply*  to  the  above  questions  were,  first,  relative 
to  the  prosecuting  Baughan  if  he  compounded  a  felony,  that  he 
had  said  so  much  to  Baughan  ;  and  farther,  tliat  as  the  man's 
wife  appeiired  apprehensive  that  the  soldiers  would  murder  her 
husband,  that  he  had  told  him  he  had  nothing  to  fear  on  that 
score.  He  also  added,  that  if  he  siiid  more,  and  any  person  would 
put  him  in  mind  of  it,  if  it  was  fact,  he  would  most  readily 
acknowle<lge  he  had  dcme  so.  These  answers  were  addressed  to 
Captain  Mc Arthur. 

Mr.  Balmain  rcc'd,  immediately  after  this  reply,  a  kind  of  note 
or  written  message  (10th  February,  1796)  in  the  name  of  the 
officers  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  of  which  the  purport  was 

*  In  the  manfin  of  the  original  the  date  of  Halniain's  reply  is  given  as  tho  8th  February 
1706. 
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**That   after   a   calm   and    dispassionate    consideration   of   Mr.       1796 
Balmain's  conduct,  as  expressed  in  his  letter  to  Capt.  McArthur, 
they  should  be  wanting  in  justice  to  themselves  if  they  omitted  to 
express  their  indignation  at  his  shamefully  malevolent  interference 
in  the  affairs  of  their  corps." 

Let  any  indifferent  person  consider  this,  and  say  what  is  their  a  ma^u- 
opinion  of  the  proper  duty  of  a  magistrate  in  a  case  where  the 
military  happen  to  be  the  rioters,  and  their  officers  in  a  body 
undertake  to  threaten  the  civil  magistrate  for  doing  his  duty  ? 

In  this  written  message  they  had  recourse  to  a  conversation 
which  had  pass'd  between  Mr.  Balmain  and  the  surgeon  of  the 
corps,  who  had  agreed  with  him  in  saying  that  in  consequence 
of  this  last  outrage  they  were  all  damn'd.  They  conclude  this 
message  by  observing  that  those  predicted  curses  wou'd  probably 
recoil  on  his  own  plotting  head  and  guilty  heart. 

Upon  this  message  Mr.  Balmain  wrote  (10th  February)  to  the  ]^l"?f^" 
commanding  officer  of  the  corps,  in  which  he  acknowledges  an  officers. 
esteem  for  many  officers  of  the  corps.  He  says  that  he  despises  and 
positively  denys  the  malevolent  charges  with  which  they  have 
branded  him,  and  that  he  is  fully  persuaded  that,  altho'  the  whole 
body  of  the  officers  are  drawn  into  this  dispute,  and  that  in  their 
name  generally  they  have  endeavour'd  to  heap  reproach  upon  his 
head,  they  have  been  excited  thereto  by  the  base  insinuation  of 
some  particular  person  who  delights  in  strife,  and  who  wou'd  meet 
from  him  the  chastisement  he  merits  if  he  cou'd  fix  on  him. 

To  this  letter  Mr.  Balmain  did  not  receive  any  answer.  He, 
however,  thought  fit,  after  writing  the  above  letter,  to  reply  to 
their  written  message  by  a  letter  addressed  to  Captain  McArthur, 
to  the  following  ettect : — That  he  thinks  it  scarsely  within  the  Balmain 
bounds  of  probability  that  any  set  of  gentlemen  cou'd  be  led,  MLcarthur. 
from  any  wish  of  their  own,  to  address  Iiiin,  who  had  given  them 
no  personal  offence,  in  the  oprobrious  language  which  the  officers 
of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  had  tliought  proper  to  apply  to 
him  tha*  day,  and  that  as  the  letter  he  had  receiv'd  on  the  present 
subject  two  days  ago  was  from  him,  and  that  whicli  was  left  at 
his  house  that  day  was  in  his  handwriting,  he  had  no  doubt  but  AchaUcntfc. 
that  he  was  the  chief  promoter  and  principal  author  of  the  abuse 
with  which  he  had  that  day  been  loaded.  He  then  acknowledged 
his  esteem  for  many  of  the  officers,  and  concludes  by  telling  him 
that  he  considers  him  a  base  rascal  and  an  atrocious  liar  and 
villain,  and  says  his  friend,  Mr.  Palmer,*  the  Commissary,  who  is 
the  bearer,  will  receive  his  answer. 

Upon  this  letter  Mr.  Balmain  the  next  day  (1 1th  February)  recVl 
a  letter  signed  "  the  officers  of  the  New  Soutli  Wales  Corps,"  in 
which  they  tell  him  that  Mr.  Palmer  having  declin'd  to  deliver  a  The  offlccm 
verbal  message  from  them,  they  had  caus'd  it  to  be  written,  and  ^^"^P*  *'• 

*  Palmer  lived  at  the  hctui  of  Woolloomooloo  Bay.   Palmer-street  derives  its  name  from  him. 
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17M  was  the  opinion  iA  the  officers  ol  the  ]Sew  Soath  Wales  Corps. 
It  watt  to  this  effect :  '-That  Mr.  Bahnains  letter  to  Captain 
McArthor  ha#l  been  read  to  them,  and  that  thej  were  unani- 
rnoobly  of  opinion  that  no  other  notice  cou'd  be  taken  of  it  by 
him  Viut  that  which  he  did  take :  that  the  censure  thrown  on 
Mr.  Balmain  was  the  act  of  the  whole  corps  :  that  collectively  and 
inrli\'idually  they  consider  d  his  conduct  towards  them  with  the 
highest  degree  fji  contempt  and  indignation :  that  his  letter  to 
Captain  McArthur,  instead  of  lessening  that  contempt,  has  serv'd 
to  increase  it,  as  it  proves  him  ignorant  of  the  language  of  a 
gentleman,  as  his  language  have  ditermined  him  incapable  of 
sentiments  of  honor  or  integrity  ;  that  if  he  is  inclined  to  justify 
himself,  or  to  resent  in  a  proper  manner  the  opinion  of  the  corps 
Their  reply,  towards  him,  he  has  nothing  more  to  do  than  to  conmiunicate  what 
his  wLBhes  are  i^dth  them ;  that  if  he  desires  to  explain  himself 
individually  the  ccirps  will  point  out  an  officer  for  that  purpose^ 
and  if  he  should  fail  in  giving  Mr.  Balmain  the-  satisfaction 
requirVl,  another  and  another  will  be  fix'd  on  untill  there  is  not 
one  left  to  explain ;  that  it  is  hop'd  Mr.  B.  will  not  understand 
what  has  been  said  as  an  unmeaning  threat,  for  he  may  assure 
himself  that  they  are  all  earnest  for  an  opportunity  of  punishing* 
the  infamous  conduct  of  the  person  on  whose  part  Mr.  Palmar 
stood  there,  and  that  no  one  will  voluntarily  resign  to  the  other 
his  right  to  inflict  it." 
Bftlmoin'i  ]VIr.  Balmain  sent  by  his  friend,  Mr.  Palmer,  his  last  message  ( 1 1th 
SuSIrthur,  February),  which  was  chiefly  addressed  to  Captain  McArthur,  and 
offlceM**  ^^^  ^^^  ^  *^^^  effect  nearly  :  "  That  he  will  ever  aquit  himself  of  any 
intention  to  offend  the  officers  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  and 
therefore  will  justify  himself  on  that  head  ;  that  he  has  no  desire 
to  (juarrel  with  any  man,  altho'  the  message  just  received  by  Mr. 
Rowley*  is  an  illiberal  repetition  of  the  unmerited  insults  he  baa 
alre^uly  received  ;  that  Mr.  McArthur  he  has  been  very  explicite 
with ;  he  ciinnot  tlierefore  be  ignorant  of  the  meaning  of  his  letter 
of  liust  night  deliver'd  by  liLs  friend,  Mr.  Palmer.  Mr.  Balmain 
has  only  to  add  that  he  will  maintain  to  his  last  breath  the 
character  of  a  gentleman  in  defyance  of  every  unmanly  mode  of 
detraction  that  Mr.  McArthur  is  capable  of  using." 

The  above  is  a  true  extract  of  the  correspondence  alluded  to- 

W.  Balmain. 

LIKUTENANT-GOVKRXOR   KiNG  TO   GOVERNOR   HuNTER. 

i»  1-vb.         Sir,  Norfolk  Island,  19th  February,  1796. 

AmiiitAnt-  '^^^  enclosed  is  a  representation  from  Mr.  Thomas  Jamiflon, 

sunriH>n       assistant  surgeon,  stating  some  disappointments  and  inconveniences 
ho  labours  under. 

As  I  do  not  conceive  myself  warrantable  in  laying  any  appli- 
cation of  that  nature  before  the  Secretary  of  State  without  your 

*  Thomas  Rowley,  Adjutant  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps. 
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approbation,  I  imagine  that  the  most  proper  mode  of  his  request      1796 
being  attended  to  will  be  thro'  your  Excellency,  in  case  you  think     ^g  p ^^^ 
it  proper. 

I  have  only  to  add  that  every  circumstance  contained  in  his 
letter  is  strictly  conformable  to  truth,  and  that  his  services,  both 
in  the  line  of  his  profession  and  on  other  occasions  at  a  time  when 
I  had  no  one  to  assist  me,  has  ever  met  with  my  approbation. 

I  have,  (&:c., 

Philip  Gidlby  King. 

[Enclosure.] 

ASSISTANIVSURGEON    JaMISON   TO   LlEUTENANT-G  OVBRNOR   KiNG. 

Sir,  Norfolk  Island,  19th  February,  1796. 

My  agent  having  informed  me  that  a  mistake  had  been  Jamimn's 
made  in  the  estimate  about  my  salary,  owing  to  there  being  another  ^^  ®'  ^^'' 
person  of  the  same  name  on  the  island,  who  is  a  superintendant,* 
in  consequence  of  which  I  had  only  been  paid  at  the  rate  of  forty 
pounds  per  annum,  and  that  my  (Jommission  was  only  dated  from 
the  10th  of  October,  1793,t  which  I  am  informed  is  later  than 
either  Messrs.  Thompson's  or  Leeds's,  who  are  lately  arrived  at 
Port  Jackson.      As  those  mistakes  are  likely  to  affect  me  both  in 
my  private  drcumstancea  and  line  of  succession,  and  as  you  are 
perfectly  acquainted  with  the  whole  of  incidents  and  my  ser^'ices  His  services 
in  this  colony,  I  have  to  request  you  will  allow  me  to  represent  J^ipects. 
the  disappointments  I  have  experienced  during  a  service  of  eight 
years  under  your  command  on  this  island,  from  which  I  hope  you 
will  allow  that  my  hopes  of  a  reasonable  recompence  for  that 
service  h^ve  not  been  successful  hitherto. 

Permit  me  to  represent  that  I  served  in  the  Navy  from  the  year 
1780  untill  1786,  when  I  was  appointed  surgeon's  first  mate  of  his 
Majesty's  ship  Sirius,  then  fitting  out  for  this  station.     On  my  An  officer 
arrival  in  New  South  Wales,  and  your  being  appointed  Com-  s?riua*^*^' 
mandant  of  Norfolk  Island,  I  was  directed  by  Governor  Phillip  to 
accompany  you  as  assistant  surgeon  to  that  settlement,  where  I 
landed  the  4th  of  March,  1788.      Untill  your  return  to  England, 
in  March,  1790,  I  had  sole  charge  of  the  sick,  stores,  medicines,  JJ^S^n?^*^ 
dfcc,  and  I  presume  I  may  say  that  my  conduct  during  this  period,  island. 
not  only  in  the  immediate  line  of  my  profession,  but  also  on  many 
other  occasions,  met  your  approbation.     On  your  departure  I  was 
superseded  by  Mr.  Considen,  assistant  surgeon,  and  had  leave  to 
return  to  P.  Jackson  ;  but  from  the  number  of  people  that  were 
then  on  this  island,  and  many  of  those  that  were  landed  from  the 
Sirius  and  Supply  being  sickly,  in  a  consultation  held  by  you, 
Lieutenant-Governor  Ross,  and  Mr.  Considen,  assistant  surgeon, 

*  The  Saperintendent's  name  was  John  Jamiesou. 

t  The  Oommianon  of  Jamison  will  be  found  on  p.  67  of  Vol.  ii ;  but  Phillip  reported,  in 
Ifarcb,  1791,  that  he  had  appointed  him  to  the  position,  and  asked  for  a  confirmation 
tbctvof  (VoL  i,  part  2,  p.  478).  As  early  as  November,  1788,  Phillip  had  recommended 
JamlMm  to  Nepean,  but  nothing  appears  to  have  been  done  for  him.— lb.,  p.  219. 
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1796      I  was  re<]ue3t«d  to  stay  to  assist  that  gentleman,  which  I  complied 
ID  Feb.     with,  and  continued  nntill  the  return  of  Captain  Hunler  (our  pre- 
sent Governor)  in  the  Supply  to  Port  Jackson.      In  Febr'y,  1791, 
I  bccompanied  him  with  an  intention  to  have  returned  to  England, 
but  on  my  artival  there,  the  colony  being  then  in  great  want  of 
ass't  surgeons,  the  principal  surgeon  represented  it  to  Governor 
Pliillip,  who,  in  consequence,  appointed  me  assistant  surgeon  to 
Aisj-dnej.    the  territory  of  New  South  'Wales,  on  the  6th  of  March,  1791,  an 
attested  copy  of  which   I  transmitted  my  agent,  desiring  him  to 
present  it  for  confirmation.     I  retnmed  (o  Norfolk  Island  by  the 
first  opportunity,  which  was  in  May  following.     Shortly  after  my 
Retumi       arrival  I  was  sent  to  the  just-commenced  settlement  at  Fhillipa- 
JoNorfu'k    burgh,  where  I  have  continued  as  assistant  surgeon  untill  Mr. 
Salmain's  return  to  Port  Jackson.    On  your  arrival  from  Europe,* 
Mr.  Balmain,  the  senior  assistant  surgeon,  accompanied  you,  and 
relieved  Mr.  Considen.     Since  the  former  has  been  i-ecalled  to  Fort 
Jackson  the  charge  of  the  sick  again  devolves  on  me ;  and  from 
the  very  great  want  of  assistance  to  attend  the  different  settle- 
ments on  this  island,  and  the  number  of  settlers  that  are  dispersed 
all  over  it,  on  their  respective  farms,  together  with  my  attendance 
on  the  detachment  of  the  Sew  South  Wales  Cor|>s  which  does 
onaraiu        duty  here,   necessarily  occasions  me  much  additional  attendance 
duUes.         mi(|  fatigue  that  has  greatly  impaired  my  health,  from  the  fatigue 
incident  to  the  heat  of  the  climate. 

Now,  sir,  as  you  know  the  many  disappointments  and  inconveni- 
ences which  has  attended  my  situation,  and  as  you  ai-e  perfectly 
sensible  that  the  full  salary  of  iive  shillings  per  day  would  not  even 
The«Kt  procure  the  common  necessaries  of  life,  from  the  extravagant  price 
of  liiiiiK.  we  are  obliged  to  pay  for  every  comfort  imported  at  this  island,  as 
the  ships  from  Europe  or  India  always  stop  at  Fort  Jackson  first, 
where  their  cai'goes  are  disposed  of,  so  that  we  are  often  necessitated 
to  purchase  them  at  second  hand,  sometimes  at  the  enormous  Tate 
of  live  hundred  per  cent. ;  and  we  are  obliged  to  pay  ten  per  cent, 
for  agency.  These  are  unavoidable  expences  which  are  annexed  to 
the  assistant  who  resides  here,  without  any  aiklilitjnal  emoluments 

Having  now  stated  the  many  iji.sappoiutmejits  and  inconveni- 
ences which  has  attended  my  situntiim,  I  trust  you  will  not  think 
me  importunate  in  requesting  yon  to  lay  my  situation  before  bn 
Excellency,  with  the  further  requ'-rit  tliat  he  would  be  f' 
to  take  such  steps  as  may  appear  proper  to  make  his  1' 
Principal  Secretary  of  State  ac<(iiai[iteil  with  ur 
Aikitor       humbly  hoping  that  1  may  recein'  niy  full  salary 
'"■iJ^r?"    my  coming  hither,  and  that  I  mny  eiijny  that  pla 
sion  to  the  appointment  of  Frini'i]ial  ^!urgeQQ^l| 

•  Lleulffliimt-Om-emtB-  Kind  uTived  tt  Ko 
*th  November,  17B1.— Vol.  II.  p.  SOi 
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assist  him  in  the  discbarge  of  his  public  duty,  which  aid  and  1796 
allowance  I  hope  will,  and  prossinglj  request  may,  be  granted  sdJan. 
to  me,  for  I  remained  in  England  near  eight  months  longer  than 
I  expected,  and  after  I  had  settled  and  arranged  my  private 
afilurs  at  a  great  expence,  and  during  one  of  the  longest  and 
severest  winters  ever  remembered,  when  all  the  necessaries  of  life 
were  exorbitantly  dear,  so  that  I  found  it  impossible  to  provide 
myself  with  several  necessary  law-books  I  ought  not  to  be  without, 
particularly  the  Statutes  at  large. 

A  list  of  books  supplied  to  the  J ud^e- Advocate  of  New  South  The  Judgre* 
Wales: — ^The  Statutes  at  large,  Hale's  Historia  Placitorum  Corona,  Hb^^I^* 
Hawkins's  do.,  Foster's  Reports  and  Discourses  upon  Crown  Law, 
Crown  Circuit  Companion,  Adding  ton's  Penal  Statutes,  Jacob's 
Law   Dictionary,    Blackstone's    Commentaries,    Bum's   Justice, 
Reeve's  History  of  the  English  Law,  One  Year's  Session  Papers.* 

I  humbly  request  that  the  last  editions  of  these  books  may  be 
transmitted,  and  that  instead  of  Burn's  Justice  and  the  Crown 
Circuit  Companion,  which  are  amongst  those  I  have  already,  I 
may  be  supplied  with  those  subjoined,  vizt.  : — Impey's  Practice  in 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  Buller's  Nisi  Prius,  and  the  Crown 
Circuit  Assistant,  with  Wood's  Conveyancing,  or  some  other 
eminent  author  on  that  subject. 

Subjecting,  however,  the  list  in  general  to  such  alterations  or 
additions  as  his  Majesty's  Judge- Advocate-General,  or  any  of  his        y  ^ 
principal  law  officers,  if  consulted,  might  deem  proper  to  advise. 

I  wisli  also  I  could  be  supplied  with  a  moderate  quantity  of 
^tionery,  as  such  is  the  very  nature  of  ray  office  that  I  must 
unquestionably  use  a  great  deal,  and  of  which  I  have  but  an 
inconsiderable  quantum  at  present. 

I  take  the  liberty  strongly  to  recommend  additional  information 
to  be  inserted  in  the  lists  of  convicts,  usually  transmitted  with  them,  R&^onis  ot 
and  that  [what]  is  the  particular  crimes  or  offences  they  have  been  con^»<-*8. 
goilty  of,  which  would  give  but  little  more  trouble  at  the  time  of 
making  out  such  lists;  but  more  particularly  in  cases  of  perjury. 
Offenders  of  this  description  are  in  certain  cases  liable  to  trans- 
portation (see  Stat.),  and  in  othera  to  capital  punishment;  but 
in  these  latter  cases  his  Majesty's  well-known  clemency  might  be 
sometimes  extended,  on  condition  of  transportation  for  a  term  of 
years,  or  for  life;  and  it  would  be  most  injurious  to  society  in  any 
part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions  to  subject  them  to  the  testimony 
of  so  dangerous  an  offender.  It  is  a  general  rule  in  all  cases,  civil 
and  criminal,  the  best  evidence  that  may  be  had,  or  that  the  nature 
of  the  thing  will  bear,  is  to  be  given.  Many  times  juries,  together 
with  other  matter,  are  much  induced  by  presumptions,   either 

*  A  gfanilar  list  had  been  sent  by  Hibbins  to  Governor  Hunter  in  November,  1795.— Vol.  ii, 
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Harbourini; 
the  natives. 


24  Feb. 

Captain 
Macartbur 


alarm  mutually  afford  their  assistance  to  each  other  by  assembling 
without  a  moment  delay  whenever  any  numerous  body  of  the 
natives  are  known  to  be  lurking  about  the  farms.  By  such  an 
active  attention  to  their  own  safety  and  interest  there  can  be  no 
doubts  but  that  the  visits  of  those  people  would  be  less  frequent 
than  of  late  they  have  been,  and  many  lives  would  thereby  be 
preserved. 

It  is  therefore  hereby  expected  and  ordered  by  the  Governor 
that  all  the  people  residing  in  the  different  districts  of  the  settle- 
ment, whether  the  alarm  be  on  their  own  farms  or  any  other 
person's,  do  upon  such  occasions  shew  the  most  scrupulous  atten- 
tion to  this  direction,  in  order  that  those  frequent  murders  and 
robberies  may  be  prevented.  If  it  shall  hereafter  be  known  that 
any  settler  or  other  person  do  withdraw  or  keep  back  their  assis- 
tance from  those  who  may  be  threatened  or  in  danger  of  being 
attack'd,  they  will  be  proceeded  against  as  persons  disobeying  the 
rules  and  orders  of  the  settlement;  and  the  settlers  are  hereby 
strictly  enjoined  to  report  all  such  persons  as  may  offend  herein. 
It  is  proper  here  also  to  signify  that  it  is  his  Excellency's  positive 
injunction  to  the  settlers  and  others  who  have  firearms  that  they 
do  not  wantonly  fire  at  or  take  the  lives  of  any  of  the  natives,  as 
such  an  act  would  be  considered  a  deliberate  murder,  and  subject 
the  offender  to  such  punishment  as  (if  proved)  the  law  might  direct 
to  be  inflicted. 

It  has  been  intimated  to  the  Governor  that  there  have  been  fre- 
quently seen  amongst  the  natives  two  white  men,  who,  it  is 
known,  have  absconded  from  their  duty,  and  who,  it  is  believed, 
direct  and  assist  in  those  acts  of  hostility  by  which  so  many  have 
suffered.  It  is  therefore  recommended  to  all  persons  in  the  settle- 
ment who  have  known  and  have  heard  of  the  white  men  above 
mentioned,  and  particularly  to  the  settlers  who  are  so  mudi 
annoyed  by  them,  that  they  do  use  every  means  in  their  power  to 
secure  them,  that  they  may  be  so  disposed  of  as  to  prevent  their 
being  hereafter  troublesome  or  dangerous. 

The  Governor  takes  this  opportunity  of  strictly  forbidding  the 
settlers  from  giving  any  encouragement  to  the  natives  to  lurk  about 
their  farms.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  had  they  never  met 
with  the  shelter  which  some  have  afforded  them  they  would  not 
at  this  time  have  been  so  very  troublesome  and  dangerous. 

The  General  Court-martial,  of  which  Capt.  William  Paterson  is 
President,  is  dissolved.  Jxo.  Hunter. 


Captain  Macarthur  to  Governor  Hunter. 
Sir,  24th  February,  1796. 

I  have  for  some  time  observed  with  a  more  than  usual 
degree  of  concern  that  the  increasing  difficulties  of  my  sitaatioii 
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woald  oblige  mo  to  decline  any  further  interference  in  the  affairs      1796 
of  the  settlement  than  what  my  duty  as  an  officer  of  the  New     24  Feb. 
South  Wales  Corps  requires. 

The  difficulties  of  which  I  complain  I  cannot  but  attribute  to  a  complains 
want  of  support  in  the  measures  I  have  recommended  for  the  support!' 
regulation  of  the  district  under  my  command,  and  to  the  loss 
of  that  confidence  which  your  Excellency  was  once  pleased  to  \/v^ 

express.  To  continue  an  office  under  such  a  conviction  must 
inevitably  be  disadvantageous  to  the  public  interest,  and  degrading 
to  the  person  exercising  it.  I  have  therefore  humbly  to  request 
your  permission  to  resign  the  appointment  I  received  three  years 
since  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Grose,  and  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  receive  a  confirmation  of  from  you.* 

I  am,  &c, 

John  McArthub. 


Governor  Hunter  to  Captain  Macarthur. 
Sir,  26th  February,  1796.         26  Feb. 

I,  last  night,  received  your  letter  of  the  24th,  expressing  Hunter's 
your  concern  that  the  increasing  difficulties  of  your  situation  would  J^^^il^ur. 
oblige  you  to  decline  any  further  interference  in  the  affisdrs  of  the. 
settlement  more  than  what  your  duty  as  an  officer  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Corps  required  of  you. 

The  difficulties  of  which  you  complain  you  say  you  cannot  but 
attribute  to  the  want  of  support  in  the  measures  which  you  have 
recommended  for  the  regulation  of  the  district  under  your  command, 
and  to'  the  loss  of  that  confidence  which  I  once  professed  to  have 
in  you — for  these  reasons  you  desire  permission  to  resign  a  situation 
in  which  you  had  be^n  placed  by  Lieutenant-Governor  Grose  three 
years  ago. 

To  this  letter  I  have  only  to  reply  that  your  complaint  of  want  win  exercise 
of  support  in  the  measures  you  have  recommended  can  only  have  Jl5,5loJ 
proceeded  from  my  choosing  to  have  some  opinion  of  my  own  in 
those  services  for  which  I  feel  myself  responsible  to  his  Majesty, 
and  the  loss  of  confidence  in  you  is  a  conjecture  apparently  founded 
in  my  wish  and  desire  that  every  officer  should  do  the  duty  he  was 
designed  by  Government  to  perform,  and  my  opinion  that  no  other 
appointment  whatever  cou*d  be  considered  as  meant  to  render  him 
a  cypher  in  the  department  of  which  he  is  appointed  the  chief. 

My  confidence  in  you  has  been  uniformly  conspicuous  in  every  Hunter's 
other  respect;  but  our  opinions  difiering  so  widely  in  points  which  Maotftour!" 
I  conceive  [to]  be  of  some  consequence  to  the  King's  service,  it  is 

*  See  alto  Vol.  ii,  pp.  14,  226,  327,  507,  511,  and  post,  p.  422.  So  far  as  can  be  i^tthered 
from  the  M8S.  whi<m  have  been  preserved,  this  was  the  first  time  Macarthur  openly 
dIsigTfiffI  with  the  oflSoer  administering  the  Government. 
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1706      impossible  that  I  should  object  to  your  wish  of  withdrawing  your 
26  Feb.     assistance  from  that  which  has  now  become  so  veiy  irksome  and 
unpleasant  to  you.  I  am,  «S:c., 

*  John  Hunteb. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

26th  February,  1796. 
Parole — M  ildness.  Countersign — Clemency. 

A  soldier      The  New  Soutli  Wales  Corps  to  be  under  arms  at  6  o'clock  to- 
^^  '  morrow   morning,  at   which  time  the  sentence   of   the  General 

Court-martial,  held  on  the  18th  and  19th  instant,  on  Joseph 
Draper,*  private  in  Major  Nepean's  company  of  the  same  corps, 
is  to  be  put  in  execution.  Jno.  Hunter. 


Captain  Macarthur  to  Governor  Hunter. 
27  Feb.         Sir,  Parramatta,  27th  February,  1796. 

The  permission  which  you  have  had  the  goodness  to  grant 
Macarthur's  me  inyour  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  of  resigning  the  appointment 
resiifua  ion.  j  received  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Grose,  has  relieved  me  from 
such  a  multitude  of  cares  that  I  shall  retain  a  grateful  sense  of  the 
indulgence.  I  cannot,  however,  quit  an  arduous  and  painful  employ, 
which  I  have  exercised  more  than  three  years  without  reward,  and 
suffer  my  motives  for  so  doing  to  be  misunderstood. 

I  complained  of  want  of  support  in  the  measures  I  had  recom- 
mended, not  because  your  Excellency  chose  to  exercise  an  opinion 
of  your  own  different  from  mine,  but  because  persons  were  permitted 
Explaining  to  remove  at  their  pleasure,  without  acquainting  me,  the  workmen 
his  rcaaons.  -^Jiom  you  had  placed  under  my  direction,  and  this  so  frequently 
that  I  have  found  it  utterly  impossible  to  preserve  any  order  or 
correctness  in  the  execution  of  the  business  with  which  you  have 
been  plesu?ed  to  entrust  me.  A  reference  to  the  storekeepers'  books 
will  satisfy  you  of  the  number  of  men  who  have  lately  quitted  the 
public  employ.  The  whole  of  those  have  removed  themselves  from 
the  situations  in  which  I  had  placed  them  without  either  my 
knowledge  or  consent,  and  by  accident  alone  have  I  heard  that 
their  absence  was  sanctioned. 

Nothing  can  be  more  gratifying  to  me  than  to  be  assured  I  have 
suffered  no  diminution  of  your  confidence — the  contrary  belief  has 
been  a  source  of  as  great  conceiTi,  nor  was  the  opinion  altogether 
entertained  on  conjecture.  An  officer  informed  me  that  Mr.  Atkins 
Table-talk,  publicly  asserted  at  your  table  that  the  most  glaring  partiality  had 
been  exercised  in  the  receiving  maize  at  the  stores  of  this  settle- 
ment. 

I  heard  not  that  the  informer  received  any  check,  and  I  con- 
sequently concluded  that  he  had  met  with  attention.     If  it  were 

'  Joseph  Draper  was  the  principal  witness  against  Palmer  and  Skir\'iiig^. — Vol.  ii,  pp.  862, 
863  and  note,  and  post,  p.  33. 


An  informal 


RBSIGNATION  OP  MACARTHUE.  29 

possible  that  I  cou'd  have  encouraged  or  connived  at  a  practice  so       1798 
unjust,  I  should  silently  have  borne  the  loss  of  your  confidence,      27  Feb. 
and  admitted  the  justice  of  the  severest  rebuke. 

I  have,  Jbc., 
John  Mc Arthur. 

Governor  Hunter  to  Captain  Macarthur. 

Dear  Sir,  29th  February,  1796.  29  Feb. 

Your  letter  of  the  27th,  addressed  to  me  as  public,  docs  not 
require  any  reply  from  me  which  can  be  considered  as  involving  letter." 
the  King's  service  ;  I  do  not,  therefore,  write  you  formally. 

To  discuss  the  various  circumstances  in  which  we  may  have 
differed  in  opinion  would  only  lead  into  a  labyrinth  of  investiga- 
tion, and  leave  off  as  little  informed  as  when  we  began.  I  shall, 
therefore,  only  remark  on  what  you  have  noticed  was  a  conversa- 
tion at  my  table.  If  such  a  subject  was  ever  agitated  there  its 
impression  on  my  mind  had  been  so  very  slight  that  I  neither 
recollect  the  circumstance  you  have  mentioned,  nor  when  there 
happened  an  opportunity  for  the  person  you  have  named  making 
such  observations  in  such  place.  If  ever  those  hints  had  been  An  idle 
dropt  there,  and  if  it  had  been  intended  that  they  shou'd  have  "^°^®"'^' 
involved  you  in  my  censure,  it  is  highly  probable  that  thi^y  wou'd 
not  have  been  mentioned  quite  so  publicly.  I  never  sanction  any- 
thing of  that  nature,  nor  shall  I  1)e  ever  found  to  encourage  those 
who  have  a  turn  for  acting  the  incendiary.  I  can  only  express 
my  concern  that  there  shou'd  be  a  single  character  in  this  colony 
who  felt  more  delight  in  having  an  opportunity  of  creating  distrust 
and  discord  than  of  promoting  confidence  and  harmony. 

I  am,  &C.J 
John  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

29th  February,  1796. 
Parole — Friendship.  Countersign — Confidence. 

Capt.  John  Mc  Arthur,  of  the'  New  South  Wales  Corps,  having  Macarthur's 
signified  to  the  Governor  that  the  various  duties  on  which  he  was  ^^'^f"*^®"-      y 
liable  to  be  called  renders  it  difficult  for  him  to  pay  that  attention 
to  those  of  his  appointment  as  Inspector  of  Public  Works  which 
the  situation  required,  and  on  that  account  requested  permission 
to  resign  the  appointment : 

His  Excellency  has  therefore  thought  fit  to  nominate  Eichard  His 
Atkins,  Ksq.,  to  perform  that  duty  until  further  orders.  bucccssor. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

The  Escape  of  Thomas  Muir,* 
Thomas  Hardy  has  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Margarot,  dated    1  March. 
Port  Jackson,  March  1,  1796.     It  comes  by  the  Ceres.     He  says: 

*  Reprinted  from  Saunders^t  Nevoi-Leiter  of  Saturday,  18th  February,  1707. 
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1793  prove  for  any  man  to  do  the  duty  of  a  civil  magistrate  when,  by 
the  proper  discharge  of  that  duty,  he  is  liable  to  tlie  reproaches 
and  insults  of  a  body  of  officers,  some  of  whom  we  know  were  at 
tliat  time  in  the  Commission  of  the  Peace. 

The  outrage  committed  by  the  military  which  occasioned  this 
correspondence  was  transmitted  home,  and  laid  l)efore  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  1796. 

Mr.  Balmain,  in  his  capacity  as  a  ciWl  magistrate,  having  met 
The  case  of   the  man  (John  Baughan)  whose  house  had  been  attacked  and 
Bau'ihan.     furniture  destroyed,  had  questioned  him  on  the  subject     At  this 
time  the  wliole  of  the  inhabitants  were  alarmed,  and  there  was 
a  general  cry  for  justice  ;  but  it  having  gone  forth  amongst  the 
military  that  Mr.  Balmain  had  interrogated  Jno.  Baughan  upon 
the  business,  and  that  he  liad  found  him,  from  fear,  inclined  to 
submit  to  liis  sufferings,  Mr.  Ralmain  told  him  he  was  liable  to 
prosecution  for  compounding  a  felony,  and  that  he,  Mr.  Balmain, 
'  might,  perhaps,  be  the  first  to  forward  such  prosecution.     Upon 
this  idea  of  the  military  that  Mr.  Balmain,  who  was  only  acting  as 
a  strict  magistrate,  had  interrogated  Jno.  Bauglian,  he  received  a 
t  *^*  uf       letter  in  the  name  of  the  military  officer,  tlie  purport  of  which 
offit^en*.        was,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect,  that  the  writer  was  instructed  by 
his  brother-officei's  to  request  an  answer  to  two  questions.     The 
first  was,  if  he  had  insisted  or  advised  Jno.  Baughan  to  prosecute 
the  soldiers  ?    The  other  was  whetiier  he  had  threatened  Baughan 
with  a  prosecution  if  he  withdrew  his  complaint  ?     [The  docu- 
ment was  signed  by  John  Macarthur.] 

Mr.  Balmain  observes  in  his  letter  of  complaint  to  the  Govt,  that 

he  hope^s  he  shall  not  be  accus'd  of  malice  for  observing  that  Mr, 

Macarthur'a  McArthur's  j)ropensity  to  turbulence  and  litigation  has  ever  been 

di^Kwition.   conspicuous  in  this  colony,  and  that  he  has  not  himself  scrupled 

to  avow  his  inclination  to  be  contentious,  and  to  undervalue  the 

power  of  the  civil  authority. 

Baluiain's  ^Xr.  Balmain's  reply*  to  the  above  questions  were,  first,  relativ'e 
to  the  prosecuting  Baughan  if  he  compounded  a  felony,  that  he 
had  said  so  much  to  Baughan  ;  and  farther,  that  as  the  man's 
wife  aj)peiired  apprehensive  that  the  soldiei-s  would  murder  her 
husband,  that  he  had  told  him  ho  had  nothing  to  fear  on  tliat 
score.  He  also  added,  that  if  he  said  more,  and  any  person  would 
put  him  in  mind  of  it,  if  it  was  fact,  he  would  most  readily 
acknowledge  he  had  done  so.  These  answers  were  addressed  to 
Captain  McArthur. 

"a^Hwer^^  !Mr.  Balmain  rec'd,  immediately  after  this  reply,  a  kind  of  note 
or  written  message  (10th  February,  1796)  in  the  name  of  the 
officers  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  of  which  the  purport  was 

*  In  the  margin  of  the  original  the  date  of  Balmain's  re^dy  is  given  m  the  Sth  Febmai; 
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"That   after   a   calm   and    dispassionate    consideration   of   Mr.       1796 
Balmain's  conduct,  as  expressed  in  his  letter  to  Capt.  McArthur, 
they  should  be  wanting  in  justice  to  themselves  if  they  omitted  to 
express  their  indignation  at  his  shamefully  malevolent  interference 
in  the  afiairs  of  their  corps." 

Let  any  indifferent  person  consider  this,  and  say  what  is  their  a  »J^^- 
opinion  of  the  proper  duty  of  a  magistrate  in  a  case  where  the 
military  happen  to  be  the  rioters,  and  their  officers  in  a  body 
undertake  to  threaten  the  civil  magistrate  for  doing  his  duty  ? 

In  this  written  message  they  had  recourse  to  a  conversation 
which  had  pass'd  between  Mr.  Balmain  and  the  surgeon  of  the 
corps,  who  had  agreed  with  him  in  saying  that  in  consequence 
of  this  last  outrage  they  were  all  damn'd.  They  conclude  this 
message  by  observing  that  those  predicted  curses  wou'd  probably 
recoil  on  his  own  plotting  head  and  guilty  heart. 

Upon  this  message  Mr.  Balmain  wrote  (10th  February)  to  the  ]^"JJj," 
commanding  officer  of  the  corps,  in  which  he  acknowledges  an  offlcew. 
esteem  for  many  officers  of  the  corps.  He  says  that  he  despises  and 
positively  denys  the  malevolent  chargas  with  which  they  have 
branded  him,  and  that  he  is  fully  persuaded  that,  altho'  the  whole 
body  of  the  officers  are  drawn  into  this  dispute,  and  that  in  their 
name  generally  they  have  endeavour'd  to  heap  reproach  upon  his 
head,  they  have  been  excited  thereto  by  the  base  insinuation  of 
some  particular  person  who  delights  in  strife,  and  who  wou'd  meet 
from  him  the  cliastisement  he  merits  if  he  cou'd  fix  on  him. 

To  this  letter  Mr.  Balmain  did  not  receive  any  answer.  He, 
however,  thought  fit,  after  writing  the  above  letter,  to  reply  to 
their  written  message  by  a  letter  addressed  to  Captain  McArthur, 
to  the  following  effect : — That  he  thinks  it  scarsely  within  the  Balmain 
bounds  of  probability  that  any  set  of  gentlemen  eou'd  be  led,  Macanhur. 
from  any  wish  of  their  own,  to  address  him,  who  had  given  them 
no  personal  offence,  in  the  oprobrious  language  which  the  officei*s 
of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  had  thought  proper  to  apply  to 
him  that  day,  and  that  as  the  letter  he  had  receiv'd  on  the  present 
subject  two  days  ago  was  from  him,  and  that  which  w^is  left  at 
his  house  that  day  was  in  his  handwriting,  he  had  no  doubt  but  A  challenge 
that  he  was  the  chief  promoter  and  principal  author  of  the  abuse 
with  which  he  had  that  day  been  loaded.  He  then  acknowledged 
his  esteem  for  many  of  the  officers,  and  concludes  by  telling  him 
that  he  considers  him  a  Imse  rascal  and  an  atrocious  liar  and 
villain,  and  says  his  friend,  Mr.  Palmer,*  the  Commissary,  who  is 
the  bearer,  will  receive  his  answer. 

Upon  this  letter  Mr.  Balmain  the  next  day  (11th  February)  rec'd 
a  letter  signed  "  the  officers  of  tlie  New  South  Wales  Corps,"  in 
which  they  tell  him  that  Mr.  Palmer  having  declin'd  to  deliver  a  The  offlcorsi 
verbal  message  from  them,  they  had  caus'd  it  to  be  written,  and  *^^"®P'  *'• 

*  palmer  Ured  at  the  hctui  of  Woolloomooloo  Bay.   ralmer-street  derives  its  name  from  him. 
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wrote  to  you  and  his  Excellency  the  Governor  on  the  same  subject, 
but  with  some  material  additions,  intending  them  to  be  transmitted 
by  different  conveyances,  on  account  of  the  probability  or  possi- 
bility of  still  existing  war  and  captures,  as  well  as  the  common 
risk  and  perils  of  the  seas. 

By  a  casual  omission  or  oversight  his  Majesty's  Letters  Patent* 
creating  and  establishiog  the  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature 
intended  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  to  be  established  in  Norfolk 
Island  does  not  make  its  appearance.  I  have  brought  with  me 
my  Commission  as  Judge- Advocate  of  the  same, -and  the  Act  of 
Parliament,  but  the  Act  expressly  says  in  the  second  clause : 
"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  his 
Majesty  may,  by  his  Commission  under  the  Great  Seal,  authorize 
the  Lieutenant-Governor,  or  person  for  the  time  being  administer* 
ing  the  government  of  his  Majesty's  settlement  in  Norfolk  Island, 
to  convene  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  may  require,  a  Court  of 
Judicature  for  the  trial  and  punishment  of  all  such  outrages  ajid 
misbehaviours  as  if  committed  within  this  realm  would  be  deemed 
and  taken,  according  to  the  laws  of  this  realm,  to  be  treason,  or 
misprision  thereof,  felony,  or  misdemeanour,"  &c.,  <bc.,  but  such 
Commission  under  the  Great  Seal,  or  his  Majesty's  Privy  Seal,  or 
his  Majesty's  Letters  Patent,  are  not  at  present  to  be  found  in  the 
Southern  Hemisphere;  it  would  be,  therefore,  highly  illegal  to  hold 
such  Court.  In  consequence  thereof,  his  Excellency  has  caused 
the  oaths  of  office  and  qualification  usually  taken  and  subscribed 
by  a  Justice  of  Peace  to  be  administered  to  me,  that  I  may  confine 
myself  to  acting  in  that  capacity  alone  until  the  Patent  does 
arrive.  I  have  also  observed,  upon  a  perusal  of  a  copy  of  the 
Patent  for  New  South  Wales,  that  a  Court  of  Civil  Jurisdiction  is 
thereby  ordained  and  directed  to  be  held,  composed  of  the  Judge- 
Advocate  and  two  other  fit  and  pi*oper  persons  inhabiting  the 
said  settlement,  to  which  Civil  Court  is  given  power  'Ho  hold 
plea  of,  and  to  hear  and  determine  in  a  summary  way  all  pleas 
concerning  lands,  houses,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  and  all 
manner  of  interest  therein  ;  and  all  pleas  of  debt,  account  or  other 
contracts,  trespasses,  and  all  manner  of  other  personal  pleas  what- 
soever." 

And  the  King  "farther  ordains  and  grants  to  the  said  Coart 
power  to  grant  probates  of  will  and  administration  of  the  personal 
estates  of  int&states  dying  wichin  the  place  or  settlement  aforesaidli'' 
which  Civil  Court  and  powers  should,  I  imagine,  be  contained 
in  the  Patent  for  Norfolk,  as  well  as  in  that  for  Sydney.  I 
have  also  been  informed  by  Capt.  Collins  that  when  he  first  came 
out  to  New  South  Wales  he  was  allowed  by  Government,  and 
brought  with  him,  a  certain  number  of  well-chosen  law-booksy  to 

*  The  Patent  was  sent  out  hy  the  ship  Marquis  ComwalUs,  which  arrired  at  HydDfOr  O  - 
the  11th  Februar}',  1796 
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assist  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  public  duty,  which  aid  and  1796 
allowance  I  hope  will,  and  prossingly  request  may,  be  granted  sdJan. 
to  me,  for  I  remained  in  England  near  eight  months  longer  than 
I  expected,  and  after  I  had  settled  and  arranged  my  private 
afiairs  at  a  great  expence,  and  during  one  of  the  longest  and 
severest  winters  ever  remembered,  when  all  the  necessaries  of  life 
were  exorbitantly  dear,  so  that  I  found  it  impossible  to  provide 
myself  with  several  necessary  law-books  I  ought  not  to  be  without, 
particularly  the  Statutes  at  large. 

A  list  of  books  supplied  to  the  Jud^e- Advocate  of  New  South  'Hie  Judgre* 
Wales : — ^The  Statutes  at  large,  Hale's  Historia  Placitorum  Corona,  nbnSy^  * 
Hawkins's  do.,  Foster's  Reports  and  Discourses  upon  Crown  Law, 
Crown  Circuit  Companion,  Addington's  Penal  Statutes,  Jacob's 
Law   Dictionary,   Blackstone's    Commentaries,    Burn's   Justice, 
Reeve's  History  of  the  English  Law,  One  Year's  Session  Papers.* 

I  humbly  request  that  the  last  editions  of  these  books  may  be 
transmitted,  and  that  instead  of  Bum's  Justice  and  the  Crown 
Circuit  Com^ianion,  which  are  amongst  those  I  have  already,  I 
may  be  supplied  with  those  subjoined,  vizt,  : — Impey's  Practice  in 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  BuUer's  Nisi  Prius,  and  the  Crown 
Circuit  Assistant,  with  Wood's  Conveyancing,  or  some  other 
eminent  author  on  that  subject. 

Subjecting,  however,  the  list  in  general  to  such  alterations  or 
additions  as  his  Majesty's  Judge- Advocate-General,  or  any  of  his        /  w^ 
principal  law  officers,  if  consulted,  might  deem  proper  to  advise. 

I  wish  also  I  could  be  supplied  with  a  moderate  quantity  of 
^tionery,  as  such  is  the  very  nature  of  ray  office  that  I  must 
unquestionably  use  a  great  deal,  and  of  which  I  have  but  an 
inconsiderable  quantum  at  present. 

I  take  the  liberty  strongly  to  recommend  additional  information 
to  be  inserted  in  the  lists  of  convicts,  usually  transmitted  with  them,  Records  ot 
and  that  [what]  is  the  particular  crimes  or  offences  they  have  been  co»^»ct8. 
guilty  of,  which  would  give  but  little  more  trouble  at  the  time  of 
making  out  such  lists;  but  more  particularly  in  cases  of  perjury. 
Offenders  of  this  description  are  in  certain  cases  liable  to  trans- 
portation (see  Stat.),  and  in  others  to  capital  punishment;  but 
in  these  latter  cases  his  Majesty's  well-known  clemency  might  be 
sometimes  extended,  on  condition  of  transportation  for  a  term  of 
years,  or  for  life;  and  it  would  be  most  injurious  to  society  in  any 
part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions  to  subject  them  to  the  testimony 
<^  so  dangerous  an  offender.  It  is  a  general  rule  in  all  cases,  civil 
and  criminal,  the  best  evidence  that  may  be  had,  or  that  the  nature 
of  the  thing  will  bear,  is  to  be  given.  Many  times  juries,  together 
with  other  matter,  are  much  induced  by  presumptions,   either 

*  A  gfanilarlUi  had  been  sent  by  Hibbins  to  Governor  Hunter  in  November,  1795.— Vo).  ii, 
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ITH  wrote  to  you  ftnd  fais  ExcpJIency  the  Governor  on  (he  ume  subject, 
99  Ju.  ^^^  vith  some  material  additions,  intending  them  to  be  transmitted 
r—;       by  different  conveyanceB,  on  account  of  the  probability  or  poesi- 

rarropon-    bility  of  Htill  existinj^  war  and  captures,  aa  well  aa  the  common 

dance.         j^^  ^^^j  perils  of  the  seas. 

AnoniiBlon.  By  a  casual  Dmission  or  oversight  his  Mnjesty's  Letters  Patent* 
creating  and  establiahing  the  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature 
intended  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  to  be  established  in  Norfolk 
Island  does  not  make  its  appearance.  I  have  brought  with  me 
my  Commission  as  Judge- Advocate  of  Ibe  Bame,-and  the  Act  of 
Parliament,  but  the  Act  expressly  says  in  the  second  clause : 
"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  his 
Majesty  may,  by  liis  Commission  under  the  Ureat  Seal,  authorize 
the  Lieutenant-Governor,  or  person  for  the  time  being  administer- 
ing the  government  of  his  Majesty's  settlement  in  Norfolk  Island, 
to  convene  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  may  require,  a  Court  of 

C'rininit]      Judicature  for  the  trial  and  punishment  of  all  such  outrages  ajid 

'^^"'  misbehaviours  as  if  committed  within  this  realm  would  be  deemed 

and  taken,  according  to  the  laws  of  this  realm,  to  be  treason,  or 
misprision  thereof,  felony,  or  misdemeanour,"  &q.,  &c,  but  such 
Comuiission  under  the  Great  Seal,  or  his  Majesty's  Privy  Seal,  or 
his  Majesty's  Letters  Patent,  are  not  at  present  to  be  found  in  the 
Southern  Hemisphere;  it  would  be,  therefore,  highly  illegal  to  hold 
such  Court  In  consequence  thereof,  his  Excellency  has  caused 
the  oaths  of  office  and  qualification  usually  taken  and  subscribed 
by  a  Justice  of  Peace  to  be  administered  to  me,  that  I  may  confine 
myaelf  to  actiug  in  that  capacity  alone  until  the  Patent  does 
arrive.     I  have  also  observed,  upon  a  perusal  of  a  copy  of  the 

Civil  Court.  Patent  for  New  South  Wales,  that  a  Court  of  Civil  Jurisdiction  is 
thereby  ordained  and  directed  to  be  held,  composed  of  the  Jnd){e- 
Advocate  and  two  other  fit  and  pivper  persons  inhabiting  the 
said  settlement,  to  which  Civil  Court  ia  given  power  "  to  hoU 
plea  of,  and  to  hear  and  determine  in  a  nummary  way  all  picas 
concerning  lands,  houses,  tenements,  and  hcivditamc-nt!',  and  all 
manner  of  interest  therein  ;  and  all  pleas  of  debt,  account  or  other 
contracts,  trespassea,  and  all  manner  of  other  i>ersoQal  pleas  what- 

And  the  King  "farther  ordains  and  grants  to  the  said  Court 
power  to  grant  probates  of  will  and  administration  of  the  ]>erson)tl 
estatesof  intestates  dying  within  the  place  or  sc^ttlementaforeeai^*''  ~ 
which  Civil  Court  and  powers  should,  I  imagine,  be  contftUf 
in  the  Patent  for  Norfolk,  as  welt  as  in  that  for  Sydney.  ] 
have  alao  been  informed  by  Capt.  ColllnK  that  when  he  first  oA 
out  to  New  South  Wales  he  was  allowed  by  Governmelit,  | 
LAW'bookF.    brought  with  him,  a  certain  number  of  well-cliosen  laW'^ 

•  The  Piterl  was  Hnt  out  by  Ibe  «lir|>  Huquls  Comwailla, 
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Notice  is  hereby  given  to  all  persons  concerned  to  attend,  that       1796 
every  tdmd.  may  be  accounted  for  ;  and  such  as  neglect  complying    4  jianh. 
with  this  Order  will  be  sought  after  and  either  confined  in  the 
cells,  put  to  hard  labor,  or  corporally  punished. 

The  sick  will  be  accounted  for  by  the  Principal  Surgeon,  and 
officers'  servants  by  their  employers.  Previous  to  the  muster  each 
officer,  settler,  or  other  persons  having  men  in  their  service,  whether 
allowed  by  Government  or  hired  by  themselves,  are  to  give  in  a 
return  of  their  names  to  the  Commissary  at  Sydney,  and  the  different 
storekeepers  at  the  other  districts. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

GrOVERNMENT  AND   GENERAL   OrDER. 

7th  March,  1796.  7  March. 

Parole — Gidley.  Countersign — King. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  is  pleased  to  remit  the  remainder  of  Remitting  a     ^ 
the  punishment  which  was.  sentenced  by  the  late  General  Court-  •®°*®°**- 
martial  to  be  inflicted  on  Joseph  Draper.* 

Jno.  Hunter, 

Certificate  of  Victualling. 

Sidney,  10th  March,  1796.        10  March. 
I  DO  hereby  certify  that  the  whole  of  the  soldiers  (and  their  fol- 
lowers), in  number  thirty-seven,  8er\'ing  under  my  command  on 
board  the  ship  Marquis  Cornwallis,  as  guard  to  protect  the  ship 
against  the  convicts,  were  victualed  by  Mr.  Michael  Hogan,  in  victualling 
the  following  manner:  From  the  6th  of  July,   1795,  the  day  I '**^*^®"- 
took  charge  of  the  detachment  on  board  the  said  ship,  in  the  Cove 
of  Cork,  untill  the  9th  of  August,  the  day  of  her  sailing  (no 
banyan  days) — Two  pounds  of  fresh  beef  with  soup  and  vege- 
tables each  person  per  day  ;  one  pound  of  bread  per  day  each 
person,  with  as  much  beer  as  they  chose  to  make  use  of.     I  also 
understood  that  previous  to  my  joining  the  ship  the  men  were 
victualed  as  above  from  the  day  of  their  embarking  at  Portsmouth, 
the  6th  of  June. 

I  do  further  certify  that  the  whole  of  the  troops,  in  number  Fresh  food 
thirty-six,  were  victualed  by  Mr.  Michael  Hogan,  at  the  Cape  of  ^^  ^^^  ^^*^ 
Good  Hope,  from  the  24th  November  to  the  20th  December, 
both  days  included,  in  the  following  manner  : — Two  pounds  of 
mutton  with  soup  and  vegetables  each  person  per  day,  with  as 
much  soft  bread  as  they  chose  to  eat,  and  full  naval  allowance  of 
liquor  and  everything  else  (no  banyan  days).  And  that  they 
were  victualled  on  full  naval  allowance  at  all  other  times  from 
their  embarking  till  their  landing  in  this  port ;  and  that  they 
had  fresh  provisions  served  them  several  days  during  the  passage, 
and  every  other  indulgence  shewn  them  by  the  said  Mr.  Hogan, 

*  Ante,  p.  2i. 
VOL.  Ill— C 
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1796      such  as  giving  the  sick  tea  and  sugar  and  many  little  comforts 
10  Manh    not  provided  by  Government,  and  that  I  never  knew  Mr.  Hogan 
to  use  a  soldier  ill,  or  that  he  suffered  an  officer,  seaman,  or  other 
person  to  do  so.  John  Brabyn, 

Ensign,  New  South  Wales  Corps, 

Commandant  of  the  troops  on  board. 


Certificate  of  Yictuallixg. 

Sidney,  10th  March,  1796. 
Victualling    I  dq  hereby  certify  that  the  female  convicts  on  board  the  ship 
convicts.       Maixjuis  Cornwallis  were  victualed  by  Mr.  Michael  Hogan  from 
their  respective  dates  of  embarkation  on  board  the  said  ship  on 
fresh  pro\*isions,  beer,  Szc,  in  the  same  way  that  the  ship's  com- 
pany were  served  (to  say  as  much  as  they  chose  to  consume)  untill 
the  day  of  her  sailing,  the  9th  of  August,  1 795. 
Fresh  food         I  also  certify  that  during  the  twenty-five  days  the  above  ship 
*     *^     ^'  lay  in  Table  Bay,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  whole  of  the  convicts, 
male  and  female,  in  number  two  hundred  and  twenty-five,  were 
victualed  in  the  following  manner  by  the  above  Mr.  Hogan  : — 
One  pound  and  one-quarter  of  mutton  each  p'r  day,  with  soup  and 
vegetables ;  forty-two  pounds  of  soft  bread  for  every  six  persons  p*r 
week  (no  banyan  days) ;  and  that  the  whole  of  the  convicts  had 
fresh  provisions  served  them  several  days  during  the  passage. 
Vinegar.  I  da  further  certify  fhat  I  used  six  hogsheads  of  vinegar,  sup- 

plied by  Mr.  Hogan,  in  sprinkling  the  prison-beams  and  carlines, 
washing  the  prisoners'  births,  and  giving  them  to  drink,  &c. 

None  of  this  article  being  supplied  by  Government^  and  that 
among  other  articles  were  supplied  by  the  ship,  and  attention  paid 
to  the  health  of  the  soldiers  and  convicts  by  the  said  Mr.  Hogan 
during  the  voyage,  and  to  the  best  of  my  judgment  treated  with 
ever}'  kindness.  Matthew  Ausnx,  Surgeon, 

Superintending  his  Majesty's  troops  and  convicts 
on  board  the  Marquis  Comwallis. 


Captain  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nbpean. 
13  March.        Sir,  London,  13th  March,  1796. 

Cantain  As  I  am  iufonued  that  their  Lordships  have  been  pleased 

Phillip.  ^  direct  that  the  Captains  Fooks,  Murray,  and  Surridge,  who,  as 
well  as  myself,  were  ordered  to  Portsmouth,  to  take  the  command 
of  the  different  ships,*  should  be  paid  their  expenses,  I  request 
that  you  will  plea.se  to  move  their  Lordships  to  direct  that  the 
sum  of  twelve  pounds  eighteen  shillings  be  paid  me,  being  the  sum 
allowed  those  officers.  I  am,  Jrc, 

A.  Phillip. 

•  Captain  PhiUip  comicandcd  the  Alexander  from  10th  March  to  Gth  October,  1796. 
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Governor  Hunter  to  Lieutenant-Governor  King.  1796 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  22nd  March,  1796.        22  March. 

By  his  Majesty's  ship  Reliance,  I  received  your  letter  of 
the  22nd  February,*  with  its  various  accompanying  papers.  I 
was  very  happy,  by  the  same  opportunity,  to  learn  that  your  health.  King's 
of  which  I  had  by  the  former  conveyance  received  such  unfavour-  *>«^t*>- 
able  accounts,  was  so  much  improved.  I  feel  very  much  concerned 
at  the  necessity  there  appears  for  your  return  to  England  for  the 
recovery  of  that  health,  which  I  am  well  assured  has  suffered  from 
the  cares  and  fatigues  of  your  situation,  and  assure  you  that  your 
letter  of  application  for  permission  to  do  so  shall  be  forwarded  by 
the  earliest  opportunity. 

By  the  present  conveyance,  his  Majesty's  ship  the  Supply,  I 
send  the  Patent  authorising  the  convening  of  a  Court  of  Criminal  criminal  y  y/ 
Judicature  upon  Norfolk  Island,  which  I  received  by  the  last  ship  ^**^« 
from  England,  and  as  Lieut.  Clephan  has  been,  from  bad  health, 
obliged  to  leave  the  island,  another  officer  will  join  you  by  the 
Supply.  It  will  be  necessary  that  you  should  take  the  first 
opportunity  of  causing  the  Patent  to  be  publickly  read. 

You  will  receive  a  proportion  of  salt  provisions,  which  I  agree  Food  and 
with  you  in  thinking  it  necessary  you  should  have  upon  the  island.  ®^®^^®®- 
You  will  also  receive  a  quantity  of  slop  clothing  of  the  different 
kinds ;  but  am  sorry  to  say  that  you  cannot  be  more  distressed  by 
the  want  of  all  kinds  of  tools  than  we  are.  It  is  long  since  demands 
have  been  sent  home,  but  none  have  yet  arrived ;  such  as  we  use 
we  have  be^n  obliged  to  manufacture  here,  which,  for  want  of 
proper  artificers,  is  a  work  of  much  dificulty.  Having  received 
something  of  the  loom  kind  lately,  I  have  directed  that  the  various 
articles  may  be  examined,  and  a  couple  compleated  for  your  use ;  and 
a  few  women  will  be  sent,  who,  being  from  Ireland,  will  probably 
understand  spinning. 

A  small  quantity  of  wine  will  be  sent  for  the  use  of  the  hospital.  Hospital  and 
and  I  have  directeii  two  casks  of  spirits  may  also  be  sent  for  such  J^^iea, 
use  as  you  may  find  it  necessary  in.  Seed-wheat  will  be  put  in 
dry  casks  ;  I  hope  as  much  as  you  may  want  for  the  ensuing  time 
of  sowing.  Some  iron  and  a  little  steel  the  Commissary  has  direc- 
tions to  forward.  He  will  accompany  the  various  articles  with  a  list 
for  your  information. 

You  will  continue  Martin  Timms  in  the  very  necessary  situation  Martin 
in  which  you  have  placed  him ;  and  as  you  have  recommended  Timwrt. 
him  for  such  appointment,  I  shall  hope  there  will  be  no  difficulty 
thrown  in  the  way  of  his  being  continued. 

I  shall  send  by  the  Supply  a  young  man,  son  to  Mr.  Amdell  Mr.  Amdcii, 
here,  who,  having  been  originally  bred  under  his  father  in  the       ^^' 
medical  line,  I  hope  he  may  be  found  a  useful  assistant  in  the 
hospital. 

*  Ante,  p.  25. 
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The  stock 
of  flour. 


Asristant- 

8ux:8r«on 

Jamiaon. 


I  am  sorry  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  send  you  a  proportion  of 
flour;  we  have  not  received  any  lately  from  England.  We  are  now 
left  to  ourselves  in  that  article,  and  of  which  I  have  every  reason 
to  think  we  shall  not  hereafter  find  any  deficiency,  but  the  want 
of  mills  for  grinding  our  com  is  a  very  distressing  circumstance. 
We  have  not  attempted  yet  to  raise  either  a  wind  or  water  mill ; 
in  short,  our  principal  difficulty  in  this  respect  proceeds  from  the 
want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  carpenters,  and  also  of  labourers^ 
for  the  greatest  part  of  the  convicts  here  are  out  of  their  time,  and 
it  is  with  difficulty  we  can  furnish  enough  to  compleat  various 
buildings  which  are  indispensably  necessary. 

You  will  inform  Mr.  Jamison,  the  Assistant  Surgeon,  that 
the  letter  representing  the  hardship  he  has  suffered  since  he  was 
appointed  to  his  present  situation,  by  Govt.  Phillip,  shall  be  for- 
warded, with  such  remarks  from  me  as  may  be  thought  necessary 
for  doing  him  justice.  I  will  also  forward  Mr.  Zachariah  Clark's 
letter  for  leave  of  absence.  I  am,  &c., 

John  Hunter. 


Spirits 
landed 
without 


Government  and  General  Order. 

22nd  March,  1796. 
Parole — Industry.  Countersigti — Sobriety. 

From  the  frequent  state  of  inebriation  in  which  great  numbers  of 
the  lower  order  of  people  in  these  settlements  have  for  some  time 
past  been  seen,  there  is  much  reason  to  suspect  that  a  greater 
quantity  of  spirituous  liquors  has  been  landed  from  the  different 
ships  which  have  entered  this  port  than  permission  had  been 
peniii^on.  obtained  for,  it  becomes  highly  necessary  to  put  a  stop,  as  early  as 
possible,  to  a  practice  so  pregnant  with  every  possible  mischief. 

The  Governor  has  therefore  judged  it  necessary,  the  more 
effectually  to  suppress  the  dangerous  practice  of  retailing  spirits, 
to  desire  the  aid  of  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  and  in  a  par- 
ticular manner  all  magistrates,  constables,  &c.,  as  they  regard  the 
good  of  his  Majesty's  service,  the  peace,  tranquility,  and  good  ordor 
Distribution  of  the  colony,  that  they  use  their  utmost  exertions  for  putting  an 
forbidden,  gjj^j  ^  ^  species  of  traffic  from  which  the  destruction  of  h^th 
and  the  ruin  of  all  industry  may  be  expected,  and  that  they  do 
endeavor  to  discover  who  those  people  are,  who,  self-licensed,  have 
presumed  to  open  public-houses  for  this  abominable  purpose. 

The  Governor  also  informs  those  who  may,  after  the  publication 
of  this  Order,  be  daring  enough  to  continue  to  act  in  opposition  to 
its  intention,  that  their  house  shall  be  pulled  down  as  a  public 
nuisance,  and  such  other  steps  will  be  taken  for  their  farther 
punishment  as  may  be  judged  necessary. 

JnO.    HUNTB&. 


CLOTHINa  ISSUED  TO  CONVICTS.  37 

GOYSRNMEKT  AND  GENERAL  OrDER.  1796 

26th  Marcb,  1796.        95iiwch. 
Parole — Hull.  Countersign — Humber. 

Hakt  complaints  having  been  made  that  the  hogs  belonging  to  Garden- 
people  who  inhabit  the  town  of  Sydney  have  been  permitted  by  ^****'* 
their  respective  owners  to  range  at  large  without  even  attending 
to  the  precaution  of  having  rings  and  yokes  upon  them,  through 
which  inattention  much  damage  has  been  done  to  many  of  the 
gardens  : 

It  becomes  necessary,  therefore,  to  inform  those  who  are  in  pos- 
session of  such  destructive  animids  that  it  is  expected  they  either 
shut  them  up  altogether  or  contrive  to  have  them  watched  and 
attended  whilst  they  are  out,  and  that  they  are  not  hereafter  seen 
without  rings  and  yokes,  otherwise  such  orders  will  be  given  as 
may  prove  effectual  in  preventing  the  mischiefs  which  tiiey  are 
daily  committing.  Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

9th  April,  1796.         o  April. 
Parole — Winter.  Countersign — Clothing. 

The  Commissary  will  issue  on  Saturday  next,  the  9th  instant,  the  Clothing  for 
following  articles  of  cloathing,  viz.  : —  the  convicts. 

To  Men.  To  Women, 

1  jacket.  1  jacket. 

1  waistcoat.  1  petticoat. 

1  pair  of  breeches.  1  shift. 

1  shirt.  1  p'r  of  stockings. 

1  hat.  1  p'r  of  shoes. 

1  pV  of  shoes.  1  cap. 

1  p'r  of  stockings.  1  handkerchief. 

1  hat. 

And  as  it  has  been  too  much  the  practice  of  the  convicts  to  sell 
the  cloathing  they  receive  from  Government  as  soon  as  it  has  been 
isaued  to  them,  it  is  necessary  to  give  this  public  notice,  that 
whoever  shall  be  proved  to  have  either  sold  or  otherwise  made 
away  with  any  of  the  above  articles,  botli  the  buyer  and  seller  or 
receiver  thereof  will  subject  themselves  to  corporal  or  other 
punishment  j^,^   ^^^^^ 

Governor  Hunter  to  Mr.  Thomas  Smyth.* 

BThisExcellencyJohnHunter,  Esq.,  Captain-General  and  Governor-  The  Provost- 
in-Chief  in  and  over  his  Majesty's  territory  of  New  South  ^*"*^*^^- 
Wales  and  its  dependencies,  t^c,  tSrc,  &c. 

Whereas  the  office  of  Provost-Marshall  of  his  Majesty's  territory 

of  New  South  Wales  has  become  vacant  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Henry  V 

*  Thomas  SmjrUi  (or  Smith)  was  originany  a  sergeant  in  the  marines.  When  the  marines 
were  relieved  by  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  Phillip  appointed  him  a  superintendent  cluuiged 
wtth  the  receipt  and  delivery  of  stores,  clothing,  dtc. 


38 


HISTORICAL   RECORDS  OF   NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


1796 

ApiiU 
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Kinyth 

appointed. 


Brewer,  late  Provost-Marshall  thereof,  and  having  thought  fit  to 
nominate  you  to  that  appointment — 

By  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  vested  in  me,  I  do  hereby 
nominate,  constitute,  and  appoint  you  to  be  Provost-Marshall  of 
this  territory  in  the  room  of  the  said  Mr.  Henry  Brewer,*  deceased^ 
until  his  Majesty's  pleasure  shall  be  signified.  And  you  will 
carefully  and  diligently  exercise  the  duties  of  that  office,  following 
all  such  orders  and  directions  as  you  shall  from  time  to  time  receive 
from  me  and  from  the  Governor  of  this  territoiy  for  the  time 
being,  or  from  any  magistrate  or  person  duly  authorized  thereto. 
For  which  this  shall  be  your  warrant. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Government  House,  Sydney, 
this  9th  day  of  April,  1796. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Mr.  Thomas  Smyth  hereby  appointed  Provost-Marshall  until 
his  Majesty's  pleasure  shall  be  signified. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency,  David  Collins, 

Secretary  to  the  Colony. 


28ApriL 

Portland's 
Uospatch. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord,  28th  April,  1796. 

By  the  ship  Marquis  Cornwallis,  which  arrived  in  the  port 
on  the  1 1th  of  February,  with  male  and  female  convicts  and  a  few 
recruits  for  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  I  had  the  honor  of 
receiving  your  Grace's  despatch  of  the  10th  of  June,  1795.t 

I  have  pleasure  in  assuring  you,  my  Lord,  that  our  harvest, 

speaking  generally,  has  turned  out  well ;  the  quantity  of  wheat, 

A  plentiful    public  and  private,  taking  it  at  a  rough  estimation,  may  amount 

hanest.       to  from  35,000  to  40,000  bushels, |  which  will  more  than  ensure 

us  breml  for  twelve  months  to  come,  exclusive  of  maize,  which 

we  continue  to  issue  as  a  part  of  the  weekly  ration,  and  which, 

being  a  more  certain  crop  than  any  other  grain  in  this  country,  I 

wish  to  encourage  the  cultivation  of,  to  prevent  that  inconvenience 

wliich  an  unfortunate  wheat  season  might  perhaps  occasion  to  us. 

At  the  time  of  ray  arrival  here,  although  our  wheat  looked  well, 

it  was,  nevertheless,  at  that  time  and  in  that  state  liable  to  accident, 

US  appeare<l  afterwards  in  the  destruction  of  the  crops  of  some  of 

the  settlers  by  blight.    I  judged  it,  therefore,  necessary,  in  order  to 

guard  against  any  failure  (many  of  the  settlers  having  ground  in 

it  condition  for  recei\4ng  Indian  com,  and  that  being  the  season 

Tpon  leavinir  EnfflMid,  Phillip  found  that  Mr.  Alexander,  who  had  been  wpointed 
PrDvoHt-Matihal,  had  remained  in  Eng^land.  He  thereupon  bestowed  the  office  on  Brewer, 
who  held  it  until  bin  death.  (Collins  states  that  Mr.  Brewer  came  out  with  Ooremor  Phillip' 
lut  his  clerk.  Phillip  himself  stated  that  he  rated  as  a  midshipman  on  H.M.S.  Sirius.  He 
was  fifty -seven  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death.— Collins,  vol.  i,  p.  492. 

t  See  Vol.  ii,  p.  ari 

J  n>.,  p.  311. 
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for  sowing  it),  to  encourage  the  planting  of  this  grain  by  a  promise       1706 
that  Giovemment  would  take  it  oft'  their  liands  when  gathered.     28  April. 
This  encouragement  I  thought  the  more  necessary,  as  many  of  the       — 
settlers  and  others  were  unwilling  to  sow  their  ground  with  this 
grain,  but  rather  to  keep  it  prepared  for  the  next  wheat  season.* 
This  precaution,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  scarcity,  I  hope  may 
meet  your  Grace*s  approbation. 

With  respect  to  the  rearing  of  live  stock,  on  which  you  observe,  iJvc  stock. 
my  Lord,  that  the  public  bears  no  sort  of  proportion  to  that  in  the 
hands  of  private  individuals,  your  Grace's  remark  in  this  particular 
must  have  arisen  from  your  not  having  then  received  information 
of  what  had  been  imported  from  Bengal  on  Government  account ; 
but  by  the  next  return  of  Government  stock,  which  shall  be  for-  Government 
warded  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  it  will  appear  that  the  public  hoWen'^ 
possesses  more  of  the  larger  kind  (homed  cattle)  than  all  the 
private  stock  of  that  kind  in  the  settlement,  notwithstanding 
some  part  had  been  alienated  before  my  arrival. 

Your  Grace  will  have  an  opportunity  of  observing  by  the  retunif 
that  the  public  stock  of  hogs  is  much  reduced,  and  this  reduction 
should  be  accounted  for.  Many  of  the  settlers  should  have  been 
(agreeable  to  a  promise  made  when  they  were  settled)  supplied  with 
certain  live  stock  from  the  public,  but  this  promise  had  only  been 
fulfilled  in  a  few.  I  therefore  ordered  that  they  might  now  be 
supplied  as  far  as  we  could  afford,  reservin^j  in  the  hands  of  Supplied  to 

.  settlers* 

Government  a  few  breeding-sows ;  and  such  as  were  unlit  for 
propagation  were  killed  and  issued  to  the  military  as  a  part  of 
their  ration.  Permit  me  to  assure  my  Lord  that  the  rearing  any 
considerable  number  of  this  kind  of  stock  on  the  public  account 
will  be  attended  with  an  expence  which  your  Grace  can  have  but 
little  conception  of.  The  hog  not  being  a  grazing  animal,  and 
there  being  nothing  in  the  country  yet  discovered  for  their  susten- 
ance but  grass,  they  cannot  be  allowed  to  run  at  large  ;  they  nmst 
be  confined  and  fed  upon  corn,  and  very  considerable  is  the  quantity 
they  require.  Every  little  farmer  can  afford  to  feed  a  few  upon 
the  refuise  or  damaged  corn,  and  sell  it  to  Government  at  less 
than  half  of  what  it  would  cost  the  public  if  rearing  large  numbers. 
Numerous  herds  of  such  animals  allowed  to  run  loose  would  also 
Ije  dangerous  to  the  farmer,  whose  grounds  are  yet  all  open. 

To  your  Grace's  observation  relative  to  the  quantity  of  land  in  Agriculture. 
cultivation  on  the  public  account,  permit  me,  my  Lord,  to  say, 
I  found  on  my  arrival  that  none  had  for  some  time  past  been 
cleared  for  Government,  and  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  what 
ha<l  formerly  been  is  from  its  bad  quality  and  exhausted  st^ite 
not  now  capable  of  paying  the  expence  of  cultivation ;  it  will 

*  See  OenerBl  Orders  of  29th  September  and  2nd  October,  1795,  vol.  ii,  p.  S22. 
t  By  the  retam  of  Ist  September,  1796,  it  ap)>car8  that  with  the  exception  of  homed 
cattle  the  proportion  held  by  private  individuals  greatly  exceeded  that  held  by  Government. 
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Hcarcely  return  the  seed  expended  upon  it,  until  it  has  been 
allowed  to  lay  some  time  fallow.  It  therefore  becomes  necessary 
for  me  to  weigh  and  consider  well  the  measures  which  it  may  be 
proper  to  pursue  in  order  to  ensure  bread  to  the  settlement, 
without  being  obliged  to  have  again  recourse  to  the  mother 
country,  which  must  inevitably  be  the  case  if  I  attend  as  rigidly 
as  it  is  my  duty  to  do  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your 
Grace  s  letter  on  the  subject  of  the  number  of  men  allowed  to 
officers,  in  which  you  refer  me  to  Mr.  Dundas's  letter  of  the  30th 
June,  1793,*  on  the  same  subject,  where  it  appears  that  two  men 
only  are  to  be  allowed.  Permit  me  to  remark,  my  Lord,  that  two 
men  are  scarcely  sufficient  in  this  country  for  the  common 
domestic  purposes  of  procuring  fuel  and  water,  and  the  tiddng 
cai*e  of  a  small  garden,  far  less  for  the  clearing  heavy  timber, 
attending  a  Hock,  and  cultivating  the  quantity  of  land  allowed  to 
tlie  officers,  all  which  is  done  by  manual  labour.  The  rearing 
of  live  stock,  which  is  an  object  of  the  utmost  importance  to  this 
colony,  is  chieily  in  the  hands  of  Government  and  of  the  officers, 
civil  and  military,  and  merits  every  encouragement.  Experience 
luiH  convinced  us  that  they  are  not  safe  in  the  hands  of  any  other 
description  of  people  yet  arrived  here.  I  must  beg  leave  to  repeat 
my  former  opinion,  my  Lord,  that  it  must  be  by  the  early  and 
sufficient  assistance  gnuited  to  industrious  individuals  that  this 
country  will  l)ecome  independent,  not  only  independent,  but  I 
have  no  doubt  will,  in  due  time,  and  that  at  no  great  distance, 
have  corn  to  spare.  By  this  early  assistance  they  are  the  sooner 
enable<l  to  t^ike  their  labourers  oil*  the  hands  of  Government. 

I  oiuifesK,  my  Lord,  that  since  I  had  the  honour  of  your  Grace's 
lett4«r  I  havo  felt  much  anxiety,  between  a  sincere  desire  to  obey 
ytmr  iH^nnnands,  as  signitieil  in  that  letter,  and  a  considerati<Mi 
(if  the  iH»us(H}uonees  it  is  highly  probable  will  ensue  to  the  settle- 
ment if  I  ntUMul  striotlv  to  the  letter  of  it.  More  than  half  the 
pnHluce  of  our  last  harvest  has  been  raised  by  the  industry  of  the 
offiiH'i^s  i»f  tlie  settlement,  luid  at  a  very  considerable  private 
(«X}MMUH^  to  tvu'h  of  them,  in  addition  to  the  aid  afforded  them  by 
Giivernment.  If  I  withdi'aw  their  men  at  this  time  we  caa 
oxjHH»t  but  vory  little  ih-u-u  next  year,  for  they  will  not  be  able  to 
work  tlioir  gri^unil  ;  slumld  that  be  the  case,  we  may  expect  that 
thtwe  wl»o  do  miso  a  little  i\>rn  will  avail  themselves  of  a  scarcity 
anil  miso  tlie  priiH\  which  i  luul  some  hope  of  being  able  to  reduce. 
Hv  this  nu'iius  1  am  iUsiHXseil  to  think  that  Government  will  con- 
siiUM'ably  Uv*t\  insttvul  of  gain«  by  the  recovery  of  those  men  to 
publio  lalHmi\  and  tlio  settlement,  in  all  prv>bability,  be  again 
ixhIiuhhI  tv»  a  stale  i>f  dij*tivss  and  a  de^HMidonce  for  bread  on  the 
mother  nmnirv,  a  eiivumstamv  wliieh  I  am  extremely  anxious  to 
pivxent,  I  inmUl  say  niueh  on  this  subjev^t,  my  Lord,  to  show 
tluu  if  it  is  the  wish  lU'  intentii>n  of  Government  to  ha\'e  this 


•  se«  \ \v,  u,  \v  :i. 
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ccdonj  increase  to  a  state  of  respectability,  some  encouragement      1796 
must  be  held  out  to  respectable  settlers  and  industrious  people  of    ^  j^j^i 
all  descriptions.     This  can  never  be  the  case  if  it  be  the  intention  ^ — 
of  Crovermnent  to  cultivate  land  enough  for  the  maintenance  of  ment  to  the 
all  the  convicts  sent  here.     The  farmer  will  be  labouring  for  a  *nd"«*rio"«- 
mere  subsistence  ;  he  can  never  cloath  himself  and  family  if  he 
has  no  market  for  his  surplus  com,  and  if  Government  does  not 
become  his  purchaser  he  can  have  no  market.     What  then,  my 
liord,  must  be  the  consequence?     A  general  indolence,  a  total 
inattention  to  firming,  a  dissatisfaction  with  their  situation,  and 
a  desire  to  quit  the  country  by  every  opportunity  which  offers. 

There  can  be  very  little  doubt,  my  Lord,  if  we  continue  to  a  tentative 
improve  as  we  have  lately  done,  that  farmers  will  be  able  to  take  ™*^*^'®' 
the  convicts  off  the  hands  of  Government ;  it  will  therefore  be         V 
painful  to  me  to  check  that  spirit  of  industry  which  at  present 
prevails  by  depriving  those  whose  endeavours  have  in  a  great 
measure  been  the  means  of  that  progress,  lately  made  by  the  colony 
towards  maintaining  itself,  of  that  assistance  by  which  such  im- 
provement has  been  made,  and  before  they  are  arrived  at  that 
state  in  which  they  can  afford  to  take  the  labourers  into  their 
own  keeping,  to  render  them  incapable  of  being  able  to  do  so. 
Their  own  interest,  no  doubt,  prevails  in  their  exertions;  but, 
as  I  have  formerly  remarked,   even  in  that  way  it  is  to  the 
general  advantage  of  the  colony  that  it  should  be  to  a  certain 
extent  enoourag^. 

Whatever  I  have  ventured  to  offer  on  this  subject  I  hope  your  Hunter's 
Grace  will  consider  as  proceeding  from  that  motive  only  by  which  ™®**^'®- 
I  should  be  governed — "an  anxious  desire  to  promote  his  Majesty's 
service";  for  private  views  I  can  have  none  but  those  which  pro- 
ceed from  the  gratification  I  shall  ever  feel  in  having  my  conduct 
approved  by  his  Majesty,  and  enjo3dng  the  good  opinion  of  your 
Grace. 

The  difficulties  I  have  had,  and  still  have,  to  contend  with,  from  His 
a  variety  of  causes,  it  will  not  be  necessary  that  I  should  trouble  <*»*c"^tifi«- 
your  Grace  with  at  present ;  some  future  opportunity  may  render 
it  more  convenient  to  communicate,  and  your  Grace  to  consider 
tliem.     I  shall  therefore  mention  only  one  circumstance,  which 
should  be  communicated  as  early  as  possible,  in  order  to  your 
Grace  liaving  time  to  consider  how  it  may  be  reme<lied.     In  my 
letter,  No.  1,*  by  the  Young  William  (vid  Canton),  I  mentione<l 
the  situation  to  which  Lieutenant-Governor  Grose  had  appointed 
Captain  John  McArthur,of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps — Inspector  The 
of  Public   Works.     Such  an  assistant  to  the  Governor  is  now  oi^^Jjj!' 
become,  from  the  great  extent  of  the  settlement,  indispensable ;  works. 
bat  Captain  Mc Arthur  having  given  in  his  resignation  of  that 
appointment,  in  consequence  of  its  occupying  the  whole  of  his 
time,   and   no  allowance  having  yet  been  granted  him  for  his 

*  See  Vol.  il,  p.  327. 
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1796       trouble,  it  now  becomes  vacant.*     I  wish  I  may  be  able  to  con- 

2S  April,    vince  your  Grace  of  the  public  necessity  and  advantage  of  such  an 

Nece»it  of  ^PP^^^^^^J^^j  ^^^  ^^^ft*  i^  will  be  more  properly  attended  to  under 

/         the  position,  the  direction  of  a  civilian  than  a  military  man,  for  it  becomes 

extremely  inconvenient  to  have  military  notions  blended  with 
duties  of  so  very  dilf'erent  a  nature  ;  it  is  a  situation  also  which 
would  be  of  much  utility  should  the  possessor  have  a  considerable 
share  of  agricultural  knowledge. 
Conduct  of  What  your  Grace  observes  on  the  conduct  of  the  military  at 
the  military,  j^orfolk  Island  I  particularly  notice,  having  had  very  lately  but 
too  much  cause  to  complain  of  similar  violence  and  outrage  on  the 
part  of  those  doing  duty  here,  the  particulars  of  which  it  would 
be  highly  improper  in  me  to  suppress  or  keep  from  your  Grace's 
knowledge ;  it  will  therefore  be  the  subject  of  a  subsequent  letter. 

I  have,  c*Src., 
Jno.  Hunter 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
30  April.        My  Lord,  30th  April,  1796. 

Your  Grace  will  receive  by  this  conveyance  letters  from 
Lieut. -Grovernor  King,  in  which  he  solicits  permission  to  return 
to  England  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  which  I  am  exceedingly 
concerned  to  understand  is  very  much  impaired.     In  the  month 
Norfolk        of  JVIarcli  I  despatched  his  Majesty's  ship  Supply  to  Norfolk  Island, 
Island.         ^j^^  forwarded  by  that  opportunity  such  articles  of  their  wants  as 
we  were  capable  of  supplying.     The  Lieut. -Governor  was  desirous 
of  having  a  certain  proportion  of  salted  provisions  on  the  island,  a 
circumstance  in  which  I  perfectly  agreed  with  him,  least  from  any 
accident  their  supply  of  swine's  flesh  should  fail  them.     I  there- 
fore, by  that  opportunity,  sent  as  much  of  that  article  as  will 
compleat  them  to  about  eight  months.     They  were  also  much  in 
Its  require-   want  of  every  kind  of  tools  both  for  agriculture  and  for  the  use 
ments.         Qf  artificers.     In  this  particular  we  were  not  capable  of  assisting- 
them,  having  none  but  such  as  we  could  from  time  to  time  manu- 
facture ourselves  for  our  own  use.     Slops,  and  every  other  store, 
of  which  we  have  had  lately  a  supply,  were  also  sent,  as  far  as 
the  quantity  we  had  here  would  admit. 

I  forward  to  your  Grace  a  letter  from  Mr.  Zachariah  Clark, 
Deputy  Commissary  on  Norfolk  Island,  requesting  permission  to 
return  to  England  on  account  of  ill-health. 

I  must  beg  permission,  my  Lord,  to  observe  that  the  manner  in 
which  all  the  ships  sent  to  this  colony  are  chartered  must  ever  be 
felt  as  a  particular  and  distressing  inconvenience  to  officers  and 
others  whose  constitutions  may  have  been  impaired  upon  this 

*  Ante,  pp.  26  and  27.     Hunter  does  not  mention  in  this  despatch  that  he  had  appointed 
Richard  Atkins  to  the  position. 
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service,  and  who  from  ill-health  may  be  rendered  no  longer  capable      1796 
of  their  duty  in  this  country.      The  charter-party  of  the  ships  is    ^o  AprU. 
so  settled  that  the  day  on  which  they  are  cleared  of  their  cargoes     .  tt". 
here  they  are  discharged  from  the  service  of  Government,  and  cfflcen. 
prepare  for  a  voyage  under  agreement  with  the  East  India  Com- 
pany either  to  China  or  some  part  of  India,  so  that  there  cannot 
be  lie  smallest  chance  or  opportunity  for  a  sick  person  to  be  sent  JJjfjjJJJ^ , 
home,  unless  they  can  afford  to  pay  more  for  their  passage  than  transports. 
their  whole  pay  during  their  service  here  might  amount  to,  ex- 
clusive of  the  hardship,  under  such  state  of  health,  of  a  tedious 
and  circuitous  navigation.     Allow  me,  my  Lord,  to  suggest  that, 
in  order  to  remove  the  melancholy  prospect  which  every  officer  of 
whatever  description  must  constantly  feel  himself  oppressed  by, 
when  overtaken  by  sickness  here,  of  being  either  ruined  in  his  cir- 
cumstances in  endeavouring  to  get  home  or  remain  here  without 
any  hope  of  recovery ;  that  if  it  were  ordered  that  a  ship  once 
in  a  certain  period  of  time  (suppose  two  years)  were  to  be  char- 
tered so  as  to  return  from  hence  directly  for  England  in  Govern- 
ment's employ,  instead  of  going  to  India,  this  hardship  would  be  Relief  of  sick 
effectually  done  away,  and  a  prospect  opened  for  their  yet  reaching  *****«"• 
their  native  country  in  time  to  be  furnished  with  such  medical 
assistance  as  their  malady  might  require.    Tliis,  no  doubt,  will  be 
attended  with  some  expence,  but  humanity  renders  it  unavoidable. 

I  have  forwarded  for  your  Grace's  inspection  a  paper*  containing 
a  representation  addressed  to  Lieut. -Governor  King,  from  Mr. 
Thomas  Jamison,  the  assistant  surgeon  on  Norfolk  Island,  and  AssiRtant- 
I  must  beg  leave  to  say,  my  Lord,  that  he  does  not  complain  jSJJj^". 
without  cause ;  his  representation  is  strictly  true.  He  served  as 
Burgeon's  first  mate  on  board  his  Majesty's  ship,  Sirius,  under 
my  command,  upon  this  service,  and  was  ordered  to  take  charge 
of  the  medical  duty  on  Norfolk  Island,  when  first  settled  by 
Grovemor  Phillip.  I  endeavoured  to  point  out  when  I  was  in 
£ngland  that  this  gentleman's  name  had  been  confounded  with 
that  of  a  superintendant  of  convicts  of  the  same  name,  and  that 
he  had  received  no  better  pay  than  the  superintendant.  His 
situation  as  surgeon's  mate  of  the  Sirius  entitled  him  to  full  as 
much.  I  am  of  opinion,  my  Lord,  that  his  Commission  for  his 
present  appointment  has  been  stated  by  mistake  junior  to  the 
last  two  assistants  sent  here,  both  of  whom  have  been  but  a 
very  short  time  in  the  country,  whilst  Mr.  Jamison  has  served 
upon  Norfolk  Island  since  1788,  and  was  appointed  regularly  by 
Governor  Phillip  as  assistant  surgeon  in  1793.  Governor  King's 
opinion  of  Mr.  Jamieson's  merits  I  also  inclose. 

Mr.  Leeds,  who  came  out  in  his  Majesty's  ship  Supply  as  an  Assistant- 
assistcuit  surgeon  to  the  settlement,  having  written  to  me  that  his  LeSJ^" 
health  is  so  impaired  as  to  render  him  incapable  of  duty,  and  that 
he  is  of  opinion  if  he  continued  longer  in  this  country  his  life  will 

*Ante,  p.  23. 
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1796      be  endangered,  I  have  therefore  permitted  his  return,  and  have 
30  April,    appointed  Mr.    D*Arcy  Wentworth,  who  has  officiated   as   an 


D'Arcy 


assistant  in  the  hospital  set  Norfolk  Island  since  the  year  1790, 
Wentworth.  to  succeed,  thinking  his  claim  a  very  fair  one. 

I  have,  drc., 

Jno.  Hunter. 


Desperate 
convicts. 


Captain 
flogan. 


/• 


A  desirable 
class  of 
settlers. 


Governor  Hunter  to  Under  Secretary  King. 

Dear  Sir,  Sydney,  N.  S.  Wales,  30th  April,  1796. 

I  write  this  by  the  ship  Marq's  Comwallis,  which  brought 
us  some  convicts  from  Ireland,  perhaps  as  desperate  a  set  of 
villains  as  were  ever  sent  from  that  or  any  other  country.  We 
will  endeavour,  however,  to  manage  them  as  well  as  may  be  necea- 
sary.  The  commander  of  this  ship  having  punshas'd  a  farm  which 
was  partly  clear'd,  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Hawkesbury, 
has  left  several  people  upon  it  from  his  own  ship,  and  a  few  of  the 
convicts  he  brought  out  he  has  taken  off  the  hands  of  the  public, 
and  seems  determined  to  make  his  farm  productive.  He  has  left 
some  live  stock,  tools  of  every  kind,  and,  in  short,  promises  fair  to 
[become]  really  a  respectable  farmer,  [t  would  have  been  well  for 
this  colony  cou'^  we  have  early  hs^l  fifty  or  a  hundred  such  settlers, 
but  many  of  those  who  have  been  permitted  to  fix  are  truely  worth- 
less characters,  and  very  few  of  those  sent  out  by  permission  of 
Gk)vernment  are  likely  to  benefit  the  settlement.  They  seem,  most 
of  them,  dispos'd  to  speculate  in  some  way  of  no  great  advantage 
to  the  colony.     I  wish  they  were  in  their  own  country  again. 

The  commander  of  the  above  ship  (Captain  Hogan),  I  believe, 
is  a  man  of  property  and  good  connections.  He  mentioned  to  me 
that  he  lik'd  the  country  and  climate,  and  had  some  intention  of 
making  proposals  to  Government  to  be  permitted  to  establish  a 
store  here,  for  the  supplying  with  every  article  which  may  be 
wanted  either  the  settlement  at  large  or  individuals.  I  have  long 
wish'd  that  some  steps  cou'd  be  taken  for  this  much  to  be  desir'd 
purpose ;  it  wou'd  be  a  means  of  suppressing  effectually  that 
shamef  uU  imposition  which  has  so  long  distressed  poor  individuals 
who  pay  for  every  little  article  they  may  have  now  and  then, 
an  opportunity  of  purchasing  the  most  imjust  and  unreasonable 
prices. 

It  wou'd  also  be  a  means  of  introducing  the  manufactures  of 
our  own  country  in  greater  abundance  into  this  settlement,  and 
thereby  lessen  the  speculations  of  Foreigners  and  adventurers  from 
the  East  Indies. 

As  Captain  Hogan  will  have  his  proposals  upon  this  subject  to 

offer  soon  after  his  arrival  in  England,  I  will  not  trouble  you 

Advantages  farther  than  to  observe  that  a  public  store  for  the  sale  of  the 

8to^"    ^    various  articles  which  are  often  wanted  here,  as  well  little  luxorys 


A  long-felt 
want 
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as  neceesarys,  wou'd  be  felt  by  all  ranks  a  very  comfortable  thing,      1796 
and  by  a  moderate  or  reasonable  profit  woa'd  prevent  great  incon-    30  ApriL 
venience,  much  imposition,  and  often  considerable  distress  and 
poverty. 

I  have  encourag'd  liis  ideas  by  observing  that,  if  his  proposals 
were  attended  with  moderation  in  point  of  profit,  I  thought  it 
probable  Government  might  listen  to  tliem. 

I  sincerely  wish  you  long  and  perfect  health,  being  with  great 
esteem,  <kc.,  Jno.  Hunter. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord,  30th  April,  1796. 

The  indispensable  necessity  I  find  in  every  district  of  this 
colony  of  having  a  sufficient  number  of  the  best  characters  which 
can  be  selected  to  undertake  the  very  fatiguing  duties  of  a  con- 
stable has  rendered  it  at  the  same  time  as  necessary  tliat  some 
reward  or  encouragement  be  held  out  to  such  people  as  may  be 
employed  in  this  office,  as  a  stimulus  to  their  exertions  in  prevent- 
ing the  robberies  which  have  been,  and  still  continue  to  be,  so 
frequently  committed  amongst  us.  I  have  therefore  inclosed  for 
your  Grace's  information  the  rewards  which  I  have  promised  to  Rewards  to 
the  inferior  constables  who  patrol  in  the  night  and  are  constantly  **"»**^*'^®» 
at  call ;  but  the  chief  (and  there  should  be  a  chief  constable  in 
every  district,  who  should  be  a  free  man)  I  am  at  a  loss  what 
encouragement  to  hold  out  to.  His  duty  becomes  very  consider- 
able, having  the  whole  direction  of  the  inferior  constables,  and 
is  such  as  scarcely  to  leav«  him  one  hour  in  the  twenty-four  to 
himself.  I  must  therefore  beg  to  leave  him  to  your  Grace's 
consideration. 

It  would  be  highly  pleasing  to  me,  my  Lord,  were  it  possible  to 
do  without  any  of  those  situations  which  occasion  the  smallest 
additional  expence  to  the  Government ;  but  I  am  satisfied  that 
when  your  Grace  reflects  or  considers  the  description  of  people  we 
liave  here  to  manage  you  will  not  be  surprised,  or  think  the  steps  Necessity  of 
which  I  take  to  keep  them  in  order  unnecessary.     In  the  district  ^*"r?^"^*"^ 
of  the  Hawkesbury,  from  which  I  have  just  arrived,  and  where 
everything  wears  a  very  promising  aspect,  as  far  as  relates  to 
the  different  farms,  yet  there  the  want  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace      ^ 
to  take  immediate  cognizance  of  all  complaints,  to  direct  punish- 
ments  to   be   inflicted   instantly   on  the  offenders,   and  by  his 
residence  on  the  spot  to  keep  order,  is  so  very  much  wanted  that 
I  was  under  the  necessity  of  taking  the  Judge- Advocate  from  his  Administra-     ^ 
duty  here  to  regulate  complaints  and  disagreements  relating  to  justice  at     \i 
property,  as  well  as  to  enquire  into  several  robberies  there.     The  ^^  Hawkes- 
uamber  of  officers  in  the  civil  department  are  now  felt  to  be  so 


U  HZSTOBICAX  BBCOBSS  OF  MEW  SOUTH  WAI.BS. 

ITM  be  endangered,  I  have  therefore  pennitted  his  retnm,  tutd  hare 
soApiiL  appointed  Mr.  D'Arcy  Wentworth,  who  hiw  officiated  as  an 
D'ArcT~  assistant  in  the  hospital  at  Norfolk  Island  sinoe  the  year  1790, 
Wentwoitb.  to  aucceed,  thinking  his  claim  a  very  fair  one. 

I  have,  Ac, 

Jko.  Hdntek. 

OOVERKOR  HdNTEK  TO  UnDER   SECRETARY   KlNO. 

Dear  Sir,  Sydney,  N.  S.  Wales,  30th  April,  1796. 

I  write  this  by  the  ship  Marq's  Comwallis,  which  brought 
QB  some  convicts  from   Ireland,  perhapa  as  desperate  a  set  of 
DMpmtc     villains  as  were  ever  sent  from  that  or  any  other  country.     We 
°"''°**"      will  endeavour,  however,  to  manage  them  as  well  as  may  be  neces- 
sary.   The  commander  of  this  ship  having  purohas'd  a  farm  which 
was  partly  cleaHd,  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Hawkesbury, 
has  left  several  people  upon  it  from  his  own  ^p,  and  a  few  of  the 
Cftiit^n       convicts  he  brought  out  he  has  taken  off  the  hands  of  the  public, 
Hogsn.        gj^^  seems  determin'd  to  make  his  farm  productive.      He  has  left 
some  live  stock,  tools  of  every  kind,  and,  in  short,  promisee  fair  to 
[become]  really  a  respectable  farmer,      [t  would  have  been  well  for 
A  dctinbic  this  colony  cou'^  we  have  early  had  fifty  or  a  hundred  such  settlers, 
kwujit.        ^'^^  many  of  those  wlio  have  been  pennitted  to  fix  are  truely  worth- 
less characters,  and  very  few  of  those  sent  out  by  permission  of 
QoTemment  are  likely  to  benefit  the  settlement.     They  seem,  most 
of  them,  dispoe'd  to  speculate  in  some  way  of  no  great  advantage 
to  the  colony.     I  wish  they  were  in  their  own  country  again. 

The  commander  of  the  above  ship  (Captain  Hogan),  I  believe, 
is  a  man  of  property  and  good  connections.  He  mentioned  to  nw 
that  he  lik'd  the  country  and  climate,  and  had  some  int«ntion  of 
making  proposals  to  Government  to  be  permitted  to  est«bUth  ft 
store  here,  for  the  supplying  with  every  article  which  may  bo 
wanted  either  the  settlement  at  large  or  individoals.  I  have  kUK 
wiah'd  that  some  steps  cou'd  be  taken  for  this  much  to  be  darinl 
Along-felt  purpose;  it  wou'd  be  a  means  at  suppressing  efl'ectually  that 
'""*■  shamefull  imposition  which  has  so  lonj;  distress 'd  poor  individwtb 

who  pay  for  every  little  article  they  may  have  now  and  then 
an  opportunity  of  purchasing  the  most  unjust  and  unreosooabta 
prices. 

It  wou'd  also  be  a  means  of  introducing  tlie  n 
our  own  country  in  greater  abundance  into  this  s 
thereby  lessen  the  speculations  oi  Foreigners  and  a ' 
the  East  Indies. 

As  Captain  Hf^an  will  have  liis  proposals  upon  thie^i 
offer  soon  aft«r   his  arrival  in   EuEilnnd,   I  iv-jjl  not  I 
Adv»ni»™  farther  than  to  observe  that  s  public  store  for  t 
■  '  P"°""    rrariniit,  articles  which  are  often  w 
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as  neceesarys,  wou'd  be  felt  by  all  ranks  a  very  comfortable  thing,      1796 
and  by  a  moderate  or  reasonable  profic  wou'd  prevent  great  incon-    30  AprU. 
venience,  much  impoedtiony  and  often  considerable  distress  and 
poverty. 

I  have  encourag'd  his  ideas  by  obsendng  that,  if  his  proposals 
were  attended  with  moderation  in  point  of  profit,  I  thought  it 
probable  Government  might  listen  to  them. 

I  sincerely  wish  you  long  and  perfect  health,  being  with  great 
esteem,  <fec.,  Jno.  Huxter. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord,  30th  April,  1796. 

The  indispensable  necessity  I  find  in  every  district  of  this 
colony  of  having  a  sufficient  number  of  the  best  characters  which 
can  be  selected  to  undertake  the  very  fatiguing  duties  of  a  con- 
stable has  rendered  it  at  the  same  time  as  necessary  that  some 
reward  or  encouragement  be  held  out  to  such  people  as  may  be 
employed  in  this  office,  as  a  stimulus  to  their  exertions  in  prevent- 
ing the  robberies  which  have  been,  and  still  continue  to  be,  so 
fr^uently  committed  amongst  us.  I  have  therefore  inclosed  for 
your  Grace's  information  the  rewards  which  I  have  promised  to  Rewards  to 
the  inferior  constables  who  patrol  in  the  night  and  are  constantly  **"**'^^^®» 
at  call ;  but  the  chief  (and  there  should  be  a  chief  constable  in 
every  district,  who  should  be  a  free  man)  I  am  at  a  loss  what 
encouragement  to  hold  out  to.  His  duty  becomes  very  consider- 
able, having  the  whole  direction  of  the  inferior  constables,  and 
is  such  as  scarcely  to  leav^  him  one  hour  in  the  twenty-four  to 
himself.  I  must  therefore  beg  to  leave  him  to  your  Grace's 
consideration. 

It  would  be  highly  pleasing  to  me,  my  Lord,  were  it  possible  to 
do  without  any  of  those  situations  which  occasion  the  smallest 
additional  expence  to  the  Government ;  but  I  am  satisfied  that 
when  your  Grace  reflects  or  considers  the  description  of  people  we 
have  here  to  manage  you  will  not  be  surprised,  or  think  the  steps  Necessity  of 
which  I  take  to  keep  them  in  order  unnecessary.     In  the  district  UJJ'^r!*"  "^ 
of  the  HAwkesbury,  from  which  I  have  just  arrived,  and  where 
everything  wears  a  very  promising  aspect,  as  far  as  relates  to 
the  different  farms,  yet  there  the  want  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace      y/ 
to  take  immediate  cognizance  of  all  complaints,  to  direct  punish- 
ments  to   be   inflicted   instantly   on  the  offenders,   and  by  his 
residence  on  the  spot  to  keep  order,  is  so  very  much  wanted  that 
I  was  under  the  necessity  of  taking  the  Judge- Advocate  from  his  Administra-. 
duty  here  to  regulate  complaints  and  disagreements  relating  to  jii^tice  at     >| 
property,  as  well  as  to  enquire  into  several  robberies  there.     The  J*>®  Hawkes- 
number  of  officers  in  the  civil  department  are  now  felt  to  be  so 
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30  April. 


Allowances 

to 

constables. 


very  few  that  we  have  not  a  proper  person  to  place  there,  and 
to  undertake  the  duty  of  a  magistrate ;  and  the  bringing  the 
offenders  from  thence  to  be  examined  either  here  or  at  Parra- 
matta  takes  a  number  of  people  from  their  duty  for  several  days, 
besides  an  escort  of  constables  to  attend  them  on  the  road. 

I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 

[  Enclosure.  ] 

Encouragement  to  Constables. 

Encouragement  to  people  acting  as  Constables  at  Sydney, 
Parraraatta,  Toongabbe,  and  the  Hawkesbury. 

1st.  Each  to  have  an  additional  suit  of  cloathing  annually,  in 
order  to  their  having  at  all  times  a  more  respectable  appearance. 

2nd.  To  have  a  pint  of  spirits  served  to  each  every  Saturday. 

3rd.  To  have  the  same  ration  serv^ed  to  them  which  is  issued 
to  the  military  and  free  people.  N.B. — This  does  not  relate  to 
quantity,  for  that  is  the  same  to  all  descriptions  of  people,  but  in 
the  particular  articles,  it  being  impossible  to  regulate  that  so  as 
to  avoid  making  some  distinction  ;  in  such  case  the  preference  is 
given  to  the  military  and  free  people. 

4th.  Those  who  may  have  been  sent  to  this  country  for  seven 
years,  and  who  shall  officiate  as  a  constable  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  magistrates  of  the  district  in  which  he  acts  for  the  space  of 
three  years  from  his  appointment  as  such,  shall  be  entitled  to 
emancipation,  and  be  at  lil^erty  to  leave  the  settlement  whenever 
he  chooses. 

5th.  Those  who  may  have  been  sent  to  this  country  for  fourteen 
years,  and  who  shall  officiate  as  above  for  the  space  of  seven  years, 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  reward  and  advantages. 

6th.  Those  who  may  have  been  transported  for  life,  and  who 
shall  officiate  as  above  for  the  space  of  ten  years,  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  above  advantages  and  to  conditional  emancipation,  ♦.«., 
freedom  in  this  country  and  liberty  to  become  settlers. 


The  Scotch 
Martyrs. 


>/ 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portijlnd. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

My  Lord,  30th  April,  1796. 

There  having  been  certain  persons  sent  to  this  colony 
whose  names  had,  at  the  time  I  left  England,  been  much  mentioned 
in  public,  and  whose  seditious  conduct  in  their  native  country  had 
brought  upon  them  that  sentence  which  had  occasioned  their 
removal  to  this,  and  as  some  changes  amongst  them  have  reduced 
the  original  number  who  had  been  landed  here,  I  judge  it 
necessary  that  your  Grace  should  be  informed  of  those  people 
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particularly,  in  order  that  no  untrue  reports  of  their  situation  in      1796 
this  country  may  bo  circulated  by  their  friends  or  connections    30Apiii. 
without  its  being  immediately  detected. 

An  American  ship  named  the  Otter,  conmianded  by  Ebenezer 
Dorr,  and  belonging  to.  Boston,  having  touched  at  this  port  to  re- 
fresh his  ship's  company,  and  to  have  some  small  repairs  done  to  the 
ship^  being  bound  on  a  voyage  to  the  north-west  coast  of  America 
and  China,  after  having  been  treated  here  with  much  civility, 
and  assisted  in  his  repairs  as  far  as  it  was  in  our  power  to  forward 
them,  he,  contrary  to  a  very  pointed  article  in  the  Port  Orders, 
which  he  had  received  on  his  arrival,  carried  from  hence  several 
people,  for  whose  embarkation  he  had  not  obtained  any  permission,  J'^J'*^'*' 
ind!  amongst  the  number,  Mr.  Thomas  Muir.  ^  ^  '"  ""■  "»'"• 

When  the  Sovereign,  storeship,  arrived  here,  I  found  Mr.  Gerald. 
Joseph  GerraJd  had  been  sent  out  in  that  ship.  He  was  landed 
here  in  a  very  declining  state  of  health,  which  rendered  it  neces- 
sary that  he  should  reside  in  some  quiet  and  retired  situation. 
For  this  purpose  application  was  made  to  me  for  permission  for 
his  purchasing  a  small  house  and  garden  (then  to  be  sold)  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Sydney,  but  so  retired  as  suited  the  weakly 
state  he  was  in.  Permission  was  immediately  granted  for  his 
residing  in  any  place  that  might  be  convenient  to  his  health. 
Here  he  saw  his  friends,  and  was  visited  by  the  surgeon,  but  he 
was  soon  pronounced  to  be  in  a  rapid  consumption,  of  which  he 
died  on  the  16th  day  of  March  last. 

Mr.  William  Skirving,  a  very  decent,  quiet,  and  industrious  man,  Skiningr. 
who  had  purchased  a  farm  already  cleared,  and  was  indefatigable 
in  his  attentions  to  its  improvement,  just  as  the  labour  of  the 
harvest  was  near  over,  was  seized  with  a  violent  dysentery,  of 
which  he  died  on  the  19th  of  the  same  month.  There,  therefore, 
remain  of  the  five  persons  who  were  sent  out  under  that  particular 
sentence  only  two,  Mr.  Fyshe  Palmer  and  Mr.  Margarot,  who  Paimer  and 
live  quiet  and  retired.  Margarot. 

Those  who  are  now  gone  have  been  often  heard  to  complain 
of  the  want  of  that  attention  from  their  friends  in  England  which 
they  had  been  led  to  expect,  but  of  which  they  had  not  since  their 
arrival  here  received  any  proofs  whatever.     They  for  some  time 
after  my  arrival  continued  to  live  independent  of  the  public  store, 
and  appeared  to  have  little  doubt,  thro'  the  assistance  of  those 
friends,  in  whom  they  appeared  to  have  much  confidence,  that  they 
would  be  enabled  to  live  without  the  aid  of  Government.     They 
have,  however,  from  the   disappointment  of   expected  supplies  Dia- 
which  they  looked  for  by  some  of  the  several  ships  which  had  b^'Sjeii^^* 
lately  arrived  here,  been  under  the  necessity  of  requesting  that  I  'riends  in 
would  order  them  provision  from  the  public  store,  which  they  now    "^  ^"  * 
receive.  I  have,  <kc., 

Jxo.  HUXTER. 
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seize  a 
transport. 


The 

captain's 
action 
Justified. 


4  May. 


D'Arcy 
Wcntworth. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord,  2nd  May,  1796. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  ship  Marquis  Comwallis  in  this 
port  I  received  information,  as  mentioned  in  my  letter.  No.  8,*  from 
Mr.  Michael  Hogan,  her  commander,  that  a  very  desperate  plan  had 
been  laid  by  the  convicts,  and  was  in  considerable  preparation,  for 
seizing  the  ship  and  murdering  the  officers  and  ship's  company 
during  her  passage  to  this  country,  and  that  this  combination  of 
villains  was  promoted  and  headed  by  a  Serjeant  of  the  New  South 
Wales  Corps,  who  was  embarked  in  that  ship  as  a  part  of  the  guard 
intended  for  the  security  of  the  convicts.  I  directed  such  enquiry 
to  be  made  into  this  affair  as  might  enable  me  to  lay  the  whole  ci 
this  horrid  transaction  in  as  clear  a  light  as  possible  before  your 
Grace,  which  shall  be  done  by  the  first  opportunity  after  the 
departure  of  the  above  ship.  All  I  can  at  present  observe  upon 
it  is,  "  that  the  steps  which  were  taken  by  Capt.  Hogan,  in  con- 
junction with  the  two  officers  and  soldiers  embarked  with  him 
and  the  officers  and  crew  of  his  own  ship,  as  laid  before  me  after 
the  enquiry,  appear  to  me  to  have  been  the  only  means  which 
could  have  been  used  to  save  the  ship  and  their  own  liv^s." 

I  have,  <fec., 
Jno.  Huntbr. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

4th  May,  1796. 
Parole — Indespensable.  Countersign — England. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  has  been  pleased  to  appoint,  by 
warrant  bearing  date  the  first  day  of  April,  1796,  Mr.  D'Arcy 
Wentworth  to  be  an  assistant  surgeon  at  the  General  Hospital, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Saml.  Leeds,  permitted  to  return  to  England 
for  the  recovery  of  his  health.  Jno.  Hunter. 


5MiO'. 


The  post  of 
Surgeon. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

My  Lord,  5th  May,  1796. 

I  have  just  received  the  enclosed  letter  from  Mr.  Balmain, 
who  officiates  as  principal  surgeon  to  this  colony  in  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Wliite,  who  is  at  this  time  in  England.  If  the  circumstance 
of  which  he  complains  has  been  correctly  stated  to  liim,  and  does 
actually  exist,  he  has  cause  for  uneasiness.  It  has  hitherto  been 
understood  as  a  rule  of  Government  that  whenever  any  officer  in 
the  civil  department  has  obtained  leave  of  absence  from  his  duty 
in  this  country  some  other  person  has  been  authorised  to  take  upon 
him  that  service,  and,  as  a  compensation,  he  has  been  allow'd  a 
moiety  of  the  sallary  of  that  officer  untill  his  retuirn.     This  allow- 

•  Ante,  p.  32. 
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ance,  by  Mr.  Balmain's  letters,  appears  to  have  been  refused  to      1796 
him,  which,  if  he  has  not  been  misinformed^  is  no  doubt  a  gi-iev-      5  j^,^ 
ance  which  it  will  require  your  Grace's  directions  to  remove. 

I  have,  (fee., 

[EncloBure.]  J^^'  HuNTER. 

Acting  Chief-Surgeon  Balmain  to  Governor  Hunter, 
Sir,  General  Hospital,  5th  May,  1796. 

I  have  this  day  received  a  letter  &om  my  agents,  Messrs. 
Clementson  and  Denton,  dated  the  8th  of  August,  1795,  stating 
that  in  oonsideration  of  my  doing  the  duty  of  principal  surgeon  in  Baimain 
this  territory,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  White,  the  principal  surgeon  ^^^Sl" 
thereof,  they  had  applied  to  Mr.  Chinnery,  the  Colonial  agent,  for  locum 
ui  addition  of  five  shillings  a  day  to  my  salary  on  that  account;  ^^^'^• 
that  Mr.  White,  who  was  present  when  this  demand  was  made  by 
them,  objected  to  it,  and  affirmed  that  he  had  at  his  own  private 
ezpence  engaged  a  person  to  assist  me  in  the  execution  of  my  duty 
u  principal  surgeon. 

I  appeal  to  your  Excellency  whether  such  an  affirmation  is  true, 
and  whether  Mr.  White,  in  endeavouring  to  prevent  my  receiving 
what  in  common  justice  is  my  due,  has  not  artfully  cast  an  un- 
wortliy  reflection  on  my  ability  to  take  upon  me  the  charge  in  his 
absence. 

I  humbly  hope  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  represent  the  He  ciaimg 
jwtice  of  my  claim  to  a  moiety  of  Mr.  White's  salary  for  doing  ^S[,^^  * 
his  duty,  in  common  with  the  persons  who  are  to  officiate  in  the  V  v 

absence  of  the  Judge- Advocate  and  Commissary. 

Mr.  White  left  this  settlement  early  in  December,  1794,  from 
which  time  I  am  considered  as  acting  in  his  situation 

I  will  not  trouble  your  Excellency  with  any  observation  on  Mr. 
White's  motives  in  this  transaction,  but  shall  only  add  that  I  have 
ever  felt  equal  to,  and  ready  to  perform  with  chearfulness,  every 
toy  that  has  fallen  to  my  lot  in  this  settlement,  and  hope  that 
your  Excellency  will  use  your  influence  with  his  Majesty's  Prin- 
cipal Secretary  of  State  to  obtain  redress  for  the  injustice  that  has 
^>een  done  me.*  I  have,  &c., 

W.  Balmain, 
Acting  as  Chief  Surgeon  to  the  territory  of  New  South  Wales. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

12th  May,  1796.         12  May. 
Parole — Sussex.  Countersign — Essex. 

"^0  men  from  each  farm  are  to  be  sent  in  for  the  purpose  of  Unloading 
loading  the  Britannia,  storeship,  which  service  is  to  commence  '  ^^^  '^* 
oil  Monday  next.  Jno.  Hunter. 

.  *J^<M^jp.  96.    Suig«on  White  declined  to  leave  England,  and  Mr.  Balmain  was  appointed 
VOL.  Ill — D 
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An 
execution. 


22  May. 


1796  GoyERNM£XT  AND  GENERAL   OrDBR. 

18  May.  13th  May,  1796. 

Parole — Suffolk.  Countersign — Norfolk. 

The  New  South  Wales  Corps  to  be  under  arms  to-morrow  at  twelve 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  execution 
of  the  prisoner  now  under  sentence  of  death.* 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

22nd  May,  1796. 
Parole — ^Newcastle.             Countersign — Durham. 
There  being  but  a  small  quantity  of  flour  remaining  in  the  public 
stores,  none  of  that  article  will  be  issued  to  the  prisoners  on 
Saturday  next,  in  lieu  of  which  they  will  receive  an  addition  of 
Wheat  in      three  pounds  of  wheat ;  the  other  articles  of  the  ration  to  them 
lieu  of  flour,  ^j^^  ^  ^^^  military  and  free  people  remain  as  directed  on  the  5th 
of  February.!  Jno.  Huntbr. 

Ex-Governor  Phillip  to  Under  Secretary  Nbpeak. 

Sir,  Alexander,  Spithead,  1st  June,  1796. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioni^rB 
of  the  Admiralty  that,  in  obedience  to  their  Lordships'  orders, 
which  I  received  the  27th  of  May,  I  attempted  getting  out  of 
Plymouth  Sound  the  next  day,  but  drifted  so  near  the  land,  from 
a  squall,  before  sail  could  be  made,  that  I  was  obliged  to  anchor 
again,  and  remain  in  the  sound  till  yesterday,  when,  by  leaving  an 
anchor,  I  got  under  sail,  and  anchored  this  morning  at  Spithead. 

As  his  Majesty's  ship  under  my  command  is  ordered  for  aea,  I 
beg  leave  to  represent  to  their  Lordships  that  the  number  short 
of  compliment,  with  those  left  at  Plymouth  Hospital,  makes  the 
whole  number  deficient  thirty-seven.  I  have,  <ka, 

Philup. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

4th  June,  1796. 
Parole — Long  live.  Countersign — The  King. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  is  pleased  to  pardon  and  release 
such  prisoners  as  are  now  confined  in  the  cells.  J 

Jno.  Huntbr. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  to  Governor  Hunter. 
Sir,  Whitehall,  8th  June,  1796. 

I  have  laid  before  the  King,  Captain  Paterson's  letters 
— one  of  the  21st  of  March,  1795,§  and  two  of  the  15th  of  June 
hist.  I 


1  June. 

PhiUip  on 

the 

Alexander. 


4  June. 


Prisoners 
pardoned. 


'8  June. 


*  The  prisoner  referred  to  was  pardoned  b.v  Hunter,  at  the  instance  of  the  Rev.  Udbaid 
Johnson,  on  condition  of  serving  seven  years  at  Norfolk  Island.— Collins,  vol.  i,  p. 
t  Ante,  p,  16.  %  The  4th  June  was  the  King's  birthday.  §  Vol.  ii,  p.  ~ 

II  lb.,  pp.  aOG,  312. 
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Tbe  general  state  of  the  colony,  and  its  progress  and  improve-      1706  .  / 

ment»  is  a  subject  of  great  satisfaction  to  his  Majesty.  s  j^ne. 

In  making  such  remarks  as  I  judge  to  be  necessary  on  some  of 
tiie  points  mentioned  in  the  letters  before  me,  it  gives  me  sin- 
gular pleasure  to  find  that  the  several  instructions  and  directions 
which  you  have  already  received  do,  of  themselves,  sufficiently  The 
point  out  to  you  the  proper  correction  of  some  abuses  which  at  of  abuses, 
present  exist. 

The  first  of  the  above  letters  incloses  a  copy  of  one  of  the 
4th  of  March,  1795,  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Eling,  whereby  it 
appears  that,  notwithstanding  the  very  groat  and  abundant  plenty 
of  swines'  flesh  in  Norfolk  Island  and  its  dependencies,  he  has  The 
given  sixpence  a  pound  for  that  article  for  the  stores,  for  no  other  ^^  at 
reason  but  because  he  was  authorized  to  do  so  in  the  September  ??J*^^ 
preceding  ;   whereas  it  was    his  duty  to   have   mcule   the   best  demned. 
bargain  for  the  publick,  and  to  have  proportioned  his  piice  to 
the  plenty   of  the  article.     I  must  add,  from   tlie  very  rapid 
increase  of  hogs  in  that  island,  that  the  publick   stock,  under 
proper  management,  ought  to  have  been  infinitely  more  numerous. 
Altho'  the  general    conduct  of    Lieutenant-Governor    King  is  King's 
highly  oommendable,  you  will  not  fail  to  give  him  such  instruc-  conduct 
tions  on  the  subject  I  have  mentioned  as  may  best  and  most  commended. 
effectually  promote  the  increase  of  the  publick  stock  and  provi- 
siona.     The  like  attention  to  the  increase  of  the  publick  stock 
and  public  stores   is  equally  wanted  and  equally  necessary  at 
New  South  Wales.     The  purchases  from  individuals  have  been 
considerable,  and  at  extravagant  prices,  whilst  neither  the  land  in 
tillage  nor  the  live  stock  belonging  to  the  Crown  bears  a  reason- 
able proportion  to  the  strength  which  might  and  ought  to  have 
been  employed  upon  its  concerns. 

It  is  observed  in  one  of  the  above  letters  of  the  15th  of  June  Absorption 
that  from  the  increasing  number  of  settlers,  and  from  the  assist-  labourers. 
ance  which  must  unavoidably  be  given  to  this  description  of 
people,  but  few  are  left  for  tillage  and  other  necessary  works ; 
-whereas,  from  the  number  of  convicts  returned,  it  is  evident  that 
unless  they  are  improperly  employed  by  and  on  account  of 
individuals  at  the  expence  of  the  public,  by  whom  they  are  fed, 
there  could  not  be  such  a  want  of  hands  as  Ls  here  stated.  The 
instructions,  therefore,  which  you  have  received  with  respect  to  the 
employment  of  convicts  api)ear  to  have  been  highly  necessary.* 

Captain  Paterson  has   not  transmitted  any  regular  list  of  the 
live  stock  belonging  to  the  Crown  landed  from  the  Endeavour,  stock  landed 
and  the  number  of  cows  she  brought  is  left  in  his  letter  with  a  liadeavour. 

*  Reference  is  here  made  to  the  instructions— flrat  to  Oroee,  and  then  to  Hunter— relative 
to  the  number  of  convict  8er\'ants,  fed  and  clothed  by  the  State,  to  be  allowed  to  each 
ollloer.  Hunter  explained  his  inability  to  effect  the  desired  change  in  his  letter  of  28th 
April,  1796,  ante,  p.  40. 
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1796      blank.    I  must  observe  that,  where  the  increase  of  cattle  was  the 
8  June     main  object,  it  seems  strange  that  forty  oxen  should  have  been 
selected  as  part  of  the  cargo.* 

As  salted  provisions  alone  were  wanted,  it  appears  to  me  that 

B**tanni       ^^  chartering  the  Britannia,  in  case  salted  provisions  were  not  to 

be  had  at  the  ports  she  was  to  touch  at,  the  master  should  have 

been  directed  to  procure  some  live  stock,  concerning  which  he 

appears  to  have  had  no  directions  whatever.! 

The  steps  taken  by  Captain  Paterson  for  the  protection  of  that 
Settlers  at    part  of  the  settlement  which  is  on  Hawkesbury  River,  and  for 
bur}'.*^  ^  instilling  into  the  minds  of  the  natives  a  proper  degree  of  respect 
and  regard  for  the  colony,  appear  to  have  been  highly  proper.  J 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  apprize  you  that  it  is  intended  to 
send  about  300  convicts  to  New  South  Wales  in  the  course  of 
the  next  autumn. 

You  will  receive  this  by  the  Sylph,  which  sails  with  the  Prince 
of  Wales.  §  They  carry  out,  for  the  use  of  the  settlement,  pro- 
visions and  stores,  conformably  to  the  within  invoice  and  list,  all 
of  which  I  hope  will  arrive  safe  and  in  good  order. 

I  am,  &x:,f 
Portland. 

The  War  Office  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Grose. 

10  June.         Sir,  W.O.,  10th  June,  1796. 

Augmenta-  I  have  the  honour  to  acq't  you  H.M.  has  been  pleased  to 

South  WiUes  approve  of  your  offer  to  raise  two  compos  for  an  augmentation  to 

Corps.  the  corps,  under  your  command,  serving  in  New  South  Wales,  the 

said  comp's  to  be  of  the  same  establishment  as  the  other  comp's 

of  the  corps. 
Nomination       The  King  leaves  to  you  the  nomination  of  the  additional  officers 

to  be  appointed  on  this  occasion ;  H.M.,  however,  requires  that 

the  officers  recommended  for  companies  shall  have  served  two 

years  as  subalterns,  and  that  the  gentlemen  named  for  ensigns 

shall  not  be  under  sixteen  years  of  age. 

On  the  completion  of  this  augmentation  the  eldest  captain  will 

be  appointed  second  major  of  the  corps,  retaining  his  company 

agreeably  to  your  recommendation. 

*  Paterson  stated  in  his  letter  of  the  15th  June,  1795,  that  forty  oxen  had  been  imported 
for  drau;j:ht  purposes.  The  number  of  breedine  cattle  landed  from  the  Endeavour  was  02— 
viz.,  60  cows  and  32  calves.— Vol.  ii,  p.  90G ;  CoUins,  vol.  i,  p.  418. 

t  The  Britannia  was  chartered  by  Lieutenant-Oovemor  Paterson,  in  May,  17d5,  to  proceed, 
first  to  Batavia ;  then,  if  unsuccessful,  to  Bengal ;  and  as  a  last  resort,  to  the  Capis.  She  pro- 
cured her  cargo  at  Calcutta  and  Madras.  The  vessel  had  on  board,  on  pri\'ate  account,  one 
mare  and  six  cows.  The  mare  was  sold  for  £100  (Collins,  vol.  1,  pp.  475,  481).  The 
Britannia  arrived  on  11th  May,  1790,  with  957  tierces  of  salt  provisions  and  a  small  quantity 
of  rice  (fiost,  p.  60). 

I  Paterson  had  stationed  in  the  winter  of  1705  a  detachment  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps 
at  the  Hawkesbury  to  protect  the  settlers  from  attacks  by  the  natives.— Vol.  ii,  307. 

#  The  Prince  of  Wales  arrived  at  Sydney  on  2nd  November,  1796,  and  the  Sylph  on  the 
17th  idem. 
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10  June. 
Bounty- 


None  of  the  officers  promoted  are  to  dispose  of  their  present      1706 
Commissions. 
You  will  be  allowed  seven  pounds  ten  shillings  for  each  approved 

recruit.  monoy 

In  the  execution  of  this  measure  you  will  conform  yourself  to 
the  regulations  and  instructions  now  in  force  in  carrying  on  the 
recruiting  service,  a  printed  copy  of  which  is  enclosed. 

Upon  your  reporting  to  this  office  the  completion  of  one  of  the 
additional  companies  the  same  will  be  ordered  to  be  inspected. 

I  have,  <S:c., 
W.  Windham. 

Assistant-Surgeon  Jamison  to  ex-Governoe  Phillip. 
Sir,  Norfolk  Island,  11th  June,  1796.         iijune. 

Having  communicated  to  you  in  a  former  letter  that  I 
had  been  informed  thro'  the  channel  of  Mr.  Balmain  that  Mr. 
Thompson  and  Mr.  Leeds  had  senior  appointments  to  mine,  I  Assistant- 
thought  from  the  information  I  had  before  on  that  subject  that  j^lSSolJ. 
it  might  have  been  a  mistake,  but  I  have  since  that  time  made  a 
particular  inquiry,  and  am  sorry  to  say  that  it  is  too  true,  as  Mr. 
Thompson's  Commission  is  dated  in  May,  1793,  Mr.  Leeds  in  July, 
1793,  and  mine  in  Oct.,  1793,  so  that  instead  of  being  the  next 
in  succession  to  Mr.  Balmain,  it  leaves  me  the  youngest  assistant 
surgeon  in  the  colony;  but  I  still  hope,  when  a  proper  representa- 
tion is  made  to  his  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State,  that  he 
will  order  the  mistake  to  be  corrected,  and  allow  me  to  enjoy  that 
place  in  the  Ibie  of  succession  which  I  trust  my  conduct  has  His  rank. 
merited.  If  this  cannot  be  obtained,  I  fear  I  shall  be  obliged,  from 
Justice  to  myself  and  family,  compelled  to  request  leave  to  quit  the 
<?olony.  I  fear  I  have  trespassed  too  far  on  your  goodness,  but  I 
trust  my  feelings  on  this  occasion  will  plead  my  excuse,  being  so 
disappointed  at  this  period  of  life,  after  having  served  his  Majesty 
sixteen  years,  incumbered  with  a  family  without  provision  for  myself 
or  them. 

If  the  Comptroller  of  the  Navy  would  allow  me  to  be  put  on  Prefers  the 
the  surgeons'  list  from  the  time  of  your  appointment  I  would  JSTOnfcl^ 
again  embark  in  the  Navy  service,  altho'  I  would  still  prefer  an 
appointment  on  shore,  as  the  sea  does  not  agree  with  me. 

I  have  inclosed  to  Mr.  Wolfe  (my  agent)  an  extract  from  Major 
Ross's  General  Orders  on  the  21st  of  April,  1791,  at  Norfolk 
Island,  also  an  extract  from  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from 
Oovr.  Hunter  since  I  wrote  him  on  the  subject,  and  an  attested 
copy  of  your  appointment,  should  they  be  wanted.  I  have  re- 
quested him  to  call  on  you,  and  to  take  such  steps  as  you  may 
direct.  I  remain,  <S:c., 

Thos.  Jamisox. 
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1796       be  endangered,  I  have  therefore  permitted  his  retnm,  and  have 
soApriL    appointed  Mr.    D'Arcy  Wentworth,  who  has  officia4>ed   as  an 
—       assistant  in  the  hospital  act  Norfolk  Island  since  the  year  1790, 
Wentworth.  to  succeed,  thinking  his  claim  a  very  fair  one. 

I  have,  <lrc., 

Jno.  Hunter. 


/• 


Desperate 
convicts. 


Captain 
flogan. 


A  desirable 
class  of 
settlers. 


Governor  Hunter  to  Under  Secretary  King. 

Dear  Sir,  Sydney,  N.  S.  Wales,  30th  April,  1796. 

I  write  this  by  the  ship  Marq's  Comwallis,  which  brought 
us  some  convicts  from  Ireland,  perhaps  as  desperate  a  set  of 
villains  as  were  ever  sent  from  that  or  any  other  country.  We 
will  endeavour,  however,  to  manage  them  as  well  as  may  be  neces- 
aary.  The  commander  of  this  ship  having  purchas'd  a  farm  which 
was  partly  cleared,  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Hawkesbury, 
has  left  several  people  upon  it  from  his  own  ship,  and  a  few  of  the 
convicts  he  brought  out  he  has  taken  off  the  hands  of  the  public, 
and  seems  deter min'd  to  make  his  farm  productive.  He  has  left 
some  live  stock,  tools  of  every  kind,  and,  in  short,  promises  tadr  to 
[become]  really  a  respectable  farmer,  [t  would  have  been  well  for 
this  colony  cou'fl  we  have  early  had  fifty  or  a  hundred  such  settlers, 
but  many  of  those  who  have  been  permitted  to  fix  are  truely  worth- 
less characters,  and  very  few  of  those  sent  out  by  permission  of 
Government  are  likely  to  benefit  the  settlement.  They  seem,  most 
of  them,  dispos'd  to  speculate  in  some  way  of  no  great  advantage 
to  the  colony.     I  wish  they  were  in  their  own  country  again. 

The  commander  of  the  above  ship  (Captain  Hogan),  I  believe, 
is  a  man  of  property  and  good  connections.  He  mentioned  to  me 
that  he  lik'd  the  country  and  climate,  and  had  atone  intension  of 
making  proposals  to  Government  to  be  permitted  to  establish  a 
store  here,  for  the  supplying  with  eveiy  article  which  may  be 
wanted  either  the  settlement  at  large  or  individuals.  I  have  long 
wish'd  that  some  steps  cou'd  be  taken  for  this  much  to  be  desir'd 
purpose  ;  it  wou'd  be  a  means  of  suppressing  effectually  that 
shamefull  imposition  which  has  so  long  distressed  poor  individuals 
who  pay  for  every  little  article  they  may  have  now  and  then 
an  opportunity  of  purchasing  the  most  unjust  and  unreasonable 
prices. 

It  wou'd  also  be  a  means  of  introducing  the  manufactures  of 
our  own  country  in  greater  abundance  into  this  settlement,  and 
thereby  lessen  the  speculations  of  Foreigners  and  adventurers  from 
the  East  Indies. 

As  Captain  Hogan  will  have  his  proposals  upon  this  subject  to 

offer  soon  after  his  arrival  in  England,  I  will  not  trouble  yon 

Advantajfcs  farther  than  to  observe  that  a  public  store  for  the  sale  of  the 

^tP""-    various  articles  which  are  often  wanted  here,  as  weU  little  luxurys 


A  Iong*felt 
want 
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M  neceBsarys,  wou'd  be  felt  by  all  ranks  a  very  comfortable  thing,       1796 
and  by  a  moderate  or  reasonable  profit  wou'd  prevent  great  incon-    go  April. 
venienoe,  much  impoBition,  and  often  considerable  distress  and 
poverty. 

I  have  enconrag'd  liis  ideas  by  observing  that,  if  his  proposals 
were  attended  with  moderation  in  point  of  profit,  I  thought  it 
probable  Government  might  listen  to  them. 

I  sincerely  wish  you  long  and  perfect  health,  being  with  great 
esteem,  Ac.,  Jno.  Hunter. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord,  30th  April,  1796. 

The  indispensable  necessity  I  find  in  every  district  of  this 
colony  of  having  a  sufficient  number  of  the  best  characters  which 
can  be  selected  to  undertake  the  very  fatiguing  duties  of  a  con- 
stable has  rendered  it  at  the  same  time  as  necessary  tliat  some 
reward  or  encouragement  be  held  out  to  such  people  as  may  be 
employed  in  this  office,  as  a  stimulus  to  their  exertions  in  prevent- 
ing the  robberies  which  have  been,  and  still  continue  to  be,  so 
frequently  committed  amongst  us.  I  have  therefore  inclosed  for 
your  Grace's  information  the  rewards  which  I  have  promised  to  Rewards  to 
the  inferior  constables  who  patrol  in  the  night  and  are  constantly  *^™**^^^«» 
at  call ;  but  the  chief  (and  there  should  be  a  chief  constable  in 
every  district,  who  should  be  a  free  man)  I  am  at  a  loss  what 
encouragement  to  hold  out  to.  His  duty  becomes  very  consider- 
able, having  the  whole  direction  of  the  inferior  constables,  and 
is  such  as  scarcely  to  leave  him  one  hour  in  the  twenty-four  to 
himself.  I  must  therefore  beg  to  leave  him  to  your  Grace's 
consideration. 

It  would  be  highly  pleasing  to  me,  my  Lord,  were  it  possible  to 
do  without  any  of  those  situations  which  occasion  the  smallest 
additional  expence  to  the  Government ;  but  I  am  satisfied  that 
when  your  Grace  reflects  or  considers  the  description  of  people  we 
have  here  to  manage  you  will  not  be  surprised,  or  think  the  steps  Nocessit};  of 
which  I  take  to  keep  them  in  order  unnecessary.     In  the  district  ^*"r^''""*^ 
of  the  BLawkesbury,  from  which  I  have  just  arrived,  and  where 
everything  wears  a  very  promising  aspect,  as  far  as  relates  to 
the  different  farms,  yet  there  the  want  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace      y^ 
to  take  immediate  cognizance  of  all  complaints,  to  direct  punish- 
ments  to   be   inflicted   instantly   on  the  oflenders,   and  by  his 
residence  on  the  spot  to  keep  order,  is  so  very  much  wanted  that 
I  was  under  the  necessity  of  taking  the  Judge- Advocate  from  his  Adininistra-     ^ 
duty  here  to  regulate  complaints  and  disagreements  relating  to  jt^tice  at     >/ 
property,  as  well  as  to  enquire  into  several  robberies  there.     The  ^^  Hawkcs- 
nnmber  of  officers  in  the  civil  department  are  now  felt  to  be  so 
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17M      be  eadangered,  I  have  therefore  permitted  his  return,  sitd  have 
30  April,    appointed  Mr.    D'Arcy  Wentworth,  who  has  officiated   as   an 
--—       asaiBt&Dt  in  the  boapital  at  Norfolk  Island  since  the  year  1790, 
WentwoiUL  to  Bucceed,  thinking  his  claim  a  very  fair  one. 

I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hdktbr. 

GovEBSOB  Hdnteh  TO  Undeb  Secbetaby  Kjsg. 
Dear  Sir,  Sydney,  N.  S.  Wales,  30tL  April,  1796. 

I  write  this  by  the  ahip  Marq's  Comw&llia,  which  brought 
QB  some  convicts  from  Irelimd,  perhaps  as  desperate  a  set  of 
Dt^Mists     villains  as  were  ever  sent  from  that  or  any  other  country.     We 
'*°'  will  endeavour,  however,  to  manage  them  as  well  as  may  be  neces- 

sary.    The  commander  of  this  ship  having  purchas'd  a  farm  which 
was  partly  clear'd,  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Hawkesbmy, 
has  left  several  people  upon  it  from  his  own  ship,  and  a  few  of  th« 
Ckpuin        convicts  he  brought  out  he  has  taken  ofT  the  hands  of  the  public, 
Bogui.        m^  seems  determin'd  to  make  his  farm  productive.      He  has  1^ 
some  live  stock,  tools  of  every  kind,  and,  in  short,  promises  fair  to 
[become]  really  a  respectable  farmer,     [t  would  have  been  well  for 
.  A  derinbic   this  colony  cou'd  we  have  early  had  fifty  or  a  hundred  such  settlen^ 

•rtu™  '"^*  many  of  those  who  have  been  permitted  to  fix.  are  truely  worth- 
less characters,  and  very  few  of  those  sent  out  by  permission  of 
Government  are  likely  to  benefit  the  settlement.  They  seem,  most 
of  them,  dispoe'd  to  speculate  in  some  way  of  no  great  advantage 
to  the  colony.     I  wish  they  were  in  their  own  country  again. 

The  commander  of  the  above  ship  (Captain  Hogan),  I  believe, 
is  a  man  of  property  and  good  connections.  He  mentioned  to  me 
that  he  lik'd  the  country  and  climate,  and  had  scone  intention  of 
making  proposals  to  Government  to  be  permitted  to  establish  a 
store  here,  for  the  supplying  with  every  article  which  may  be 
wanted  either  the  settlement  at  large  or  individuals.  I  have  long 
wish'd  that  some  steps  cou'd  be  taken  for  this  much  to  be  desir'd 
Aiong.toit  purpose;  it  wou'd  be  a  means  of  suppressing  efiectually  that 
"""^  shameful!  imposition  which  has  so  long  distress'd  poor  individn^ 

who  pay  for  every  little  article  they  may  have  now  and  thwi 
an  opportunity  of  purchasing  the  most  unjust  and  uoreasooiaUe 
prices. 

It  wou'd  also  be  a  means  of  introducing  the  manu^Mjtnres  of 
oiiF  own  country  in  greater  abundance  into  this  settlemenl^  aad 
thereby  lessen  the  speculations  of  Foreigners  and  adveutnreni  froM 
the  E^t  Indies. 

As  Captain  Hogan  will  have  his  proposals  upon  this  sahjeoitD 

offer  soon  after  his  arrival  in  En^and,  I  will  not  (rouble  yea 

AdvinUEcs  farther  than  to  observe  that  a  public  store  for  the  sale  of  the 

^^^puWe    various  articles  which  are  often  wanted  here,  p--™"  i:'"-  i..-™~ 
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particularly,  in  order  that  no  untrue  reports  of  their  situation  in      1796 
this  country  may  be  circulated  by  their  friends  or  connections     30Apiii. 
without  its  being  immediately  detected. 

An  American  ship  named  the  Otter,  commanded  by  Ebenezer 
Dorr,  and  belonging  to.  Boston,  having  touched  at  this  port  to  re- 
fresh his  ship's  company,  and  to  have  some  small  repairs  done  to  the 
ship,  being  bound  on  a  voyage  to  the  north-west  coast  of  America 
and  China,  after  having  been  treated  here  with  much  civility, 
and  assisted  in  his  repairs  as  far  as  it  was  in  our  power  to  forward 
them,  he,  contrary  to  a  very  pointed  article  in  the  Port  Orders, 
which  he  had  received  on  his  arrival,  carried  from  hence  several 
people,  for  whose  embarkation  he  had  not  obtained  any  permission,  ?^°*u*^J^ 
and,  amongst  the  number,  Mr.  Thomas  Muir. 

When  the  Sovereign,  storeship,  arrived  here,  I  found  Mr.  OcnUd. 
Joseph  Gerrald  had  been  sent  out  in  that  ship.  He  was  landed 
here  in  a  very  declining  state  of  health,  which  rendered  it  neces- 
sary that  he  should  reside  in  some  quiet  and  retired  situation. 
Por  this  purpose  application  was  made  to  me  for  permission  for 
his  purchasing  a  small  house  and  garden  (then  to  be  sold)  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Sydney,  but  so  retired  as  suited  the  weakly 
state  he  was  in.  Permission  was  immediately  granted  for  his 
residing  in  any  place  that  might  be  Convenient  to  his  health. 
Here  he  saw  his  friends,  and  was  visited  by  the  surgeon,  but  he 
was  soon  pronounced  to  be  in  a  rapid  consumption,  of  which  he 
died  on  the  16th  day  of  March  last. 

Mr.  William  Skirving,  a  very  decent,  quiet,  and  industrious  man,  skin  ing. 
who  had  purchased  a  farm  already  cleared,  and  was  indefatigable 
in  his  attentions  to  its  improvement,  just  as  the  labour  of  the 
harvest  was  near  over,  was  seized  with  a  violent  dysentery,  of 
which  he  died  on  the  19th  of  the  same  month.  There,  therefore, 
remain  of  the  five  persons  who  were  sent  out  under  that  particular 
sentence  only  two,  Mr.  Fyshe  Palmer  and  Mr.  Margarot,  who  PaUner  and 
live  quiet  and  retired.  Margarot. 

Those  who  are  now  gone  have  been  often  heard  to  complain 
of  the  want  of  that  attention  from  their  friends  in  England  which 
they  had  been  led  to  expect,  but  of  which  they  had  not  since  their 
arrival  here  received  any  proofs  whatever.     They  for  some  time 
after  my  arrival  continued  to  live  independent  of  the  public  store, 
and  appeared  to  have  little  doubt,  thro'  the  assistance  of  those 
friends,  in  whom  they  appeared  to  have  much  confidence,  that  they 
would  be  enabled  to  live  without  the  aid  of  Government.     They 
have,  however,  from  the   disappointment  of   expected  supplies  Dis- 
which  they  looked  for  by  some  of  the  several  ships  which  had  Jy^dr^^ 
lately  arrived  here,  been  under  the  necessity  of  requesting  that  I  {!f^®"<^»  j" 
would  order  them  provision  from  the  public  store,  which  they  now    "^  *^"  * 
receive.  I  have,  <kc., 

Jno.  Hunter. 
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Allowances 

to 

constables. 


J 


very  few  that  we  have  not  a  proper  person  to  place  there,  and 
to  undertake  the  duty  of  a  magistrate ;  and  the  bringing  the 
offenders  from  thence  to  be  examined  either  here  or  at  Parra- 
matta  takes  a  number  of  people  from  their  duty  for  several  days, 
besides  an  escort  of  constables  to  attend  them  on  the  road. 

I  have,  &c., 

Jyo.  Hunter, 

[  Enclosure.  ] 

Encouragement  to  Constables. 

Encouragement  to  people  acting  as  Constables  at  Sydney, 
Parramatta,  Toongabbe,  and  the  Hawkesbury. 

1st.  Each  to  have  an  additional  suit  of  cloathing  annually,  in 
order  to  their  having  at  all  times  a  more  respectable  appearance. 

2nd.  To  have  a  pint  of  spirits  served  to  each  every  Saturday. 

3rd.  To  have  the  same  ration  serv^ed  to  them  which  is  issued 
to  the  military  and  free  people.  N.B. — This  does  not  relate  to 
quantity,  for  that  is  the  same  to  all  descriptions  of  people,  but  in 
the  particular  articles,  it  being  impossible  to  regulate  that  so  as 
to  avoid  making  some  distinction  ;  in  such  case  the  preference  is 
given  to  the  military  and  free  people. 

4th.  Those  who  may  have  been  sent  to  this  country  for  seven 
yeara,  and  who  shall  officiate  as  a  constable  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  magistrates  of  the  district  in  which  he  acts  for  the  space  of 
three  years  from  his  appointment  as  such,  shall  be  entitled  to 
emancipation,  and  be  at  liberty  to  leave  the  settlement  whenever 
he  chooses. 

5th.  Those  who  may  have  been  sent  to  this  country  for  fourteen 
years,  and  who  shall  officiate  as  above  for  the  space  of  seven  years, 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  reward  and  advantages. 

6th.  Those  who  may  have  been  transported  for  life,  and  who 
shall  officiate  as  above  for  the  space  of  ten  years,  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  above  advantages  and  to  conditional  emancipation,  i.e., 
freedom  in  this  country  and  liberty  to  become  settlers. 


The  Scotch 
Martyrs. 


Goveknoe  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

My  Lord,  30th  April,  1796. 

There  having  been  certain  persons  sent  to  this  colony 
whose  names  had,  at  the  time  I  left  England,  been  much  mentioned 
in  public,  and  whose  seditious  conduct  in  their  native  country  had 
brought  upon  them  that  sentence  which  had  occasioned  their 
removal  to  this,  and  as  some  changes  amongst  them  have  reduced 
the  original  number  who  had  been  landed  here,  I  judge  it 
necessary  that  your  Grace  should  be  informed  of  those  people 
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particularly,  in  order  that  no  untrue  reports  of  their  situation  in      1796 
this  country  may  be  circulated  by  their  friends  or  connections    30  April. 
without  its  being  immediately  detected. 

An  American  ship  named  the  Otter,  conmianded  by  Ebenezer 
Dorr,  and  belonging  to.  Boston,  having  touched  at  this  port  to  re- 
fresh his  ship*s  company,  and  to  have  some  small  repairs  done  to  the 
ship,  being  bound  on  a  voyage  to  the  north-west  coast  of  America 
and  China,  after  having  been  treated  here  with  much  civility, 
and  assisted  in  his  repairs  as  far  as  it  was  in  our  power  to  forward 
them,  he,  contrary  to  a  very  pointed  article  in  the  Port  Orders, 
which  he  had  received  on  his  arrival,  carried  from  hence  several 
people,  for  whose  embarkation  he  had  not  obtained  any  permission,  ?*°*u^!5J;*^'' 
and,  amongst  the  number,  Mr.  Thomas  Muir. 

When  the  Sovereign,  storeship,  arrived  here,  I  found  Mr.  GenUd. 
Joseph  Gerrald  had  been  sent  out  in  that  ship.  He  was  landed 
here  in  a  very  declining  state  of  health,  which  rendered  it  neces- 
sary that  he  should  reside  in  some  quiet  and  retired  situation. 
For  this  purpose  application  was  made  to  me  for  permission  for 
his  purchasing  a  small  house  and  garden  (then  to  be  sold)  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Sydney,  but  so  retired  as  suited  the  weakly 
state  he  was  in.  Permission  was  immediately  granted  for  his 
residing  in  any  place  that  might  be  convenient  to  his  health. 
Here  he  saw  his  friends,  and  was  visited  by  the  surgeon,  but  he 
was  soon  pronounced  to  be  in  a  rapid  consumption,  of  which  he 
died  on  the  16th  day  of  March  last. 

Mr.  William  Skirving,  a  very  decent,  quiet,  and  industrious  man.  Skin  ing. 
who  had  purchased  a  farm  already  cleared,  and  was  indefatigable 
in  his  attentions  to  its  improvement,  just  as  the  labour  of  th(^ 
harvest  was  near  over,  was  seized  with  a  violent  dysentery,  of 
which  he  died  on  the  19th  of  the  same  month.  There,  therefore, 
remain  of  the  five  persons  who  were  sent  out  under  that  particular 
sentence  only  two,  Mr.  Fyshe  Palmer  and  Mr.  Margarot,  who  Paimer  ami 
live  quiet  and  retired.  Margarot. 

Those  who  are  now  gone  have  been  often  heard  to  complain 
of  the  want  of  that  attention  from  their  friends  in  England  which 
they  had  been  led  to  expect,  but  of  which  they  had  not  since  their 
arrival  here  received  any  proofs  whatever.     They  for  some  time 
after  my  arrival  continued  to  live  independent  of  the  public  store, 
and  appeared  to  have  little  doubt,  thro'  the  assistance  of  those 
friends,  in  whom  they  appeared  to  have  much  confidence,  that  they 
vrould  be  enabled  to  live  without  the  aid  of  Government.     They 
have,  however,  from  the  disappointment  of  expected  supplies  Dis- 
which  they  looked  for  by  some  of  the  several  ships  which  had  by%di^^ 
lately  arrived  here,  been  under  the  necessity  of  requesting  that  I  'Hends  in 
would  order  them  provision  from  the  public  store,  which  they  now    "*^  '^"  * 
receive.  I  have,  <kc., 

Jno.  Hunter. 
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1706      uses  in  this  extensive  harbor  many  abuses  have  been  practiced 
18  Jul}',     thro'  their  means,  it  is  therefore  hereby  ordered  that  no  person 
.    —       whatever  do  presume  to  build  boats  of  any  size  or  description 
uMof  bokts.  without  having  obtained  permission  in  writing,  signed  by  the 
Grovemor  for  the  time  being,  or  such  person  as  he  shall  authorize 
for  that  purpose.     It  is  also  ordered  that  all  boats  at  this  time  in 
the  possession  of  individuals  l)e  forthwith  taken  to  the  boatshed  at 
Grovemment  wharf,  where  Mr.  Paines,*  the  master  boat-builder, 
will  have  orders  to  cut  a  number  on  their  stem,  which  number  the 
owner  is  to  keep  painted  or  marked  with  white.     Of  the  boats 
jBofttetobc   thus  numbered,  the  Provost-Marshal  will  keep  a  register  agreeable 
to  a  form  which  will  be  given  to  him.     All  boats,  after  a  con- 
venient time  having  been  allowed,  which  may  be  found  without 
being  numbered  by  Mr.  Paines  will  be  liable  to  seizure. 

Jxo.  Hunter. 


fegiitend. 


19  Jul.v. 


Guden* 


Government  axd  Gexeral  Order. 

19th  July,  1796. 
Parole — Leith.  Countersign — Edinburgh. 

Repeated  complaints  having  been  made  to  the  Governor  that^ 
notwithstanding  his  Order  of  the  26th  of  March  lastf  relative  to 
the  ringing  and  yokeing  of  all  hogs  which  were  suffered  to  run 
loose,  much  damage  has  been  done  to  the  different  gardens  about 
Sydney  by  that  destructive  animal,  and  that  they  are  now  running 
loose  in  considerable  numbers,  the  Governor  has  determined  to 
give  this  caution  only  :  That  if  in  two  days  after  the  publication 
of  this  Order  hogs  are  still  found  without  rings  and  yokes  he  will 
issue  an  Order  authorizing  all  persons  within  whose  fences  they 
may  be  found  to  shoot  them.  Jno.  Hunter. 


SI  JuJt}-* 


Labour  of 
llieeoorktB. 


Oo^enuDeBt 
work 


Government  and  General  Order. 

21st  July,  179G. 
Parole — Shrewsbury.  Countersign — Salisbur}'. 

It  having  been  lately  obser>*ed  by  the  (governor  that  the  gangs 
employed  on  the  public  ser\~ice  are  seldom  or  never  seen  in  the 
afternoon,  on  enquiring  into  the  cause  of  this  shameful  neglect  on 
the  part  of  the  superintendants  he  has  understood  that  they  take 
it  upon  themselves  to  task  the  working  people  in  such  manner  as 
they  think  proper,  and  upon  no  other  authority  than  their  own 
will.  This  Onler  is  therefore  given  out  to  inform  the  superin- 
tendants generally  that  they  are  on  no  account  to  presume  to  give 
taskwork  to  any  party  whose  lalx>ur  is  the  public  property  without 
the  knowletlge  of  the  Governor*  who  has  perceived  that  the  work 
of  Government  is  wholly  neglectetl,  and  the  time  of  the  prisoners 
applied  to  the  use  of  private  individuals.  It  is  hereby  strictly 
ilirectetl  that  the  public  gangs  do  work  the  time  pointed  out  in 
the  Order  of  the  17th  i>f  November  last,  viz.: — Fmn  daylight 

*  V»>L  U.  IK  214.  t  Ante.  p.  57. 


CIVIL  SUITS  AT  NORFOLK  ISLAND.  61 

until  8  o'clock,  labour ;  from  8  o'clock  until  9,  rest ;  from  9  until       1798 
half-past  11,  labour;  from  half-past  11  until  1  o'clock,  rest;  and     suniy. 
from  thence  until  sunset,  labour.*     And  if  it  is  known  that  any       — • 
saperintendant  whatever  do  take  the  liberty  of  applying  the  time  ubour. 
designed  to  be  employed  for  the  public  to  any  other  use  or  purpose, 
the  Governor  is  determined  instantly  to  dismiss  him  from  his  office 
as  a  man  who  cannot  be  relied  upon,  and  they  may  rest  assured 
that  he  will  never  replace  any  man  who  has   proved  himself 
unworthy  the  trust  reposed  in  him.  j^^    Hunter. 

PoLicE  Order* 

Norfolk  Island,  24th  July,  1796.         24  July. 
Whereas  the  inconveniences,  delays,  and  distress  which  happen 
for  the  want  of  a  Court  of  Civil  Judicature  to  decide  such  com-  A  avU         // 
plaints  of  property  as  occur  between  the  inhabitants  having  been  ^^J^    ^ 
represented  to  me  by  the  Judge- Advocate,  who  in  civil  cases  acts 
as  a  magistrate,  until  the  expected  Court  of  Civil  Judicature  may 
be  established  in  this  island  : 

Having,  therefore,  taken  into  consideration  the  unavoidable 
distress  and  losses  to  the  parties  by  being  sent  with  their  witness 
to  Port  Jackson  to  determine  their  disputes,  and  being  desirous 
that  justice  may  be  impartially  administered  to  all  his  Majesty's 
subjects  under  my  charge,  I  have  thought  it  necessary  and  advise- 
able  that  a  temporary  institution  should  take  place  to  recover  Atemporaiy 
debts  and  determine  such  matters  as  are  not  cognizable  by  a  *°«**^*^o°- 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  by  the  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature,  until 
his  Excellency  the  Governor-in-Chief  s  pleasure  is  known,  or  xintil 
a  Court  of  Civil  Judicature  shall  be  established  in  this  island. 

In  forming  this  substitute  the  mode  of  arbitration  and  awards 
as  allowed  of  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England  is  not         ^ 
only  strictly  legal  and  binding  on  the  parties,  but  also  highly  con- 
ducive to  the  welfare  of  all  descriptions  of  persons  on  this  island. 

In  consequence  of  which  I  do,  by  virtue  of  his  Majesty's  Com-  A  Court  of 
mission  to  me  as  his  Lieut. -Governor,  ordain,  direct,  and  appoint  ^^^*'***<>"* 
that  if  any  person  consider  themselves  aggrieved  by  the  decision  of 
the  sitting  magistrate  in  any  plea  of  land,  debts,  accounts,  or  other 
contracts,  exceeding  the  value  or  amount  of  ten  shillings  and  under 
one  hundred  pounds  sterling,  and  not  otherwise,  that  they  may 
appeal  to  me,  when  I  shall,  on  the  parties  submitting  their  dispute 
to  the  final  decision  of  an  arbitration  and  award,  cause  the  parties 
themselves  to  elect,  in  the  most  impartial  manner,  from  among  that 
description  of  inhabitants  that  circumstances  may  require,  two  fit     ^  , 
and  proper  persons  to  assist  the  Judge- Advocate  as  arbitrators  and 
umpire  in  such  cases. 

*  These  hours  of  labour  do  not  quite  a^ee  with  those  notified  in  Hunter's  Order  of  the  dth 
October,  1796,  which  were  as  follows : — "  From  daylight  until  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon 
and  from  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  until  sunset."— VoL  ii,  p.  323. 
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1796  I  do  therefore  hereby  require  and  direct  the  Judge- Advocate, 

24  July,    aiid  all  others  whom  it  may  concern  in  the  course  of  election,  to 
.  conform  their  proceedings  in  like  manner  as  arbitrations  and  final 

^  V  awards  are  allowed  of  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England 

until  the  establishment  of  a  Court  of  Civil  Judicature  takes  place. 

Philip  Gidley  King. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

25  July.  25th  July,  1796. 

Parole — Justice.             Countersign — Equity. 
The  Civil      A  Court  of  Civil  Judicature  will  be  assembled  on  Wednesday 
next,  the  27th  instant,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  of  which  all 
persons  ha^'ing  any  business  to  do  before  the  said  Court  are  to  take 
notice.  Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

29  July.  29th  July,  1796. 

Parole — Abbey.  Countersign — Church. 

A  change  of  There  not  being  any  flour  in  the  public  stores  except  what  is 

ration.         reserved  for  the  use  of  his  Majesty's  ships  Reliance  and  Supply, 

the  Governor  has  directed  the  following  ration  to  be  issued  weekly 

until  further  orders  to  the  civil,  military,  and  free  people,  viz. : — 


^/ 


Beef     

Pork 

Wheat 

Pease 

Sugar 

The  ration  to  convicts  remains  as  before. 

7  lb.,  or 

4  „ 

12  ., 
3  pints 
6  oz. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

•w  V 


Under  Secretary  Lewis  to  The  Commissioners  for  Transports. 

30  July.         Gentlemen,  War  Office,  30th  July,  1796. 

t  *"*^t«.  ^  *™  directed  to  acquaint  you  that  the  guard  for  the 

convicts  intended  to  be  transported  in  the  two  vessels  destined  for 
New  South  Wales  will  consist  of  thirty  men  in  each  vessel. 

I  am,  &c., 
M.  Lewis. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

31  July.  31st  July,  1796. 

Parole — Francis.  Countersign — ^Norfolk. 

^b|^j™  of  A  return  of  live  stock  in  the  possession  of  officers,  settlers,  and 
others  in  the  several  districts  is  to  be  given  in  as  soon  as  possible 
to  the  Judge- Advocate. 

Those  officers  who  have  farms  are  at  the  same  time  to  send  in 
an  account  of  their  cleared  cultivated  ground  in  each. 

Jno.  Huntbb. 
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€k>yERKMENT  AND  GENERAL   OrdER.  1796 

2nd  August,  1796.  2  Aug. 

Parole — Honesty.  Countersign — Truth. 

A  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature,  conaiBting  of  the  Judge- Advocate,  J^  .   .         ^  w 
tkree  officers  of  his  Majesty's  ships,  and  three  officers  of  the  New  ooan. 
South  Wales  Corps,  is  to  assemble  on  Friday,  the  5th  instant,  at 
ten  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  for  the  triaJ  of  such  prisoners  as 
may  be  brought  before  it.  j^^_  ^^^^^ 


Government  and  General  Order. 

9th  August,  1796.         oAug. 
Parole — Melancholy.  Countersign — Example. 

The  New  South  Wales  Corps  to  be  under  arms  at  twelve  o'clock  An  »/  1/ 

to^norrow  in  the  forenoon,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  execu-  *^***^  ^^ 
tioQ  of  the  prisoner*  under  sentence  of  death. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

10th  August,  1796.         10  Aug. 
Parole — Brunswick.  Countersign — ^Wales. 

The  New  South  Wales  Corps  wfll  parade  at  twelve  o'clock  on  51?^.  **' 
Friday  next,  the  12th  instant,  and  fire  three  vollies  in  honor  of  binhday. 
the  Prince  of  Wales's  birthday.f  j^,^^  Hunter. 


Under  Secretary  Kino  to  Surgeon  White. 

Sir,  Wljitehall,  10th  August,  1796. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  acquaint  you  that 
Governor  Hunter  having  represented  to  him  the  great  want  of 
asfflstance  in  the  surgeon's  department  in  New  South  Wales,  his 
Grace  is  under  the  necessity  of  requiring  your  immediate  return  Sureeon 
to  that  settlement,  either  in  the  Ganges,  which  is  now  in  the  river,  iJJtructedto 
^nd  will  depart  from  Portsmouth  for  Port  Jackson  in  the  course  return. 
of  a  week  or  ten  days,  or  in  the  Britannia,  transport,  which  is 
tiow  getting  ready  to  carry  convicts  from  Ireland  to  New  South 
Wales,  and  which  it  is  expected  will  sail  from  Cork  in  three  weeks 
trom  the  date  hereof.     Should  it  not  be  in  your  power  to  go  by 
^ther  of  these  conveyances,  his  Grace  will  be  obliged  to  fill  up 
your  appointment,  as  the  public  service  requires  it.  J 

I  am,  <S:c., 

J.  King. 

•  John  Fcnlow,  convicted  of  murdering  hi^  servant,  David  Lane.— Collins,  vol.  i,  p.  401.  J  \/ 

t  ColHna  (vol.  i,  p.  402)  remarks  that  the  day  was  duly  distinjo^ished,  and  that  such 

Qeranonles  **  had  never  been  neglected  by  the  colonists  of  Now  South  Wales." 

I  Surgeon  White  did  not  return  to  Sydney ;  and  on  the  16th  August,  1706,  a  Commission 

was  issued  appointing  William  Balroain  surgeon  of  the  settlement— Post,  pp.  70,  20a. 
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1796 


10  Aug. 


MiUtaiy 
disturb* 
anooB. 


The  cue  of 

John 
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Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

My  Lord,  10th  August,  1796. 

Having  occasion  in  my  letter,  No.  9,*  by  the  ship  Marquis 
Comwallis,  to  notice  very  particularly  a  paragraph  in  your  Grace's 
letter  of  the  10th  of  June,  1795,t  which  related  to  the  conduct  of 
the  military  serving  upon  Norfolk  Island  in  1794,  and  which  gave 
me  occasion  to  mention  similar  outrage  having  been  committed 
by  the  soldiers  here  since  my  arrival,  I  signiiied  in  that  letter 
that  I  thought  it  might  be  improper  in  me  to  suppress  or  keep 
from  your  Grace's  knowledge  that  outrage,  and  that  it  should 
be  communicated  at  a  future  opportunity.  I  therefore  enclose  for 
your  Grace's  information  a  paper.  No.  1  J,  containing  the  partic- 
ulars stated  in  as  brief  a  manner  as  possible.  I  forbear,  my  Lord, 
to  make  any  observations  upon  this  violent  and  extraordinary 
conduct  on  the  part  of  the  soldiers.  I  transmit  only  a  state  of 
the  facts,  leaving  your  Grace  wholly  uninfluenced  by  anything 
which  I  might  have  occasion  to  remark  upon  so  daring  a  violation 
of  the  peace  and  order  of  the  settlement,  as  well  as  in  defiance  of 
those  laws  by  which  that  peace  is  to  be  preserved.  But  as  an 
alteration  in  the  ration  haid  at  that  very  time  been  ordered,  I 
think  it  necessary  to  observe  that  their  temper  at  the  moment 
was  so  violent  that  they  positively  refused  to  take  it  unless  they 
were  served  all  flour,  instead  of  part  flour  and  part  com,  a  desire 
which  could  not  be  complied  with  without  manifest  injustice  to 
others,  and  also  insisted  upon  being  paid  short-allowance  money 
for  the  time  they  were  on  short  ration,  which  they  say  Governor 
Phillip  had  promised  them.  This  last  demand  I  must  request  your 
Grace's  instructions  upon. 

The  paper  No.  2§  is  the  Public  Order  which  I  gave  out  immedi- 
ately after  the  outrage ;  No.  3||  is  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  corps  upon  that  occasion ;  and  No.  41T  is  a 
paper  which  was  intended  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  settlement,  who  might  naturally  (if  no  steps  were  taken  to 
punish  the  offenders  in  this  case,  nor  any  particular  notice  be 
taken  of  the  offence  committed  by  them)  conceive  themselves 
subject  to  such  violence  and  oppression  from  the  military  when- 
ever any  soldier  might  think  fit  to  take  offence  at  them.  These 
papers  are  all  which  I  think  it  necessary  to  trouble  your  Grace 
with  upon  this  occasion,  as  the  facts  will  best  speak  for  themselves^ 
and  prevent  the  possibility  of  a  conjecture  that  any  imfair  repre- 
sentation could  have  been  intended. 

*  Ante,  p.  42. 

t  Vol.  ii,  p.  304.  The  Duke  of  Portland  attributed  the  disorderly  conduct  of  the 
soldiers  at  Norfolk  Island  to  the  intimacy  which  had  been  allowed  to  spring  up  betweca 
them  and  the  convicts. 

I  Post,  p.  00.       §  Ante,  pp.  16, 16.        fl  Ante,  p.  17.       %  Ante,  pp.  17, 18. 
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I  should  feel  myself  deficient  in  that  duty  which  I  owe  to  his       1706 
Majesty's  service  in  this  part  of  the  world  were  I  not  to  tiiko  a     jq  ^^^ 
liberty  which  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  your  (xrace  will  ])e  ,    — 
offended  at — I  mean,  in  remarking  that  the  manner  in  which  this  of^theNew" 
corps  has,  since  employed  upon  this  service,  been  recruited  does  ^"***  y^9ie» 
in  a  great  measure  weaken  the  effect  or  serWce  which  we  would 
expect  to  derive  from  the  assistance  of  the.  military.    Soldiers  from 
the  Savoy,*  and  other  characters  who  have  been  considered  as  Recruits         ^, 
disgraceful  to  every  other  regiment  in  his  Majesty's  service,  have  n^Sarj- 
bewi  thought  fit  and  proper  recruits  for  the  New  South  Wales  prwon. 
Corps,  which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  my  Lord,  should  have  been 
composed  of  the  very  best  and  most  orderly  dispositions.     They 
are  sent  here  to  guard  and  to  keep  in  obedience  to  the  laws,  when 
force  may  be  requisite,  a  set  of  the  worst,  the  most  atrocious  ^"»«  ^f 
characters  that  ever  disgraced  human  nature ;  and  yet  we  find  than  the 
amongst  those  safeguards  men  capable  of  corrupting  the  heart  of  <»°^'^<^- 
the  best  disposed,  and  often  superior  in  every  species  of  infamy  to 
the  most  expert  in  wickedness  amongst  the  convicts.     Our  stores, 
provisions,  and  grananes  must  be  intrusted  to  the  care  of  those  men : 
what  security  can  we  have  in  the  hands  of  such  people  1     None, 
my  Lord.     Your  Grace  will  see  the  impropriety  of  such  recruits 
being  sent  to  this  country,  and  mixed  with  a  corps  who  have  the 
care  of  our  most  valuable  concerns.     Not  to  detain  your  Grace, 
I  will  beg  permission  to  observe  that  a  corps  of  military  to  be 
permanently  established  for  the  service  of  this  colony,  to  which 
the  dregs  and  refuse  of  our  native  country  are  directed  by  its  *'  p^^  ^^ 
laws  to  be  sent  as  a  punishment,  cannot  be  attended  with  that 
advantage  which  may  have  been  expected  from  it.    This,  1  confess, 
nay  Lord,  to  be  my  opinion,  and  for  this  reason,  that  they  will 
Duike  connections  with  infamous  characters  here,  whatever  atten- 
tion may  be  paid  by  their  officers  to  prevent  it ;  by  this  means 
they  will  in  time  be  corrupted  and  rendered  unfit  people  for 
^fce  trust  which  we  must  repose  in  them.      It  might  probably  be  An 

thought  expensive  to  relieve  them,  as  otlier  garrisons,  once  in 

'hree,  four,  or  five  years ;  but  I  cann(»t  help  believing,  my  Lord,  advocated. 

^Hat  the  service  would  be  much  benefited  by  such  a  measure ;  and 

^^o  forty-four-gun  ships,  armed  enjlute,  sailing  at  a  proper  season, 

^*^ould  compleat  the  relief,  and  return  in  from  twelve  to  fourteen 

Months,  frequently  less.     The  expence  attending  this  measure  will 

^^bably  be  an  objection ;  but,  my  Lord,  although  the  saving  to 

*^  made  by  it  may  appear  too  remote  to  merit  immediate  notice, 

^^  I  am  convinced  it  would  ultimately  prove  a  sa\dng,  and  no 

^^considerable  one. 

The  officer  who  will  liave  the  honor  of  delivering  this  dispatch 
VCSaptain  David  Collins,  of  the  Marine  Corps),  having  served  here 

*  The  Savoy  was  a  military  prison,  situated  near  the  site  where  Waterloo  Bridge  now 
ihc  TtaMnes.— History  of  New  South  Wales,  vol.  ii,  pp.  04,  95  (note). 
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1796      as  Judge-Advocate  to  this  colony,  is  a  gentleman  particularly 
10  Aug.     qualified  to  afford  your  Grace  every  information  which  you  can 
De  larture  of  ^®*"'®  relative  to  this  country,  he  having  continued  in  it  from  its 
JuJu'e-         first  establishment  up  to  this  period.     His  leave  to  return  to 
CoiiitS*^      England,  which  he  had  obtained  some  considerable  time  past,  he 
has  not  had  it  in  his  power  to  avail  himself  of,  because  of  the 
consequence  which  each  successive  commanding  officer  considered 
him  of  to  these  settlements.     By  this  means  he  has  been  detained 
liere,  and  has  thereby  lost  his  rank  in  the  corps  of  which  he  was 
an  old  officer,  and  which  now  must  liave  been  very  respectable. 
theGo"er^  "^"^  ^  earnestly  hope  that  his  Majesty  will,  in  consideration  of 
hient.  his  services  here,  restore  him  tx)  the  situation  he  would  have  held, 

could  he  have  been  permitted  to  have  left  this  country  sooner. 
/  ^  The  colony  now,  my  Lord,  will  sufier  exceedingly  in  the  depart- 
ment of  tiie  law  during  his  absence.  I  hope,  therefore,  if  tliis 
gentleman  does  not  return,  a  circumstance  which  will  give  me 
much  concern,  that  the  situation  of  the  Judge- Advocate  may  be 
made  wortliy  the  acceptance  of  some  respectable  professional  man ; 
for  we  begin  to  have  so  much  business  to  attend  to  in  this  depart- 
y^  y/  ment  that  it  very  much  increases  the  duties  of  the  Governor,  as 
well  as  of  every  other  magistrate.  I  have,  tSrc, 

Jno.  Hunter. 

[Enclosure  No.  1.] 
Statement  of  the  Case  of  John  Baughan. 

John  Baughan,  who  officiates  as  foreman  of  the  carpenters  work- 
ing at  Sydney,  and  a  private  soldier  of  the  New  South  Wales 
Corps,  of  the  same  profession,  had  some  dispute  when  formerly 
working  together  on  an  occasion  where  Baughan  had  the  direction. 
This  dispute,  it  appeared,  had  not  subsided  in  the  mind  of  the 
soldier,  and  probably  was  not  wholly  forgot  by  the  other.  It, 
however,  was  more  conspicuous  in  the  soldier,  from  the  following 
circumstance  : — One  day  when  sentinel  over  a  storehouse,  know- 
ing that  Baughan  was  at  work  in  a  house  some  distance  from 
his  post,  he  set  his  arms  down  against  the  wall  of  the  stoi-e,  and 
seeing  a  man  whom  he  knew  standing  on  the  outside  of  tlie  building 
in  which  Baughan  was  at  work,  entered  into  a  conversation  with 
him,  of  which  Baughan  was  the  subject,  and  in  whici)  much  abuse 
was  bestowed,  which  it  was  meant  he,  Baughan,  should  bear. 
Bausjhan  went  out  at  the  back  door  unperceived,  and  seeing  the 
soldier  without  his  arms,  went  to  his  post,  where  he  found  the 
musquet,  which  he  took  up  and  carried  to  the  guard-house,  and 
delivered  to  the  serjeant  of  the  guard.  The  soldier  was,  of  course, 
taken  notice  of  and  relieved,  being  without  his  arms.  The  next 
day,  5th  February,  at  half-past  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  the 
whole  of  the  corps  off  duty  at  this  place  assembled,  and  in  the 
most  public  and  tumultuous  manner  proceeded  to  the  dwelling  of 


Baughan's 
cose. 
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and  his 
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John  Baughan,  broke  open  his  gates,  doors,  and  windows,  entered      1706 
his  house,  chopped  the  comer-posts  of  it,  broke  his  bedsteads  and     lo  Aug. 
bedding,  chairs,  window-frames,  drawers,  chests,  and,  in  short,  „.  . — 
completely  demolished  everything  within  his  possession  to  a  con-  his 
siderable  amount,  for  the  man  had,  by  great  labour  and  industry,  comrados. 
bailt  himself  a  neat  house,  and  had  it  well  furnished. 

Upon  their  first  approach,  having  had  a  few  minutes'  notice,  h^ 
^rmed  himself  with  a  loaded  gun  and  defended  himself  by  threats 
for  some  time,  but  their  num1)ers  were  so  many  that  they  sur- 
rounded his  paling  which  inclosed  the  house,  which  some  tore 
down  and  entered  on  the  opposite  side  to  that  which  he  endeavoured 
to  defend,  came  behind  him,  secured  and  threw  him  down,  with  An  unequal 
his  face  to  the  ground,  whilst  one  held  an  axe  over  his  neck,  and  ^" 
swore  if  he  offered  to  stir  he  would  chop  the  head  from  his  body. 
During  the  time  he  remained  in  this  situation  they  completed  the 
ruin  of  his  whole  property,  to  the  very  great  terror  of  the  man's 
wife,  after  which  they  went  oflf  cheering,  as  it  something  meri- 
torious had  been  effected,  and  marched  in  a  body  cross  the  parade 
before  their  commanding  officer's  house. 

After  so  daring  an  attack,  in  the  open  day,  upon  the  dwelling- 
house  of  an  inhabitant,  and  in  direct  defiance  of  all  law,  civil  or       ^  ^ 
military,  they  could  only  be  considered  as  in  a  state  of  mutiny.    I 
immediately  issued  in  Public  Orders  the  paper  No.  2.* 


Thomas  Patricksox  to  Under  Secretary  Kino. 
Sir,  St.  Albans-street,  Pall  Mall,  11th  August,  1796.  n  Aug. 

I  beg  leave  to  state  to  you  that  the  shij)  Ganges,  hired  to  The 
carry  convicts  to  New  South  Wales,  has  a  space  unoccupied,  and  qJJ*^*^ 
intirely  se])erated  from  the  men,  that  would  accommodate  sixty 
female  convicts ;  and  as  Mr.  Shelton  informs  me  there  are  a  number 
of  women  that  could  be  immediat'ly  sent  if  an  Order  of  Council 
^ttld  be  procured,  I  have  to  request  that  they  may  be  ordered 
ui  the  above-mentioned  vessel,  and  any  charge  of  demurrage  in 
consequence  of  the  delay  occasioned  thereby  will  be  charged  to 
Government.  I  further  beg  leave  to  state  that,  though  no  agree- 
ment was  positively  entered  into  for  a  certain  number,  yet  it  was 
clearly  understood,  as  it  has  always  been  the  case,  that  the  whole 
"pace  in  the  ship  proper  for  the  reception  of  convicts  would  be 
^^ccupied,  which  would  have  amounted  to  300,  exclusive  of  the 
8^ard ;  but  I  am  given  to  understand  that  there  are  only  200 
<Jfdered  at  present.  I  have,  <tc., 

Tugs.  Patrickson. 

Captain  Macarthur  to  Governor  Hunter. 
Sir,  Parramatta,  15th  August,  1796.  15Au-. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  your  Excellency  will  instantly  recol- 
*^  that  soon  after  your  arrival  from  England  I  declared  it  to 

*  Ante,  pp.  15, 10. 
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you  as  my  opinion  that  the  officers  and  persons  holding  farms 
ought,  in  return  for  the  very  liberal  indulgencies  granted  them,  to 
maintain  their  servants  in  bread,  by  which  means  Governments 
wou'd  be  relieved  from  the  expence  of  purchasing  grain  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  settlement. 

Since  I  resigned  my  civil  appointment  I  have  had  both  time 
and  leizure  to  consider  the  subject  more  attentively,  yet  I  still 
retain  the  same  opinion  ;  and,  indeed,  I  am  more  fully  persuaded, 
of  its  propriety.  I  therefore  feel  that,  in  gratitude  to  Government 
for  their  liberality,  I  cannot  do  less  than  to  declare  myself  both 
ready  and  willing  to  feed  with  bread,  at  my  own  expence,  the 
servants  that  are  now  allowed  me ;  and  shou'd  your  Excellency 
consider  it  advantageous  to  Government  to  dispose  of  any  number 
of  men  (not  exceeding  one  ^hundred)  on  the  same  conditions,  I 
will  very  cheerfully  receive  them.  All  I  shall  require  from  the 
public  stores  will  be  tools,  cloaths,  nails,  ironwork  for  buildingps, 
and  the  usual  ration  of  salt  meat. 

In  twelve  months,  I  am  of  opinion,  I  can  either  supply  myself 
with  all  those  articles,  or,  if  I  draw  them  from  Government, 
be  able  to  give  grain  in  lieu — valuing  both  what  I  receive  and 
what  I  return  at  the  English  market  prices.  I  will  not,  how- 
ever, positively  pledge  myself  to  do  all  this  without  expence  to 
Government  within  one  year ;  but  if  eighteen  months  be  not  con- 
sidered too  long  a  time  to  allow,  I  will  unhesitatingly  undertake 
to  do  it. 

I  trust  I  am  too  well  known  to  your  Excellency  to  have  this 
proposal  imputed  to  inconsideration  or  le\'ity.  Assure  yourself, 
sir,  that  it  is  the  result  of  cool  deliberation,  founded  on  reason 
and  experience. 

If  my  example  be  followed  (as  I  know  it  can  be  by  every  indus> 
trious  farmer)  Government  will  be  instantly  relieved  from  the 
expence  of  purchasing  grain  for  the  whole  of  the  labouring  part 
of  the  colony ;  and,  after  the  expiration  of  eighteen  months,  the 
grain  returned  to  the  stores  in  exchange  for  tools,  cloaths,  4fec., 
will  be  more  than  sufficient  to  answer  all  the  demands  of  the  settle- 
ment for  bread  for  its  present  numbers. 

As  a  proof  that  I  am  not  merely  a  speculative  farmer,  I  beg 
leave  to  point  out  to  your  Excellency  that  I  have  sixty  acres  sown 
with  wheat,  sixty-six  acres  preparing  for  Indian  com,  five  acres 
for  potatoes,  and  ten  acres  in  gardens  and  vineyards. 

My  stock  consists  of  fourteen  cows,  five  oxen,  eight  mares,  two 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  sheep,  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  goats, 
fifty  breeding-sows,  and  upwards  of  one  hundred  growing  pigs.* 

I  have,  &c., 

John  McArthub. 


*  Hunter's  answer  will  be  found  on  p.  70,  post 
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GovERxoR  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland.  1796 

My  Lord,         Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  15th  August,  1796.        ^sAvtg. 
The  Britannia,  storeship,  from  Bengal,  arrived  here  on  the  f^^ 
1 1th  of  May,  with  957  tierces  of  salt  provisions  and  a  small  Britannia, 
quantity   of   rice.      This  ship    had  been  chartered  by   Captain 
William  Paterson,  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  who  succeeded 
to  the  command  here,  after  the  departure   of  Lieut. -Governor 
Grose,  and  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  from  the  East  Indies  as 
much  salt  meat  for  the  use  of  the  settlement  as  her  commander 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  providing,  the  store  of  that  article 
having  been  entirely  expended. 

By  this  ship  I  received  two  letters — one  from  the  Governor- 
General  in  Council,  the  other  from  the  Military  Department  of 
Bengal — and  of  which  the  inclosed  are  copies.*     These  letters  were 
delivered  to  me  by  an  officer  sent  hither  for  the  management  of 
the  service  which  is  the  subject  of  them.     1  beg  leave  to  observe 
to  your  Grace  that  the  reduced  state  of  our  strength  in  the  colony 
at  this  time  is  such  that  much  of  our  cleared  ground  will  this  year 
lay  unwrought ;  and  the  idea  of  an  officer  having  arrived  for  the 
purpose  of  recruiting  for  the  army  in  the  East   Indies  having  Recruiting 
gone  forth  amongst  the  convicts,  as  well  as  free  people,  I  soon  Indian 
found  that  many  of  the  settlers  were  determined  to  quit  their  ■"**>'• 
ferms  and  enlist  for  that  service.     Such,  my  Lord,  is  the  restless 
^d  idle  disposition  of  many  of  those   people,  who  are  in  this  ^ 

<5ountry  really  comfortably  settled,  and  might,  were  they  inclined 
to  industry,  live  in  happiness  and  provide  for  a  family  ;  but  the 
prospect  of  a  change,  and  the  allurements  which  are  generally  Restless 
Jipon  such  occasions  held  out  to  captivate  the  ignorant,  would  have  oj®,^^^" 
*^duced  many  to  quit  the  colony,  and  leave  their  families  a  burthen  settlers. 
.^pon  the  public.     Finding  this  the  disposition,  and  foreseeing  the 
y^  consequences  which  would  have  ensued  to  the  settlement  under 
'ts   present  circumstances,   I  judged  it  necessary  to  refuse  my 
**lction  to  the  service  of  recruiting  of  troops  from  this  colony 
'^^til  I  could  receive  his  Majesty's  commands  on  that  subject.     To 
k  ^^  effect  1  wrote  a  short  letter  to  Sir  John  Shore,  by  a  ship  at 
^^t  time  about  departing  from  hence  for  Bengal.     I  must,  at  the 
J^^He  time,  my  Lord,  take  the  liberty  of  observing  that  upon  some 
"itvire  occasion  it  might  perhaps  answer  a  good  purpose  to  allow 
^<ili  as  have  served  their  term  out  in  this  country,  and  who  are 
?^  ^n  idle  and  unsettled  disposition,  to  enlist  for  the  army  of  the  Disposal  of 
^^-Qt  Indies,  in  preference  to  their  returning  to  their  old  habits  choractors. 
*^  "their  own.     Many  of  them  would  probably  make  better  soldiers 
"^^ai  faimers,  and  it  might  perhaps  answer  to  the  Company  the 
^^X>ence  of  sending  a  ship  from  Calcutta  once  in  two  years  for  such 
P^i^Kwe.     I  shall  be  anxious  to  know,  my  Lord,  whether  my  deter- 
mination in  this  instance  may  have  met  your  Grace's  approbation.! 

I  have,  &c.,         Jno.  Hunter. 

*  Ante,  p.  2L        t  Post,  p.  801. 
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1706  Surgeon  Balmain's  Commission, 

10  An\g.  George  R. 

Rurjceon  George  the  Third,  <kc.  To  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  William 
CoauniKrion  ^^^^'-i"*  g^nt,  greeting  :  We  do,  by  these  presents,  constitute  and 
'  appoint  you  to  be  surgeon  to  the  settlement  within  our  terri- 
tory called  New  South  Wales.  You  are,  therefore,  carefully  and 
diligently  to  discharge  the  duty  of  surgeon  by  doing  and  performing 
all  and  all  manner  of  things  thereunto  belonging,  and  you  are  to 
observe  and  follow  such  orders  and  directions  from  time  to  time 
as  you  shall  receive  from  our  Governor  of  the  said  territory  for 
the  time  being,  or  any  other  your  superior  officer,  according  to  the 
lilies  and  discipline  of  war. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  16th  day  of  August, 
1796,  in  the  thirty-sixth  year  of  our  reign.   . 

By  his  Majesty's  command, 

Portland. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

18  A^fi^-  18th  August,  1 796. 

Parole — Lynn.  Countersign — Norfolk. 

s^Vk  '^'  ^^^  commanding  officer  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  will  direct 
Island.         a  captain,  3  subalterns,  2  Serjeants,  2  drummers,  and  IS  privates 
to  be  in  readiness  to  embark  on  the  1st  of  Septeiuber  for  Norfolk 
Island.     They  will  proceed  thither  in  one  of  his  Majesty's  ships. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Governor  Hunter  to  Captain  Macarthur. 

Sir,  Sydney,  18th  August,  1796. 

Reducing  I  received  yours  of  the  15th,  on  the  subiect  of  which  I 

have  to  observe  that,  much  as  I  have  at  heart  the  lessening  the 

expense  of  this  colony  to  Government,  I  yet  fear  that  I  have  at 

present  too  many  difficulties  to  contend  with  to  be  able  very  soon 

to  attain,  even  in  a  small  degree,  an  object  so  much  to  be  desired. 

Government      The  liberality  of  Government  to  the  different  officers  who  have 

uin  to  .... 

offlccrt.  employed  a  part  of  their  time  in  farming,  1  hope  they  are  all 
sensible  of,  and  I  shall  no  doubt  look  for  and  expect  that  they  w^ill 
use  their  utmost  endeavours  for  exonerating  Government,  as  early 
lis  possible,  of  the  expence  of  maintaining  their  serv^ants,  if  not 
wholly,  at  least  in  part.  I  have  not  found  any  who  have  con- 
sidered their  progress  in  farming  to  be  such  as  to  enable  them  yet 
to  make  a  similar  offer  to  that  which  you  make  ;  they  probably 
have  been  rather  less  fortunate,  or  have  not  had  the  same  judg- 
ment in  the  management  of  such  concerns. 
A-Hjcvu  ^  You  may  be  assured  I  shall  never  refuse  any  offer  which  may 
wier  luptuK.  appear  to  me  calculated  to  reduce  the  expences  of  Government,  but 
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at  present  I  find  the  state  of  the  colony  to  be  such,  with  respect      1796 
to  labourers,  as  well  as  to  tools,  nails,  iron,  and,  in  short,  every     ^g  ^.ug. 
other  kind  of  store,  as  to  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  avail  myself 
of  any  part  of  the  offer  you  make,  except  that  of  your  furnishing 
bread  for  your  own  servants,  an  example  which  I  hope  may  serve 
to  stimulate  others  to  equal  exertions.  I  am,  «kc., 

John  Hunter. 

Captain  Macarthur  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Sir,  Parramatta,  19th  August,  1796.         lOAug. 

I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant  Macarthur** 
this  morning,  and  I  shall  in  consequence  of  it  direct  my  overseer  "P*y- 
to  desist  from  drawing  grain  from  the  stores  for  the  ten  servants 
that  are  allow^ed  me  for  the  purposes  of  agriculture. 

I  beg  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  you  have  highly  gratified 
me  by  your  opinion.  That  my  example  may  stimulate  others  to 
exert  themselves  in  promoting  the  general  interests  of  the  settle- 
ment, and  as  a  farther  proof  that  no  private  consideration  can 
influence  me,  when  the  object  to  be  attained  is  of  such  impoi-t- 
ance,  I  will  (if  I  obtain  your  permission)  pay  the  English  price  offcra  to  pay 
for  all  the  meat  my  servants  draw  from  the  public  stores.  '<>'  "™<»** 

I  wou^d  indeed  now  offer  to  supply  them  with  meat  from  my 
own  stock,  did  I  consider  it  likely  to  conduce  to  the  public 
interest.  But  as  I  then  shou'd  be  obliged  to  destroy  my  hogs 
when  only  half-grown,  you  will  readily  imagine  how  disadvan- 
tageous it  wou'd  be. 

Since  I  stated  to  your  Excellency  the  number  of  my  live  stock  increase  in 
I  have  had  a  very  astonishing  increase,  and  as  I  have  still  reason  ^*^®  ^^^^' 
to  expect  the  same  success,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  me  to 
erect  a  variety  of  additional  buildings,  which  I  shall  be  greatly 
distressed  to  do  unless  your  Excellency  can  favour  me  with  about 
ten  thousand  nails.* 

I  am  fully  satisfied  that  you  will  ever  very  readily  contribute 
all  the  assistance  in  your  power  to  those  whose  industry  and 
attention  appears  to  merit  it.     And  in  this  presumption  I  beg 
leave  to  point  out  that  my  servants  are  much  in  want  of  cloathing,  Wants 
which  want  I  have  no  means  to  relieve  unless  I  can  be  indulged  ^?vant5/*^'^ 
from  the  public  stores.  I  have,  «tc., 

John  McArthur. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
%  Lord,  20th  August,  1796.         20  Aug. 

With  this  your  Grace  will  receive  a  chart  which  I  have  a  charTof 
constructed  wholly  for  the  purpose  of  shewing  more  clearly  than  ^**«  w>iony. 
•Dy  written  description  possibly  can  the  particular  situation  of 
our  principal  cultivation  in  this  colony.     I  do  not  mean,  my  Lord, 
to  mark  every  little  farm,  nor  to  point  out  the  dimensions  of  the 

*  Hunter's  reply  a  week  later  will  be  found  on  p.  82,  post 
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1796      cultivation  generally ;  it  is  only  my  wish  that  your  Grace  shoa 

20  Aug.     ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  comprehend  how  the  different  districts  are  situate 

'with  respect  to  each  other,  not  only  in  direction,  but  in  point  t 

Hunter's      distance  nearly.     As  this  chart  is  intirely  a  work  of  my  own,  ai 

chart.  jjQt  intended  as  an  oiBcial  representation,  I  hope  it  will  apology 

for  the  liberty  J  take  in  writing  your  Grace  a  private  letter.     1 

chief  design  is  to  give  your  Grace  a  more  correct  general  idea 

this  colony  than  cou'd  be  given  by  any  other  means.* 

I  have,  <fec., 
Jno.  Hunter. 

Governor  Hunter  to  Under  Secretary  KiNo.t 
My  Dear  Sir,  Sydney,  N.  S.  Wales,  20th  Aug.,  1 796. 

Departure  of  This  wiU  be  handed  to  you  by  Capt.  David  Collins,  of  Ij 

Advocate      Marine  Corps,  who  has  held  the  appointment  of  Judge- Advocid 
/    /         Collins.        to  this  colony  since  its  original  establishment,  and  in  whose  depfl 

ture  from  hence  this  settlement  loses  a  most  valuable  and  excellel 
officer.  You  cannot  conceive,  sir,  how  very  much  tliis  settlemeC 
will  suffer  in  the  department  of  the  law  by  this  gentleman's  retuf 
home,  a  department  in  which  we  have  began  to  have  much  businei 
to  transact,  a  circumstance  which  very  much  increases  the  dutj 
ofSieofflcc.  ^^  ^^®  Governor,  and  must  in  time  render  his  situation  true! 
•/  ^'^  irksome  if  the  office  of  Judge- Advocate  to  the  colony  is  not  maa 

a  situation  worthy  the  acceptance  of  some  respectable  professional 
man,  on  whose  knowledge  and  ability  he  can  with  confidence  rely 
CommiBsary  As  the  Commissary  (Mr.  Palmer)  will  avail  himself  of  the  leave 
Palmer.  q£  absence  which  I  brought  out  for  him,  and  will  return  to  Eng- 
land by  the  same  conveyance  of  which  Capt.  Collins  will  take  the 
advantage,  I  beg  to  refer  you  most  particularly  to  those  two 
gentlemen,  who  have  not  been  absent  from  hence  since  the  estab- 
lish't  of  the  colony ;  they  are  capable  of  giving  you  information 
on  every  point  in  which  you  can  desire  to  gain  it  relative  to  this 
country,  and  I  can  venture  to  say  that  I  believe  they  will  not 
deceive  you.  Mr.  Palmer  will  require  but  a  short  time  in  England, 
and  means  to  return  with  his  family.  I  wish  I  cou'd  say  that  I 
v  ^  also  expected  the  return  of  the  same  Judge-Advocate.  He  has 
certainly  sacrifis'd  much  thro'  his  being  so  usefull  and  necessary 
here.  He  has  been  refus'd  permission  to  return,  agreable  to  his 
Sa  o?ronk.  ^^ave  long  since  received  from  home,  because  it  was  considered  the 
colony  wou'd  suffer  by  his  absence ;  he  has  thereby  lost  his  rank  in 
the  corps  of  which  he  is  an  old  officer,  but  it  will  probably  be  in 
the  power  of  his  Majesty's  minister  to  give  it  him,  and  I  can  say 
that  he  well  deserves  such  attention  from  his  public  services  here. 

*  The  chart  has  been  reduced  and  the  lettering  filled  in  more  legibly  than  in  the  original, 
but  the  OiitliiMs  are  an  exact  reproduction  in  scale  of  Hunter's  original  chart,  which  was 
in  size  2  ft.  2  ins.  by  1  ft.  7  ins.  It  is  evident  that  Collins  copied  from  this  chart  the  plan  of 
the  Colony  published  as  frontispiece  to  voL  i  of  his  "  Account." 

t  A  private  letter. 
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I  appoint  a  gentleman  (Mr.  James  Williamson)  whom  I  brought      1706 
from  England  with  me  to  act  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Palmer.     He     20  Aug 
is  well  qualified  to  till  that  situation  in  the  Commissary's  absence,  p^J^ 
being  particularly  correct  in  his  knowledge  of  keeping  books  and  loevm 
accounts,  and  very  active  and  diligent.     As  we  are  exceedingly  ^''•^^ 
distress'd  since  the  extention  of  our  settlement  for  more  assistance 
in  the  Commissary  department,  I  took  the  liberty  of  recommend- 
ing to  you  Mr.  Williamson  as  a  Deputy  Commissary ;  we  are  much 
in  want  of  one  to  attend  to  the  concerns  of  that  department  at 
Parramatta,  Toongabbe,  and  the  Hawkesbury. 

Give  me  leave  to  assure  you,  sir,  that  those  who  have  been  out  Reporu  of 
of  this  country  for  three  or  four  years  know  no  more  of  it  now 
than  if  they  had  scarcely  ever  seen  it ;  you  will  know  much  more 
from  public  correspondence.    Tlieir  opinions,  therefore,  are  by  no 
means  what  ought  to  influence  the  mind  of  Government  in  what 
may  relate  to  this  country  in  its  present  state.     For  some  years 
after  this  settlement  was  established  it  was  an  easy  task  for  the 
commander-in-chief  to  visit  every  part  of  it  in  the  course  of  a  few 
hours,  but  it  is  widely  different  now  ;  he  cannot,  were  he  in  con- 
tinual motion,  do  it  now  in  as  many  days.    We  extend  more  than  Extenrion  of 
40  miles  in  one  direction,  exclusive  of  a  chain  of  farms  for  20  settlement 
miles  along  the  banks  of  the  Hawkesbury,  and  many  on  the  y/ 

ditiferent  branches  of  this  extensive  harbour.  In  short,  sir,  no  one 
man,  whatever  might  be  his  strength  and  activity,  cou'd  attend 
the  whole  of  this  colony  as  often  as  may  be  requisite  without 
some  respectable  assistant  or  responsible  person  to  look  over  the 
distant  clistricts.  I  am  so  fully  determined  to  do  all  in  my  power 
that  I  will  have  no  private  concern  of  any  kind  to  take  up  my 
attention.  I  have  not,  nor  will  I  have,  any  farm  on  my  own 
account,  as  other  officers  have.  It  shall  not  be  in  the  power  of  any 
one  to  say  that  the  time  which  ought  to  have  been  devoted  to  tlie 
service  of  the  public  had  been  applied  to  private  advantage,  or 
that  in  recommending  the  assistance  which  I  have  done  to  the 
civil  and  military  officers,  agreable  to  tlie  plan  of  L-Gov'r  Grose, 
I  had  myself  in  view. 

I  am  concemM  to  assure  you,  sir,  that  in  many  of  those  people  Useless 
recommended  to  Govem't  at  home  to  fill  little  offices  here  mucli  ^^^"^ 
imposition  has  been  practised.  It  would  be  far  less  expensive  to 
the  public  if,  when  any  particular  work  is  wanted,  the  Governor 
for  the  time  being  were  allow'd  to  offer  some  little  pecuniary 
reward  to  some  of  the  ingenious  people  who  are  sometimes  to  be 
found  here,  whether  convicts  or  free  ;  such  particular  work  mi^ht 
in  this  way  be  accomplished  without  the  burthen  of  a  sallery.  The 
millwright  and  miller,  one  at  100  gns.  and  the  other  at  50  gns.  a 
year,  are  sad  impositions,  and  I  have  no  opportunity  of  sending 
them  home  for  want  of  a  sldp  going  from  hence  immediately  to 
England  in  the  service  of  Government.     Convicts  who  have  a 
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1796      profession  which   might   be   highly  serviceable   in   any  case  of 
20  Aug.     immergency  wou'd  not  be  so  cautious  to  conceal  their  ability  if  it 
—       was  such  as  might  be  applied  to  the  superintending  any  very 
comictB.       necessary  work,  and  be  allow'd  a  little  reward  for  their  ability 
and  exertion ;  we  shou'd  in  this  way  save  some  of  those  ill-bestow'd 
sallerys.     Mr.  Leeds  is  as  unfortunate  an  imposition  as  any  which 
An  could  be  sent  here  ;  he  is  the  most  incorrigible  drunkard  I  ever 

drunkard.*  beheld,  and  must  be  sent  home,  for  he  is  of  no  sort  of  use,  whilst 
we  suffer  much  in  the  surgeon's  department.  He  has  just  written 
to  me  that  his  health  declines  so  rapidly  that  he  thinks  his  life  in 
danger.  I  have  therefore  ditermined  to  send  liim  back ;  and  as 
he  has  not  done  any  duty  for  a  considerable  time,  I  have  appointed 
a  very  deserving  man,  Mr.  D'Arcy  Went  worth,  to  succeed  him. 
His  claim  is  a  fair  one,  having  been  assistant  at  the  hospital  od 
Norfolk  Island  ever  since  the  year  1790. 

I  will  whilst  I  am  writing  mention  one  man  to  you,  who,  to 
speak  my  sentiments  of  him,  I  must  say  appears  to  me  to  be  one 
of  the  most  zealous  on  public  duty,  and  one  of  the  most  examplery 
oeorge         in  private  life  of  any  within  the  colony — Mr.  Geo.  Harrington, 
Harrington    j  mean     Well  has  he  since  in  this  country  deserv'd  for  his  services 
some  extraordinary  encouragement,  but  we  have  none  to  give. 
I  wish,  if  he  continues  after  his  time  is  expir'd,  I  cou'd  do  some- 
thing which  might  induce  him  to  stay  (it  is  near  expir'd),  but 
he  has  not  hinted  any  intention  of  quitting  the  country.     I  am, 
however,  of  opinion  he  will,  for  he  cannot  obtain  as  much  here  as 
;  will  purchase  cloaths  for  his  back.     He  has  constantly  done  the 

"^    chief  duty  of  chief  constable  at  Parramatta,  and  in  that  office  has  been 

^"raniaua.  indefatiguable  in  keeping  the  public  peace  and  in  guarding  private 
property.     It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  a  man  of  this  description, 
because  once  having  offended  the  laws  of  his  country,  shou'd  be 
ever  afterwards  consider'd  as  unworthy  its  favour, 
v  s^      Administta-       I  have  long  ago  sent  Mr.  Hibbins  the  Judge- Advocate  of  Nor- 
justice  at      ^olk  Island  to  his  station,  and  having  since  receiv'd  the  Patent 
Norfolk        authorising  the  convening  a  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature  there,  I 
have  also  forwarded  that,  so  that  there  is  now  full  })Ower  on  that 
island  for  trying  criminal  offences,  and  I  hope  everything  in  that 
department  may  turn  out  well.     You  will  receive  letters  from  ^'^• 
Hibbins  by  the  ship  Marquis  Cornwallis,  by  which  I  forward®^ 
them.     He  seems  much  dispos'd  to  indulge  you  fi-equently  wi"^ 
long  letters.    I  hope  you  may  find  them  such  as  to  merit  a  caref  •^* 
perusal. 
Improper  Permit  me,  Mr.  King,  to  repeat  and  to  assure  you  that  I   ^f® 

mSit«!  with  concern  how  very  frequently  Government  is  impos'd  on  ^ 
many  recommended  for  appointments  in  this  country,  where  "^^ 
ought  to  have  people  in  the  different  offices  of  the  most  exampl^^ 
conduct.  You  will  not,  I  hope,  suppose  that  I  alude  to  a^/ 
particular  person.     I  speak  chiefly  of  inferior  appointments.    Yo^ 
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can  have  no  idea  of  the  mischief  it  leeds  to,  and  Uie  distress  which  1706 
it  will  ever  occasion  to  those  who  may  have  the  principal  direction,  20  Aug. 
who,  considering  the  class  or  description  of  people  he  has  to  manage, 
ought  to  be  ably  assisted  and  supported ;  if  he  is  not,  it  must  oblige 
him  to  send  home  many  matters  for  decision  which  might  and 
ought  to  be  settled  here,  and  thereby  avoid  giving  that  trouble  to 
his  Majesty's  minister  which  must  otherwise  be  the  consequence. 

Were  I  to  enter  as  fully  in  my  public  letters  on  the  difficultys  I  HuoUr'i 
have  had  since  my  arrival,  and  still  continue  to  have,  to  contend  <***^*'«»- 
with  as  I  might  do,  it  might  be  thought  that  I  complained  more 
than  I  shou'd.  If  I  do  complain,  be  assur'd,  sir,  that  it  is  not 
without  cause.  I  have  had  much  vexation  at  finding  some  of  the 
public  concerns  not  exactly  in  the  state  I  hop'd  and  wish'd  they 
shou'd  have  been.  Extensive  cultivation  and  good  crops,  speaking 
generally,  but  not  a  bam,  granary,  or  storehouse  wherein  to  pre-  Ahsence  of 
serve  those  crops  even  thought  of  yet.  No  mechanics  in  the  SSuSSne. 
colony  to  erect  them  ;  most  of  the  convicts  out  of  their  time,  and 
discontented  at  being  hindered  a  single  day  from  providing  for 
themselves  ;  in  short,  I  am  apprehensive  that  great  part  of  our 
bountifull  harvest  may  be  lost.  Our  boats  gone  to  ruin  and  decay ; 
hutts  or  houses,  formerly  the  property  of  Grovemment,  leas'd  away, 
and  continual  applications  making  to  me  to  furnish  others  for 
those  who  are  intitled  to  them.  But  I  will  not  fatigue  you.  I 
ooly  hint  those  few  circumstances  to  satisfy  you  that  there  does 
exist  great  ground  and  cause  for  vexation.  I  shall,  however, 
persevere  in  my  endeavours  to  lead  everything  into  the  channel 
thro*  which  it  should  pass,  and  to  bring  into  some  kind  of  order 
that  mass  of  confusion  which  at  present  surrounds  me. 

Having  a  considerable  number  of  distressed  invalids  in  the  colony  invalids, 
who  are  a  deadweight  upon  us,  I  have  thought  fit  to  charter  the 
Britannia,  storeship,  to  proceed  direct  for  England.  Shall  there- 
fore avail  myself  of  that  conveyance  for  sending  away  all  those 
whose  contract  or  agreement  with  Government  is  expir'd,  and 
thereby  get  rid  of  some  expence  which  might  otherwise  continue 
for  we  know  not  what  time. 

I  intend,  if  possible,  to  send  a  cage  of  birds  for  you  by  this  ship,  Australian 
and  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  divide  what  may  survive  with       "* 
Sir  Charles  Middleton,^  to  whom  I  have  promis'd  soma    I  am,  <S:c, 

Jno.  Hunter- 

I  have  had  another  cage  made  and  sent  to  Sr.  Chas.  Middleton, 
addressed  to  himself,  so  that  you  will  have  no  trouble. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  20th  August,  1796. 

The  Colonial  schooner  Francis  having  lately  returned  from 
Norfolk  Island,  whither  I  had  sent  her  for  any  despatches  which 

*  Comptroller  of  the  Navy. 
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20  Aug. 

Lieutenant- 
Governor 
King's 
health. 


King 

leaving  in 
the 
Britannia. 


yyv/ 


Number  of 

offlcers 

inadequate. 


King's 
successor. 


Lieuf  t-Gov'r  King  might  have  for  England,  I  am  concerned  to  aj 
the  health  of  the  Lieut't-Govemor  appears  to  be  in  so  very  declining 
a  state  that  I  could  not,  consistent  with  the  common  feelings  ol 
humanity,  resist  his  wish  of  obtaining  my  permission  to  quit  the 
island,  by  any  opportunity  which  might  offer  a  prospect  of  his 
reaching  England,  before  it  might  be  too  late  to  hope  relief  from 
such  change.    Your  Grace  will  not  therefore  disapprove  my  having 
given  him  my  consent,  as  I  have  chartered  the  ship  Britannia  for 
the  purpose  of  relieving  the  unhappy  situation  of  a  number  of 
distressed  objects  who  have  been  invalided  here  from  the  militaiy, 
as  well  as  for  exonerating  the  colony  of  a  number  of  useless  people 
whose  contracts  with  Government  have  terminated.     I  shall  order 
that  ship  to  call  at  Norfolk  Island,  and  embark  the  Lieut. -Governor 
and  his  family.     I  shall  direct  that  such  copy  of  the  Lieut't- 
Governor's  instructions  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  guidance  of 
the  officer  who  may  succeed  to  the  command  in  the  management 
of  the  internal  concerns  of  the  island  be  left  with  him ;  and  in 
order  to  there  being  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  compose 
the  Criminal  Court,  I  shall  direct  an  additional  officer  be  smt 
thither ;  but  I  must  beg  to  mention  to  your  Grace  that  during 
the  time  the  relief  of  the  officers  on  the  Norfolk  Island  duty  ii 
taking  place  this  part  of  the  settlement  (head-quarters)  will  have 
of  subalterns  only  one  left.     I  mention  this,  my  Lord,  to  shov 
how  very  deficient  we  are  in  officers,  and  how  much  the  number 
now  necessary  upon  Norfolk  Island  embarrasses  the  duty  to  be 
done  here. 

I  must  beg  permission,  my  Lord,  to  make  one  observation  more 
relative  to  Norfolk  Island.  Should  it  so  happen  that  Lieut- 
Governor  King  may  not  recover  his  health  so  fast  as  to  be  capable 
of  again  returning  to  his  command  in  this  part  of  the  world,  I 
hope  in  that  case  that  a  successor  may  be  appointed  as  early  as  it 
may  be  thought  proper.  I  express  this  hope,  my  Lord,  from  an 
opinion  that  the  changing  the  commanding  officer  as  often  as  tbe 
relief  of  the  military  party  doing  duty  there  becomes  necesaary 
may  very  much  derange  the  general  regulations  hitherto  established 
on  the  island  ;  but  this  I  submit  to  your  Grace's  consideration. 

I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter 


state  of  the 
colony. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

My  Lord,  20th  August,  1796. 

The  different  papers  which  I  forward  to  your  Grace  by  this 
conveyance  will,  I  hope,  serve  to  shew,  in  as  clear  a  manner  ae 
possible,  the  real  state  of  this  colony.  I  have  endeavoured  to 
compress,  into  as  little  room  as  it  could  be  done,  the  necessary 
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information,  in  order  that  your  Grace  might  not  have  much  trouble       1706 
in  acquiring  that  knowledge  of  our  circumstances  which  you  might     oq  au;; 
deaire  ;  but  should  it  hereafter  be  thought  that  a  more  minute 
manner  of  detailing  the  differant  particulars  would  be  more  satis- 
&Mstory,  it  will  only  require  that  I  should  receive  your  Grace  s 
commands  for  that  purpose.     Everything  which  may  relate  to  the 
eaqiences  of  the  settlement  I  am  aware  cannot  be  too  clearly 
accounted  for,  and  in  that  particular  I  am  hopeful  we  have  not 
been  deficient. 

In  a  former  letter*  I  had  occasion  to  mention  the  necessity  I  Scirdty  of 
found  myself  imder,  in  consequence  of  the  scai*city  of  artificers,  and  ^"' 
the  want  of  public  buildings  indispensably  requisite  for  the  pre- 
servation of  our  crops  and  other  essential  purposes,  of  hiring  all 
the  soldiers  and  other  free  people  I  could  find ;  by  this  step  we  shall 
have,  though  unavoidably  incurred,  some  expence.  I  must,  how- 
ever, continue  to  employ  all  I  can  meet  with  until  I  get  those  works 
Gompleated,  which  we  cannot  possibly  do  without,  amongst  which 
are  two  windmills.  All  other  buildings  which  may  be  dispensed 
^th  for  some  time  longer  I  shall  leave  unattempted  until  the 
strength  of  the  colony  may  enable  us  to  get  forward  without 
increasing  the  public  expences.  That  your  Gi*ace  may  be  enabled 
to  form  some  judgment  of  our  wants  in  this  particular,  I  transmit 
a  list  of  public  buildings  at  this  time  exceedingly  wanted,  and  the 
reasons  for  such  wants.! 

In  this  place  I  shall  only  remark  to  your  Grace,  i*elative  to  the  Unsuituuio 
colony  in  general,  that  had  we  been  fortunate  in  tlie  choice  of  *®^^*®"- 
those  who  have  been  permitted  to  settle,  two-thirds  of  that  number 
would  now  have  been  perfectly  independant;  but  concerned  am  I 
to  say,  my  Lord,  that  we  have  been  particularly  unlucky  in  our 
selection.     In  order  to  the  gaining  that  information  or  knowledge 
of  the  characters  who  compose  our  settlers  which  it  is  necessary  I 
should  possess,  I  very  lately  directed  two  of  the  civil  officers  of 
the  settlement,  in  their  character  as  magistrates,  to  pay  a  sudden 
and  unexpected  visit  to  all  the  different  districts,  to  examine  the  a  tour  of 
farms  and  to  make  such  enquiries  as  I  had  desired.     By  this  stop  *"^^*^  *^"' 
I  am  enabled  to  lay  before  your  Grace  the  inclosed  j^aper,  I  which 
is  the  result  of  those  enquiries,  and  serves  to  shew  the  idleness  or 
industry  of  the  settlers  generally  in  each  district. 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  remark  that  those  who  have  Free  \/ 

Ijeen  sent  out  by  Government  as  free  settlers  have  generally  turned  ***^**'"- 
cmt  very  ill-qualified  for  farmers  in  this  country.    It  appears  to  be 
a  life  for  wliich  very  few  of  them  are  adapted,  either  from  ability 
or  inclination,  because  it  requires  much  labour  and  very  consider- 
able diligence.    They  come  here  too  with  expectations  which  cannot  Sent  out  by 
be  gratified,  and,  as  they  inform  me,  with  a  promise  from  Govern-  Sent™ 
ment  which  we  have  not  the  power  of  fulfilling ;  nor  are  they 
satisfied  with  that  assistance  which  we  are  able  to  afibrd  them. 

*  Ante,  p.  90.  f  Endonire  No.  1.  t  Enclosure  No.  2. 
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Live  stock. 


Spirituous 
liquors. 


Smuggling. 


Retailing 
spirits. 


A  duty  on 
spirits. 


They  have  more  than  once  signified  to  me  that  they  understood 
Government  was  particularly  desirous  of   having  a  number  of 
respectable  settlers  sent  out,  and  with  that  view,  and  the  flattering 
promises  made  them,  they  had  offered  themselves.    I  wish  I  could 
with  truth  say  that  we  had  many  who  came  within  the  respectable 
description  they  have  alluded  to  ;   it  would  have  been  highly 
advantageous  to  the  colony,  for  witli  common  industry  and  atten- 
tion I  hesitate  not  to  say  that  our  land  will  yield  well.     Our  live 
stock  thrive  well,  and  increase  fast ;  but  that  is  at  present  chiefly 
in  the  hands  of  Government,  and  of  the  officers,  civil  and  military, 
fortunately  so,  because  they  know  its  value,  and  are  careful  to 
preserve  it.     The  settlers  have  more  than  once  killed  what  they 
received  from  Government — every  reduction   of   the  ration  of 
animal  food  occasioned  the  destruction  of  what  might  then  have 
been  in  their  possession  ;  it  is  therefore  to  be  wished  that  we  may 
not,  if  possible,  be  again  reduced  low  in  the  article  of  salt  provi- 
sion, as  most  of  the  settlers  have  again  began  to  rear  pigs  and 
poultry. 

Spirituous  liquors,  having  found  their  way  into  the  colony  irm. 
considerable  quantities,  occasion  much  idleness  amongst  many  of 
the  settlers ;  but  I  must  confess  have  nevertheless  some  advan— 
tages.     Much  work  will  be  done  by  labourers,  artificers,  and 
others  for  a  small  reward  in  this  article,  and  (without  any  injuiy 
to  health)  which  money  could  not  purchase.     I  have  taken  everjT 
step  in  my  power  to  prevent  the  smuggling  of  spirits  from  ship^ 
to  the  shore  ;  but  ineffectually,  notwithstanding  the  having  8^ 
guard  on  board.     I  have,  however,  to  put  a  stop  to  the  greats 
inconvenience  of  having  every  little  hut  a  settling-house  for  th^ 
retailing  spirits,  issued  very  strict  orders*  against  it,  and  altho'  th© 
destruction  of  the  house  of  the  offender  was  a  part  of  the  punish- 
ment, and  did  actually  take  place  in  some  instances,  it  did  not; 
effectually  prevent  it.     I  have  now  found  it  necessary  to  grant 
in  each  district  a  certain  number  of  licenses  for  retailing  spirits 
under   strict  regulations,  which  appear  to  answer  the  purpose 
well,  prevent  much  intoxication,  and  seem  to  give  general  satis- 
faction. 

To  prevent  the  importation  of  spirits  entirely,  my  Lord,  is  n^^* 
to  an  impossibility,  unless  I  had  more  assistance  to  depend  o^/ 
nor  do  I  think  it  necessary  for  the  reasons  above  stated  that>     ^^ 
should  be  wholly  prohibited  ;  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  ttb  ^1 
soon  be  found  necessary  to  lay  a  duty  upon  its  importation^ 
regulation  which  might  serve  to  defray  some  part  of  the  exper^^^ 
of  the  civil  establishment  of  the  colony, 

I  have  already  observed  that  much  labour  is  often  obtained  ^^J 
a  small  gratification  in  the  article  of  spirits,  and  in  some  otl^^** 
articles,  which,  altho'  commonly  considered  as  luxuries,  are  nC^'"'' 
from  long  habit  become   necessaries.     Every  labouring  persCF^ 

•  Ante,  pp.  10,  S6,  52 
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whether  working  for  the  public  or  for  private  individualK,   is      1796 
regulated  in  liis  hours  of  labour  by  the  working-hours  established     20  Aiv. 
by  Goremment,  and  each  by  this  regulation  has  a  cei'tain  pro-       — 
portion  of  time  to  himself,  during  which  he  can  let  himself  out  hourl!"'* 
to  hire.     By  this  mode  of  dispensing  of  his  extra  hours  he  pur- 
chases the  enjoyment  of  those  little  luxuries  which  he  has  in  the  purohMin^ 
course  of  his  life  been  now  and  then  in  the  habit  of  receiving,  i^xwrie.*. 
This  is  the  manner,  my  Lord,  in  which  officers  and  others  who 
could  afibrd  to  be  at  an  extra  expence  have  got  so  forward  witii 
their  farms  and  hare  preserved  their  live  stock.     It  is  not  by  an 
extra  allowance  of  the  common  slop  cloathing  or  the  provision 
issued  from  the  public  store  that  this  labour  is  to  be  obtained,  for  Enmior. 
those  men^  as  well  as  women,  who  have  been  some  time  here,  and  "**"*^JL 
particularly  those  whose  term  is  expired,  and  who  are  disposed  to 
vork,  aspire  to  a  better  kind  of  dress,  and  are  desirous  of  in- 
dulging with  their  tea  and  sugar,  as  well  as  the  gratification  of  a 
little  tobacco  and  spirits  at  times,  which  whilst  thus  applied  with 
moderation  is  certainly  not  ill-employed.     In  the  hire  of  artificers 
also  when  wanted  on  the  public  account  much  expence  would  be 
saved,  as  well  as  more  satisfaction  given  to  the  workman,  were 
ve  in  possession  of  many  of  those  little  luxuries  so  much  sought 
after. 

You  will  pardon  me,  my  Lord,  for  entering  upon  those  little  An 
considerations  ;  but  it  proceeds  from  an  opinion  that  your  Grace  ®'''*^*"*****"- 
should  receive  every  iniormation  that  can  enable  you  to  form  the 
most  correct  judgment  of  everything  which  is  in  any  way  con- 
nected with  the  good  or  welfare  of  a  settlement  so  immediately 
under  your  Grace's  direction. 

I  cannot  close  this  without  saying  that  the  erection  of  the 
public  buildings  herein  mentioned  is  so  arduous  a  work,  as  well 
as  so  indispensably  necessary,  that  I  have  been  obliged  to  make 
another  reduction  of  two  men  from  each  officer's  farm,  and  one  Servants 
from  others  who  have  hitherto   been   allowed  some  assistance,  Sb«™  aiij 
exclusive  of  that  mentioned  in  my  letter  herewith  forwarded,  others. 
All  the  convicts  now  on  the  hands  of  the  public  are  now  employed 
in  those  necessary  works,  and  not  in  agriculture,  so  that  we  must 
depend  on  the  fiirms  of   the  officers,  settlers,  and  others  who 
employ  themselves  in  that  way ;  and  this  I  feel'  no  immediate 
concern  at,  because  I  can  depend  on  their  industry. 

I  have,  <fec., 

Jno.  Hunter. 

[Enclosure  No.  1.1 

List  of  Public  Buildings  much  wanted,  August,  1796. 

At  Sydney.  Reasons  for  such  wants. 

A  large  granary  for  the  recep-         None  having  yet  been  built, 
tion  <d  wheat  and  maize. 
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Public 
buildings 
required  at 
Sydney. 


V  y  ^ 


At 
Parr&matta. 


At  the 

Hawkea- 

burj-. 


At  Sydney, 

One  large  and  strong  storehouse 
for  the  security  of  our  salt  provi- 
sions. 

A  church. 


A  court-house. 


/ 


LiBTof  Public  Buildings  much  wanted,  August^  1796 — conlintietL 

Reasons  for  such  tmnts. 

Those  formerly  built  being  too  small, 
and  frequent  robberies  have  convinced 
us  that  they  are  too  slight. 

None  having  yet  been  built,  except  a 
temporary  thatch 'd  house  erected  by  the 
cleigyman. 

No  building  yet  appropriated  for  the 
assembling  a  Court  in. 

The  present  too  small  and  inoon- 
venieut  for  his  business. 

That  already  built  having  been  given 
in  lease  for  fourteen  years  by  the  late 
Lieutenant-Governor  to  the  officer  who 
succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  mili- 
tary. 

Those  formerly  built  entirely  decay'd. 

None  yet  erected. 

Not  sufficient  room  in  those  already 
built. 

The  present  too  small  for  our  numben, 
and  too  slight  to  secure  prisoners  such 
as  we  have  to  manage. 

The  present  decaying  fast. 

Much  wanted  to  save  them  from  oer* 
tain  ruin. 


A  house  for  the  Judge-Advo- 
cate. 

A  house  for  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor. 


Houses  for  the  assistant  sur- 
geons and  Deputy  Commissary. 
A  windmill. 
Two  additional  barracks. 


A  strong  prison. 


A  better  and  larger  hospital. 
A  public  school  for  the  care  and 
education  of  children. 

At  ParramcUta, 

A  large  granary  for  the  recep- 
tion of  wheat. 
A  church. 

A  windmill  or  two. 

A  stronc  prison. 

A  school  for  children. 

At  the  Hatckesbury, 

A  large  granary  for  the  recep- 
tion of  wheat  and  maize. 

A  large  and  strong  storehouse. 

A  barrack  for  the  military  doing 
duty  here. 

A  wind  or  water  mill. 

A  strong  prison. 

A  small  hospital. 


Not  yet  built ;  foundation  of  one  lunr 
laying. 

Having  no  place  for  divine  service  bat 
any  that  which  may  happen  to  be  empty. 

Two  will  be  necessary  here,  becaue 
our  largest  farms  are  in  this  district. 

For  the  reasons  above, 
do.  do. 


Foundation  of  one  now  laying. 

The  present  too  slight  to  be  secure. 
The  present  a  miserable  building. 


For  the  convenience  of  this  distriek 
For  the  reasons  already  given. 
The  distance  from  hence  to  the  nearest 
hospital  being  20  miles. 

All  the  buildings  herein  mentioned  are  exceedingly  wanted, 

but  the  great  scarcity  of  artificers  will  render  their  completion  a 

work  of   considerable   time  and  much  difficulty.     Such  as  are 

indispensably  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  our  crops  will,  of 

course,  be  the  first  attended  to. 

Jno.  Hunteb* 
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81 


B 

c 


-5 


II 


a 

9 
if 


«  .22 

is 


& 

«• 

9 

jg 

• 

3 

i 

i 

00 

» 

o 

• 

Sr 

9b 

3 

s 

JS 

<» 

^ 

04 

•^S-s  c  X  2 

■    -1  aj*M  *S 


3 


C'S  o^ 


V.5 


is      8      &    $    ;3 


S 


Of 


52    8       i 

4 


• 

'•> 

^ 

• 

• 

• 

• 

•M 

lO 

3 

O 

£ 

• 

• 

• 

• 

C'l 

^ 

90 

"< 

<8 

»-4 

91 

s 

3S 

s 

3  5 


J2       8    ?    S 

eo  ^64 


CO      p  "o  i"  2  g 


S  B  ex 


c 


o 
o 


e 


Z     er.  c 


5    5    5       5    ^ 


S    3S     o 

r-     I--     -^ 

r^        rH        ^ 


rl         CO 


i^i^ 


•a 
s 


"C  c  S  S  * 


n    $ 


«■! 


S 


2 


I 


o 
« 

®^ 

>  JS 

»  >> 


-'111  11 


9  «  o  O  CTI 


•"♦•"lis  ^  J* 


1706 

g       20  Aug. 

^    General 
^   itateofthe 
PQ   sottlemenU. 

O 


O*""  ^  J3  **  *• 


e 

o 


« 

s 

4) 

•a 
.2 


TOIk  III — ^F 


/3JS* 
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**^  ^^nr  aouxs  ruiss- 

^^„  0f  (iie  snudl  quMtitr  of^ik  J"  w/brm/on  «A«t  from  the 

Jw.  Palmer. 

Gov«..o«  HrK«H  TO  Thk  D«;«  op  Pohti^^ 

Xr  IM  ®^'^''*'^'  ^'«'^  South  Wales, 

Hie  amount  of  th*.  v««v....,  i,     ^^*^  -A^ugust,  1796. 

^^«  for  the  use  of  SL'SrTJ"'"  ^^''^  ''^^  ^^^  been 
^^der.ble.andnotwithstaS^h^O^.'".^  '^'"^  ^  it.  being 
^"^u"^  '^ereof  will  iTSiSS  Knf'^^'«^'«*^«f  «>: 

^Ihop^and^t  be  found clearMdl«L*^"T*y*'^*«'  *°d 

b*«  «  «!«•'  »  desire  that  your  Gr^^^lf^^^'  ^  'nevertheless 

^„d  s»t«fectorily  a«  possible  tt,eS  J?  ^  '^*l«'\*«''d  as  clearly 

<„*  Iniust  beg  perS>n  tTstate  ^^J^^  ?*  *''*^  «^i»«4 

''J'trf  ?*^^^«™'«riyi«^SdoE"'"^/^~'"  ^^«''<«  ttey 

Jik*'-':  ^^  "burred,  as  wK  tife  K^^^!":<^'-^*heexpenci 

^..stemed  by  the  unfortunate  dliv  L  ?^«'''"''!*.  ">*y  P«>bably  be 

^uJding,  so  essentiaUy  neceesar^     v™    n*^*^  ^'^  **»<»«  Public 

Vw^K*^**"  conld  the^SassJZ^T  ^"^  pardonme  if 

j^»jesty  had  thought  proner  ahn!?f     "*  **^  *^«  P«"on  whom  hi« 

^A'  colony  been  the  S^f^ny^fr'^  **»  '^'  goverauTt  ^ 

Bj  the  Comniissii.i^= 
^idemble  part  ^^Hh!^   *«»unt8  it  will  be  observA^  *i,  . 
i>»e  P«n!>ro  tl  ^^''^  *™  ««» account  5SJJl**  T^' 
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India,  chartered  before  my  time,  is  also  to  be  paid  by  bills  in  my      1790 
nazne.    This  brief  statement  will  be  found  circumstantially  noticed     26  Anr. 
in  the  Commissary's  accounts. 

As  the  Commissary  has  obtained  leave  to  return  to  England  ^^^!^' 
npon  his  private  business,  he  will  be  present  to  explain  an3rthing 
relative  to  his  books  which  may  require  it ;  and  it  will  be  highly 
satisfftctory  to  me  that  he  should  have  an  opportunity,  in  case  his 
Touchers  should  not  be  as  simple,  as  perfect,  and  clear  as  could  be 
desired.  I  have,  <lbc., 

Jno.  Hunter. 

P.S. — ^I  beg  leave  to  observe,  my  Lord,  that  I  trust  the  ex^nces  ^**^**i 
of  the  colony  will  not  be  found  to  be  so  great  in  the  next  as  it  expense, 
has  been  during  the  last  year.  The  quantity  of  maize  now  on 
the  hands  of  (rovemment  will,  it  is  highly  probable,  render  the 
purchase  of  that  article  in  quantity  considerably  less,  if  not  wholly 
unnecessary ;  in  that  case,  settlers  and  others  who  raise  that  kind 
of  grain  will  be  obliged  to  apply  it  to  the  feeding  of  live  stock — 
a  circumstance  which  will  prove  highly  advantageous  to  the 
colony. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord,  25th  August,  1796. 

Professing  to  lay  before  your  Grace  by  this  conveyance  as 
oompleat  an  account  of  this  colony  as  it  may  be  in  my  power  to 
make  out,   it  becomes  necessary   that  I  should   say  something 
further  on  the  subject  of  your  Grace's  letter  of  the  10th  of  June, 
179.5*  (No.  1),  in  which  your  disapprobation  of  the  measure  pur- 
sued by  Ijieut.-Govemor  Grose  relative  to  the  number  of  men 
allowed  to  officers  was  particularly  marked.      In  my  letter  No.  pon^^c* 
It  I  had,  previously  to  the  receipt  of  your  Grace's  letter  above  allowed  to 
alluded  to,  mentioned  that  I  approved  of  the  Lieut. -Governor's  *»*<*"■ 
regulation  in  this  instance,  and  had  continued  it,  and  in  my  letter 
Na  9  J  in  reply  to  that  particular  part  of  your  Grace's  I  mentioned 
the  consequences  which  must  ensue  to  the  colony  if  I  withdrew 
that  assistance  from  those  farms ;  but  being  extremely  anxious  to 
fulfill  the  instructions  contained  in  the  above  letter,  as  far  as  it 
could  be  done  consistently  with  the  immediate  interest  and  pros- 
perity of  the  settlement,  I  had  signified  to  the  officers  generally  Th«  offloera 
my  concern  at  the  necessity  I  found  of  depriving  them  of  those     *"™   * 
labourers  who  had  been  for  some  time  allowed  them.     In  conse- 
quence of  this  information  I  received  the  inclosed  letter,  No.  1, 
from  the  officers  of  the  civil  department,  and  also  a  similar  one 
from  the  military.     These  representations,  and  the  reasons  I  have 
ui^ged  in  my  former  letter  for  wishing  to  continue  this  assistance 
as  &r  as  it  could  be  done,  induced  me  to  offer  to  those  gentlemen 

*  Vol  il,  p.  802.  t  lb.,  p.  328.  }  Ante,  p.  40. 
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1796  COMHISSART  PaLMER  TO   CaPTAIN  MaCARTHUR. 

24  Aug.         Dear  Sir,  Sydney,  24th  August,  1796. 

His  Excellency  has  desired  me  to  inform  you  that  from  the 

The  stock  of  return  of  the  small  quantity  of  nails  now  remaining  in  the  public 

stores  that  he  cannot  comply  with  your  request.    He  has  further 

said  that  he  has  no  objections  to  your  having  some  brads  if  they 

#  will  answer  your  purpose ;  also,  that  you  may  have  some  slops  for 

your  people.  I  am,  <&c., 

Jno.  Palmer. 


nftfls. 


26  Aug. 

Ways  and 
meana. 


Public 
buildings. 


Expenses  of 

Norfolk 

Uland. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

My  Lord,  25th  August,  1796. 

The  amount  of  the  various  sums  for  which  bills  have  been 
drawn  for  the  use  of  this  colony,  since  my  arrival  in  it,  being 
considerable,  and  notwithstanding  the  Commissary's  accounts  of  the 
expenditure  thereof  will  be  transmitted  by  this  conveyance,  and 
will  I  hope  and  trust  be  found  clear  and  satisfactory,  I  nevertheless 
have  so  great  a  desire  that  your  Grace  should  understand  as  clearly 
and  satisfactorily  as  possible  the  real  occasion  of  those  expences, 
that  I  must  beg  permission  to  state  generally  from  whence  they 
likely  arise.  I  have  formerly  pointed  out  to  your  Grace  the  expences 
likely  to  be  incurred,  as  well  as  the  loss  which  may  probably  be 
sustained  by  the  unfortunate  delay  in  the  erecting  of  those  public 
buildings  so  essentially  necessary.  Your  Grace  will  pardon  me  if 
I  observe  that,  could  the  embarrassment  of  the  person  whom  his 
Majesty  had  thought  proper  should  succeed  to  the  government  of 
this  colony  been  the  wish  of  any,  it  could  not  more  effectually  have 
taken  place.  I  have  every  possible  difficulty  to  encounter,  but  I 
trust  I  have  also  perseverance  to  surmount  th^m ;  nor  should  I 
at  this  time  have  named  them,  or  in  any  way  noticed  them  to 
your  Grace,  were  it  not  for  the  expence  which  is  so  unavoidably 
occasioned  by  them. 

By  the  Commissary's  accounts  it  will  be  observed  that  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  expences  are  on  account  of  Norfolk  Island — 
some  part  from  the  necessity  of  purchasing  various  articles  in- 
dispensably requisite  for  the  use  of  the  colony  from  ships  calling 
here,  who,  taking  the  advantage  of  our  wants,  have  been  exorbitant 
in  their  prices ;  others  from  the  constant  wages  given  to  artificers 
of  different  descriptions  for  the  various  works  to  be  performed — 
the  sums  paid  for  wheat  and  maize  of  the  last  year's  growth ; 
and  also,  latterly,  the  purchase  of  a  flock  of  goats  from  an  officer 
returning  home,  intended  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  so  much 
valuable  stock,  and  for  the  purpose  of  fulfilling  the  promises  of 
Government  to  many  settlers — ^the  hire  of  the  ship  Britannia  to 
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India,  chartered  before  my  time,  is  also  to  be  paid  by  bills  in  my      1790 
name.    This  brief  statement  will  be  found  circumstantially  noticed     26  Aug, 
in  the  Commissary's  accounts. 

As  the  Commissary  has  obtained  leave  to  return  to  England  l^^^ 
upon  his  private  business,  he  will  be  present  to  explain  anything 
relative  to  his  books  which  may  reqidre  it ;  and  it  will  be  highly 
satisfactory  to  me  that  he  should  have  an  opportunity,  in  case  his 
vouchers  should  not  be  as  simple,  as  perfect,  and  clear  as  could  be 
desired.  I  have,  tkc, 

Jno.  Hunter. 

P.S. — I  beg  leave  to  observe,  my  Lord,  that  I  trust  the  exj^nces  ^^if***i 
of  the  colony  will  not  be  found  to  be  so  great  in  the  next  as  it  expense, 
has  been  during  the  last  year.  The  quantity  of  maize  now  on 
the  hands  of  Gfovemment  will,  it  is  highly  probable,  render  the 
purchase  of  that  article  in  quantity  considerably  less,  if  not  wholly 
unnecessary ;  in  that  case,  settlers  and  others  who  raise  that  kind 
of  grain  will  be  obliged  to  apply  it  to  the  feeding  of  live  stock — 
a  circumstance  which  will  prove  highly  advantageous  to  the 
colony.  

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord,  25th  August,  1796. 

Professing  to  lay  before  your  Grace  by  this  conveyance  as 
compleat  an  account  of  this  colony  as  it  may  be  in  my  power  to 
make  out,  it  becomes  necessary   that  I  should   say  something 
further  on  the  subject  of  your  Grace's  letter  of  the  10th  of  June, 
1795*  (No.  1),  in  which  your  disapprobation  of  the  measure  pur- 
sued by  Lieut.-Govemor  Grose  relative  to  the  number  of  men 
allowed  to  officers  was  particularly  marked.      In  my  letter  No.  Convict 
It  I  had,  previously  to  the  receipt  of  your  Grace's  letter  above  allowed  to 
alluded  to,  mentioned  that  I  approved  of  the  Lieut. -Governor's  ®®<*"' 
regulation  in  this  instance,  and  had  continued  it,  and  in  my  letter 
No.  9  J  in  reply  to  that  particular  part  of  your  Grace's  I  mentioned 
the  consequences  which  must  ensue  to  the  colony  if  I  withdrew 
that  assistance  from  those  farms ;  but  being  extremely  anxious  to 
fulfill  the  instructions  contained  in  the  above  letter,  as  far  as  it 
could  be  done  consistently  with  the  immediate  iniierest  and  pros- 
perity of  the  settlement,  I  had  signified  to  the  officers  generally  The  offlcen 
my  concern  at  the  necessity  I  found  of  depriving  them  of  those     *'"*   * 
labourers  who  had  been  for  some  time  allowed  them.     In  conse- 
quence of  this  information  I  received  the  inclosed  letter,  No.   1, 
from  the  officers  of  the  civil  department,  and  also  a  similar  one 
from  the  militaiy.     These  representations,  and  the  reasons  I  have 
urged  in  my  former  letter  for  wishing  to  continue  this  assistance 
as  fait  as  it  could  be  done,  induced  me  to  ofifer  to  those  gentlemen 

*  Veil.  U,  p.  802.  t  lb.,  p.  328.  }  Ante,  p^  40. 
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1700      the  inclosed  plan,  No.  2,  which  I  submit  to  your  Grace's  consider- 

26  Aug.     ation.     At  present  I  have  only  to  say  that  such  regulation  has 

— -       taken  place,  and  will  continue  only  until  the  improvement  of  th& 

plan.  different  farms  may  enable  the  possessors  to  take  off  the  hands 

of  the  public  the  labourers  they  have  been  indulged  with,  or  until 

I  receive  your  Grace's  further  commands  on  this  subject. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  understand  that  what  I  have  done  in  this 
matter  has  not  been  disapproved  by  your  Grace. 

I  have,  <S;c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 

[Encloanre.] 
The  Civil  Officers  to  Governor  Hunter. 
Sir,  Sydney,  25th  February,  1796. 

The  civil  As  it  is  well-known  that  we  whose  names  are  hereunto  sub- 

Uietr^^.  scribed  have  been  at  much  private  expence  in  clearing  and  culti- 
vating the  allotments  of  ground  which  have  been  granted  to  us, 
and  that  we  have  on  all  occasions  used  our  utmost  exertions  to 
raise  grain  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  interest  of  the  settle- 
ment, by  endeavouring  to  render  the  importation  of  that  article 
from  any  other  quarter  unnecessary : 

This,  however,  we  should  not  have  been  able  to  accomplish  but 
for  the  very  liberal  allowance  of  men,  which  have  been  victualled 
from  the  public  store,  and  suffered  to  remain  in  our  employ. 

Aid  received  We  take  this  opportunity  of  assuring  your  Excellency  that  no 
Govern-  exertions  of  ours  shall  ever  be  wanting  to  strengthen  the  hands 
inent  of  Government,  and  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  settlement  by 

such  means  as  shall  be  in  our  power. 

It  has  been  reported  that  our  having  been  allowed  the  number 
of  men  we  are  at  present  indulged  with  has  not  met  the  approba- 
tion of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  and  that  in  future  two  servants  as 
domestics  can  only  be  continued  to  us,  unless  we  chose  to  main- 
tain and  cloath  more. 

We  are  all  of  us  much  inclined  and  perfectly  ready  to  do  every- 
thing in  our  power  to  lessen  the  public  expence,  and  we  sub- 
mit to  you  the  two  following  proposals  for  that  purpose,  which 
An  offer  we  hope  will  meet  with  your  Excellency's  approbation: — 1st.  On 
officon.^  account  of  the  great  scarcity  of  cattle  useful  in  agriculture,  it  is 
by  manual  labour  only  we  can  possibly  continue  in  cultivation 
the  lands  we  have  alreadv  cleared,  and  if  that  assistance  which 
we  have  hitherto  been  indulged  with  be  totally  withdrawn  we 
shall  be  under  the  unavoidable  necessity  of  letting  our  lands  lie 
fallow,  which  must  be  obvious  to  your  Excellency  will  greatly 
injure  the  prosperity  of  these  settlements.  We  therefore  agree 
to  take  a  certain  number  of  men,  according  to  the  present  state 
of  the  cultivation  of  our  respective  farms,  to  be  victualled  and 
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•cloathed  at  oar  expence.     2nd.  As  the  late  reduced  ration  of  the      1796 
colony  compelled  us  to  kill  the  greatest  part  of  our  live  stock,     25  Aap. 
several  of  us  cannot  as  yet  support  these  men  with  animal  food,       — 
nor  find  them  cloathing.    Should  it  meet  your  Excellency's  appro-  oitenMtive. 
bation  to  allow  us  to  draw  animal  food  and  cloathing  for  them, 
we  pledge  ourselves  to  turn  into  his  Majesty's  stores  an  equivalent 
proportion  of  grain. 

At  a  future  period,  when  our  stock  is  increased,  and  our  farms  Their 
are  in  a  more  suivanced  state  of  cultivation,  it  is  our  intention  to  j^^lj^ts. 
lessen  the  public  expence  by  maintaining  an  additional  number  of 
men. 

We  leave  it  entirely  to  your  Excellency's  consideration  what 
farther  assistance  you  may  think  proper  to  indulge  us  with  from 
the  statement  of  the  above  circumstances. 

Professing  the  greatest  respect  and  attachment  for  your  Excel- 
lency, and  warmest  zeal  for  the  benefit  of  his  Majesty's  serWce, 
in  which  we  are  all  mutually  engaged,  we  beg  leave  to  subscribe 
ourselves,  <kc.     (Signed  by  the  ofiicers  of  the  Civil  Department.) 

[Enclosure  Xo.  2.] 

Plan  for  Reducing  the  Number  op  Labourers  allowed  to 
Officers  and  maintained  at  the  Public  Expence. 

1st.  Each  officer  hitherto  allowed  thirteen  men,  viz.,  three  for  The 
domestic  purposes  and  ten  for  clearing  and  cultivating  land,  to  be  ^SbJ^w  "  ^' 
reduced  two  men,  and  to  take  two  off  the  public  store ;  but  if  his  reduced, 
farm  is  extensive,  and  in  good  cultivation,  he  is  either  to  maintian 
three  or  be  reduced  three,  instead  of  two. 

2nd.  Those  whose  farms  are  not  in  such  improved  state  as  will 
admit  of  their  maintaining  any  are  to  be  reduced  in  their  numbers 
four.  J.H. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord,  26th  August,  1796.         aeAug. 

I  am  concerned  to  have  to  report  to  your  Grace  the  deatli 
of  Mr.  Henry  Brewer,*  the  Provost-Marshal  of  this  settlement.  SjJJ22^'^**  ^ 
He  was,  when  I  arrived  in  the  colony,  in  so  weak  a  state  of 
health,  and  so  wholly  incapable  of  duty,  as  to  render  it  necessary 
for  me  to  appoint  some  respectable  and  active  person  to  do  the 
duties  of  that  office,  which,  allow  me  to  say,  my  Lord,  are  in  this 
country  very  considerable ;  and  as  the  person  occupying  that 
station  is  so  immediately  under  the  notice  and  direction  of  the 
Judge-Advocate  of  the  colony,  I  have  had  recourse  to  his  recom- 
mendation of  a  well-qualified  person. 

Mr.  Thomas  Smytht  I  have  appointed  to  officiate  until  your  ThomM 
Grace's  pleasure  shall  be  known.     He  has  been  bred  in  the  Army,  iySej*^ 

*  Ante,  p.  38  (noteX  f  Ante,  p.  37  (noteX 
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and  served  long  in  his  Majesty's  marine  corps.  He  has  done  the 
duty  of  his  present  appointment  so  very  highly  to  my  satisfaction, 
and  with  so  much  spirit  and  activity,  that  I  beg  to  recommend 
him  to  your  Grace  as  a  very  fit  officer  for  that  station  in  this 
settlement.  This  circumstance  renders  it  convenient  to  remind 
your  Grace  that,  having  a  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature  established 
upon  Norfolk  Island,  an  officer  as  provost-marshal  becomes  a 
necessary  appointment  there.  I  will  therefore  mention  that  Mr. 
Fane  Edge,*  who  was  appointed  to  that  office  by  Governor  Phillip 
in  1791,  still  does  that  duty  on  the  island,  without  confirmation^ 
and  without  salary  ;  and,  as  I  have  always  understood  that  Mr. 
Edge  has  acquitted  himself  well  in  that  office,  I  beg  to  say  that 
he  merits  some  consideration  for  his  past  services,  as  well  as  a 
confirmation  of  his  appointment. 

It  would  be  improper  in  me  to  omit,  upon  so  good  an  opportunity, 
inclosing  to  your  Grace  the  recommendation  of  [liieutenant]  Gover- 
nor King  for  an  allowance  to  Mr.  John  Drummond,  appointed  to 
attend  as  beach-master.  I  will  only  assure  you,  my  Lord,  that  the 
necessity  of  such  an  appointment  upon  that  island  I  am  too  well 
acquainted  with  from  my  own  unfortunate  experience  not  to  agree 
perfectly  with  [Lieutenant]  Governor  King  in  the  advantage 
attending  its  being  allowed.  To  be  placed  on  the  footing  of  a 
superintendant  of  convicts  would,  I  apprehend,  be  considered  as 
an  adequate  provision. 

I  have  now  to  report  to  your  Grace  that  Captain  William 
Paterson,  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  from  a  tedious  and 
painful  inflammation  in  his  right  eye,  has  been  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  desiring  permission  to  return  to  England,  least  from 
any  delay  in  the  procuring  of  that  advice  which  may  be  obtained 
there  he  be  wholly  deprived  of  the  use  of  that  organ.  He  has 
received  my  permission  to  return  for  that  purpose.  Lieut.  Abbott 
and  Lieut.  Clephan,  of  that  corps,  having  long  been  from  ill-health 
incapable  of  duty,  are  also  permitted  to  return.  This  reduces  the 
strength  of  the  corps  so  very  low  in  officers,  particularly  when  the 
detached  services  are  considered,  that  your  Grace  will  see  the 
necessity  of  a  recruit  of  officers  as  well  as  men. 

The  Commissary  will  avail  himself  of  the  leave  of  absence  sent 
out  to  him  some  time  past,  and  will  return  to  England  upon  his 
private  concerns.  1  therefore  appoint  a  Mr.  James  Williamson 
to  do  that  duty  until  the  Commissary's  return.  This  gentleman 
is  so  very  well  qualified  for  that  department  that  if  my  request 
that  an  additional  Deputy  Commissary  be  allowed  for  the  manage- 
ment of  that  business  at  Parramatta  and  the  Hawkesbury,  permit 
me,  my  Lord,  to  recommend  Mr.  Williamson  for  that  station. 

The  Judge- Advocate,  Captain  David  Collins,  having  long  ago 
obtained  his  Majesty's  permission  to  return  to  England,  now  goes 

*  Post,  p.  520. 
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in  the  Britannia.     Mr.  Richard  Atkins  was  directed  at  the  same       1798  ^ 

time  to  do  that  duty  until  his  return,  which,  for  the  good  of  the     ^  Aug. 
service  in  this  colony,  I  earnestly  hope  may  be  soon. 

I  have,  ($:c., 
Jno.  Hunter. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Sydney,  N.S.  Wales,  26th  Aug.,  1796. 

A  Court  of  Civil  Jurisdiction  having  taken  place  soon  after 
my  arrival  in  the  colony,  in  which  a  free  settler  was  plaintiff  and 
four  persons  of  the  mOitary  were  defendants  :• 

When  the  minutes  of  this  Court  were  laid  before  me,  I  thought  a  trial  in 
there  appeared  on  the  part  bf  the  defendants  so  very  mdecent  a  court^ 
degree  of  warmth,  and  a  consequent  want  of  that  respect  which  is  }/  ir   ^  ^ 

at  all  times  due  to  a  Court  of  Justice,  that  I  mentioned  at  the  time 
my  determination  to  send  the  whole  proceedings  to  England,  and 
to  lay  it  before  your  Grace,  and  also  to  request  that  I  might  be 
indulged  with  the  opinion  of  the  Crown  lawyers  upon  it.  This 
trial,  my  Lord,  was,  I  believe,  amongst  the  lirst  of  this  kind  which 
Iiad  happened  in  the  colony,  and  from  that  circumstance  occasioned 
considerable  bustle. 

After  the  Court  had  decided,  the  plaintiff  had  occasion  to  return, 
from  going  on  his  way  home,  and  to  claim  the  protection  of  the 
CV>urt  from  insult  and  violence. 

One  of  the  defendants  (a  private  soldier)  was  advised  by  his  An  appeal 
friends  to  appeal  from  the  verdict  of  tlie  Court.  I  say  advised,  my 
Hiord,  because  the  man  did  not  appear  to  me  to  know  the  meaning 
or  intention  of  an  appeal,  and  therefore  I  did  not  conceive  it  to 
fc)e  a  motion  of  his  own.  The  decision  on  that  appeal  is  herewith 
inclosed. 

I  cannot  allow  myself  to  close  a  letter  on  this  subject,  my  Lord, 
'without  taking  that  opportunity  of  observing  that  I  strongly  suspect 
there  are  some  person  or  persons  in  this  colony  (whose  situa-  AntatfonUm 
tions  are  probably  respectable)  extremely  inimical  to  the  necessary  ^wcr.*^^** 
influence  and  authority  of  the  civil  power,  and  to  that  respect 
'which  is  due  from  the  public  to  the  civil  magistrates. 

I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  mention  thus  much  that  it  might 
not  create  surprise  hereafter,  should  I,  contrary  to  my  wish  or 
inclination,  have  occasion  to  be  more  circumstjintial.  I  shall  be 
bappy  to  understand  that  we  have  not  in  the  present  instance 
been  deficient  in  that  attention  and  justice  which  is  due  to  all  who 
decently  and  respectfully  submit  their  claims  or  complaint  to  the 
decision  of  the  law.  I  must  farther  add,  my  Lord,  that  I  look 
forward  with  hope  that  the  time  may  not  be  far  distant  when  our 
Courts  will  be  settled  more  immediately  upon  the  plan  of  those  in  y  v/  l/(y 
our  mother  country.  I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 

*  The  drcumitances  of  this  case  are  detailed  in  a  footnote  on  p.  330  of  Vol.  ii. 
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aoAuff.  Verdict  on  case  above  alluded  to. 

The  Governor  then  delivered  his  opinion  in  the  following  words: — 

^*  ^Se2^  ^^  ^^  quite  unnecessary  for  me  to  make  any  observations  on  the 
arguments  urged  in  this  reply,  my  judgment  in  the  cause  being  all 
that  is  now  wanting. 

After  a  carefull  and  most  serious  investigation  of  the  minutes 

of  the  Court  of  Civil  Judicature,  before  whom  the  cause  between 

Partien  to     Mr.  John  Boston,  plaintiff,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Laycock,  Mr.  Neil 

*^'""**-       McKellar,  William  Faithfull,  and  William  Eaddy,  all  of  the  New 

«^  w  i^  ^        South  Wales  Corps,  defendants,  has  been  tried,  and  the  decision 

of  the  Court  in  that  cause,  from  which  decision  W^illiam  Faithfully 

one  of  the  defendants,  has  claimed  his  right  of  appeal  to  a  higher 

Court.     I  am  come  here  to  give  my  final  opinion  upon  that  cause — 

a  cause  which  I  conceive  to  be  of  considerable  importance  to  an 

infant  colony. 

I  have  already  said,  in  my  observations  upon  the  language  and 
opinions  held  forth  in  the  appeal,  all  that  I  conceived  necessary  to 
impress  upon  the  minds  of  those  who  may  have  been  present  a  due 
British  laws,  respect  for  those  laws  by  which  everyone  in  this  colony  is  protected 
in  his  person  and  property,  and  to  satisfy  all  who,  although  residing 
here  at  present,  may  hereafter  live  in  some  other  part  of  his  Majesty's 
dominions,  that,  however  distant  from  the  mother  country,  they  are 
nevertheless  under  the  protection  of  the  British  laws,  and  that  they 
are,  whatever  may  be  their  rank  or  profession,  amenable  to  them. 
I  have  not  lightly  passed  over  or  carelessly  perused  the  minutes 
of  the  Court  in  this  cause,  but  I  have  considered  in  the  most 
serious  manner  the  very  solemn  oath  which  I  took  before  I 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  my  office  in  this  country  that  I  wou'd 
see,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  the  most  perfect  justice  admin- 
istered to  all  his  Majesty's  subjects  residing  within  this  territory. 
The  ^  By  that  oath  T  am  now  to  be  governed,  and  by  the  different 
attitude.  evidence  I-  am  to  be  led  to  the  truth.  Were  my  knowledge  of 
law  equal  to  my  desire  of  justice,  and  my  powers  of  eloquence 
equal  to  my  love  of  truth,  and  if  I  were  at  this  moment  so  situated 
as  to  have  occasion  to  give  my  opinion  to  a  jury  who  were  to 
decide  in  this  cause,  I  should  have  much  to  say,  much  to  remark, 
on  some  part  of  the  evidence  given  upon  this  occasion. 

But,  as  I  stand  here,  forming  a  complete  Court  in  my  own 

person — a  situation  which,  I  confess,  I  do  not  envy,  but  from 

which  as  a  part  of  my  duty  I  will  never  shrink,  taking  justice  for 

my  object  and  conscience  for  my  guide — I  have  only,  therefore,  to 

He  uphoidi  satisfy  my  own  mind  haw  far  the  verdict  appeal'd  from  has  been 

the  verriict.  ^  j^^^  ^^^^     j^  ^'H  ^^  ^y^^^  account  be  wholly  unnecessary  in  me 

to  make  any  remarks  upon  the  evidence,  but  to  come  at  once  to 
the  point  of  decision,  which  I  do  by  declaring  that,  in  my  judg- 
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ment,  the  assault  complained  of  has  been  fully  proved,  and  that  I      1796 
do  not  only  confirm  the  verdict  already  found  by  the  Court  in     £6  Aug. 
which  this  cause  was  tried,  but  I  must  add  that  I  have  thought  it 
a  ienient  one.  Jno.  Hunter. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 
My  Lord,  Sydney,  N.S.  Wales,  27th  Aug.,  1796.         27Aii» 

The  many  distressed  objects  we  have  in  this  country  who  imaiidwi 
-ve  from  time  to  time  been  invalided  from  <he  military  service  •<**^«**- 
jiiire  that  I  should  use  some  means  for  having  them  returned  to 
tlicir  native  country,  where  it  is  not  improbable  that  some  few 
Qcisj  recover  so  far  as  to  be  again,  at  some  future  period,  capable  of 
^xm.tering  into  its  service. 

Several  officers  also,  whose  ill-health  renders  their  continuance 
loxiger  here  a  certain  bar  to  any  hope  of  recovery,  and  the  con- 
^ixaual  expence  as  well  as  burthen  to  this  colony  occasioned  by 
F^^TBons  sent  here  upon  salaries  who  have  not  yet  been  of  any  use,  Useiew 
^s:fe.d  who  having  served  the  time  contracted  or  agreed   for  by  ****^**^'*- 
^-*C3vemment  are  by  that  contract  to  be  sent  home  at  the  expence 
^^  Uie  Crown,  and  the  probability  of  a  continuance  of  this  useless 
^^t"|)ence,  unless  some  means  are  attempted  for  taking  it  off,  are 
^^^  together  considerations  which  have  operated  strongly  with  me 
making  the  contract,  which  I  have  now  to  lay  before  your  Grace. 
The  Britannia,  storeship,  which  had  lately  arrived  from  Bengal,  tiic 
d  had  been  discharged  from  his  Majesty's  service  in  order  tohireur"* 
|^^X)ceed  again  to  the  East  Indies,  where  a  cargo  for  England 
f^^-<i  been  promised,  but  no  written  agreement  having  been  entered 
^^^"to  for  that  purpose,  I  have  availed  myself  of  the  oifer  of  that 
^*^ip  to  sail  directly  for  England  in  his   Majesty's  service.     A 
^^py  of  the  charter  is  enclosed  for  your  Grace's  inspection,  and  I 
^^  hopeful,  my  Lord,  that  the  motives  which  have  induced  me  to 
^'^e  this  step,  and  the  saving  to  be  made  by  the  early  returning  of 
^Beless  people  to  England  is  considered,  I  shall  not  be  censured  for 
^he  means  I  have  used  to  exonerate  the  colony  of  the  burthen.* 

If  I  had  sent  the  sick  to  the  Cape  in  one  of  the  King's  ships, 
they  might  there  have  languished  in  great  distress  for  some  time 
Wore  any  opportunity  might  have  offered  for  their  conveyance  to 
their  native  country. 

The  different  officers  whose  names  I  have  mentioned  in  my  Officers 
letter  No.  16t  will  return  to  England  in  the  Britannia,  except  in  the 
Mr.  Palmer,  the  Commissary,  whose  assistance  will  be  so  very  ^f*'*""**^- 
necessary  in  making  the  purchasers  at  the  Cape,  whence  he  will 
take  his  passage  in  one  of  his  Majesty's  ships.     I  send  them 
thither  this  season  in  consequence  of  the  information  I  received 

*Th«  dbmrter  it  not  available.  The  Duke  of  Portland  disapproved  of  thin  expensive 
ipethod  of  conveyinir  in^'alid  offleem  to  EnRland.  See  his  letter  to  Hunter  ot  Slst  August, 
1797,  post,  pp.  296,  297  ;  and  Hunter's  somewhat  petulant  rejoinder,  post,  p.  380. 

t  Aoto,  p.  85. 
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27  Aug. 


Hunter 
and  the 
Chaplain. 


Johnson's 
position 
more  com'- 
fortahle. 


The 

attitude  of 
Mi^or 
Grose. 


by  the. ship  Marquis  Comwallis  that  that  port  was  in  the  possession 
of  his  Majesty's  forces,  and  in  obedience  to  that  part  of  my 
instructions  from  his  Majesty  which  relates  to  the  stocking  this 
colony  with  live  cattle.  I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  the  Bev.  J.  Kewton'^  to  the  Kev.  K. 

Johnson.  27th  August,  1796. 

I  HAD  for  some  time  been  anxious  to  hoar  of  the  new  €k)vemor'8 
arrival,  and  therefore  I  rejoiced  at  the  news,  especially  to  know 
that  he  heartily  gives  you  his  countenance  and  support.  You 
have  indeed  long  had  a  trying  post,  but  the  Lord  has  upheld  you 
and  taught  you  to  profit  by  it  And  now  I  hope  and  trust  your 
latter^s  will  be  your  best  days. 

The  Grovernor's  stated  attendance  at  church  in  the  forenoon,  and 
his  suppressing  needless  labour  on  the  Lord's  Day,  will,  I  trust, 
have  a  visible  good  effect  They  are  indeed  great  things,  and,  as 
you  say,  as  much  as  you  canliave  expected. 

As  your  outward  situation  becomes  more  comfortable,  the 
enemy  will  probably  change  his  ground  and  mode  of  attack.  If 
the  Lord  preserves  you  in  the  spirit  of  humble  dependanoe  upon 
Himself,  you  need  not  greatly  fear  what  either  men  or  devils  can 
do  against  you. 

I  believe  you  need  not  trouble  yourself  about  Major  G.  I  do 
not  think  he  has  done,  or  can  do,  you  any  harm ;  and  probably, 
though  you  have  reason  to  remember  him,  he  may  by  this  time  in 
a  manner  have  forgotten  you.  You  take  the  best  method  of 
relieving  your  own  mind  from  the  remembrance  of  his  injurious 
treatment,  and  the  best  method  of  retaliation,  by  praying  for  him. 

Your  letter  to  Mr.  Stokes  gave  a  pleasing  account  of  your 
garden  and  farm.  Methinks  I  see  you,  like  Abraham  and  Isaac, 
whom  the  Lord  blessed.  You  have  flocks,  if  not  herds,  chickens, 
and  pigs,  and  ducks,  and,  I  suppose,  men  servants  and  women 
servants.  J.  Newton. 


31  Ausr. 


The  British 
possessions 
at  the  CKpe, 


Live  stock  to 
he  procured 
from  the 
Cape. 


Governor  Hunter  to  Under  Secretary  Nepean. 
Sir,  Reliance,  Sydney  Cove,  N.S.  Wales,  31st  Aug.,  1796. 

The  ship  Marquis  Comwallis,  in  her  way  from  Ireland  to 
this  settlement,  having  touched  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  I 
received  by  letters  from  Major-General  Craig  and  Commodore 
Blankett  the  pleasing  intelligence  that  that  place  had  surrendered 
to  his  Majesty's  arms,  a  circumstance  which  is  of  particular 
consequence  to  this  distant  part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions.  In 
consequence  of  that  information,  I  avail  myself  of  the  approaching 
season  to  send  the  ELing's  ships,  the  Beliance  and  Supply,  to  the 
Cape,  in  order  to  execute  that  part  of  my  instructions  from  his 
Majesty  which  relates  to  the  stocking  this  colony  with  live  cattle. 

•  VoL  U,  p.  5  (note). 
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Of  this  circumstance  I  am  to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform      1796 
their  Lordships.     The  state  and  condition  of  the  two  ships  will  be     31  aur. 
transmitted  from  the  Cape  hj  their  respective  commanders.     I 
am  extremely  concerned  to  say  that  the  condition  of  neither  is  so 
good  as  I  hoped  to  have  found  it.     We  have  given  both  of  them 
very  considerable  repairs  since  they  have  been  here,  but  the  defect 
of  the  Supply,  whose  commander  will  not  complain  whilst  he  can  h.m.8. 
make  her  swim,  is  of  such  a  nature  as  we  cannot  repair.     Her  "^^  ^ ' 
beams,  knees,  and  timbers  are  exceedingly  rotten  and  decayed.     I 
have  inspected  them  myself,  and  speak  from  real  observation.     She 
is  an  American-built  i^ip,  and,  I  believe,  wholly  of  black  birch, 
▼hich  is  a  timber  not  sufficiently  durable  for  such  a  distant 
service  as  this,  as  it  is  known  to  complain  so  very  suddenly  in 
▼arm  climates.     The  Reliance  wanted  strength,  which  we  have  h.m.s. 
endeavoured  to  give  her  as  well  as  in  our  power,  but  she  is  so  ^^     ^' 
extremely  weak  in  her  whole  frame  that  it  is,  in  our  situation,  a 
difficult  matter  to  do  what  may  be  necessary.     I  am  the  more 
concerned  at  the  defects  of  the  Supply  because  she  is  a  ship  so 
much  better  calculated  for  the  service  of  this  colony  than  the 
Reliance.  I  have,  &c.,         Jno.  Hunter. 

The  Duke  op  Portland  to  Governor  Hunter. 
Sir,  Whitehall,  31st  August,  1796. 

Since  writing  my  letter  to  you  of  the  lltli  instant  there  BUisonthe 
has  been  transmitted  to  me  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the     ®*®"'y- 
Treasury,  Major  Paterson's  letter  of  the  16th  September,  1795, 
enclosing  bills  drawn  on  their  Lordships  for  £21,499  9s.  5d.* 

I  have  already  observed  on  some  of  the  services  for  which  these 
bills  were  incurred  in  my  letter  of  the  8th  June  last  ;t  but  I 
cannot  suffer  the  Ganges  to  depart  without  expressing  my  great 
disapprobation  at  the  want  of  economy  in  the  expenditure  of  Evidences  of 
public  money  which  appears  in  several  j)articulars  of  this  account.  ^™^*" 
First,  the  unnecessary  quantity  of  grain  of  different  sorts,  brought 
in  the  Endeavour,  when  the  main  object  was  to  procure  breeding- 
cattle  to  stock  the  settlement  ;|    and  secondly,  the  extravagant 
prices  paid  to  individuals  for  grain  and  swine's  flesh,  when  it  Purohaainj? 
clearly  appears  to  me  from  the  accounts  I  have  received  from  ^^^    "^' 
Norfolk  Island  that  the  same,  or  a  much  greater  quantity,  might 
have  been  procured  from  individuals  there  at  less  than  one-half 
the  price,  and  with  respect  to  grain,  at  a  less  rate  than  the  grain 
brought  in  the  Endeavour  in  the  proportion  of  one-third,  exclusive 
of  what  grain  might  be  spared  from  that  raised  by  convicts  in 
Norfolk  Island. 

I  trust  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  anything  further  to 
enforce  vour  immediate  attention  to  the  reduction  of  the  unwar- 
rantable  expenses  which  have  been  hitherto  incurred  in  the  settle- 
ment. I  am,  (S:c.,        Portland. 

*  Vol.  U,  p.  310.  t  Ante,  p.  50.         t  Grose  to  Dundas.— Vol.  ii,  p.  22  and  note. 
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31  Auir. 


Account  shewing  the  proportion  of  expence  of  Provisions  pur- 
chased on  account  of  Grovemment  in  New  South  Wales,  at 
Bengal  and  Batavia,  between  the  27th  of  Sep'r,  1791,  and 
the  31jst  of  August,  1796,  incurred  by  the  convicts  received 
from  Ireland  during  that  period. 


Cost  of 
provlaions. 


Avenge  time  of  purduMe. 


«. 


t^^- 


515 


17Mftreh,171« 

Between  21  July  and  28  Dec'r,  1792 
17  Feb'y  and  17  May.  1793 
23  August  and  12  Oot'r,  1708 
12  March  and  3  July,  1794 
ao  Jan'y  and  18  March,  1796 
19  March  and  10  June,  1795 
10  June  and  4  Sep'r,  1795 
15  Feb'y  and  11  May,  1790 
2  July  and  12  Ang^t,  1790 
26  Aug't  and  31  Aug't,  1795-1796 


Proportion  of  freight  of  the  Britannia,  "i 
from  New  Soutii  WUes,  to  and  from  f 
Batavia,  chartered  from  ye  26  Aug't,  f 
1793,  to  6  July,  1794  ) 

Proportion  of  do.  from  do.,  to  and  from) 
Bengal,  diartered  from  ye  8  May,  > 
1795,  to  the  5  June,  1796  . .  ) 


8,068 
2,744 
2,714 
2,876 
2,965 
2,998 
2,985 
2,965 
2,961 
3,135 
8,020 


2,916 


2,970 


Amount 
of  purohaaeB. 


2  o 

18 


Froportloti 
of  purohancB 

incurred  by 
the  Irish 
convicts. 


£ 

400 

18,030 

8,097 

1,100 

9,691 

3,954 

5,401 

15,882 

5,819 

829 

81,001 


■.  d. 

0  0 

18  0 

!  ^« 

18  8 

0  0 

16  0 

0  0 

1  10 

2  1 
8  0 
0  8 


96,107    7    4| 
2,210    7    7 


2,971  10    2 


101,289    6    li 


378 


411 


£    a. 

d. 

111 

14    9 

n 

104 

498  17 

96 

824  17 

9 

378 

144  13  11^ 

368 

1,206  17 

3 

365 

468    6 

9 

363 

688  14 

2 

353 

1,890  17 

a 

528 

1,087  18 

0 

746 

197    0 

9 

687 

6,538  19 

n 

12,956    6    1} 


282  16    0 


411    4    2 


13,660    7    0} 


N.B.— The  freight  of  the  Atlantic  is  included  in  the  sum  carried  out  as  the  amount  of 
the  provisions  purchased  (after  deducting  £878  9h.  Od.  st'g,  arising  from  the  damaged  grain, 
&c.,  sold  at  Sydney  by  L't  Bowen),  consequently  the  Irish  convicts  are  already  charged 
with  their  proportion  of  it. 

Jno.  Palmeb,  Commissary. 


Account  of  Births  and  Deaths  at  Sydney,  Parramatta,  <S:c.,  in 
New  South  Wales,  between  1st  day  of  January,  1796,  and 
31st  day  of  August,  1796.* 


Births. 


BIRTHS. 


Date. 

Name. 

Date. 

Name. 

?5  June 

27    „ 

20    „ 
3  July 
2Augt 

MaUary. 

Isabolla  Lyons. 
Gathe.  Twig. 
Blisth.  Layoock. 
Eltzth.  Urch. 
John  Wood. 

Convicts    .. 

5Augt 

6    „ 
9    „ 

14  „ 

15  „ 

8 

MUitanf' 

—  Letherby. 
Thos.  Ikin. 
Wm.  Nash., 
PhcBbe  Whiltie. 
Stephen  Nash. 

9 

•  Continued  from  Vol.  ii,  p.  847. 
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A£XX>UNT  of  Births  and  Deaths  at  Sydney,  <fec — con^tmiarf. 


DEATHS. 

• 

1 

QwJitjr. 

Namet. 

8  July 

SJJaay. 

i  JUm  •  •  • 

27  April 
■  27    „ 

SlJoly 

3«    „                 -.         .. 
6Afl«t. 

I 
1 

GiTil  Department        

MflllMy 

CSoftneCf 11 

Henry  Brewer. 
Joseph  BMlee. 
Rlchd.  Uudeon. 
Tboe.  Holton. 
DftTid  Jones. 
Andw.  Fishbume. 
Geo.  Sootney. 
Bdwd.  Hennlngn 

31  Aug. 
Deaths. 


The  Duke  of  Portland  to  Governor  Hunter.* 

Sir,  WhitehaU,  —  August,  1796. 

I  have  hiid  hefore  the  King  your  letters  to  me  hy  the 
Young  William,  of  the  25th  of  October  last,t  numbered  from  1  to  5 
imdnsive,  with  one  (separate)  of  the  same  date,  which  were  re- 
ceived on  the  9th  inst.  ;  and  I  am  so  fortunate  as  to  be  able  to 
aend  yon  an  answer  to  such  parts  of  them  as  appear  to  require  it 
by  the  Granges,  transport,  which  is  upon  the  eve  of  her  departure,  Conyiots  bj 
with  two  hundred  and  four  male  convicts,  for  your  settlement.         *   *°'**' 

The  present  flourishing  state  of  the  settlement  is  a  subject  of 
^reat  satisfaction  to  me ;  and  I  have  not  now  the  smallest  doubt 
but  tb&t  by  means  of  your  care  and  attention  in  procuring 
and  breeding  live  stock  a  very  short  time  will  suffice  to  render  a 
supply  of  salt  provisions  wholly  unnecessary.  Altho'  I  perfectly 
agree  with  you  that  the  encouragement  given  to  settlers  and  other 
individuals  is  the  surest  and  most  expeditious  way  of  promoting 
the  agriculture  of  the  country,  inasmuch  as  it  holds  out  a  personcd 
motive  for  exertion,  I  must  remind  you  that,  at  the  same  time, 
the  interest  of  the  publick  must  not  be  lost  sight  of,  and  that  Public 
it  is  not  reasonable  that  the  publick  should  feed  those  convicts  i^^^|^^ 
whose  labour  it  gives  to  individuals,  and  should  afterwards  pur- 
chase the  produce  of  that  labour.  Nothing  ought  to  be  more 
reooncileabie  than  the  public  interest  of  every  State  and  that  of 
the  individuals  who  compose  it ;  ^nd,  as  that  union  must  be  the 
consequence  of  proper  management,  I  am  persuaded  it  cannot  be 
more  likely  to  be  effected  than  in  a  country  the  government  of 
which  is  placed  in  your  hands.  The  more  convicts  that  can  be 
made  over  to  individuals  and  taken  off  the  store  the  greater  will 
be  the  advantage ;  but  it  must  be  understood  that  those  indi-  not  that  of 
vidnals,  of  whatever  description,  and  in  whatever  situation  they  *n<>*vidiiata. 
may  happen  to  be,  who  take  the  convicts,  must  support  them  at 
own  expence,  and  must  not  be  suffered  to  receive  the  produce 


*  Ttdm  it  apparantlT  Portland's  despatch  Na  4»  refeired  to  fay  Huntsr.—FOtt,  p.  231. 
fVol  u,  PPl  327,  828,  831.  332,  338. 
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1796  of  the  labour  of  the  convicts  at  the  cost  of  the  Crown* ;  and  as  for 

j^uy  such  convicts  as  remain  unemployed  by  individuals,  they  must,  oi 

—  course,  be  employed  in  the  manner  the  most  conducive  to  their 

suppprtinjf  Own  subsistence,  without  regard  to  the  operation  it  may  have  oii 

convicte.  ^.j^^  relative  value  of  the  produce  and  effects  of  individuals. 

Sftit  The  several  quantities  of  salt  provisions  which  have  been  sent 

the  transports  mentioned  in  the  margin,  t  and  of  which  you  ha 
received  invoices  by  my  letters  of  the  30th  of  October  and  8th 
June  last,  added  to  what  will  now  go  out  in  the  Ganges  (of  whi- 
I  shall  herewith  transmit  you  the  particulars),  will  form 
gether  a  supply  for  the  settlement  for  the  whole  of  the  year  1 7\ 
at  least,  exclusive  of  what  may  be  obtained  in  consequence  of  tl 
engagements  entered  into  with  the  master  of  the  Britannia,  ar  -^^^ 
of  the  resources  of  the  settlement  in  respect  to  lish  (which  I  tni,  -st 
can  be  salted)  and  other  species  of  provisions,  besides  grain.  T^^^® 
great  superabundance,  moreover,  of  several  articles  of  provisio^^^i* 
at  Norfolk  Island  will  allow  of  your  drawing  from  thence  such  ^ 
proportion  of  them  as  that  part  of  the  settlement  can  spare.  ]^^Bn 
short,  you  are  to  resort  to  every  practicable  measure  for  relievirir:::^ 
Expense  of  this  country  from  the  very  great  expences  incurred  both  in  sendii 
ecoony.  ^^^  provisions  from  hence  and  in  purchasing  them  from  othi 
quarters,  the  latter  of  which,  I  take  it  for  granted,  will  neve 
again  be  necessary. 

In  the  hope  of  enabling  you  to  employ  the  ships  under  yoi 
command  to  the  best  advantage   in   stocking  the   colony  witss^ — '^ 
live  cattle,  it   is  with   particular  pleasure   I  inform  you  thj 
New  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  Island  of  Ceylon,  Cochin,  and 

possessions.  j)utch  Settlements  in  Malacca,  now  make  a  part  of  his  Majest] 
dominions. 

In  consequence  of  what  you  represent  to  me  in  No.  2,{  thi 
Deficiency  in  there  is  a  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  officers  to  attend  to  thi 
remSied.  ^  several  duties  and  to  hold  Courts  under  the  Act  of  Parliament=^^^^^ 
I  will  take  into  immediate  consideration  the  means  you  pro] 
to  remedy  this  evil.     To  guard,  however,  against  any  immc 
deficiency,  an  ensign  will  accompany  thirty  privates,  who  will  ^ —       . 
by  the  same  conveyance  as  this  dispatch,  and  another  ensign  will^^ 
follow  in  the  Britannia,  hereafter  mentioned. 

Expirees  Your  conduct  with  respect  to  those  persons  whose  sentences 

transportation  being  expired  have  been  permitted  to  take  them- 
selves off  the  victualling  store  is  perfectly  right.  I  must  observe 
to  you,  however,  that  they  should  not  be  suffered  to  commit  such 
serious  offences  as  you  mention,  with  impunity  ;  and  that  n^lect 

^  Hunter  proposed  to  establish  a  modified  system,  by  reducing  the  number  of  ccmricti 
allowed  to  tne  officers. — Ante,  p.  85. 

t  The  Ceres  sailed  from  Deptford  the  22nd  July,  1795.  The  Marquis  Oomwallfs  Miled 
from  Corlc  the  7th  Auirust,  1795.  The  Indispensable  sailed  from  Deptford  the  SSn  1  October, 
1795.    The  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Sylph  sailed  from  Portsmouth  the  27th  June,  1708. 

X  Vol  ii,  p.  328. 
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in  bringing  them  to  justice  cannot  but  endanger  the  tranquillity,       1796 
good  order,  and  security  of  the  whole  settlement.*  Aug. 

In  consequence  of  your  representation  in  No.  4,t  that  further       — 
suE^cal  assistance  is  wanted,  I  have  signified  to  Mr.  White  the  whiteto 
Absolute  necessity  of  his  returning  to  the  settlement  immediately,  J|J|^,  °' 
or  of  his  relinquishing  his  appointment.     This  circumstance,  how- 
ever, will  not  prevent  my  looking  out  for  a  proper  person,  at  all 
events;  and  I  flatter  myself  that  I  shall  be  able  to  send  you,  by 
the  present  conveyance,  an  assistant  surgeon  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Aasutant 
J.  Irving ;  and  another  by  the  Britannia,  transport,  destined  to  JJi'^X* 
carry  two  himdred  convicts  from  Ireland,  and  which  will  very 
shortly  proceed  to  Cork  for  that  purpose  with  a  guard  of  thirty 
men  and  an  ensign. 

A  supply  of  medicines  of  the  best  quality,  from  Apothecary's  Medicines 
Hall,  was  sent  in  the  Indispensable,  with  a  proper  invoice,  inclosed  *^"^ 
in  a  letter  to  you  from  Mr.  King,  of  the  5th  of  November  last. 

Mr.  Thomas  Clarke,  superintendant  of  convicts,  may  be  dis- 
charged, and  have  leave  to  return  home ;  and  you  are  at  liberty  to 
contmae  Mr.  Walter  Broady  in  his  present  emplo3rment  of  super- 
intendant of  the  working  smiths  so  long  as  you  shall  judge  it 
necessary. 

In  the  next  year's  estimate  of  the  civil  establishment  of  New 
South  Wales  I  shall  propose  an  additional  Deputy  Commissary 
nnd  two  additional  storekeepers  to  be  provided  for.  At  the  same 
time  I  rely  on  your  making  every  practicable  retrenchment,  and  Retrench- 
that  you  will  relieve  the  establishment  from  the  expence  of  every  ™tJJ^«'. 
Useless  and  unnecessary  person  now  employed,  who  should  be 
<lischarged  and  sent  home  immediately  if  on  the  regular  estab- 
lishment, and  if  employed  under  a  contract  or  agreement  with 
Government,  then  as  soon  as  ever  the  time  for  which  such  person 
'Was  employed  Ls  expired. 

The  Ganges  takes  out  121,289  pounds  of  beef  and  40,522  pounds  Provisions 
of  pork  for  the  use  of  the  settlement,  exclusive  of  the  necessary  Ganges. 
c|uantity  for  the  consumption  of  the  convicts  during  their  voyage, 
^nd  for  nine  months  after  their  arrival.  The  above  quantity  of 
"beef  and  pork,  added  to  the  quantity  sent  by  the  Prince  of  Wales 
a.nd  Sylph,  transports,  is  calculated  as  making  together  a  twelve- 
month's supply  for  the  settlement.  J 

I  inclose  you  a  list  of  the  convicts  which  go  by  this  conveyance, 
>with  the  original  contracts  entered  into  by  Thomas  Patrickson,  the 
owner  of  the  Ganges,  for  their  safe  delivery  in  New  South  Wales, 

•  See  Hunter  to  Portland,  Vol.  ii,  p.  334. 

i  lb.,  p.  332. 

Be^l  Pork. 

t  Prince  of  Wales        111,216 261,678 

Sylph  245,280 243,840 

Gfluiges  121,289 40,622 

477,785  546,040 

VOL.  Ill — G 
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Aug. 


y/ 


Expirees 
cannot  be 
detained. 


e 

ill 

re 
-ed 
-t- 
rt 
ed 


Balmain, 
vice  White, 
Chief 
Surgeon. 


The  Scotch 
Martyrj 


must  serve 

full 

iientences. 


together  with  his  Majesty's  Order  in  Council  for  the  transporta- 
tion to  New  South  Wales  of  sucli  of  the  convicts  whose  sentences 
required  such  order. 

In  a  letter  I  have  received  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Kirm-^;* 
dated  the  5th  of  October  last,  he  informs  me  that  some  coni-ic^t* 
whose  terms  of  transportation  have  been  long  expired,  and  w  "fco 
have  always  conducted  themselves  with  propriety,  have  felt  mu.-^^^^ 
disappointed  in  not  being  allowed  to  leave  the  island  in   t 
Asia,  which  he  says  he  could  not  permit  without  departing  f 
Lieutenant-Governor  Grose's  orders.      I  therefore  desire  you 
not  lose  a  moment's  time  in  informing  him  that  in  cases  wh 
tlie  terms  for  \vhich  convicts  have  been  transported  are  expir 
the  law  has  not  vested  him  with  any  discretionary  power  w 
ever,  and  that  it  is  his  duty  to  permit  such  convicts  to  de 
whenever  they  chuse  it,  unless  they  happen  to  be  legally  detain 
in  consequence  of  some  new  offence. 

Since   writing   the   above,   his   Majesty  has  been   pleased 
appoint  Mr.  Balmain  chief  surgeon,  in  the  room  of  M  r.  Wlii 
who  declines  returning  to  the  settlement,  and  T  hereby  acquai 
you  that  his  Commission  may  be  taken  out  by  any  perscm  he  m 
appoint  for  that  purpose.*     His  Majesty  has  also  appointed  M 
MUeham  an  assistant  surgeon.     That  gentleman  goes  out  in  tl 
Ganges,  and  has  the  medical  care  of  the  convicts. 

Portland. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  to  Governor  Hunter. 
Sir,  Whitehall,  August,  1796.f 

In  answer  to  your  letter,  marked  separate,  of  the  25t 
of  October  last,  J  inclosing  one  from  Messrs.  Muir,  Palmer,  ant 
.Skirving,  on  the  subject  of  their  several  sentences,  I  am  to  infom^*^-^ 
you  that  I  lost  no  time  in  transmitting  copies  of  those  papers 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Justiciary^ 
in  order  that  they  may  report  to  me,  for  his  Majesty's  infer 
mation,  which,  together  with  such  directions  as  the  case  shall 
found  to  require,  I  shall,  I  trust,  be  able  to  forward  to  you  by 
Britannia.     It  may  not,  however,  be  amiss  to  observe  to  you  that-^ 
in  no  case  whatever  can  arny  of  those  persons  return  either  to 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland  until  the  times 'for  which  they  have 
been  respectively  sentenced  are  elapsed  ;    for  altho*  Ireland  is 
not  mentioned  in  their  sentences,  you  will  nevertheless  observe 
that  by  the  Act  of  the  25th  of  Geo.  Ill,  chap.  46,  section  3, 
it  is  enacted  that  if  any  offender  or  offenders  who  shall  be  so 
ordered  by  such  Court,  as  is  therein  aforesaid,  to  be  transported 
beyond  the  seas,  or  who  shall  agree  to   transport    himself  or 

*  Mr.  Balmain's  Commission  will  he  found  on  p  70,  ante. 

t  The  exact  date  of  this  letter  is  not  given  :  apparently  it  is  the  separate  one  of  ZHad 
August,  1706,  mentioned  by  Hunter,  pobt,  p.  232  (note). 
:  Vol.  ii,  p.  882. 
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herself  on  certain  conditions,  either  for  life  or  any  number  of      17M 
years  to  any  such  place  or  places,  part  or  parts,  as  shall  be      ^^yg, 
appointed  by  his  Majesty  in  manner  as  is  therein  aforesaid,  shall  p^ZT* 
be  afterwards  at  large  within  any  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Qreat  abwondioir. 
Britain  or  Ireland,  without  some  lawful  cause,  before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  term  for  which  such  offender  or  offenders  shall  have 
been  ordered  to  be  transported  beyond  the  seas,  or  shall  have  so 
agreed  to  transport  himself  or  herself,  as  is  therein  aforesaid, 
being  thereof  lawfully  convicted,  shall  suffer  death,  as  in  cases  of 
felony,  without  benefit  of  clergy,  by  the  law  of  England ;  and 
such  offender  or  offenders  being  so  found  at  large  within  that 
part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland  may  and  shall  be  tried 
there,  before  any  Court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  for  the  trial  of 
the  original  offence.*  Portland. 


AooouxT  of  Live  St3ck  in  the  Possession  of,  and  Land  in  Coltiva-  i  Sept 
tion  by.  Government  and  the  Officers,  Civil  and  Military,  Livestock 
1st  Sept,  1 796. 


and 
coltiTftUon. 


To  whom 
bdooging. 


Mares 

and 

Hones. 


Cows  !  Bulls 

and  Cow'and  Bull 

Cklves.  i  Calves. 


Oxen. 


Sheep. 


Goats. 


Hogs. 


Land  in 
Culti- 
vation. 


To  Government . . 

Ofllccra.  avil  and 
Military.. 

14 
43 

Tettal  of    Govem- 
mentandOfflcers 

ToSctUers 

67 

•  • 

Geneial  total 

57 

87 


84 


87 


87 


101 


101 


74 


74 


46 

101 

111 

1 

60 

6 

1,310 

1,176 

889 

62 

1,601 

1,287 

048 

•  m 

80 

140 

• 

921 

62 

1,531 

1,427 

1,860 

1,700» 


1,172b 


2,872 
2.647« 


6,419 


•  Oar  weakness  in  public  laborors  and  the  many  buildinpi  we  are  so  much  in  want  of 
oocaalons  the  land  cleared  by  Government  to  be  unemployed  this  year. 

»  About  four-fifths  of  this  in  now  sown  with  wheat. 

•  Much  timber  cut  down,  but  not  burnt  off. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  1st  Sept.,  1796.         isept 

The  inclosed  letter  I  received  very  lately  from  Mr.  Palmer, 
the  Commissary  of  this  settlement,  and  I  must  acknowledge  that 
I  have  long  seen  the  difficulty  attending  that  mode  of  keeping  his  Method  of 
accounts  of  which  he  complains ;  but  when  those  instructions  J^^^ISSl^te 
were  received  no  difficulty  did  then  exist,  because  the  numbers 
were  few.  If  the  colony  should  at  any  future  period  consist  of 
ten  thousand  people,  that  number  will  be  nearly  equal  to  the 


•  Poet,  p.  HI. 
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ISept 

unsuited  to 
condition  oi 
colony. 


Palmer's 
•Utement. 


An 

unsuitable 

system. 


Expansion 
of  Gonunis- 
sary'g 
duties. 


More 

assistance 

required. 


complement  of  twelve  first-rate  ships  of  war,  to  each  of  which 
tliere  would  be  a  purser,  and  sufficient  business  for  him ;  if,  there- 
fore, it  is  expected  that  the  Commissary  of  the  colony  is  to  con- 
tinue to  keep  his  accounts  in  the  same  way  that  a  purser  in  the 
Navy  does,  which  will  make  them  very  voluminous,  it  will  be 
necessary  that  he  should  have  much  assistance,  as,  in  addition  to 
the  victualling  and  cloathing  accounts,  he  must  also  attend  to  the 
receipts  and  expenditure  of  every  other  species  of  stores.  I  beg, 
my  Lord,  to  submit  Mr.  Palmer's  letter  to  your  Grace's  perusal, 
and  if  further  information  on  the  subject  of  it  shall  be  thought 
necessary,  he  will  be  on  the  spot  to  explain. 

I  have,  (kc, 

Jno.  Huntbb. 
[Elnclosure.] 

Commissary  Palmer  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  29th  August,  1796. 

I  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  Excellency  the  orders  whick 
I  received  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Grose  relative  to  the  manner 
of  my  keeping  the  public  accounts  of  this  colony,  as  Commissaiy 
of  Stores  and  Provisions,  and  to  point  out  to  you  the  extent  cl 
those  orders. 

The  manner  in  which  I  was  then  ordered  to  keep  the  accounts* 
is  like  unto  that  of  a  purser  of  a  man-of-war,  the  executing  of 
which,  for  the  comparatively  small  number  of  a  ship's  company^ 
might  be  easily  accomplished,  but  when  the  numbers  to  be 
accounted  for  are  from  three  to  four  thousand  persons,  the  books 
then  required  to  be  kept  become  very  extensive,  particularly  those 
of  the  slop  and  victualling  accounts. 

I  must  further  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  my  duty  as  Com- 
missary is  something  more  than  that  of  a  purser,  from  being 
obliged  to  keep  a  particular  account  of  all  kinds  of  stores  received 
and  expended  in  the  colony,  and  to  transmit  accounts  of  all 
ordnance,  naval,  victualling,  and  hospital  stores,  that  may  be 
received  and  issued  to  the  different  Boards  ;  all  which  must 
necessarily  occasion  a  vast  deal  of  time  and  require  a  great 
allowance  of  stationery. 

It  is  necessary  likewise  to  mention  that  should  a  greater  number 
oi  persons  be  sent  to  this  colony  it  will  be  almost  impossible  to 
keep  the  accounts  in  the  manner  I  am  directed,  unless  Government 
are  pleased  to  appoint  a  sufficient  number  of  persons  qualified  to 
assist  in  the  Commissary's  department,  which  assistance  I  have  no 
doubt  but  your  Excellency  will  see  the  necessity  of,  from  our  settle- 
ments being  so  divided,  and  the  impossibility  from  the  distance 
they  are  from  head-quarters  of  their  being  directly  under  the  eye 
of  the  Commissary. 

*  Tlie  instructions  sabsequently  issued  to  Palmer  as  Commissary  will  be  found  si  pi^ 
500-508,  post. 
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I  must  farfiier  add,  from  the  enorease  of  the  numbers  since  my      ITM 
appointment  in  the  colony,  which  has  brought  on  a  very  heavy      i  ^^^ 
business  in  the  department,  and  from  Governor  Phillip  having       — 
been  pleased  to  assure  me,  on  giving  me  that  appointment,  that  pay. 
my  sidary  was  small,  but  that  I  was  not  to  consider  it  as  an  object, 
for  after  having ser\'ed  two  or  three  years  I  should  then  have  a  claim 
on  Government  for  something  better.     I  must  beg  leave  to  men- 
tion to  your  Excellency  that  I  have  been  upwards  of  six  years  Palmer's 
the  Commissary,  and  have  served  in  his  Majesty's  navy  twenty- 
two  years  prior  to  my  appointment  here,  and  that  I  have  no  one 
emolument  except  that  of  my  salary  of  ten  shillings  per  diem, 
which  in  this  country  will  go  but  a  very  little  way  in  supporting 
me  and  my  family.     Situated  as  I  am,  I  believe  I  may  venture  to 
say  that  no  Commissary  under  the  Crown,  even  where  there  is 
not  anything  like  the  duty  to  do,  but  has  a  greater  salary,  or  some 
emoluments  which  makes  the  appointment  better. 

By  representing  the  above  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  Ho  desires 
as  dissatisiied  with  my  situation ;  having  been  brought  up  under  thewrvicel" 
Government  from  a  very  early  period,  I  ever  wish  to  remain  in 
his  31ajesty's  service,  and  will  content  myself  with  whatever  salary 
my  situation  may  be  thought  to  merit. 

I  have  now  only  to  beg  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
represent  to  the  Right  Hon'ble  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his 
Majesty's  Treasury  my  services  as  Commissary  of  Stores  and  Pro- 
visions in  this  colony  in  the  light  you  may  see  them  in,  which  I  hope 
will  induce  their  Lordships  to  consider  my  sers'ices,  and  grant  me 
such  addition  to  my  salary  as  they  may  be  pleased  to  deem  proper. 

I  have,  *fec., 

Jxo.  Palmer,  Commissary. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 
My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  2nd  Sept,  1 796.  2  Sept. 

An  American  ship*  having  stopped  here  for  refreshment  in  Purchasing 
her  way  to  Manilla  and  China,  upon  my  receiving  information  of  *^^^^- 
what  her  cargo  consisted  I  found  some  articles  which  the  colony 
was  in  want  of,  and  the  probability  there  appeared  from  the  latest 
accounts  of  the  political  state  of  Europe,  and  the  continuance  of 
war,  that  in  the  hurry  of  the  public  concerns  of  the  nation  we 
might  not  be  so  early  supplied  from  home  as  our  necessities  might 
require,  and  as  I  found  some  of  the  articles  were  probably  not  so 
expensive  taken  in  this  way  as  they  might  have  at  this  time  proved 
to  Government  if  sent  from  England,  I  judged  it  right  to  direct 
the  Commissary  to  purchase  one  hundred  tierces  of  beef,  the  same 
number  of  pork,  ten  tons  of  iron,  and  a  few  smaller  articles,  all 
which  will  be  particularly  specified  and  accounted  for  in  the  Com- 

*  The  Onnd  Turk,  from  Boston.    She  arrived  23rd  August,  1796. 
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missary's  vouchers  and  accounts.  Tho  beef  and  pork,  my  Lord,  I 
have  taken  to  prevent  as  long  as  possible  the  shortening  the  ration 
of  that  article,  because  I  have  already  seen  the  consequence  of 
such  necessity  has  generally  been  the  destruction  of  our  live  stock, 
which  it  is  my  wish  to  preserve  and  encourage  the  care  of  for  some 
time  longer,  when  it  will  not  then  be  so  injurious  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  colony  as  it  would  be  whilst  it  is  yet  but  scarce.   I  have,  ibc., 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  5th  Sept.,  1796. 

Having  mentioned  in  my  letter  No.  8'"'  that  upon  the  arrival 
of  the  ship  Marquis  Cornwallis  in  this  ()ort  with  convicts  from 
Ireland  and  a  few  recruits  for  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  I  had 
received  information  that  a  daring  and  dangerous  insurrection  had 
been  plan'd  on  board,  her  during  her  voyage  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  possession  of  the  ship  and  murdering  the  officers,  upon 
the  application  of  Mr.  Michael  Hogan,  her  commander,  I  instituted 
such  enquiry  as  it  was  in  my  power  to  direct  before  the  departure 
of  the  ship  from  hence,  and  the  enclosed  papers  are  the  result  of 
that  examination.  I  have,  &c, 

[Enclosure.]  ^^^-  HuXTER. 

Judge- Advocate  Collins  and  Mr.  W.  Balmain  to  Governor 

Hunter. 

Sir,  Sydney,  30th  April,  1796. 

We  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  the  accompanying  deposi- 
tions and  papers,  from  a  careful  examination  of  which  we  have 
no  difficulty  in  saying  that  we  think  Mr,  Hogan,  situated  as  he 
found  himself,  with  a  dangerous  conspiracy  in  his  ship  on  the 
point  of  breaking  out,  and  headed  by  some  of  the  most  daring  and 
desperate  offenders  that  the  jails  of  Ireland  could  produce,  could 
scarcely  have  acted  otherwise  than  he  did,  and  we  are  of  opinion 
that  nothing  but  the  steps  he  took  ensured  the  safety  of  the  ship, 
and  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of  all  on  board. 

It  does  not  appear  to  us  that  there  was  any  improper  inter- 
ference with  the  military  guard  on  board  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Hogan.  We  have,  «fec., 

David  Collins. 
[EncloBure.]  W.  Balmain. 

Conspiracy  to  seize  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

21st  March,  1796. 
Cumberland,  ^  At  a  meeting  of  two  of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of 
to  wit       j      the.  Peace. 

Present : — ^The  Judge- Advocate  and  William  Balmain,  Esq. 
Lawrence  Gaffney,  private  in  the  New  South  Wales   Corps, 
came  before  them  and  made  oath  that  he  came  out  in  the  ship 

*•  Ante,  p.  32. 
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Marquis  Comwallis  from  Ireland  tx)  this  country,  commanded  by      1796 

Capt.  Hogan ;  that  there  was  on  board  the  said  ship  two  officers  of      r^  j^p^ 

the  said  corps,  Ensign  Brabyn  and  Ensign  Moora     That  after  he 

Lad  been  put  into  confinement  he  heard  that  there  had  been  a  ^  ^^^^, 

conspiracy  to  take  the  ship — he  had  not  heard  of  it  before.     That  irumt. 

he  was  confined  upon  the  poop  during  six  days,  but  cannot  say 

by  whose  order,  whether  his  own  officers*  or  the  captain's.     His 

own  officers  were  present.      He  was  confined  in  irons,  but  was 

not  acquainted  with  the  cause.     That  onlers  were  given  to  some 

midshipmen  who  had  the  charge  of  him  to  cut  him  down  if  he 

attempted  to  speak.     That  he  was  brought  down  from  the  poop  at 

the  time  the  serjeant  was  undergoing  his  punishment — he  supposes 

for  the  purpose  of  hearing  what  the  serjeant  might  say  of  him. 

That  on  the  Serjeant's  frequently  saying  he  had  nothing  against  ^' J  *<''^""* 

him,  Capt.   Hogan  told  him  he  supposed  he  was  a  Freemason,  received. 

That  one  of  the  convicts  laid  some  accusation  against  him,  but  he 

knows  not  what,  as  he  was  upon  the  poop  at  the  time.     That  the 

Serjeant,  after  being  punished,  was  ordered  forward  to  have  his  hair 

cut  off  and  to  be  ironed.     That  the  carpenter  asking  Capt.  Hogan 

if  the  serjeant  shoiil^  be  ironed  alone,  Capt.  Hogan  told  him  no, 

he  had  a  comrade  for  him,  and  ordered  him  forward  to  have  his 

head  shaved  and  to  be  ironed  to  the  serjeant,  which  was  done. 

He  being  handcuffed,  thumbscrewed,  and  leg-bolted  to  him,  they  ^^n^^jjjj^ 

Avere  sent  down  into  the  prison  amongst  the  convicts,  where  he  soldier. 

i^mained  ironed  in  this  manner  to  the  serjeant  until  he  died, 

Mrhich  was  in  nine  days.     That  on  his  death  Capt.  Hogan  himself 

Ordered  him  to  be  ironed  to  one  of  the  convicts,  in  which  situatiim 

lie  remained  from  the  month  of  September  until  the  montli  of 

February  last,  when  he  was  released.     That  ho  received  no  other 

trhan  the  ration  of  provisions  which  was  served  to  the  convicts. 

7hat  he  understood  from  them  the  ration  allowed  by  Government 

>was  not  issued  to  them  as  it  ought  to  have  been.     That  he  is  certain  J'j^  professes 

lie  never  gave  any  cause  for  tlie  treatment  he  received,  nor  was  he  innocence. 

^ver  accjuainted  with  the  cause  either  by  his  officers  or  by  Capt. 

Xlogan.     He  was  told  by  several  of  the  convicts  that  the  prisoner 

Avho  had  accused  him  was  a  man  who  had  taken  several  men's  lives 

«iway  in  Ireland.     That  he  attributes  all  his  miseries  and  sufferings 

tx>  the  said  Capt.  Hogan.     That  he  has  nothing  to  say  against  his 

own  officers.     That  during  the  time  he  was  in  irons  he  had  the 

Scurvy  very  bad  in  his  legs,  and  a])plied  to  have  his  irons  taken 

off",  but  was  refused  by  Captain  Hogan,  who  released  some  of  the  oj^J^SJtaiif 

prisoners,  but  continued  him  in  irons  until  they  eat  an  hole  in  one  iiojran's 

of  his  legs.     That  on  Christmas  Day  last  he  protested  his  innocence  ^'^^»"<^"^- 

to  the  capt.,  who  told  him  to  get  ready  his  evidence  to  prove  it 

Avben  he  arrived  at  New  South  Wales. 

James  Martin,  private  in  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  made  ^^^ 
Qathy  that  the  serjeant  and  Lawrence  Gaffney  were  ironed  together, 
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1706      but  he  does  not  know  by  whose  order.     That  he  was  punished  after 

5  Sept.     ^h^  Serjeant  had  received  his  punishment ;  both  punishments  were 

ordered  by  Ensign  Brabyn.    Gaffney  was  not  punished ;  he  knows 

Pimished      that  he  was  ironed  to  the  Serjeant  and  sent  below,  but  cannot  say 

below."        by  whose  order.     He  was  sent  below  himself  after  he  had  been 

punished ;  that  the  captain  and  Mr.  Brabyn  came  forward  in  the 

evening  to  the  forecastle  and  ordered  him  and  a  soldier  of  the 

name  of  Bullock  down  into  the  prison;   that  the  causa  of  his 

being  punished  was  having  said  to  the  other  soldiers  that  they 

were  to  blame,  or  foolish,  to  do  any  other  duty  on  board  than 

tliat  of  the  King's — to  guard  the  prisoners  on  board.      That  ho 

knows  of  no  ill-usage  received  by  Gaffney  while  on  board  the 

ship  at  the  instigation  of  Captain  Hogan  or  his  officers,  exoept 

that  of  being  ironed  to  the  serjeant  and  sent  below.      That  he 

was  punished  twice  while  on  board — the  first  time  for  the  cause 

already  stated;  the  second  time  happened  in  consequence  of  Capt. 

Hogan's  having  said  something  injurious  of  one  of  his  officers. 

He  communicated  it  to  Mr.  Moore,  who,  the  next  morning,  told 

Capt.  Hogan  of  it,  on  which  Capt.  Hogan  denied  his  ever  saying 

anything  injurious  of  the  officer,  and  ordered  him  to  be  punished 

by  the  boatswain  of  the  ship,  telling  him  he  would  shew  him  the 

difference  between  a  sailor's  and  a  soldier's  hand.    He  received 

Flogged  by   two  dozen  lashes.     His  officers  were  present,  who  did  not  object ; 

captein.  *^^  ^®  heard  no  remarks  from  them.     He  begged  not  to  be  punished, 

but  to  be  confined  until  he  arrived  here,  but  his  request  was  not 

complied  with.     That  he  lived  a  month  on  the  convicts'  ration. 

That  he  remembers  Capt.  Hogan's  promising  to  interest  himself 

about  getting  their  accounts  settled  before  they  sailed,  declaring 

he  would  not  go  to  sea  until  they  were  settled.     He  believes  that 

they  were  settled  in  consequence  of  that  interference.     That  they 

were  victualled,  from  his  embarkation  to  the  time  of  their  leaving 

The  ration.    Cork,  the  same  as  the  seamen — fresh  mutton,  bread,  &c.     That  at 

the  Cape  they  were  victualled  with  fresh  mutton  and  breacl.     That 

they  had  6ft).  of  bread  between  four  men  every  day  in  the  week. 

William  William  Kellow, private  in  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  deposed 

Keiiow         Qj^  oath,  that  the  serjeant,  Gaffney,  and  Martin,  were  one  morning 

during  the  voyage  confined  upon  the  poop,  where  he  remained  a 

few  days.   That  he  was  brought  down  from  thence  on  being  accused 

accused  of     of  having  been  concerned  with  the  prisoners  in  a  conspiracy  to 

conspracy.   ^^^  ^y^^  ship.     That  the  serjeant  and  Martin  being  punished^ 

Gaffney  was  questioned.    That  he  denied  knowing  anything  of  the 

business,  after  which  he  was  ordered  forward  to  have  his  head 

shaved  and  to  be  ironed.     That  he  thinks  Mr.  Brabyn  gave  the 

order.  That  three  days  before  the  serjeant  died  he  happened  to  be 

in  the  prison,  and  saw  at  that  time  the  serjeant  ironed  to  Gaffney ; 

that  when  the  serjeant  was  dead  he  saw  Gaffiiey  separated  from 

him.    That  he  believes  a  conspiracy  existed  to  take  the  ship.   That 
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it  was  carried  an  amongst  the  convicts  on  board,  whom  he  has      1796 
heard  say  that  the  serjeant  was  the  only  soldier  who  knew  any-      5  g^pi. 
thing  of  it.    That  he  afterward  observed  the  serjeant  talking  to  the  «^J^ 
convicts  more  than  became  a  non-commissioned  officer,  but  he  never  aoompinM^. 
saw  €raffiiey  talking  to  them.    That  he  has  heard  Gaffney  complain 
of  the  scurvy.     That  he  has  nothing  to  complain  of  in  regard  to 
Gaptw  Hogan,  whom  he  never  saw  behave  ill  to  the  detachment ;  Spe«k«  well 
that  Capt.  Hogan,  in  general,  always  consulted  the  officers  of  the  cL^Smu 
corps  in  whatever  he  did  respecting  the  detachment     He  once 
flowed  a  soldier,  by  his  own  order,  for  striking  a  boy  with  a 
bavonet ;  the  officers  were  present    That  Capt  Hogan  once  ordered 
hi^  to  be  punished  for  not  doing  his  duty  when  centinel  over  the 
prisoners  at  a  time  when  a  razor  was  stolen. 

Samuel  Baxter,  Greorge  Harley,  Noah  Trump,  Charles  Stutt,  Evidence  of 
and  Brian  O'Donnell,  privates,  being  sworn,  deposed  that  they  did  s^^j^ 
not  receive  their  whole  allowance  of  butter  and  cheese.   That  they 
had  several  fresh  meals  while  at  sea.   That  Capt.  Hogan  ordered  tea 
and  sugar  for  several  who  were  sick. 

Samuel  Baxter  particularly  deposed,  that  he  had  heard  Capt  The 
Hogan  order  the  serjeant  from  the  poop,  and  order  him  to  be  ^^SS^. 
tied  up.     Does  not  recollect  who  oniered  him  to  be  punished. 
Hiat  when  it  was  over  the  serjeant  was  sent  forward,  and  his 
head  was  shaved  by  this  deponent     That  he  heard  there  was  a 
conspiracy  to  take  the  ship,  and  he  believed  there  was  such  a 
conspiracy.     That  the  convicts  who  came  out  in  the  Comwallis 
were  a  desperate  set  of  villains.     That  he  remembers  during  the 
time  the  serjeant  was  undergoing  his  punishment  he  applied  to 
Captain  Hogan  for  mercy,  and  was  answered :  '*  It  is  not  I  who 
pundsh  you,  but  your  officers.     When  you  come  to  Botany  Bay 
you  may  apply  to  me  for  mercy."     That  at  the  time  Martin  was 
punished  the  soldiers  in  fi^eneral  declared  with  one  voice  that  he  a  eoidier 
was  too  bad  a  character  to  associate  with,  and  they  all  voted  for  "■«*'**»• 
his  being  sent  below. 

Bryan  O'Donnell  particularly  deposed  that  Martin  instigated 
him  to  refuse  being  planted  centinel  while  at  Cork,  which  was 
the  occasion  of  his  being  tried  by  a  General  Court-martial  and 
sentenced  800  lashes,  150  of  which  he  received. 

John  Brabyn,  ensign  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  deposed,  Entiini 
.upon  oath,  that  he  came  out  in  the  Marquis  Comwallis  from  ^^^^y^ 
Irdand,  having  the  command  of  the  detachment  of  the   New 
South  Wales  Corps  on  board,  consisting  of  2  ensigns,  1  serjeant, 
1  corporal,  and  26  privates.      That  somewhere  about  the  Cape  de 
Verd  Islands  there  was  a  report  of  a  conspiracy  on  board  to  take  The 
the  ship.      It  was  first  said  to  exist  amongst  the  prisoners,  male  co°"Pi>«7- 
and  female  convicts  from  Ireland,  230  or  thereabouts.     That  on 
his  being  called  into  the  cabin  by  Capt.  Hogan,  in  the  presence 
of  Mr.  W.  Eoberts,  a  midshipman,  to  hear  the  information  of 
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Patrick  Hughes  (a  convict),  he  was  then  told  by  Hughes  that  the 
Serjeant  was  at  the  liead  of  a  gang  of  desperate  offenders  who 
were  to  take  the  ship.  That  he  was  the  more  readily  inclined 
to  believe  this  from  the  former  conduct  of  the  serjeant.  The 
Serjeant  received  from  him  while  laying  at  the  Cove  of  Cork  four 
clasped  knives.  That  after  they  had  sailed  a  month  he  applied  to 
him,  and  said  he  had  lost  his  knives,  and,  as  gnawing  his  meat 
like  a  dog  was  what  he  had  not  been  used  to,  he  asked  him 
for  two  more  knives,  which  he  gave  him.  That  evening  Capt. 
Hogan  received  information  that  the  serjeant  was  to  send  down 
amohgst  the  prisoners  six  knives,  for  which  he  had  received  money. 
That  on  this  report  he  thought  it  necessary  to  have  an  inspection 
to  see  what  knives  were  amongst  the  serjeant  and  men.  That  on 
the  serjeant  he  found  the  six  clasped  knives  ;  he  had  also  spiked 
up  the  touch-holes  of  six  lirelocks;  he  had  also  stolen  some  sheets. 
These  circumstances  induced  him  to  credit  Hughes's  information, 
on  which  account,  on  consulting  with  Captain  Hogan,  the  oiiicersy 
seamen,  <fec.,  in  the  ship,  he  was  ordered  into  confinement. 

That  Lawrence  Gaffney  received  no  ill-treatment  while  on 
board  the  ship.  As  to  his  being  confined  and  chained  to  the 
serjeant  while  he  died,  he  cannot  say  that  he  was  positively,  but 
he  thinks  he  was  not ;  that  he  was  brought  upon  deck  to  be 
dressed,  and  does  not  recollect  seeing  Gaffney  with  him.  That 
having  been  sent  for  by  Gaffney  while  in  prison,  he  told  him  who 
his  enemy  was.  That  he  had  accused  him  of  speaking  to  the 
convicts  at  the  hatchway.  That  he  might  be  innocent,  which 
would  appear  hereafter.  That  he  is  positive  the  soldiers  were  never 
wronged  out  of  their  allowance,  neither  were  the  prisoners.  That 
as  to  the  last  punishment  of  Jas.  Martin,  it  was  done  by  consult- 
ing with  liim  and  the  other  officer,  and  not  at  all  the  particular 
order  of  Capt  Hogan ;  and  that  no  soldier  was  ever  punished  but 
with  the  advice  and  knowledge  of  himself  and  the  other  officer. 

The  information  given  against  Gaffney  stated  that  he  was  hold- 
ing communication  with  the  convicts  in  council  with  the  serjeant^ 
and  was  to  supply  them  with  knives,  and  to  assist  them  in  getting 
on  deck.  At  the  inspection  he  did  not  find  any  knives  upon  him. 
He  was  confined  on  the  information  of  Nich.  Coghlin  and  another 
convict. 

That  nothing  but  the  steps  they  took  could  have  saved  the  ship^ 
and  to  which  they  were  impelled  by  necessity,  their  situation  being 
so  desperate  as  to  requfre  desperate  remedies. 

That  he  never  saw  Capt  Hogan  ill-treat  or  use  with  any  d^ree 
of  cruelty  any  of  the  soldiers  of  the  ship.  The  soldiers  never 
complained  to  him  of  anything  but  of  being  obliged  to  watch. 
This  consisted  only  in  now  and  then  pulling  a  rope,  or  getting  up 
their  own  water,  &c. 
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William  Moore,  ensign  in  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  depcsed,       1796 
upon  oath,  that  he  came  into  this  country  in  the  Marquis  Corn-      r,se|t 
wallis,  transport.     That  at  the  time  the  ship  was  nearly  crossing      . — 
the  line  he  heard  of  a  conspiracy  amongst  the  convicts  and  soldiers  Moorc! 
to  take  the  ship.     He  heard  that  the  serjeant  of  the  party  was  to 
furnish  the  convicts  with  arms  and  knives,  the  latter  to  saw  off 
their  irons.     The  convicts  were  to  be  let  upon  deck  by  the  serjeant, 
who  was  to  prevent  the  guard  from  firing  upon  them.     That  six 
knives  were  found  in  his  knapsack  on  inspecting  it,  altho'  the  Evidence 
evening  before  he  had  applied  to  Ensign  Brabyn  for  two  knives,  conspiracy. 
stating  that  he  had  none.     That  on  this  information  the  people  of 
the  ship  were  assembled  and  made  acquainted  with  it.    Sevei*al  cir- 
cumstances came  cut  against  the  serjeant  which  corroborated  the  The 
information  of  his  being  at  the  head  of  the  conspiracy.     That  it  JSJ^JUud 
appeared  he  had  spiked  the  touch-holes  of  six  muskets.     That  two 
pistols  belonging  to  an  officer  on  board,  being  sent  to  him  to 
clean,  he  disabled  them  both.    That  in  consequence  of  the  various 
informations  which  was  received,  the  officers  of  the  army  (Ensign 
Brabyn  and  himself),  the  officers  of  the  ship,  and  the  ship's  com- 
pany, came  to  the  unanimous  resolution  of  punishing  all  those  who 
were  proved  to  be  concerned  in  the  conspiracy  with  the  utmost 
severity.     That  this  resolution  was  put  in  execution,  and  upwards 
of  fifty  convicts  were  punished  in  consequence  of  it,  by  order  of  Fifty 
the  commander  of  the  ship.     That  the  serjeant  was  punished  by  puniihwi. 
Order  of  his  own  officers.     That  the  safety  of  the  ship  is  to  be 
attributed  whoUv  to  these  measures,  the  convicts  in  iijencral  on 
ooard  the  said  ship  being  of  the  very  worst  description,  and  the 
t*efu8e  and  sweepings  of  the  Irish  jails.     That  it  was  the  general 
Opinion  on  board  that  if  these  steps  had  not  been  taken  the  ship  severity 
Mrould  not  have  been  brought  in  safety  to  this  port.     He  never  "J^'^t*^^  ^ 
liearcl  of  any  ill-treatment  which  was  given  by  Capt.  Hogan  to  the  mutiny. 
]>risoners  on  board  that  cou'd  induce  them  to  form  this  conspiracy. 
That  he  never  saw  on  board  of  any  ill-treatment  shewn  by  Capt. 
I^ogan  to  the  soldiers.     That  he  is  of  opinion  there  were  sufficient 
I'easons  to  justify  the  confinement  of  Lawrence  Gaff'ney.     That 
xxiost  of  the  soldiers  were  of  opinion  that  Gaffney  was  not  fit  to  do 
^uty  in  the  ship  from  the  connexion  which  subsisted  between  him 
^nd  the  convicts. 

Hugh  Reid,  first  officer  on  board  the  ship  Marquis  Cornwallis, 
cieposed,  upon  oath,  that  there  was  embarked  at  Cork,  in  the 
Icingdom  of  Ireland,  163  male  and  70  female  convicts  on  board  the  icsmaie, 
Baid  ship.     That  several  of  the  male  convicts  were  known  by  the  cSnvicu'on 
name  of  Defenders,  and  the  whole  were  of  the  very  worst  descrip-  board. 
t^ion.     That  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  September  last  he  received 
&  caution  from  the  captain  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  over  the  con- 
victs and  the  soldiers,  as  he  had  just  received  information  from 
Some   of  the  former  of  a  conspiracy  to  take   the  ship.      This 
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1706      information  was  shortly  after  produced  to  the  ship's  company*    It 
6  Sept     respected  the  serjeant  of  the  detachment  as  well  as  seveial  of  the 
—       convicts,  and  was  strongly  corroborated  by  several  concurring  cir- 
agftinst  the  comstances.     It  was  therefore  agreed  unanimously,  by  all  the  free 
serBreaiit.      persons  on  board,  that  the  ringleaders  should  be  punished  with 
severity,  which  was  put  in  execution.     That  during  the  punish- 
ment information  came  out  against  Lawrence  Ga£fney,  who  was  in 
consequence  ordered  into  confinement.     That  had  not  these  steps 
been  taken  the  ship  could  never  have  been  secure,  as  it  evidenUy 
appeared  the  convicts,  headed  by  the  serjeant,  had  bound  them- 
selves by  oath  to  murder  the  captain  and  principal  officers.     That 
Treatment    the  convicts  were  treated  on  board  before  this  conspiracy  with 

Ol  OOQVlCtB 

andsokUen.  great  humanity,  and  the  soldiers  with  great  attention,  altho'  they 
at  times  behaved  with  much  impropriety.  That,  in. his  opinion, 
there  were  sufficient  reasons  for  confining  the  corporal — he  had 
been  twice  pitched  upon  personally  by  one  of  the  convicts  as  a 
man  who  had  had  communication  with  them  respecting  the  con- 
spiracy. The  ration  of  provisions  which  had  been  directed  by 
authority  was  always  regularly  served  out,  more  rather  than  less 
having  been  issued.  That  when  the  detachment  came  on  board 
the  ship,  at  Portsmouth,  the  officer  who  escorted  them  from  Chat- 

soy^enL**  ham  Barracks  informed  him  they  had  been  excessively  mutinous 
and  troublesome  to  him  on  the  march ;  that  the  serjeant  had  been 
the  most  so,  and  set  a  very  bad  example  to  some  of  the  young 
soldiers;  one  man  he  recommended  to  have  confined  in  double 
irons. 

Midshipman      William  Roberts,  a  midshipman  on  board  the  ship  Marquis 
^  Comwallis,  deposed,  upon  oath,  that  several  informations  of  a 

conspiracy  being  given  to  Captain  Hogan,  he  found  that  the  serjeant 
of  the  detachment  was  principally  concerned,  which  was  proved 
by  various  circumstances.  He  was  accordingly  confined  in  irons 
on  the  poop,  and  the  convicts  were  brought  on  deck  to  be  punished. 
That  about  fifty  of  them  being  punished,  the  commanding  ofi&cer 

Punishing     of  the  soldiers  ordered  the  punishment  of  the  serjeant,  who  waft 

JJre?*  '*'      afterwards  ordered  by  the  general  voice  down  below  in  the  prLsoza 
amongst  the  convicts,  as  it  was  not  safe  to  have  him  on  deck  amongst^ 
the  soldiers.     That  on  being  taken  down  he  heard  the  convicts 
unanimously  execrate  the  serjeant  as  the  author  of  all  their  mis-^ 
fortunes,  and  requesting  that  he  might  be  sent  forward  in  the  hoir' 
of  the  ship  out  of  their  sight    That  information  was  given  against^ 
Lawrence  Gaffhey  by  a  man  who  did  not  know  his  name,  but  whop^ 
twice  pointed  him  out  as  he  passed  him.     That  he  has  no  reasom^ 
to  suppose  that  any  ill-treatment  was  shown  by  Captain  Hogan  U^ 
any  of  the  soldiers  or  prisoners  on  board.     That  had  not  theses 
punishments  taken  place  the  ship  would  not  have  been  safe. 

Matthew  Matthew  Austin,  superintending  surgeon  on  the  part  of  Gk)vem- 

ment  to  the  soldiers  and  convicts  on  board  the  ship  ComwaliiSy 
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deposed,  upon  oath,  that  he  is  of  opinion  firmly  that  a  conspiracy       1796 
existed  on  board  the  said  ship  to  get  possession  of  her,  and  take      5  gept. 
her  to  South  America.    That  Capt.  Hogan  received  the  first  infor- 
mation on  the  9th  of  September,  which  he  kept  secret  until  he 
could  get  clear  and  satisfactory  proof.     That  on  the  15th  following 
he  produced  his  information,  when  it  was  unanimously  resolved 
that  all  the  conspirators  should  be  severely  punished.     This  reso- 
lution was  taken  by  all  the  free  people  in  the  ship,  and  put  in 
execution,  between  forty  and  fifty  being  punished.     That  some  of  Female 
the  women  were  concerned  in  the  conspiracy,  their  part  being  to  jS^^tlu, 
convey  knives  to  the  men,  and  to  put  pounded  glass  into  the  congpiim- 
meases  of  the  ship's  company.     That  he  approved  highly  of  the 
steps  which  were  taken  when  the.  conspiracy  was  known,  and 
attributes  his  own  existence  at  present  to  those  measures.     He  is 
of  opinion  that  no  wanton  cruelty  whatsoever  was  exercised  on  any 
person  on  board. 

John  Hogan,  surgeon  of  the  ship  Marquis  Comwallis,  deposed.  Surgeon 
upon  oath,  that  he  is  of  opinion  there  existed  a  conspiracy  on  e\iS^<^. 
hoard  to  take  the  said  ship  on  her  voyage  to  this  country.     That 
it  was  told  hiin  the  convicts  immediately  on  their  being  embarked 
bound  themselves  by  oath  to  be  true  to  their  own  principles. 
That  on  the  15th  this  conspiracy  was  discovered  and  laid  before 
the  ship's  company  and  officers  by  Captain  Hogan.     That  they  all 
came  to  the  unanimous  resolution  of  punishing  the  conspirators 
with  as  much  severity  as  possible,  by  flogging  them  on  their  Flogging 
hare  backs  with  cat-o'-nine-tAils ;  that  this  resolution  was  entered  ton?*^^ 
into  to  save  their  own  lives  and  the  ship.      This  resolution  was 
accordingly  executed.     The  convicts  on  board  were  of  such  a 
description  of  people  that  no  other  measure  short  of  putting 
them  all  to  death  could  have  saved  the  ship.      That  ever  after 
their  punishment  those  who  had  been  punished  endeavoured  to 
strangle  in  the  night  those  who  had  given  information.      That 
Capt  Hogan  was  compelled  to  fire  amongst  them  to  suppress 
their  mutiny.     That  he  heard  Capt.   Hogan  declare  to  Ensign  The 
Brabyn  that  he  left  any  steps  regarding  the  Serjeant  to  be  taken  **^'^'^"*' 
by  him,  as  he  meant  to  try  him  for  piracy  on  the  arrival  of  the 
ship  in  New  South  Wales.     That  he  never  understood  from  either 
convict  or  soldier  that  they  had  any  ill-treatment  to  complain  of 
from  them      He  has  frequently  heard  the  convicts  say  that  Capt. 
Hogan's  kindness  to  them  was   to  coax  them   to  Botany  Bay, 
as  he  knew  they  were  too  powerful.      That  there  l)eing  reason 
to  suppose  the   boatswain  mate  h^d  been  concerned  with  the  The 
convicts,  he  was  turned  out  of  the  ship  at  St.  Helena.      That  nSte.*^ "  * 
one  of  the  soldiers  of  the  detachment  was  tried  by  a  General 
Court-martial  on  board  the  ship  for  neglect  of  duty,  tho'  his 
oflfence  was  for  damning  the  King  and  saying  he  would  not  serve 
his  Majesty.     That  after  the  Court-martial  was  over  one  of  the 
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1798      soldiers  who  was  centinel  quitted  his  post  and  went  up  to  the 
6Sq)t.     President.      These   circumstances   are   mentioned   to   shew   the 
irregular  state  of  the  detachment. 

David  Collins,  Judge- Advocate. 
W.  Balmaix. 

[Enclosure.] 

Statement  by  Captain  Hogan. 
Ship  Marquis  Comwallis,  at  sea,  10th  Sept.,  1795. 
Convict        At  6  p.m.   I  received  a  note  from  Wm.   Mouton  and  Francis 
Royal,  two  convicts,  desiring  to  speak  to  me  in  private,  and  at  8 
this  morning,  having  brought  them  into  my  cabbin,  they  informed . 
me,  .in  tlie  presence  of  Mr.  Richardson,  that  a  conspiracy  was 
formed  by  the  convicts  and  soldiers  to  get  possession  of  the  arms 
and  the  ship,  and  that  I  was  the  first  person  to  be  put  to  death,  and 
that  Sergt.  Ellis  and  a  few  of  the  soldiers  were  at  the  head  of 
this  plot.     They  also  informed  me  that  the  sergt.  was  to  furnish 
Knives  to  be  the  convicts  with  knives  for  the  purpose  of  making  saws  to  cut 
th^rgSnL  ^^  their  irons,  and  that  the  convicts  were  to  send  the  sergt. 
money  to  purchase  the  knives,  and  that  they  and  he  correspondedL 
regularly,  and  the  notes  which  passed  betwesn  them  (after  beings 
read)  were  thrown  overboard,  and  at  daylight  some  morning  thej^ 
were  to  rush  on  deck  in  a  body  when  the  boys  were  let  up 
clear  the  buckets.     This,  of  course,  gave  me  some  concern  an 
additional  caution,  and  induced  me  to  request  Ensign  Braby 
Examining    (the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops)  to  fall  his  men  in  an 
the  soldiers,  m^g^er  their  kitts,  and  on  examining  the  sergeant's  first  we  foun 
six  knives  upon  him,  all  new  and  large  but  one.     Last  night  h 
went  to  Ensign  Brabyn  and  got  two  knives  from  him,  saying  hesr 
had  not  one  to  cut  his  victuals,  but  to  our  great  surprize  we  founoC^ 
him  possessed  of  six,  for  (I  am  sure)  the  worst  of  purposes. 
On  the  After  considering  seriously  of  this  information,  and  finding  th^ 

knives  with  the  sergt.,  whose  principles  I  long  doubted,  I  cautioned, 
the  officers  and  petty  officers,  with  some  confidential  seamen, 
against  any  sudden  surprize  or  attack  from  forward,  and  kept  a 
strict  eye  myself  to  the  conduct  of  the  soldiers.  On  the  12th,  at 
8  p.m.,  the  gunner  came  to  me  in  my  cabin,  and  informed  me  that 
last  night  between  half-past  10  and  11  o'clock,  being  in  tlie  lee 
waist,  he  heard  the  sergeant  make  use  of  mutinous  and  inflamatory 
Soldiers  end  language  to  the  soldiers,  addressing  himself  mostly  to  the  centinels 
convicts.  Qj^  ^^^  £Qj.g  hatchway  (the  prison  door).  He  compared  the  situa- 
tion of  the  soldiers  to  the  convicts,  saying  they  were  worse  off, 
for  that  some  of  the  convicts  were  transported  only  for  seven 
years,  and  that  they  were  for  life,  and  that  they  were  damned 
fools  to  be  sold.  On  this  I  appointed  a  seaman  to  stand  at  the 
fore  hatchway  as  centinel  (with  two  soldiers),  with  strict  and 


MUTINY  ON  A  TRANSPORT,  111 

f)Ositive  orders  to  do  that  very  necessary  duty.     I  also  laid  similar      1796 
injunctions  on  the  forecastle  officer,  and  gave  the  seamen  forward      &  sept. 
an  idea  that  something  wrong  was  going  on,  being  convinced  of  0^^,^^^, 
the  duty  I  saw  they  owed  their  king  and  country  from  the  chear-  {fuard. 
ful  manner  in  which  they  obeyed  every  order.     Nothing  further 
transpired  till  the  Idth  inst.,  when  Patt.  Hines,  a  convict  (a  man 
wlio  I  had  a  good  character  of,  and  had  reason  to  fonn  a  good 
opinion  of  from  his  general  conduct  since  he  came  on  board), 
gave  additional  and  very  substantial  information  of  a  conspiracy  a  com  ict 
forming  between  the  convicts  and  sergt.,  and  said  he  was  ready  to  "  °""** 
prove  the  whole  that  day ;  but  as  I  was  desirous  of  the  clearest 
and  fullest  information  on  this  business,  and  of  having  the  ring- 
leaders pointed  out,  I  ordered  him  into  the  prison  for  a  few 
days  to  collect,  if  possible,  more  than  he  had  already  known,  by 
pretending  to  be  hearty  in  their  desperate  cause. 

On  i^ie  15th,  at  10  a.m.,  I  sent  for  Ensign  Jno.  Brabyn,  the  a  meeting  of 
commanding  officer  of  the  troops,  and  Mr.  \Vm.  Roberts,  an  officer  ^ 
of  the  ship,  into  my  cabin,  and  ordered  Hines  to  be  brought  aft 
to  me  from  the  prison,  that  he  might  give  his  information  in  the 
presence  of  these  two  gentlemen  relative  to  the  conspiracy,  which 
^e  before  said  was  forming  between  the  convicts  and  sergeant, 
^fch  an  intention  of  geting  possession  of  the  ship,  and  puting  me, 
^e  greatest  part  of  the  officers,  and  crew  to  death,  or  such  part  as 
*'ould  resist  their  desperation,  which,  I  am  sure,  would  be  the 
^'lole,  and  afterwards  conduct  the  ship  to  America,  in  which 
country  they  were  to  dispose  of  her  as  they  should  determine  by 
^  'Hajority  of  voices. 


R.  DuNDAS*  TO  The  Duke  of  Portland.  • 

^Xy  Lord  Duke,  Edinburgh,  5th  September,  1796. 

In  obedience  to  your  Gi-ace's  letter  of  the  9th  of  August 
^t^  transmitting  to  me,  by  his  Majesty's  command,  copies  of  a 
letter  from  Governor  Hunter,  and  a  memorial  from  Thomas  Muir,  ^®"J2lJ*'j,^' 
Thomas  Fishe  Palmer,  and  William  Skirving,  dated  Sydney,  New  Martyrs.*^  y 

°^^th  Wales,  25th  of  October,  1795,t  and  desiring  me  to  report  V^ 

^y  opinion  "  whether  under  the  several  sentences  passed  against 
wieufi  Governor  Hunter  is  not  authorised  to  detain  these  prisoner 
^  the  settlement  of  New  South  Wales,  for  and  during  the  period 
f<^r  'which  they  are  seperately  adjudged  by  their  sentences,"  I 
?^  leave  humbly  to  report  that  Governor  Hunter,  in  ray  opinion.  Legality  of 
^  ^^ot  only  authorised  so  to  detain  tliem,  but  that  he  is  guilty  detention. 
^'  ^  breach  of  duty  if  he  permitts  them  to  leave  tliat  settlement 
^^ring  the  periods  of  their  respective  sentences.     The  sentence 

/T  ^^^^^bert  DundM,  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland,  and  nephew  of  the  Riu^ht  Hon.  Hcnn-  Dundas 

<^«glld^IeV 

5»v ,  '^Unter'n  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  and  the  memorial  from  Muir,  Palmer,  and 

''lUrTlQ^,  ,rUl  j^  |quq4  {„  Vol,  n^  ^t  pp.  882-SS5. 
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1796      of  transportation  bears  '^  to  such  place  as  his  Majesty,  with  the 
6  Sept.     adWce  of  his  Privy  Council,  shall  direct  and  appoint,  and  that  for 
the  space  of  fourteen  years  from  this  date."     It  is  therefore  im- 
possible to  doubt  that  it  is  not  the  mere  conveyance  of  their  persons 
to  a  place  which  has  already  been  done,  and  which  these  convicts 
erroneously  maintain  to  be  all  that  is  necessary  to  be  done  ;  but  it 
is  transportation  to  such  place  for  a  stated  period,  which  alone 
fulfills  the  sentence  and  executes  the  judgement  of  the  law  pro- 
nounced against  them. 
Thoiow in        j^  ig  true  that  if  they  were  to  escape  from  New  South  Wales 
escaped        and  go  into  a  foreign  country,  they  could  not,  whilst  they  remained 
convicts.      ^  g^^ij  foreign  country,  be  removed  and  brought  back  to  the  place 
of  transportation  ;  but  if  they  were  found  either  on  board  a  ship 
or  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  dominions  other  than  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  I  apprehend  it  would  be  the  duty  of  every  magistrate, 
officer,  and  subject,  to  seize,  detain,  and  restore  them  to  the  settle- 
ment from  whence  they  had  escaped,  and  to  which  they  have  for 
a  certain  period  been  legally  transported.     Equally,  as  in  the  event 
of    their  escaping  and  returning  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland, 
they  would  be  liable  not  only  to  be  seized^  but  to  the  infliction  of 
a  capital  punishment. 
Assignment       It  makes  no  difference,  as  Governor  Hunter  seems  to  suppose, 
essential,      that  the  service  of  these  convicts  has  not  been  assigned  by  thdr 
sentences  during  the  respective  periods  of  their  transportation. 
There  are  innumerable  instances  of   the  same   kind,  and  there 
must  be  convicts  at  present  undergoing  their  sentences  in  New 
South  Wales  who  are  precisely  in  the  same  situation. 
Powereof         The  Court  of  Justiciary  has  full  power  to  adjudge  the  service  or 
j\wticiarj-.°  ^ot,  as  the  nature  of  the  offence  seems  to  merit.     Many  instances 
have  occurred  of  transporting  an  offender  from  this  country  for 
life,  and  adjudging  his  service  for  three,   five,  or  seven  years, 
seldom  (I  believe  never)  beyond  that  period,  or  of  transporting 
them  for  seven  or  fourteen  years,  either  dropping,  as  in  the  present 
instances,  the  adjudication  of  servitude  altogether,  or  limiting  it, 
as  above,  to  a  portion  of  the  term  of  transportation. 

The  Court  in  the  present  and  in  other  cases  have  considered  it 
improper  to  sui)eradd  the  punishment  of  adjudication  of  their  ser- 
vices, either  for  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  period  of  transpo^ 
tation,  but  did  not,  therefore,  limit  the  sentence  to  the  mere  con- 
veyance of  their  persons  to  that  settlement,  with  liberty  to  leave 
interpreta-  it  the  next  moment.  The  sentence  explicitly  states  the  reverse — 
sentence.*  that  they  are  to  be  transported  where  his  Majesty  pleases  to 
appoint,  and  that  for  a  fixed  and  precise  period.  It  is  the  du^' 
of  Governor  Hunter  and  those  to  whom  his  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  entrust  the  charge  and  command  of  that  settlement  to 
do  his  best  in  detaining  in  that  settlement  every  convict  during 
the  respective  period  of  transportation,  just  as  it  is  the  daty  of 
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every  officer  who  may  find  them  out  of  that  settlement  in  a  i>Iace      1796 
subject  to  his  Majesty's  jwwer  to  restore  them  to  the  settlement      5  acpt. 
from  whence  they  may  have  esca|)ed. 

By  the  Act  25th  of  his  Majesty,  cap.  46,  under  the  authority  f{^^^^Q 
of  which  these  men  are  transported,  it  is  made  lawful  to  transfer 
convicts  to  persons  willing  to  contract  for  the  due  performance 
Off  such  transportation  for  such  and  the  same  term  of  yeare  for 
which  any  such  offender  shall  have  been  ordered  to  be  trans- 
ported ;  and  it  would  have  been  unquestionably  not  only  com- 
petent, but  necessary,  for  such  contractor  to  have  detained  them 
in  such  place  for  the  specific  [ieriod,  otherwise  the  conditions  of 
his  contract  would  have  been  forfeited. 

The  only  difference  between  that  case  and  those  of  the  whole  Legal 
convicts  now  in  New  South  Wales  whose  services  have  not  been  ^^1°"  ®'  * 
adjudged  is,  that  the  last  have  been  conveyed  there  at  the  public 
expence,  and  by  officers  appointed  by  his  Majesty,  who,  though 
not  entitled  whilst  the  convicts  behave  properly  to  deprive  them 
of  their  liberty  within  the  settlement,  ai*e  bound  to  take  care  that 
they  do  not  leave  it  untill  the  period  of  transpoitation  is  fulfilled. 

As  to  the  idea  thrown  out  by  Governor  Hunter  of  the  possi- 
bilifcy  of  those  persons  coming  to  and  fixing  their  residence  in 
Ireland,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Grace  to  sec.  3rd  of  the  above-  ^5®***  J'^' 
mentioned  statute,  which  puts  returning  to  Ireland  precisely  in  ' 
the  same  predicament  with  returning  to  Great  Britain ;  but  on  this 
topic  it  is  unnecessary  to  enter,  because  I  have  no  doubt  of  its  being 
the  duty  of  the  Governor  and  every  officer  in  New  South  Wales  to 
prevent  every  convict  from  leaving  or  escaping  from  that  settlement 
during  the  period  of  and  in  terms  of  their  respective  sentences. 

It  is  impossible,  exclusive  of  the  obvious  fallacy  of  the  plea 
maintained  by  these  convicts,  which  if  good  to  them  is  equally 
so  to  every  other  convict  whose  servitude  has  not  been  thought 
fit  to  be  adjudged,  not  to  direct  your  Grace's  attention  to  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  endeavoured  in  their  memorial  to 
€k>vemor  Hunter  to  give  a  colour  to  that  plea  by  a  false  and 
mutilated  statement  of  their  respective  sentences. 

In  that  memorial  their  words  are  : — "  Our  respective  sentences  Sentence  on 
are  expressed  in  the  following  terms  :  To  be  transported  beyond  Martyrs  as 
seas  to  such  place  as  his  Majesty,  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  g^oted  by 
Council,  shall  declare  and  appoint,  with  certification  if  after  being 
BO  transported  he  shall  return  to  and  be  found  at  large  within 
any  part  of  Great  Britain  without  some  lawful  cause,  and  be 
thereby  lawfully  convicted,  he  shall  suffer  death,  as  in  cases  of 
felony,  without  benefit  of  clergy,  by  the  law  of  England." 

But  in  the  middle  of  what  they  have  so  given  as  a  quotation  An 
of  their  sentence  they  have  (conscious  it  would  seem  of  its  true  o3Sira!* 
import)  studiously  and  purposely  omitted  the  most  material  part, 
namelyy  the  following,  which  in  the  sentence  immediately  precedes 

VOL.  ni — H 
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5  Sept. 


Construc- 
tion of  the 
sentence. 


The  Lord 

Justice* 

Clerk. 


The  counsel 
for  th« 
Crown. 


Interpre* 
tation  of  the 
law. 


the  words  "with  certification,"  viz^t,  "and  that  for  the  space  of 
fourteen  years  from  this  date,"*  attempting  thereby  to  keep  out  of 
view  what  is  as  much  part  of  the  sentence,  and  necessary  to  be 
fulfilled,  as  the  actual  conveyance  of  their  persons  to  New  South 
Wales,  which  these  unfortunate  persons  contend  to  amount  to  a 
complete  execution  of  it.  If  the  sentence,  therefore,  in  its  sound 
construction  warranted  the  conveyance  of  their  persons  to  New 
South  Wales,  it  equally  warrants  the  restraining  of  and  confining 
their  persons  to  that  settlement  during  their  respective  periods  of 
transportation,  and,  in  the  event  of  their  escaping  from  it,  bringing 
them  back  to  and  replacing  them  in  it  wherever  they  can  be  found, 
and  wherever  the  power  of  seizing  them  exists. 

Upon  the  reference  made  in  the  memorial  of  these  convicts  to 
what  is  said  to  have  been  utterei  by  the  Lord  Justice -Clerk  and 
the  council  for  the  Crown  on  the  trial  of  Gerrald,  your  Grace  does 
not  call  upon  me  to  advert;  yet  I  consider  it  my  duty,  in  justice 
to  the  high  and  distinguished  character  of  that  able  and  experi- 
enced Judge,  to  observe  that  if  what  a  Peer  in  Parliament  who 
was  not  present  upon   that  trial  states  upon  information  (the 
nature  of  which  is  unexplained)  to  have  been  the  words  of  the 
President  of  the  Court  of  Justiciary  can  be  considered  as  authentic 
or  accurate,  that  information  must  have  been  peculiarly  unfortunate 
in  these  respects  upon  the  present  occasion,  his  Lordship,  to  whom 
I  felt  it  proper  to  communicate  these  convicts'  memorial,  having 
authorised  me  in  the  most  explicit  and  unqualified  terms  to  deny 
the  words  that  have  been  unjustly  imputed  to  him.     As  to  what 
the  junior  council  for  the  Crown  (Mr.  Montgomery)  is  stated  by  a 
shorthand- writer  employed  by  the  persons  convicted  to  have  said 
in  argument  upon  the  trial  of  Gerrald,  it  is  not  likely  that  he  should 
even  inadvertently  have  so  expressed  himself,  more  especially  when 
alluding  to  a  passage  from  Sir  George  M'Kenzie,  which  in  no  degree 
justifies  the  inference  that  council  is  reported  to  have  drawn  from 
it.     It  is  true  what  Sir  George  M^Kenzie  states,  that  in  Scotland 
''no  Judge  can  confine  a  man  whom  he  banisheth  to  any  place 
without  his  jurisdiction,  because  he  hath  no  jurisdiction  over  other 
countries,  and  so  cannot  make  any  Acts  nor  pronounce  any  sen- 
tences relative  to  them,"  nor  has  the  Court  of  Justiciary  any 
authority  or  power  to  confine  a  single  convict  to  the  settlement  of 
New  South  Wales,  though  it  most  unquestionably  has  the  power 
to  pronounce  that  sentence  which  gives  occasion  to  their  being 
transported  legally  from  Scotland  to  that  settlement  by  those  to 
whom  his  Majesty  entrusts  the  execution  of  the  law,  and  the 
controul  of  that  settlement  to  which  they  are  so  transported. 
The  sentence  of  the  Court  does  no  more  than  lawfully  put  the 
convict  within  the  realm  of  Scotland  into  the  hands  of  the  officer 
or  contractor  legally  authorised  by  the  Crown  to  receive  him,  and 
who  was  bound  in  the  conveyance  of  such  convict  to  the  plaoe  of 

See  the  sentence  passed  on  Pilmer.— Vol.  ii,  pp.  8£5-(k 
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transportation,  and  in  the  custody  of  his  person  thei^,  to  deal  with       1798 
him  as  the  sentence  directs,  and  as  the  duty  of  his  office  commands.      5  gept. 
But  this  he  does,  not  by  authority  of  the  Court  of  Justiciary,  but 
under  that  of  his  Majesty,  from  whom  his  power  flows,  and  who 
is  authorised  to  execute  the  judgements  of  the  law. 

The  Court  of  Justiciary  have  lawfully  put  Muir,  Palmer,  and  ^"J^**2?d  2t 
Skirving  into  the  hands  of  the  King  and  Privy  Council,  to  be  sent  the  Crown. 
for  a  period,  one  of  them  of  seven  and  the  other  two  of  fourteen 
years  each,  somewhere  beyond  seas,  in  terms  of  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment on  which  their  sentences  are  founded  ;  and  his  Majesty  has 
lawfully,  with  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  declared  and  appointed 
**  the  place  to  which  the  said  several  offenders  shall  be  conveyed 
and  transported  for  the  time  or  terms  in  their  several  and  respec- 
tive sentences  mentioned  to  be  the  eastern  coast  of  New  South 
Wal«."  Were  these  or  any  other  convicts  to  escape  from  that  The  law  ^ 
settlement  either  into  England  or  Ireland,  even  there  the  authority  ^^pe^f 
and  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Justiciary  could  not  reach  them, 
which,  provided  they  did  not  show  their  faces  within  Scotland, 
has  neither  the  right  nor  the  power  at  Common  Law  to  meddle 
with  them.  But  it  would  be  the  duty  of  every  officer,  civil  or 
military,  and  of  every  one  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  to  seize, 
detain,  and  transmit  them  to  Scotland,  where  the  puuishment  of 
death  would  be  inflicted  upon  them  by  the  Court,  in  terms  of  the 
3rd  sec.  of  the  Act  25th  of  his  Majesty,  cap.  46,  which  declares  a 
return  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  attended  with  the 
same  consequences  which  at  Common  Law,  by  force  of  the  sentence 
and  authority  of  the  Court  of  Justiciary,  alone  would  follow  the 
return  of  a  Scotch  convict  into  Scotland.  I  have,  (fcc, 

R.  DUNDAS. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

13th  September,  1796.         is  Sept. 
Parole — Kent.  Countersign — Maidstone. 

The  comraandiDg  officer  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  will  direct  Guard  (or 
the  detachment  ordered  on  the  18th  of  last  month  to  be  in  readiness  f^niL 
for  Norfolk  Island  to  embark  on  Fiiday  next,  the  1 6th  instant,  on 
board  his  Majesty's  ships  Reliance  and  Supply. 

His  Excellency  having  been  pleased  to  appoint  Mr.  Thomas  The  Provost- 
Smyth  to  be  Provost-Marshal  of  this  territory,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  *^*"****- 
Henry  Brewer,  deceased,  by  warrant  bearing  date  tlie  9th  day 
of  July  last,  William  Stephenson  is  appointed  storekeeper  at  this 
place  in  his  room  from  this  date. 

Mr.  Thos.  Moore  is  appointed  to  the  place  of  master  boat-builder.  The  boat- 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Daniel  Paine,  commencing  on  the  2nd  instant.    ^"*^***^''- 

And  Mr.  George  Barrington  is  appointed  superintendant  of  George 
convicts,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Thomas  Clark,  returning  to  England,  ^"^"^'*®"- 
commencing  on  the  17th  instant  Jno.  Hunter. 
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13  Sept 

Christian, 

Bounty 

mutineer. 


Mutiny  on  the  Bounty.* 

Christian,  chief  mutineer  on  board  his  Majesty's  ship  Bounty. — 
This  extraordinary  nautical  character  has  at  length  transmitted 
to  England  an  account  of  his  conduct  in  his  mutiny  on  board  the 
Bounty,  and  a  detail  also  of  his  subsequent  proceedings,  after 
he  obtained  command  of  the  ship,  in  which,  after  visiting  Juan 
Fernandez  and  various  islands  in  South  America,  he  was  ship- 
wrecked in  rescuing  Don  Henriques,  Major-General  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Chili,  from  a  similar  disaster ;  an  event  which,  after  many 
perilous  circumstances,  led  to  his  present  luci^tive  establishment 
under  the  Spanish  Government  in  South  America,  for  which  he 
was  about  to  sail  when  the  last  accounts  were  received  from  him. 

In  his  voyage,  <S:c.,  which  he  has  lately  published  at  Cadiz,  we 
are  candidly  told  by  this  enterprising  mutineer  that  the  revolt 
which  he  headed  on  board  his  Majesty's  ship  Bounty  was  not 
ascribable  to  any  dislike  of  their  commander.  Captain  Bligh,  but 
to  the  unconquerable  passion  which  he  and  the  major  part  of  the 
ship's  crew  entertained  for  the  enjoyments  which  Otahoite  still 
Motive  for    held  out  to  their  voluptuous  imaginations.     "  It  is  but  justice," 
Exonmtes   says  he,  '^  that  I  should  acquit  Captain  Bligh,  in  the  most  une- 
Bligh.  quivocal  manner,  of  having  contributed  in  the  smallest  degree 

to  the  promotion  of  our  conspiracy  by  any  harsh  or  ungentle - 
manlike  conduct  on  his  part ;  so  far  from  it^  that  few  officers  in 
the  service,  I  am  persuaded,  can,  in  this  respect,  be  found  superior 
to  him,  or  produce  stronger  claims  upon  the  gratitude  and  attach- 
ment of  the  men  whom  they  are  appointed  to  command.  Our 
mutiny  is  wholly  to  be  ascribed  to  the  strong  predilection  we 
A  South  8ea  ij^d  contracted  for  living  at  Otaheite,  where,  exclusive  of  the 
happy  disposition  of  the  inhabitants,  the  mildness  of  the  climate, 
and  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  we  had  formed  certain  tender  con- 
nexions, which  banished  the  remembrance  of  Old  England  entirely 
from  our  breasts  ! " 

After  describing  the  seizure  and  securing  of  Captain  Bligh's 
person  in  his  cabin.  Christian  thus,  concludes  his  account  of  this 
brutal  revolt : — 

"  During  the  whole  of  this  transaction  Captain  Bligh  exerted 
himself  to  the  utmost  to  reduce  the  people  to  a  sense  of  their  duty, 
by  haranguing  and  -  expostulating  with  them,  which  caused  me 
to  assume  a  degree  of  ferocity  quite  repugnant  to  my  feelings, 
as  I  dreaded  the  effect  which  his  remonstrances  might  produce. 
Hence  I  several  times  threatened  him  with  instant  death  unless 
he  desisted ;  but  my  menaces  were  all  in  vain.  He  continued  to 
harangue  us  with  so  much  manly  eloquence  that  I  was  fain  to  call 
in  the  dram-bottle  to  my  aid,  which  I  directed  to  be  served  round 
to  my  associates.  Thus  heartened  and  encouraged,  we  went 
through  the  business ;  though,  for  my  own  part,  I  must  acknow- 

*  Reprinted  from  the  Tnte  Britcn  of  18th  September,  1796. 


Gaptain 

Bligh's 

fortitude. 
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ledge  that  I  suffered   more   than  words  can  express,  from  the  1700 

convict  of  contending  passions  ;  but  I  had  gone  too  far  to  recede  ;  is  sept, 
so,  putting  the  best  face  on  the  business,  I  ordered  the  boat  to  be 
cut  adrift,  wore  ship,  and  shaped  our  course  back  for  Otaheite  !" 


Captain  Macarthur  to  Captain  Paterson. 

Sir,  Parramatta,  13th  September,  1796. 

It  having  been  represented  to  me  that  his  Excellency  Macarthur 
(fovemor  Hunter  intends  making  some  representation  to  his  ^^  Atkins. 
Majesty's  Ministers  relative  to  my  complaint  against  Mr.  Richaixl 
Atkins,  and  as  I  have  no  cause  to  be  satisiied  with  the  manner 
in  which  my  complaint  has  been  treated,  or  means  of  knowing 
what  justice  will  be  done  me  in  the  intended  representation,  I 
have  thought  it  proper  to  prepare  a  copy  of  every  letter  written 
on  the  subject.  This  copy  I  have  to  request  you  i^-ill  have  the 
goodness  to  convey  to  Lieut.-Colonel  Grose,  that  the  whole  may 
be  laid  by  him  before  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

As  I  have  no  motives  but  what  will  admit  of  the  strictest 
investigation,  I  cou'd  wish  that  his  Excellency  Governor  Hunter 
may  be  informed  of  my  intentions.         I  have,  <&c., 

John  McArtiiur. 


Captain  Macarthur  to  Lieutenant-Colon kl  Grose. 

Sir,  New  South  Wales,  13th  September,  1796. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  you  the  copies  of  some  letters  Fontarding 
relating  to  a  complaint  I  have  had  occasion  to  make  to  his  Excel-  ^Jj^.^' 
lency  Governor  Hunter  against  Mr.  Richard  Atkins,  for  insulting  pondenoc. 
me  in  the  execution  of  my  duty,  at  the  post  where  I  commanded. 

Those  papers  will  acquaint  you  with  every  particular  on  the 
subject  that  I  have  any  certain  knowledge  of ;  and  if  any  repre- 
sentation shou'd  be  made  by  Governor  Hunter  (as  I  am  informed 
is  intended)  they  will  enable  you  to  satisfy  the  Commander-in- 
Oiief  that  there  has  not  been  the  smallest  impropriety  committed 
on  my  part. 

You  will  observe  by  the  copy  of  a  Regimental  Court-martiars 
sentence  that  two  soldiers  of  your  corps  have  been  unjustly  accused 
of  robbing  the  Govemor^s  garden ;  and  you  will  instantly  perceive 
that  the  charge  was  made  with  no  view  but  to  stigmatize  the 
corps  and  to  wound  the  feelings  of  your  officers. 

To  have  expressed  a  proper  resentment  at  such  conduct,  and  to 
expose  the  man  who  is  countenanced  in  so  infamous  a  practice,  I 
am  persuaded  cannot  fail  to  receive  your  particular  approbation. 

I  have,  &c., 

John  McArthur, 
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IS  Sept  Captain  Macarthub  to  Goyebnob  Hunteb. 

Sir,  Parramatta,  18th  July,  1796. 

I  yesterday  received  the  accompanying  letter,  addressed  to 
the  "  Officer  Commanding  a  Detachment  of  the  New  South  Wales 
Corps,  Parramatta" ;  and  in  consequence  of  the  complaint  it  con- 
tained I  ordered  Lance-Corporal  Townsend  into  confinement.  I 
also  wrote  to  Mr.  Atkins*  requesting  the  name  of  the  soldier 
stealing  charged  with  stealing  turnips  from  your  garden,  at  the  same  time 
vegetebee.  ^^jj^g  occasion  to  observe  that  his  wishes  in  favour  of  the 
corporal  were  unavailing,  as  it  was  never  my  practice  to  conceal 
fraud  or  to  screen  offenders  from  punishment.  In  answer  to  this 
I  received  the  letter  addressed  "  Captn.  McArthur."  Your  Excel- 
lency will  instantly  perceive  that  it  was  my  indispensable  duty  to 
enquire  the  name  of  the  soldier  who  had  committed  the  offence 
stated  by  Mr.  Atkins,  and  that  in  so  doing  I  have  be^i  treated 
with  insufferable  insult. 

WvuWng  ♦        ^  ^^^^  ^^^  *^®  smallest  doubt  but  that  you  will  see  the  propriety 
ntme.  of  ordering  the  soldier's  name  to  be  communicated  to  me,  that  if 

he  be  guilty  he  may  be  brought  to  punishment,  and  that  a  body 
of  men  who  are  perfectly  innocent  may  not  be  stigmatized  for  the 
faults  of  an  individual  or  two  of  their  number.  How  far  Mr. 
Atkins  is  amenable  to  rebuke  for  his  conduct  your  Excellency 
alone  is  capable  of  deciding. 

That  his  last  letter  is  a  gross  insult  to  me  in  the  execution  of 
my  duty  I  think  cannot  be  disputed  ;  and  I  should  be  wanting  in 
justice  to  myself  and  respect  to  his  Majesty's  service  if  I  forebore 
to  complain  or  respectfully  to  claim  redress. 

I  have,  d:c., 

John  McArthub. 

[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Mr.  Richard  Atkins  to  Thb  Officbr  Commanding  at 

Pabramatta. 
Sir,  17th  July,  1796. 

^riS???!  ^  think  it  pix)per  to  acquaint  you  that  the  corporal  of 

the  guard  was  this  morning,  between  the  hours  of  two  and  four, 
detected  stealing  of  turnips  in  the  Qovemor's  garden.  This,  I 
must  say,  has  been  too  much  the  custom,  for  no  later  than  two 
days  ago  another  soldier  was  detected  in  the  same  business.  I 
make  no  doubt,  sir,  but  you  will  give  such  orders  that  will  in 
future  effectually  put  a  stop  to  such  practices.  For  myself  I  do 
not  wish  the  man  to  receive  any  other  punishment  than  a  repri- 
mand, but  that  is  for  your  consideration. 

I  am,  <S:c., 

Richard  Atkins. 

*  This  letter  ie,  unfortunately,  not  amongst  the  Records. 


occurrence. 
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[Endorare  No.  2.]  17M 

Mb.  Richard  Atkins  to  Captain  Macarthur.  jssvpl 

Sir,  18th  July,  1796. 

I  do  not  feel  myself  inclined  to  give  up  the  name  of  the  Atkins 
soldier  who  was  detected  three  days  ago  stealing  turnips  from  the  di\TiiKetti6 
Governor's  garden,  unless  called  on  so  to  do  by  a  superior  power,  thicfsnatne. 
As  the  man  acknowledged  his  offence,  and  promised  never  to  be 
guilty  of  tiie  same  again,  I  told  him  I  wou'd  not  report  him  to 
his  commanding  officer,  and  I  shall  most  assui^edly  perform  my 
promise.     It,  sir,  has  never  been  my  practice  any  more  than  your- 
self to  conceal  fraud  or  screen  offenders  from  punishment ;  but 
I  must  observe,  if  rigid  justice  is  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Lord 
have  mercy  on  us  all.    It  is  further,  sir,  necessary  for  me  to  inform 
you  that  any  letters  directed  to  Mr.  Richard  Atkins  will  be  returned 
unopened,  as  not  supposing  them  intended  for,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Atkins. 
[Enclosnre  No.  3.] 

Governor  Hunter  to  Captain  Macarthuu. 
Sir,  Sydney,  20th  July,  1796. 

I  last  night  received  your  letter  of  the  18th,  addressed  upon  Hunter 
^  Majesty's  service ;  and  I  have  this  morning  written  to  Mr.  "®"*^^' 
Atkins  on  the  subject  of  it  and  its  enclosures.     I  am  desiroiLs  of 
hearing  from  him  before  I  give  any  opinion  upon  a  matter  which 
'Quires  on  my  part  some  consideration.       I  am,  «fec., 

John  Hunter. 
[Enclosure  No.  4.] 

Governor  Hunter  to  Captain  Macarthur. 
Sir,  Sydney,  23i-d  July,  1796. 

I  have  this  morning  written  to  Mr.  Atkins,  and  have  Hunter 
^^r^cted  that  the  name  of  the  soldier  accused  of  having  robbed  t*^'^^ 
"^  Government  garden  at  Parramatta  be  sent  to  you.     That  ^J^""*' 
S^^tleman,  after  having   settled   it   in  his   ciipacity   as  a  civil 
^""^^gistrate,  appears  to  have  thought  it  improper  to  give  up  the 
^^^'s  name;  but  as  he  has  improperly,  in  my  opinion,  taken  notice 
^J  tie  crime,  he  has  been  wrong  in  refusing  to  give  the  name  of 
^ue  criminal  in  this  particular  instance. 

I  must  here  beg  leave  to  observe  that  the  manner  in  which  you  and 
'^dress  him  (I  mean  the  superscription  of  your  letter*  to  him)  J^T^^^^'^ 
V^ght  not,  in  my  opinion,  to  have  been  noticed  by  him,  whatever  ***JJ??"r* 
f^«  might  have  thought  or  felt  upon  it.     If  it  was  meant  to  mortify  addressing 
^in  as  a  gentleman,  or  to  lessen  him  as  a  magistrate  in  the  eye  a*'^*"®- 
^f  the  public,  it  was  in  either  case  wrong,  but  particularly  so  in 

^  'lU*  letter  of  Captain  Uaoarthur  has,  unfortunately,  not  been  received;  it  was, 
Slf^^ntljr,  not  amongst  the  enclosures  forwanle<l  to  Grose  with  Macarthur's  letter  of  13th 
"'•ptwnber.  1786. 
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ITW       the  latter  ;  and  I  must  cordially  acknowledge,  when  we  consider 

13  Sept     ^h^^  ^^^  ^i^lo  o^  Esquire  is  due  to  a  magistrate  unless  his  particular 

profession  renders  it  improper,  it  appears  to  me  to  have  been 

intended  to  have  either  the  one  or  the  other,  or  perhaps  both 

those  effects.  I  am,  «kc., 

John  Hunteeu 

[Enclosure  No.  5.] 

Captain  Macarthur  to  Governor  Hunter, 

Sir,  Parramatta,  25th  July,  1796. 

Macarthur's  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the 

'^^  ^'  23rd  instant  last  evening,  and  I  confess  my  astonishment  at  the 

manner  in  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  answer  my  complaint 

against  Mr.  Atkins. 

I  complained  of  having  received  a  gross  and  wanton  insult  in. 
the  execution  of  my  duty ;  but  instead  of  receiving  redress  I  am 
told  my  having  omitted  to  bestow  the  title  of  Esquire  on  Mr. 
Atkins  was  intended  to  wound  his  feelings  as  a  gentleman,  or  to 
lessen  him  in  the  eye  of  the  public  as  a  magistrate. 

S^tkin^**"  Surely  your  Excellency  cannot  seriously  suppose  that  I  cou'd 
design  to  effect  either  of  those  purposes  by  such  insignificant 
means ;  for  is  it  possible  that  the  use  of  a  trifling  appellation  can 
produce  a  change  in  the  public  opinion  of  a  man  so  deeply  plunged 
in  infamy ;  or  how  can  he  be  imagined  to  possess  one  feeling  of 
the  gentleman  when  the  enormities  he  is  committing  daily  are 
considered. 

I  have  complained  of  Mr.  Atkins  because  I  know  myself  to 
be  injured,  and  I  persist  in  my  complaint  because  I  think  it 
degrading  to  his  Majesty's  service  that  an  officer  bearing  his 
Sovereign's  Commission  shou'd  be  insulted  when  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duty  by  a  man  so  vile  as  is  the  person  in  question. 

He  <*»gf«»  If  your  Excellency  shou'd  see  it  fit  to  call  on  me  for  a  specifica- 
miKonduct,  tion  of  the  facts  on  which  what  I  have  written  is  founded,  and  to 
substantiate  those  facts  by  evidence,  I  shall  with  great  readiness 
and  pleasure  come  forward.  Both  by  oral  and  written  evidence 
will  I  prove  that  Mr.  Atkins  is  a  public  cheater,  living  in  the 
most  boundless  dissipation,  without  any  visible  means  of  main- 
taining it  than  by  imposture  on  unwary  strangers  whose  business 
leads  them  to  this  settlement. 

and  offers  to  I  will  prove  that  in  his  public  and  official  capacity  drunken- 
briDR proofs,  j^^gg  ^jj^j  indecency  are  almost  inseparable  from  him  ;  and  that 
no  longer  since  than  the  19th  instant  he  was  exposing  himself  at 
an  early  hour  of  the  morning  in  the  public  streets  in  the  most 
disgracing  state  of  intoxication.  I  will  prove  that  very  recently 
he  in  a  fit  of  drunkenness  wrote  such  a  letter  on  business  to  an 
officer  of  my  corps  as  he  has  since  thought  it  prudent  to  request 
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might  be  destroyed,  least  it  should  reach  your  eye,  and  discover      1796 
to  your  Excellency  how  exemplary  a  character  the  distribution  of     lasept. 
public  justice  is  entrusted  to.  I  have,  drc, 

John  McArtiiur. 

[Enclosure  No.  6.] 

Governor  Hunter  to  Captain  Macarthur. 
Sir,  Sydney,  29th  July,  1796. 

Having  received  and  considered  the  subject  of  your  letter  Hunter 
of  the  25th,   I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  am  no  advocate  for  R[!?Sttoi*" 
any  man  whose  public  conduct  in  the  particular  station  he  may  tion. 
fill  shall  appear  to  me  to  be  improper,  nor  desirous  of  keeping 
back  the  justice  which  is  due  to  those  who  feel  themselves  injured 
or  insulted.     I  shall  direct  as  early  as  possible  such  investigation 
of  the  charges  which  you  have  exhibited  against  Mr.  Atkins  as  it 
is  m  my  power  in  our  present  situation  to  order. 

I  am,  &c,j 

John  Hunter. 
[Enclosure  No.  7.] 

Governor  Hunter  to  Captain  Macarthur. 

Sir,  Sydney,  13th  August,  1796. 

In  your  letter  to  me  of  the  25th  ulto.,  on  the  conduct  of  Hunter  asks 
^r.  Atkins,  one  of  the  magistrates  doing  duty  at  Pan*amatta,  '^[fg^"*^® 
you  have  offered  to  come  forward  (if  I  shou'd  desire  it)  with  a 
specification  of  certain  charges  against  him  in  his  public  and 
official  capacity  ;  I  have  therefore  to  desire  that  you  will,  as  early 
^  convenient,  transmit  such  specification  to  the  Judge- Advocate 
*^  %(iney.  I  am,  &c., 

John  Hunter. 

[Enclosure  No.  8.  ] 

Captain  Macarthur  to  Judge- Advocate  Collins. 
^ir,  Parramatta,  13th  August,  1796. 

,,  I  this  evening  received  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  the 

/^"^'emor  directing  me  to  transmit  to  you  a  specification  of  certain 
cnar-geg  against  Mr.  Atkins  in  his  public  and  official  capacity. 

.   ^-V)ncluding,  therefore,  that  you  are  acquainted  with  the  particu-  Macartimr'a 
^*^  of  the  correspondence  on  the  subject,  it  is  only  necessary  for  J^ingt"* 
^^  to  say  that  my  assertions  (for  I  have  made  no  formal  charge  Atkins. 
*^iiist  Mr.  Atkins,  except  that  of  his  having  treated  me  witli 
"^  most  contemptuous  insolence  whilst  in  the  performance  of  my 
fluty  at  the  post  where  I  commanded)  are  founded  : — 

First. — On  his  having  drawn  a  bill  of  exchange  in  favour  of  Attempts  to 
Captain  Bond,  of  the  East  India  Service,  on  Mr.  Thorn-  ^^''*"^» 
ton,  of  London,  with  intent  to  defraud,  he  having  neither 
account  or  credit  with  Mr.  Thornton. 
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Secondly. — On  his  having  drawn  a  bill  of  exchange  on  an. 
agent  in  London,  with  whom  he  had  neither  account  or 
credit,  with  intent  to  defraud  Mr.  Fahner,  the  Com- 
missarj. 

Thirdly. — On  his  being  frequently  in  a  state  of  the  most 
shamefull  intoxication,  but  more  particularly  on  the 
19th  of  August,  when  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning 
he  was  seen  exposing  himself  in  the  streets. 

Fourthly. — On  his  abusing  and  ill-treating  Mr.  Thorp,  the 
millwright,  and  William  Ridout,  for  applying  to  him 
for  the  payment  of  money  he  was  indebted  to  them. 

Fifthly. — On  his  stopping  Benjamin  Carvw,  a  settler,  and 
forcibly  taking  from  him  his  property  in  the  public 
highway,  and  distributing  it  at  his  pleasure,  in  defiance 
of  the  poor  and  helpless  owner. 

Sixthly. — On  his  having  desired  the  destruction  of  one  of  his 
own  letters  written  to  Lieut.  Cummings,  least  it  should 
be  produced  and  prove  the  follies  that  are  committed 
under  the  sacred  niune  of  justice. 

Having  now,  sir,  implicitly  obeyed  the  command  of  the  Governor 
in  stating  the  facts  on  which  what  I  have  written  to  him  ia  founded, 
I  must  observe  that  I  have  done  it  merely  in  obedience  to  the 
Governor,  and  unless  I  am  called  upon  to  justify  myself  by  pro- 
dudng  proofs  of  what  I  have  advanced  I  shall  feel  no  further 
interested ;  for  if  a  man  so  publicly  branded  with  the  commission 
of  the  vilest  frauds,  and  the  practice  of  the  lowest  vices,  be  deemed 
a  proper  person  to  act  as  a  magistrate,  or  to  succeed  you  as  Judge- 
Advocate  to  the  settlement,  any  endeavour  of  mine  to  prevent  it 
I  am  satisfied  must  be  unavailing.*  I  am,  &c., 

JoH!!r  McAbthub. 


[Enclosure  Ko.  9.] 

Judge-Advocate  Collins  to  Captain  Macabthue. 
Sir,  Sydney,  23rd  August,  1796. 

?>«  Mr.  Atkins  having  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the 

aatiBfled       assertions  respecting  his  conduct  transmitted  to  me  in  your  letter 
defeno?^'*^  the  13th  instant,  and  his  answers  thereto  having  been  laid 
before  the  Governor,  I  am  directed  by  his  Excellency  to  acquaint 
you  that  he  is  satisfied  therewith.  I  am,  <&^c., 

David  Collins. 

FNoTE. — The  remaindm'  of  the  correspondence  in  this  aue, 
aUkough  not  in  etirict  order  of  datey  ia  printed  here  for  convenience 
of  reference,^ 

*  Bee  Atkins's  replies  to  these  chsiges.— Post,  p.  443. 
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Governor  Hunter  to  Richard  Atkins,  Esq.  17B3 

Sir,  Sydney,  12th  August,  1796.         HAag. 

I  iuul  yesterday  an  intention  to  have  written  to  Captain  Atkins  and 
McArthur  relative  to  the  charges  he  offers  to  prove  against  your  M*««*>»ar, 
conduct  in  your  public  and  official  capacity  as  a  magistrate,  but 
as  I  find  there  cannot  be  any  other  investigation  of  this  business 
but  by  bringing  it  immediately  before  a  Court  of  Civil  Judica- 
ture, I  have  defer'd  doing  anything  in  it  untill  I  know  that  such 
public  enquiry  might  meet  your  wishes.         I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 

KicnABD  Atkins  to  Captain  Macarthur. 

Sir,  August,  1796.*  ^ 

The  repugnance  I  feel  at  descending  to  an  epistolary  or  a  violent 
any  other  altercation  with  a  man  of  your  principles  can  only  be  ^*****'* 
surmounted  by  the  gratification  that  naturally  results  to  a  man  of 
honour  in  delineating  even  by  paper  the  deformity  of  an  opposite 
character :  and  where  can  I  find  a  subject  like  yourself  ? — A  man, 
the  basen^s  of  whose  heart  even  ima^tion,  however  warm,  can 
hardly  portray.  To  enter  into  contact  with  such  a  being  might 
become  contagious  ;  but,  however,  on  this  occasion  I  will  not 
decline  giving  my  unequivocal  sentiments  of  so  worthless  a  member 
of  society. 

That  your  cliarges,  or,  as  you  now  teim  them,  assertions,  against  u«oarthur'B 
me  were  founded  upon  the  most  ignoble  motives,  such  as  malice,  ^ndemned. 
revenge,  &c.,  is  incontestably  proved  by  your  meanly  abandoning 
them,  after  positively  pledging  yourself  to  support  them  by  "  proof 
oral  and  written."    What  must  your  sense  of  shame  be  when  you, 
a  Goliah  of  honour  and  veracity,  should  resort  to  a  subtifuge  at 
which  the  meanest  convict  might  blush,  by  skulking  from  sub- 
stantial meaning  and  screening  yourself  by  a  jingle  of  words  from 
that  manly  perseverance  which  should  mark  the  character  of  a 
man  professing  as  you  do.      The  quibble  between  charges  and  ^^*^®****'" 
assertionB  is  of  too  flimsy  a  texture  to  require  a  comment.     It  is  difference. 
only  worthy  of  a  dastardly  coward  like  yourself.     Your  original 
meanness  and  despicable  littleness  pervades  your  eveiy  action.    It 
shows  the  cloven  foot.    Return  to  your  original  nothing;  we  know 
what  you  have  been,  and  what  you  now  are ;  and  believe  me  an 
honest  and  industrious  staymaker  is  a  more  honourable  and  more 
useful  member  of  society  than  such  a  man  as  I  hold  you  to  be. 

Let  me  ask  who  has  been  the  incendiary — who  has  been  the  pro-  a  promoter 
moter  of  aU  the  feuds  and  animosities  between  individuals  in  this 
colony  ?    You,  sir.     You  are  likewise  the  man  who  has  had  the 
audacity  to  accuse  me  with  having  acted  officially  and  individually 

*  There  Is  nothinj;  to  show  on  what  date  in  August  this  letter  was  written,  but  it  is 
evident  from  the  oontents  that  it  immediately  followed  If acartbut's  letter  to  CoIlinB  of  18th 
Ancoit,  1796.— Ante,  p.  128. 
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will  Judge 


Penonftl 

recrimina* 

tions. 


1796      with  injustice,  oppression,  and  peculation — nay,  even  highway 
Aug.       robbery.     You  who,  four  years  ago,  was  only  a  lieutenant,  penny- 
less  but  by  his  pay,  and  is  now  reputed  worth  J&d,000.     Let  this 
The  people    colony  bear  witness  where  lies  the  strongest  presumption,  you  or 
Judge    ^^^^  being  the  oppressor,  peculator,  or  robber.     On  this  subject, 
viper,  you  bite  a  file ;    the  day  of  retribution  will  come,  ancl 
believe  me  it  is  not  far  off,  when  you  wiU  be  dragged  forward  by 
the  strong  arm  of  justice  to  public  view  as  a  monster  of  society, 
the  betrayer  of  private  conversation,  to  answer  your  own  malicious 
ends,  the  assassin  of  all  that  constitutes  true  honour.     But  why 
adopt  that  epithet  when  addressing  a  man  to  whom  it  is  a  perfect 
stranger  other  than  by  sound,  for  he  never  felt  it  ? 

I  at  this  period  feel  myself  degraded  by  devoting  a  moment  in 
becoming  monitor  of  such  a  man.  Could  you  suppose  that  under 
any  possible  point  of  view  your  pomposity  in  promising  to  support 
your  charges  against  me  must  not  recoil  more  forcibly  on  yourself, 
and  render  you  an  object  of  real  contempt  with  every  man  of  real 
honour  and  veracity  ?  Can  you  believe  that  the  man  who  has 
been  guilty  of  such  "enormities  as  you  are  daily  practising"  can 
but  be  detested  by  all  mankind  who  have  a  spark  of  benevolence 
and  phylanthropy  in  their  composition  ?  No,  you  are  known  too 
well  not  to  suppose  it !  You  have  passed  the  Rubicon  of  time 
dishonour ;  you,  however,  are  seared  against  its  sense,  and  the 
less  pitiable,  feeling  it  not  that  you  are  a  leper  in  reputation,  and 
that  you  ought  to  be  driven  from  the  society  of  all  good  men  least 
you  should  be  infectious.  Shall  I  go  on,  or  have  I  said  enough 
to  a  man  who  bears  "his  Sovereign's  Commission"  and  has  been 
called  Iyer  and  scoundrel,  and,  if  I  am  not  misinformed,  receiveil 
a  blow,  and  still  talks  of  honour  ?  I  assert  you  have  been  called 
these ;  I  apply  them  again  to  you,  and  if  your  fertile  imagination 
can  form  any  epithets  more  forcible,  take  them,  for  they  are  your 
own.  The  manners  of  a  gentleman  only  causes  my  subscribing 
myself,  Your  humble  serv*t, 

Richard  Atkins. 

I  think  it  proper  to  acqt.  that  your  late  infamous  transaction 
respecting  me,  as  well  as  some  other  well-authenticated  facts,  are 
going  home  for  ye  perusal  of  those  whom  it  may  concern ;  it  is 
not  your  signature  of  a  few  letters  that  will  wipe  them  away. 


Asks  that 
Court  be 
convened. 


Sir, 


Richard  Atkixs  to  Judge-Advocate  Collins. 


I  received  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant  inclosing  a  copy 
of  certain  charges  exhibited  against  me  by  Captain  McArthur,  iii 
consequence  of  which  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  in  my  name 
supplicate  his  Excellency  the  Governor  to  convene  a  Court  of 
Civil  Judicature  for  the  investigation  of  such  charges  as  the  said 
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Court  may  be  competent  to.     I  say  competent  for  I  totally  object      1796 

to  the  admissibility  of  the  two  first  charges,  they  being  purely       xujf. 

of  a  private  nature,  and  not  cognizable  before  any  Court  in  this       — 

colony  under  their  present  form.     The  motives  I  might  have  the 

for  drawing  any  bills,  and  the  various  reasons  the  persons  on  ^o!^ci'v*if 

whom  the  bills  were  drawn  might  have  for  not  paying  them,  is  Court. 

between  ourselves,  nor  can  any  person  intei-fere  but  those  who 

may  feel  a  loss  in  consequence  of  our  respective  transactions,  and 

the  law  and  regular  mcxle  of  obtaining  the  l>eneiit  of  that  law  is 

clearly  laid  down  both  by  theory  and  practice.     For  these  reasons 

I  again  deny  the  competency  of  the  Court  respecting  the  two  first 

charges,  however  respectable  the  members  of  that  Court  may  be. 

With  respect  to  the  thii"d,  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  charges,  I  am 

to  acquaint  you  I  am  ready  to  answer  them  whenever  called  on 

so  to  do.  I  am,  tfec, 

Richard  Atkins. 

The  Rev.  S.  Marsdex  to  Judcje-Advocate  Collins. 
Sir,  August,  179G. 

Mr.  Atkins  having  called  upon  me  to  give  my  testimony  of  Mai-wieira 
his  conduct,  in  compliance  with  his  request  I  feel  no  hesitation  to  ^Jcerninif 
make  the  following  declaration  : — That  every  Court  clay  when  Atkins. 
Mr.  Atkins  and  I  have  sat  together  to  hear  any  complaints  Mr. 
Atkins  has  always  appeared  to  me  to  l>e  perf(»ctly  sober,  and 
^th  capable  and  also  ready  to  proceed  to  the  investigation  of 
such  matters  as  were  from  time  to  time  brought  before  us.     I 
'Bay  further  add  that  no  act  of  injustice  or  oppression  done  by 
^J*.  Atkins  to  any  individual  in  the  colony  has  ever  come  within 
^'^y  knowledge  or  information.     I  do  also  believe  that  Mr.  Atkins 
•^  never  transgressed  the  sacred  rule  of  justice  in  the  discharge  of 
"'s  duty  as  a  magistrate  at  Parramatta  since  I  have  known  him. 

I  am,  il'c,      Saml.  Marsdex,  J. P. 


Geo.  Barrington*  to  The  Rev.  S.  Marsdex. 

I^evd.  Sir,  August,  1796. 

In  obedience  to  your  requisition  to  know  whether  in  wait-  c.eorj^'c 
/^^  on  R.  Atkins,  Ksq.,  J. P.,  with  reports  or  other  official  duty  I  opinioii  of'* 

^Ve  at  any  time  found  him  so  inebriated  as  to  be  unable  to  Atkins. 
P**^iceed  to  investigation,  permit  me  to  say  that  I  recollect  no  such 
j^^tance.  On  such  occasions  he  has  generally  appeared  to  me  to 
^^  actuated  by  a  lively  zeal  for  the  public  welfare.  And  I  think 
^ay  take  the  liberty  to  add  that  few  men  here  or  elsewhere  have 
^Ore  accurate  or  more  extensive  notions  of  the  duties  of  justice 
^*^d  benevolence  than  the  gentleman  alluded  to.     I  am,  <tc., 

Geo.  Barrixgtox. 

,^  Oeorge  BaiTin;rtoii,  the  famous  pickpocket,  was  at  this  time  siiperintendent  at  Parra- 
■*^tti.— Ante,  p.  116. 
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1796 

10  Aug. 


A  bill  of 
exchange. 


The  holder 
referred  to 
endorser. 


A  private 
convena- 
tion. 


Thompson's 
opinion  of 
Atkins. 


The  charge 
of  inebriety. 


A  personal 
quarrel. 


Atldns's 
attitude  as 
an  official. 


John  Thompson  to  The  Rev.  S.  Mabsden. 

Reverend  Sir,  Parramatta,  19th  August,  1796. 

Agreeable  to  your  request,  I  transmit  the  following  testi- 
mony respecting  Mr.  Atkins  : — In  Deer.,  1792,  I  received  from 
Mr.  Palmer,  the  Commissary,  a  bill  of  exchange  drawn  by  Mr. 
Atkins  on  Messrs.  Wimbume  and  Collett,  in  London,  which  bill, 
on  my  arrival  in  England,  I  presented  for  acceptance.  One  of 
these  gentlemen  (I  believe  Mi\  Wimbume)  told  me  that  they  could 
not  pay  it  as  they  had  no  money  of  his  in  their  hands,  but  desired 
me  to  leave  the  bill  and  call  again  in  a  few  days,  when  he  would 
see  what  could  be  done. 

In  the  course  of  three  weeks  or  a  month  I  called  again  and 
saw  another  gentleman  (the  other  partner  of  the  house),  who  told 
me  they  had  no  money  of  Mr.  Atkins  in  their  hands  for  som6 
time,  and  that  I  had  better  carry  the  bill  to  the  indorser  or  his 
agent,  which  I  did,  and  Mr.  Toulmin  accepted  it  immediately. 

I  suffered  no  loss  by  this  bill,  nor  ever  mentioned  it  as  a  re- 
flection on  the  character  of  Mr.  Atkins,  being  the  subject  of  a 
private  conversation  at  Captn.  McArthur's  house,  from  whence  I 
never  expected  unguarded  talk  would  be  brought  forward  to  the 
prejudice  of  a  gentleman  which  was  not  meant  as  such. 

I  have  been  in  some  degree  of  intimacy  with  Mr.  Atkins  ever 
since  my  arrival  in  this  country,  and  from  what  I  have  been  able 
to  observe  from  his  general  conduct  and  conversation  (even  the 
most  unguarded)  I  sincerely  believe  him  to  be  a  man  of  strict 
honour  and  principle,  and  uncapable  of  drawing  that  bill  with  a 
fraudulent  intention,  and  I  attribute  the  refusal  to  mistakes  of 
agents  which  we  all  know  frequently  happens. 

I  have  had  frequent  occasion  to  make  application  to  Mr.  Atkins 
in  his  oflicial  capacity,  and  always  found  him  ready  to  attend  to 
them,  nor  to  my  knowledge  did  I  ever  observe  Mr.  Atkins  in- 
capable of  attending  to  his  duty  from  inebriety. 

I  firmly  believe  this  prosecution  to  be  raised  from  private  resent- 
ment, as  I  have  often  heard  Captn.  Mc Arthur  rail  very  much 
against  Mr.  Atkins,  and  Captn.  McAi*thur  himself  told  me  he 
would  not  liave  troubled  Mr.  Atkins  at  this  time  if  he  (Mr.  Atkins) 
had  not  interfered  with  him  in  his  duty. 

I  have  frequently  heard  Mr.  Atkins  say  that  tho'  Captain 
McArthur  and  himself  had  been  at  variance,  yet  he  would,  as  the 
inspector  of  the  public  works,  pay  the  most  particular  attention 
to  anything  that  affected  Captn.  McArthur;  and  in  my  opinion  he 
always  shewed  a  peculiar  delicacy  in  anything  that  might  hurt 
Captn.  McArthur's  feelings,  tho'  he  has  often  observed  Captn. 
McArthur  had  not  adhered  to  ye  same  line  of  conduct  towards 
him.  I  am,  Jbc, 

Jno.  Thompsoh, 
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Tuos.  Abndell  to  The  Rev.  S.  Marsden.  1796 

Reverend  Sir,  Arthur's  Hill,  18th  August,  1796.  iSAu^r. 

In  compliance  with  your  desire,  I  send  you  the  under- 
written testimony  of  Mr.  Atkins  s  conduct. 

About  the  latter  end  of  July  I  met  Captn.  McArtliur,  when  Macorti.ar 
he  informed  me  of  the  difference  between  Mr.  Atkins  and  him-  *°**  ^^  "*'* 
sel^  and  that  lie  should  inform  the  Governor  of  his  character, 
which  was  a  drunkard,  a  swindler,  a  vagabond,  <tc.,  <tc.,  and 
spoke  of  Mr.  Atkins  as  an  uniit  person  for  the  office  he  was  to 
hold.  Gaptn.  McArtliur  also  told  me  that  if  Mr.  Atkins  had  not 
begun  with  him  he  should  not  have  meddled  with  him  now.  I 
informed  Mr.  Atkins  of  the  conversation,  only  omitting  the 
abusive  and  slanderous  expressions  made  use  of,  fearing  it  might 
widen  their  breach. 

From  my  private  intimacy  with  Mr.  Atkins  for  several  years,  Arndeir« 
no  person  has  had  more  opportunity  of  observing  his  conduct  ^fuSne!  ^' 
and  knowing  his  real  principle,  which  T  have  ever  found  full  of 
benevolence,  justice,  and  humanity.  Since  Mr.  Atkins  has  held 
his  present  situation  I  have  always  heard  him  express  the  greatest 
wish  to  oblige  Gaptn.  Mc Arthur  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power,  and 
by  all  means  to  avoid  quarrels  and  contentions,  as  it  would  answer 
no  end  but  that  of  impeding  the  public  service. 

I  have  frequently  heard  Mr.  Atkins  say  that  Captn.  McArthur^s 
conduct  towards  him  during  the  time  he  held  Mr.  Atkins's  present 
situation  had  deeply  wounded  his  feelings,  yet  he  was  determined 
never  to  retaliate.     I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  envy  is  Ue  iinpiit€s 
the  cause  of  Captn.  McArtliur  instituting  the  present  inquiry.  JKrthur. 
This  is  all  at  present  from,  &c.  Tuos.  Arndell. 


Captain  Macarthur  to  Governor  Hunter. 

•^ir,  Parramatta,  13th  September,  1796.  13  Sept. 

It  being  my  intention  to  transmit  copies  of  the  correspon-  Macarthur 
deuce  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to  hold  with  your  Excellency,  sends  the 

J  »/  »f '  corre- 

**!«  to  declare  my  opinion  respecting  this  cok)ny,  to  his  Majesty's  spondencc 
Secretary  of  State,  candour  and  justice  require  that  you  sliou'd  be  *^*^'"*^* 
informed  of  it.  I  have,  ifec, 

John  McArthur. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Buke  of  Portland. 
%  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  Uth  Sept.,  1796.  u  Sept. 

Having   this  day  received   a   letter  from  Captain  John  Hunter's 
^^Arthur,  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  wherein  he  informs  me 
that  it  is  his  intention  to  lay  before  your  Grace  copies  of  such 
^l^^'espondence  as  he  has  had  with  me,  and  also  to  give  you  his 
^pillion  respecting  the  colony  : 

VOL.  Ill — I 


commentH. 
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17M  It  may  not  be  improper  that  I  shou'd  inform  your  Qrace  that  this 

u  Se^    officer  is  the  person  who  had  been  appointed  by  LLeut.-Govemor 
— -       Grose  Inspector  of  the  Public  Works,*  an  appointment  which  I 
offloui         soon  after  my  arrival  saw  to  be  highly  necessary  to  the  assistance 
porition.       Qf  tij0  Governor,  and  in  which  I  said  I  had  continued  this  officer. 
But  having,  before  I  had  been  long  in  the  country,  had  cause 
to  remark  that  scarcely  anything  short  of  the  full  power  of  the 
Governor  wou'd  be  consider'd  by  this  person  as  sufficient  for  con- 
ducting the  dutys  of  his  office,  and  that  such  power  as  he  had 
thought  proper  to  exercise  having  given  cause  to  some  complaints 
which  had  been  lay'd  before  me,  I  saw  it  absolutely  necessary 
to  forbid  any  interference  in  the  departments  of  oUier  officers, 
who  were  respectively,  as  principals  in  their  own  departments, 
responsible  to  me  as  the  Governor.    Such  decision  upon  such  com- 
plaints not  having  satisfied  Mr.  McArthur,  he  soon  after  desir'd 
His  permission  to  resign  his  civil  appointment,  and  this  I  judg'd  he 

redgnuion.  ^^^  determined  upon  from  finding  that  in  all  such  cases  I  wou'd 
be  governed  by  my  own  judgement,  and  that  I  was  not  disposed 
to  allow  any  power  to  any  officer  in  this  colony  which  cou'd  be 
exercised  to  the  annoyance  of  other  responsible  persons,  or  to  the 
disturbance  of  that  peace  and  harmony  on  which  I  consider'd  the 
happiness  of  the  people  at  large  and  the  progpressive  improvement 
of  the  colony  depended  so  much.  .  I,  without  reluctance,  acc^ted 
the  resignation,!  and  this  officer  has  now  thought  fit  within  three 
His  <»rre.  days  of  the  sailing  of  the  ship  by  which  I  forward  my  dispatches 
^ISththe^  to  announce  his  intention  of  laying  his  opinion  respecting  the 
sSte!**^  ^'  colony  before  your  Grace  ;  and  this  information  he  has  conveyed 
to  me  in  terms  which  imply  a  censure  on  my  judgement  or 
management  of  those  concerns  with  which  his  Majesty  had  been 
pleas'd  to  entrust  me  (a  copy  of  his  letter  I  enclose),  and  this 
opinion  is  to  be  accompanied  with  copies  of  some  correspondence 
with  me  of  which  I  have  no  immediate  recollection,  not  having 
ever  had  any  with  him  on  any  subject  of  sufficient  importance  to 
trouble  your  Grace  with. 

I  will  not  take  up  your  Grace's  time  by  such  observations  as  this 
conduct  might  suggest ;  it  will  be  sufficient  to  say  that  I  think 
any  person  at  perfect  liberty  to  give  their  private  opinions  upon 
what  they  know  and  what  they  see  when  abroad  to  their  private 
iiieoatoome  fnends.  But  I  am  of  opinion  that  were  every  restless,  specula- 
oondact.  ting,  troublesome,  or  dissatisfied  individual  in  this  or  in  any  distant 
colony  encouraged  to  consider  himself  of  sufficient  importance  to 
take  the  liberty  of  corresponding  with  his  Majesty's  ministers 
upon  the  public  concerns  of  such  colony,  and  wholly  independant 
of  the  Governor,  it  wou'd  soon  occasion  such  a  variety  of  opinions 
as  cou'd  only  serve  to  embarrass  the  judgement  of  Government, 

♦  Vol.  !i,  pp.  14.  827. 

t  See  the  correspondence  relative  to  the  reslgnstlon  of  Captain  Macarthur.— Ante,  p^  ^> 
28,  41,  42. 
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• 

and  woa'd  generally  be  found  to  be  directed  more  to  the  private      1796 
iitrast  of  the  several  schemers  than  that  of  the  public.     If  indi-     14  g_| 
ndoab  have  anything  to  offer  for  the  benefit  of  the  service,  it       — 
alioiild  come  thro'  its  proper  channel.     If  there  exists  any  griev-  r.ovenior 
iDoe  which  it  might  be  necessary  to  lay  l^efore  the  Secretary  of  J^'^*^^- 
State,  that  shon'd  also  pass  thro'  the  liands  of  the  Governor,  in 
order  to  his  making  such  observations  upon  it  as  might  place  it 
in  as  clear  a  point  of  view  as  possible. 

I  am  not  known,  my  Lord,  to  possess  a  violent  or  a  peevisli 
diiposition,  but  I  hope  your  Grace  will  pardon  me  when  I  declare 
tkat  I  consider  this  officer's  conduct  in  this  instance  to  be  an  An 
impertinent^  indirect,  and  highly  censurable  interference  in  the  Interfomict 
drtys  and  department  of  the  Governor  of  this  colony,  which,  if  J^'^^^/*^** . 
permitted  to  pass  without  representation  or  notice,  might  termi-  fututioiK.'^ 
Bate  in  reducing  his  consequence  and  authority  to  a  mere  name, 
and  encourage   every  person   engaged   in    private   speculations, 
irkenever  the  public  orders  and  regulations  which  existing  circum- 
stances may  render  necessary  may  interfere  with  or  disappoint 
thdr  favourite  schemes,  to  inform  the  Governor  they  intend  to 
laj  their  opinions  before  his  Majesty's  minister. 

As  I  know  nothing  of  the  circumstances  intended  by  this 
<ificer  for  your  Grace's  information,  it  is  not  necessary  to  trespass 
longer  on  your  Grace's  time.*  I  liave,  ttc, 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Captain  Macarthur  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  15th  Sept.,  1796.         15  Sept. 

From  a  persuasion  it  is  of  importance  that  this  settlemtMit 
be  enabled  to  maintain  itself  in  food  of  its  own  production  as  ^  scif- 
^)eedily  as  possible,  and  that  the  lieavy  expences  may  be  lessened  »^»pp<>rtini: 
'^hich  it  is  the  cau.se  of,  I  have  presumed  to  trouble  your  Grace 
"With  some  observations  that  a  long  residence  in  the  colony  has 
enabled  me  to  make,  and  to  point  out  some  erroi*s  in  its  present 
management,  which,  if  not  soon  corrected,  will  create  more  diffi- 
tmJties  than  it  has  even  yet  felt. 

If  my  infoimation  of  the  sums  expended  within  the  last  year 
merely  for  internal  produce  be  not  inaccurate,  it  canTK)t  be 
imacceptable  to  discover  a  mcnle  of  lessening  so  considerable  an 
incumberance,  nor  will  your  Grace  think  your  time  and  patience 
impertinently  trespassed  on. 

No  officer  lias  possessed  more  ample  means  of  informing  hinisc>lf  Macartimrs 
^f  tlie  produce  of  the  colony,  the  nature  of  its  soils,  and  the  manner  opp^rtuni- 
-of  cultivating  it  than  myself,  I  having,  after  the  departure  of  Govt,  acquiring 
Phillip,  received  an  appointment  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Grose  *"'o"^*^<>»« 
that  subjected  most  of  our  agricultural  ccmcerns  to  my  inspection 
-and  control.     The  experience  which  I  deiived  from  my  publick 

^  SfMuthoi's  letter  was  referred  to  Hunter  by  the  Duke  of  Portland.— Poet,  j).  ^, 
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employ,  and  the  observations  that  I  made  in  the  management  o£ 
my  private  farm,  soon  enabled  me  to  determine  that  it  was  a  most 
diisad vantageous  system  for  Government  to  cultivate  grain,  but  that 
any  indiWdual  who  would  pay  common  attention  to  the  culture 
of  his  farm  might,  with  justice  to  himself,  undertake  to  feed  his. 
servants  with  bread  after  the  expiration  of  eighteen  months  from 
the  time  of  his  commencing  to  farm. 

I  calculated  that  each  man  would  consume  twelve  bushels  of 
wheat  in  a  year,  and  I  know  that  in  the  worst  season  one  acre  of 
good  land  (of  which  we  have  an  unmense  quantity)  would  produce 
fifteen  bushels  of  wheat,  and  that  in  favourable  seasons  from  twenty 
to  thirty  bushels  pr.  acre  may  be  expected.  From  this  it  appears 
that  under  the  discouraging  circumstance  of  an  unfavourable  season 
the  cultivation  of  a  single  acre  will  more  than  supply  one  man  with 
bread,  and  that  with  a  fruitful  season  a  very  considerable  surplus 
will  remain. 

Two  men,  who  have  been  but  little  accustomed  to  labour,  can 
cut  down  the  trees  on  an  acre  of  the  most  heavily  incumbered 
ground,  they  can  bum  them  off  it,  and  completely  cultivate  the 
whole  with  wheat  in  one  month,  without  labouring  more  than 
eight  hours  in  a  day.  As  the  season  for  sowing  wheat  commences 
in  April  and  continues  until  the  end  of  July,  a  settler,  beginning 
to  clear  his  ground  so  late  as  February,  can  with  great  ease  clear 
and  cultivate  six  acres  with  wheat,  allowing  him  only  the  assistance 
of  one  servant.  There  will  then  be,  even  tho*  a  month  should  be 
expended  in  harvest  work,  five  spai*e  months  to  forward  his  little 
buildings  and  to  cultivate  maize  and  vegetables  for  feeding  hogs 
and  poultry.  By  this  distribution  of  the  time  and  labour  of  a 
settler  and  his  servant  every  farm  in  the  country  worth  cultivating 
will  produce  a  sufficiency  of  grain  to  supply  with  bread  three  times 
the  number  of  labourers  employed  on  them. 

When  his  Excellency  Governor  Hunter  arrived  in  this  colony 
I  thought  it  my  duty  respectfully  to  communicate  my  observations 
to  him,  and  the  conclusions  that  I  had  drawn  from  them.  He 
was  then  pleased  to  express  himself  highly  gratified  at  the  opening 
prospect  of  the  settlement,  and  to  declare  a  resolution  of  pursuing 
instant  measures  for  reducing  the  expences  of  Grovernment.  It  is 
painful  for  me  to  inform  your  Grace  that  this  resolution  has  never 
yet  been  put  in  practice,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  so  great  a 
degi'ee  of  relaxation  was  almost  immediately  admitted  in  the  con- 
ducting every  department  of  the  publick  business  that  I  thought  I 
cou'd  no  longer,  with  honour  to  myself,  continue  in  an  office  to 
wliich  there  might  be  the  smallest  responsibility  annexed. 

I  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  herewith  the  copies  of  letters* 
relative  to  the  resignation  of  my  civil  appointment,  and  of  others 
on  subjects  of  agriculture,  which  will  fully  explain  to  your  Grace 
that  I  now  advance  nothing  but  what  I  have  before  communicated 

•  Ante,  pp.  27,  28,  41,  42. 
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to  Governor  Hunter,  and  that  my  opinions  respecting  the  i^esouixes       1796 
of  this  colony  are  founded  on  practice,  not  on  wild  and  uncertain     ijscpt. 
speculations. 

I  have  declared  that,  unless  our  present  errors  are  correcteil, 
more  serious  difficulties  will  yet  be  felt ;  and  I  hesitate  not  to  say, 
fttrtJier,  that  the  interest  of  Government  is  utterly  disregardetl,  its  a  scHoub 
money  idly  and  wantonly  squandered,  whilst  vice  and  profligacy  ^***'*^- 
are  openly  countenanced.  I  will  not,  however,  substitute  declama- 
toiy  assertions  for  specific  facts,  as  it  is  my  purpose  to  convince 
roar  Grace  that  I  am  guided  by  a  spirit  of  truth  and  influenced 
by  a  just  sense  of  honour. 

Your  Grace  will  observe  that  Governor  Hunter,  in  reply  to  my  Macarthwr'a 
offer  of  maintaining  one  hundred  men  with  bread,  free  of  expence  TOnvict  '*^ 
to  the  Crown,  declined  accepting  it,  assigning  as  a  reason  that  labourers, 
there  were  no  labourers  to  spare.     By  an  examination  of  the  Com- 
missary's returns  it  will  be  found  that  more  than  three  thousand 
persons  are  victualled  at  the  stores  of  Government.     From  the 
Governor's  reports  it  will  be  seen  that  not  an  acre  of  publick 
ground  is  cultivated ;  it  is  also  equally  certiiin  that  no  buildings  of 
any  consequence  are  constructing.     It  is  therefore  evident  that 
almost  all  the  labouring  men  of  the  colony  are  either  not  employed 
at  all,  or  that  they  are  engaged  in  the  service  of  private  people. 

I  can  prove  that  many  who  are  fed  at  the  expence  of  liLs  Government 
Jlajesty  are  permitted  to  dispose  of   their  time  as  they  think  neglected, 
proper  themselves ;  that  others  are  allowed  for  the  senice  of 
wnnct  prostitute  women  ;  and  that  the  labour  of  one-half  of  the 
P^ple  is  directed  to  purposes  which  can  never  be  of  the  smallest 
utility  or  advantage  to  the  colony. 

A  great  number  are  settled  on  farms  without  any  means  being  Conditions 
**^opted  to  ascertain  the  quality  of  the  soil  that  is  to  l)e  culti-  icttiaTsI 
*^ted,  the  consequence  of  which  is,  that  after  a  year's  labour  h;is 
'jeen  expended  it  is  discovered  there  is  no  prospect  of  such  land 
^^'er  supporting  its  owner.     Many  who  are  settled  in  the  most 
^^'^ile  parts  of  the  country  are  so  dissolutely  disposed,  and  con- 
j^'^ed  in  such  habits  of  idleness,  that  it  can  never  be  expected 
.  ^y  will  voluntarily  labour  whilst  there  is  a  possibility  of  su)>- 
'^*^ting  by  plunder.     Had  those  men,  instead  of  l:)eing  permitted 
become  settlers,  been  obliged  to  employ   themselves  in  the 
^    ^ice  of  an  industrious  and  vigilant  master,  they  would  not 
^*y  have  produced  by  their  labour  enough  to  maintain  theni- 
^Ives,  but  there  would  have  been  a  surplus  to  contribute  to  the 
^^nishing  the  civil  and  military  establishments. 

^  A^en  the  stores  were  opened  this  season  to  receive  maize  from  The  wheat 
^^^  settlers  there  was  in  the  granaries  more  tlian  twenty  thou-  ^^^ 
*^iid  bushels  of  wheat ;  thei*e  was  also  unthreslied  near  six  thou- 
^^t\d  bushels  tliat  was  raised  under  my  direction  on  the  publick 
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1796      ground  last  year.     This  wheat  was  more  than  sufficient  to  sappkj 

u  Sept.     ^^^  colony  until  next  harvest,  and  it  is  a  fact  of  which  Oovemor 

Hunter  could  not  be  ignorant. 

Purchasing       Notwithstanding  this  he  has  since  permitted  more  than  thirty 

^^"'  thousand  bushels  of  maize  to  be  purchased  at  an  expence  of  near 

eight  thousand  pounds  sterling.     To  what  uses  this  com  can  be 

applied  is  not  yet  known,  as  it  is  certain  there  will  be  no  want 

of  it. 

Had  the  settlers,  instead  of  having  their  corn  purchased  from 
them,  been  obliged  to  keep  it,  it  is  probable  they  would  have  raised 
an  immense  number  of  hogs  ;  but  as  they  have  now  sold  their  grain, 
and  have  no  means  of  feeding  them,  they  have  no  alternative 
^nf™2!l3[  ^^^  ^  destroy  their  breeding-sows.  Already  so  many  of  those 
'  animals  have  been  killed,  and  bought  by  Government  at  one 
shilling  per  pound,  that  I  am  convinced  the  whole  race  would  be 
exterminated  in  a  few  months  but  for  the  care  of  the  officers  of 
the  settlement. 

The  receiving  grain  at  the  stores  being  entrusted  to  the  super- 
intendants  who  assist  the  Commissary,  those  people  are  at  liberty 
to  issue  receipts  for  any  quantity  they  please,  without  even  the 
smallest  attempt  being  made  to  guard  against  imposition. 
A  dishonest       One  of  the  superintendants  who  is  now  authorized  to   give 
■**^'*"*-        receipts  in  this  unlimited  manner  was  some  time  since  detected 
by  me  in  plundering  the  storehouse,  where  he  was  placed  to  issue 
provisions,  and  he  was  in  consequence  of  it  suspended  from  his 
office  ;  but  af t^r  my  resignation  he  was  again  restored.     At  this 
moment  he  is  possessed  of  power  to  disperse  receipts  to  any  amount, 
without  the  possibility  of  being  detected  if  he  does  it  fraudulently. 
We  have  of  late  had  several  ships  to  visit  us  from  India  on 
voyages  of  speculation.     Most  of  them  have  brought  large  quanti- 
Purcfaasing  ties  of  sugar,  and  disposed  of  it  to  private  people  at  the  rate  of 
'"*^*  from  sevenpence  to  ninepence  per  pound.     It  is  not  three  months 

since  it  was  so  sold,  yet  it  was  not  then  discovered  that  Govern- 
ment wanted  a  supply ;  but  within  the  last  fortnight  it  has  been 
found  convenient  to  purchase  several  ton  weight  of  the  same  sugar 
at  fourteen-pence  per  pound,  and  it  is  now  issuing  to  every  convict 
as  a  part  of  the  ration.  I  liave  no  means  of  informing  myself  of 
the  expence  of  this  purchase,  but  I  am  certain  it  must  amount  to 
more  than  one  thousand  pounds  sterling.* 
Morals  of  the  It  is  a  melancholy  truth,  my  Lord,  that  vice  of  every  description 
is  openly  encouraged,  and  it  cannot  therefore  excite  much  surprise 
that  the  lower  order  of  the  people  continue  their  former  practices 
when  those  whose  situations  require  the  most  particular  circum- 
spection of  conduct  are  the  most  openly  dissipated  and  abandoned. 
The  papers  labelled  "  Copies  of  letters  relative  to  Mr.  Richard 
Atkins"  are  submitted  to  your  Grace  as  a  proof  that  men  whose 
diaraeters  are  disgraceful  to  the  British  nation  may  find  support 

*  Post,  pp.  224,  368,  518. 
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and  protection  in  the  colony.    I  am  fully  aware,  my  Lord,  tliat  if      1796 
I  fill  to  prove  the  truth  of  what  I  have  asserted  I  shall  with     X6  Sept 
justice  be  driven  from  his  Majesty's  ser\'ice  with  every  mark  of 
ignominy  and  disgrace. 

I  have  written  under  this  conviction,  and  have  thei*efore  been 
puticalariy  cautious  to  advance  nothing  but  what  can  be  satis- 
fuUnily  established. 

I  am    confident  that  at  this  moment  the  colony  ought  to  Prospect  of 
nudntain  itself  with  bread  without  expence  to  his  Majesty,  and  I  pr^dods^ 
I^edge  myself  to  prove  that  in  one  year,  after  proper  arrange-  its  ow^  food 
ments  are  made,  there  will  be  a  sufficiency  of  animal  food  raised 
to  answer  every  demand  for  the  number  of  its  present  inhabitants. 
The  reasons  on  which  I  form  this  opinion  will  be  seen  in  the 
paper  labelled  "  A  plan  to  encourage  the  inci*ease  of  live  stock." 

In  the  measure  I  have  taken  of  communicating  my  opinions  to 
your  Grace  I  have  been  influenced  by  no  private  enmities — no 
dishonourable  purposes.  I  have  been  persuaded  tliat  silence  in 
sach  a  case  would  be  criminal,  and  1  could  not  apprehend  danger 
in  being  just.  Under  this  conviction  I  shall  wait  the  event  in 
cahn  expectation.  I  have,  &c., 

John  McArthur. 
[Enclosure.] 

Macabtuuk's  Observations  on  Stock-breeding. 

^EBVATIONS  humbly  submitted  to  his  Majesty's  ministers  for 
encouraging  the  increase  of  live  stock  in  his  Majesty's  colony 
of  New  South  Wales. 

TiiAT  every  settler  discovering  the  smallest  inclination  to  industry  stock- 
**  furnished  with  two  breeding-sows.  ^'*^"^- 

That  these  sows  be  continued  as  the  property  of  Govenuuent, 
*n(J  that  the  settler,  for  his  care  and  expence  in  feeding  them 
*iid  their  female  offspring,  be  indulged  with  the  whole  of  the 
^es  they  shall  produce,  provided  he  i-aises  them  to  one  year 
old. 

That  if  after  the  expiration  of  two  yeai-s  it  shall  be  seen  that  Swine, 
the  settler  has  taken  every  possible  care  of  the  animals  entinisted 
to  him,  Grovemment  will  indulge  him  with  all  the  females  he 
shall  have  raised.  And  as  a  farther  incitement  to  care,  if  it 
shall  appear  that  he  has  pai*ticularly  exerted  himself  in  forward- 
ing the  designs  of  Government,  the  original  sowjs  from  which 
he  has  bred  will  be  given  to  him. 

That  all  barrow  pigs,  if  more  than  one  year  old,  or  not  weighing 
less  than  seven  score  pounds,  be  received  into  the  public  stores,  at 
ninepence  per  pound. 

That  persons  possessing  sows,  not  the  propei-ty  of  Government, 
may,  on  proof  of  their  having  a  sufficient  number  to  breed  from, 
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return  them  to  the  stores,  either  alive  or  dead,  as  the  intei-est  oj 
Government  may  require,  and  be  paid  at  the  same  rate  as  foi 
barrows. 

That  a  pereon  of  character  be  appointed  to  inspect  the  progi'esi 
of  every  settler  monthly,  and  if  any  instance  shall  be  discoverec 
of  neglect  or  ill-treatment  of  the  sows  which  Govenmient  hav< 
lent,  the  settler  so  offending  to  be  considered  as  having  forfeited 
all  claim  to  future  indulgence,  and  be  as  severely  punished  a^ 
the  law  will  admit. 

That  as  the  raising  of  grazing  animals  is  of  still  more  import 
ance  than  the  rearing  of  hogs,  all  persons  who  shall  discover  a 
desire  to  benefit  the  colony  by  theu*  care  of  such  animals  wil] 
receive  every  possible  encouragement. 

It  is  humbly  presumed  that  if  those  measures  were  adopted, 
and  some  other  trifling  checks,  which  experience  may  point  out, 
that  the  colony  will  very  soon  produce  a  sufficiency  of  animal 
food  for  its  own  support ;  and  that  as  soon  as  this  is  effected 
every  settler  may  be  called  on  altogether  to  feed  the  servants 
allowed  to  them. 

That  as  by  this  measure  Government  will  have  none  to  pro- 
vide for  but  the  civil  and  military  establishments,  with  the  few 
labourers  required  for  the  uses  of  the  stores,  the  public  wharfe, 
and  as  officers'  servants,  their  demand  for  animal  food  will  be 
considerably  lessened,  and  consequently  the  price  of  this  essential 
necessary  of  life  may  be  reduced  to  any  sum  which  Government 
in  its  prudence  may  deem  proper.  John  McArthur. 


Governor  Hunter  to  Under  Secretary  King.* 

Dr.  Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  17th  Sept.,  1796. 

Lieut.  Abbott,  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  will  have 
the  honor  of  delivering  this.  He  has  had  his  health  so  ill  for 
some  time  past  as  to  be  wholly  incapable  of  his  duty,  and  is  there- 
fore permitted  to  return  to  England.  This  gentleman  having 
had  the  detached  command  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Hawkes- 
bury,  where  our  settlement  is  now  pretty  considerable,  I  have 
given  him  this  letter  to  deliver,  in  order  that  you  might  liave  an 
opportunity  of  asking  any  questions  you  might  wish  relative  tc 
that  district. 

His  Majesty's  shipsf  are  now  upon  sailing  for  the  Cape  Good 
Hope,  in  order  to  procure  such  quantity  of  live  cattle  for  the 
colony  as  they  can  conveniently  accommodate.  By  the  presenl 
opportunity,  which  is  that  of  the  return  of  Mr.  Palmer,  the  Com 
missary,  and  the  Judge- Advocate,  Capt.  D.  Collins,  I  forward  foi 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland  a  veiy  complete  and  full  aceounf 
of  this  colony,  which,  allow  me  to  say,  I  think  will  be  satisfactory. 
The  settlement  is  thriving  and  our  stock  increasing ;  but  if  we 


•  a  private  letter. 
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are  allowed  to  run  very  short  of  salt  proWsions  we  shall  be  thrown       1796 
back  again  in  our  quantity  of  live  stock.     AVe  ai^  at  present  so     17  g^pt. 
very  short  of  laborers  that  Gov't's  ground  lays  idle,  and  all  our  ^^JJT 
force  is  employed  in  erecting  such  buildings  as  we  can  for  pre-  of  the 
serving  our  crops.     I  hope  you  may  soon  be  able  to  send  up  some  settlement, 
male  convicts. 

We  shou'd  be  doing  still  better  were  we  clear  of  some  extrem'ly 
troublesome  people ;  there  is  continual  feuds  and  animosity,  and 
a  strong  desire  for  litigation,  on  which  account  I  earnestly  wish 
some  steps  be  taken  to  add  some  expence  to  all  private  litigation. 

I  am,  &c,, 
Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

17th  September,  179G. 
Parole — Lynn.  Countersign — Yarmouth. 

The  Governor  is  pleased  to  appoint  Captain  George  Johnston,  of  The Aidede- 
the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  to  be  his  Aid-de-Camp  until  further  *^^- 
orders. 

The  Reverend  Richard  Johnson  and  William  Balmain,  Esquire,  The  Mapris- 
«re  appointed  the  acting  magistrates  in  the  district  of  the  town  of  ^  ^' 
%dney. 

Itfr.  James  Williamson  is  to  do  the  duty  of  Commissary  of  Tiie 
''Stores  and  Provisions  during  the  absence  of  the  Commissary.  Conimissar.N, 

Jno.  Hunter. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

^ly  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  20th  Sept.,  1796.         20  Sept. 

Inclosed  I  transmit  for  your  Grace\s  infonnation  a  retuni 
J^*  the  civil  establishment  of  the  colony,  and  the  alterations  which 
'^^^ve  taken  place  since  the  first  establishment. 

This  being  the  last  letter  which  I  shall  trouble  your  Grace  with  The 
"3^   the  present  conveyance,  I  cannot  close  it  without  expressing  expenditure. 
^^^  concern  at  the  unavoidable  expences  incurred  within  the  last 
^.^^.r,  but  which,  I  flatter  myself  with  the  hope,  will  be  consider- 
^  *~^ly  less  during  the  next.    I  have  only  to  request  that  your  Grace 
"^*^y  have  recourse  to  the  Commissary's  accounts,  as  well  as  to  that 
^^•^tleman  personally ;  if  there  shou'd  be  anything  not  perfectly 
^^^«ir,  he  will  be  on  the  spot  to  explain.     In  our  present  state,  ray  The 
^*^^l^,  almost  every  work  of  a  public  nature  (and  there  are  many  JjJ^J*^**^ 
y  ^ti  to  be  done)  must  be  attended  with  expence,  because  we  have  explained. 
^^"^  artificers  but  who  are  free  men.   I  am  at  this  time  endeavouring 
^^    get  two  windmills  erected,  but  it  cannot  he  effected  without 
^^pence,  for  the  above  reasons ;  and  if  it  were  not  to  be  attempted, 
^^Vich  of  the  wheat  purchased  at  the  proper  seasons  would  be  lost 
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26  Sept. 


by  vermin.  I  am  therefore  anxious  to  have  it  ground  into  flour 
as  early  as  possible.  We  shall,  I  fear,  want  some  millstones  and 
other  articles  for  dressing  flour. 

I  will  no  longer  fatigue  your  Grace,  but  request  that  you  will  do 
me  the  honor  and  justice  to  believe  I  am  extremely  anxious  that 
our  concerns  here  may  be  so  managed  as  to  meet  your  Grace's 
approbaticm.  I  have,  4kc., 

[Enclosure.]  Jno.  HuktBB. 

Keturn  of  the  Civil  Establishment  of  New  South  Wales,  20th 

September,  1796. 


Offloe. 

Name. 

Where  Employed. 

Qovemor          

John  Hunter,  Esqr.  . . 

Sydney. 

Lieat't-Ooveniior 

Frans.  Ores,  Esqr.    . . 

Returned  to  England. 

Lieut't-Govomor 

Philip Gidley  King,  Esqr.  .. 
David  OoIUns,  Esqr 

Norfolk  Island. 

Judfl:e- Advocate 

Embariced  in  the  Britannia. 

Secretaiy  to  the  Governor    . . 

do. 

do.               do. 

Chaplain 

Revd.  Richard  Johnson 

Sydney. 

Aaiist-Ghaplaiii 

Bevd.  Saml  Manden 

Parrs  ma  tta 

Gommiflnry 

John  Palmer 

Deputy  Commiasary   •• 

Tho's  Layoook 

Zach'h  Clark 

83dney. 

Deputy  Cotnmiiieary  .. 

Norfolk  Idand. 

Surveyor  of  Lands 

Augustus  Alt 

Sydney. 

Deputy  Surveyor 

Charlee  Grimes 

Farramatta. 

Principal  Surgeon 

John  White 

Returned  to  England. 

Aanstant 

Will'mBalmain 

Sydney. 

do 

Tho's  Jamiesoo 

Norfolk  Island. 

do 

James  Thomson 

Parramatta. 

do 

Samuel  Leeds 

Resigned.  Kmbaikedlnthe 

Britannia. 

do.     to  Surgeon   .. 
Provort-MaiBhall 

D'Arcey  Wentworth . . 

Sydney. 

Tho's  Smyth 

do. 

Acting       dOw 

Fane  Edge 

Norfolk  Inland. 

( 

i  Nicolas  Divine 

Sydney. 

1 

1  Thomas  Clai& 

Parramatta. 

Supetintendanteof  Convicts/ 

>  Andrew  Hume 
1  John  Jamlesoa 

Tongabbe. 
Norfolk  Island. 

1 

i  WiUiani  Baker 

Hawkesbury. 

I 

«Daroy  Wentworth  . . 

Norfolk  Island. 

Storekeepers     ..                 -| 

s  William  Broughton 
«  W*m  Neate  ^pman 

Parramatta. 

Norfolk  Idaud. 

<Thomas8mvth 
s  James  Bloodworth 

Sydn^. 

Master  Bricklayer 

Master  Carpenter 

Master  Miller 

do. 

•  John  Uvingston    .. 

FUmimatta. 

>  Thomas  Allen 

do. 

Master  Millwright 

1  Ja's  Thorpe 

do. 

Master  Blaoksmlth     .. 

«  Walter  Brodie 

Sydney. 

Master  Boatbnilder     . . 

iDanl  Payne 

•Will'm  House 

do. 

Navigating  the  Sloop  . . 

do. 

Aoti^  Superintendant 

*MarthiTfaiuiM 

Norfolk  Island. 

Master  Carpenter 

Vacant 

do. 

I  Sent  as  such  from  England.  *  Appointed  by  Lt.-Gov.  King, 

s  Appotaited  by  the  late  Gov.  PbiUip^       «  Appointed  by  LL-Gov.  Grose. 
&  Appointed  by  Lt.-Go>\  Grose,  wlio  promised  nim  £10  per  annum. 


Jno.  Huntee. 


The  Duke  of  Fobtijlnd  to  Govesnob  Huntbb. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  26th  September,  1796. 

Having  referred  to  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  the 
memorial  addreasedto  you  by  Thomas  Muir,  Thomas  Fysh  Palmer, 
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and  William  Skirving^  dated  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  25th       1706 
October,  1795,  together  with  certified  copies  of  their  respective     assap 
aentenoes  and  the  Bubaeqaent  Order-m-Conncil  thereon,  I  hereby       "iZLh 
aoqoaint  you  that  it  is  your  duty  to  detain  those  persons  within  Martyn  to 
Toor  Government  until  the  terms  of  their  respective  sentences  are  ^  <i«tain^ 
conpleated.*  I  am,  drc., 

Portland. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

26th  September,  1796. 

Parole— liverpooL  Countersign — Bristol. 

Th£  many  robberies  which  have  been  and  continue  daily  to  be  Prevalence 
oummitted  renders  it  necessary,  for  the  safety  and  security  of  the  ^  ^       ^' 
industrious  and  their  property,  that  some  effectual  means  sliou'd  be 
naed  to  secure  those  pests  to  society  who  are  continually  employed 
m  inch  depredations. 

The  Governor,  therefore,  has  determined  to  erect  in  each  of  the  Local  &koU 
towns  of  Sydney  and  Parramatta  a  strong  log  building  for  the  ^iJ^tecL 
ncority  of  all  idle  and  worthless  characters ;  and  for  the  more 
readily  and  expeditiously  completing   such  building  it  becomes 
lieoessary  that  every  settler  and  housekeeper  do  furnish  some  part 
<tf  the  means  by  which  those  very  necessary  works  are  to  be  imme- 
diately finished.     It  is  therefore  expected  and  ordered  that  they  contri- 
do  deUver  in,  at  the  place  where  the  building  is  to  be  erected,  ten  Jl^tti"^/*^"* 
logs  weekly  each,  the  logs  to  be  9  feet  long,  not  under  nor  over 
7  inches  diameter,  and  that  they  are  quite  straight.     The  Louse- 
keepers  and  settlers  will  be  furnished  with  a  receipt  for  the  numbers 
l^ey  send  in.     By  this  means  the  Governor  will  be  enabled  to 
judge  of  their  attention  to  a  measure  principally  meant  for  their 
■ccurity.     The  Governor  thinks  it  also  necessaiy  to  inform  the 
^cers  who  are  fumish'd  with  labourers  from  Government  that 
«©  expects  from  them  twenty  logs  each.     Those  whose  farms  or 
places  of  residence  are  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Parramatta  will 
Oliver  their  proportion  there,  and  those  who  are  nearer  to  Sydney 
*^  that  place.f  Jno.  Hunter. 


Under  Secretary  Lewis  to  Under  Secretary  King. 

Sir,  War  Office,  29th  September,  1796.         29  Sept. 

Your  letter  of  the  22nd  instant,!  with  the  enclosures  (which 
herewith  returned),  having  been  laid  before  the  Duke  of  York, 
^^d  his  Royal  Highness  having  directed  that  the  same  should  be 

^  8ee  the  opinloii  of  the  Lord  Advocale  (R.  Dundas).— Ante,  p.  111. 
1^  OoUina  (voL  if*  !»•  2)  itatei  that  the  Governor  bad  the  satisfaction  of  seeincr  the  materials 
^[^tlie  erecftkm  €f  these  lof?  prisons  brought  in  much  quiclcer  than  the  carpenters  could  put 


X  tlus  letter  of  Under  Seeretaiy  King  is  not  amongst  the  transcripts  received  from 
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89  Sept 

The 

oomplaint 

agaiost 

Ensign 

Brock. 


The  Major* 

General's 

report 


The 

captain's 

complaint. 


Willing  to 
answer  for 
dcUvery  of 
convicts. 


The  nature 
of  the 
evidence. 


transmitted  to  M.-Gen'l  Coyler,  the  general  officer  commanding  at 
Portsmouth,  for  him  to  examine  into  the  circumstances  of  Ensign 
Brock's  conduct,  I  am  desired  by  the  Secretaiy  at  War  to  send  for 
the  Duke  of  Portland's  information  copy  of  a  letter  received  by 
Colonel  Brownrigg  from  M.-Genl  Cuyler,  together  with  a  copy 
of  one  enclosed  therein  from  L't-Colonel  Grose,- Commandant  of 
the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  on  the  subject  of  the  complaint 
made  against  Ensign  Brock.  I  am,  <S:c., 

M.  Lewis. 
[Enclosure.] 

Major-General  Cuyler  to  Colonel  Brownrigg. 

Sir,  Portsmouth,  26th  September,  1796. 

In  obedience  to  Field-Marshal  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  York's  commands,  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  23rd 
instant,  I  have  had  an  enquiry  made  relative  to  the  charges  pre- 
ferred in  the  letter,  which  I  herewith  return,  against  Ens'n  Brock, 
of  the  South  Wales  Corps ;  and  for  his  Royal  Highness's  infor- 
mation I  transmit  Lieut't-Colonel  Grose's  report  on  the  subject 
of  complaint.  I  have  also  had  some  convei'sation  with  Ens'n 
Brock,  and  from  his  own  history  he  makes  it  appear  that  he  is 
not  at  all  in  fault ;  but  I  trust,  from  wjiat  I  have  recommended 
to  him  for  his  future  guidance  during  the  voyage,  that  there  will 
be  no  further  cause  of  complaint  I  have,  &c., 

C.  Cuyler,  M.-G. 
[Enclosure.] 

Thomas  Patrickson*  to  Jambs  Duncan. 

Sir,  15th  September,  1796. 

I  regret  extremely  I  am  obliged  to  transmit  to  you  the 
enclosed  letter.  The  contents,  however,  are  of  such  an  alarming 
nature  that  I  request  of  you  as  the  greatest  favor  you  will  urge 
to  the  Hon'ble  the  Transport  Board  the  absolute  necessity  of  Mr. 
Brokers  removal. 

If  the  Hon*ble  Board  would  only  place  sufficient  confidence  in 
me  (and  I  am  answerable  both  as  owner  and  having  signed  the 
bonds  for  the  safe  delivery  of  the  convicts),  I  would  undertake 
under  yet  heavier  penalties  to  land  them  safe  rather  than  suffer, 
or  indeed  run  the  risque,  which  the  interference  of  such  a  character 
might  occasion. 

I  have  only  to  add  that  I  am  confident  of  the  veracity  of  the 
writer,  Mr.  Morris,  and  though  a  different  representation  has 
reached  the  Hon'ble  Board,  yet  I  am,  notwithstanding,  very 
certain  it  must  have  arisen  from  some  misrepresentation.  The 
matter  is  thus  at  issue.  I  am  informed  that  Mr.  Broke  has  no 
one  to  second  his  assertions,  excepting  Mrs.  Broke.  With  respect 
to  the  opposite  party,  they  agree  to  a  man,  even  the  surgeon 

*  Captain  of  the  transport  ship  Oangee. 
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appointed  by  Government,  and  will  attest  the  circumstanceB  on  1796 
oath.  I  shall  onlj  state  what  relates  to  the  boatswain  of  the  ship,  29  Sept 
who  might  perhaps  side  with  the  officers  of  the  ship,  especially  when 
Uie  officer  commanding  was  drove  with  violence  of  [off]  the  quarter- 
deck, bat  Mr.  Broke  had,  I  understand,  previously  threatened  him 
with  corporal  punishment,  without  any  permission  on  the  part  of 
the  officers  of  the  ship.  I  am,  &c., 

Thomas  Patrickson. 

[Enclosure.] 

Peter  Morris  to  Thomas  Patricksox. 
Dear  Sir,  Deal,  12th  September,  1796. 

Our  situation  within  these  few  days  has  been  very  uncom- 
fortable, owing  to  the  strange  conduct  of  Mr.  Broke. 

I  beg  leave  to  relate  a  circumstance  that  will  be  sufficient  to  '^•^.  . 
prove  that  unless  he  alters  his  behaviour  he  will  be  absolutely  ^Slk 
unaupportabla  Mr.  Jacks  had  my  orders  when  I  went  on  shore 
on  the  ship's  business  in  case  of  any  necessity  to  fire  a  gun,  on 
which  I  intended  to  repair  instantly  on  board.  A  dispute  arising 
between  Mr.  Jacks  and  Mr.  Broke,  he  thought  proper  to  make 
the  signal  agreed  upon ;  and  when  about  to  execute  those  inten- 
tions, Mr.  Broke  placed  four  centinels  over  the  guns,  told  him  he 
was  commander  of  the  ship,  and  thurst  Mr.  Jacks  off  the  quarter- 
deck with  violence,  calling  him  a  scoundrel,  &c. 

Every  man  on  board  is  witness  to  the  above  facts,  as  well  as  Habits  of 
his  excess  in  drinking,  which  he  begins  before  breakfast.  iD,^^'* 

I  am  therefore  inclined  to  believe  we  shall  not  be  able  to  get 
through  the  voyage  with  him,  as  every  officer  in  the  ship  already 
mention  their  intentions  of  leaving  her  if  this  abusive  man  remains 
on  board.  1  can  only  further  add  that  all  I  have  asserted  I  will 
with  pleasure  attest,  in  which  every  person  belonging  to  the  vessel 
will  join  ma  I  have,  &c., 

Peter  Morris. 
[Enclosnre.] 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Grose  to  Major-General  Cuyler. 
Sir,  Portsmouth,  25th  September,  1796. 

In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  liave  to-day  been  on  board  Oroie 
the  Ganges,  transport,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  com-  KvJJ8Ste«. 
plaint  made  by  the  officers  of  that  ship  against  Ensign  Brock,  of 
the  New  South  Wales  Corps.     From  what  I  had  heard  on  this 
subject  I  rather  expected  to  have  found  a  great  deal  more  disorder 
in  that  ship  than  appears  to  be  the  case.     For  as  it  so  happened 
that  Ensign  Brock  was  on  shore,  I,  in  the  first  instance,  called  for  The  evidence 
the  Serjeant  and  the  soldiers  of  his  party,  of  whom  I  asked  whether  Mrmntand 
they  had,  or  had  not,  any  grievances  to  complain  of  as  to  their  soldiers 
treatment^  either  by  the  sailors  or  the  officers  of  the  Ganges.     I 


U3 


WSSTOmiCJJL  XBOOSBB  OF  JTEW  80U1S  WALES. 


and  d  Akp'h 


Tbc  diief 
and  woood 
inatt<& 


Afcnde 

coorioL 


Tbe 

oufnplaiDt. 


Broek't 
•xpfauiat&oo. 


IlaoourU 

Ml 

Inqiilr}'. 


Rioerred  lor  answer  l^m  tkry  were  weD  treated ;  that  they  had 
not  acT  camplaints  %o  make :  l^ax  ^bey  nerer  as  yet  had  had  an^ 
dispates  widi  the  saikrB :  that  they  were  themsdves  perfectly 
oont«nted  :  and  that  they  so^^cHted  if  the  affieers  ot  the  ship  weif 
aaiked  tiie  qnctstioii  ther  would  izifcvm  me  they  irere  satisfied  with 
their  behaTioiir  on  bc«jtL 

I  asked  this  qnesrion  of  ihe  mate  and  c^oers  of  the  ship,  and 
^ras  answn^ed  that  tJ»e  sciidiers  vere  orderiy  and  well-behaved. 

I  then  enquired  of  the  chief  and  second  mate  if  their  dispute 
with  Ensgn  Brock  was  so  senoos  as  to  put  it  out  of  my  power  to 
adjust  it,  or  if  they  ihougjit  anything  I  could  say  would  bring 
about  a  r?oonci]iation.  They  sctated  that  within  Uiese  few  days 
they  had  not  been  disputing  with  Mr.  Brock  ;  and  it  appeared  to 
me,  on  the  whole,  that  notwithstanding  tliey  complained  of  having 
reenred  a  good  deal  of  abose.  that  there  were  no  objections  <m 
their  part  to  forget  what  had  haf^ned,  provided  Mr.  R,  from 
anything  that  shoukl  be  said  to  him,  could  be  prevented  from 
interfering  with  them  in  future. 

One  origin  of  this  dispute  was  from  the  circumstance  of  a  oon- 
vict  woman  being  sufR^red  on  the  quarter-deck.  B.,  it  appears^ 
contended  she  should  not  walk  there ;  the  mate  insisted  she 
should.  High  words  having  taken  ]^aee,  the  mate  designed  to 
fire  a  gun  as  a  signal  to  bring  off  frnn  the  shore  the  commander 
of  the  ship.  Brock,  it  seems,  ccmsidered,  cnt,  as  the  mate  says, 
pretended  to  believe,  this  gun  was  to  be  fired  into  his  cabin,  and 
therefore  placed  a  centinel  over  it.  Hus  act,  t^ey  supposed,  was 
in  a  manner  arresting  the  command  from  the  commander  of  the 
ship,  and  is  what  is  chiefly  complained  of.  Mr.  Mileham,  the 
surgeon,  who  has  also  written  to  represent  the  disquiet  he  feels  at 
Mr.  B.  being  suffered  to  go  in  the  ship,  says  he  does  not  think  he 
should  have  given  himself  tiiat  trouble  but  that  he  heard  Mr. 
Brock  had  himself  designed  to  complain,  and  that  he  therefore 
chose  to  complain  also. 

Ensign  Brock  I  have  since  seen,  and  he  informs  me  that  he  fell 
his  situation  in  the  Granges  so  truly  uncomfortable  and  alarming 
that  when  in  the  Downs  he  requested  the  Admiral  Peyton  to  inve& 
tigate  his  conduct,  and  the  conduct  of  the  officers  in  the  Ganges 
towards  him  ;  that  in  consequence  of  this  request  the  Admiral 
sent  Capt'n  Winkworth  and  some  other  officers  to  enquire  int< 
the  business,  which  was  formally  done ;  that  the  result  of  thii 
enquiry  the  Admiral  is  in  possession  of,  and  he  did  suppose  woulc 
liave  forwarded  to  the  Transport  Office.  To  this  enquiry  Mr 
Brock  wishes  to  refer  for  everything  that  relates  to  his  conduct 
and,  lastly,  is  very  earnest  in  requesting  that  the  opinion  of  thii 
CJourt  of  Enquiry  may  be  brought  forward  for  the  exculpation  oi 
his  character,  the  which  he  feels  is  much  injured  by  assertion 
that  have  been  made  to  his  prejudice. 


^ 
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I  kment^  sir,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  have  executed  this  busi-      1796 
oesB  joxL  have  sent  me  on  in  so  satisfactory  a  manner  as  I  could     09  Sept. 
Iiave  wished.     I  have,  however,  sir,  put  you  in  possession  of  everj-- 
thing  I  can  collect.  I  am,  ic.^ 

Era's  Grose,  L't-CoL, 
Commandant,  N.  S.  Wales  Corps. 

[Ehioloeare.] 
Surgeon  Milehah  to  Uin>ER  Secretary  King. 
On  board  the  Ganges,  in  ye  Downs, 
Sr,  21  St  September,  1796. 

Little  did  I  suppose  when  I  engaged  myself  surgeon  on  The 
bond  the  Ganges,  transport,  to  experience  the  difficulties,  I  am  J^Jf^Jj^^ 
sorry  to  say,  I  at  present  endure.  I  have  nothing  to  alledge 
against  Uie  ship's  company,  but  the  treatement  I  receive  from  a 
desperate  guard  (and  I  am  sorry  to  say  the  officer  is  not  much 
better)  is  intolerabla  This  treatment  1  cannot  otherwise  account 
for  but  by  supposing  it  is  owing  to  my  not  coinciding  in  opinion 
▼itb  Mr.  Brock  respecting  some  differences  he  has  had  with  the 
officers  of  the  ship.  I  am  sorry  to  trouble  you  on  this  occasion, 
but  can  assure  you  my  determination  (unless  some  great  altera- 
tbn)  is  not  to  go  the  voyage,  and  whatever  I  am  indebted  to 
^Ternment  I  will  cheerfully  return. 

I  shall  appeal  to  the  ship's  company  for  my  behaviour  and 
conduct  since  my  arrival  on  board,  and  flatter  myself  it  as  been 
TOch  as  not  to  merit  censure.  I  beg  leave  to  crave  your  advice 
^assistance  on  this  occasion,  and  remain  assured  gratitude  shall 
never  be  found  wanting  by,  sir,  <fcc.,  Jas.  Mileham. 

[Enclosure.] 

Deposition  of  Surgeon  Mileham. 

Deal,  21st  September,  179G. 

The  first  day  of  my  comming  on  board  the  Ganges,  transpoi-t,  Tiie  cMisigm 

being  the  12th  of  September,  when  setting  at  dinner,  convei*sation 

haVg  taken  place,  I  observed  a  dis}>osition  in  Mr.  Brock  wishing 

to  create  a  disturbance  by  irritating  and  tantalizing  Mr.  Jacks, 

who  was  then  present,  to  that  degree  that  had  it  been  myself  I 

certainly  could  not  have  bom  it ;  but  Mr.  Jacks,  on  the  other  hand, 

notwithstanding  all  that  had  been  said  to  him  by  Mr.  B.,  made  no 

other  answer  than  that  of,  "  Sir,  I  wish  no  conversation  with  you 

or  your  family,"  which  fully  convinced  me  that  what  had  been  said 

to  me  a  few  days  ago  by  Mr.  B.  respect'g  Mr.  Jacks  pointing  him 

out  to  be  a  very  quarrelsome  man  to  be  void  of  foundation. 

My  firm  oppinion,  likewise  from  what  I  have  seen,  is  that  Mr.  Brock  a 
BL  without  a  doubt  is  a  very  dangerous  person  to  go  the  voyage.  JjJJ^n'*'"' 
He  represented  to  me  that  the  great.est  part  of  the  men  he  had  the 


and  the 

nmtc. 
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honour  to  command  were  a  dam'd  set  of  rascals ;  but  since  what 
has  happened,  finding  them  to  be  the  only  evidence  he  could  bring* 
for  his  purpose,  on  his  leav'g  the  ship  he  said  they  were  the  best 
fellows  in  the  world,  and  should  be  happy  to  sail  w'th  them. 

The  said  men  are  brought  forward  ag'st  the  officers  of  the  ship 
as  evidence,  and  upon  oath  ;  but  shall  beg  leave  of  my  readers  for 
a  moment  to  inspect  their  former  lives. 

The  report  of  the  sailors  illusing  the  soldiers  is  false,*  which  X 
can  with  pleasure  certify  that  during  my  stay  on  board  the  ship  I 
never  saw  but  the  greatest  harmony  prevail  amongst  them.  Iii 
short,  I  never  saw  in  so  little  time  a  better-disposed  sett  of  people 
as  the  ship's  company  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  Mr.  B.  is  one  with 
whom  I  sho'd  never  think  of  taking  a  voyage  to  New  South  Wales.*" 

Jas.  Mileham,  Surgeon. 


30  Sept. 


Issuiiiff 
provisions. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

30th  September,  1796. 

Parole — Berwick.  Countersign — Tweed. 

It  is  the  Governor's  directions,  when  the  settlers,  laboring  people, 
«kc.,  victualled  by  (Government,  receive  their  provisions  at  tho 
store  to-morrow,  that  they  are  informed  it  is  expected  every  indi- 
vidual of  the  different  messes  do  make  their  appearence  at  the 
victualling  store  on  the  following  Saturday,  Oct'r  8,  No  provi- 
sions will  be  issued  for  those  who  do  not,  or  if  any  shall  neglect 
to  attend  agreeable  to  this  information  immediate  search  will  be 
made  after  theDi.t  Jno.  Hunter. 


Government  and  General  Order. 


15  Oct. 


15th  October,  1796. 
Parole — Hibemia.  Countersign — Caledonia. 

Certificates  jj  jg  the  Governor's  orders  that  all  those  laboring  people  who 
victuoiUn;.  are  out  of  their  time  and  not  employ^'d  on  public  work,  and  who 
have  already  received  certificates  that  they  are  not  victualled  by 
Government,  do  bring  in  their  certificates  that  they  may  be  re- 
new'd  at  the  Commissary's  office  by  Monday  the  24th  instant ;  and 
that  those  who  have  lately  been  discharged  from  the  victuaJling- 
books  without  having  received  a  certificate  of  such  discharge  do 
apply  at  the  same  time  for  them.  All  settlers  and  other  persons, 
are  hereby  forbidden  to  employ  any  extra  people  but  those  who 
produce  a  certificate  of  their  being  so  discharged,  and  at  their  own 
disposal  Jno.  Hunter. 

*  Exmlgn  Brock  died  at  Sydney  four  weeks  after  the  arrival  of  the  Ganges.— Post,  p.  84a 
t  The  reason  for  the  issue  of  this  Onier  was  the  discovery  that  pro^'isiOIlfl  were  at  times 
obtained  rimultaneously  at  Sydney  and  Parnunatta  for  the  fiame  mess. 
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Condition  of  Norfolk  Island.  1796 

By  Lieutenant-Governor  Kinpf.  ^*  ^^ 

18th  October,  1796. 

Inhabitants  (Civil)  consists  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  Judge-  CivtiMid 
Advocate,  Deputy  Provost,  Deputy  Cominiswaiy,  and  an  assistant  °^"'***^>- 
Borgeon,  to  whom  may  be  added  a  storekeeper,  an  acting  master- 
carpenter,  beach-master,  and  one  su|)erintendant. 

MiUtary  consists  of  a  captain,  three  subalterns,  and  a  company. 
The  whole  number  of  the  civil  and  military,  with  their  wives  and 
funilys,  is  one  hundred  and  twenty. 

Settlers  are  four  seamen,  who  belonged  to  his  Majesty's  ship  Free 
Krius,  and  fifteen  marines,  who  were  discharged  at  the  relief  of  ««****''•• 
that  detachment,  and  became  settlers  in  January,  1792. 

Also  fifty-three  settlers  from  those  whose  terms  of  transporta- 
tion is  expired,  three  officers,  and  others  who  held  gi'ound  by  grant 
or  lease,  or  who  have  purchased  allotments  from  settlers ;  also 
fourteen  from  tliose  whose  term  of  transportation  is  unexpired, 
and  who  hold  allotments  exceeding  five  acres.  The  whole  number 
of  which  (exclusive  of  the  officers),  with  their  familys,  is  about 
two  hundred  and  forty -one. 

Men  and  Women  whose  Terms  of  Transportation  are  Ex/Ared. —  Expirees. 
One  hundred  and  forty-nine  men  and  sixty-three  women  of  this 
description  support  themselves  by  hiring  ground  from  settlers, 
working  for  individuals,  or  at  their  diffei'ent  callings.  Some  few 
*re  employed  as  overseers,  and  working  for  the  publick,  for  which 
they  are  cloathed  and  fed  from  the  stores,  and  further  recompensed 
'According  to  their  merit.  The  number  of  this  class,  with  their 
Women  and  children,  is  about  two  hundred  and  thirty. 

Male  Cmivicts  who  remain  under  the  sentence  of  the  law  are  as  Male 

follows  : convicts. 


For  life 

From  10  to  5  years 

„      5  to  3     ,, 

3tol 


1  year  to  six  months  ... 


3(5 
10 
4 
26 
CO 


136 

Of  which  number  five  are  assigned  to  settlers  and  others,  on 
^^^tion  of  their  maintaining  them  ;  the  rest  are  employed  as 
***ted  in  the  following  page.  From  which  it  will  be  obvious  that 
^  progress  in  cultivation  for  the  Crown  can  be  made,  as  not  more  Government 
*^  thirty  men  are  employed  in  cultivating  ground  for  the  public 
*<lvantage,  which  is  much  interrupted  by  incidental  work,  and 
attending  the  artificers  in  carrying  on  the  different  buildings,  which 
^^  indi^naable. 

VOL.  Ill— K 
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HISTORICAL   RECORDS  OF  NEW   SOUTH   WALES. 


1796 

18  Oct. 
Population. 
Males. 


Females. 


^ 


Number  and  Employment  of  every  Pereon  resident  on  Norfolk 

Island,  16th  October,  1796. 

Males, 

Lieutenant-Governor  and  officers  of  the  civil  department      

Convicts  allowed  do.     ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ... 

One  captain,  2  ensigns  ...        ...        ...        

Convicts  allowed  do. 
Non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  detachment     

Convicts  allowed  do.     ...         ...         ...        ...        ...         ... 

Convicts  allowed  guard 

Storekeeper,    1  ;    saperintendant^  1  ;    master  carpenter^    1  ;   beach- 

lUttO  vV&  fX  •■•  •••  •••  ••■  tfli  •••  •••  ••• 

Convicts  allowe<l  do.     ...         ...         ...         ...        ...         

Overseers,  9  ;  convicts,  men,  and  boys  allowed  do.,  9 

Settlers  from  marines  and  seamen,  independont  of  the  stores 

Do    victualled  for  working  for  the  publick 

J  Do    from  convicts  who  have  served  their  term  of  transportation, 

and  who  are  independan  t  as  above        

Do    victualled  for  working  for  the  public 

Free  men  who  are  not  settlers        

People  whose  terms  of  transportation  are  expired,  and  who  work  for 

their  living  amon g  settlers  and  others  

Convicts  who  are  taken  off  the  stores  by  the  settlers  and  others  to 

assist  them  in  clearing  their  ground,  &c 

Employed  at  public  cultivation — 

At  Sydney,  16    ...         ...         ...        ...        ...        ...        «..        ..   \ 

At  Queenboro',  12         ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  ( 

Boat's  crew,  5  ;  constable,  1  ;  watchmen  (who  are  invalids),  8 

Carpenters,  13  ;  sawyers,  8 ;  boatbuilders,  2      

Stonemasons,  labourers,  and  quarrymen 

Blacksmiths,  3  ;  tool-helver,  1  ;  charcoal-burners,  3  ;  shingle-makers, 

2 ;  glazier  and  painter,  2  ;  grooms,  2 ;  mak*g  salt,  2       

Barbers,  2  ;  bakers,  2  ;  shoemakers,  3  ;  taylors,  4  ;  hospital,  1 

Millars,  2 ;  butcher,  1  ;  jailer,  1 ;  ropemaker,  1  

Schoolmaster,  Commissary's  clerks  

At  the  stores,  4  ;  flax  manufactory  (with  9  women)       

Stock,  8;  granary  and  barn,  1  ;  gardeners,  2 

Men  allowed  marine  settlers,  &c.,  for  working  at  their  difibrent  trades 
At  Phillip  Island,  taking  care  of  the  stock         


Total  males 


FemaltB, 


Wives  to  civil  and  military,  11  ;  children,  24  ;  free  women,  2 

Settlers'  wives,  and  those  who  have  served  their  terms  of  transporta- 
tion, and  who  are  independant  of  the  provision  store       

Wives  and  women  living  with  overseers,  and  washerwomen,  and 
having  youns  children 

Working  at  the  flax  manufactory 

Making  slips  and  nursinff    ..  ... 

Children  supported  by  their  parents 

Do     victualled  from  tlie  stores 


5 
26 

3 
22 
71 

3 

2 

4 
13 
IS 

S 
II 

38 

19 

2 

144 

5 

28 

14 

23 

5 

15 

12 

5 

5 

13 

U 

5 


533 

37 

64 

61 
9 
2D 
64 
99 


Total  females  and  children      ...    354 

Total  males         533 

Females  and  children 354 


Number  in  the  settlement 


...    887 


NORFOLK  ISLAND. 


147 


Land, — ^The  island  contains  about  11,000  acres.     In  the  level       1706 
grounds,  where  the  earth  cannot  be  washed  away  by  heavy  rains,      ^g  q^ 
the  soil  varies  from  a  rich  brown  mould  to  a  light  reel  earth.       - — 
These  soils  are  again  varied  by  some  extensive  pieces  of  light  black  extent  of 
Donld  and  fine  gravel,  which  is  found  to  produce  the  best  wheat.  ^"^ 
The  heavy  rains  which  fall  during  the  winter  months  wash  the 
«irth  from  the  sides  of  the  steep  hUls  into  the  bottoms,  leaving  a 
marly  substance,  which  will  not  admit  of  cultivation  in  that  state ; 
but  this  is  only  the  case  with  the  very  steep  hills  that  are  cleared  of 
timber,  and  have  been  four  or  five  years  in  cultivation,  as  those 
of  an  easy  ascent  preserve  their  depth  of  soil,  many  of  which  have 
home  six  successive  crops  of  wheat.     Owing  to  the  (|uantity  of  soil 
washed  from  the  sides  of  the  steep  hills  into  the  bottoms  (some  of 
▼hich  were  only  a  waterway  between  the  hills),  they  are  now  level 
spots  of  ground,  covered  with  great  depth  of  the  richest  soil.     Of 
the  11,000  acres  of  ground  in  this  island,  there  are  not  200  that 
coald  not  be  cultivated  to  the  greatest  advantage,  if  cleared  of 
timber,  and  a  sufiSciency  of  people,  cattle,  and  ploughs  were  on  the 
island 

TU  manner  in  which  the  land  is  occupied, — The  ground  cleared  Alienated 
of  timber  for  the  public  use,  and  that  marked  out  for  the  settlers'  JS?d!^^*^^'^ 
kts,  occupy  a  great  part  of  the  island,  and  is  distributed  in  the 
fcUowing  manner,  viz.  : — 


To  whom  allotted. 

Number 
of  acres. 

Acres 

cleared  of 

timber. 

Gnmnd  allotled  to  settlers  on  fn^it  or  lease       

„           „          officers,  by  Rrantt.  lease,  or  permission 

„           „          to  individuals  of  different  descriptions 

„      resened  for  Government,  and  contigious  to  the  above 

allotments 

1,      cleared  of  timber,  and  has  been  occupied  for  the 

public  benefit           

1.12 
100 

1,400 

870 

020 
132 
100 

None. 

376 

Tcdal  quantity  of  f^rotmil  occupied  as  above        

Bopposed  contents  of  the  island, about 

„       quantity  of  ground  unoccupied,  about 
n             „            „          not  cleared  of  timber 

5,247 

11,000 

6,753 

9,472 

1.52S 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

Cultivation, — Most  of  the  ground  cleared  of  the  timber  was  Produce 
lUKler  cultivation  in  1793  and  1794,  and  produced  about  34,000  **'  "'^^^"'^ 
oushels  of  grain,  but  from  the  sudden  and  efiectual  check  given  to 
private  industry  during  the  year  1794,  and  the  great  proportion 
of  the  labourers  working  for  their  own  support,  and  otherways 
disposed  of,  not  more  than  a  third  of  Government  ground  and  a 
Wi  of  the  ground  belonging  to  individuals  was  in  a  state  of 
^Itivation  during  the  last  year;  that  portion  of  ground  thus 
'^^glocted  became  overrun  with  rank  and  strong  weeds,  which  is  a 
^l^^t  cover  to  the  numerous  rats  there  are  on  the  island,  exclusive 
^  the  injury  done  the  soil  by  the  growth  of  these  weeds.  However, 
^rom  the  humane  attention  shewn  to  the  wants  of  the  industrious 
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17d6 

18  Oct. 


Public 
labour. 


Wheat. 


Maize. 


Method  of 
cultivation. 


The  second 
crop. 


individual  by  Governor  Hunter  in  directing  the  maize-bills  to  bi 
paid  (which  proceeding  has  since  been  sanctioned  by  his  Qraoe  Ihi 
Duke  of  Portland),  I  hope  tliat  step  will  not  only  relieve  mn} 
deserving  people,  but  also  renew  that  industrious  disposition  wliiel 
the  settlers  have  in  general  shewn. 

The  few  men  at  public  work,  and  the  labour  necessary  for  pre 
paring  the  ground  to  receive  wheat,  did  not  admit  of  more  t^Mu 
100  acres  of  wheat  and  18  of  maize  being  sowed  last  year  for  the 
Crown.  But  the  produce  of  the  wheat  was  much  reduced  by  the 
quantity  of  weeds  that  grew  with  it,  and  by  some  severe  lightninj 
when  in  blossom. 

Crops. — Cultivation  on  this  island  is  generally  confined  to  mane^ 
wheat,  potatoes,  and  all  kinds  of  garden  vegetables.  The  heat  of 
the  climate,  occasional  droughts,  and  blighting  winds  render  wheit 
an  uncertain  crop.  Nor  can  it  be  averaged  at  more  than  18  bushels 
an  acre,  altlio'  some  have  yielded  25. 

Owing  to  the  quick  and  constant  growth  of  rank  weeds,  iam 
individuals  can  sow  more  wteat  than  is  necessary  to  mix 


their  maize,  which  hitherto  has  rarely  exceeded  5  acres  eaoL 
Some  few  among  the  settlers  who  are  remarkably  industrious,  or 
who  have  greater  advantages  than  others,  have  generally  firami^ 
to  1 1  acres  in  wheat. 

The  harvests  of  maize  are  constantly  certain  and  plentiful,  two 
crops  of  which  are  generally  i)rocured  in  twelve  months.  Tie 
produce  of  one  crop  may  be  averaged  at  45  bushels  per  acre,  and 
many  have  yielded  from  70  to  80. 

To  procure  two  crops  of  maize,  or  one  of  wheat  and  one  of  maoBy 
in  twelve  months,  i.e.,  from  June  to  June,  the  following  plan  » 
observed,  viz.  : — The  ground,  owing  to  its  extreme  fertility,  need* 
no  other  preparation  than  cutting  off"  the  weeds,  and  planting  the 
maize  from  June  to  August.  Seldom  more  than  one  good  hoeing 
is  required.  In  October  and  November  the  cobs  are  full  formed 
and  the  tsissels  are  dry.  About  this  time  the  spaces  between  each 
hole  is  planted  with  the  second  crop  of  maize.  In  December  and 
January  the  first  crop  is  gathered.  Taking  up  the  stalks  of  tbe 
first  crop  loosens  the  mould  round  the  plants  of  the  second  crop> 
which  are  now  6  inches  high,  and  are  immediately  hoed.  If  iti« 
intended  to  sow  wheat  for  the  first  crops  of  the  succeeding  year,  i^ 
is  necessary  to  give  this  second  crop  at  least  three  hoeings  to  keep 
the  ground  as  clear  of  weeds  as  possible.  The  second  crop  » 
maize  is  gathered  by  the  beginning  of  May,  and  is  always  mocb 
more  productive  than  the  first,  though  liable  to  be  mildewed.  H 
April  and  May  happen  to  be  wet  months,  which  is  often  the  taH^ 
the  wheat  is  sowed  (for  one  crop  of  wheat  and  one  of  maiae)  fiQB 
the  beginning  of  June  to  the  latter  end  of  July,  and  is  housed  ht] 
Christmas  Day  ;  the  stubble  is  cleared  off  as  fast  as  poasiUe,  ttid 
as  much  rain  generally  falls  in  January,  maize  is  then  pUmted, 
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whidi  comes  off  the  ground  in  April  and  May.  Sometimes  potatoes 
are  planted  for  a  second  crop,  and  yield  an  abundant  encrease.  It 
ig  much  wished  that  a  regular  course  of  crops  could  be  observed,  - — 
\mk  the  want  of  cattle,  ploughs,  and  labourers,  with  some  other 
keal  objections,  prevent  that  desirable  mode  of  cultivation  from 
bang  followed. 

By  the  statements  in  page  147  it  appears  there  are  5,247  Pronorti'm 
acres  occupied,  out  of  which  only  1,528  are  cleared  of  timber.  ,froun<i. 
Abo  that  there  remains  5,753  not  occupied  and  uncleared,  making 
iftthe  whole  9,472  acres  not  cleared  of  timber.  If  6,000  out  of 
the  9,472  acres  not  cleared  could  be  put  under  cultivation,  in 
addition  to  the  1,528  already  cleared  of  timber,  its  produce  at  one 
ooponly,  and  allowing  no  more  than  30  bushels  of  maize  to  the  acre, 
voold  be  225,840  bushels  of  grain,  which  might  be  doubled  if  there 
vers  labourers  to  procure  a  second  crop. 

The  remaining  3,472  acres  might  be  reserved  for  fuel,  wood  for 
buildings,  and  other  purposes. 

India  corn  must  be  ever  considered  the  principal  produce  of  the  in«Uon 
wand  for  furnishing  the  inhabitants  with  bread,  and  which  can 
never  fail  of  being  abundant  for  that  purpose,  as  well  as  feeding 
«tock.  The  few  labourers  at  publick  work  has  not  allowed  of  any 
wheat  being  sowed  this  year  for  Government ;  but  as  individuals 
will  continue  to  raise  that  grain  their  overj^lus  will  be  purchased, 
tt  flour  being  mixed  with  the  meal  of  Indian  corn  makes  it  much 
better.  From  the  great  quantity  of  Indian  corn  still  remaining 
in  the  stores,  and  what  will  be  raised  this  year  by  the  few  convicts  at 
poblic  labour,  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  necessary  to  purchase  any  of 
^t grain  this  year,  unless  future  circumstances  should  require  it. 

AcoouifT  of  grain  raised  by  those  employed  in  cultivating  ground 
for  the  public  use,  and  that  raised  by  oliicers,  settlera,  and 
others,  on  Norfolk  Island,  from  the  6th  March,  1788  (when 
it  was  first  settled),  to  the  18th  Octol>er,  1796  : — 


com. 


Y«ur. 


By  whom 
raised. 


—  (^uantitv  of 

Quantity  of  5"*!?'':  "^™f'"L,  ,  maize  and 

maize  and  wheat  •f^?™  in'Slr^^u  nS  I  wheat  raised 

m  boshelS.  the  pnhlic  uw.  178«-17SH5. 


Fhm — 
Ibicfa,  1788,  to  Mmj,  1780. 


{ 

HV,  1780,  to  May,  1790*     ( 

Iby,  1701,  to  May,  1793    ( 

Ihy,  1702,  to  Ma»-,  1703   ( 

lh3r,179S,tollAy,1704   | 

May,  1701,  to  Hay,  1705   | 

May,  1706,  to  October,  1700 [ 


Government  . 

Individuals  . 

Government  . 

Individuals  . 

Government  . 
Individuals 

Government  . 

Individuals  . 

Government  . 

Individuals  . 

Government  .. 
Individuals 

Government  . . 
Individuals 


40 

10 

450 

50 

1.688 

301 

4,549 

6,900 

6,000 

28,670 

3,300 

14,000 

1.803 

11,500 


79,363 


40 
3,610^ 
11.688 
None. 
380 


._  I 


16,727i 


>  I  WM  absent  this  year. 
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Sugar-cane. 


Batianas. 


Miscel- 
laneous 
fmit- trees. 


Live  stock. 


Fruit-trees, — ^The  sugar-cane  of  which  the  different  iuclosureR 
are  made  is  extremely  luxuriant,  and  grows  to  the  greatest  perfec> 
tion.  Some  sugar  and  a  small  quantity  of  spirits  has  been  made. 
It  is  to  the  great  quantity  of  sugar-cane  that  I  attribute  the  success 
the  inhabitants  have  met  with  in  rearing  such  a  number  of  swine. 
The  bananas  found  on  the  island,  and  those  brought  from  the- 
Bi-azils,  grew  to  a  very  great  perfection,  the  bunches  weighuig 
from  40  to  80  lb.  each.  Of  guavas  and  lemons  there  is  a  great 
abundance.  The  apple-trees  brought  from  the  Cape  in  1791  have 
borne  very  fine  fruit  Two  weak  coffee-plants,  brought  in  1791,. 
are  now  healthy  trees,  bearing  upwards  of  20  lb.  of  berries  each; 
from  the  luxuriance  of  their  growth,  great  quantity s  might  easily 
be  raised.  Cotton  has  also  done  well,  altho'  but  little  of  it  has 
been  cultivated,  as  I  am  told  it  is  a  bad  kind.  But  such  is  the 
fertility  of  the  soil,  and  the  favourableness  of  the  climate,  that  all 
European  and  most  tropical  productions  would  thrive  extremely 
well  if  seeds  or  plants  could  be  sent. 

Live  Slock, 

Statement  of    Live  Stock   in  possession  of  Government  and 

private  individuals. 


Stock  killed 
for  food. 


Tlie  moat 
supplies. 


To  whom  belonginsr. 

Cattle. 

Horses. 

Asses. 

Sheep. 

Goats. 

Swine.  PouItrjM 

1 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F 

M. 

F. 
4 

•  • 

4 

•  > 

Government . 
Individuals    . . 
Increase,  living 
Do.    killed,   and 
taken  away 

3 

•  « 

3 

•  • 

3 

•  ■ 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

1 
1 

♦  • 

•  • 

2 

2 

«  • 

2 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

22 
148 
170 

34 

65 
328 
383 

G 

710 
4,125 
4,835 

4,972 

^1 

Exclusive  of  the  above  increase,  many  of  the  swine  were  killeci 
during  the  scarcity  of  provisions,  from  May,  1792,  until  the  follow- 
ing September ;  since  when  no  reduction  has  taken  place  in  the 
established  ration  (excepting  in  January,  1794,  when  I  learnt  there 
was  no  salt  provisions  in  the  stores  at  Port  Jackson.  As  we  bad 
at  that  time  eleven  months'  meat  at  a  full  ration,  I  caused  the 
reduction  of  3  lb.  a  week  to  be  made  here  to  enable  me  to  send  a 
supply  in  case  it  should  be  demanded).  Tliat  reduced  ration  con- 
tinued only  four  months.  From  the  quantity  of  grain  raised,  and 
other  natural  resources  for  breeding  swine,  that  stock  increased  so- 
much  about  June,  1793,  that  I  directed  swine's  flesh  to  be  pur- 
chased and  issued  in  lieu  of  salt  provisions,  rereiving  it  in  such 
proportions  as  not  to  hazard  a  decrease  of  the  sows,  the  purchase- 
being  occasionally  confined  to  hogs.  The  quantity  purchased  and 
issued  up  to  this  date  is  236,292  pounds,  at  5d.  and  6d.  p.  &).,  which 
has  made  a  saving  in  the  stores  of  an  equal  quantity  of  salt  rneat^ 
exclusive  of  14,408  pounds  furnished  from  Government  stock  for 
the  same  purpose  ;  286,000  pounds  has  been  killed  by  individuals. 
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for  their  own  use,  and  59,980  pounds  supplied  masters  of  ship  and  1796 
taken  from  the  island  by  people  returning  to  Port  Jackson,  making  ^^  ^^^ 
in  the  whole  536,700  pounds. 

When  the  settlers  were  informed  that  payments  for  the  11,476  tiic 
bushels  of  maize  which  they  had  lodged  in  the  stores  in  January,  ||J2||'^^'^ '"' 
1794y  could  not  be  made  until  orders  were  I'eceived  from  Eogland, 
lod  that  no  more  grain  could  be  received,  but  that  the  purchase 
of  fresh  pork  would  be  continued,  the  course  of  their  industry 
became  changed,  altho'  raising  grain  still  continued  necessary  for 
rearing  their  stock. 

On  most  part  of  the  9,472  acres  not  cleared  c»f  timber  the  trees  inditfcnous 
and  underwoods  are  covered  with  the  most  succulent  herbage,  which,  f^Vor^ 
with  the  fern  and  other  soft  roots,  afibrd  the  best  of  food  for  swine,  h^iuq. 
Se?eral  individuals  have  taken  advantage  of  this  convenience  by 
inclosing  from  10  to  100  acres  of  the  uncleared  parts,  into  which 
tbey  turn  their  swine.     Several  individuals  have  from  20  to  150 
confined  in  tliis  manner  that  require  no  other  attention  or  care 
tkn  giving  them  a  sufficiency  of  maize  to  accustom  them  to  tlieir 
owners'  call. 

A  great  resource  for  animal  food  has  been  found  in  Phillip  Island,  swinc  on 
which  has  abounded  with  the  best  of  food  for  swine,  many  having  j^i] 
been  raised  and  brought  from  thence.  The  great  drought  during 
tbe  first  part  of  this  year,  and  the  quantity  of  swine  on  the  island, 
^  destroyed  a  great  part  of  the  weeds  and  grass  on  which  they 
^edj  insomuch  that  I  found  it  necessary  to  get  as  many  from  thence 
^  possible.  But  those  that  were  first  sent  and  their  increase  are 
80  wild  that  I  do  not  think  they  will  be  easily  caught.  Several 
hogs  brought  from  thence  have  weighed,  when  fattened,  from  180 
^  300  lb.  An  extensive  inclosure  of  100  acres  is  made  on  Norfolk 
Wand,  on  account  of  Government,  within  which  there  were  up- 
wards of  400  swine  when  counted  last  month  (in  September).  In 
^  inclosure  they  are  fed  with  maize,  on  which,  and  the  herbage, 
^Jiey  increase  and  thrive  very  well. 

Making  salt  and  salting  pork  has  been  successfully  tried  in  the  Saitin;^' 
^nter  months,  but  it  will  not  answer  in  the  summer.     It  is  in-  ^^^' 
tended  to  salt  all  the  swine  belonging  to  Government  that  can  be 
killed  during  the  winter,  as  I  hope  a  sufficiency  of  salt  will  be 
i&ade  to  answer  that  purpose. 

From  these  resources  it  may  fairly  be  presumed,  if  no  un-  Fowl 
foreseen  mortality  should  attack  the  stock,  that  tlie  settlers  and  ®"i*i*'*^'* 
other  individuals  will  be  able  to  continue  supplying  the  stores  with 
half  the  ration  of  animal  food,  and  that  Government,  in  the  course 
of  twelve  months,  may  furnish  the  other  half ;  and  if  the  industry  of 
the  settler  and  other  individuals  is  encouraged,  by  their  overplus 
grain  and  animal  food  being  purchased,  and  that  there  were  more 
labourers  who  have  a  term  of  years  to  serve,  the  produce  of  the 
grounds  now  cleared  is  more  than  sufficient  for  the  maintenance 
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of  the  present  inhabitants — 337  of  whom  support  themselves  with- 
out any  ex:pence  to  the  Crown,  which  would  be  further  secured  if 
cattle  tand  sheep  could  be  sent  here,  as  the  former  are  much  wanted 
for  labour,  and  the  latter  for  a  change  of  food,  as  it  is  certain  that 
sheep  breed  as  well  here  as  in  any  part  of  the  world,  and  hare 
not  as  yet  been  subject  to  distempers  common  to  that  kind  of  stock. 
The  Cape  ewes  have  not  bred ;  but  the  Bengal  ewes  yean  twice 
in  the  thirteen  months,  and  have  commonly  two,  often  three,  and 
sometimes  four  lambs  at  a  yeaning,  which  have  increased  so  much 
in  size  by  being  crossed  with  the  Cape  ram  that  a  lamb  six  we^ES  old 
is  now  as  large  as  one  of  the  old  ewes  brought  here  in  May,  1793. 

The  goats  are  extremely  prolific,  and  generally  breed  thrice  in 
the  year.    They  commonly  have  from  two  to  four  kids  at  a  time. 

Any  number  of  shee[»,  goats,  and  a  quantity  of  cattle  might  be 
bred  here,  as  the  cleared  grounds  aflford  the  best  of  pasture  for 
these  species  of  stock.  But  it  will  be  a  length  of  time  before  the 
increase  of  the  few  cattle,  horses,  and  asses  now  on  the  ishind 
will  be  of  much  use,  unless  more  are  sent. 

From  the  small  quantity  of  poultry  on  the  island  in  November, 
1791,  so  great  an  abundance  has  been  raised  that  the  quantity 
taken  away  since  that  time  is  not  less  than  900  dozen,  besides 
those  consumed  on  the  island.  Innumerable  quantitys  of  fowles 
and  many  turkeys  are  wild  in  the  woods,  where  they  not  only 
breed  and  increase,  but  are  also  of  great  service  in  destix>ying  the 
cat terpi liars  and  grubs  with  which  the  island  was  much  infested  ; 
but  during  the  last  three  years  little  or  no  inconvenience  has  been 
felt  from  them,  which  I  attribute  to  the  swine  and  wild  poultry. 

It  is  now  eleven  months  since  a  full  ration,  and  three  years 
since  smaller  proportions  of  fresh  pork,  has  been  issued  to  those 
victualled  from  the  public  stores,  the  expence  of  which  to  the 
Crown,  with  the  present  number  of  full  itttions,  is  thus  explained : — 

By  the  receipts,  issues,  and  vouchers,  it  will  appear  that  from 

February  19th  to  May  21st  (viz.,  3  months),  about  480  full  ratums 

have  been  victualled  from  the  stores,  at  7  lb.  of  fresh  pork  eadi 

week.     To  supply  this  consumption  : 

£      s.  d. 

44,6SS  lb.  of  fresh  pork  have  been  supplied  by  individuals  at  6d.  )ier  lb., 

umking  the  sum  of 1,115  19   0 


And  that  the  Quantity  supplied  by  Government  between  the  above  dates  is 
C,525  lb.,  wnich  at  Od.  p.  lb.  makes  a  saving*  of  

Eirpence  quarterly        

Quantity  that  may  be  supplied  from  Government  stock  during  the  remaining 
9  months  may  be  about  12,200  lb.,  which  makes  a  farther  saving  in  the 
course  of  the  year  of  

Total  expences  for  one  year  in  animal  food 

Savings  made  by  350  full  rations  who  support  themselves  throughout  the 
year  in  aninul  food,  &c 

The  above  calculation  only  respects  animal  food. 


16S    2   « 


058  16 

6 

4 

3,811  6 

0 

SCO  0 

0 

3,511  « 

0 

3,186  0 

0 
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From  the  preceding  statements  a  calculation  may  l>e  formed      1708 
of  the  number  of  people  Norfolk  Island  will  maintain.     And  in     i^  oct. 
foradng  an  opinion  on  this  head,  I  am  persaaded  that  2,000  people       — 
might  be  maintained  almost  immediately  with  grain  and  a  great  of^Norfoi? 
pnyportion  of  animal  food  ;  but  to  keep  up  a  supply  of  meat,  salt  ''*^"**- 
prorisionB  would  be  necessary  for  the  increased  uuml)er  of  inhal>- 
itmti  for  one  or  two  years,  which,  with  the  addition  of  six  or  seven 
lumdred  ewes,  might  soon  supply  that  number  with  animal  focnl, 
vhich  kind  of  stock  would  be  much  easier  raised  and  with  less 
eipence  than  swine,  exclusive  of  the  bene  tit  attending  a  change  of 
food. 

Manm^adure  of  New  Zealand  Flax. — Not  more  than  nine  women 
and  thirteen  men  (mostly  invalids)  can  be  employed  preparing  and 
manufacturing  the  flax.  If  there  were  slays  or  reeds,  brushes  pi^^. 
and  other  articles,  indispensibly  necessary  for  flax  dressing  and  dmsin;:. 
▼eairing,  with  more  people  to  work  the  flax,  and  weavers,  this 
i^nd  would  require  very  little  assistance  in  cloathing  the  convicts ; 
bot  the  only  cloth  that  can  be  made,  for  the  want  of  these  necessary 
articles,  is  a  canvas  tiner  than  No.  7,  which  is  thought  to  be  e<|ually 
strong  and  durable  as  that  made  from  European  flax. 

This  necessary  plant  needs  no  cultivation,  yet  that  experiment 
^  been  made,  and  has  answered  extremely  well,  but  it  is  not  so 
nmch  superior  to  that  growing  in  its  natural  state  as  to  l^estow  any 
P^ins  on  its  ciUtivation. 

Until  the  arrival  of  the  two  New  Zealanders  in  May,  1793,  no  The  New 
^femrable  progress  was  made  in  its  manufacture,  nor  was  it  witliout  natives. 
^Uch  entreaty  that  our  visitors  gave  the  information  we  wished. 
Aa  this  work  is  principally  performed  by  the  women  in  New  Zealand, 
otir  friends  were  by  no  means  equal  to  give  us  the  fullest  instructions, 
yet  sufficient  was  obtained  to  improve  upon.* 

The  following  is  the  method  practised  by  the  New  Zealanders 
*nd  the  people  on  this  island  in  manufacturing  the  flax. 

^hen  the  leaves  are  gathered,  the  stalk  running  through  the  Method  of 

centre  is  taken  out  with  the  thumb-nail,  and  tlie  red  edges  of  tlie  i"g"flax?^"' 

leaf  are  also  stripped  off.    The  two  parts  are  then  separated  in  the 

middle,  making  four  slips  of  about  \  of  an  inch  wide,  and  the  length 

o^   the  leaf,  which  is  from  18  inches  to  3  or  4  feet.     Tliese  slii)s 

^'^  cut  across  the  centre  with  a  muscle-shell,  but  not  so  deep  as  to 

separate  the  fibres,  which  is  the  flax.     The  slips  thus  prepared  are 

"©id  in  the  left  hand,  with  the  thumb  resting  on  the  upper  part  of 

|«e  slip,  just  above  the  cut.     The  muscle-shell,  held  in  the  right 

"and,  la  placed  on  the  under  parts  of  the  slips,  just  below  the  cut ; 

^ith  the  thumb  resting  on  the  upper  part,  the  shell  is  drawn  to  the 

?^^  of  the  slip,  which  separates  the  vegetable  covering  from  the 

^^<*u  filaments.     The  slip  is  turned,  and  the  same  operation  is 

P^^ormed  on  the  remaining  part,  which  leaves  the  flax  entire.    If 

^^  ^  designed  for  fishing-lines,  or  other  coai'se  work,  nothing  more 

^  Vol.  il,  p  811. 
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is  done  to  it ;  but  if  intended  for  cloth,  it  is  twisted  and  beat  a 
considerabletime  in  a  clear  stream  of  water,  and,  when  dried,  twisted 
into  such  threads  as  the  work  requires.  I  have  before  observed 
that  our  visitors  were  not  very  conversant  in  the  mode  of  preparing 
the  fiax,  yet  sufficient  was  learnt  to  improve  upon.  Instead  of 
working  it  as  soon  as  gathered,  we  find  it  works  better  to  place  it 
in  a  heap  in  a  close  room  for  five  days  or  a  week,  by  which  means  it 
is  softer  and  pleasanter  to  work.  We  also  find  it  easier  and  more 
expeditious  to  scrape  the  vegetable  covering  from  the  fibres,  which 
is  done  with  three  strokes  of  a  knife;  it  is  then  twisted  and  put  into 
a  tub  of  water,  where  it  remains  until  the  day's  work  is  finished. 
The  day  following  it  is  washed  and  beat  in  a  running  stream. 
When  sufficiently  beat,  it  is  dried,  and  needs  no  other  preparation 
until  it  is  hackled  and  spun  into  yarn  for  weaving.  • 

This  flax  needs  no  cultivation,  as  it  grows  sufficiently  abundant 
on  all  the  cliffs  of  the  island  (where  nothing  else  will  grow)  to  give 
constant  employment  to  five  hundred  people ;  and  should  it  be 
thought  an  object,  any  quantity  of  canvas,  rope,  or  linen  might 
be  made  here,  provided  there  was  men,  women,  weavers,  flax- 
dressers,  spinners,  and  ropemakers,  with  the  necessary  tools.  But 
as  we  are  destitute  of  these  aids,  keeping  in  practice  the  few  that 
can  be  spared  from  other  essential  work  is  all  that  can  be  done  at 
present.  If  a  machine  could  be  so  constructed  as  to  separate  the 
vegetable  covering  from  the  flaxen  filaments,  any  quantity  of  this 
useful  article  might  be  prepared  with  great  expedition. 

Classes  of  Inliabilanis  and  Hours  of  Labour, — To  explain  this 
article  it  is  necessary  to  state  the  different  descriptions  which 
compose  the  inhabitants,  to  do  which  the  method  of  classing  them 
appears  the  clearest  that  can  be  adopted. 


Proportion 
of  various 
claseefl. 


1 

Descriptions. 

Num. 
hers. 

9y  whom 
supported. 

Ist. 

Civil  and  military 

83 

Government. 

2Dd. 

Settlers,  by  grant  or  lease,  and  free  men,  who  are  under- 

tenants to  the  settler 

104 

Labour, 

Free  men,  who  are  hired  by  the  year,  &c,  or  who  liire  them- 

selves out  daily          

138 

do 

. 

Convicts  who  are  talcen  off  the  stores  by  officers,  &c. 

6 

do 

3rd. 

Do       assi)fned  to  officers,  &c.          

/    Do       employed  as  overseers,  artificers,  watchmen,  &c., 

67 

Government. 

4ih. 

J        for  the  public  benefit,  many  of  whom  are  invalids 

]     Do       cultivating  ground  for  the  public  use,  and  other 

106 

do 

\       incidental  work         

Total  males 
(  Women  belonging  to  civil  and  mi]itai3%  and  at  public  labour 

30 

do 

&33 

40 

do 

5th. 

•j     Do     who  belong  to  the  2nd,  and  part  of  the  4th  class  of 

(        men        

125 

Labour. 

Children  belonging  to  the  1st  and  4th  class 

Do       to  the  2na  and  Srd  classes 

Total  females  and  children 

116 

Government. 

73 

Labour. 

354 
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By  this  statement  it  appears  that  not  more  than  136  men,  which       1796 
oompoee  the  4th  class,  are  employed  in  carrying  on  all  public  work.     ^^  Oct. 
Only  28  of  them  can  be  employed  (when  other  works  of  public  neces-       •; — 
dty  do  not  intervene)  in  raising  grain,  <tc.,  without  expence  to  the  ^nants. 
Crown,  for  the  Ist,  3rd,  4th,  and  a  part  of  the  5th  classes,  making 
together  442  persons ;  from  which  circumstance  the  necessity  of 
continuing  to  purchase  grain  and  animal  food  from  private  cultiva- 
tors is  obvious  until  more  labourers  are  employed  at  public  work. 

Those  of  the  4th  class  who  work  as  carpenters,  sawyers,  black-  Houra  or 
smiths,  &c,  work  from  daylight  to  8  o'clock,  from  9  till  noon,  and  ^^' 
from  2  in  the  afternoon  till  sunset,  and,  as  long  as  they  do  their 
work  properly,  they  have  Fridays  and  Saturdays  to  themselves, 
vlkich  they  employ  in  working  at  their  grounds,  or  in  building, 
ic,  for  individuals.  As  those  works  are  of  a  private  nature, 
altho'  they  become  more  or  less  of  a  public  utility,  the  artificers 
are  indulged  with  the  use  of  Government  tools  and  such  niatei*ial8 
as  can  be  spared. 

Those  employed  at  cultivation  and  other  incidental  labour  for  Agricultural 
tfce  public  benefit  work  at  all  seasons  from  daylight  until  1  o'clock,  ^'»""^"- 
which  is  found  much  more  eligible  than  dispersing  them  at  the 
Hours  for  meals,  and  collecting  them  again  to  resume  their  labour. 
As  very  few  of  this  description  have  any  person  to  dress  their 
ineat,  by  this  management  they  have  a  great  part  of  the  day  at 
*lieir  own  disposal.  Those  who  are  industiious  employ  a  great 
P^rt  of  their  leisure  time  in  cultivating  pieces  of  ground  for  their 
Q^  use,  or  labouring  for  others. 

The  2nd  and  a  part  of  the  5th  classes,  making  together  331  Seif- 
P^rsons,  support  themselves  by  the  produce  of  their  labour,  at  no  J^5^!ift"I^' 
^^cpence  to  the  Crown,  as  the  cloathing  they  and  the  settlers  are 
^Hjcasionally  furnished  with  from  the  stores  is  paid  for  in  grain  or 
^tock. 

Price  of  Labour  amonj  IndividudU,  Tiic  labour 

^HE  general  pnce  of  labour  among  the  inhabitants  is  as  follows,  "*^*^  ^ 

viz.  ; — 

To  a  convict  taken  off  the  stores  by  an  officer  or  settler,  from  5  to  G  £ 
^>er  annnm. 

To  a  free  man,  hired  by  the  year,  victualled  and  cloathed,  from  10  to 
)2  £  per  annum. 

A  (lay*8  work  for  a  labourer,  with  victuals,  is  3s.  ;  without,  ^%, 

Cutting  down  and  burning  off  an  acre  of  wood,  £2. 

Do  do  do  of  weeds,  £1  10s. 

Thrashing  one  bushel  of  iivheat  10  lb.,  equal  to  Is.  8d. 

Other  works  in  proportion.     The  mode  of  paying  for  labour  is  f^-J"*"^"* 
various,  and  entirely  depends  upon  the  employer's  circumstances ; 
but  is  in  general  made  by  what  arises  from  the  grain  or  fresh  pork 
put  into  the  stores  by  settlers,  &c.,  sometimes  (but  very  rarely, 
from  its  scarcity)  in  cash ;  and  often  by  equal  labour  or  by  pro- 
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y.B. — Wlien  the  buser  is  taken  into  the  stom  for  the  sick  it 
n  vmned  aa  5  Ih.  of  miittoa  for  7  lb.  of  salt  be^ — atopped  in  the 
atrirea — hj  wkich  meAiiii  Government  does  not  paj  more  than  6d. 
7  Ik,  afl  for  fresh  pork. 

XomerofLS  inconTeniences  and  mock  real  distress  has  been  feit 
by  all  the  inhabitants  on  Norfolk  Island  for  the  want  of  some  rr^- 
latkm  respecting  the  «npplT  and  poichase  of  absohite  necessaiys 
for  the  use  and  comfort  of  their  £amilT& 

To  remedy  these  inconTeniences,  only  two  means  present  them- 
selrea,  viz. : — 

First. — Bj  Government  giving  an  exdnsive  licence  to  some 
merchant  or  merchants  to  supply  the  colonists  with  a 
sufficiency  of  requisite  artidesy  recruiting  those  or  sub- 
stituting others  yearly,  according  to  the  demand  or 
recommendation  of  the  Governor,  fixing  the  profits  of 
the  merchant  at  such  a  rate  as  to  make  a  fair  advantage 
by  hifi  undertaking,  and  to  free  the  inhabitants  from  the 
great  impositions  they  have  so  long  laboured  under  by 
the  advantages  takm  of  their  wants. 

H^KJondly. — By  Government  sending  a  yearly  assortment  of 
such  requisite  articles  as  may  be  pointed  out  by  the 
Governor  as  useful  and  necessary  for  the  use  of  the 
inhabitants ;  to  be  consigned  to  the  Commissary  or  store- 
keeper, for  the  use  of  such  ofiicers  and  inhabitants  as 
the  Governor  may  approve  of,  in  payment  of  articles 
of  frxxl  supplied  by  individuals  for  the  use  of  those 
victualled  from  the  public  stores,  or  for  money  in  good 
bills  on  the  paymaster  of  the  corps  or  on  England. 

How  far  either  of  these  plans  would  be  proper  or  advisable  for 
Port  Jackson  depends  on  the  local  circumstances  of  that  place, 
which  1  am  not  sufficiently  informed  of  to  offer  an  opinion  on 
what  may  or  may  not  be  necessary  for  that  settlement.     I  shall 
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therefore  confine  myself  to  Norfolk  Island,  trusting  that  my  pro-       1796 
posing  those  plans  will  appear  equally  necessary  for  the  advantage      u  ott. 
of  Government  and  the  common  welfare  of  a  spot  so  completely 
separated  from  the  rest  of  the  world   as  Norfolk   is,   from  its 
distant  situation. 

From  March,  1788,  when  the  island  was  fii*st  settled,  until  the  CoionUts    • 
present  period  (October,  1796),  those  who  have  been  victualled  closed  hy 
from  the  publick  stores  have  received  provisions  and  cloathing,  «fec.,  ^^^  ^^**'- 
gratis,  which  was  the  case  with  every  description  of  people  during 
the  first  three  years,  when  most  of  those  who  had  expiated  the  sen- 
tence of  the  law  and  did  not  labour  for  the  publick  benefit,  as  well  as 
the  settlers  whose  term  of  being  supported  by  the  Crown  expired, 
ceased  drawing  any  support  or  assistance  from  the  publick  stores. 

The  latter,  i.e.,  the  settlers  and  free  men,  with  some  of  the 
officers  and  other  individuals,  have,  by  their  industry  in  clearing 
and  cultivating  farms,  lodged  a  sutficiency  of  grain  and  animal 
food  in  the  stores  to  enable  them  to  obtain  a  scanty  supply  of  such 
a.rticles  of  use  or  comfort  as  they  needed,  altho'  at  a  most  extortion- 
ate price  too  often  demanded  by  the  dealer  on  this  island,  who  is  "^.^'^ 
compelled  to  i>ay  an  advance  of  two  or  three  hundred  p.  cent  ^  ^  "*"* 
above  the  price  paid  at  Port  Jackson,  which  in  general  stands  the 
consumer  in  1000  p.  cent,  above  the  value  in  Europe  or  India. 

Every  precaution  has  been  ineffectually  used  to  prevent  the 
l^reatest  part  of  the  cloathing  and  other  necessarys  issued  to  those 
at  publick  labour  from  being  bartered  with  the  settlers  and  soldiers,  improvident 
^ery  often  in  exchange  for  the  momentaiy  pleasure  of  being  intoxi-  *^"^*^^'' 
dated  with  a  pint  of  Epirits  for  a  new  shirt,  which  tlie  settler  pur- 
chases from  the  dealer,  often  at  the  rate  of  £4  p.  gallon,  and 
riever  less  than  30s.  (until  the  wine  and  spints  were  purchased 
^rom  the  master  of  the  Comwallis,  in  June  last,  on  the  part  of 
Qovemment,  at  8s.  6d.  p.  gallon,  and  given  out  to  the  settlers  at 
XOs.  for  the  wine  and  12s.  p.  gallon  for  ye  spirits,  in  payment  for 
animal  food  and  grain  furnished  the  stores).  Thus  Government 
K*euiains  at  a  constant  oxpence  for  the  stores  and  cloathing,  without 
a  prospect  of  its  being  materially  lessened,  and  the  private  culti- 
^^ator's  labour  being  sacrific'd  to  the  improper  advantages  taken 
of  theirixrants. 

By  adopting  either  of  the  proposed  plans  the  inhabitants  will  ^  rey^iar 
V>e  assured  of  a  certain  supply  of  articles,  equally  useful  as  neces- 
Bmry,  at  a  fixed  price.  They  will  in  general  be  more  contented  in 
t-heir  situation  than  they  have  been  hitherto,  owing  to  the  oppres- 
Bive  monoplys  that  have  existed,  and  the  moi-tifying  hardships  they 
have  constantly  experienced  for  want  of  those  necessarys  that  have 
al)ounded  so  much  at  Port  Jackson,  which  the  inhabitants  on 
Norfolk  Island  have  either  been  totally  excluded  from,  or  procured 
a  scanty  portion  at  a  most  exorbitant  rate. 
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EnnunON  of  the  Expence  of  Fublick  Bnildiogs  erected  on  Norfolk      17M 
Ldand  (calculating  the  l&bonrer'B  ration  and  cloatliing  &t  £19       j^qc, 
p.  annm.),  exclnnve  of  the  value  of  materiala,  such  as  iron- 
work, paint,  and  glass,  && 
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Bvildingt.  —  At  Cascade   Bay  a   great  advantage   has   been  Cmdc 
"^•btained  in  the  construction  of  a  very  strong  wharf,   126   feet  ^'' 
"*-^3ng,  which  connects  the  shore  with  the  landing-rock,  at  the  end 
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1796 

18  Oct 


Shipping 
accommoda- 
tion. 


A  water- 
mill. 


Settlers' 
hnts. 


Public 
inatraction. 


The 
weather. 


of  which  is  a  swinging  crane  and  capstem,  by  which  the  boots  are 
loaded  and  unloaded  with  the  heaviest  articles,  and  hoisted  up 
with  perfect  safety. 

Near  this  whaif  a  large  storehouse  and  barracks  for  the  guard 
are  built.  From  the  advantage  attending  this  work  no  risque  need 
be  hazarded  by  ships  keeping  in  Sydney  Bay,  as  the  landing  is 
generally  good  at  Cascade  Bay,  when  it  becomes  the  least  hazard- 
ous at  the  former  place.  And  here  I  cannot  omit  the  satisfaction 
I  feel  in  reflecting  that  no  casualty  by  accidents  to  boats  has 
happened  since  my  return  here  in  1791. 

The  advantage  of  a  well-constructed  wat^r-mill  is  sufficiently 
obvious.  From  a  late  addition  of  3  feet. to  the  height  of  the  dam 
it  will  now  grind  20  bushels  of  wheat  daily,  which  has  done  away 
the  great  inconvenience  of  every  man  being  obliged  to  grind  his 
ration  before  it  can  be  dressed.  The  abundance  of  millstones  and 
the  quantity  of  wood  fit  for  millwrights'  work,  with  the  situation 
of  the  different  streams^  will  admit  of  any  number  of  water-mills 
being  erected. 

Two  well-furnished  windmills  are  also  erected  by  settlers,  which 
answers  extremely  well. 

Not  more  than  ten  settlers  have  been  able  to  erect  better 
dwellings  than  log  huts,  which  are  neither  warm  or  durable. 
Better  cannot  be  expected  when  it  is  considei*ed  how  much  their 
labour  and  attention  must  have  been  employed  in  raising  food 
for  their  families  and  to  procure  such  articles  as  they  need ; 
but  many  of  this,  as  well  as  of  other  descriptions,  are  building 
comfortable  framed  and  weather-boarded  dwellings  at  their  own 

expence. 

♦  ♦♦♦#♦♦♦ 

Schools, — Of  schools  there  are  now  two,  viz.:  One  for  young 
children,  who  are  instructed  by  a  woman  of  good  character ;  and 
the  other  is  kept  by  a  man,"^  who  teaches  reading,  writing,  and 
arithmetic,  for  which  he  is  well  qualified,  and  is  very  attentive.  A 
thiixl  institution  on  a  permanent  footing  is  added  to  those  for  the 
I'eception  of  such  orphan  female  children  as  have  lost  or  been 
deserted  by  their  parents — most  of  them  are  of  such  an  age  as  to 
require  a  strict  hand  and  eye  over  them.  Unfortunately,  those,  as 
well  as  the  other  children,  are  destitute  of- every  article  of  oleathing, 
except  such  as  the  stores  affords,  which  is  by  no  means  calculated 
for  children  in  this  warm  climate.  By  the  application  of  fines 
imposed  for  breaches  of  the  peace,  <kc.,  and  a  subscription  raised 
by  officers,  the  most  necessitous  of  those  children  were  some  time 
past  cloathed,  and  about  £28  now  remains  to  be  applied  in  the 

same  manner. 

♦  ♦♦♦♦#♦♦ 

CUmaie, — In  summer  the  medium  degree  of  heat  is  S?""  in  the 
shade,  and  a  southern  aspect ;  but  it  has  frequently  been  as  lugh 


*  Ante,  p.  1  and  p.  2  (noteX 
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as  132^  in  the  wm,  and  112°  in  the  shade.  In  winter  the  medium 
is  60*,  and  at  times  as  low  as  48^,  without  snow  or  ice,  altho'  very 
heavy  hailstorms  are  frequent  in  August.  Thunderstorms,  attended 
with  torrents  of  rain,  are  frequent  about  the  summer  solstice. 
Strong  gales  of  wind  at  south-west  are  common  from  May  to  Sep- 
tember, and  attended  with  heavy  dews ;  south-east  winds,  whidi 
are  dry  and  parching,  prevail  from  October  to  May.  The  only 
variation  in  these  winds  is  that  the  new  and  full  moon  generally 
fiet  in  with  violent  gales  of  wind  from  east  to  north-east  and  north- 
west, which  have  a  peculiar  chilling  effect  after  the  close  and  hot 
north-east  winds. 


1796 
IS  Oct 
CUmftte. 


The  following  is  a  correct  statement  of  the  births,  deaths,  <fec., 
from  November,  1791,  to  this  date  : — 

AooouifT  of  Births  and  Deaths  from  November  12th,  1791,  to 

October  18th,  1796. 


BIrthi. 

Deaths. 

OriL 

MfUtary.  |  ConTieti.    ToUl. 

CIvU. 

Militaiy. 

Ck>nvict8.  JGhUdren.    Total. 

10 

3 

178 

191 

1 

4 

W 

38 

137 

Of  the  above  number 

Births  and 


Have  died. 

From  1  moafth  to  2  years 
„     SyeantolB    „ 
„  18     „   toao   „ 
,.   30      „    to45 
..    46      „    toO» 


If 


If 


38 
1 
37 
SO 
31 


Total 


137 


Teething 23 

IKsentery 46 

Chokra  morbna,  1 ;  Obstipation,  1  . .  2 

Fevers,  7 ;  Consamptions,  8 15 

Debility 22 

Lues  Venerea 5 


Dropsy,  3  ;  Putrid  Sore  Throat,  1    . . 

Convuiiions  and  Epilepsy       

Surfeit,  2 ;  Scalded,  1 ;  AbsoesB  and  Ckncer,  2 
Emptton,  Scald  Head,  and  Mortification 
lliae  Bwsion 

Shot,  1;  Oasualties,  2;  Executed,  1;  Suicide,  3 
Looked  Jaw        


Total 


4 
4 
6 
3 
1 
6 
2 

137 


Philip  Gidlet  Kino. 


28  Oct 


SUBGEON   FiTZPATRICK  TO  XJnDER   SECRETARY   KiNG. 

Sir,  Portsmouth,  23rd  October,  1796. 

Your  maimer  of  receiving  me  when  embarked  on  the  part 
ci  a  poor  miserable  convict  emboldens  me  to  state  to  you,  for  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland's  information,  the  matters  which  have 
been  done  here,  and  those  which  I  pray  may  be  done  at  Cork,  for  Health  of 
the  aooonmiodation  and  health  of  the  convicts  embarked  on  board  ^°!!^  ^ 
the  Gangea* 

•  ColBns  (voL  ii,  p.  38)  remarked  that  the  conTicts  were  landed  from  the  Ganges  in  much 
Itb  than  those  firom  the  Britannia. 

VOL.  Ill — L 


Ganges. 
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My  first  object  was,  in  as  much  as  the  mode  of  the  original 
fitting  the  ship  would  allow,  to  favour  the  perpetual  admission  of 
as  much  pure  air  as  possible.  Then  it  became  my  concern  to  pay 
that  attention  to  the  poor  women,  which  their  conduct  deserved, 
by  placing  them  under  the  protection  of  their  husbands,  their 
merit  in  a  conjugal  sense  being  nearly  unparrelled,  sacrificing 
their  all,  and  subjecting  themselves  to  an  ignominious  banish- 
ment, thereby  fulfilling  the  great  and  essential  obligation  of  the 
marriage  vow. 

I  railed  off  a  part  of  the  vessel  where  the  convicts  were  confined 
and  allotted  it  to  the  man*ied  men,  their  partners,  and  innocent 
orphans.  By  this  alteration  the  poor  women,  in  place  of  being 
subject  (as  they  were  before)  to  the  insult  of  the  ship's  crew  and 
the  military  guard,  are  now  protected,  and  the  space  which  they 
inhabited  is  now  converted  into  an  hospital  apartment,  well  aired. 
I  put  on  board  ventilators  and  water-purifiers,  also  vitriol  and 
nitre  for  fumigation,  and  such  medicines  as  were  required  by  Mr. 
Mileham ;  but  there  are  matters  which  prudence  and  humanity 
dictate  that  1  humbly  pray  you  to  have  carried  into  effect,  viz., 
the  having  the  convicts  when  at  Cove  landed  either  on  Spike 
or  Holboland  Islands,  and  lodged  in  the  barracks  for  some  days 
untill  the  ship  can  be  cleansed  and  completely  fumigated  on  my 
principle,  as  contained  in  the  enclosed'^  general  directions  for 
embarked  troops  ;  and  that  they  be  supplied  with  vegetables,  fresh 
meat,  and  malt  liquor,  and  their  salt  provisions  restrained  whilst 
there,  as  is  the  case  with  soldiers,  for  otherwise  I  fear  that  the 
scurvy  and  destructive  putrid  fever  will  effect  that  which  the 
humanity  of  the  law  and  of  Government  never  intended. 

On  the  whole,  my  prayer  is,  if  it  is  to  be  but  for  five  days,  that 
the  prisoners  be  disembarked,  and  that  the  general  transport-ship 
directions  be  fulfilled,  and  also  that  the  convicts  so  long  embarked, 
existing  in  the  sliip's  womb,  and  perpetually  inhaling  their  own 
putrid  exhalations,  and  subsisting  on  salt,  rancid  provisions,  may 
be  supplied  with  vegetables,  beer,  and  fresh  meat ;  and  that  a  good 
stock  of  potatoes,  onions,  and  mustard  be  laid  in  on  their  new  em- 
barkation, with  some  small  proportion  of  spirits,  or  rather  malt 
liquor  or  molasses  and  spruce,  to  be  used  discretionally  by  the 
doctor. 

The  next  and  last  matter  which  I  earnestly  beg  to  suggest  is 
(altho'  I  fear  it  will  be  considered  irregular  by  the  agent  at  Cork, 
and  am  sensible  the  ship's  steward  will  consider  it  troublesome) 
that  the  allowance  or  diet  for  the  women  and  infants,  in  place  of 
common  ship's  provisions,  be  interchanged  for  a  like  value  of  tea, 
cocoa,  sugar,  barley,  raisins,  and  well-baked  white  biscuit,  better 
adapted  to  their  delicate  stomachs,  and  perhaps  infirm  state& 

In  respect  to  the  Britannia,  intended  for  the  Irish  convicts, 
altho'  some  improvements  were  absolutely  necessary  for  her  ia 


*  The  endofore  if  not  available. 
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point  of  accommodation,  kc^  none  has  been  made  here,  but  should      t7M 
not  be  omitted  in  Ireland.*     I  supplied  her  with  air-machines,      tsoct 
water-purifiers,  and  some  of  the  essential  materials  for  fumigation. 
The  other  matters  I  hope  and  pray  may  be  done  and  supplied  on 
the  principle  of  the  Granges  whilst  she  remains  at  Cork. 

Being  in  daily  expectation  of  having  the  happiness  of  seeing  you 
on  this  and  on  another  of  my  hobby-horsical  subjects,  I  put  off 
writing  to  the  last  moment ;  but  as  it  is  an  ill  wind  which  blows 
fivourable  to  none,  the  present  one  will  afford  you  an  opportunity 
of  having  his  Grace's  orders  by  the  packet  for  Ireland  before  the 
arrival  of  the  convicts  there. 

Having  experienced  the  benevolence  of  Government,  and  the  Benevolence 
marked  beneficence  of  certain  of  its  members,  I  have  only  to  wish  ^^^^'"* 
you  a  long  continuance  of  credit  and  influence  to  forward  and 
execute  the  dictates  of  your  own  heart 

I  have,  &c., 

Jas.  Fitzpatrick. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

26th  October,  1796.         ^soct 
Parole — Bridport.  Countersign — Hood. 

Many  attempts  having  been  made  by  the  people  who  came  out  as 
convicts  in  the  ships  Boddingtons  and  Sugar-canef  to  impose  on  the 
Governor  and  other  ofiicers  with  respect  to  their  time  of  servi-  sentences  of 
tnde,  it  is  hereby  strictly  ordered  and  directed  that  no  settler  or  oonTicts. 
other  person  do  employ  or  harbour  any  of  those  people  on  the 
strength  of  the  certificate  they  had  formerly  obtain'd,  as  it  appears 
now  that  many  of  them  have  been  transported  for  life. 

It  is  therefore  the  Governor's  particular  and  positive  directions 
that  every  person  offering  himself  for  employment  on  the  presump- 
tion that  his  certificate  is  a  sufficient  voucher  of  his  being  at  his  own  certificate  of 
disposal  be  particularly  examined  relative  to  the  ship  he  came  out  '>««<i<»n* 
in,  and  also  be  desired  to  produce  his  certificate,  which,  as  all 
former  certificates  have  been  called  in,  will  be  considered  as  useless 
unless  signed  by  Mr.  Williamson,  the  Acting  Commissary. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  ordered  that,  as  many  of  the  above- 
described  prisoners  (the  Boddingtons'  and  Sugar-cane's)  have 
absconded  without  having  obtained  a  renewal  of  the  certiScate  Abscondera. 
formerly  granted  them,  all  persons  who  are  friends  to  good  order 
do  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  secure  and  bring  to  head- 
quarters such  impostors.  Should  it  be  hereafter  discovered  that 
ally  persons  receiving  indulgences  from  Government  do  refuse  to 

*  Hie  eooricta  on  bo«rd  the  BrltannU  were  landed  in  a  very  bed  etato  of  health.    They 
wwniiiBtned  to  the  GoTernor  that  they  had  been  harshly  treated  by  the  captain.— Poet,  p.  240 

f  fbcae  veewle  arrived  at  Sydney  on  the  7ih  Aogmt,  1708,  and  17th  September,  1798, 
n^ectirely,  with  conWcts  from  Ireland, 
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25  Oct. 


29  Oct. 


Convicts 
obtaining^ 
certiflcates 
by  false 
pretences. 


Not  to  be 
harboured 
by  officers  or 
settlers. 


Sentences 
unknown  in 
colony. 


obey  this  Order,  they  will  be  deprived  of  that  indulgence,  and  here- 
after considered  as  unworthy  any  attention  from  Government,  and 
be  treated  otherwise  as  persons  holding  in  contempt  the  public 
orders  and  regulations  of  the  settlement.  Jxo.  Hunteb. 


Wamln^f  to 

turbulent 

conyicts. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

29th  October,  1796. 

Parole — Plymouth.  Countersign — Devonshire. 

The  Governor  thinks  it  necessary  to  give  this  public  information 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  in  general,  that  after  his  Order  of 
the  25th  inst.,  in  which  he  pointed  out  a  number  of  people,  who  by 

feilse  pretences  and  various *  practised  upon  officers  who  are 

not  now  upon  the  spot,  had  obtained  certificates  of  discharge  at 
their  own  request  from  the  victualling-books  of  the  settlement,  he 
(lid  not  expect  to  have  occasion  to  publish  any  other  Order  on  that 
subject.  He,  however,  feels  himself  compelled,  as  a  duty  he  owes 
to  his  situation,  to  notice  the  turbulent  conduct  of  those  very 
people,  who  have  not  hesitated  to  use  a  language  and  threats  which 
imply  a  deteimination  to  resist  all  authority,  and  further  to  declare, 
"  That  if  any  officer,  civil  or  military,  any  settler  or  other  person 
within  this  colony,  shall,  after  Monday,  the  7th  of  November  (a 
time  allowed  for  completing  any  work  they  may  now  be  engaged 
in),  retain  in  his  or  her  service  any  one  or  more  of  the  persons 
described  in  the  above  Order  of  the  25th,  such  persons  will  be  con- 
sidered as  encouraging  a  set  of  lawless  and  seditious  people,  to  the 
total  expulsion  of  all  order  and  Government,  and  to  the  weakening 
of  his  Majesty's  authority  in  these  settlements." 

Those  who  came  to  this  country  in  the  ships  Boddingtons  and 
Sugar-cane  have  had  no  cause  to  complain  since  they  arrived  in  itb 
Such  of  them  as  have  had  only  a  bare  probability  of  being  out  of  their 
time  have  been  granted  certificates,  as  a  proof  that  it  was  not  inten- 
ded to  prevent  them  from  serving  themselves.  The  error  respecting 
their  time  has  been  committed  in  Ireland,!  ^uid  not  in  this  country. 
To  grant  certificates  to  such  as  it  is  known  are  here  for  life  would 
be  the  highest  injustice  to  many  others ;  such  an  indulgence  ia  only 
to  be  obtained  by  a  quiet,  decent,  and  proper  conduct. 

If  they  are  of  opinion  that  to  threaten  will  be  the  best  means 
of  obtaining  what  they  want,  they  may  repent  that  opinion  when 
it  will  be  too  late.  There  will  be  no  difficulty  in  furnishing  them 
with  a  situation  in  this  country,  or  some  of  its  dependencies,  where 
they  will  not  be  able  to  disturb  the  peace  of  their  neighboura,  and 
if  they  are  troublesome  here  they  shaU  certainly  have  that  situation 
very  soon.  They  have  already  been  told  that  the  Governor  had 
represented  in  the  most  pressing  manner  to  the  Secretary  of  State 

^WoidUlegiblo. 

t  References  to  the  lax  system  of  acquainting  Hunter  with  the  duration  of  aentenaia  €f 
convicti  from  Ireland  wUl  be  fOaml  at  IK  82,  ante,  and  atpiK  196, 236, 418,  M,  48^ 
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tiie  necessitj  and  justice  of  having  those  sentences  sent  out  as  early      1796 

as  poflnble^  that  the  people  concerned  might  be  liberated  the  very      29  Oct. 

day  on  which  their  sentence  expired.     It  is  therefore  out  of  his 

power  to  do  more  for  them  at  this  time. 

After  having  said  so  much,  the  Ck>vemor  thinks  it  necessary  to  Free 
inform  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony,  whether  in  a  civil  or  j^^***"^ 
military  capacity,  that  he  expects,  as  they  value  his  Majesty's  co-o|)cnite 
authority,  the  peace  and  civil  government  of  the  settlement,  they  oovcm- 
006  their  utmost  vigilance  and  exertions  to  preserve  peace  and  good  '"^"^- 
order,  and  to  that  end,  that  they  aid  and  assist  the  civil  power 
when  and  wherever  it  may  be  necessary,  and  also  that  they  report 
mil  such  persons  as  they  may  know  are  in  any  way  active  in 
opposition  to  this  Order.*       Jno.  Hunter. 

GovERNifEirr  and  General  Order. 

9th  November,  1796.  9  Nov. 

Parole — District.  Countersign — Sydney. 

Ih  consequence  of  the  very  disorderly  conduct  and  the  frequent 
disgraceful  breaches  of  the  peace   committed   by  many  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Sydney  and  its  neighbourhood,  the 
Governor  has  thought  it  necessary  to  number  the  houses,  and  to 
divide  the  town  into  certain  portions  or  divisions,!  as  a  more  ready  Division  of 
means  of  having  the  well-disposed  assisted  by  each  other  in  sup-  §tf  "®L*"*® 
pressing  all  tumult  and  disorder,  and  of  compelling  a  more  decent 
attention  and  obedience  to  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  settle- 
ment.    It  is  therefore  his  Excellency's  directions  that  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  different  divisions  do  immediately  proceed  to  elect 
from  amongst  themselves  three  of  the  most  decent  and  respectable 
men  residing  within  their  divisions  to  be  appointed  as  watchmen, 
for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  a  proper  attention  to  the  peace  and  Ejection  of 
tranquility  of  their  respective  divisions,  and  that  the  names  of  watchmen. 
the  persons  so  chosen  be  laid  before  him  for  his  approbation.     As 
this  is  a  measure  intended  to  promote  the  happiness  and  secure 
the  property  of  the  inhabitants  generally,  the  Governor  flatters 
himself  that  its  necessity  and  utility  will  be  seen  by  every  honest 
man,  and  dispose  him  to  offer  his  services  for  establishing  it  as 
early  as  possible. 

The  doty  of  the  persons  so  chosen  will  be  to  apprehend  all  Duties  of 
night-walkers,  all  disorderly  and  suspicious  persons,  and  to  deliver  ^'*^^*''"<^"- 
them  over  to  a  constable,  or  take  them  before  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace ;  they  will  also  interrogate  all  who  are  found  idling  about 

*  OoOini  (r6L  H,  p.  0)  remAiked  in  ref^ard  to  this  Order  :—"  It  was  hoped  by  the  Governor 
that  this  Order  woiud  oonvinoe  tiie  people  purtioulaiiy  styled  Defenders  that  if  they  con- 
tiinied  to  be  trxmbletome  tiiey  would  not  very  readily  escape  from  the  punishment  to  which 
their  tarbnlent  and  restless  conduct  mig^ht  entitle  them." 

f  Oollina  (voL  U,  p.  9)  says  that  the  houses  were  numbered  both  at  Sydney  and  Parra- 
matta.  and  that  a  priodpal  inhabitant  was  placed  at  the  head  of  each  portion  and  chargped 
with  the  peaee  and  good  order  thereof.  Sydney  was  portioned  out  into  four  Divisions— 
WUngt  Nepeao,  Banks,  and  Maskelyne. 
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1796      in  their  division,  not  being  inhabitants  thereof,  and  oblige 
ONov.      to  g^^Q  &^  account  of  themselves.     If  thej  call  themselves 

people  and  off  the  store,  they  are  to  produce  their  certificate  ; 
they  are  people  who  are  permitted  to  go  from  Parramatta, 
Hawkesbury,  or  any  other  distant  place  to  Sydney,  they  will  p 
Siineiiiancc  duce  their  passports  or  leave  from  the  person  authorized  to  gi- 
o  s  rangers.  -^      rpj^^  watchmen  will  inform  themselves  of  all  strangers  w^r 
come  to  reside  within  their  division,  and  report  them  at  the 
of  the  week  to  the  civil  magistrate.     They  will  be  particulai 
careful  to  secure  and  bring  before  the  magistrate  all 
and  drunkards,  and  to  enfore  in  their  respective  divisions  a  d  —  ^  o 
reverence  for  the  Sabbath  day,  and  not  to  permit  any  to  be  i( 
strolling  about  during  divine  service.     Notwithstanding  that 
office  of  watchmen  in  all  towns  whatever  is  performed  at 
expence  of  the  inhabitants,  being  for  the  public  security,  yet  tl 
Governor,  in  consideration  of  the  trouble  attending  the  faithf 
discharge  of  its  dutys,  thinks  fit  to  order  that  the  person  so  offi- 
itomuner-     ating  shall  be  allowed  the  full  ration  for  themselves  and  familj 
watchmen,    an  occasional  supply  of  slops,  and  half  a  pint  of  spirits  eve 
Saturday.      If  their  diligence  may  deserve  further  notice, 
civil  magistrate  will  have  an  eye  to  them,  and  recommend  them 
other  indulgences.     It  is  intended  that  the  same  regulations  sh 
take  place  at  Parramatta. 

The  commanding  ofiicer  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  will  ch' 
his  own  watchmen  over  the  military  division,  and  direct  th 
to  report  to  him.  Jno.  Hunter. 


Governor  Hunter  to  Tue  Duke  op  Portland. 

12  Nov.         My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  12th  Nov.,  1796. 

From  a  variety  of  considerations  of  a  public  nature,  as  ^^^^i 
as  from  motives  of  humanity,  your  Grace  will  have  understod:^^^ 
before  this  can  come  to  hand  that  I  had  charter'd   the  sh        ^ 
Britannia  to  sail  from  hence  directly  for  England.*    By  that  shi__  --^I^i 
p^ngpeTB    j^j^^j  under  the  care  of  Capt.  David  Collins,  our  Judge- Advocat^^^^ 
Britannia,     (who  had  obtain'd  liis  Majesty's  permission  to  return  to  Englan^^^ 
on  his  private  concerns),  I  transmitted  my  dispatches  for  yot^^--^^ 
Grace,  with  as  full  and  complete  an  account  of  the  concerns  of  th::^— ^^ 
colony  as  I  cou'd  possibly  make  out,  and  which  I  hope  will 
chans^es       found  as  satisfactory  as  from  the  various  alterations  and  chan[ 
randition  of  ^hich  had  taken  place  in  the  settlement  since  the  time  at  whic 
the  colony.    Qovr.  Phillip  had  left  it  (1792)  cou'd  well  be  expected,  and 
which  Mr.  Collins  and  Mr.  Palmer,  the  Commissary  (who  is 

*  This  action  of  Hunter's  did  not  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  Duke  of  Portfauad. 
Post,  pp.  296,  297. 

t  Richard  Atkins  acted  as  Judge- Advocate  until  thearri>'al  of  CJoUin*^  nn 
Dore. 
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retaming  on  private  business  to  England),  if  they  will  speak  their      1796 
real  sentiments,  which  I  trust  they  will,  can  very  well  inform     iskov. 
your  Grace.     Those  gent'n  are  weU  acquainted  with  the  very 
embarrass'd  situation  in  which  they  left  me,  and  of  which  I 
did  not  think  it  necessary  tlien  to  mention  to  your  Grace  any 
particulars^ 

The  difficulty  of  my  task,  and  the  heavy  work  I  had  set  about 
and  determined  to  accomplish,  they  are  no  strangers  to,  nor 
to  my  want  of  assistance  in  officers  or  a  sufficient  number  of 
labourers,  and  almost  wholly  without  artificers  of  every  kind.  It 
may  appear  extraordinary  to  your  Grace  that  we  shou'd  have  been 
so  very  wea^  in  public  labourers  when  so  considerable  a  number  Paacity 
will  appear  on  the  Commissary's  books  fed  and  cloathed  at  the  S^boaren. 
expence  of  Government.  This,  my  Lord,  is  one  part  of  the  difficulty 
witb  which  I  mentioned  in  my  letter.  No.  9,*  I  had  to  contend,  but 
which  I  at  same  [time]  said  I  might  take  some  future  opportunity 
of  noticing  more  particularly,  and  which  I  probably  wou'd  have 
declined  altogether  observing  anything  upon  were  it  not  that  I 
am  unwilling  former  mistakes  shou'd  be  in  any  degree  plac'd  to 
my  account. 

I  must  now,  my  Lord,  beg  your  Grace's  patience  untill  I  remark  ofliccn 
a  few  circumstances  which  may  sei've  to  convince  whether  there  jJJjJicta 
has  been  any  cause  for  complaint  on  my  part.      Considerable  to  settle. 
numbers  of  the  convicts,  I  find,  have  been  settled  by  the  different 
officers  who  commanded  after  the  departure  of  Go\t.  Phillip,  and 
of  people  who  had  neither  serv'd  their  time  out  nor  were  emanci- 
pated to  enable  them  to  become  settlers  and  to  possess  property  in 
this  country,  nor  had  they  received  any  grant  more  than: — "A.B. 
has  my  permission  to  settle  " — signed  by  the  commanding  officer. 
This  slip  of  paper  serv'd  them  as  a  sufficient  authority  to  fix 
wherever  they  pleas'd.    Settlers  of  this  description,  as  well  as  many  Labo^y. 
who  had  been  more  recularly  permitted,  have  had  their  servants  allowed 
allow'd  them  from  amongst  those  of  the  public.     The  servants 
aDow'd  to  officers  by  a  former  regulation,  and  the  many  convicts 
who  had  been  dispersed  amongst  the  Serjeants,  corporals,  drummers, 
and  considerable  numbers  of  the  private  soldiers,  as   servants, 
together  with  many  others  variously  disposed  of,  or  who  had  been 
permitted  to  accomodate  themselves,  had  reduc'd  our  numbers 
to  work  for  the  public  so  very  low  that  when  I  arriv'd  we  cou'd 
scarsely  call  together  twenty  for  any  public  purpose  at  Sydney. 
This  I  hope  I  am  not  hasty  in  saying  had  very  much  the  appear- 
ence  of  an  intentional  embarrassment. 

The  task  that,  thro'  this  means,  was  impos'd  upon  me  was  Hunter's 
truely  unpleasent — nay,  it  was  distressing — because  it  oblig'd  me,  re-organiai^ 
contrary  to  my  inclination,  to  shew  my  objections  to  certain  *^<>"- 
regulations  of  some  of  my  predecessors ;  in  this,  however,  I  was  as 

"'  Ante,  p.  41. 
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1796      delicate  as  it  was  possible  to  be,  and  as  the  pabUc  service  won'd 
I2IT0V.     ^^dmit.     And  notwithstanding  the  particularly  kind  attention 
which  I  was  disposed  and  actually  did  show  to  every  person  in 
the  colony,  there  are  those  in  it  now  who  have,  in  consequence  of 
the  dispositions  I  was  daily  making  to  correct  abuses  which  were, 
perhaps,  convenient  to  their  private  speculations,  shewn  every 
inclination,  and  have  indirectly  us'd  every  means,  which  cou'd  be 
Fku^oufl       contrived  to  hinder  or  render  ineffectual  every  step  I  was  taking. 
oppositioiL    This,  it  is  true,  my  Lord,  they  have  neither  been  bold  enough  or  so 
imprudent  as  to  attempt  openly,  because,  in  that  case,  I  cou'd  at 
once  have  fix'd  upon  the  person,  but  they  have  done  it  in  such  a 
way  as  left  sufficient  room  for  suspicion.    They  have,  however,  I 
trust,  found  me  as  firm  and  determined  as  I  ought  to  be  upon 
Hunter  will  ^^^^  occasion,  and  resolved  I  am  to  persevere  in  my  endeavours  to 
persevere,     remedy  every  evil  as  far  as  I  can,  which  have  taken  such  deep 
root  in  this  colony  since  the  departure  of  Govr.  Phillip.     Such 
changes  as  have  appeared  to  me  to  be  improvements  upon  that 
gentleman's  ideas  have  already  been  candidly  mentioned  in  fonner 
letters,  and  are  continued,  and  not,  I  hope,  without  giving  such 
reasons  for  my  opinions  as  miglit  leave  your  Grace  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity of  deciding  as  to  their  propriety. 
Oeneni  Since  the  departure  of  the  Britannia^  I  have  caus'd  several 

musters.       musters  to  be  taken.     The  necessity  of  raising  a  sufficient  share  of 
strength  for  enabling  us  to  get  on  with  the  public  buildings  so 
essentially  requisite  was  now  sufficiently  apparent  to  every  candid 
person,  and  rendered  this  measure  proper.     The  number  of  tricks 
practised  upon  the  public  by  impostors  and  every  species  of  imposi- 
tion are  what  your  Grace,  or  any  person  unacquainted  with  such 
characters,  can  have  no  conception  of;  but   many  have  been 
detected  and  corrected  as  far  as  possible  in  so  short  a  time.f     The 
state  of  the  innumerable  difficultys  which  retard  our  progress  in  whatever 
Mttiement.    relates  to  the  concerns  of  Government,  the  astonishing  state  of 
indolence  and  indifference  about  the  affairs  of  the  public  which 
the  private  traffic  of  individuals  have  brought  about,  is  really 
extraordinary.     The  tricks  daily  practised,  and  the  bad  babbits 
which  have  been  permitted  to  take  root  so  very  deeply  and  exten- 
sively for  want  of  timely  correction,  are  such  as  renders  it  no  less 
painfull  to  me  to  mention  than  they  are  found  difficult  to  get  the 
OonfuBion     better  of.     The  original  discipline  of  the  colony  is  sadly  relaxed  or 
disorder.      nearly  lost,  but,  it  is  to  be  hop'd,  only  for  a  time  ;  all  is  confusion, 

*The  BrituiniaMulod  from  Sydney  on  29th  September,  1796,  for  Norfolk  Island,  wbieb  sho 
quitted  on  the  25th  October,  bound  for  England. 

t  Collins  mentions  (vol.  ii,  p.  11)  that  Hunter  adopted  the  Q-stem  of  mustering  evwy 
description  of  inhabitant  at  the  same  hour  in  all  districts,  for  it  had  been  found  that  in 
mustering  the  districts  at  different  times  some  had  succeeded,  by  tiavelling  rapidly  from 
one  settlement  to  another,  in  imposing  on  the  local  storekeepers  by  drawing  provisions  from 
each.  The  practice  of  allowing  convicts  whose  terms  of  8er\'itude  were  unexpired  to 
become  setUera,  which  hss  already  been  referred  to  (ante,  p.  167X  hod  considerably  depleted 
the  Government  gangs,  li^lien  viidtine  Parramatta  in  October,  Hunter  made  one  hundred 
of  these  delinquents  return  to  senrituae.— Collins,  vol.  ii,  p.  S. 
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diaonler,  and  licentioiisness,  and  a  total  inattention  to — ^nay,  I       1796 
might  almost  say,  a  direct  disobedience  of — Public  Orders.     All     12  Nor. 
this,  my  Lord,  has,  in  my  opinion,  proceeded  from  the  impatience 
of  those  who,  having  veiy  little  real  or  active  duty  to  do,  have 
been  bat  too  much  engag'd  in  a  most  distructive  traffic  with  spir- 
itous  liquors.     Had  this  article,  so  pernicious  in  its  effects  as  it  The  traffic  Id 
has  been  us'd,  been  sparingly  employed  and  imported  in  modera-  ■pi>^*'* 
tioa,  it  wou'd  have  done  much  good ;  but  being  an  article  eagerly 
flought  after  by  the  lower  orders  of  the  people,  and  those  parti- 
cnluiy  employed  in  agriculture  and  ot^er  laborious  employments, 
it  has  been  as  eagerly  imported  by  those  who  had  the  means  of 
purchasing,  and  sold  again  to  the  settlers  at  an  immense  profit,  so 
that  it  has  been  said  (and  I  confess  I  believe  with  truth)  that  very 
OHisiderable  sums  have  been  realised  in  a  very  short  time  by  this  Proiits  of 
ruinous  trade — ruinous  to  many  who  might  have  liVd  now  very  **^*  *"****• 
independantly  on  their  farms ;  to  the  distruction  of  all  order ;  to 
the  almost  total  extinction  of  every  spark  of  religion  ;  to  the 
enoouragement  of  gambling ;  the  occasion  of  frequent  robberys  ; 
and,  ooncem'd  am  I  to  add,  to  several  very  recent  and  shocking 
murders  ;  and,  in  short,  to  the  abolishion  of  all  discipline  and 
every  attention  to  the  concerns  of  Crovemment.     This  spirit  for 
trade,  and,  I  may  say,  this  trade  with  spirits  (for  it  is  that  article 
only  that  I  find  ^ult  with),  has  been  carried  so  far  that,  altho'  it 
originated  with  those  whose  situations  gave  them  respectability  its  origin. 
and  influence,  it  has  descended  to  all  the  inferior  appointments, 
BO  that  the  duty  of  their  respective  offices  seem'd  to  have  become 
a  secondary  attention.     From  these  few  circumstances  your  Grace 
will  be  able  to  judge  how  difficult  my  task  is ;  yet,  be  assured,  my 
L(xd,  that,  having  entered  upon  it,  thro'  it  I  will  go,  nor  shall  any 
difficulty  whatever  arrest  my  progress  ;  nor  do  I  dispair  of  being  y^  ^g. 
able  to  re-istablish  that  order,  discipline,  and  regularity  on  which  p^randmn. 
our  prosperity  as  a  colony  must  depend,  for  that  it  will  prosper 
there  is  not,  with  me,  the  shadow  of  a  doubt,  but  order  in  this  is, 
periu^)s,  more  essential  to  its  existence  than  in  any  other  society 
yet  established. 

Were  I,  my  Lord,  to  enumerate  all  the  observations  which  have 
fallen  under  my  notice  since  I  arriv'd.  here,  the  various  schemes 
of  various  projectors  for  the  purpose  of  inriching  themselves  at  Maraenan- 
the  expence,  but  too  often  of  ruin  to  the  thoughtless  and  profli-  ^^ 
gate  settler,  &c.,  it  wou'd  take  up  more  time  than  I  have  at  present 
to  spare,  and  much  more  than  your  Grace  can  have  to  bestow 
on  the  penisaL  Our  settlers,  my  Lord,  have  been  ill-chosen,  as  I 
have  formerly  said  ;  many  of  them  are  very  bad  characters. 

Had  those  gentlemen  who  have  been  allow'd  considerable  farms 
been  contented  with  the  advantages  produced  by  those  farms  and 
^eir  own  exertions  upon  them,  they  wou'd  have  been  handsomely  The  harte  to 
recompens'd  for  their  industry,  particularly  when  it  is  consider'd  *^*  '^^^' 
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X'i^      that  their  principal  laborers  were  fed  and  eloathed  at  the  expenoe 

\:\ij\.     ^^  Government,  and  that  they  had  no  wages  to  pay,  but  for 

such  additional  assistance  as  they  chose  to  hire:  had  they  done 

thisy  and  as  every  officer  ought  to,  have  some  wish  for  the  pros- 

perity  of  his  Majesty's  concerns,  we  shou'd  not  then  have  had 

so  many  wretched  settlers  continually  soliciting  the  aid  of  Govern* 

ment  to  save  them  and  their  familys  from  want ;  instead  of  that 

we  shou'd   have   seen   many  easy  and  independant;  but  such 

appears  to  have  been  thought  too  slow  a  method  of  making  money. 

oAo«»*        When  we  reflect  on  the  various  advantages  which  many  of  the 

vii>ii«i(iM.     military  officers  have  had — advantages  which  I  have  not  shewn 

any  desire  or  intention  to  wrest  from  them — we  cannot  help 

expressing   the  strongest  astonishment  that  they  shou'd  have 

ever  thought  of  condescending  to  enter  into  trade  of  any  kind, 

except  that  of  disposing  of,  to  Government,  the  produce  of  their 

agricultural   labors.     I   found   that  the  late  Lt.-Govemor  had 

UiMl  ffnu)ts  made  it  a  rule  to  grant  to  every  private  soldier  under  his  com'd 

MolSier^     25  acres  of  land  wherever  he  chose  to  have  it.     Those  who  were 

at  Norfolk  Island  when  this  order  took  place,  upon  their  return 

hither  applied  to  me  for  the  same  indulgence,  which  I  thought 

proper  to  comply  with,  unwilling  to  break  thro'  a  regulation 

established  by  their  own  commanding  officer.     Those  farms  cou'd 

not,  as  expressed  in  the  grant,  be  occupied  and  cultivated  by  the 

proprietor,  who  in  this  case  had  other  duty  to  do ;  this,  of  course, 

sold  to  their  was  understood ;  they  therefore  sold  them,  and  most  of  them  were 

officers.        purchased  by  their  own  officers,  some  of  whom  have  by  this  means 

considerable  tracts,  and  had  they  no  other  advantages  might  be 

considered  extrem'ly  well  provided  for. 

I  am  not  dispos'd,  my  Lord,  to  be  pointed  or  personal,  where  it 

can  be  avoided,  in  the  observations  which  I  feel  it  necessary  to 

trouble  your  Grace  with.     But  without  claiming  merit  to  myself 

Hunter's      from  my  forbearance,  I  may  venture  to  say  that  few  men  in  mv 
lorDearance.     ....•'  jiitii  "^ 

Situation  wou  d  have  had  so  much. 

I  am  no  stranger,  my  Lord,  in  the  profession.     I  have  serv'd  his 

Majesty  in  [it]  for  forty-two  years  constantly  and  actively.     I  have 

the  honour  of  being  known  to  m^y  of  the  highest  and  most 

respectable  characters  amongst  its  officers.     I  need  not,  therefore. 

His  attitude  speak  of  my  own  natural  disposition  ;  but  after  the  attention 

^So^  ^^  shewn  by  me  to  the  different  officers,  civil  and  military,  since  my 

arrival — an  attention  mark'd  from  the  beginning  by  every  proof 

I  cou'd  give  of  my  having  the  most  perfect  confidence  in  each 

individual  in  their  respective  situations — after  such  assurances  of 

a  disposition  to  make  them  as  happy  as  possible — to  find  that, 

instead  of  receiving  that  assistance  which  it  was  the  duty  of  every 

officer  to  give,  every  means  was  practised  to  frustrate  the  endeavours 

Tijoy  thwart  J  g^w  it  necessary  to  use  for  correcting  various  tricks,  and  to  remove 

customs  which  had  been  too  long  established,  and  for  want  of 
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timely  attention  considered  as  licensed.     Continually  thwarted  and      1796 
worthless  characters  encouraged  almost  into  a  state  of  resistance     12  Nov. 
by  those  whose  schemes  might  have  been  in  some  degree  efiected 
by  the  changes  I  was  about  to  make,  and  which  in  few  words  may  Befomm- 
be  said  to  be  order  and  regtdarity  for  eonjtuion  and  lieentuntsnesi,  mSkeur«s. 

It  will  not  surprise  that  I  saw  it  necessary  to  withdraw  that 
confidence,  and  to  trust  chiefly  to  my  own  judgement  and  obser- 
vation, in  doing  which  I  soon  observ'd  that  the  only  assistants  I 
had  were  so  frequently  and  individually  attacked  in  the  line  of 
their  duty  as  civil  magistrates  that  were  they  directed  to  state 
their  particular  cases,*  it  would  then  appear  what  I  have  had  to 
contend  with  in  support  of  that  order  and  civil  government  which  Dlfflcaitj  of 
it  is  my  duty  to  protect,  and  which  being  my  duty  shall  not  be  SSl!**"*"* 
insulted  whilst  I  can  give  it  support. 

I  should  have  mentioned,  before  I  had  gone  thus  far,  that  after 
the  departure  of  Grovr.  Phillip  from  this  colony  a  general  change  CbAngre  from 
took  place,  all  his  plans  and  regulations  were  completely  laid  aside,  mmuiy  ^  ' 
the  civil  magistrate  was  superceded  intirely,  and  all  the  dutys  r^ffime, 
respecting  the  distribution  of  justice  and  every  other  concern  of 
that  office  was  taken  into  the  hands  of  the  military  (a  more  prompt 
method  probably,  but  subject  to  the  eflects  of  prejudice  and  caprice, 
consequently  to  injustice).     Upon  my  arrival  I  consider'd  this  plan 
as  inconsistant  with  the  intentions  of  his  Majesty  and  of  the  British 
Parliament,  and  by  no  means  agreable  to  the  laws  established  for 
our  Government  here.    I  therefore  reinstated  the  civil  macdstrate  Reinstoting 
in  his  proper  office,  and  directed  the  Judge- Advocate  to  attend  to  mft^trate«. 
the  dutys  of  his  department  relative  to  the  distribution  of  justice. 
Those  changes  I  had  soon  reason  to  observe  were  not  well  relish'd 
by  those  of  the  military  whose  power  and  influence  over  the  civil 
concerns  of  the  colony  had  been  reduced  by  this  measure.    I,  at  the 
same  time,  believe  it  was  well  receiv'd  by  others  of  the  same  pro- 
fession who  had  no  private  end  to  answer  by  the  continuance  of 
a  system  not  in  our  situation  strictly  legal,  nor  were  ambitious 
of  having  the  trouble  of  a  duty  which  they  considered  as  the  concern 
of  a  diffierent  and  distinct  department.     Since  that  time  frequent 
indirect  and  some  direct  attempts  have  been  made  to  annoy  the  Attempts  to 
civil  officers  officiating  as  magistrates,  with  a  view  to  the  lessening  du^rfte^ 
that  respect  and  influence  over  the  minds  of  the  lower  orders  of  ^ILiatratoB  • 
the  people  so  highly  necessary  in  our  situation.      For  these  shame- 
full  and  unpardonable  purposes  the  most  improper  means  which  a 
mischieviously  fertile  imagination,  a  malicious,^restless,  and  vindic- 
tive disposition  cou'd  invent,  or  coued  collect  in  the  most  improper 
way,  and  thro*  the  most  uncertain  channels,  have  been  usej  ;  but 
I  trust  without  that  efiect  which  was  designed  and  expected. 

The  dutys  of  the  civil  magistrate  in  this  country,  and  more  ^ir 
particularly  in  our  present  state,  is  most  arduous,  independant  of  duties. 
the  common  dutys  annexed  to  the  office  which  this  officer  may 

*  Footnote  to  orlgloal  by  Governor  Hunter,  **  Wliich  I  much  wish  Ihey  may." 
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fill,  it  is  therefore  not  desireable  to  be  so  employed ;  bat  I  most  say 
in  justice  to  those  gentlemen  who  officiate,  that  the  office  has 
been  executed  without  reluctance,  with  much  zeal  and  spirit.  I 
feel  therefore,  my  Lord,  as  the  chief  magistrate,  the  more  par- 
ticularly offended  at  every  attempt  which  has  been  made  for 
thwarting  them  in  the  line  of  their  duty,  because  I  consider  it 
as  a  direct  attempt  to  overthrow,  or*  render  ineffectual,  the  civil 
power  of  the  colony,  and  to  continue  that  disorder,  confusion,  and 
disobedience  which  I  am  with  the  help  of  the  civil  magistrate 
endeavouring  to  correct,  and  bring  back  to  what  it  once  was, 
what  I  well  rem  member  it  to  have  been,  and  what  it  ou^t 
to  be  for  the  happiness  of  society  and  the  general  advantage  of 
the  settlem't. 

Unwilling  as  I  am  to  trespass  on  your  Grace's  time,  it  may  yet 
be  proper  that  I  should  point  out  one  instance  of  the  inconve- 
nience I  have,  and  the  service  has  suffered,  by  an  officious  and 
industrious  disposition  to  embarrass  the  civil  power. 

Soon  after  the  departure  of  the  Judge- Advocate,  or  rather  at 
the  time  he  had  quitted  his  office  and  was  embark'd,  and  another 
gentleman  residing  here  had  been  some  time  nam'd  by  his 
Maj'y's  authority  to  officiate,  I  was  on  the  day  on  which  I  wbb 
going  to  announce  him  in  Public  Orders  as  doing  the  duty  of 
J.-Advocate  deprived  of  his  immediate  assistance  by  an  officer  in 
the  New  South  Wales  Corps  having  written  to  me  and  desiring 
to  institute  a  criminal  prosecution  against  this  gentleman  for  a 
libel.  This  is  the  same  officer*  who  has  taken  the  liberty  of 
corresponding  with  your  Grace  upon  the  public  concerns  of  this 
colony,  without  consulting  the  Governor  upon  the  subject  of  that 
correspondance,  and  of  which  I  had  just  time  to  write  your  Grace 
by  the  Britannia.  And  as  I  must  repeat  my  complaint  upon 
that  occasion,  I  trust  your  Grace  will  take  such  notice  of  it  as  it 
may  seem  to  demand.  I  confess,  my  Lord,  I  view  it  in  a  serious 
light  as  a  public  concern,  and  as  an  immediate,  altho'  indirect^ 
attack  upon  the  authority  of  the  Governor,  which  I  cannot  suffer 
to  pass  without  proper  representation ;  had  it  been  of  a  private 
nature  your  Grace  wou'd  not  have  been  troubled  upon  it.  (I  beg 
pardon,  my  Lord,  for  this  digression.) 

The  design  of  this  prosecution  of  the  intended  Judge- Advocate 
is  too  apparent  not  to  be  immediately  seen  thro'.  Your  Grace 
will  discover  that  no  Court,  civil  or  criminal,  can  be  held  without^ 
such  an  officer  at  its  head.  This  attempt  is  therefore  in  my  opinion 
intended  to  deprive  the  service  of  the  assistance  of  the  man,  who 
it  is  well,  and  has  been  long,  known  was  nam'd  by  his  Majesty's 
authority  to  do  that  duty  during  the  absence  of  the  Judge- 
Advocate,  and  thereby  to  embarrass  the  civil  power.  This  gen- 
tleman had  long  officiated  as  a  magistrate  to  my  great  assist- 
ance and  satisfaction.     He  had  also  done  the  duty  of  that  civil 

*  John  Maoartlnir. 
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office  wMch  this  very  officer  had  resign'd  (the  Inspector  of  Public       1796 
Works),  and  had  executed  these  offices  witliout  the  smallest  accu-     12  Nov. 
ndon  against  him  but  such  as  this  officer  thought  proper  to  lay       — 
to  his  charge,  and  which  had  been  replied  to  by  the  other,  and  ioipector  of 
full  J  and  clearly  refuted  to  my  satisfaction.  worki. 

This  prosecution  now  demanded    origiiuite<l   in   this  person 
a^unst  whom  it  was  designed  having   found   himself   unjustly 
a^tack'd  and   accus'd   of    crimes   of   a   heinous    nature,    partly 
groonded   upon   what  he   had  been  able  to  collect  from  some  Evidencu 
vorthless  and  too  often  peijur'd  convicts,  who  are  seldom  known  55ki^. 
to  be  partdal  to  a  strict  magistrate,  and  who  it  appear'd  upon  a 
sabeequent  examination  had  been  tampered  with.     This  gentle- 
man had  written  a  very  severe  letter*  to  the  above  officer,  in  which 
he  retaliat's  all  the  ill-nature  and  invective  of  his  accuser,  and  in 
his  turn  accuses  him  of  the  most  improper  conduct,  and  such  as 
DO  man  honor'd  with  the  King's  Commission  cou'd  be  suppos'd 
capable.     When  I  received  information  of  this  letter  I  was  ex-  His  letter  to 
treraly  displeased,  and  condemned  such  a  conduct  in  the  most    **^*"""''- 
pointed  manner.     I  desir'd  to  know  his  reasons  for  acting  so  very 
improper  a  part,  and  which  he  must  have  known  was  disturbing 
the  peace  of  the  settlement.     He  replied  that  in  the  situation  he 
was  now  abont  to  fill  (pro  tempore  )f  he  knew  that  no  pains  wou'd 
be  spared  by  his  enemy  to  vex  and  distress  him  wherever  there 
ought  be  the  smallest  opening  for  the  exercise  of  a  malicious  and 
vindictive  temper,  and  that  had  he  suppos'd  it  w'd  have  Ijeen  laid 
before  me  he  wou'd  have  acted  otherwise.    His  intention  he  said  was 
to  have  drawn  this  officer  out  to  a  private  and  pei*sonal  decision  of  ^  ^^^^^ 
^  difference  that  he  might  not  hereafter  \ye  troubled  by  him. 
-^Hho'  I  was  much  displeas'd  with  this  gentleman's  conduct  in 
^  instance,  I  cou'd  not  be  surpris'd  when  I  look'd  back  upon  the 
provocation,  the  particulars  of  which  I  understand  may  come  to 
y^Hir  Grace's  knowledge  thro'  some  other  channel.  J 

Such  a  prosecution  as  that  now  desir'd  cannot  in  our  present 
situation  take  place.     It  wou'd  require  the  professional  ability  of  Compoeitiow 
*1  expert  lawyer  to  preside  where  our  Criminal  Courts  are  com-  criminal 
P^'d  frequently  of  young  and  sometimes  not  very  well-infonn'd  ^0"^. 
^^oers  of  the  Navy  and  Army.    And  altho'  the  officer  desiring  to 
*^*X*ecute  must  be  sensible  of  the  impossibility,  as  well  as  incon- 
.  ^^ience  to  the  public  service  were  it  possible,  he  has  pressed  it 
v^  far  as  he  can ;  but  he  cannot  be  gratified,  however  much  I  am 
A  ^asirious  the  law  shou'd  decide  on  tlie  case.     The  other  party  had 
.  ^^^merly  made  a  similar  application  for  redress  by  law,  but  being 
L^^orm'd  by  the  Judge- Advocate,  who  was  then  in  the  country,  that 
"'^   grant  his  request  at  that  time  wou'd  very  much  retard  the 

,^  Attins  to  Mmcarthar,  Mit*,  p.  125. 

X  AtUu  mmwHf  petforoMd  the  datiM  of  Jodg*- Advocate  pending:  the  arriTal  of  Mr.  Dore. 

^  Ante,  pp.  111^-129.    Hacuthur  forwarded  the  correspondence  to  Lieut -Colonel  Oroee. 
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senice  we  were  then  eugag'd  in,  he  most  readily  gave  it  up  untill 
some  more  favourable  opportunity  might  offer. 

After  having  enter'd  so  far  into  the  unpleasant  part  of  our 
concerns,  which  I  probably  might  not  have  done  quite  so  soon 
had  not  the  restless  and  troublesome  dispositions  of  those  who 
are  contriving  by  all  the  indirect  means  they  can  invent  to  thwart 
the  civil  power,  and  to  disturb  the  peace  and  order  of  the  colony 
rendered  it  no  longer  either  possible  or  proper  to  delay  it,  they 
work  by  means  and  by  instruments  thro'  which  it  is  difficult  to 
bring  the  principals  into  the  foreground ;  oou'd  that  be  done  by 
legal  proofs  we  shou'd  be  at  no  loss  how  to  act.  Altho',  my  Lord, 
I  am  no  advocate  for  any  individual  at  such  a  distance  from  the 
mother  country  being  possessed  of  such  discretional  power  as  if  in 
bad  hands  might  be  exercised  to  the  oppression  of  others,  I  yet 
think  that  in  consequence  of  our  great  distance  from  home  some 
means  might  be  suggested  for  removing  from  the  colony  such 
people  as  are  found  fond  of  disturbing  the  peace  and  order  of  the 
settlement,  and  the  harmony  of  private  society. 

I  have  at  this  moment  an  information  upon  oath  before  me  of  a 
veiy  serious  nature,  and  in  which  those  turbulent  and  worthle&s 
characters  call'd  Irish  Defenders*  are  concerned;  they  have  threat- 
ened resistance  to  all  orders,  but  they  have  not  yet  carried  far 
their  threats ;  a  few  of  them  have  been  punish'd.f  I  am  unwiUing 
to  lay  much  stress  upon  the  above  deposition,  {  altho'  a  voluntary 
one.  It  mentions  those  people  having  had  the  advice  and  opinion 
of  some  whose  situation  inclines  me  to  doubt  the  fact,  but  I  will 
watch  narrowly.  Seditious  people  might  do  much  mischief  with 
such  instruments  to  work  by.  The  grievances  of  those  Irishmen 
are  "  that  we  have  not  the  time  of  their  conviction  and  sentence," 
which  is  certainly  hard  upon  them,  and  shou'd  be  remedied,  as 
they  may  otlierwise  be  kept  longer  than  is  just  in  servitude. 

For  an  account  of  our  endeavours  to  restore  order  and  regu- 
larity, and  a  proper  attention  to  Public  Orders,  I  refer  your  Grace 
to  my  letter  No.  22,§  transmitted  herewith.        I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 
My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  12th  Nov.,  1796. 

Unpleasant  Having  considered  it  necessary,  from  a  variety  of  causes,  to 

enter  at  some  length||  into  the  unpleasant  part  of  our  circumstances 

*  When  the  Insurroction  Act  was  passed  by  the  Irish  Parliament  (by  whlcli  ooniplracy 
was  declared  to  be  a  felonv)  hundreds  of  the  more  turbulent  and  Ifrnorant  of  the  Irish 
peasantry  were  transported  for  participation  in  the  feuds  that  rent  Ireland  during  the  dosing 
years  of  the  Eighteenth  Century.  As  con\icts  they  were  hardly  to  be  expected  to  show  a  len 
reckless  defiance  of  constituted  authority  than  they  had  evinced  as  propagandists.  Many  of 
them  escaped,  to  die  in  the  bush  rather  than  live  in  servitude. 

f  It  was  in  consequence  of  the  threats  of  the  Irish  Defenders  to  resist  the  authority  of  the 
Crown  that  Hunter  issued  the  Government  and  General  Order  of  the  89th  October,  1796.-- 
Ante,  p.  164.  X  The  deposition  referred  to  has  not  been  preserved. 

I  That  Is  the  letter  of  same  date— 12th  November— which  foUo^-s,  pp.  174-179,  post. 

I  Ante,  p.  166  et  §eq. 


Sedition. 


THB  LOG  PRISON.  175 

in  a  separate  letter,  which  your  Grace  will  receive  herewith,  I  think  1796 
it  equally  necessary  that  you  shou'd  be  informed  of  the  steps  which  jo  Nov. 
I  am  taking  to  get  the  better  of  these  inconveniences,  and  to  bring 
back  to  some  kind  of  order  and  regularity,  and  to  a  more  ready 
obedience  to  Public  Orders,  the  turbulent  and  refractory  set  of 
people  I  have  here  to  manage ;  for  this  purpose,  and  that  your 
Grace  may  be  enabled  to  form  some  opinion  of  what  I  have  had 
to  do  since  I  landed  here,  and  what  I  am  now  attempting  for  the 
general  good,  I  send  herewith  a  copy  of  all  the  Public  Orders* 
vhich  have  been  issued  by  me  since  my  arrival,  and  wliicli  I  con- 
cave may  be  necessary  for  enabling  your  Grace  to  form  a  judge- 
ment of  the  different  objects  I  have  had  in  view, 

I  have  intimated,  in  the  separate  letter  above  mention'd,  that  J^«  ^^»** 
I  have  had  reason  to  suspect  some  seditious  and  ill-dispos'd  per- 
sons had  been  tampering  with  the  refractory  people  alluded  to  in 
my  Public  Orders  of  the  15th,  25th,  and  29th  October  last,t  in  order 
to  encourage  them  to  a  resistance  of  those  Orders,  by  which  it  will 
appear  that  many  of  them — who  had  been  too  long  permitted  to 
impose  upon  Government,  and  had  been  working  for  private  indi- 
viduals, whilst  the  concerns  of  the  public  were  standing  still — 
▼ere  calFd  in  to  perform  that  service  which,  as  a  public  concern, 
cou'd  not  be  dispensed  with.  I  have  now  to  inform  your  Grace 
that  with  the  few  laborers  we  have  been  able  to  collect  thro'  these 
nwans,  and  such  artificers  as  we  can  hire,  we  are  now  erecting,  in 
<*ch  of  the  towns  of  Sydney  and  Parramatta,  a  strong  log  prison,  i-og  priaons. 
for  the  security  of  turbulent  and  disobedient  persons.  |  These  are 
▼orks  which  have  been  wanted  from  the  beginning,  but  on  account 
of  the  relaxed  discipline  which  private  speculation  and  traffic  has 
J^ocasion'd,  is  more  so  now  than  it  ever  was,  more  particularly  since 
It  has  been  found  necessary  to  send  to  this  country  such  horrid 
<^haracters  as  the  people  calFd  Irish  Defenders,  who,  I  confess,  my 
l^rd,  I  wish  had  been  either  sent  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  or  some 
Pfece  as  fit  for  them. 

We  are  also  erecting  upon  the  high  ground  over  Sydney  a  strong 
Substantial  and  well-built  windmill  §  with  a  stone  tower,  which  will  A  windmill. 
^^*t  for  two  hundred  years,  and  we  are  preparing  materials  for 
'^'iother  such  at  Parramatta.    These  two  mills,  when  finish'd,  will 
^^'icasion  a  saving  considerable  by  issuing  flour  instead  of  grain. 

,  The  brick  buildings,  barracks,  storehouses,  and  officers'  dwell- 
^g-houses  have  been  some  time  past  in  a  state  of  rapid  decay  and 
^^mbling  to  ruins ;  to  rebuild  such  another  set  would  be  attended 


Ordcn  are  published  in  their  proper  place  in  order  of  date. 

t  Ante,  pp.  144, 163, 194, 165. 

i  The  log  priiions  were  erected  with  material  supplied  by  the  free  population  of  the  settlc- 
^j«nt.~Ante,  p.  130.  The  prison  at  Sydney  was  eighty  feet  long,  and  contained  twenty -two 
^I^Us;  it  was  completed  in  June,  1797.— ColUns,  vol.  ii,  p.  41.  It  was  burnt  down  on  the 
^Hfht  of  lltb  February,  1700. 

^^  I  The  wiDdmill  was  completed  in  February,  1797.    It  was  capable  Of  grinding  a  bushel  of 
^'neat  in  ten  minutes.— Collins,  vol.  ii,  p.  21. 
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m-ith  great  expence.  This  decay  has  been  occasioned  by  the  want 
of  lime  or  proper  cement  in  the  b^;inning.  We  have  now  a  gang 
of  people  employ 'd  collecting  sea^ells,  which  we  find  all  rmind 
the  harbour  in  considerable  qoantitys;  these  we  bam  to  linu^ 
and  are  repairing  and  completely  covering  all  the  brick  build'gi^ 
so  as  to  ensure  their  lasting  at  least  twenty  years  to  come  ;  ihu 
work  I  expect  will  be  nearly  finished  by  the  end  of  this  year. 

To  prevent  as  far  as  it  is  possible  the  repeated  robberys  whidi 
are  so  continually  conmiitting  amongst  us,  I  am  now  arranging 
the  inhabitants  of  this  town  of  Sydney,  which  is  a  mere  sink  ol 
every  species  of  infamy,  into  divisions,  and  shall  have  the  diffei^ent 
houses  number'd  and  a  register  kept  of  the  people  inhabiting 
each.*  We  shall  have  watchmen  chosen  from  amongst  the  inhabit- 
ants to  guard  during  the  night  their  respective  divisions,  and  ft 
constable  will  also  be  chosen  who  shall  have  proper  instructiooa. 
This  r^ulation  I  propose  shall  take  place  in  every  district  oi  the 
colony.  We  have  also  numbered  and  registered  our  boats,  which 
are  many  and  are  necessaiy,  but  even  amongst  them  robbefys 
have  been  committed.! 

Our  goals,  my  Lord,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  are  at  this  time  quite 
full,  many  for  robberys,  a  number  for  different  and  shocking 
murders,  and  some  for  plundering  the  public  provision  stores.  {  I. 
am  ooncem*d  to  add  that  with  the  latter  it  appears  some  of  the 
sentinals  on  duty  have  been  concem'd,  the  very  men  who  have 
the  care  of  our  most  valuable  stores.  I  must  do  justice  to  their 
present  commanding  officer  in  saying  that  he  is  strict,  and  will 
not  easily  pass  over  such  a  breach  of  orders  and  of  discipline.  I 
shall  in  a  sliort  time  convene  a  Criminal  Court  for  the  trial  of 
those  offenders.  I  trusty  my  Lord,  Uiat  before  another  year  shall 
elapse  we  shall  have  such  r^;ulations  established  over  this  settle- 
ment as  may  render  the  task  of  commanding  here  less  difficult  to 
those  who  may  follow  than  I  have  found  it,  and  am  hopefull, 
however  we  may  differ,  that  it  may  not  be  considered  necessary  to 
abolish  every  regulation  which  I  am  endeavouring  to  establish, 
but  only  to  amend  and  make  them  more  perfect. 

Were  I  to  omit,  whilst  on  this  subject,  to  acknowledge  my 
obligation  to  Captain  Geo.  Johnston,  of  the  New  South  Walee 
Corps,  formerly  of  the  marines,  an  old  and  kind  acquaintancet 
and  to  Mr.  Wm.  Balmain,  the  principal  surgeon,  for  their  indi- 
fatiguable  exertions  in  forwarding  my  best  endeavours  to  bring 
out  of  a  mass  of  confusion  some  kind  of  order,  I  shou'd  bc 
unjust ;  those  gentlemen  saw  the  difficulty  I  labored  under  £01 

"  Ante,  p.  Id5  and  note.  f  Ante,  p.  60. 

t  This  itateuient  of  Governor  Hunter  comparefl  straneely  with  PhilUp't  ■■Muttai 
•hortly  before  he  left  tiie  colony,  that  he  could  **  recollect  rtry  few  crimM  durini^ 
three"  yoam  but  what  have  been  oonunitted  to  procure  the  neoe«arie8  of  life." — VoL  i, 
p.  04ft.    It  must,  howe\'er,  be  remembered  that  the  drcumstanoea  of  the  colony  had  i 
verv  much  when  Hunter  wrote  the  abo\e  deepatcfa,  and  that  the  convioti  wlio  had  mninS 
In  the  interval  were  a  more  turbulent^  if  not  a  man  criminal 
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want  of  that  assistance  »o  highly  necessary  in  our  .situation,  and       ^796 
eame  forward  like  good  officers  and  offer'd  uie  tlieirs.     I  appointed      12  Nov. 
Oipt  Johnston  my  aide-de-camp.     Mr.  Balmain  is  an  active  and 
spirited  magistrate,  but  his  assistance  to  me  is  not  contin'd  to  that 
doty  only. 

Our  present  crops  promise  an  abundant  harvest,  which  will  begin  Tiic  cropi. 
aboat  three  weeks  hence. 

The  Prince  of  Wales,  storeship,  by  which  T  forward  this,  arrived 
here  the  2d  instant  We  are  now  unloading  her.  She  parted  com- 
pwiy  with  the  other  storeship.  Sylph,  off  the  Cape  Do  Verd  Islands ; 
we  look  daily  for  her  arrivaJ.* 

Tour  Grace  will,  I  doubt  not,  after  considering  the  public  works  Public 
in  hand  and  the  many  yet  wanting,  together  with  our  deficiency  ^o*****- 
of  strength,  see  the  impossibility  of  my  attempting  anything  in 
apical ture  at  present  on  the  part  of  the  public. 

I  have  reason  to  hope  that  your  Grace  will  not  condemn  me  for 
the  liberty  I  take  in  observing  that  the  duty  of  Capt  Johnston, 
as  my  aide-de-camp,  is  now  very  great,  and  requires  much  activity. 
Aslam  uncertain  whether  anything  can  be  allowed  him  for  tliat  extra  a  dcservinj^ 
duty,  I  hope  I  may  be  excused  for  taking  the  liberty  to  recommend  ^  ^^^ 
to  your  Grace  his  son  (George  Johnston)  for  an  ensigncy  in  the  N.  S. 
Wales  Corps.  He  is  young,  but  well-grown,  and  his  father  is  capable 
of  making  him  a  good  soldier.     He  is  at  present  with  him. 

Allow  me  to  say,  my  Lord,  that  we  labour  under  vast  incon- 
venience for  want  of  every  kind  of  tools,  and  we  are  getting  very  Tools, 
deficient  in  slop  cloathing. 

1  tmst  from  what  I  have  said  your  Grace  will  be  satisfied  that 
very  few  steps  which  can  under  gur  present  circumstances  be  taken 
for  the  public  good  have  escaped  my  attention.  To  know  that  such 
w  your  Grace's  opinion  will  be  highly  gratifying  to 

Yours,  ifec, 
Jno.  Huxter. 

GovERXOK  Hunter  to  Under  Secretary  King. 
I>ear  Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  1 4th  Novr.,  1796.  14  Nov. 

As  you  will,  I  trust,  have  seen  both  Capt.  David  Collins,  Officers 
our  Judge- Advocate,  and  Mr.  Palmer,  our  Commissary,  before  you  En^iTnd!^ 
***i  receive  this,  I  am  hopefuU  you  may  have  had  an  opportunity 
^*  learning  much  of  our  concerns  from  them.     It  is  my  wish  that 
^eymay  have  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with  you,  as  you  will 
^^^in  much  information  from  them.     You  can  have  no  conception 
*  my  situation  at  the  time  they  left  me ;  I  am  therefore  the  more 
^^ous  you  shou'd  learn  it  from  them,  and  am  unwilling  to  enter 
.5^^  farther  into  it  at  present  than  I  have  in  my  separate  letter  to 
^^  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  transmitted  by  those  gentlemen, 
^u  will  know  from  the  above  two  officers  of  what  and  of  whom 

*  The  Sylph  arrived  on  17th  November,  1797. 
VOL.  Ill — M 
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I  complain.  I  hope  his  Grace  may  have  time  to  take  that  notice 
of  my  complaint  which  I  conceive,  (u  a  public  concern^  it  merits; 
had  it  been  a  private  one  it  wou'd  not  have  been  sent  home,  and  I 
confess  it  would  have  been  more  agreeable  to  my  feelings  had  it 
been  of  that  kind.  You  can  have  but  little  idea  what  mischiefs 
and  embarrassment,  vain,  restless,  and  designing  people  may  occa- 
sion in  a  country  peopled  with  such  characters  as  we  have  here.  I 
earnestly  wish  Government  wou'd  direct  that  such  disturbers  of 
the  peace  and  happiness  of  a  distant  country  like  this  might  be 
sent  out  of  it.  No  difficulty  whatever  shall  arrest  my  endeav'rs 
to  bring  into  order  the  concerns  of  this  colony.  I  have  enter'd 
upon  it,  and  I  will,  if  I  live,  bring  it  about,  however  it  may  effect 
the  private  concerns  of  private  individuals,  for  that  is  the  rub. 
You  will  be  told  in  England  that  a  fortune  of  ei^^t  or  more 
thousand  pounds  have  been  made  here  in  five  years.  A  question 
natu rally  arises  out  of  that  information — How  is  it  possible 9  Those 
who  are  aquaint'd  with  the  traffic  which  has  been  carried  on  here 
will  be  best  able  to  inform  you,  for  I  really  cannot  It  is  the 
various  regulations  which  I  have  been  attempting  since  I  have 
been  here  to  establish  order  that  stands  in  the  way  of  this  dis- 
tructive  traffic,  and  which  will  bring  about  as  many  impertinent 
opinions  relative  to  the  colony  for  the  Duke  of  Portland's  consid- 
eration as  there  are  different  schemers  and  traders  in  the  country.* 
I  heartily  wish  it  were  possible  to  knock  it  intirely  up,  or  establish 
some  regulations  for  its  limitation. 

The  General  Orders  which  have  been  issued  by  me  since  my 
arrival  I  send  by  this  opportunity  that  it  might  be  seen  from 
those  occasional  Orders  what  ha\p  been  the  objects  I  have  had  in 
view.  I  cou'd  have  freely  forgiven  any  article  of  trade  which 
was  in  itself  harmless ;  but  money  was  not  made  so  rapidly  by 
any  as  spirits,  and  that  article  has  completely  ruined  many  who 
might  have  done  well.  This  has  thrown  many  familys  back  upon 
Government  who  might  have  continued  independant.  To  save 
those  people  from  ruin  is  to  effect  the  trade  of  others,  and  conse- 
quently if  a  GovV  here  means  to  make  popularity  his  great  object 
— I  mean  amongst  the  traders — he  must  not  bestow  a  thought 
upon  the  public  concerns,  but  shew  a  disposition  to  fall  in  with 
all  their  plans,  to  allow  them  to  take  out  of  the  public  store  what- 
ever they  want,  and  to  employ  as  many  of  the  servants  of  the 
public  as  they  wish,  and  to  feed  and  cloath  them  at  Gov's  expence. 
Such  a  man  wou'd  be  admir'd  here,  and  all  his  endeavours 
falling  in  with  their  wishes  wou'd  be  prais'd.  You  cannot,  sir, 
have  any  idea  of  the  immense  expence  of  public  stores.  Before 
the  time  of  my  arrival  every  military  man,  even  the  private 
soldier,  cou'd  have  what  he  pleas'd — whole  casks  of  nails  at  a  time 

*  Hunter  is  evidently  referrinflr  to  his  disagreement  'with  Macarthur  and  the  letter  that 
officer  forwarded  to  the  Duke  of  Portland.— Ante,  pp.  131-1S6. 
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taken  oat  for  private  use.     Do  take  the  trouble  to  ask  Mr.  Palmer      1790 
i»  this  subject.     I  believe  he  will  tell  you  that  he  dar'd  not  refuse     14  ^ov. 
whatever  was  order'd  by  any  military  man.     This  I  put  an  im- 
mediat  stop  to,  well  knowing  the  prodigious  expence  of  those 
stores;  and  the  schemes  of  some  were  much  effected  by  those 
(ifderB  which  I  judg'd  it  necessary  to  give  the  Commissary.     On  Revere  to 
this  subject  I  could  say  much  ;  but  I  trust  whatever  information  conflrai.  ' 
yoii  may  desire  from  Mr.  Palmer  or  Collins  will  be  given  you.     I  *^^®"- 
kpe,  too,  it  may  be  candid  ;  they  can  say  much  if  they  will  speak 
out    I  will  therefore  trouble  you  no  fartlier  at  present  than  to 
assare  you  that  I  am,  with  much  esteem,  (S:c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Allow  me  to  add  hei-e  what  I  shall  be  obliged  to  trouble  his 
Grace  with  soon,  viz.,  my  allowance  for  station'ry  is  too  small  ;*  stationery. 
JB50,  instead  of  JB20,  will  not  save  my  expences.     So  many  appli- 
cations from  inferior  departments. 

P.S. — ^You  will  also  have  seen  Lt.-Govr.  King,  whose  very  ill- 
bealth  has  oblig'd  him  to  quit  Norfolk  Island,  to  my  very  great 
concern.  

Governor  Hunter  to  Under  Secretary  Kino. 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  14th  Nov.,  1796. 

Having  occasion  to  write  by  this  opportunity  pretty  fully  Minor 
to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland  on  some  part  of  the  concerns  JJ^ntT 
of  this  colony,  I  have  been  unwilling  by  addressing  this  to  his 
Grace  to  occupy  more  of  his  time  than  circumstances  might  render 
Mcessary  ;  you  will  therefore  have  the  trouble  of  attending  to  the 
wbject  of  this  letter.  You  will,  no  doubt,  see  the  contents  of  my 
Cerent  letters,  and  I  hope  may  have  time  to  consider  the  subjects 
^  them.  I  shall  therefore  only  mention  to  you  what  probably 
ought  to  have  been  written  to  his  Grace  but  from  an  opinion 
that  at  such  a  time  as  the  present  he  v/ill  have  much  business  of 
'"iore  immediat  importance  to  consider. 

We  are  getting  very  short  of  iron  and  steel,  having  long  been  iron  and 
^blig'd  to  manufacture  all  the  tools  which  we  have  had  occasion  for  ■^*^^* 
On  the  public  works,  and  we  are  extremely  dificient  in  every  kind 
^f  impliment  either  for  agriculture  or  for  working  artificers.     We 
«lave  scarsely  as  many  nails  as  will  complete  the  buildings  we  are 
Endeavouring  to  raise,  and  without  which  we  can  no  longer  remain 
Vithout  the  most  material  injury  to  the  concerns  of  Government. 
\Ve  are  nearly  destitute  of  cloathing,  either  for  old  or  young,  clothing 
-Allow  me  here  to  observe  that  the  contract  for  shoes  has  been  *"^  ^^^^' 
shamefully  supplied  ;  a  pair  will  scarsely  last  a  laboring  man  for  a 
'Mreek.     The  sole  leather  sent  out  some  time  past  has  been  of  great 
Service.     Permit  me,  sir,  to  request  that  you  will  use  your  best 

*  The  complaint  conocmbu;  the  inadequate  supply  of  8tati6ncr>'  is  repeated  on  subsequent 
Tif  (■liiiw  Font.  pi».  280, 483, 494.  The  allowance  was  increased  to  £30  in  November,  17^.— 
^ofli,p.  730. 
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endeavours  to  have  us  supplied  as  early  as  possible,  and  to  tell  you, 
for  the  information  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  that  if  we 
have  not  soon  some  addition  to  our  numbers  of  working  men  we 
shall  have  very  few  in  the  country  who  will  not,  from  their  terms 
of  transportation  being  expired,  be  perfectly  free. 

The  small  schooner  sent  out  some  years  ago  in  frame  grows  very 
infirm,  and  she  is  the  only  vessel  we  have  in  the  absence  of  the 
King's  ships  for  keeping  up  our  intercourse  with  Norfolk  Island. 
We  give  her  occasionally  such  repairs  as  she  may  require,  and  we 
have  the  power  of  applying,  but  she  is  too  small.  If  I  had  a 
sufficient  strength  in  carpenters,  I  wou'd  undertake  to  build  one  of 
70  or  80  tons  burthen,  which  I  think  would  be  highly  serviceable 
between  this  and  Norfolk  Island.  I  have,  &c.^ 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  18th  Nov.,  1796. 

The  ship  Prince  of  Wales,  being  cleared  of  her  cargo,  wiU 
proceed  upon  her  voyage  to  China  on  the  20th.  Such  letters  as 
I  have  judg'd  it  necessary  to  write  at  this  time  for  your  Grace's 
information  will  go  by  that  conveyance ;  but  as  the  Sylph,  store- 
ship,  arrived  here  yesterday,  I  have  thought  it  proper  that  your 
Grace  should  receive  information  thereof  as  early  as  possible, 
and  also  to  acknowledge  the  honor  of  having  received  your  Grace's 
dispatches  by  that  ship. 

Your  observations,  my  Lord,  upon  the  dispatches  of  Captain 
Paterson,  of  March  and  June,  1795,^  I  paticularly  notice,  and  am 
hopefull  that  his  Majesty  will  receive  farther  satisfaction  from  the 
accounts  transmitted  by  me  relative  to  the  progressive  improve- 
ment of  the  colony,  which  accounts  have  been  forwarded  by  the  ship 
Britannia.  Your  Grace  will  also  be  informed  by  those  dispatches 
the  various  circumstances  of  which  I  have  had  but  too  much  cause 
to  complain.  In  addition  to  those  accounts,  I  have  found  it  necessary 
to  detail  something  more  particularly — various  parts  of  those 
complaints,  and  the  causes  from  which  they  appeared  to  me  to 
have  originated — in  a  separate  letter,  which  will  go  by  the  present 
opportunity;  I  shall  not,  therefore,  dwell  on  those  unpleasent 
reports  now. 

Your  Grace  observes  upon  a  letter  from  Lt.-Gov'r  King,  for- 
warded by  Captain  Paterson,  that,  notwithstanding  the  increase 
of  swine  upon  Norfolk  Island,  the  price  of  that  kind  of  provision, 
is  still  as  high  as  when  it  was  first  establish'd,  and  that  was  at  ^ 
time  when  it  was  considerably  less  plenty.     This,  I  have  under- 
stood, my  Lord,  was  found  necessary  for  encouraging  the  rearing 
of  that  kind  of  animal  in  a  domestic  state.     Its  flesh,  when  takeiv- 

*  Paterson's  despatches  will  be  found  in  Vol.  ii,  pp.  285,  306,  and  812 ;  and  PortiaDd*^ 
obsen'ations  thereon,  ante,  pp.  50-52. 
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wild  from  Phillip  Island,  being  neither  palatable  nor  wholesome,      1706 
and  is,  on  that  account,  oblig'd  to  be  confined  and  fed  upon  com  for     is  ^ov. 
four  or  five  months  before  kilFd.    The  settlers  have  found  that  the  ^^^ 
feeding  hogs  upon  com  turns  out  so  expensive  that  they  have  feedin^r 
hitherto  felt  themselves  unable  to  sell  it  at  a  less  price.  Your  Grace  "^'^"^' 
will  allow  me  to  observe  that  untill  those  people  can  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  purchasing  the  various  articles  of  European  production, 
which  they  are  so  often  in  want  of,  at  a  less  exorbitant  rate  than 
they  have  since  this  settlement  has  been  establish'd,  they  can  ill 
afford  to  lower  the  price  of  such  articles  as  are  raised  by  their  own 
labor.     This,  my  Lord,  is  the  chief  cause  of  the  heavy  expence 
bcurr'd  by  the  having  occasion  to  hire  artificers  or  labourers.    A 
store  established  here  by  Government,  or  by  some  person  authorised 
by  Gov't  to  retail  the  many  little  necessarys  wanted,  and  at  a 
moderate  profit,  wou'd  soon  reduce  the  price  of  what  we  raise  here. 
Permit  me,  my  Lord,  to  take  notice  of  your  Grace's  remark 
relative  to  the  disproportion  between  some  kinds  of  the  live  stock  Livestock 
raised  by  Government  and  that  of  private  individuals.     Unless 
yonr  Grace  adverts  to  the  numbers  which  are  given  to  settlers 
agreable  to  promise  a  fair  conclusion  cannot  be  drawn,  because,  in 
the  returns  sent  home,    none  are  mentioned   but  those  imme- 
diatly  in  our  possession ;  and,  at  same  time,  to  assure  you,  my 
I^,  that  the  private   stock   of  individuals  will   generally  beo*?^<^Kv 
better  taken  care  of  than  that  of  the  public,  because  their  respec-  Individuals 
tive  owuers  will  be  frequently  found  near  what  they  feel  so  great 
ftn  interest  in.     But  the  worthless  wretches  whom  we  are  often 
oblig'd  to  trust  the  care  of  the  property  of  Government  to,  pay  less 
attention,  feeling  but  little  interest  in  them ;  they  are  more  appre- 
hensive of  punishment  for  the  abuse  of  their  charge  than  prompted 
*o  attention  from  the  rewards  we  may  have  a  desire  of  bestowing. 
And  many,  whose  abuse  of  those  valuable  considerations  have  fallen 
onder  my  own  observation,  have  not  faiFd  to  receive  the  punishment 
they  have  merited.    The  live  stock  of  Government  have  lately  and  by 
Uicreas'd  much,  and  not  having  as  many  carefull  people  to  attend  mentr* 
them  as  I  could  wish,  does  frequently  give  me  much  concern. 

What  your  Grace  remarks  upon  the  prices  given  for  different  The  prices  of 
Nicies  of  provisions  in  this  colony  is  certainly  just,  but  I  have  pro^^^<^"*?' 
^  heg  you  will  consider,  my  Lord,  that  it  is  but  very  lately  any 
^^Umtity  of  swine's  flesh  has  been  offer'd  to  the  public  store  here  ; 
^e  price  has,  therefore,  been  high,  and  had  it  not  been  considered 
^^ccfisary  as  much  as  possible  to  save  the  salt  provision  such  price 
.^Ou'd  not  have  been  allow'd.     Upon  this  subject  I  must  take  the 
^^rty  of  observing  to  your  Grace  that  almost  every  officer  in  the 
^lony,  since  the  time  of  Governor  Phillip,  have  employ 'd  them-  occupatioiiH 
reives  farming  and  rearing  stock,  certainly  much  to  the  general  ®'  officer*- 
^^tiefit  of  the  colony,  altho'  on  their  own  account.     Permit  me,  my 
"^^rd,  to  say  that  I  do  not,  nor  never  will,  have  any  such  concern  ; 
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1796      the  public  interest  is  mine,  and  ever  will  be,  whatever  station  I 
Id  Nov.     may  fill  in  its  service.     Mj  reason  for  making  this  observation  to 
KeeiJA^gup  jour  Grace  is,  that  if  it  has  been  the  interest  of  private  people  to 
prioea.         keep  Up  the  price  of  such  articles  as  Government  cannot  supply 
itself  with  a  sufficiency  of  here,  such  motives  will  not  influ^ce 
me  who  have  no  private  concern  of  that  kind  to  look  forward  to. 
My  endeavours  to  reduce  the  expences  of  this  colony,  I  may  ven- 
ture to  say,  have  and  will  continue  to  be  uniform,  but  the  innumer- 
able difficultys  which  have  been  improperly  thrown  in  the  way  of 
my  early  success  in  so  desireable  an  object  are  but  too  obvious,  and 
have  already  been  mentioned. 

Altho'  it  is  certainly  true,  my  Lord,  that  the  importation  of 
oxen  into  a  colony  which  was  wholly  without  breeding-catUe  is  a 
measure  which  cannot  well  be  defended,*  I  must  yet  observe  that, 
since  my  arrival,  those  animals  have  fully  earned  their  original 
value  to  the  public  by  the  labor  they  have  performed,  and  which 
for  want  of  men  cou'd  not  have  been  done,  to  the  very  great  delay 
in  completing  several  highly  necessary  public  works. 

I  have  received  much  satis&ction  from  the  arrival  of  some 
cloathing  in  the  Sylph,  the  convicts,  men  and  women,  being  very 
dificient  of  those  necessarys ;  but  your  Grace,  I  trust,  will  pardon 
me  for  repealing  our  distresses  for  want  of  every  kind  of  tool  for 
labor,  which,  when  the  people  whom  your  Grace  has  signified  we 
may  expect  soon,  shall  arrive,  will  be  much  wanted. 

I  must  express  my  hope  that  the  three  hundred  aro  all  men, 
and  not  part  men  and  part  women,  for  of  the  latter  we  have  already 
enough,  t  We  have  scarsely  any  way  of  employing  them,  and  they 
are  generally  found  to  be  worse  characters  than  the  men ;  if  we 
had  more  work  for  them  it  wou'd  often  be  difficult  to  employ  them, 
for  we  generally  find  those  of  a  certain  age  taken  up  in  the  indis- 
pensible  dutys  of  nursing  an  infants  I  aro,  &c., 

Jno.  Huntbr. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

30th  November,  1796. 
Parole — Honesty.  Countersign — Morality. 

The  Grovernor  having  judg'd  it  necessary,  as  well  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  peace  and  good  order  as  for  the  security  of  property 
generally,  to  portion  out  the  different  districts  of  the  settlement 
Consublea.  into  divisions,  {  in  each  of  which  constables  have  been  chosen  and 
sworn  in,  and  i^ho  for  their  direction  have  receiv'd  printed  instruc- 
tions. This  infoimation  is,  therefore,  made  public  that  none  may 
plead  ignorance  of  this  regulation,  and  that  they  may  understand 
that  all  persons  travelling  from  one  district  of  the  settlement  to 

*  Ante,  p.  62,  where  the  Duke  of  Portland's  remark  to  which  reference  ia  here  made 
will  be  found, 
t  Ante.  p.  52. 
I  See  Hunter*!  Order  of  9th  November,  1796,  ante,  p.  185. 
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anj  other,  being  liable  to  be  examined  by  the  different  constableB      1790 
wliose  division  they  may  pass  through,  are  to  be  fumish'd  with     ao  Nov. 
puws  from  the  acting  magistrates  at  Sydney  and  Parramatta,       — 
the  Governor's  aid-de-camp,  or  commanding  otlicer  at  the  Hawkes-  aj^nst 
bniy.    (Gentlemen's  servants  will  have  passes  from  their  respective  ^^'"^^»' 
masters.     All  persons  who  shall  be  found  without  suoli  passport, 
which  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  obtain  when  necessary,  will  be  for 
the  first  offence  tiu'd  a  month's  imprisonment  and  labour  for  the 
public.     If  any  shall  pay  so  little  attention  to  this  Order  as  to 
repeat  such  offence,  other  steps  will  be  pursued  for  their  further 
punishment.  Jno.  Hunter. 

GrOVKRNOB   HuNTEB   TO   ThE   DuKE   OP    PORTLAXD. 

My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  1  Doc,  1796.  iDec. 

In  my  letter  No.  22,*  which  will  accompany  this,  I  had 
oocadon  to  mention  our  gaols  being  quite  full  of  prisoners  for 
▼irioas  offences  committed  against  the  peace  and  order  of  the 
settlement,  and  that  it  was  my  intention  as  early  as  possible  to 
convene  a  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature  for  their  trial.  Perfectly  a  Criminal 
aware  of  the  ill  consequences  of  delay  in  such  cases,  I  gave  imme-  ^^bicsd. 
diate  directions  for  the  assembling  of  such  Court.  It  was  composed 
of  the  officiating  Judge-Advocate  and  six  officers  of  his  Majesty's 
New  South  Wales  Corps,  the  King's  ships  being  at  this  time  absent 
opon  service.  The  Court  set  several  days,  and  it  gives  me  extreme 
concern  to  say  that  the  result  of  the  trials  was  that  no  less  than 
®gfat  persons  were  capitally  convicted  upon  the  strongest  evidence,  conviction 
Of  that  number,  one  was  for  a  most  shocking  murder,  and  seven  [Jjences^* 
for  robbing  the  public  provision-stores,  a  practice  which  it  appears 
"^  been  long  carried  on,  and  which  is  of  the  most  senous  conse- 
quence to  the  settlement,  particularly  when  we  consider  that  two 
of  this  number  were  centinals  upon  duty,  and  had  the  charge  of 
t^Ktee  very  stores.  One  man  has  been  convicted  of  manslaughter, 
^d  several  acquitted,  of  whom  two  were  accus'd  of  a  most  bar- 
•^^us  murder,  but  altho'  there  was  the  strongest  presumptive, 
^e  legal  proof  was  not  full. 

Had  the  robberys  which  have  been  committed  on  tlie  pro-  Robbing 
^*on  stores  happened  during  a  time  of  scarsity  we  shou'cl  liave  ^**^  ^^'^' 
'«It  the  less  surprise,  but  we  are,  my  Lord,  upon  a  full  and  ample 
^tion. 

Here  again,  my  Lord,  I  cannot  help  recurring  with  concern  to 
^he  licentiousness  and  confusion  which  I  have  had  occasion  so 
%equently  to  notice,  to  which  your  Grace  will  no  doubt  be  tir'd 
"Vith  having  your  attention  so  frequently  dmwn,  and  which  I  liave 
^ready  said  appeared  to  me  to  have  been  occasion'd  by  too  great  Conflicting 
^n  attention  to  private  considerations  and  too  little  to  public.        mteresta. 

In  my  endeavours  to  get  tlie  better  of  that,  and  to  introduce 
"V^hat  I  conceive  to  be  more  immediat'ly  necessaiy  to  the  welfare 

'*  Ante,  pp.  174-177. 


184  HISTOBICAL  KECOKDS  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

1796      of  the  public  service  here,  I  may  have  already  incurr'd  the  censure 

X  Dec.      o^  some,  but  it  is  those  only  whose  private  views  and  interest  have 

been  effected  by  my  endeavours,  and,  consequently,  of  little  moment ; 

nor  shall  it  relax  my  exertions  in  correcting  those  evils  which  have 

so  often  occasioned  the  shocking  examples  I  have  now  mentioned. 

I  have,  &c., 

Jko.  Hunter. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Johnson  to  the  Society  for  the 
Propagation  op  the  Gospel. 

Sydney,  1st  December,  1796. 

Extract  from  the  Journal  of  S.P.G.: — At  a  meeting  held  on  18th 
May,  1798,  a  letter  was  read  from  the  Rev'd  Mr.  Johnson,  dated 
Sydney,  South  Wales,  December  1, 1796,  in  which  he  acknowledges 
the  secretary's  obliging  letter  of  the  9th  ojf  November,  1 795,  and  says 
that  he  shall  pay  to  Wm.  Richardson  and  Wm.  Webster  the  sum  of 
School-        ten  pounds  each,  agreeably  to  the  Society's  instructions,  and  for  the 
mastew.       ^^^^  mentioned.     To  the  former  he  could  wish  the  same  to  be 
continued,  being  fully  persuaded  that  his  diligent  conduct  merits 
such  indulgence  ;  but  the  latter,  being  too  much  addicted  to 
drinking,  was  led  to  treat  his  scholars  too  severely,  and  his  wife, 
who  had  the  principal  part  in  teaching,  being  dead,  most  of  the 
children  have  been  taken  fix>m  him,  and  several  of  them  sent  to 
First  school  Richardson,  and  as  a  school  has  been  lately  established  at  Parra- 
Pamunatta.  matta,  distant  from  Sydney  nearly  20  miles,  he  submits  it  to  the 
Society  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  appropriate  the  other 
£10  a  year  to  the  master  of  that  school.     The  Revd.  Mr.  Marsden 
resides  there,  and,  he  believes,  will  use  his  best  endeavors  to 
forward  the  Society's  good  intentions.     It  is  likewise  in  contem- 
Anorohan-  plation  .to  have  an  orphan  school  as  soon  as  a  building  for  the 
purpose  can  be  erected  ;  or,  when  a  church  is  built,  the  temporary 
one  now  used  for  public  worship  may  answer.     It  is  much  to  be 
wished,  he  says,  that  such  a  school  had  been  already  established, 
as  the  principal  hopes  are  from  the  rising  generation.     The  miser- 
able wretches  sent  out  to  that  country  being  lost  to  all  sense  of 
The  Tinng    virtue  and  religion,  as  long  as  their  o&pring  continue  with  them, 
genera  ion.    j^^  fears  every  means  used  for  their  instruction  will  be  inefiectual. 
Tlie  present  Governor  much  wishes  for  an  institution,  but  owing 
to  the  number  of  engagements  of  a  public  nature,  little  can  be 
done  at  present.     In  his  next  letter  he  will  endeavor  to  send  a 
particular  account  of  the  number  of  schools,  and  the  children  of 
age  to  be  taught.     That  he  has  applied  to  the  Society  for  Pro- 
Books  moting  Christian  Knowledge  for  some  books  for  the  children,  and, 
wanted.       j£  granted,  would  wish  that  leave  might  be  obtained  from  Govern- 
ment for  the  case  to  l^e  received  on  board ;  otherwise,  the  freight 
will  come  very  dear. 
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Government  and  General  Order.  1790 

3rd  December,  1796.  3  Dec. 

Parole — Chearfulness.  Countersign — Temperence. 

A  General  Muster  of  all  the  male  inhabitants  is  intended  to  take  a  general 
plaoe  in  each  of  the  districts  of  Sydney,  Parramatta,  and  Hawkes-  "^ 
bnry, on  Friday  and  Saturday,  the  IGth and  17th  instant;  and  in 
order  to  prevent  the  dwellings  or  farms  of  the  diflerent  settlers 
from  being  left  without  proper  protection,  it  is  intended  that  on 
Friday  the  servants  and  labouring  people  generally  shall  be  called, 
and  the  settlers  wilL  remain  on  their  farms ;  but  on  Saturday  th(^ 
settlers  will  be  mustered,  and  they  will  leave  proper  persons  in  the 
care  of  their  concerns.      The  Governor  having  taken  this  method 
of  directing  the  muster  for  the  security  of  the  property  of  the 
inhabitants  in  general,  he  expects  that  every  person  will  strictly  a  full 
attend,  agreeable  to  the  above  direction,  unless  prevented  by  sick-  JSj^Jir^.*"® 
neas  or  some  sufficient  cause,  of  which  proper  notice  is  to  be  sent. 
All  settlers  and  all  men  employed  by  them,  as  well  as  those  em- 
ployed by  officers,  whether  on  or  off  the  store,  are  strictly  directed 
to  appear. 

N.B. — The  settlers  who  reside  at  Kissing  Point,  Lane  Cove,  The  out- 
Bolanaming,  and  Liberty  Plains  will  attend  at  Sydney  ;  those  at  districts. 
the  Field  of  Mars  and  districts  adjacent  will  be  mustered  at  Parra- 
^tta ;  and  those  on  or  near  the  banks  of  the  Hawkesbury  at  that 
place. 

All  constables  and  other  persons  holding  situations  which  may 

P^e  them  influence  or  authority  are  inform'd  by  the  Governor 

^t  they  cannot  give  him  a  more  convincing  proof  of  their  regard 

for  good  order  and  the  general  happiness  of  the  settlement  than 

^  exerting  themselves  to  comj)el  a  rigid  obedience  to  all  Public 

^^ers.  Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

12th  December,  1796.  12  Dec. 

.  Parole — Happiness.  Countersign — Contentment. 

•"•^E  proofs  we  have  so  recently  had  of  the  danger  attending  too 
?''^«tt  an  indulfi^ence  in  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors,  or  in  those  evil  i»temi>cr- 
*^*>it8  which  are  so  strictly  forbidden  and  i)rovided  against  by 
^^  wisdom  of  our  excellent  laws,  are  so  truly  melancholy  that  we 
woti>(j  willingly  and  anxiously  hope  such  distressing  examples  might 
^^cile  up  in  the  mind  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony  some  sparks 
^   J^flection  and  remorse.     It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  the 
''jj^ortunate  desire  of  gratifying  to  excess  in  the  use  of  spirits 
^Vild  prevail  in  this  country  to  so  extraordinary  and  so  certainly 
^^ous  a  length  as  we  have  had  but  too  frequently  occasion  Uj 
?^ice.     That  destructive  article  has  generally  been  found  to  have 
Jlp^^  the  original  cause  of  most  of  the  shocking  outrages  against  Tiie  cause 
^  peace,  the  laws,  and  the  regulations  of  the  colony,  which  liave  ^'  ^"'"^* 
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80  frequently  been  experienced,  a  oolonj  in  which  it  i&  in  the  power 
of  every  well-dispos'd  and  industrious  person  to  live  in  happiness 
and  comfort. 

Drinking  to  excess  it  is  well  known  have  occasioned  several  most 
horrid  and  barbarous  murders.  The  robberies  which  have  so  lately 
been  committed  upon  the  public  provision  stores,  as  well  as  upon 
the  inhabitants  [sic]  of  private  persons,  it  is  also  well  known  could 
not  proceed  from  a  want  of  sufficiency  of  food,  because  our  ration 
is  full  and  ample — much  more  abundant  than  many  of  our  morp 
deserving  friends  enjoy  at  this  time  in  our  mother  country.  No^ 
they  have  proceeded  from  a  desire  of  possessing,  by  any  means, 
those  articles  with  which  they  might  be  able  to  procure  spirits^ 
that  source  of  the  misfortunes  of  all  those  whom  the  laws  of  their 
country,  and  the  justice  due  to  others,  have  launched  into  eternity, 
surrounded  with  the  crimes  of  an  illspent  life.  The  Governor  has 
thought  proper  thus  publickly  to  express  his  earnest  hope  that  a 
recollection  of  the  crimes  which  have  so  lately  been  committed  here 
will  not  be  forgotten,  or  cease  with  the  breath  of  the  criminab 
who  have  suffered,  but  rather  that  those  unhappy  men  will  be 
remember'd  and  deplor'd  by  their  friends,  and  that  the  calling  to 
mind  their  melancholy  fate  will  operate  as  a  stimulus  to  good  and 
virtuous  actions  in  those  they  have  left  behind,  and  to  a  proper 
respect  for  the  laws  and  regulations  which  have  been  established 
for  the  general  good  and  the  mutual  happiness  of  the  whole  society. 

Jno.  Hunter. 


21  Dec 


Wheat 
received  by 
settlers  from 
tlie  store. 


Ancoual 
quantity  to 
be  returned. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

21st  December,  1796. 
Parole — Honesty.  Countersign — Industry. 

Many  of  the  settlers  and  others  who  have  ground  in  cultivation 
having  been,  at  their  own  solicitation,  suppli^  at  the  proper  season 
from  the  Government  store  with  wheat  and  Indian  corn  for  crop- 
ping their  grounds,  for  which  they  have  given  receipts  and  a 
promise  that  such  debt  should  be  paid  out  of  the  ensuing  crops  as 
soon  as  taken  off  the  ground,  it  is  now  expected  that  they  do 
pay  into  the  public  store,  as  their  crops  are  gathered,  the  quantity 
for  which  they  have  given  their  receipts,  before  they  discharge  any 
other  debts  they  may  have  contracted. 

No  grain  will  be  received  into  his  Majesty's  stores  until  those 
debts  have  been  collected ;  and  if  any  unnecessary  delay  is  made 
in  the  discharge  of  them,  such  steps  as  the  law  provides  in  such 
cases  will  be  immediately  followed,  and  the  person  who  shall 
attempt  any  evasion  shall  be  particularly  mark'd  as  unworthy  any 
encouragement  hereafter.  It  may  be  necessary  here  to  mention 
that  shou'd  any  of  those  persons  who  are  in  this  way  indebted  to 
Government  have  sold  or  made  over  their  farms  to  any  other 
since  the  time  of  having  borrowed  grain  from  the  public  store  for 
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cropping  it,  sach  farm  will  be  considered  responsible  for  such  debt, 
whoever  may  possess  it,  and  it  is  expected  it  be  forthwith  dis- 
duu^d  out  of  the  first  of  the  present  crop.  Jxo.  Huxter. 


1790 

21  Dec 


22  Dec. 


QOYEBNXBNT  AND   GENERAL   OrDER. 

22nd  December,  1796. 
Parole — Healthy.  Countersign — Cleanly. 

On  Saturday  next,  the  24th,  the  Commissary  will  begin  to  serve  ^^^JJ'^^JIj 
tbe  following  proportion  of  slops  to  those  who  are  entitled  to  from  the 
doithing  from  the  public  stores  : — 


to 


store. 


To  Men. 
IJMket 
1  wairtcoat 

1  p*r  breeches 
2shirU 

2  p'r  stock'gs 
Ibatt 

1  woolen  cap 
1  p'r  shoes 
}  lb.  thread 


To  Women. 
1  jacket 

1  pettycoat 

2  shifts 

2  p'r  Btockin^ 
1  handkerchief 
1  cap 

1  pV  shoes 
1  hatt 


To  Children. 
1  p'r  small  blankets 
1^  yard  flannel 
3  yards  linnen 
6    do.    tape 
1  lb.  soap 
i  lb.  thread. 


i  lb.  thread 
1  cake  of  soap 

The  Gk)yemor  hopes  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  put  those  who 

^J^  to  receive  slops  in  mind  that  if  any  shall  presume  to  sell  those  Not  to  be 

Articles  which  they  have  some  time  felt  the  inconvenience  of  being     ^ 

without,  and  which  will  be  direct  disobedience  of  former  Orders, 

bot.h  the  buyer  and  seller  will  subject  themselves  to  such  punish- 

'"^^xit  as  the  nature  of  the  offence  may  deserve. 

Jxo.  Hunter. 
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Bank. 


Name. 


Date. 


-o-CoLComm. 


untenant 


'lain 
blatant.. 


Fiancis  Oroee  

William  Patenon 

Joseph  Foveaux 

Qeorge  Johnstone 

John  M'Arthur        

John  Townson         

Edward  Abbott       

Jc^n  Tho.  Prentice 

William  Beckwith 

Thomas  Rowley 

William  Cumn^gs 

John  Clepbane        

John  Piper 

NeilM*Kellar  

James  Hunt  Lucas 

lliomas  Davis         

Antb.  Fenn  Kemp  . . 

Williaro  Patullo       

John  Brabyn . . 

William  Moure        

Thomas  Layoock 

James  Bain 

Thomas  Rowley 

Thomas  Laycook 

John  Harris 


15  July, 

4  Nov., 
0  Apr., 

25  Sept., 

6Mav, 

ao. 

11  Nov. 

0  Apr, 

do. 

do. 

25  June, 
6  Mav, 

dO' 
11  Nov. 

16  May, 
28  June, 
24  July 
15  Jan., 

6  May, 

7  do. 
30  Dec. 

5  June, 
5  June, 
5  Jan., 

26  Jan., 


1795 
17»5 
1791 
1792 
1795 


1791 


1793 
1796 


1792 
1793 

1794 
1796 


1789 
1789 
1791 
1791 


New  South 
Wales  Corps. 


I8S  HISTOBICAL  RECORDS   OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

1T97  Government  and  General  Order. 

11  Jan.  1 1  th  January,  1 7  97. 

Parole — Edinburgh .  Countersign — Glasgow. 

State  of  the  TuE  necessity  of  having  the  roads  between  the  different  Eettle- 
"^  ments  in  this  colony  made  easy  and  convenient  for  travelling* 

being  obvious  to  every  inhabitant,  the  Governor  has  considered  it 
necessary  to  issue  the  following  Order  for  having  them  put  in  good 
and  perfect  condition  as  early  as  possible  : — All  officers  who  have 
farms  are  to  furnish  two  men  for  three  days  in  the  week,  to  be 
employed  on  the  above  sei-vice  ;  and  all  superintendants,  store- 
JjiJ^^'idLi  ^®®P^™»  ^^^  persons  of  that  description,  one  man.     Every  settler 
by  officers     IS  either  to  furnish  a  man  or  to  contribute  his  own  labor  for  the 
andsettiere.  game  time.     The  particular  days  of  labor  will  be  settled  by  the 
Justices  of  the  Peace  and  surveyor,  and  are  to  be  continued  until 
the  whole  work  is  complete.     There  being  at  this  time  a  scarcity 
of  tools  in  the  public  stores,  it  is  expected  that  the  persons  above- 
mentioned  do  furnish  such  implements  as  may  bo  necessary  for 
employing  the  people  they  send,  spades  excepted,  a  few  of  which 
Government  will  endeavour  to  provide. 
^gj^8         The  Surveyor-General  will  have  directions  to  measure  out  the 
wide.  road,  which  is  to  be  20  feet  wide.    The  people  who  are  to  be  thus 

employed  are  to  be  in  readiness  and  to  put  themselves  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Alt  on  Monday,  23rd  instant. 

The  people  sent  upon  this  service  by  the  officers  at  Sydney,  by 
the  settlers  at  Kissing  Point,!  Concord,  Liberty  Plains,  and  Bula- 
namingjj  are  to  complete  the  road  from  Sydney  to  Duck  River; 
and  those  at  Parramatta,  Prospect  Hill,  Field  of  Mars,  Ponds, 
Northern  Boundaries,  and  Hawkesbury  are  to  attend  to  the  road 
of^iabo"  from  Duck  River  to  the  Hawkesbury.  The  people  from  the 
latter  place  are  to  begin  their  repairs  from  their  own  neighbour- 
hood, and  to  continue  them  for  two-thirds  of  the  way  to  Parramatta, 
and  they  will  be  directed  in  their  work  by  Mr.  Grimes,  who  will 
also  direct  those  who  are  to  be  employed  from  the  Parramatta  side 
of  the  Duck  River  until  they  meet  those  from  the  Hawkesbury. 

The  road  from  Sydney  to  Pairamatta  is  to  enter  the  latter 
place  where  it  now  does,  in  the  center  of  the  main  street.  The 
laborers  are  to  continue  at  their  work  eight  hours  each  working- 
day.g  Jno.  Hunter. 

*  Hanter  spoke  from  experience.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  previous  month,  acccoD- 
panied  by  a  party  of  officers,  he  had  ascended  the  Hawkesbury  River  as  far  as  Richmond 
Hill,  and  had  returned  to  Sydney  overland  via  Toongabbic  and  Parramatta. 

t  The  origin  of  the  name  Kissing  Point  is  uncertain.  The  popular  explanation  is  that  the 
Governor  on  landing  there  kissed  his  wife.  But  this,  in  so  far  as  Philup  ard  his  sucoetsor 
Hunter  are  concerned  is  refuted  by  the  fact  that  Phillip's  wife  did  not  accompany  him  to  the 
colony,  and  that  Hunter  was  a  single  man. 

t  The  district  of  Bulanaming  lay  between  Petersham  and  the  northern  bank  of  Cook's 
River. 

9  Collins  (vol.  ii,  p.  10)  states  that  this  order  was  occasioned  by  the  weakness  of  the 
public  gangs.  Towards  the  end  of  Februar>-  the  officers  and  settlers  were  informed  that  the 
road-making  could  be  suspended  while  their  grounds  were  being  prepared  for  the  then 
ensuing  season.— Post,  p.  192. 
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Government  and  General  Order.  1797 

13th  January,  1797.  isjan. 

Parole — Mars.  Countersign — Jupiter. 

Many  applications  having  been  made  to  the  Governor  by  people  Cortiflcate« 
who  say  their  time  of  servitude  in  this  country  is  expired,  and  **'  ''*«*^<^' 
as  it  Is  extremely  inconvenient  when  employ 'd  on  other  public 
concerns  to  have  the  time  of  business  broke  in  upon  by  every 
single  individual  who  may  be  desirous  of  receiving  information 
relative  to  the  expiration  of  his  time,  the  Governor  has  jud*d  it 
proper  to  have  fix*d  times  for  such  inquirys,  and  does  therefore 
give  this  notice,  that  February  the  1 5th  will  be  the  first  day  on 
which  certificates  will  be  granted  to  those  who  appear  on  the 
lists  of  the  ships  they  come  out  with,  to  be  regularly  intitled  to 

them.  X        TT 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

14th  January,  1797.  HJaii. 

Parole — Establish.  Countersign — Wages. 

Maxy  settlers  in  different  parts  of  the  colony  having  represented  The  labour 
to  the  Governor  that  the  wages  demanded  by  the  free  laboring  "^^^  ^^ 
people  whom  they  have  frequent  occasion  to  hire  is  so  excessively 
exorbitant  that  it  runs  away  with  the  greatest  part  of  the  profits 
of  their  farms,  and  have  solicited  that  his  Excellency  would  take 
some  effectual  steps  for  their  relief  in  this  particular  :  It  is  there- 
fore the  Governor's  desire  that  the  settlers  in  each  district  do 
appoint  amongst  themselves  quarterly  meetings  for  the  purpose  of 
settleing  the  rate  of  wages  to  laborers  or  others  whom  they  have  sctuing  the 
^^^^casion  to  hire :  that  an  aajreement  for  this  purpose  be  drawn  ^^  ®' 
J'P  in  writing,  to  which  each  settler  in  the  district  is  to  subscribe 
^*  name ;  that  a  penalty  for  any  breach  of  this  written  agree- 
^®*it  be  fix'd  by  the  general  opinion,  and  inserted  in  the  writing, 
and  which  in  case  of  forfeiture  will  be  recover'd  by  a  Civil  Court ; 
jj^t  they  resolve  together  for  what  purpose  such  forfeitures  shall 
^ppl/d  for  the  general  benefit  of  their  own  district. 

•*^hey  are  to  transmit  to  head-quarters  a  copy  of  their  agreement 
.^^  the  rate  of  wages  they  have  or  may  from  time  to  time  establish, 
^^  the  Governor's  information. 

The  Governor  advises  the  settlers  to  fix  the  time  of  their  first 
.  ^^ting  as  early  as  possible,  to  prevent  their  being  any  longer 
^^Pos'd  upon.* 

^is  Excellency  takes  this  opportunity  of  informing  the  settlers  Payment 
^^^^rally  that  as  soon  as  the  repair  of  the  roads  is  completed  diking. 

D^^^e  nies  of  wages  to  be  paid  for  various  descriptions  of  work  were  proclaimed  by 
ci^M^  on  tbe  lOth  March,  1707  (poet,  p.  197),  but  there  is  no  record  of  the  meetings  of 
I^ioyers,  althoogh  they  were  evidently  held. 
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1797      he  will  direct  the  Commissary  to  issue  to  each  a  proportion  of  pro- 

14  Jan.     visions  for  the  number  of  days  they  have  been  employed  on  that 

necessary  work,  or,  if  more  agreeable  to  those  who  are  indebted  to 

Government,  he  will  direct  a  reduction  of  that  debt  in  the  same 

proportion.  Jno.  Huntkb. 


GOVERNMBNT  AND  GENERAL  ObDER. 

20  Jan.  20th  January,  1797. 

Parole — Decision.  Countersign — Judgment. 

The  ration.  Thebb  being  no  pease  remaining  in  the  public  store,  the  Com- 
missary is  desired  to  issue  to  the  military  and  free  people  one  and 
a  half  pound,  and  to  the  convicts  two  pounds  of  wheat,  in  lieu  of 
their  respective  proportions  of  pease. 

A  general  muster  of  the  female  convicts  will  take  place  at 
Sydney,  Parramatta,  and  the  Hawkesbury,  on  Thursday,  the  26th 
inst.,  where  it  is  expected  that  every  one  appear  at  the  victualling- 
store  of  the  district  in  which  they  reside.  And  on  the  following 
Saturday  there  will  be  a  serving  (to  those  who  are  intitled)  of 
such  slop  cloathing  as  the  store  can  at  present  afford  to  them  and 
their  children.  John  Hunter. 


A  general 
muster. 


31  Jan. 


Theloet 
cattle. 


ProvbioDS 

and 

clothing. 


The  Duke  op  Portland  to  Governor  Hunter. 
Sir,  Whitehall,  31st  January,  1797. 

I  have  laid  before  the  King  your  letters,  numbered  6  and 
7,  dated  the  21st  of  Dec..  1795,*  and  received  the  16th  inst. 

It  gives  me  particular  satisfaction  to  find  that  the  doubts  about 
the  cattle  have  been  so  satisfactorily  cleared  up,  and  that  they 
are  at  length  found  in  such  a  state  of  increase  and  security  as 
cannot  fail,  in  addition  to  such  further  supplies  as  you  yourself 
will  be  able  to  procure,  to  give  us  a  reasonable  prospect  of  being 
able  to  supply  the  settlement  with  fresh  provisions  in  a  short 
space  of  time.  The  herd  you  have  found  also  affords  a  very 
satisfactory  piece  of  information,  in  ascertaining  that  the  climate 
is  favourable  to  the  increase  of  the  very  species  of  horned  cattle 
which  you  mean  to  procure  from  the  Cape  of  G<x>d  Hope. 

From  the  very  early  dates  of  your  letters  I  observe  that  you 
could  not  have  received  the  several  cargoes  of  provisions,  clothing, 
and  other  articles  for  the  settlement  which  have  been  shipped  in 
1795  and  1796  in  the  vessels  mentioned  in  the  mai^^f  Altho' 
the  particulars  of  these  cargoes  accompanied  the  ships  respec- 
tively in  which  they  were  sent,  I  take  this  opportunity  of  inclosing 
you  a  general  list  of  all  of  them. 

•  Vol  H.  p.  344. 

t  The  iDMigln  li  Mank. 
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# 


Toa  will  receive  this  letter  by  the  Lady  Shore,  transport,      1797 

^master,  which  carries  out  sixty-six  female  and     3^  j^„ 
two  male  convicts,  a  list  of  which  I  inclose  with  the  original       — 
oontracts  entered  into  by  *the  owner  of  the  shore.  ' 

lady  Shore,  for  their  safe  delivery  in  New  South  Wales,  together 
with  his  Majesty's  Order-in-Council  for  the  transportation  to  New 
Soath  Wales  of  sach  of  the  convicts  whose  sentences  required 
nek  order. 

In  conseqaenoe  of  your  representation  of  the  necessity  of  a 
farther  supply  of  tools  for  clearing  and  cultivating  the  ground,  Tooif. 
and  of  iron  and  steel,  the  Lady  Shore  carries  out  the  articles 
mentioned  in  list  Na  2  ;  and  I  particularly  wish  to  point  your 
attention  to  a  careful  and  provident  disposal  of  tliem  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Crown  and  the  good  of  the  settlement. 

In  cases  where  articles  of  husbandry  are  wanted  by  settlers  settlers 
cultivating  lands  on  their  own  account,  and  in  a  situation  to  too^fnkimi. 
render  an  equivalent  for  them,  either  in  the  produce  of  their 
iwins  or  in  bestowing  a  certain  portion  of  their  labour  on  the 
lands  cultivated  for  the  Crown,  such  an  equivalent  in  grain  or 
labour,  it  m  conceived,  may  be  reasonably  required  of  them. 

The  Patent  authorizing  the  establishment  of  a  Criminal  Court  a  legal 
of  Judicature  in  Norfolk  Island  was  sent  out  in  the  Marquis 
Cornwallis,  which  sailed  from  Cork  on  the  7th  August,  1795,  and 
^berefore  could  not  be  reasonably  expected  to  have  reached  Port 
Jackson  the  21st  Deer,  following,  which  is  the  date  of  your  last 
letters.  I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  it,  attested  by  the 
Qerk  of  the  Crown. 

It  is  almost  unnecessary  for  me  to  request  your  attention  to  the 

leaving  of  coarse  cloth.    From  the  samples  which  have  been  sent  weaving. 

*^ere,  especially  those  from  Norfolk  Island,  it  is  evident  that  a  con- 

^derable  progress  ipay  soon  be  made  in  the  manufacture  of  this 

'Article,  and  you  will  have  received  by  the  Indispensable,  transport, 

^n  assortment  of  articles  proper  for  weaving  coarse  cloth. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  answering  both  your  letters,  separate, 
>«lative  to  Mr.  Balmain  and  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson. 

With  respect  to  the  leave  of  absence  requested  by  Mr.  Balmain,  Leave  of 
^howill  have  received  the  appointment  of  Chief  Surgeon,  in  the  J^jJ^^J^pbv 
"room  of  Mr.  White,  it  must  entirely  depend  on  the  degree  of  surgeon 
medical  assistance  required  in  the  settlement,  of  which  you,  and 
jou  only,  can  be  a  competent  judge.     If,  in  your  opinion,  the 
^tfsistant  sui^geons  who  have  been  sent  from  hence  are  sufficient  to 
<k)  the  medical  duties  of  the  settlement  during  the  temporaiy 
absence  of  Mr.  Balmain,  you  are  hereby  authorized  to  comply 
with  his  request ;  but  it  should  previously  be  clearly  and  dis- 

*  Blaoks  in  the  manuicripU.  Captain  Willcoclcs  was  in  command  of  the  vessel :  he  was 
UBed  by  the  mntSoMn,— Foat,  ppi  902,  908.  Jud«re-Advocate  Dore  states  that  Willcocks 
vas  maatfrand  oimer  of  Mm  Lady  Shore.— Poit,  p.  356. 
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1797      tinctly  understood  between  you  and  Mr.  B.  that  he  is  expected 

31  Jan.     ^  return  within  such  reasonable  time  as  you  shall  be  of  opinion 

is  necessary  for  the  public  service. 

Cost  of  If  you  are  satisfied  that  Mr.  Johnson's  account  of  the  expences 

ch^'hr'*     he  has  incurred  in  the  erection  of  a  temporary  place  of  worship  is 

correct,  I  see  no  objection  to  your  disbursing  him  the  amount  by 

a  bill  on  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury.* 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  the  indisposition  of  Lieutenant-Governor 
King.  I  trust  it  may  be  but  temporary,  as  I  have  every  reason 
to  be  satisfied  with  his  conduct. 

Mr.  Crofton,  an  ensign  in  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  takes 
his  passage  in  the  vessel  which  carries  out  this  dispatch. 

Portland. 

[Enclosure.] 

Under  Secretary  Kino  to  The  Transit  Commissioners. 
iFeb.  Gentlemen,  Whitehall,  1st  February,  1797. 

1  am  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  desire  that  you 
Agricxiitural  will  provide  and  ship  on  board  the  Lady  Shore,  transport^  about 

'  to  sail  to  New  South  Wales,  the  undermentioned  articles,  to  be 
consigned  to  Governor  Hunter,  for  the  use  of  his  Majesty's  settle- 
ment. His  Grace  will  communicate  the  contents  of  this  letter  to 
the  Lords  of  the  Treasury.  I  am,  &c., 

J.  King. 

LiST.t 

500  sickles,  plain,  without  teeth. 
,,   scythe  blades. 

,,    axes'  heads,  fit  for  clearing  ground. 
,,   pickaxes'  heads,  for         ,, 
,,   spades,  for  digging,  without  handles. 

2  tons  of  rod  iron  (for  nails),  and  bar  iron  of  different  sizes, 
i  ton  of  plate  iron. 

,,    of  steel. 

J.K. 

Government  and  General  Order. 
i:»Feb.  15th  February,  1797. 

Parole — Middlesex.  Counteraign — London. 

Repairing  As  the  settlers,  ofiicers'  servants,  and  others  who  are  at  this  time 
employed  in  repairing  and  improving  the  roads  between  the  different 
parts  of  the  settlement  will  be  wanted  to  prepare  their  respective 
grounds  which  are  intended  for  seed  the  ensuing  season,  the 
Governor  gives  this  public  notice  that  after  the  work  for  the  next 
week  is  completed  he  will  not  require  that  attendance  on  the  roads 
untill  their  grounds  are  finished  cropping,  when  he  hopes  aod 
expects  that  they  will  readily  come  forward  and  finish  what  they 
have  so  well  begun. 

*  This  requeRt  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson  in  December,  1795.— Vol.  ii,  pp.  8*1,  Stf- 
t  This  is  Uie  list  No.  2  referred  to  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  on  the  previoos  page. 
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The  constables  of  the  different  districts  are  desired  to  give  in  to      1707 
the  nearest  magistrate  a  list  of  the  settlers  who  may  have  either     15  pcb. 
been  employed  themselves  in  the  above  necessary  work,  or  who 
have  sent  a  man  upon  that  duty,  together  with  the  number  of  days 
they  have  been  so  employ'd,  in  order  that  the  Commissary  may 
receive  directions  to  supply  them  with  so  many  days'  provisions. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Under  Secretary  Lewis  to  Under  Secretary  King. 
Sir,  War  Office,  16th  February,  1797.         wFeb. 

There  beine  at  this  time  in  the  Savoy  prison  six  soldiers  Pruonen  as 
who  have  been  ordered  by  his  Majesty  to  serve  for  life  in  a  regiment  '^"""* 
stationed  in  New  South  Wales,  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  at 
War  to  enquire  whether  these  men  (with  four  women  and  two 
diildren),  together  with  a  proper  escort,  amounting  in  all  to  about 
twenty  soldiers,  can  be  received  on  board  the  transport  which  Mr. 
Wmdham  understands  is  on  the  point  of  sailing  from  the  river  for 
that  settlement.* 

As  there  are  about  fifty  more  recruits  at  Chatham  for  the  same 
destination,  it  will  be  very  desirable  that  they  also  should  obtain 
&  passage  by  the  same  conveyance.  I  am,  &c,, 

M.  Lewis. 

Under  Secretary  King  to  Transport  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen,  Whitehall,  17th  February,  1797.         HFeb. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  desire  that  you  victualling 
^ill  take  the  necessary  steps  to  provide  for  the  victualling  of  the  '^c"^"* 
seventy  recruits  for  the  New  South  Wales  Regiment,  about  to 
embark  on  board  the  Lady  Shore,  transport,  during  their  passage. 

I  am,  &c., 
J.  King. 

The  Duke  op  Portland  to  Governor  Hunter. 
Sir,  Downing-street,  22nd  February,  1797.         22  Feb. 

By  the  within  communicationf  to  me  from   his   Royal  Augnienta- 
Higlness  the  Duke  of  York,  you  will  see  that  it  is  his  Majesty's  New?k>uth 
^nimands  that  the  New  South  Wales  Regiment  should  be  forth-  WaiesCorpe. 
^^  augmented  to  ten  companies  of  eighty-five  rank  and  file  each. 
^^^  will  therefore  immediately  communicate  with  Major  Paterson 
^  this  subject,  and  concert  with  him  the  best  means  of  carrying 
p  Majesty's  commands  into  effect  with  all  possible  expedition. 
^  Order  to  facilitate  the  speedy  completion  of  the  regiment  to  the 
^oove  establishment,  you  will,  in  addition  to  such  individuals  as 
^1  be  willing  to  inlist,  and  who  are  not  otherwise  employed  or 

JQ  Jp^  tnuisport  here  referred  to  was  doubtless  the  Lady  Shore,  which  sailed  from  England 
A^y  following,  and  was  seized  by  the  soldiers.— Post,  p.  391  et  aeq.,  413  et  seq. 
'  •Oie  Duke  oCYotIk's  letter  is  not  available. 
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1797      engaged  in  the  public  servioe  of  the  aettlemeat^  emancipate  such 
Si  Feb.     convicts  as  are  ready  to  inlist,  and  whose  good  conduct  since  their 
EmandDisto  ^'^^  BhBXL  best  intitle  them  to  such  an  indulgence.     Four  com- 
as Boidien.    panics  of  the  regiment,  to  be  augmented  to  the  above  establishment 
of  eighty-five  per  company,  are  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  for 
actual  service'^  under  the  command  of  Major  Paterson,  who  will 
receive  the  necessary  directions  for  that  purpose,  on  the  arrival  at 
the  settlement  of  a  naval  force,  which  will  have  orders  to  receive 
Major  Paterson  and  the  detachment  on  board. 

Seventy  recruits  and  three  subaltern  officers  will  arrive  in  the 
Lftdy  Shore. 
Food  for  the  As  it  is  probable  that  flour  or  wheat  may  be  wanted  on  this 
^  occasion  towards  supplying  the  armament  which  will  arrive  at  the 
settlement,  you  will  not  fail  to  furnish  them  with  such  quantities 
as  can  be  spared  without  causing  a  scarcity  of  those  articles,  or 
rendering  it  necessary  to  send  any  more  flour  from  hence  to  the 
setUement,  which  must  be  particularly  guarded  against 

Ten  companies  at  86  R.  and  F.  per  company 850 

A  detachment  of  4  companies  of  85  per  company,  to  hold  them- 

selves  in  readiness  under  Major  Paterson 340 

Will  remain  in  the  settlement 510 

Portland. 

The  Hok.  W.  Wikpham  to  The  Patmaster-Oehkral. 
a*  Feb.         Gentlemen,  War  Office,  24th  Februaiy,  1797. 

Augmenta-  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  his  Majesty  has  been 

South  Wa?e8  pleased  to  direct  that  the  N.  S.  Wales  Corps  of  F't,  oommis'd  by 
Corps.  Lieut.-Col.  Fras.  Grose,  should  be  augmented  by  the  addition  of 
1  capt,  1  rt,  1  ens'n,  1  assistant  surgeon,  13  serg'ts,  23  oorp'ls,  2 
drum'rs,  find  197  p.  men,  so  as  to  consist  of  the  numbers  specified 
in  the  annexed  state ;  and  that  the  said  augm'n  sh'd  take  place 
on  the  estab'ment  from  the  24th  ins't  inclusive. 

I  have,  dbc., 

W.    WlKDHAM. 

Establiih-     EsTABLiSHMEKT  of  the  N.S.  Waies  CorpB  of  Foot,  from  24th  Feb^f  1797, 
n^nt  of  the  inclnsive— Ten  Companies. 

1  It. -col.  comm'ant  and  captain  1  surgeon 

2  majors  and  captains  .  2  assistant  sorgeons 
7  captains                                           42  sergeants 

10  lieutenants  50  corporals 

10  ensigns  20  drummers 

1  chaplain  800  private  men 

1  adjutant  — ^ 

1  quarter-master  948 


*  It  Is  not  known  on  what  wnrioe  these  four  oompuiies  ware  to  be  emplojed.    The  order 
was  countermanded  on  0th  March,  1797.  ^Poet,  p.  196b 
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QCfVKBSmXST  AKD  GENERAL   OrDER.  1797 

27th  February,  1797.         iTFab. 
Parole— Hull.  Countersign — Humber. 

The  repeated  Orders  which  have  been  given  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Sydney  relative  to  the  ringing  and  yoking  of  hogs  9jjSf" 
hefore  they  permit  them  to  run  so  much  at  large,  and  the  little 
attention  which  daily  experience  shows  has  been  paid  to  these 
different  Orders,  as  well  by  the  numbers  which  are  now  seen 
nmmng  about  without  those  checks  to  their  ravages,  as  from  the 
€(Hnplaints  which  have  been  made  of  the  mischiefs  done  to  the 
different  gardens  and  other  inclosures  about  the  town  : 

The  Grovemor  has  come  to  the  resolution  of  taking  some  effectual 
itop  for  preventing  these  mischiefs,  and  has  therefore  issued  this 
Order  as  a  hint  that  he  would  recommend  it  to  those  who  have 
&nns  to  send  their  hogs  thither  immediately,  and  those  who  have 
no&rms  to  provide  a  boy  or  some  person  to  herd  their  stock,  and  Herding 
to  take  care  that  the  directions  formerly  given  on  tliis  subject  be  *^^^ 
strictlj  comply'd  with.  This  advice  the  Governor  has  thought  it 
proper  to  give  before  he  issues  any  other  Order  on  this  occasion, 
^  to  prevent  that  loss  to  individuals  which  it  is  highly  probable 
thejr  will  suffer  if  they  continue  to  think  that  any  inattention  to 
tie  Public  Orders  of  the  colony  wiU  be  suffered  to  pass  -without 
^ce.  Jno.  Hunter. 

The  Duke  op  Portland  to  Governor  Hunter. 
Sir,  WhitehaU,  2nd  March,  1797.  2Mm. 

Since  I  wrote  my  last  letter  to  you  of  the  31st  January* 
^,  I  have  received  and  laid  before  the  King  yours  of  the 
3rd  of  March,  1796.t 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  find  that  your  harvest  has  been  The  harvest. 
^  abundant,  and  I  should  hope  that  until  sufficient  storehouses 
J'^  built  to  receive  the  grain  it  may,  as  is  the  case  in  this  country, 
^  kept  in  stacks,  so  as  to  prevent  any  material  loss. 

The  Lady  Shore  carries  out  all  such  articles  as  you  have  asked  Cjjsfo  of  the 
^^^  in  your  letter  now  before  me,  namely,  tools  and  naval  stores,       ^    ^^^ 
^iiformably  to  the  within  list,  J  with  an  hundred  stand  of  arms  for 
Jl^o  use  of  such  of  the  inhabitants  as  you  shall  judge  proper  to 
^  entrusted  with  them.      I  am  very  sorry  to  obser>'e  that  your 
application  for  these  arms  is  made  upon  account  of  the  disorders 
^^<i  depredations  which  have  been  committed  by  a  ^ang  or  two  of 
^^iditti,  who  have  lately  formed  themselves  in  the  settlement, 
*^^  have  frequently  joined  the  natives  in  plundering  the  defence- 
J^^  settlers.     I  cannot  too  forcibly  impress  upon  you  the  necessity 
^    your  immediately  employing  the  most  \Tigorous  means  for  sup-  SuopressioQ 
P**^ssing  those  gangs,  and  bringing  the  persons  who  shall  be  found  JlnglJjS.* 
^^ilty  of  these  robberies  to  speedy  and  examplary  punishment 


•  Ante,  p.  100.  f  Ante,  pu  80.  t  Not  available. 
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Private 

stills. 


LiBtfl 
of  Irish 
convicts. 


Judge  of  the 
Vice- 
Admiralty 
Court. 


1797  You  must  be  particularly  sensible,  from  the  nature  and  cir- 

2  Mar.      cumstances  of  your  government,  that  nothing  can  endanger  it  so 

much  as  an  idea  of  its  being  possible  that  such  a  banditti  can 

exist  in  it  with  impunity,  or  that  punishment  does  not  tread  upon 

the  heels  of  every  offence. 

You  have  acted  with  great  propriety  in  ordering  the  demolition 
of  stills  for  distilling  spirits,  the  use  of  which  must  be  pernicious 
in  the  extreme,  and  should  be  prohibited  throughout  your  govern- 
ment ;  and  no  attention  or  pains  should  be  spared  to  prevent  and 
guard  against  the  consumption  of  an  article  no  less  destructive  of 
the  minds  than  of  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 

I  have  transmitted  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  that  part 
of  your  letter  which  relates  to  the  careless  manner  in  which  the 
lists  of  the  convicts  have  been  sent  from  thence ;  and  I  have 
given  directions  that  an  account  of  all  the  convicts  who  have 
been  or  shall  be  sent  from  that  kingdom  shall  be  regularly  made 
out,  together  with  the  terms  of  their  transportation  and  the 
assignment  of  their  services. 

I  enclose  you  the  copy*  of  the  Advocate-Generars  opinion 
relative  to  the  difficulties  you  conceive  to  exist  in  convening  a 
Vice- Admiralty  Court.  If  I  find  by  the  enquiry  which  I  have 
directed  to  be  made  that  Col.  Ross  has  not  left  any  person  as  his 
surrogate  in  the  settlement,  I  will  apply  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  to  grant  a  Commission  of  Judge  of  the  Vice- Admiralty 
to  such  person  resident  in  the  settlement  as  you  shall  point  out 
to  me.  Portland. 

The  Eight  Hon.  Henry  Dundas  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

a  Mar.         My  Lord,  Parliament-street,  6th  March,  1797. 

It  having  been  determined  that  the  service  upon  which  it 
was  in  contemplation  to  employ  a  detachment  of  the  corps  at 
present  stationed  in  the  settlement  of  New  South  Wales  should 
not  proceed,  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  acquainting  your 
Grace  with  this  determination,  which  renders  it  necessary  that  I 
should  request  of  your  Grace  to  receive  his  Majesty's  pleasure 
for  countermanding  any  ordersf  which  may  have  been  given  in 
consequence  of  my  letter  of  the  21st  ultimo,  for  augmenting  the 
said  corps,  and  for  holding  a  detachment  thereof  in  readiness  for 
embarkation.  I  have,  <!^c., 

Henry  Dundas. 

Government  and  General  Order. 
10  Mar.  10th  March,  1797. 

At  the  particular  wish  and  desire  of  the  settlers  in  eveiy  part  of 
the  colony,  who  have  long  suffered  themselves  to  be  most  shame- 
fully imposed  on  by  such  people  as  they  have  had  occasion  to  hire 

*  Not  available. 

t  See  Portlaod'a  letter  to  Hunter,  22nd  February,  ante,  p.  19S. 


An  order 
counter- 
manded. 
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to  perform  the  various  kinds  of  labour  which  their  farms  required,      1797 
the  Governor  had  thought  proper,  in  order  to  deliver  them  from     lo  mm. 
a  practice  so  injurious  to  their  industry,  to  direct^  by  an  Order  of       - —  , 
the  14th  of  January  last,*^  that  the  settlers  inhabiting  the  different  charg^es. 
tiitricts  should  call  a  meeting,  and  forward  to  him  their  several 
ofiinions  relative  to  the  rate  of  wages  for  the  different  kinds  of 
kbonr  which  their  farms  might  require,  and  which  they  were  of 
opinion  they  could  reasonably  afford  to  pay. 

His  Excellency  has  therefore,  from  the  rates  delivered  to  him  a  »caie 
from  the  different  districts,  been  enabled  to  fix  a  mean  rate,  which 
lie  conceives  to  be  fair  and  equitable  between  the  farmer  and  the 
Uxmrer,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : — 

Tklling  forest  timber,  per  acre       ...         

IKtto  brush  ground,  per  do. 

Burning  off  open  ground,  per  do 

IKtto  brush  ground,  per  do 

Breaking  up  new  ground,  per  do 

Chipping  fresh  ground,  per  do 

Chipping  in  wheat,  per  do 

Brwking  up  stubble  or  com  ground,  Id.  3  farthings  per 

rod  f  or,  per  acre  ..•         .«.        •«.         ...         .•• 

Planting  Indian  com,  per  acre       

Hilling  ditto,  per  do.  

Heaping  wheat,  per  acre      

Threshing  ditto,  per  bushel 

I^llling  and  husking  Indian  com,  per  do 

Splitting  paling,  7  feet  long,  per  hundred 

Ditto,  5  feet  long,  per  do 

tHtto,  3  feet  long,  per  do 

^wing  plank,  per  hundred  feet    ...         

i>itching,  per  rod,  3  feet  wide  and  3  feet  deep 

Carriage  of  wheat,  per  mile,  per  bushel    ...         

XHtto  Indian  com,  neat,  per  do 

Vearly  wages  for  labour,  with  board        

Wages  per  week,  with  provisions,  consisting  of  4  lb.  of 
salt  pork,  or  6  lb.  of  fresh,  and  21  lb.  of  wheat, 
with  vegetables 

A  day*s  wages,  with  board 

X)itto,  without  board 

iDc,  a  Government  man  allowed  to  officers  or  settlers  in 
their  oi%ii  time    ... 

XVlce  of  an  axe 

^ew  steeling  ditto     

■4*.  Uw«V  Uvw       ■••        #••        «■•        t««        ••■        ••«        ••• 
■4*  B«\^J»&w         •••       •••       ••■       ■••       •••       •••       ••• 

Hire  of  a  boat  to  carry  grain,  per  day      

■It  may  not  be  improper  to  remind  the  settlers  that  in  order  to 
^^Vent  any  kind  of  dispute  between  the  master  and  servant,  when 

*  Ante,  p.  180. 
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1797      they  have  occasion  to  hire  a  man  for  any  length  of  time,  that  they 

10  lUr.     '^^iU  fi^cl  it  highly  proper  and  convenient  to  hire  for  a  quarter,  a 

Advioeto     half-year,  or  year,  and  to  make  their  agreement  in  writing,  from 

empioyen.    which,  should  any  dispute  arise,  a  Bench  of  Magistrates  will  at  all 

times  be  able  to  settle  it^  the  English  law  being  very  full  and 

clear  on  this  subject. 

Jko.  Hunter. 


The  Escape  of  Muib.* 


18  Mar. 


Thomas  Muir,  transported  by  the  British  Government  to  Botany 

Bay,  reached  Cuba  about  the  beginning  of  this  year.  The  vessel 
Theoecape  in  which  he  escaped  carried  him  only  to  Nootka  Sound,  from 
MiS*""*"    whence  he  travelled  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  west  coast  of 

America,  and  reached  Panama,  the  Governor  of  which  shewed 

him  every  civility. 

He  crossed  the  Isthmus  of  Darien,  and  went  in  a  Spanish 
frigate  to  Cuba ;  but  the  Governor  of  that  place  had  received  a 
letter  from  the  Governor  of  PaiMima  expressing  doubts  how  far  it 
was  proper  to  suffer  a  man  of  his  principles  to  be  at  large,  and  he 
is  now  confined  on  the  north  side  of  Cuba  till  a  proper  opportunity 
occurs  of  sending  him  to  Spain,  to  let  the  Spanish  Grovemmeut 
decide  on  his  fate. 


The  War  Office  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Grose. 
Sir,  War  Office,  13th  March,  1797. 

Aogmenta-  I  have  the  honor  to  acqt.  you  that  H.M.  has  thought  fit 

New  South    ^  countermand  the  orders  given  in  my  letter  of  the  241^,  last 
Wales  Corm  month,  for  augmenting  the  troops  under  your  command. 

The  officers  who  have  been  appointed,  in  consequence  of  the 
intended  augmentation,  are  to  be  second  in  their  respective  ranks, 
and  are  to  fall  into  vacancies  in  the  establishment  as  they  shall 
occur.  I  am,  <&c., 

W.  Windham. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

20  Mar.  20th  March,  1 797. 

Parole — Europe.  Countersign — ^Asia. 

interoourBo  As  great  evils  continue  to  be  felt  from  the  frequent  and  unre- 

QODvictfl.      strain'd  passing  and  repassing  of  idle  and  disorderly  persons  from 

one  district  of  the  settlement  to  another,  in  order  to  check  so 

great  a  nuisance  as  much  as  possible,  and  to  break  that  chain 

of  iniquitous   correspondence  which  is  too  frequently  k^t  up 

*  Reprinted  from  the  Oracle  and  Publie  Advertiter  of  13th  March,  1797. 
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through  sach  means,  the  Governor  judges  it  necessary  to  remind      1797 
every  inhabitant  of  the  colony  that  he  issued  an  Order  against     30  n^, 
this  improper  practice  on  the  2nd  of  Octr.,  1795,*  in  which  the       — 
eonstables  and  watchmen  of  the  districts  of  Sydney,  Parramatta,  passport 
Toongabbe^  and  the  Hawkesbury  were  strictly  enjoyn^d  to  examine  ■3'»teni. 
all  male  and  female  convicts,  and  all  suspicious  persons  whom 
ihej  might  find  in  either  settlement  not  belonging  thereto,  and 
were  authorized  to  confine  them  if  not  provided  with  a  written 
pass  signed  by  the  officers  then  authorised  to  give  them ;  as  the 
mne  evils  then  complain'd  of  do  still  prevail,  the  Governor  finds 
it  necessary  to  revive  the  above  Order,  and  to  inform  those  who 
nay  require  passes  that  they  will  receive  them  from  Captain 
Johnston  (the  Govr's  aid-de-camp),  the  officiating  magistrate  of 
Sydney  and  Parramatta,  and  commanding  officer  at  the  Hawkes- 
Iniy.    Officers'  servants  will  receive  them  from  their  respective  offloen* 
narters.    And  it  is  further  ordered,  that  when  the  person  having  ■««'^^*d** 
occadon  for  such  pass  shall  arrive  at  the  place  for  which  he 
neeiy'd  it,  he  is  to  shew  it  immediately  to  the  chief  constable  of 
^  district,  who  will  date  and  countersign  it,  as  a  proof  to  any 
BUigiBtrate  who  may  see  it  that  it  was  presented  upon  arrival. 

Jno.  Hunter. 


CiPTAi2f  James  WillcocksI  to  Under  Secretary  King. 

No.  4,  Old  Broad-street,  Royal  Exchange, 
Sir,  24th  March,  1797.         24  Mar. 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  the  ship  Lady  Shore,  chartered 
^y  Government  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  convicts  and  troops  to 
^ew  South  Wales,  is  now  lying  at  Gravesend,  with  the  female 
fwivicts  on  board,  and  expect  to  receive  the  troops  on  board 
Joimediately.     Finding  there  is  no  surgeon  appointed  to  go  in  a  surgeon 
^6  ship,  or  medicines  yet   provided,   1   think   it  my   duty   to  i^^shore. 
*<5quaint  you  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  for  fear  of  any  fever 
^^&^  in  the  ship  amongst  those  people,  that  medicines  and 
'Oedicai  assistance  should  be  provided  for  so  long  a  voyage,  for 
^^^  welfare  of  the  troops  as  well  as  the  convicts. 

I  have,  *kc., 

James  Willcocks. 

Governor  Hunter's  Warrant  for  Courts-martial. 

George  R.  25  Mar. 

^ereas   an  Act  has  been  made  and  passed  in   this  present  The  Mutiny 
'^^^ion  of  Parliament,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  Punishing  Mutiny  ^^ 
^4  Desertion,  and  for  the  better  Payment  of  the  Army  and 

•  VoL  ii,  p.  828. 

t  Captain  Willcocks  was  master  and  owner  of  the  transport  Lady  Shore. 
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1797  tbeir  Qaarters."*  And  whereas  we  have  this  day  been  pleased  to 
25  Mar.  establish  ALTticles  of  War  for  the  better  government  of  all  our 
forces,  which  Act  of  Parliament  and  Articles  of  War  are  hereunto 
annexed ;  we,  for  the  more  effectually  carrying  the  purposes  of 
the  said  Act  and  Articles  of  War  into  execution  within  the  limits 
of  your  command,  have  thought  fit  to  direct,  and  wo  do  hereby 
Authority  authorize  and  empower  you  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  may 
courS*  require,  to  convene  or  cause  to  be  assembled  General  Courts- 
luartiai.  martial  for  the  trial  and  punishment  of  mutiny  and  desertion,  or 
any  other  offence  committed  against  the  rules  of  military  discipline 
by  any  officers  or  soldiers  of  our  forces  under  your  command. 
And  we  do  hereby  further  empower  you  to  direct  your  warrant 
to  any  officer,  not  under  the  degree  of  a  Field  Officer,  having 
the  command  of  a  body  of  our  said  forces,  authorizing  him  to 
convene  Courts-martial  for  the  trial  of  offences  committed  by 
any  officer  or  soldier  under  his  command,  every  of  which  Court* 
martial  shall  consist  of  a  president  and  of  a  competent  number 
of  other  officers  who  can  be  conveniently  summoned  to  attend  the 
same,  regard  being  always  had,  as  well  in  the  appointment  of  such 
president  as  in  the  rank  and  quality  of  the  other  officers  composing 
such  Courts-martial,  to  the  rules  prescribed  by  the  said  Act  of 
The  ArticiM  Parliament  and  Articles  of  War.  And  we  do  hereby  authorize 
and  empower  such  Courts-martial  to  hear  and  examine  all  such 
matters  and  informations  as  shall  be  brought  before  them  touching 
the  misbehaviour  of  any  commissioned  officer,  non-commissioned 
officer,  or  soldier,  by  mutiny,  desertion,  or  otherwise,  as  aforesaid ; 
and  to  proceed  in  the  trial  of  such  charges,  and  in  giving  sentence 
and  awarding  punishment  according  to  the  powers  and  directions 
contained  in  the  said  Act  of  Parliament  and  Articles  of  War. 
And  we  do  hereby  authorize  and  empower  you,  when  and  as  often 
as  any  sentence  shall  be  given  and  passed  by  a  General  Court* 
martial  legally  constituted  as  aforesaid,  to  cause  such  sentence  to 
i^«  be  put  in  execution,  or  to  suspend,  mitigate,  or  remit  the  same, 

or^iission  as  in  your  discretion  your  shall  see  cause.     And  as  there  may  not 
sentence      ^^  ^^^^  ^*^®  ^®  *  failure  of  justice  from  the  want  of  a  proper 
person  authorized  to  act  as  Judge- Advocate,  we  do  hereby  ftirther 
empower  you,  in  default  of  a  person  appointed  by  us  or  deputed 
by  the  Judge-Advocate-General  of  our  forces,  or  during  the  ill- 
ness or  occasional  absence  of  the  person  so  appointed  or  deputed, 
to  nominate  and  appoint  a  fit  person   from  time  to  time  for 
executing  the  office  of  Judge-Advocate  at  any  such  Court-martial 
for  the  more  orderly  proceedings  of  the  sama     Ajid  for  enforcing 
the  adjudication  or  sentence  of  every  such  Court-martial  we  do 
menfof^      *^^  ^^®  y^^  authority  to  appoint  a  Provost-Martial,  to  use  and 
proTOBt-       exercise  that  office  as  it  is  usually  practised  in  the  Law  Martial. 
Han  lai.       ^^^  ^^^  executing  the  several  powers,  matters,  and  things  herein 
expressed,  these  shall  be,  as  well  to  you  as  to  the  said  Courts- 

«  37  Geo.  lU,  e.  zxxiii. 
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martial  and  all  others  whom  it  may  concern,  a  sufficient  warrant       1707 
Given  at  onr  Court  at  St.  James's,  this  25th  day  of  March,  1797,     26  Mar. 
in  the  thirty-seventh  year  of  our  reign. 

To  om-  trusty  and  well-beloved  John  Hunter,  Esq.,  General 
and  Govemor-in-Chief  in  and  over  our  territory  of  New 
South  Wales;  or,  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  our  forces 
there  for  the  time  being. 

By  his  Majesty's  command, 
Portland. 

The  Hon.  W.  Windham  to  The  Paymaster-General. 
Gentlemen,  War  CMfice,  25th  March,  1797. 

A  detachment  belonging  to  the  corps  serving  in  New 
South  Wales,  consisting  of  the  numbers  specified  in  the  margin,'^  Reinforce- 
having  been  ordered  to  embark  for  that  settlement,  I  have  the  ^^^ 
h<Hior  to  acquaint  you  therewith^  and  to  signify  to  you  the  King's 
pleasure  that  you  do  issue  subsistence  for  the  said  detachment  for 
twelve  months  in  advance.  I  have,  <kc., 

W.  Windham. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

27th  March,  1 797.         S7  Mar. 
Parole — Spain.  Countersign — Portugal. 

The  repeated  Orders  which  have  been  given  for  preventing  the  mis- 
chiefs done  to  the  gardens  and  other  inclosurs  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Sydney,  by  the  hogs  which  have  been  permitted  by  their  owners  to  Dettmctive 
ranloose  without  yokes  or  rings,  having  produced  no  other  effect  than  *"^™*^ 
the  shutting  them  up  for  a  day  or  two,  the  Governor  has  thought 
proper,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  better  of  such  public  nuisance, 
to  direct  that  a  pound  be  erected,  into  which  all  hogs  found  in  the  The  fint 
descriVdy  and  forbidden  in  former  Orders,  will  be  driven,  where,  if  vomiA. 
not  claim'd  in  twenty-four  hours  after  confinement,  and  the  damages 
either  immediately  paid  or  security  given  to  the  sufferer  (exclu- 
sive of  the  expence  of  pounding  and  feeding),  they  will  be  sold  as 
public  property,  and  the  damages  paid  as  far  as  the  value  of  the 
animal  will  ga     All  pigs  which  may  be  too  young  to  ring  or  yoke 
are  not  to  be  suffered  to  go  at  large  ;  if  any  person  or  persons  are 
so  inattentive  to  the  Public  Orders  as  to  suffer  them  to  run  loose 
they  wiU  be  liable  to  the  expence  of  the  damages  they  may  have 
done. 

It  is  necessary  to  add  that  all  hogs  which  may  be  yok'd  and  Hie  penalty, 
ring'd,  if  found  in  any  garden  or  inclosure,  or  doing  mischief  to  the 
concerns  of  the  inhabitants,  will  be  pounded,  and  the  damages 
they  may  have  done  must  be  paid  by  the  owners. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

*  1  adjutant,  3  lerjeanta,  67  private  men. 
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innirarPsnezitB.  I^jm-  :sinma»  -mu  nu  Jiv  in  my  own  opinion 
ion^riar  to  oioic  '^riiicn  nv?  jev  xen  sccied  by  Eiizoi^eazi&  I 
jmy^  liw&ya  aBmnuaed  That  —  iim  .^nmitMi  on  mj  own 
-^xzjtfaift^ifle^  bnr  javp-  j^en  inmiraDLiy  .•ontradicted  except  by  ^joyt. 
P^iiiinst  "ill  ronr  lasr  ikvrrni  jav??  -aken  iway  all  lioabcs  from 
'hi^  3uniifl  jx  diuie  -vou  jave  men  p«rmi£ied  m  ^emae  ckem. 
Yia  jav**  1  'irnaaetrr  'i^aoar^  '"m  Jt  3D  snail  interest.     To  the 


Tiinit  ±  •smnrr  use  rsnearzm^  rrcnn  une  miseries  co  wi 
oniBEB  JT*  -micmmiy  iahjeraii.  tzi  jiiiir  mhilffiies  ir  is  lefk 
za  loaifei  "die  zTsing  ^tace  incu  ji  baoirv  nncioii.  and  I  har^  no 
•ionbii  von  ^ttH  -HEeeii  "^nur  mirDase:.  Sere  nmcrieTS  are  diifiu eiili 
W.$  !uiVJ»  'if  ju3i>^  -leGL  'ao  nmny  svmpiums  of  •iedinin^  ptuspeiiijp 
mac  'jiy  dfei  in  uleumb  wisii  mr  bec&er  Gxmes.  I  keep  vp  mj 
^pirita  md  'duwe  'if  my  uunily  js  weil  js  I  am  able^  but  in  tfnthy 
my  'iesr  sr.  (3>aid  ic  be  'ione  by  Forrnnuicn&'s  wiahing-tmp^  I  have 
r^>  drtnbt  ziiaxi  I  ihoniii  'Hra  iay  remove^  myself  ami  fiumly  ti)  year 
•iTiar>»ra  -uid  4ak  &kr  a  iehec  oc  lami  on  vhn  banks  o£  tbje  Hawks- 
hary.     My  mexc  I  kope.  will  scase  better  hi^pesw 

TLe  recoverr  ii£  vdot  caccle — DJr  I  ci3Pffftft*r  ukem  w  be  recovered 
tfafO  ckey  are  niic  ^sux^kc — a  a  master  «}t  eio  inconsiderable  import- 
anoe  u«>  yoo.  I  aee  the  ftxtore  pn:)specc  *ji  empires  and  dorainroos 
which  iir*w  canniiC  be  doapp^insed.  Who  km}ws  bat  that  T!ngt«nd 
may  revive  in  New  S^ack  WaLes  when  ic  has  sank  in  Earope. 

Whenever  prosperity  retams.  I  ahaH  solicit  the  King  to  estab- 
lish a  botamst  with  yjo.  The  plants  we  have  received,  which 
are  now  tolerably  nameroas.  make  a  most  elegant  addition  to  the 
gardens.  I  trost,  goi^d  air.  that  when  voa  make  voar  excorsioiifl^ 
f^  when  y^ia  send  parties  into  new  districts,  y«xi  will  not  forget  that 
Kew  Garden  is  the  lirst  in  Eorope.  and  that  its  Royal  Master  and 
MLitresB  never  faO  to  receive  personal  satisfaction  from  every  plant 
intrrjdaced  there  from  foreign  parts  when  it  comes  to  perfection. 

Respecting  the  political  state  of  things  here,  it  is  nearly  tbt^ 
ftame  as  when  yoa  left  it.  Kt  rales«  Fox  grambles,  the  Frenct^a. 
>ieat  all  whom  they  attack,  and  the  King  of  Prussia  threatens  allK 
who  a»Ki8t  the  Emperor  The  chief  change  is  made  by  the  deat&a 
of  the  Empress  of  Russia.  The  new  emperor  seems  honest  ax*-^ 
inclined  Uf  peace.  The  best  hope  we  have,  however,  is  that  !*■'• 
will  keep  the  King  of  Prussia  in  some  check.  From  Pniss^^» 
however,  peace  is  to  come  at  last,  for  he  is  the  only  power  situ^^**^ 
ru^r  the  neat  of  war  who  is  not  exhausted.  As  soon  as  it  cot 
you  Hhnll  hear  from  me.  I  am  a  bird  of  peace.  My  business  as 
oncrmrager  of  the  transport  of  plants  from  one  country  to  anoths-' 
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is  Mupended  daring  war,  and  then,  as  I  am  no  politician,  I  am  the      I7f7 
least  employed  when  all  other  people  are  in  hurry  and  bastle.  20  iiar. 

Accept  my  best  thanks  for  the  favor  of  your  correspondence. 
Be  assiued  I  put  a  full  value  upon  the  continuance  of  your  friend- 
ship,  and  believe  me,  as  I  in  truth  am,  with  real  regard  and 
esteem.  Yours,  &c.,        Jos.  Banks. 


TJxDER  Secbetaby  Kino  to  The  Transpobt  Commissionebs. 

Gentlemen,  Whitehall,  2nd  April,  1797.         2  April 

Ensign  Prater,  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  being  under  Enaign 
(cders  to  join  the  said  corps  at  New  South  Wales,  I  am  directed 
by  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  desire  that  you  will  agree  with  the 
eiptain  of  the  Lady  Shore,  transport,  to  convey  Ensign  Prater  to 
New  South  Wales  on  board  that  ship,  if  she  has  not  already  sailed. 

I  am,  <kc.,        J.  King. 

Lettees  fbom  Sydney.* 

London,  8tli  April.         8  AprfU 
The  settlement  of  Sydney  prospers.     They  are  constantly  ex-  promss 
tending  their  boundary  of  cultivation.     Their  last  harvest  has  ^It^Jnent. 
I^een  most  abundant,  and  they  say  they  will  want  nothing  from 
Rirope  but  salt  meat.     They  have  unexpectedly  recovered  a  most 
Enable  prize  of  live  stock.     A  boat's  crew  having  landed  some 
time  ago  in  a  creek  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  Cove 
^search  of  fresh  water,  were  surprised  by  a  voice  in  English, 
directing  them  where  they  might  find  a  spring.     They  found  a 
^vict  man  who  had  run  away  from  the  settlement  five  years 
**fore,  and  resided  with  the  natives  ever  since,  t     They  took  him 
°*ck  to  the  Cove,  but  he  gave  them  the  important  information 
^t  a  number  of  stray  cattle  herded  in  a  valley  near  to  where 
^  was  found.     Five  cows  and  two  bulls  had  strayed  from  the  The  lost 
*6ttlement  in  1788,  and   it  was  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  ^^^* 
'^^ver  them. 

In  consequence,  the  Governor  and  a  select  party  set  out  in 
'^'Mxjh.     After  three  days'  march,  when  halting  during  the  night, 
•*  they  lay  on  the  grass  they  heard  the  bellowing  of  cattle,  and 
*^   the  dawning  of  day  discovered  a  herd  of  bulls  and  cows, 
*^ounting  to  sixty-one  in  number,  a  wonderful  increase  in  eight 
^^^ra.     They  were  extremely  wild  and  vicious.     They  had  taken 
**^^^8ession  of  a  most  fertile  valley,  and  they  seemed  determined  The  oow- 
^  resist  all  invaders.     A  bull,  fierce  and  of  great  size,  made  an  J^lJ^ . 
^^taick  on  the  party  with  such  obstinacy  that  they  were  obliged  Hunter. 
T^  shoot  him.     He  took  six  balls  through  the  body  before  they 
^^irst  approach  him ;  but  in  revenge  they  eat  a  beef-steak  cut 

*  B«printed  from  Saunder^s  New$-LeUery  Wednesday,  12th  April,  1797. 
t  This  man'i  nune  was  Wilson.    Ck)llinB  alludes  to  hun  frequently. 
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1797      from  his  rump  on  the  spot.     The  Governor  woald  not  suffer  them 
8  AprU.     *o  ^  removed  from  the  place  they  had  chosen  for  their  habitation, 
as  a  few  years  will  give  them  a  wonderful  increase ;  but  in  the 
meantime  they  are  carefully  watched. 


11  ApriL 


Public 
bakers. 


14  Aprn. 


The  rate 
of  wages. 


Evading 
an  Order. 


Penalty  for 


diso 


aity 
bedi 


enoe 


Government  and  General  Order. 

11th  April,  1797. 
Parole — Law.  Countersign — Justice. 
Many  complaints  having  been  made,  not  only  of  the  exorbitant 
demands  made  by  the  public  bakers  upon  those  who  are  under  the 
necessity  of  employing  them,  but  of  the  impositions  practised  in  the 
quality  as  well  as  quantity  of  the  bread  returned  in  lieu  of  the 
flour  or  grain  delivered  to  them,  the  Governor  has  directed  that  the 
Judge-Advocate  and  two  other  magistrates  do  hold  a  meeting  for 
the  pui'pose  of  investigating  this  business,  as  well  as  for  examining 
and  regulating  the  weights  and  measures  at  present  in  use  thro'out 
the  colony.  Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

14th  April,  1797. 
Parole— Cropping.  Countersign — Seas6n. 

The  rate  of  wages  for  the  different  kinds  of  labor  having  been 
established  agreeable  to  the  wishes  and  opinions  of  the  settlers  in 
all  the  districts  in  the  colony, '^  it  becomes  necessary  that  the 
strictest  attention  be  paid  by  all  who  are  concerned  in  farming  to 
those  established  rates,  and  no  longer  to  suffer  themselves  to  be 
impos'd  upon. 

The  Governor,  having  much  reason  to  suspect  that  there  are 
some  settlers  in  the  colony  who,  notwithstanding  the  bond  they 
have  given  that  they  will  rigidly  attend  to  the  rates  of  wages 
already  establish'd,  do  attempt  in  some  way  or  other  to  evade  this 
necessary  regulation,  which  evasion  must  operate  to  the  injury  of 
other  industrious  men. 

The  Governor  has  therefore,  the  more  readily  to  detect  so 
shamefuU  a  practice,  judg'd  it  requisite  to  hold  out  a  reward  to 
those  who  will  come  forward  and  give  such  information  as  may  be 
sufficient  to  convict  those  who  shall  act  so  improper  a  part,  by 
promising  that  one-third  of  the  forfeit  money  shall  be  paid  to  the 
informer.  This  is  a  regulation  which,  his  Excellency  is  of  opinion, 
the  settlers  cannot  but  approve. 

It  is  also  desired  that  any  settler  or  other  person  having 
occasion  to  hire  laborers  do  give  immediate  information  of  any 
laboring  man  who,  offering  himself  for  hire,  shall  refuse  to  accept 
the  regulated  prices  for  labor  already  settled ;  such  persons,  being 
incapable  of  living  in  this  country  without  work,  will  be  immedi- 
ately apprehended  and  prosecuted  as  a  vagrant  who  has  no  visible 
means  of  living.  Jno.  Hunter. 

*  Ante,  pp.  189, 197. 
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War  Office  to  The  Paymaster-General.  1797 

Sir,  War  Office,  24th  April,  1797.        24  April. 

Lt.-Col.  Grose  having  been  entitled  by  the  terms  of  his 
fetter  of  service  for  augmenting  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  under  Augmenta- 
iiscomm'd,  to  the  nomination  of  officei^s  in  augmentation  thereof,  south  Wales 
in  aid  of  the  expence  of  this  levy,  and  there  being  a  supernumerary  Corps, 
captain  in  that  corps,  it  has  been  thought  expedient  that  the 
company  now  vacant,  and  to  which  the  commandant  was  to  have 
recommended  as  above  mentioned,  should  be  appropriated  to  the 
sapemmnerary  captain,*  and  that  the  com*t  should  be  indemnified 
for  the  value  of  the  promotion  thereto  ;  I  am  therefore  to  signify 
"to  YOU  his  Majesty's  pleasure  that  you  do  issue  to  Messrs.  Cox 
and  Greenwood,  agente  to  the  corps  before  mentioned,  the  sum 
of  £900,  and  that  you  do  charge  the  same  against  the  account 
"thereof  for  the  current  year.  I  have,  <kc., 

W.  Windham. 

The  Soldiers  on  the  Lady  Shore.  iMay. 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  the  purser  of  the  Lady  Shore,  on  her 
way  to  Port  Jackson,  addressed  to  liis  father,  the  Rev.  John 
Black,  May  1st,  1797. 

1 8IXCERELY  wish  (as  do  all  the  ship's  company)  that  we  were  now 
kying  at  Port  Jackson,  delivering  our  precious  cargo,  instead  of 
'I^orbay,  for  the  soldiers  are  the  most  disagreeable,  mutinous  set  of  Soidien  on 
^^ns  that  ever  entered  into  a  ship.      Two  of  the   serjeants  Ihore!**^ 
oehaved  so  ill  that  Captain  Willcocksf  was  obliged  to  insist  upon 
their  commanding  officer  confining  them  in  irons,  for  they  have 
their  own  officers  on  board,  and  the  captain  and  officers  of  the  ship 
*'*ve  no  power  over  them.     Major  SempleJ  is  a  quiet  sort  of  man.  Major 
^d  I  have  no  doubt  will  behave  like  a  gentleman,  and  give  us  no  ^®°^p^®- 
^uble.     He  was  some  days  since  applied  to  by  two  of  the  villains 
^  know  if  he  would  head  them  in  an  attempt  to  seize  the  ship 
**^r  they  should  get  well  out  to  sea,  and  had  left  the  convoy,  one 
^^  them,  at  the  same  time,  telling  him  this  was  the  eighth  time  he 
Jpd  embarked  for  Botany  Bay  without  reaching  it,  and  he  was 
J^^^rmincd  he  would  not  this  time,  and  that  he  was  sent  on  board 
^  force  from  a  police  officer.      This  was  immediately  rejMDrted  to 
^^  officers  of  the  ship  by  Semple,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
t*^iers  vow  vengeance  against  him,  threatening  to  throw  him  over- 
^^Td  the  first  opportunity.  "§ 

^  C!apUin  Prentice. 

^    ^luter  of  the  Lady  Shore. 
WW     ^Jor  Semple  (or  as  ho  signed  himself,  Major  Semple  Lisle)  was  a  notorious  8>«*ind1er 
p^^^  had  held  Commisaions  in  the  French  and  Austrian  armies.    Upon  conviction  for  some 
nt^^  crime  he  was  sentenced  to  transportation,  and  endeavoured,  unsuccessfully,  to  commit 

3qS  ^e  aoldlerB*  mutiny  on  board  the  Lady  Shore  took  place  Ist  August,  1797.    Post,  pp. 
^^3Waiid41S-416. 
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GOVBRNMBNT  AlTD  GENERAL  OrDEB. 

2nd  May,  1797. 
Parole — Margate.  Ooantersign — Sandwich. 

The  paling  in  of  the  spring,  a  work  of  much  advantage  to  the 
health  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sydney,  being  now  completed,  thb 
public  notice  is  given  that  none  may  plead  ignorance.  Whoever 
shall  be  known  to  loosen  or  take  down  any  of  the  paling  at  the 
bottom  of  those  gardens  which  are  near  the  spring,  or  any  part  of 
that  which  surrounds  it,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  fresh  water 
without  going  to  the  tanks  for  it,  or  for  any  other  purpose  what- 
ever, the  house  to  which  that  paling  belongs,  or  is  nearest  to, 
shall  be  immediately  pulFd  down,  let  who  may  be  its  owner; 
and  whoever  shall  be  known  to  take  water  from  the  stream  in  any 
other  way  than  at  the  tanks  will  be  secur'd  and  carried  before  a 
magistrate,  who  will  order  that  punishment  which  a  disobedience 
of  Public  Orders  and  regulations  may  deserve.  Particular  persons 
wOl  be  directed  frequently  to  inspect  the  fences  all  round  the 
streams ;  it  will  therefore  be  necessary  that  all  who  live  opposite  or 
near  it  should  every  day  examine  the  fences  of  their  gardens,  keep 
them  in  constant  repair,  and  endeavour  to  prevent  that  filth  and 
dirt  which  has  so  often  been  found  in  and  about  the  tanks,  and 
which  may  have  been  the  chief  cause  of  some  of  those  fluxes  and 
other  disorders  of  which  several  have  lately  died.*^ 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Lieutenant-Governor  Kino  to  Secretary  Nepean. 

Sir,  London,  9th  May,  1797. 

Considering  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information 
of  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  of  my  reasons  for 
returning  to  England,  I  have  enclosed  Governor  Hunter's  official 
letter  on  that  subject,  which  I  hope  will  meet  your  Lordship's 
approbation. 

The  benefit  I  have  already  derived  from  the  voyage,  and  the 
advice  of  the  faculty  here,  I  hope  will  soon  enable  me  to  continue 
my  utmost  efforts  in  any  situation  that  his  Majesty's  service  may 
require. 

The  Britannia  being  chartered  by  Governor  Hunter  to  return 

to  England,  he  allowed  that  ship  to  call  for  me  at  Norfolk  Island. 

The  Tojige.  J  embarked  from  thence  the  22nd  last  October,  arrived  at  the  Cape 

the  15th,  and  left  it  the  26th  Jan'y,  in  the  Contractor,  East  India 

ship,  and  arrived  at  Plymouth  the  6th  inst't.     I  have,  dba, 

Philip  Gidley  King. 
[Enclosure.] 

Governor  Hunter  to  Lieutenant-Governor  King. 
Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  7th  August,  1796. 

Captain  Trotter,  of  the  American  brig,  Susan,  having  very 
obligingly  offered  to  land  any  dispatches  I  might  have  for  Norfolk 

Ante,  ppk  10,  IL 
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Isluid,  I  avail  myself  of  that  opportunity  to  acknowledge  the      1797 
receipt  of  your  letters  of  the  14th  July,  by  the  Francis,  Colonial      oMar. 
adxxmer,  together  with   your  public  diBpatches   for  his   Grace  j^j^^;^ 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  which  shall  be  forwarded  by  the  earliest  letten. 
oonvejanoe. 

I  am  extremely  concerned  at  the  very  distressing  state  of  your 
bfliJthy  and  much  as  I  shall  regret  your  departure  from  the  island,  ^^^""^ 
on  which  you  have  so  long,  and  with  so  much  zeal  in  the  public 
aenrice,  commanded,  I  cannot  refuse  my  perfect  consent  to  your 
onbracing  any  opportunity  which  may  offer  for  your  early  return 
to  England.  Tou  will  leave  with  the  officer  who  may  succeeed 
to  the  command  such  copy  of  your  instructions  as  will  be  requi- 
site for  his  guidance  in  the  direction  of  the  public  concerns  of  the 

akod  and  of  his  Majesty's  service  generally. 
Proper  attention  shall  be  paid  to  the  recommendations  you  have 

oSsred  in  favour  of  particular  persons,  and  that  pardon  extended 

which  you  think  them  so  highly  meriting.       I  am,  &c,, 

John  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

13th  May,  1797.         is  May. 
Parole — Respect  Countersign — Laws. 

Whireas  John  Jeweson,  Joseph  Saunders,  John  Wilson,  and 
Moses  Williams  have  at  various  times  and  opportunitys  al)sconded  Absconders, 
fexn  the  situation  in  which  they  have  been  placed,  and  from  the 
^ork  which  it  was  then  their  duty  to  have  perform'd,  and  are  at 
this  time  employ*d  in  committing  depredations  upon  defenceless 
^ttlers  and  others  who  live  at  a  distance  from  any  protection: 
And  whereas,  in  the  many  robborys  and  crueltys  which  have 
«tely  been  practised    upon    the    above    defenceless   people   by 
i^umerous  bodys  of  the  natives,*  in  depriving  them  of  their  live 
^tock,  burning  their  houses,  and  destroying  in  a  few  minutes  the 
"^lK)le  friuts  of  their  former  industry,  as  well  as  wounding  and 
sometimes  murdering  them,  there  is  some  reason  to  believe,  from 
^hite  men  having  been  seen  frequently  at  such  times  amongst  in  league 
them,  that  such  acts  of  violence  have  generally  been  advis'd  and  JJ^^th-g*.^ 
assisted  by  the  abovenam'd  deserters,  who,  having  absconded  from 
their  duty,  can  have  no  other  means  of  living. 

This  public  notice  is  given  from  an  opinion  that  it  may  reach 
the  knowledge  of  those  who  are  the  subject  of  it.  That  the 
said  John  Jeweson,  Joseph  Saunders,  John  Wilson,  and  Moses 
Williams  do  not  within  the  space  of  fourteen  days  from  the  date 
hereof  deliver  themselves  up  to  the  nearest  peace  officer  they  will 
be  considered  as  having  lost  the  protection  of  his  Majesty  and  the 

*  OoIUtw  (vol.  2,  p.  34)  states  that  Hunter  announced  his  intention,  if  any  of  the  natives 
ooald  be  coogrfat  in  the  act  of  robbing  the  settlers,  to  hang  one  of  tbem  in  chains  upon  the 
spot  as  a  tienoT  to  the  others.    But  this  intention,  apparently,  was  not  acted  upon. 
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aid  of  the  law ;  consequently,  if  taken,  will  be  considered  not  only 
accessory  to  the  death  of  those  natives  who  may  suffer  in  the 
unlawful  plunder  already  mentioned,  but  as  accomplices  with 
them  in  the  mischiefs  and  crueltys  so  frequently  committed  by 
them,  and  be  liable  to  be  immediately  executed  without  the  form 
of  a  trial,  having  by  their  unlawful  conduct  forfeited  the  protec- 
tion of  those  wholesome  laws  under  which  they  have  been  bom 
and  bred. 

It  is  scarsely  necessary  to  advise  all  the  inhabitants  of  this 
colony  to  do  their  utmost  to  secure  or  to  give  information  how 
those  villians  may  be  secur'd,  who  are  so  great  a  pest  to  the 
industrious.  It  is  to  be  hop'd  and  believ'd  that  every  honest  man 
knows  it  to  be  a  duty  he  owes  to  the  whole  community  to  do  so  ; 
and  they  are  hereby  strictly  enjoyn'd,  as  they  value  the  peace  and 
security  of  their  respective  dwellings,  to  use  every  means  in  their 
power  for  the  detection  of  the  abovenam'd  people;* 

Given  at  Sydney,  13th  May,  1797.  Jno.  Hunteb. 


Secretary  Nepean  to  Lieutenant-Governor  King. 
Sir,  15th  May,  1797. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  with  its  enclo- 
sures, accounting  for  your  return  to  England,  and  I  have  laid  the 
same  before  my  Lords  Ck>mm'rs  of  the  Adm'ty.      I  am,  i&c., 

K  Nepean. 


Certificatas 
of  freedom. 


17  Uay. 


Surgeon 
Bamiain. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

15th  May,  1797. 
Parole — Sobriety.  Countersign — Diligence. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  certificates  will  be  granted  at  the 
Commissary's  office,  at  Sydney,  on  Friday,  the  2nd  June,  to  such 
as  appear  to  have  completed  their  term  of  servitude  in  this 
country ;  as  soon  after  which  as  possible  such  slops  as  the  store 
can  afford  will  be  issued  to  those  who  continue  in  the  service  of 
Government,  of  which  time  public  notice  will  be  given. 
,  Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

17th  May,  1797. 
Parole — Ganges.  Countersign — Britannia. 

His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  by  Commission,!  Wm. 
Balmain,  Esq.,  to  be  the  principal  surgeon  to  this  colony  and  its 
dependencies,  in  the  room  of  John  White,  Esq.,  who  has  resigned. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

*  One  of  the  convicts  In  the  follovinfr  month  gave  himielf  up,  and  another  was  taken  and 
lodged  in  oonflnenoent ;  they  i^ipeared  to  be  half-starved.— Gollins,  voL  ii,  p.  40. 
t  Ante,  pk  70. 
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19th  May,  1797.         wiinj-. 
Parole — Long  live.  Countersign — The  Queen. 

The  inoonyenience  which  we  daily  experience  through  the  want 

of  that  assistance  necessary  for  completing  the  public  gaol  obliges  The  public 

the  Governor  to  call  a  second  time  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Sydney  Sydney. 

lor  their  aid  in  the  finishing  this  necessary  building.    Thatch  being 

the  article  principally  wanted,  his  Excellency  requires  that  the 

inhabitants  of  each  house  do  furnish  twenty-four  large  bundles  of 

grass,  and  bring  them  to  the  goal  in  the  space  of  ten  days  ;  the 

ofl^rs,  civil  and  military,  haviusj  servants  from  (jrovcmment  to 

famish  each  fifty  bundles,  and  such  of  the  non-commissioned  officers 

tod  others  of  the  military  who  have  ser\^ants  allowed  will  furnish 

the  same  quantity  as  the  other  inhabitants.  Jno.  Hunter. 


Sir  John  Sinclair  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

Board  of  Agriculture, 

My  Lord  Duke,  Whitehall,  20th  May,  1797.         20  May. 

The  Board  of  Agriculture  being  desirous  of  procuring  an 
tccoont  of  the  improvements  that  have  taken  place  in  his  Majesty's  The 
colony  of  New  South  Wales  during  the  last  four  years,  and  some  J^SS^i^ 
ineiobers  of  the  Board  having  informed  us  that  your  Grace  has 
received  various  returns  from  that  country  containing  the  acres 
planted  in  corn  and  other  provisions,  the  number  of  cattle,  sheep, 
^c.,and  certain  experiments  made  upon  [MS.  torn]  and  other  objects 
of  cultivation,  I  am  requested  to  make  application  to  you,  desiring 
^  be  favoured  with  copies  of  any  such  communication  as  you  may 
f^k  proper  to  be  laid  before  the  Board ;  and  as  it  may  possibly  be 
^  our  power  to  suggest  some  hints  which  may  be  of  use  to  the 
I^'igpess  of  the  colony,  I  trust  your  Grace  will  consider  it  to  be  of 
pablic  service  to  communicate  to  us  that  information  which  can  be 
OQronly  object  in  making  the  application.     I  have,  &c., 

John  Sinclair. 

Governor  Hunter  to  Under  Secretary  King. 
Ifear  Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  1st  June,  1797.         iJune. 

My  public  letters  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  passing  thro' 
^*^r  hands  will  very  fully  inform  you  of  all  the  circumstances 
*^ch  I  have  judg'd   it   necessary   his   Grace   shou'd  be  made 
^^Uainted  with  relative  to  the  ccmcerns  of  this  colony.     I  have 
^^plain'd  of  the  innumerable  difficultys  which  have  somehow  Hunter's 
-^  other  been  plac'd  in  the  way  of  my  endeavours  to  fulfil  his  ^i^^^'^ties. 
^I^jesty's  commands,  and  altho'  I  have  not  said  near  so  much  on 
'^o^  unpleasant  subjects  as  the  magnitude   of   my  embarrass- 
ments wou'd  have  warranted,  yet  I  trust  his  Grace  will  observe 

VOL.  Ill — o 
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1797      that  there  has  been  great  cause  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  dis- 

1  June,     coverys  I  have  made,  and  place  them  to  that  account  only  to 

which  they  properly  belong,  for  the  whole  of  my  time  has  been 

occupied  in  struggling  to  surmount  them  for  the  present,  and  in 

suggesting  means  for  removing  them  finally  in  due  time  from  the 

colony. 

Expenses  of       When  you  come  to  examine  tlie  expences  of  this  settlement 

on>.    gjj^^g  -^g  numbers  became  considerable,  or  since  1792,  you  will 

say  it  has  not  answer'd  the  expectation  of  Government.     But,  sir, 

I  feel  no  difficulty  in  declaring  it  to  be  my  opinion  that  such 

disappointment  has  not  proceeded  from  the  nature  of  the  country, 

but  from  other  causes.     There  has  not  been  any  land  cleared  on 

the  public  account  since  the  above  period ;  tlie  people  had  been 

otherwise  disposed  of,  and  the  best  lands  now  in  cultivation  is 

the  property  of  indi\dduals.     I  have  already  said  what  were  the 

advantages  derived  to  the  colony  by  the  aid  afforded  from  the 

public  servants  to  officers  upon  their  farms — the  labourers  were 

better  looked  after,  and  the  live  stock  was  preserved.     But  there 

Improper     were  at  the  same  time  considerable  numbers  of  convicts  dispers'd 

oi"oonvSct8.  about  in  various  ways,  so  as  to  have  been  completely  lost  to  the 

public.     Had  those  who  had  been  so  improperly  disposed  of  been 

employed  on  Government's  land  already  cleared,  and  in  clearing 

more  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  there 

would  not  now  have  been  the  occasion  to  purchase  so  much  grain 

as  we  find  at  this  time  unavoidable  ;  but  had  that  been  the  case, 

it  wou'd  have  ruin'd  the  expectation  of  officers  and  settlers,  whose 

interest  appears  to  have  been  more  considered. 

Hunter's  When  I  arrived  in  the  country  I  saw  only  the  fair  side  of 

impressions,  everything,  and  wrote  from  what  I  saw ;  but  after  I  had  been 

long  enough  to  look  round  me  and  to  give  some  occasional  orders, 

it  had  been  observed  by  some,  who  might  not  probably  have  been 

pleas'd  with  the  discovery,  that  the  public  interest  and  a  strict 

attention  to  my  instructions  were  my  principal  objects.     It  was 

also  observed  that  I  had  no  intention  to  employ  the  servants  of 

Government  in  clearing  and  laying  out  a  valuable  farm  for  my 

own  advantage  and  emolument,  a  circumstance  which  was  once 

recommended  to  me,  and  which  I  might  in  due  time  have  disposed 

He  of  for  ray  own  benefit.     It  was  consequently  thought  improper 

of  want  of    that  I  shou'd  receive  any  more  information  relative  to  the  colony 

support       than  I  might  be  able  to  collect  from  my  own  observation ;  this 

none  cou'd  prevent,  and  this  I  have  been  oblig'd  to  depend  upon 

and  to  act  from.    To  account  for  the  want  of  that  information 

which  wou'd  have  enabled  me  to  act  with  the  more  certainty,  it  Is 

only  necessary  to  say  that  the  interest  of  Grovemment  and  that  of 

many  of  its  officers  here  were  in  direct  opposition  to  each  other, 

and  my  not  chusing  to  follow  the  prevailing  practice  was  enough 

to  create  jealousy. 
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'Bj  the  steps  which  I  have  lately  taken,  and  which  when  I      1797 
can  receive  sufficient  strength  I  mean  to  pursue,  if  no  change     ijune. 
takes  place  in  my  instructions,  I  trust  I  shall  soon  have  as  much  ^    — 
ground  in  cultivation  on  Government  account  as  will  prevent  the  farming. 
necessity  of  purchasing  to  such  an  extent  from  individuals  grain 
of  any  kind. 

Had  the  numbers  which  I  have  found  had  been  so  long  scat- 
tered about  the  country,  and  employ'd  by  private  persons,  been 
lackily  kept  together  and  employed  in  raising  the  buildings  for  Public 
pablic  use  so  much  wanted  at  this  time,  much  expence  would  ^"*^^"8«- 
have  been  saVd  to  Government ;  but  as  you  will  see  by  some  of 
the  official  letters  how  far  this  important  consideration  has  been 
delay'd,  I  need  not  say  more  upon  it  here. 

You  will  admit,  my  dear  sir,  that  I  might,  with  ease  to  myself, 
if  I  thought  it  right,  represent  the  fair  side  only  of  what  I  have 
to  mention,  and  leave  his  Majesty's  minister  in  the  dark  respect- 
ing many  matters  highly  proper  for  his  information,  and  to  the 
enabling  him  with  the  more  ease  and  certainty  to  give  necessary 
!      instructions  to  the  Governor  for  the  benefit  of  the  colony  ;  but  I 
have  thought  it  an  indispensible  part  of  my  duty  to  be  clear  and 
candid  in  what  I  represent.   I  have  done  so  without  exatrseration  Candw 
«nd  without  any  wish  to  censure  the  manners  of  others,  but    ^ 
detcrmin'd,  as  far  as  integrity  and  truth  will  go,  to  defend  my 
own  endeavours  against  all  bombastical  speculative  opinions,  of 
"^ich  some  disappointed  person  has  tiiken  the  liberty  of  sending 
one,  I  understand,  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  and  of  wliich  you  will 
observe  I  have  taken  public  notice.    There  is  not  a  person  in  tliis 
oolony  whose  opinions  I  hold  in  greater  contempt  than  I  do  this  Hunter  and 
Iwwybody  s,  because  I  have  ever  observed  that  under  the  most  ^'*^^**"''- 
specious  and  plausible  of  them  there  has  always  been  cover'd  a 
5*lf-interested  motive.     No  man  can  possibly  defend  him  in  this 
iiistance,  because  it  was  his  duty  to  have  laid  his  opinions,  if  for 
"^^e  good  of  this  colony,  before  me  ;  but  it  is  clear  that  he  was 
^nwiUing  my  observations  upon  them  should  at  the  same  time  be 
Wd  before  his  Maj's  minister,  lest  they  shou'd  appear,  thro'  them, 
of  less  weight.     I  know  not  what  they  are,  but  I  will  venture  to 
*ay  that  his  conduct  on  this  occasion  is  such  as  to  merit  the  most 
'J^ark'd  reproof,  for  it  is  an  attempt  to  undervalue  the  authority 
^f  the  Governor,  an  authority  which  I  trust  his  Majesty's  minister 
^  not  suffer  to  be  diminish'd  to  gratify  any  man  in  this  country 
^ho  may  be  engaged  in  the  ruinous  traffic  so  much  complained  of 
m  my  public  letters,  and  which  I  am  doing  all  I  can  to  get  the 
^Uer  of.* 

.  Bie  introduction  of  this  destructive  trade,  which  took  place  The  liquor 
*nce  the  departure  of  Gov'r  Pliillip,  has  done  immense  mischief,  *™*^'- 


\ 


B*^  Capteio  Maourthur'f  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  ante,  p.  131,  to  which,  evidently, 
**«ntwhereref«iiL 
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I  have  not  succeeded.  The  reward  is  such  that  had  it  been  wholly 
amongst  the  lower  classes  it  would  have  had  effect.  I  feel  myself 
so  invulnerable  from  such  attacks  that,  altho'  they  make  me  angry, 
I  most  heartily  dispise  them,  but  will  not  fail  to  search  after  its 
author  as  long  as  I  remain  here. 

I  will  no  longer  fatigue  you,  but  as  you  will  see  our  Judge- 
Advocate,  our  Commissary,  and  Lt.-GovV  King,  I  must  refer  you 
to  them  for  much  information  relative  to  this  country  and  its 
inhabitants.  I  am,  &c.,  . 

Jno.  Huntek. 

P.S. — I  hope  you  may  have  received  safe  a  cage  of  birds  I  sent 
you  by  the  Britannia,  Capt.  Raven.  There  will  be  a  box  addressed 
to  you,  on  service,  which  contains  a  small  chart,  which  I  will 
thank  you  to  forward  to  Mr.  Dempster.  Having  been  able  to 
collect  a  few  seeds  for  you,  I  send  by  the  ship  Britannia  (Mr. 
Dennet,  master)  a  small  box  addressed  to  you,  upon  service ;  it 
contains  about  thirty-five  different  kinds,  together  with  specimens 
of  the  plants  dried,  which  are  marked  with  numbers  corresponding 
to  those  on  the  parcels  of  seeds.  I  hope  they  may  arrive  safe,  and 
turn  out  worthy  your  acceptance. 


Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 

(Banks  Papers.) 

Sir,  Custom  House,  2  p.m.,  2nd  June,  1797. 

With  this  you  will  receive  the  boxes.  The  pines  are  in 
very  excellent  order,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  one  warata  in  the  small 
box,  from  which  I  am  hopeful  those  planted  in  the  gi*ated  box,  as 
well  as  those  in  the  box  with  the  pines,  will  grow,  as  those  in 
smaller  box  were  planted  first  ;  but,  from  its  being  kept  in  a 
closer  place  than  the  others  (to  give  it  every  possible  chance),  it 
has  come  up  sooner.  The  open  box  has  been  so  ill-used  and  sowed 
so  long  that  I  despair  of  any  coming  up  there,  but  still  it  may  be 
tried.  I  should  have  done  myself  the  honor  of  waiting  on  you 
to^ay,  but  that  I  have  been  so  compleatly  drenched  and  rather 
limping.  I  am,  &c., 

Philip  Gidlky  King. 

Having  informed  Lord  Sydney  that  I  have  one  tree  for  him,  I 
hope  there  will  be  no  impropriety  in  my  requesting  your  advice  at 
what  time  it  may  be  seperated  from  the  rest. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 
My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  10th  June,  1797. 

By  the  ship  Prince  of  Wales,  which  left  this  port  on  her 
way  to  China,  24th  November  last,  I  did  myself  the  honor  of 
writing  your  Grace  some  account  of  the  steps  I  was  pursuing  for 
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removing  many  obstacles  wliich  I  had  obKervVl  witli  pain  stood      17S>7 
much  in  the  way  of  the  public  concerns  of  this  colony.*     I  also,  in    iq  j„„^ 
a  letter  marked  separate,!  by  the  same  conveyance,  enterd  more 
particularly  into  the  changes  which  had  taken  place  in  the  settle- 
ment since  it  had  been  left  by  Governor  Pliillip.     Duplicates  of 
those  letters  were  sent  by  the  Sylph,  storeship. 

Altho'  upon  the  subject  of  those  changes  I  could  have  very  Their 
much  enlarged,  I  considered  that  in  the  veiy  extensive  line  of  ^^u-J^^ 
yoar  Grace's  present  avocations  to  be  minutely  circumstantial  on  for. 
inch  matters  might  not  have  been  convenient,  and  would  readily 
be  dispensed  with.     I  should  not  have  ventured  to  touch  upon 
them  at  all  did  I  not  feel  them  of  some  consequence  in  accounting 
for  the  various  alterations  which  an  anxious  attention  to  the 
concerns  and  for  the  prosperity  of  this  territory  had  rendered  it 
necessary  for  me  to  make.     In  that  separate  letter  I  have  given 
yonr  Grace  a  short  sketch  of  the  different  changes  and  some  of 
the  customs  which  had  taken  place  in  the  above  period,  and  of 
vhich  I  saw  it  absolutely  necessary  as  early  as  possible  to  get  the 
better,   because  such   customs  were,   in  my   opinion,  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  public  interest,  and  served  only  to  favor  the 
<iesigDs  and  interests  of  individuals. 

When  I  received  the  honor  of  his  Majesty's  Commission  as  The 
^vemor  and  Commander-in-Chief  in  this  country,  I  considered  ^utv^^^'* 
it  my  indispensible  duty  to  give  to  his  Majesty's  minister  from 
time  to  time,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  the  most  clear,  distinct,  and 
perfect  information  relative  to  the  concerns  of  my  command.     In 
fttlfilling  this  part  of  my  public  duty,   which  ha.s  hitherto  been, 
•od  will  continue  to  be,  with  a  conscientious  zeal  for  the  service 
•nd  interests  of  the  public,  I  am  sometimes  under  the  painful 
^iccessity  of  drawing  your  Grace  s  attention  to  a  number  of  dis-  not  aiwa>-8 
^^greeable  circumstances  from  which  I  have  received  much  annoy-  Jn'e.*'*^"^ 
•Jice  and  embarrassment  since  I  entered  on  the  dutys  of  my  office, 
^  which  had  been  gradually  increasing  for  some  time  before  my 
**^val,  and  from  various  causes  had  reached  a  state  which  required 
***  immediate  remedy. 

.  Your  Grace,  I  trust,  will  see  that  I  can  have  no  wish  or  inten- 

**on  to  censure  the  measures  of  others.     Every  officer  may  have  a 

**^*mier   peculiar  to  himself  in   carrying  on  that  public  service 

^'^trusted  to  his  care  and  direction ;  but  as  the  various  steps  which 

^  have  seen  it  necessary  to  pursue  imply  that  I  have  not  approv'd  Katabiibhing 

^*  the  last  general  system  for  managing  the  concerns  of  this  colony,  nyiwe. 

^d  from  which  I  have  found  so  much  to  surmount  before  I  cou'd 

J^^titure  to  lay  down  any  permanent  plan  for  my  own  endeavours, 

\  f<eel  it  encumbent  on  me  to  state  from  time  to  time  the  altera- 

^Ons  which  appeared  to  me  essentially  necessary,  and  to  give  my 

^  See  Hunter's  letter  to  Portland,  12th  November,  1796,  ante,  pp.  174-177. 
T  Ante,  ppi  10&-174. 
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reaBons  for  such  neoesaity.  This,  my  Lord,  is  a  duty  I  owe  to 
his  Majesty's  service,  to  your  Graoe,  under  whose  immediate  direc- 
tions I  am  plac'd,  and  to  my  own  situation  and  character. 

Whenever  I  have  an  opportunity  of  laying  before  your  Grace 
an  account  of  any  material  changes  which  have  appeared  to  me 
necessary  to  be  made,  I  trust  the  reasons  I  shall  give  will  be 
such  as  to  justify  the  measure  I  have  pursued,  or  may  propose, 
and  that  such  steps  as  I  have  already  taken  will  not  appear 
unnecessary.  It  is  my  wish,  therefore,  where  I  may  differ  from 
others,  to  explain  as  clearly  as  I  can  my  motives  for  such  differ- 
ence, and  to  prevent  any  error  or  mistake  of  another,  should  any 
such  appear,  from  being  placed  to  my  account^  who  have  been 
involved  from  various  causes  in  a  scene  of  continual  difficulty 
since  my  arrival,  and  these  vexations  proceeding  from  the  im- 
pediments which  I  have  found  in  the  way  of  correcting  and 
removing  abuses,  which  were  I  to  be  indifferent  about  I  shou'd 
expect,  as  I  should  merit,  your  Grace's  censure ;  it  is  from  those 
various  circumstances  of  which  I  have  complained  in  my  various 
letters,  particularly  the  separate  one  already  mention'd,  that  the 
vast  expenoes  of  the  colony  have  originated.  The  farther  I 
investigate,  the  greater  I  perceive  is  the  necessity  of  a  thorough, 
an  immediate,  and  a  general  correction,  without  which  our  errors 
and  our  crimes  wou'd  be  such  as  wou'd  proclaim  us  a  disgrace  to 
the  country  under  whose  protection  we  live,  considered  either  in 
a  moral  or  political  point  of  view,  and  a  continual  load  upon  her 
shoulders. 

Our  principal  numbers  being  composed  of  characters  of  such  a 
description  as  renders  uniform  order  and  regularity  in  all  we  do 
indispensible,  it  has  been  to  establish  that  uniformity,  to  compel 
an  obedience  to  Public  Orders,  to  encourage  to  industry,  to  pro- 
mote decency,  to  stimulate  to  good  actions,  and  to  deter  from  the 
practice  of  bad  ones,  that  my  endeavours  have  been  much  directed 
and  exerted  for  some  time  past;  and  1  have  the  satis&ction 
to  say,  not  wholly  without  effect,  it  being  now  the  unreserved 
opinion  of  all  ranks  (except  those  whose  private  interest  it  may 
be  to  wish  for  a  continuance  of  confusion  and  profligaoy),  that, 
from  the  regulations  I  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  establish, 
our  police  is  now  such  that  we  have  no  disturbances  or  cries  of 
alarm  in  the  night,  the  time  generally  chosen  for  the  perpetration 
of  every  wicked  and  viUainous  action ;  the  people  are  in  no  fear 
of  having  their  houses  rob'd  or  plundered,  and  their  lives  endan- 
gered, as  I  found  was  so  very  often  the  case  after  my  arrival;  that 
a  proper  respect  is  paid  to  the  Sabbath  day,  which  it  had  been 
long  the  custom  here  to  n^lect  and  dispise,  and  from  which  neglect 
much  of  our  profligacy  have  originated ;  and  that  there  is  some 
appearance  of  more  alacrity  on  public  duty.  These  principal 
points  being  once  accomplished  and  established,  I  have  no  fear  or 
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doubt  in  bringing  about  all  the  other  dutys  which  his  Majesty's      1707 
instmctions  to  the  Governor  point  out  for  my  attention.  lo  June. 

It  wiU  now  be  necessary  that  I  should,  in  as  brief  a  manner  as 
possible,  mention  a  few  steps  which  have  been  taken  lately,  and 
the  effect  they  have  produced. 

I  have  mention'd  in  former  letters  the  musters  I  was  about  to  Genemi 
have  made,  and  I  flatter Vl  myself  that  the  manner  I  meant  to  "^"■^•"»- 
pursue  in  making  them  woud  be  attended  with  tidvantage,  ha^-ing 
■heady  discovered  some  of  the  impositions  to  which  f onner  musters 
have  been  liable.     It  had  generally  ))een  the  custom  to  advertise 
that  a  muster  was  to  take  place  at  Sydney  on  a  certain  day,  and 
in  three  or  four  days  after  at  Parramatta,  and  after  an  interval 
of  a  few  days  more  at  the  Hawkesbury.     This  mcxle  gave  goo<i 
tme  for  imposters  and  other  villains  to  practise  their  tricks  and 
ingenuity  by  answering  the  first  call  at  Sydney,  where  they  have 
nedv'd  provisions  and  slops  as  one  resident  in  that  district ;  on 
ike  day  of  call  at  Parramatta  they  have  appear'd  there,  have  Deocivinx 
l»en  enter  d  on  the  muster  list  of  that  place,  and  have  been  again  jf^^j^n,. 
▼ietual'd  and  sometimes  cloathed  ;  the  attempt  has  sometimes  been 
made  (and  not  always  unsuccessfully)  at  the  third  nmster.     All 
this  originated  in  the  want  of  regularity  and  order  in  the  disposal 
d  the  people,  each  going  without  restraint  wherever  it  was  most 
agreeable  to  his  wishes.     By  this  means  they  have  l)een  so  scat- 
ter'd  over  the  colony  that  they  were  completely  lost  to  the  public ; 
tiie  consequent  expence  to  Government  through  these  impositions, 
delusive  of  the  loss  of  labour,  is  really,  my  LoitI,  Ijeyond  my 
^culfttion. 

To  prevent  such  tricks,  I  direct^  that  tlie  musters  might  )>e 
'Bade  at  all  the  three  districts  on  the  same  day  and  hour,  a  cir-  a  new 
^matance  which  it  had  been  believ'd  cou'd  not  conveniently  tiike  jjJtroSuccd. 
P'ftoe;  it,  however,  was  put  in  practice,  the  whole  attended  at  once, 
^d  was  the  most  perfect  and  complete  ever  made  here.      Pi'oper 
Persons  were  appointed  to  superintend  those  at  Parramatta  and 
*he  Hawkesbury,  whilst  I  attended  myself  at  Sydney.     But  in 
^^'tier  that  this  enquiry  might  be  the  more  complete,  I  made  a 
•^eond  call  of  the  settlers,  at  which  I  chose  to  l>e  present  myself,  A  pora^nai 
^'id  questioned  them  relative  to  the  time  they  had  been  settled, 
*'^e  indulgences  received  from  Gov't,  the  labouring  servants  they 
^ploy'd,  on  or  off  the  public  store,  the  (juantity  of  ground  in 
^Itivation,  ike,  <kc.     By  these  enquiry s  I  found  that  there  were 
*^0  settlers  without  any  grant  of  land,  or  any  authority  whatever, 
J^t  such  as  I  mentioned  in  my  separate  letter  of  the  I2t]i  Nov'r 
''^t,*  >-iz,,  "A.B.  has  my  permission  to  settle,"  and   sign'd  by  |^^®"^'^^ 
^■^e  commanding  oflicer.      Many  who  were  hei-e  for  life  settled  j^rants. 
J*"ithout  any  conditional  emancii)ation  or  deed,  and  some  who 
■^Hd  several  years  to  serve  the  public  had  been  permitted  to  call 
^*^emselves  settlers.    Such  of  those  as  were  good  and  industrious 

•  Ante,  p.  167 . 
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characters,  I  was  unwilling  to  recall  to  public  work,  after  having 
laboured  hard  to  establish  themselves  on  a  farm;  others  of  less 
worth  our  necessitys  oblig'd  me  to  order  in  and  to  work  for  tlie 
public.  Thus  you  will  discover,  my  Lord,  how  impossible  it  was 
for  me  to  do  anything  on  Government  account  for  want  of  public 
servants.  By  these  means,  however,  and  the  recall  of  men  from 
many  settlers  who  have  been  allow'd  to  retain  them  too  long  and 
to  little  purpose,  by  many  who  have  been  sheltered  from  public 
knowledge,  and  employed  by  private  individuals,  we  have  got 
together  a  gang  of  about  250  men  who  are  now  on  public  labour 
of  various  kinds,  and  by  whose  assistance  we  make  some  progress 
in  forwarding  what  has  been  long  wanted. 

The  recall  of  such  a  number  to  public  labour,  and  the  conse- 
quent loss  of  that  labour  to  private  persons,  your  Grace  wiU 
readily  suppose  may  have  occasioned  some  ferment — those  who 
have  lost  them  are  displeas'd  ;  the  men  are  turbulent  and  refrac- 
tory, and  do  frequently  desert  from  their  work.  There  is  much 
reason  to  believe  that  their  present  conduct  is  much  instigated 
by  those  who  feel  their  concerns  affected  by  such  regulations,  regu- 
lations which  a  few  interested  persons  will  no  doubt  condemn  in 
proportion  to  the  effect  they  may  have  had  on  their  concerns.  Such 
opinions,  however,  I  shaU  continue  to  hold  in  the  contempt  they 
deserve;  let  the  public  concerns  speak  for  themselves;  let  them  be 
examin'd  since  I  have  attempted  to  improve  them  by  these  regular 
tions.  The  inclos'd  paper  will  shew  your  Grace  what  has  been  done 
with  the  men  I  have  recovered  to  the  public  since  October  last. 

It  will  cost  me  some  time  and  much  labor  to  fix  those  settlers 
who  have  been  left  for  so  long  a  time  in  the  uncertain  manner 
above  describ'd  ;  they  ought  to  have  been  so  secur'd  at  first  as  to 
prevent  their  being  liable  to  be  remov'd  from  their  farms  at  the 
will  of  any  person,  nor  ought  they  to  have  been  left  in  this  state, 
which  must  be  an  additional  embarrassment  to  those  who  have 
the  various  concerns  of  the  colony  to  attend  to. 

Your  Grace  will,  I  hope,  pardon  me  if  I  refer  to  my  letters  No. 
1  and  9,*  in  which  I  took  the  liberty  of  remarking  upon  the  diffi- 
cultys  which  must  attend  farming  in  this  distant  country,  where 
no  market  can  be  found  by  an  industrious  man  who  may  raise 
more  grain  or  stock  than  his  family  may  require.  This  reference 
I  am  the  more  desirous  of  pressing,  because  the  steps  which  I  am 
at  present  pursuing,  and  mean  to  follow  up,  for  fulfilling  his 
Majesty's  commands,  by  attempting  to  raise  from  the  labor  of  the 
convicts  as  large  a  proportion  of  grain  as  possible,  and  to  render 
the  purchase  of  that  article  from  others  the  less  necessary,  seems 
to  have  awaken'd  the  jealousy  of  all  who  have  extensive  farms, 
and  who  are  certainly  not  well  pleased  at  any  appearance  of  a 
saving  to  the  concerns  of  the  public,  altho'  they  owe  their  success 
to  the  assistance  they  have  received  from  that  public. 

*  Vol.  ii,  pw  327,  and  ante,  p.  41. 
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Were  Grovemment  to  establish  a  public  store  for  the  retail  sale      1707 
el  a  Tariety  of  articles — such  as  cloathing,  or  materials  for  cloath-    iq  ju„e. 
ing,  hardware,  tools  of  every  kind,  sugar,  soap,  tea,  tobacco,  and,       —rr 
in  short,  every  article  which  labouring  people  require  ;  and  to  in-  store/ 
denmify  the  public  for  freight,  insurance,  the  sallary  of  a  respect- 
ive storekeeper,  who  should  produce  regular  accounts,  and,  in 
short,  every  other  expence  attending  the  sending  those  articles 
hoe,  to  charge  an  advance  on  the  first  price  to  that  amount,  the 
people  wou'd  get  what  they  wanted  with  ease,  and  at  far  less 
expence  than  in  any  other  way.     Payment  might  be  made  in  such 
articleB  as  the  settler  may  raise — either  grain  or  stock.     Such  a 
store  wou'd  be  a  most  comfortable  thing  to  that  description  of 
people,  and  wou'd  put  an  effectual  stop  to  the  impositions  practised 
upon  them  but  too  often. 

I  shall  now  only  trouble  your  Grace  further  by  mentioning 
that  there  are  a  considerable  number  of  the  marines,  who  were 
the  first  troops  sent  to  this  country,  and  who  upon  the  recall  of  f^^^^  ^ 
that  corps  from  hence  were  allow'd  to  enlist  for  five  years  in  the  corps. 
New  South  Wales  Corps,  some  of  them  having  completed  this  last 
engagement,  are  desirous  of  settling  in  the   country,   and   are 
entitled  to  a  double  proportion  of  land  in  consequence  of  a  double 
toar  of  duty.     I  have  been  examining  some  part  of  the  banks  of 
the  Hawkesbury,  where  I  had  understood  there  was  much  good  {^'^f^*^^  ^^ 
ground,  but  I  found,  altho'  the  land  was  good,  its  limits  were  too  bury. 
<»iifin'd  for  this  purpose,  not  admitting  of  a  number  of  settlers 
sufficient  for  mutual  protection  and  security  against  the  natives, 
"^ho  travel  in  numerous  bodys ;  it  is  therefore  my  intention  to 
examine  another  place,  where  I  have  reason  to  believe  tliere  is 
^uch  excellent  land,  and  to  fix  them  there.    The  necessity  of  these 
^tach^d  districts  will  point  out  to  your  Grace  the  propriety  of 
^y  requesting  an  addition  to  the  medical  and  commissary  depart- 
"Oents. 

I  am  sorry,  my  Lord,  to  add  to  this  letter  that  we  have  this  last 
summer  experienc'd  the  weather  so  excessively  sultry  and  dry  that  The 
**t)m  the  very  parch'd  state  of  the  earth  every  strong  wind  has 
^^^^casioned  conflagrations  of  astonishing  extent,  from  some  of  which 
^Uch  public  and  much  private  property  has  been  destroyed.  Some 
^^  the  settlers  have  been  ruined  by  losing  the  whole  produce  of 
p^^ir  harvest  after  it  had  been  stack'd  and  secur'd ;  others  have 
lost  not  only  their  crops,  but  their  houses,  barns,  and  a  part  of 
**^eir  live  stock,  by  the  sudden  manner  in  which  the  fire  reached 
J^d  spread  over  their  grounds.    Trains  of  gunpowder  cou'd  scarcely  Bush-flrea. 
'^^ve  been  more  rapid  in  communicating  destruction,  such  was  the 
^**^*d  and  very  combustable  state  of  every  kind  of  vegitation, 
Whether  grass  or  tree. 

The  loss  of  Government  has  been  about  800  bushels  of  wheat.  Government 
^^d  we  are  now,  for  want  of  grass,  oblig'd  to  feed  some  of  our  ^'*** 
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cattle  with  grain ;  bat  1^  expence  throng  this  neoessitj  will  be 
but  small,  as  the  young  grass  will  soon  be  up.  The  people  in 
general  haye  been  too  careless  in  securing  their  crops  when  reap'd 
against  those  vast  and  tremendous  blazes  to  which  this  country  in 
its  present  state  is  so  liable  in  dry  and  hot  summers.  It  is  to  be 
presumed  that  such  experience  will  in  future  produce  more  care ; 
and  I  shall  not  fail,  in  such  seasons,  to  remind  them  in  Pablic 
Orders''^  of  the  necessity  of  greater  attention  to  concerns  of  so  mndi 
value.  As  we  clear  and  lay  open  the  country  we  shall  get  the  better 
of  such  accidents ;  in  the  meantime  their  frequency  this  last  som- 
mer  has  been  very  alarming,  and  their  appearance  truly  dreadfulL 
I  was  caird  out  at  night  lately  at  Parramatta,  and  inform'd  l^t 
a  vast  fire  was  quickly  approaching  a  field  in  which  Government 
had  several  stacks  of  wheat.  All  the  men  who  cou'd  be  found 
were  ordered  out.  The  field  was  near  a  mile  out  of  town.  I  went 
thither  myself.  The  night  was  dark,  the  wind  high,  and  the  ^n, 
from  its  extent,  and  the  noise  it  made  thro'  lofty  blazing  woodsy 
was  truly  terrible ;  we.  however,  gave  it  a  direction  which  saVd 
our  grain,  and  we  are  busily  employed  in  thrashing  it  out.  This 
brings  me  to  mention  that  the  common  method  of  thrashing  out 
grain  is  very  tedious — ^that  it  wou'd  be  a  great  advantage  here^ 
where  we  are  so  subject  to  fire,  if  we  had  a  few  of  the  horse  thrash- 
ing-machines invented  and  us'd  in  Scotland.  I  understand  thej 
are  very  expeditious  in  this  operation. 

I  need  scarcely  mention  to  your  Grace  that  I  must  continue 
to  employ  such  free  artificers  as  I  can  hire  untill  we  can  complete 
such  works  as  are  essentially  necessary.  To  get  the  better  of  as 
much  of  this  expence  as  possible,  we  frequently  substitute  for 
corporal  punishment  a  certain  time  to  labour  for  the  public,  acoorcl- 
ing  to  the  degree  of  the  crime  committed,  and  this  is  more  felt  bj 
the  criminal  than  any  other  punishment,  for  it  is  those  only  who 
are  upon  their  own  hands  that  we  punish  in  this  way. 

I  have,  &C., 

Jno.  Hunter 

[Enclosure.] 
Work  performed  since  October,  1796, 

1.  Built  a  strong  log-prison  at  Parramatta,  of  100  feet  long,  fitted  witik 
separate  cells  for  prisoners. 

2.  Bnilt  a  strong  donble-log'd  prison  at  Sydney,  80  feet  long,  and  fitted  ^ 
above. 

'    3.  Built  a  windmill  at  Sydney  with  a  strong  stone  tower ;  it  is  now   ^ 

work.  __a-ti 

4.  Built  a  granary  at  Sydney,  which  will  contain  from  10  to  \%0^^ 
bushels  of  wheat. 

5.  Repaired,  covered  with  a  complete  coat  of  lime,  and  whitewaah'd 
the  military  barracks,  storehouses,  hospital,  officers'  dwdling-houaes,  t 
other  brick  buildings  belonging  to  Government  at  Sydney,  which  were  iiv  ' 
state  of  rapid  decay,  but  are  now  as  perfect  as  ever,  and  will  last  wa^^J 
years. 

*  8«e  Hunter's  General  Order  bearing  on  this  subject.— Post,  fk  909. 
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6L  Widen'd  lad  repaired  the  pnblio  roads  for  the  more  easy  and  expeditious       1797 

traTeliiiff  between  the  different  districts  of  the  colony. 
7.  Bnnding  an  additional  storehouse  at  Sydney.  ^  ^^"^ 

8b  Twenty-four  men  constantiy  employed  making  bricks  and  tiles  for 

public  use. 

9.  Preparing  materials  for  a  laive  windmill  at  Parramatta,  with  a  stone 
tower ;  most  of  the  materials  ready,  and  the  building  will  be  immediatly 
Ktaboat. 

10.  Built  two  new  stockyards  for  the  live  stock  of  Government — one  at 
Bnrunatta,  the  other  at  Toongabbe. 

U.  Rebuilt  several  of  Qovt  s  boats,  which  were  become  mere  wrecks  and 


12.  Prepared  ground,  and  have  sown  upwards  of  SOO  acres  of  wheat  for 
Government. 

IX  Bailt  quarters  for  two  assistant  surgeons ;  those  formerly  built  intirely 
4aeay'd. 

14.  The  town  of  Sydney  has  been  portioned  out  into  four  divisions,  in 
CMh  of  which  are  watchmen,  who  call  the  hour  of  the  night  (no  nocturnal 
lobberys)  ;  the  houses  are  numbered,  and  their  inhabitants  are  registered. 
Hm  boats  are  also  numbered  and  re^pster*d. 

US.  Many  other  works,  less  conspicuous,  but  equally  necessary,  have  been 
WB^leted. 

LlEDTKNA3n?-Gk)VERN0R  KiNG   TO  ThE   DuKE   OP   PORTLAND. 

(Banks  Papers.) 
My  Lord,  London,  15th  June,  1797.         16  June. 

The  situation  in  which  I  stand  I  hope  will  excuse  any 
impropriety  in  thus  intruding  myself  on  your  G racers  more  im- 
portant engagements;  but  seeing  that  the  pressure  of  public 
^ffiiirs  may  have  caused  my  late  request  to  escape  your  Grace  s  KinK's 
recollection,  I  humbly  hope  that  my  inducement  to  repeat  that  "^"crt- 
x^uest  will  be  accepted  as  some  apology  for  tlius  trespassing  on 
3^oar  Lordship's  patience  by  a  repetition  of  what  I  trust  will  not 
Appear  importunate,  but  in  some  measure  pardonable. 

1  have  already  had  the  honor  of  giving  your  Grace  a  detailed 
^tement  of  my  services  in  tlie  Navy  from  the  year  1770  to  His seniccs. 
1<88,  viz.,  ten  years  as  a  midshipman,  and  eight  years  as  a  lieu- 
^nant,  during  which  time  I  served  in  the  East  Indies,  America, 
^d  on  the  Home  station,  in  all  which  stations  I  was  so  fortunate 
^  to  meet  the  approbation  of  my  superiors. 

In  February,  1788,  I  was  appointed  by  Captain  Phillip,  then 
^vemor  of  New  South  "Wales,  to  settle  and  command  on  Norfolk  Commana- 
^*Jand,  where  I  remained  until  March,  1790,  when  I  was  sent  JJorfoik 
^  England  with  dis{)atches.     During  my  command  I  received  island. 
^vemor  Phillip's  repeated  approbation  of  the  exertions  that  had 
^^n  made ;  and  on  my  arrival  in  England  T  found  his  Majesty 
y^  been  pleased  to  appoint  me  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Norfolk 
-'^land,  and  soon  after  I  was  honored  with  the  rank  of  a  com- 
^^nder  in  the  Navy.     My  stay  in  England  was  only  eight  weeks 
V^our  of  which  I  was  confined  to  my  bed  by  sickness),  when  I 
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returned  to  Norfolk  Island  with  my  wife,  where  T  arrived  in 
November,  1791  ;  and  previous  to  Governor  Phillip's  departure 
for  England  in  1793  I  received  the  most  flattering  marks  of  his 
approbation,  and  it  is  from  his  representations  in  my  favor  that 
I  am  indebted  to  your  Lordship's  goodness  for  the  increase  of 
my  salary,  which  has  become  very  acceptable  to  the  wants  of  my 
increasing  family. 

In  consequence  of  the  successfuU  regulations  I  had  adopted  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  inhabitants,  I  was  honored  with  the 
pointed  approbation  of  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  by  his  letter  to 
Lieutenant-Governor  Grose,  dated  1 5  February,  1 7 9 4. *  It  has  been 
in  consequence  of  these  regulations  that  plenty  has  abounded  in 
Norfolk  Island  since  Sept.,  1792,  while  the  greatest  want  has 
been  repeatedly  felt  at  Port  Jackson,  whither  we  could  have  sent 
great  supplies  of  animal  food  at  a  time  they  had  not  a  pound 
of  meat  in  store,  if  we  possessed  the  means  of  transporting  it 
thither.  The  consequent  advantage  has  followed  of  being  able  to 
support  a  part  of  the  inhabitants  (who  are  necessarily  maintained 
by  the  Crown)  with  j^in  and  animal  food  at  one-tenth  part  of 
the  expenoe  that  it  would  have  cost  if  carried  from  India  or 
England,  which  ultimately  made  the  difference  of  1,052  tons  of 
the  provisions  sent  from  England  being  appropriated  to  the  colony 
at  Port  Jackson  alone. 

This  saving,  and  the  numbers  who  have  supported  themselves 
without  any  expence  to  the  Crown,  since  Sept.,  1792  (which  has 
been  nearly  a  third  of  the  inhabitants),  has  made  a  saving  in  the 
public  expence  of  £28,772  since  Nov.,  1791. 

The  erection  of  a  very  compleat  water-mill,  and  a  very  usefull 
durable  wharf,  with  several  other  necessary  public  buildings  and 
works,  amounting  to  the  value  of  £6,249  (calculating  the  labor  of 
each  convict,  with  his  maintenance,  at  £20  per  ann.),  has  been 
constructed  at  no  other  expence  to  the  Crown  (as  no  artificer  has 
been  paid  in  money)  than  the  labour  of  the  convicts. 

Having  already  been  honored  with  your  Grace's  opinion  respect- 
ing  my  conduct  in  suppressing  the  mutiny  among  the  soldiers  on 
Norfolk  Island  in  1 794, f  and  of  the  orders  then  given  by  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Grose  by  your  Grace's  letter  to  Governor  Hunter,  I  shall 
forbear  troubling  your  Lordship  with  the  conclusion  of  that  event, 
which  terminated  in  a  satisfactory  manner  to  myself,  the  reinstate- 
ment of  order  among  the  soldiers,  and  the  tranquillity  of  the  in- 
habitants, and,  excepting  that  temporary  interruption,  the  utmost 
regularity  and  good  order  has  prevailed  from  the  time  the  island 
was  settled  in  1788  until  my  departure  in  1796,  which  will  be 
farther  secured  by  the  establishment  of  a  Criminal  Court,  the 
Patent  for  which  was  not  received  until  April,  1796,  previous  to 
which  all  complaints  were  settled  and  determined  on  by  myself 
as  a  magistrate. 

•  VoL  U.  p.  110.        t  Vol.  ii,  pp.  108-110, 125-181, 13&-173, 178-191,  868-808. 
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To  trouble  your  Gruce  with  any  further  particulars  of  tny  conduct  1707 
wonld  be  too  great  a  trespass  on  your  time,  particularly  when  I  ujunt^ 
refiect  that  your  Grace  and  predeceaaors  in  office  have  been  con- 
itantly  informed  from  time  to  time  by  myself  and  the  Governors 
of  the  territory,  not  only  of  such  events  as  have  occurred  in  tho 
prt^Tesaive  steps  of  the  charge  I  was  honored  with,  but  also  of  my 
emduct,  and  that  of  those  under  me. 

Permit  me  to  assure  your  Lordship  that  a  severe  and  long  illness  Fomxi 
■lone  induced  me  to  solicit  Governor  Hunter's  jiermission  to  return  {^  ^riiHui 
to  England  for  the  re-establishment  of  my  health,  which  is  so  far  b]  ui-hcoith. 
noruited  as  to  renew  my  hoi>es  of  being  long  useful!  in  any  situa- 
tion that  his  Majesty's  service  may  require.     And  I  trust  not  to 
ba  thought  presuming  in  stating  in  the  most  respectful  manner 
llttt  the  only  savings  I  have  been  able  to  make  from  my  pay  does 
,      not  exceed  £650,  which  is  in  thn  four  per  cents.     I  have  also  due 
L     tome  about  X400  for  the  sale  of  my  effects  previous  to  my  leaving 
I     the  ialand,  to  which  may  be  added  the  valuation  of  my  private 
I     Mock  of  sheep  and  goats,  amounting  to  X6o'2,  which  I  left  for  the  kiiik'i 
I      Be  of  Government,  the  whole  of  which,  amounting  toabout  £1,700,  ^S^^om. 
I      Inn  assure  your  Grace,  in  the  fullest  extent  of  truth,  is  every 
bithing  I  am  possessed  of,  excepting  my  pay,  to  support  my  wife, 
four  children,  and  an  aged  parent,    I  should  not  have  presumed  to 
tnnblfl  yonr  Grace  with  this  account  of  my  private  concerns  but 
tint  I  consider  it  a  duty  I  owe  to  his  Majesty's  service  and  myself 
toinbmit  that  statement  to  your  Grace's  notice. 

The  situation  I  stand  on  the  list  of  commanders  is  so  high  \ip  as  hib  nut 
to  preclude  any  chance  of  my  name  being  included  in  any  general  '"    '■""°'^- 
piTBnotion.    My  not  having  served  immediately  in  the  Navy  during 
tlu  last  nine  years  I  hope  will  not  be  an  objection  to  my  obtaining 
*^tional  rank  in  the  service  I  have  spent  so  great  a  part  of  my 
Jife  in,  and  in  which  it  has  ever  been  my  ambition  to  rise  in. 

But  as  I  have  ever  considered  it  my  bounden  duty  to  serve  his 
4kjesty  in  any  situation  than  my  services  might  be  thought  usefull, 
Jtniat  it  will  so  far  appear  to  your  Grace  that  I  have  faithfully 
*0d  honestly  discharged  the  trust  reposed  in  me  for  the  last  nine 
fears  that  any  impropriety  I  may  fall  into  in  humbly  requesting 
four  Grace's  influence  inmybehalf  to  obtain  the  rank  of  post-captain  JijJio^on. 
^11  be  excused  from  the  motives  that  has  induced  me  to  request 
'"is  mark  of  your  Grace's  approbation  of  my  conduct,  if  I  should  be 
^  fortunate  as  to  appear  de.serving  of  it. 

I  have,  4c., 

_^  FniLIF  GiDLEY  KlXG. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Dl'ke  of  Portland. 
My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Waiea,  20th  June,  1797.         m  June. 

The  many  subjects  I  have  occasion  to  trouble  your  Grace  Hunter's 
"Pon  increases  the  number  of  my  letters  on  the  concerns  of  this  '''"''■ 


234 


HISTORICAL  KEC0BD8  OF  K£W  SOUTH  WALES. 


1787 

90  June. 


Unavoidable 
repetition. 


Oooramp- 

tionof 

wheat. 


Sagar. 


Officials 
enga^gUig 
in  trade. 


Abnaeaof 
thei 


colony  to  much  greater  length  than  I  cou'd  wish ;  but  I  am  in 
hope  that  the  number  will  be  leas  inconvenient  than  letters  of 
greater  length  and  containing  much  variety  of  subject. 

In  the  various  steps  which  I  am  regularly  pursuing  for  bringing 
into  order  the  perplex'd  concerns  of  the  settlement,  I  have  some- 
times occasion  to  mention  the  same  matter  more  than  once,  and 
that  happens  from  its  being  next  to  an  impossibility  to  discover 
all  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  have  a  knowledge  of  in  one  day, 
or  in  one  month. 

Our  present  expenditure  in  wheat  is  at  this  time  very  con> 
siderable,  and  no  cbubt  occasions  an  appearance  of  great  expenoe, 
but  your  Grace  will  observe  that  it  is  occasioned  by  the  want  of 
those  articles  which  have  generally  been  sent  us  from  England, 
and  which,  being  a  part  of  the  aUoVd  ration,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  substitute  some  other  article  in  lieu  ;  having  no  other,  we 
serve  an  additional  proportion  of  wheat.  Pease,  rice,  and  sugar 
have  been  sometimes  expended.  They  are,  therefore,  replaced  by 
an  additional  quantity  of  wheat.  One  of  the  ships  just  arrived, 
having  touched  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  has  brought  from  thenoe  for  sale 
a  quantity  of  sugar,  which  I  have  considered  at  a  less  price  than 
Grovemment  could  possibly  at  this  time  send  it  from  "Rnglawd. 
I,  therefore,  have  purchased  ten  tons  at  one  shilling  per  pound, 
which  I  trust  your  Grace  will  not  disapprove.*  There,  are  several 
other  articles  which  have  been  long  applied  for,  without  which  we 
shall  be  intirely  at  a  stand.  As  far  as  I  can  procure  them  from 
such  ships  as  call  here,  I  feel,  myself  compelled,  much  against  my 
inclination,  to  purchase. 

I  have  already,  in  my  separate  letter  of  the  12  th  November, 
1796,t  mentioned  the  consequences  to  the  public  service  of  that 
rage  for  speculation  and  traffic  which  seems  to  pervade  the 
majority  of  those  holding  situations  under  the  Crown,  and  that 
this  evil  has  descended  to  superintendants,  storekeepers,  and 
various  other  descriptions  of  people,  so  that  the  public  duty  was 
intirely  neglected.  Every  day  convinces  me  more  and  more  that 
many  of  those  people,  if  they  cannot  be  prevailed  on  to  make 
their  public  office  their  first  consideration,  shou'd  be  removed. 
Their  private  concerns  occupy  all  their  time,  and  £50  per  annum 
seems  to  be  no  object  when  £300,  £400,  or  £500  is  to  be  gained 
by  trade.  The  farms  in  the  hands  of  some  individuals  are  very 
extensive.  I  pretend  not  to  judge  how  far  this  may  prove  a 
public  benefit ;  but  I  am  very  sensible  that  those  who  possess 
them  will  ever  be  found  inimical  to  the  success  of  Government  in 
agriculture,  because  such  success  affects  their  main  object. 

I  have  formerly  given  an  opinion  on  the  advantages  derived 
to  the  colony  by  the  officers,  civil  and  military,  having  taken  to 
farming  and  rearing  of  stock.  I  have  never  chiuiged  that  opinion ; 
but  I  have  discovered-  what  I  cou'd  not  foresee  when  I  gave  it : 

*  The  Duke  of  Portland  did  not  approve  of  this  purchaie.— Poet,  pk  513.     t  Ante,  p.  166. 
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'^d  fi'om  their  exertions  in  agriculture       1797 
nte  porsue  a  more  extensive  field  in  tlie  way  of     jo  Jum. 
t  ae  injuriotu  tn  industry  as  their  former 
'Die  tanaing  of  officei-s  whilst  they 
Dointments  under  the  Cniwn  might  probably 
I  to  create  the  inconveniences  we  linve  had 
I  to  notice  had  they  been  ;iranted  under 
1  restrictions.     It  may  hn  found  difficult 
^of  those  inconveniences  ;  but  some  regula- 
•  adopted  which  mny  answer  tliat  eiuL 

B  convincing  ni^iument  with  your  Grace, 

r  traffic  lias  tieen  iiijuriouK  to  industry  in 

mtiouitij^  that  tlie  vast  variety  of  debts  Debu 

o  the  Ust  Court  of  Civil  Judicature,  held  "'  ''*""^ 

npetling  the  settlers  to  be  honest  and  to  pay 

Irlteen  the  complete  ruin  of  many  of  them; 

'i  to  sell  their  farms  and  tliniw  away  their 

i  paxt  to  enable  tliem  to  pay  debts  most  of 

&oted  by  drinking  xpirits  iit  it  most  exorbitant 

ixty  Bhillioga  per  gallon.     Your  Grace  will 

are  the  description  of  people  our  settlers 

uid  yuiir  Gnice  will  oIko  discover  wliat  a 

ule  spirits  have  lieen  smuglcd  into  the  colony  ijplriw. 

O  my  bent  undeavourK  and  Public  Orders,  and 

>  pievent  it  by  nieaiiK  of  a  guard  on 

r  caution,  I  have  not  succeeded.     The  stock 

P'Article  in  the  colony  when  I  arrived  was  very 

ve  unfortunately  been  placed  at  the  itcrnctocy 

_     f  from  head-<]uarters  (the  banks  of  the  Hawkes-  """'  * 

I  'A  oonaiderable  nuuiber  of  them  refus'd  lately  to 

c  Order  I  had  .icciiaion  U)  issue,  and  did  not  hesitate 

y  did  not  care  for  thf.  Uovernor  ur  the  Orders  of  tlie 

f  Wtrt  Jrte  josh,  and  wou'd  do  at  tkei/  pleat'd.      I,' 

y  soon  convinc'd  them  of  their  mistAke,  and  they 

f-  humble,  and  promis'd   the  strictest  obedience  in 

tfd  pardon  this  offence.     This  turbulent  conduct 

^  have  hnppen'd   had  these  people  been  kept  under 

'■tions  from  the  lieginning.     I  trust,  however,  my 

t  shall  in  time  bring  them  to  Ijc  more  orderly  and 

b  happier,  and  probably  more  opulent  than  they  at 

Bkphunts  having  lieeii  made  by  the  settlers  of  the  heavy 
■-— tiding  the  hire  of  labourers,  I  have  considered  their 
i  have  eetablished  the  iste  of  wages*  for  the  different  Ths  nte 
r  ill  orer  the  colony,  to  which  I  have  bound  the  ^  "'"•^ 

Ante,  pp.  1B7,  OM ;  p«t,  p.  ise 
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settlers  by  written  articles  strictly  to  adhere  under  a  certain 
penalty.  This  will  prevent  impositions  of  some  extent.  We  have 
no  less  than  700  men  out  of  their  time  and  off  the  public  storey 
and  we  have  many  more  whose  time  being  nearly  expired  will  be 
discharged  if  they  desire  it. 

Many   of  them   have   become   a  public   and  very  dangerous 
nuisance  ;  being  too  idle  to  work,  they  have  join'd  large  bodys  of 
the  natives,  and  have  taught  them  how  to  annoy  and  distress  the 
settlers,  who  have  many  of  them  been  murder'd  by  them,  their 
houses  burnt,  and  their  stock  destroyed.     They  have  threatened 
to  burn  and  destroy  our  crops  upon  the  ground,  and  to  kill  our 
cattle  wherever  they  can  find  them.     I  am  therefore  obliged  to 
arm  the  herds,  and  it  distresses  me  to  say  that  I  fear  I  shall  be 
under  the  necessity  of  sending  arm'd  parties  in  all  directions  to 
scower  the  country.     I  have  been  out  myself  with  a  small  party 
of  oflScers,  and   1  shall  frequently  do  so,  and  prevent,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  destruction  of  many  of  those  people  who  are  kd 
entirely  by  the  villians  who  have  got  amongst  them.     We  are 
much  in  want  of  some  small  arms  and  some  camp  equipage^  in 
order  to  take  particular  stations  for  preventing  these  mischief. 

The  vast  number  of  women  for  whom  we  have  very  little  work 
are  a  heavy  weight  upon  the  store  of  Government.*  If  we  estimate 
their  merits  by  the  charming  children  with  which  they  haw 
fiird  the  colony  they  will  deserve  our  care  ;  but  it  will  become  a 
matter  for  the  consideration  of  Government  whether,  after  the 
father  has  withdrawn  himself  from  the  service  of  the  pubhc,  his 
children  are  to  continue  a  burthen  on  the  public  store.  I  have 
informed  several  that  when  they  quit  the  service  of  Government 
they  must  take  their  family  with  them.  The  military  have  many 
children,  and  they  are  all  fed  and  cloth'd  at  the  public  expenoe; 
the  pay  of  a  private  soldier  cannot  maintain  them,  and  I  cannot 
see  their  infants  in  want. 

Permit  me,  my  Lord,  before  I  conclude  this  letter,  to  observe 
that  our  vast  distance  from  England,  and  the  great  length  of  tifflO 
which  must  elapse  before  I  can  be  gratified  with  your  Grace* 
commands  on  any  of  the  subjects  in  which  it  may  be  requiaite  I 
shou'd  be  instructed,  renders  my  time  of  suspense  exceedin^T 
painful,  and  in  an  extraordinary  degree  so  when  I  have  tf 
occasion  to  complain  in  my  public  character  on  the  attempt  made 
by  a  speculating  individual  on  the  authority  of  his  Majest/* 
Govt. ;  this  is  a  circumstance  *  which  an  honest  and  honourahle 
pride,  and  a  determination  to  support  that  authority  by  eveiy 
legal  and  proper  means,  will  not  as  a  public  concern  allow  me  to 
drop,  until  it  is  either  notic'd  in  that  light,  or  is  reduc'd  to  that  of 
a  private  one,  for  I  cannot  suffer  such  a  piece  of  presumption  and 
impertinence  as  that  of  which  I  have  complained  to  pass  unnotic'd' 
I  trust  your  Grace  will  view  it  as  it  deserves.     Had  the  opinion* 


*  Ante,  p.  182 ;  post,  pp.  508,  685. 
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of  this  meddling  peraon,  however  founded  on  speculative  notions, 
been  respectfully  laid  before  me,  as  they  ought  to  have  been,  and 
it  was  his  duty  to  have  done,  your  Grace  wou'd  have  received 
them  through  me,  together  with  such  observations  upon  their 
|ncticability  as  I  might  have  seen  occasion  to  make,  but  it  was 
ikae  observations,  so  necessary  for  your  Grace's  more  perfect 
idonnation^  that  he  was  unwilling  to  risk ;  he  wished  rather  to  lay 
More  your  Grace  some  plausible  opinion  founded  upon  his  own 

rilative  ideas,  without  its  being  known  how  far  they  were  at 
time  practicable,  and  to  keep  me,  to  whom  they  ought  to  have 
lem  submitted,  if  well  meant,  in  the  dark  respecting  their  nature. 
I  dydl  continue  to  hope  that  your  Grace  will  so  represent  this 
complaint  to  his  Majesty  as  will  prevent  in  future  any  attempts 
cCthis  nature,  which  may  be  felt  (if  not  discouraged)  by  the 
Oovemors  of  his  Majesty's  other  British  possessions  as  well  as 

I  will  take  this  opportunity  to  inform  your  Grace  that  as  such 
American  ships  as  have  touch'd  here  from  time  to  time  have 
jBnerally  taken  away  such  of  the  people  as  had  completed  their 
term  of  transportation,  I  have  determined  that  during  this  time  of 
tnr  none  shall  be  permitted  to  leave  this  colony  in  a  foreign  ship. 
IBiis  the  men  feel  as  an  hardship ;  but  I  consider  it  a  duty  I 
#WB  my  country  to  prevent  the  loss  of  so  many  of  his  Majesty's 
nSgecte,  when  their  country  may  have  occasion  for  them.  In 
Hog,  altho'  it  may  be  thought  by  some  that  I  have  exceeded  my 
mikhority,  I  shall  hope  it  may  not  be  disapproved  by  your  Grace. 

If  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  King's  ships  at  the  Cape  of 
CkN)d  Hope  had  sent  two  or  three  frigates  here  to  recruit  for  the 
ftet  they  wou'd  have  returned  again  in  less  than  five  months, 
Wng  the  first  of  the  summer,  and  receive  as  many  men  as  wou'd 
^  felt  by  the  fleet  a  considerable  advantage. 

Your  Grace  will  have  understood  long  before  you  can  receive 
^  that  I  had  refus'd  my  sanction  to  an  officer  sent  from  the 
&it  Indies  to  recruit  soldiers  here.f  I  did  not  then  think,  for  the 
'Mions  which  I  gave  your  Grace,  that  I  cou'd  with  safety  to  the 
^QQoems  of  the  colony  allow  it ;  but  the  numbei-s  who  have  since 
*^  discharg'd  from  the  victualling-books  in  consequence  of  their 
^ttm  of  transportation  being  expir  d,  and  the  men  whom  we  have 
'■QOB  receiv'd,  will  admit  of  those  who  are  upon  their  own  hands 
^^btg  thin'd,  for  they  now  do  much  mischief. 

I  have,  <i:c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Im  Xacarthur'f  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  to  which  Hunter  evidently  refers ; 
y^pi.  in.     The  letter  was  forwarded  by  the  Duke  to  Hunter  for  the  latter's  commente  ; 

•If^  pp.  2,  0Ol  The  Duke  of  Portland  approved  of  Hunter's  action  in  refuting  to  allow 
tMitbcrltiM  to  recruit  their  forces  from  the  ranks  of  the  expirees.-  Post,  p.  801. 
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Maurice  Margarot  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Grose.* 

May  it  please  your  Honour, 

Brought  a  prisoner  to  this  colony  in  consequence  of  a 
tcnce  of  transportation  passed  against  me  by  the  Lord  Justioe- 
Clerk  of  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary  in  Scotland,  and  approved 
by  his  Britannic  Majesty,  I,  with  all  respect  to  those  officers  who 
here  act  in  his  name,  claim  the  restoration  of  my  freedom — 
freedom,  the  common  birthright  of  Britons — and  to  which  I  feel 
myself  entitled,  inasmuch  as  I  conceive  my  sentence  to  be  fulfilled 
on  my  arrival  here,  that  sentence  being  transportation,  not  slavery, 
the   latter  unknown  to  our  laws,  and  directly  contrary  to  the 
British  Constitution  as  it  was  established  by  the  Revolution  of 
1688,  which  placed  the  present  family  on  the  Throne  for  the  imme- 
diate purpose  of  more  effectually  protecting  British  freedom.    It 
would  therefore  not  be  doing  justice  to  my  countrymen,  when 
cheerfully  undergoing  a  long  exile  for  their  sakes,  were  I  silently 
to  suffer  in  my  own  person  so  great  a  violation  of  their  charten. 

Unused  to  the  more  refined  language  of  a  courtier,  I  must  entreit 
your  Honour  not  to  be  offended  at  the  plain  manner  in  which  I 
here  express  myself.  This  case  applies  not  to  me  alone,  bat  to 
every  Briton,  for  if  the  Executive  power  can  make  one  slave,  ifc 
may  make  all  so.  Your  Honour  will  then,  I  hope,  perceive  the 
absolute  necessity  I  am  under  of  making  such  my  constitutional 
demand,  and  as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  this  colony  you  will,  I 
trust,  officially  and  publicly  restore  to  me  my  freedom. 

Should  it,  notwithstanding,  prove  otherwise,  I  must  take  the 
liberty,  whatever  personal  danger  may  impend,  to  enter  a  formal 
protest  against  a  refusal,  which,  I  apprehend,  may  be  supported^ 
but  am  certain  cannot  be  justified,  by  those  to  whom  the  Execatbe 
power  has  been  committed.  I  am,  <fec., 

Maurice  Mabgaboc 

Major  Grose  to  Maurice  Maroarot. 
Mr.  Margarot, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  29th  inst.,  which  lanp- 
pose  is  written  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  with  what  patieW* 
I  shall  bear  any  seditious  remarks  you  may  hereafter  see  fit  to 
entertain  me  with. 

I  hope,  sir,  for  your  own  sake,  our  correspondence  is  to  dofl^ 
here ;  that,  instead  of  the  President  of  6,000  persons,  whcMn  yo* 
boast  to  have  harangued,  you  will  now  consider  yourself  as  the 
convict  from  whom  humility  is  expected,  and  to  whom  very  litd* 
ceremony  will  be  used  if  the  least  propensity  to  disturb  the  peac^ 
of  this  place  is  ever  discovered. 

*  Published  in  the  Bdiiiburffh  Advertuer  of  20th  June,  1707.    The  letter,  which  biiO  "^ 
date,  was  evidently  written  in  the  year  1794,  before  Grose  embarked  for  Eaglsod. 
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There  is  every  indination  on  my  part  to  acxM>niinodiite  your  un>      1797 
intimate  situation  so  far  as  it  consistently  can  be  done,  but  tliis     oq  j„q^ 

I  have  some  idea  does  not  answer  your  purpose  so  exactly  as  if 
Jim  were  able  to  complain  of  fetters  and  severe  treatment.     If 

tbii  is  at  all  your  desires^  it  is  easy  to  be  furnished  with  materials  Oroeo 
ir  a  very  long  letter ;  for  you  may  rest  assured  I  have  not  the  i'i'SjJJ^oTi. 
■allnnt  doubt^  neither  shall  I  have  the  least  hetiit^ition,  of  forcing 

II  much  good  order  from  you  as  from  any  other  prisoner  in  the 
fhea,  I  am,  &Cj 

Fkancis  Gbose. 

Governor  Hunter  to  Under  Secrktaky  King. 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  20th  June,  1797. 

The  uncertainty,  in  the  time  of  war,  of  my  different  letters  Tiic  war. 
m  the  various  subjects  I  have  had  occasion  to  write  upon  coming 
Uj  to  hand  will,  I  hope,  be  admitted  as  a  sufhcient  apology  for  my 
ttuidering  it  necessary  on  some  occasions  to  repeat  my  applications. 

I  have  some  time  past  written  and  express'd  my  hope  that  a 
iqvply  of  slop  cloathing  wou'd  be  sent  us  as  early  as  possible.  Since  ciothinf;. 
that  time  we  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  receive  a  supply  by 
the  Sylph,  victualing  ship,  which  serv'd  to  I'elieve  my  immediate 
va&tB,  and  not  sooner,  I  assure  you,  sir,  than  our  necessitys 
dananded.  I  have  now  to  intimate  that  we  l]a>'e  (excu])t  in  a  few 
trifling  articles)  completely  issued  that  supply. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  propose  a  change  in  th(*  article  of  breeches  a  chancre 
•nd  stockings  for  the  men,  and  instead  of  them  to  substitute  °'  ^-''o^**^"'^- 
•ither  blue  or  brown  long  woolen  trowsei-s,  which  aro  far  more 
conyenient  and  comfortable  to  the  people,  and  much  mon^  desir'd 
hy  them.  If  the  materials  only  were  sent  out  the  expence  of 
Bttking  might  be  sav'd,  as  the  men  wou'd  prefer  fitting  themselves. 
Such  a  pair  of  trowsei-s  answers  the  purpose  of  breeches  and 
stockings  together,  so  that  very  few  of  the  latter  wou'd  be  neces- 
sary, and  none  of  the  fonner.  Amongst  the  different  particulars 
lent  out  with  the  slops,  none  has  been  more  usefull  than  the  nivon 
^iuckor  thin  canvas.  It  is  exceedingly  convenient  in  the  summer 
far  frocks  and  trowsers,  and  renders  the  issuing  of  woolens  at  that 
*iiion  less  necessary. 

Nothing  cou'd  have  been  better  consider'd  than  the  sending  Shoes  aiui 
^ith  the  shoes  a  quantity  of  sole  leather.     It  has  (xjcasion'd  our  ^^  ^^^' 
^Rniiing  out  the  proportion  of  shoes  to  near  twice  the  time  they 
^ron'd  have  lasted.    And  here  I  will  take  an  opportunity  of  repeat- 
^  what  I  have  formerly  mentioned — that  the  shoes  are  exceedingly 
W ;  they  will  not  last  a  week. 

Allow  me,  air,  in  this  place  to  say  that  you  can  have  no  idea  of 
^  distress  we  experience  thro'  the  want  of  a  supply  of  naval  Naval 
•tores.     These  are  articles  which  my  own  professional  knowledge  ^^^^ 
^nres  to  convince  me  you  have  in  these  times  a  great  demand 
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for  at  home  ;  I  have  therefore  been  the  less  importunate  on  that 
subject ;  but  I  can  no  longer  delay  assuring  you,  sir,  that  such 
necessary s  are  exceedingly  wanted  for  forwarding  many  works  upon 
which  my  whole  stock  of  resources  have  been  completely  expended 
long  ago,  and  boats  and  small  craft  nearly  wome  out  or  laid  up. 

Tools  of  every  kind  I  must  not  omit  to  mention,  altho'  I  trust 
long  before  you  can  receive  this  you  will  have  seen  Mr.  Palmer, 
our  Commissary,  who  carried  with  him  all  our  demands ;  and  I 
hope  you  will  find  that  they  have  been  made  out  in  the  manner 
suggested  to  me  before  I  left  London  as  the  most  proper  form. 

On  the  subject  of  stationery,  I  must  observe  that  unless  you 
were  acquainted  with  the  whole  process,  or  manner,  in  which  the 
various  concerns  of  the  colony  is  carried  on,  and  the  different 
channels  thro'  which  it  must  pass,  to  prevent  that  confusion  of 
which  I  have  had  so  much  cause  to  complain,  and  which  wou'd 
often  be  found  to  involve  greater  expence,  you  can  have  no  idea 
of  the  vast  quantity  of  that  article  necessary.  You  know,  sir,  that 
I  am  allowed  for  stationery  £20  per  annum,  which  for  my  own 
mere  letter>writing  and  correspondence  might  be  sufficient ;  but 
when  it  is  considered  that  I  must  supply  all  the  inferior  officers, 
or  those  whom  I  must  employ  on  the  public  business  for  keeping 
lists  of  working  partys,  for  making  out  daily,  weekly,  and  monthly 
reports  of  labour  and  other  necessary  returns,  it  will  be  found 
that  £bO  does  not  defray  my  expenses.  I  am,  at  this  day,  obliged 
to  supply  every  department  in  the  colony,  and  it  is  fortunate  it 
has  been  so  long  in  my  power.  I  am,  however,  drawing  very 
near  to  the  end  of  my  stock  of  that  very  necessary  article.  I  have 
to  request,  sir,  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  represent  this 
circumstance  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  that  some  way 
may  be  suggested  for  remedying  this  inconvenient  expence,  either 
by  increasing  my  allowance  for  those  purposes,  or  making  a  sep- 
arate allowance  for  this  use,  or  in  any  way  which  may  appear  to 
his  Grace  to  be  the  most  proper.'*' 

Among  the  convicts  lately  arriv'd  by  the  Britannia  and  Ganges- 
I  am  pleas'd  to  find  a  few  usefuU  roechanicks.  This  will  enable 
me  to  discharge  from  wages  some  I  have  been  obliged  to  hire ; 
but  I  am  extrem'ly  concerned  to  observe  that  our  repeated 
demands  for  tools  and  implements  of  husbandry  have  not  been 
answered,  nor  have  we  at  this  time  an  iron  pot  or  anything  to 
substitute  in  lieu,  and  when  those  people  are  divided  into  partys 
they  must  have  some  cooking  utensil.  Permit  me  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  assuring  you  that  if  the  various  articles  of  stores 
which  have  been  long  applied  for  are  not  soon  sent  us  we  shall 
be  completely  at  a  stand.  We  have  now  very  little  iron  left, 
having  been  oblig'd  so  long  to  manufacture  all  the  tools  wanted 
for  artificers  or  for  agriculture.  I  have,  &c., 

John  Huntkb. 


•  Post,  pp.  4M,  730. 
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2 Ist  June,  1797.        2iJuiic. 
Parole — Falsehood.             Countersign — Detect 
WuREAS  an  infamous,  scandalous,  and  anonimous  letter*  addressed  An 
t»  the  Governor,  has  been  picked  up  in  the  street  of  Sydney,  in  fetten 
^Mdi  his  Excellency's  servants  are  accused  of  carrying  on  a  trade 
■ipiritoous  liquors  under  the  sanction  of  their  master,  and  of 
kposiog  upon  those  with  whom  they  are  said  to  have  dealt :  This 
■  to  give  notice,  that  if  there  is  a  man  in  the  colony  who  has  in 
uj  respect  been  concerned  in  any  traffic  with  any  of  the  servants 
<tf  the  Governor,  and  who  has  in  way  been  w^rong'd  by  them,  that 
inch  person  will  come  forward  before  a  Court  of  Civil  Judica- 
ttn  and  solicit  an  inquiry  into  their  case,  and  for  that  justice  to 
vUch  every  inhabitant  is  intitled,  they  will  l)e  supported  and  pro- 
tected by  the  Governor  in  making  such  legal  claim  to  redress. 
And  whereas  the  peace,  regularity,  and  good  order  of  this  colony 
faends  much  on  the  respectability  in  which  its  magistrates  and 
ner  officers  are  held,  it  becomes  necessary  that  the  authors  and 
id?iaers  of  such  false,  infamous,  and  scandalous  publications  be 
hoaght  to  light.      It  is  therefore  hereby  promis'd  that  if  any  a  rc^-ard. 
|SBon  will  come  forward  and  give  infoi-mation  who  the  authors 
or  idvisers  of  the  infamous  anonimous  paper  above  mentioned  are, 
n  that  the  offender  or  offenders  herein  may  be  brought  before  a 
Court  and  prosecuted  to  conviction,  they  shall  receive  a  reward  of 
twenty  guineas ;  and,  farther,  if  the  informer  is  a  convict,  such 
convict,  beside  the  above  reward,  shall  receive  a  full  and  absolute 
mancipation,  and  be  permitted  to  leave  the  colony  by  the  first 
opportunity  they  may  meet.     Jno.  Hunter. 

fiwuRN  OF  Pay  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  of  Foot  for  182     24  June, 
days,  from  the  25th  December,  1796,  to  the  24th  June,  1797. 

23  sergeants,  at  Is. ;  21  corporals,  at  8d.  ;  14  drummers,  at  8d.  ; 
390  privates,  at  6d. 

Kecruits  joined — 3  sergeants,  3  coipoi-als,  2  dinimmers,  and  55 
privates. 

Recruits  discharged,  33  ;  deserted,  25  ;  died,  5. 

Total  pay,  £2,787  13s.  2d. 

W.  FovEAUX,  Capt  n  Command'g  N.S.W.  Corps. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  25th  June,  1797.         2r»  June. 

After  having  written  my  letters  No.  25  and  26,  which  will 
7  forwarded  herewith,  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Grace's 
^*8patch  No.  4,t  and  the  letters  which  accompanied  it,  as  marked  in 

•  !^te,  pp.  213,  214. 

t  Thit  is  evidenUy  the  letter  n-ritten  in  Augrust,  1790,  but  not  dated,  which  will  be  found 
*Pp.»-99,  ante. 
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1797      the  margin.*    Those  letters  were  received  by  the  return  of  his 

26  Jane.    Maj's  ship  Supply  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  her  commander 

—7^      having  taken  them  out  of  the  Ganges,  transport,  just  arrived  there. 

It  is  matter  of  no  small  gratitication  to  me  that  your  Grace 

state  of  the  ftppofti*8  satisfied  with  the  state  of  the  colony,  as  fiu*  as  I  had 

ooionj-.        an  opportunity  of  knowing  and  reporting  it  by  the  ship  Young 

William.     I  do  not  claim  to  myself  any  part  of  the  merit  which 

might  have  been  conspicuous  in  those  by  whose  means  that  state 

had  been  forwarded,  for  I  had  been  but  a  short  time  aniv'd. 

When  I  took  the  liberty  of   suggesting  to  your  Grace  that 

encouragement  being  early  and  amply  afforded  to  settlers  and 

Pj^^iq]^        others  employed  in  fanning  wou'd  be  the  surest  and  most  expedi- 

operations,    tious  way  of  promoting  the  agriculture  of  the  countxy,  as  holding 

out  a  personal  motive  to  exertion,  and  in  which  opinion  your 

Grace  has  been  pleased  to  agree  with  me,  I  must  bc^  to  assure 

you,  my  Lord,  that  in  offering  that  opinion  I  did  not  mean  to 

consider  the  public  interest  as  an  object  to  be  set  aside  for  a  single 

moment.     No,  my  Lord,  I  trust  your  Grace  will  do  me  the  honor 

to  believe  that  it  is  no  less  my  most  earnest  wish,  than  it  is  my 

indispensible  duty,  to  use  every  practicable  means  for  reducing 

the  heavy  expences  of  this  colony.     In  the  short  time  I  have  been 

Hunter's      here,  and  the  innumerable  difficultys  which  have  unfortunately 

difflcoities.    been  somehow  or  other  plac'd  in  the  way  of  my  early  success  in 

so  desirable  a  consideration,  your  Grace  will  discover  from  my 

successive  letters  (in  which  I  have  detaiFd  at  considerable  length 

what  those  difficultys  were,  and  how  great  my  cause  of  complaint 

had  been)  that  it  is  not  the  work  of  a  day  to  establish  that  reform 

in  this  colony  so  highly  essential  to  order  and  good  government, 

and  which  must  be  preliminary  to  a  reduction  of  the  vast  expences 

which  it  occasions  to  the  mother  country.     To  say  that  I  am  con- 

The  question  cem^d  those  expences  should  be  so  great  is  but  faintly  to  express 

of  expense,  the  anxiety  which  I  have  felt  on  that  account  since  my  arrival ; 

and  I  must  request  that  the  original  cause  may  be  recurr'd  to  and 

consider'd,  in  order  that  the  censure  (if  any  shall  be  consider'd  as 

deserv'd)  may  fall  where  it  may  be  thought  merited,  for  I  must 

say,  my  Lord,  that  much  of  the  sums  drawn  for  in  my  name  were 

occasioned  by  circumstances  which  had  their  existence  before  my 

time,  and  were  unavoidable  on  my  part. 

In  your  Grace's  letter  of  the  31st  August  lastf  it  is  particularly 

imnortation  ^^*^^*^  *^**  *  quantity  of  grain  at  a  very  great  expence  had  been 

of  grain.      imported  in  the  ship  Endeavour  when  she  brought  live  cattle  from 

India  to  the  colony.     It  is  impossible  for  me,  my  Lord,  to  form 

any  correct  judgement  on  the  then  necessity  of  ordering  that  grain 

to  be  received ;  but,  in  reply  to  your  Grace's  observation  relative 

*  Letters  —26th  September,  1796,  ante,  p.  138 ;  Slst  August,  ante,  p.  91 ;  and 
22nd  August,  ante,  p.  96  (note), 
t  Ante,  p.  01. 
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to  the  receiving  of  maize  from  Norfolk  Island  at  far  less  expence,  1707 
I  beg  leave  to  say  that  at  that  particular  time  it  might  not  have  35  june^ 
been  in  the  power  of  the  oonmianding  officer,  for  want  of  a  ship, 
to  hare  sent  to  that  island  for  what  they  cou'd  spare,  and  the 
Colonial  schooner,  which  is  a  mere  boat,  although  capable  of  carry- 
iqg  a  dispatch,  is  too  small  for  such  purpose.  I  will  take  the 
opportanity  of  observing,  my  Lord,  that  with  common  care  and 
attention  I  see  no  oocasion  for  the  colony  ever  to  have  recourse 
to  Norfolk  Island  for  that  article,  because  maize  grows  with  equal 
luxuriance  here,  and  consequently  shou'd  be  sold  as  cheap. 

As  soon  as  I  can  have  a  sufficient  quantity  of  firound  in  culti-  Govemmrat 
Titbn  on  the  public  account,  which  shall  be  as  early  as  the  labor 
d  the  convicts  whom  we  receive  from  the  Ganges  and  Britannia 
em  effect  it,  I  trust  that  I  shall  not  only  be  able  to  lower  the  price 
of  every  kind  of  grain,  but  that  the  quantity  to  be  purchased  by 
Government  wOl  be  veiy  small.  I  will  then  reduce  the  private 
iums  in  the  number  of  their  labourers,  unless  those  who  employ 
them  will  take  them  off  the  hands  of  Government  altogether ;  but 
to  do  that  before  I  can  ensure  bread  for  those  fed  at  the  public 
Qxpence  would  be  a  very  dangerous  experiment,  as  likely  to  reduce 
B8  to  want  in  that  necessary  article. 

The  salt  provisions  which  your  Grace  has  mentioned  we  shall  Salt 
receive  from  the  above  two  ships  will  fully  complete  to  the  time  ^^     **"*" 
pitipos'd  ;  but  I  must  take  this  opportunity  of  remarking  that  in 
^  resource  mentioned  by  your  Grace  of  salting  tish,  I  fear,  my 
"lord,  that  those  who  may  have  hinted  the  matter  to  Government 
hftve  been  rather  too  sanguine.    I  admit,  my  Loixl,  that  there  are 
*iines  when  industrious  individuals  who  are  in  possession  of  a  small 
*^t  may  frequently  furnish  their  family  with  fresh  lish,  which  The  rappi}' 
^re  chiefly  caught  within  the  harbours  ;  but  when  we  consi<ler  this 
^^uniness  on  a  larger  scale,  as  intended  to  supply  several  thousand 
t^ple  with  even  a  small  proportion,  and  take  into  our  recollection 
^^^t  there  are  but  few  fish  of  a  size  fit  to  salt,  that  we  have  no 
-^shing-banks  upon  this  coast  like  those  of  the  Noi*th  Sea  or  New- 
^nndland  to  resort  to,  and  upon  which  we  wou\l  require  boats  or 
Vessels  of  a  larger  size  than  small  row-boats,  we  shall  see  that  it 
>rill  not  promise  the  advantage  your  Grace  may  have  been  led  to 
^axpect — the  men  can  be  employ'd  to  far  better  purpose  in  the  field. 
Jf  we  were  even  provided  with  vessels  fit  to  navigate  along  the 
^coast,  and  to  enter  the  different  harbours  for  this  purpose,  we 
wou*d  require  fishing-netts,  hooks  and  lines,  <fec.,  &c. ;  but  I  am  very  Fishing- 
'Vpprehensive  that  had  we  a  number  of  such  vessels,  having  none  ^^  ^' 
l)ut  convicts  to  employ  in  them,  we  shou'd  frequently  have  cause 
^  n^jret  such  safe  opportunitys  of  leaving  the  colony  without  per- 
mission as  such  vessels  wou'd  afford.     Your  Grace  I  have  no  doubt 
"will  pardon  my  taking  the  liberty  to  point  out  those  difficultys. 
1  did  it,  my  Lord,  because  I  have  often  known  opinions  of  this 
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1797      nature  given  too  much  at  random,  and  without  having  taken  every- 
25  June,     thing  necessary  into  consideration.     I  am  pretty  well  acquainted 
with  the  practical  part  of  such  business  myself.     I  therefore  write 
the  more  confidently. 

Salting  lUh.  A  Mr.  Boston*  was  sent  out  by  Government  in  consequence  of 
some  proposal  he  had  made  relative  to  the  making  of  salt  and 
curing  of  fish,  but  he,  soon  after  his  arrival,  changed  his  plan,  and 
he  now  speculates  in  some  other  way,  and  I  am  of  opinion  will 
continue  to  be  one  of  those  whom  the  colony  will  not  derive  any 
advantage  from.     With  respect  to  what  your  Grace  remarks  upon 

Norfolk  the  swine  bred  upon  Norfolk  Island,  I  am  of  opinion  that  were 
that  spot  whoUy  applied  to  such  particular  use  it  is  highly  pro- 
bable they  would  be  able  to  provide  a  considerable  quantity  of 
pork  for  this  settlement,  which  might  in  the  winter  season  be 
cured  there ;  but  they  will  require  materials  for  this  purpose,  which 
might  be  procured  from  the  East  Indies.  Salt  they  cou'd  make, 
but  sugar,  saltpetre,  and  some  spices  being  equally  necessary,  must 
be  sent  them  ;  without  these  articles  there  would  be  a  risk  of  great 

Feeding  the  loss.  Indian  com  for  feeding  such  animals  they  can  grow  abund- 
ance of,  but  the  labor  attending  the  cultivation  of  this  grain  is 
so  great  that  they  have  hitherto  consider'd  sixpence  per  pound 
as  low  as  they  can  sell  it ;  as  I  am  not  immediately  acquainted 
with  the  expence  of  sending  this  article  from  England,  I  am  not 
prepar'd  to  draw  the  comparative  expences.  Wheat  being  a  grain 
which  does  not  succeed  so  well  on  that  island,  I  fear  they  must 
have  recourse  to  us  for  that  article ;  their  want  in  this  respect 
occasioned  my  sending  thither  900  bushels  by  the  last  opportunity 
I  had. 

Additional  The  two  officers  and  sixty  private  soldiers  coming  out  in  the  two 
convict  shipsf  will  be  a  considerable  relief  to  the  duty  of  the  troops ; 
and  I  am  extremely  glad  to  understand  that  an  addition  to  the 
medical  department  will  arrive  at  same  time,  and  that  your  Grace 
is  pleas'd  to  propose  an  addition  to  that  of  the  Commissary  also. 

I  beg,  my  Lord,  to  mention  that  you  will  find  that  I  have  antici- 
pated, many  months  ago,  the  desire  your  Grace  has.express'd  that 

^xpenae  of    I  will  use  every  means  in  my  power  to  lessen  the  expences  of  the 

ettabiiah-      civil  establishment  by  discharging  every  useless  appointment.     I 

»tt«»t.  have  discharged  a  millwright  sent  out  by  Government  on  a  sallary 

of  £105  pr.  ann.  He  had  not  eam'd  £5,  altho'  he  had  cost  the 
public  £600  or  more.  Anxious  as  I  was  to  get  a  mill  erected,  I 
cou'd  not  effect  it  until  I  found  an  ingenious  Irish  convict,  w^ho 
has  finished  a  very  good  one,  and  as  an  encouragement  I  gave  him 
£25  and  abolished  the  above  sallary,  an  appointment  I  saw  no 
occasion  for.     Be  assured,  my  Lord,  I  will  continue  to  discharge 

*  Mr.  John  Boston  accompanied  the  Scotch  Martyrs  on  the  Surprize.— VoL  ii,  p.  225 ; 
post,  49U. 
t  The  ships  referred  to  were  the  Ganges  and  the  Britannia. 
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from  the  victualing-books  of  the  colony  all  improper  persons.     I       1797 
bare  remov'd  some  hundreds  since  I  arrived,  many  of  whom  shou'd    25  June, 
have  been  discharged  before  they  were. 

The  ship  Britannia,  with  convicts  from  Ireland,  arrived  the  convicts 
27tii  May.   From  the  extraordinary  manner  in  which  those  people  i^^^i 
are  sent  from  Ireland  hither,  I  must,  in  justice  to  those  convicts, 
repeat  my  hope  that  your  Grace  will  give  directions  that  I  am 
furnished  with  proper  lists  of  all  those   that  have   come  from 
that  country  within  the  last  iive  years,  noting  the  time  of  their 
conviction  and  the  term  they  are  to  serve.      I  have  no  official  list 
of  those  come  in  this  last  ship,  nor  any  account  but  such  as  the 
master  had  made  on  board.     It  is  necessarily  inconvenient  to  our 
concerns  here,  and  extremely  unjust  to  be  obliged  to  compel  the 
men  to  longer  ser\'itude  than  the  law  has  directed ;  but  such  is  Their 
onr  situation  with  respect  to  the  Irish  convicts,  who  are  a  very  JSjJSSS^. 
turbulent  description  of  transports.     They  have  more  than  once 
threatened  opposition  to  all  authority  if  they  are  not  liberated 
▼hen  their  time  of  servitude  is  expired,  a  circumstance  we  con- 
tinue to  be  left  in  ignorance  of. 

I  am  sorry  I  cannot  say  much  for  the  health  of  those  come  out 
in  the  last  ship.     The  people  have  been  kept  in  irons  the  whole 
voyage  in  consequence  of  some  conjecture  that  they  meant  to  seize  a  suspected 
Ae  ship  and  to  murder  the  officers.     They  look  most  wretchedly  °^"^"y- 
from  the  long  confinement,  and  will  require  some  time  to  recruit 
before  we  can  set  them  to  work. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  my  Lord,  that  one  of  the  King's  naval 
officers,  or  some  person  properly  qualified,  is  not  sent  out  in  ships 
^  employed  ;  the  convict  has  no  person  to  complain  to,  whatever 
^use  he  may  have.  Such  officer  wou'd  see  they  had  justice  done 
^hem  in  their  provision  as  well  as  their  treatment.  They  are  Treatment 
'Vithout  protector,  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  master  and  his  ^'  co»vict8. 
^cers,  who  in  the  present  instance  does  not  appear  to  have  had 
^uch  lenity,  as  a  number  had  died  on  the  passage,  of  whom  some 
had  been  severely  punished.  I  shall  direct  an  inquiry  and  trans- 
mit the  result  herewith  for  your  Grace's  information.*  I  am  dis- 
^pointed,  my  Lord,  in  the  surgeon  whom  your  Grace  meant  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Irvine,  deceased,  no  such  person  having  arrived  in  the 
Britannia. 

The  Ganges  arriv'd  on  the  2nd  of  June.     The  convicts  arrived  The  Ganges. 
in  better  health  than  those  already  mentioned,  altho'  some  are 
highly  scorbutic. 

Altho'  this  recruit  of  strength  is  considerable,  and  will  enable 
me  the  sooner  to  effect  what  your  Grace  is  desirous  of,  I  must  at 
same  time  say  that  I  discharg'd  the  other  day  more  than  a  hundred 
whose  time  was  expired,  and  struck  them  off  at  their  own  desire  from  Expirees. 
the  victualing-books ;  and  I  must  observe  that  many  of  those  who 
are  just  arriv'd  have  not  more  than  eighteen  months  or  two  years 

*See  the  evidence  taken  before  the  Judge- Advocate  and  iM'O  magittnites.— Poet,  pp.  240  et  teq. 
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The 

asBistant 

suiiBfeonfl. 


Liveitock 
from  the 
Cape. 


H.M.S. 
Supply. 


An  unaea* 

worthy 

vessel. 


Lieutenant 
Kent. 


to  serve,  having  been  convicted  in  1792  for  seven  years.  Thia  is 
extremely  inconvenient  and  fills  the  country  with  vagabond!. 
We  have  the  acquisition  of  an  assistant  surgeon  by  the  Ganges.* 

Permit  me  to  observe,  my  Lord,  that  in  all  the  ships  from 
Ireland  the  surgeon  sent  upon  that  service  is  refer'd  to  me  ior  4 
passage  home ;  I  must  therefore  remind  your  Grace  that  ai^d 
ships  sent  here  are  discharg'd  from  his  Majesty's  service  as  atmm 
as  clear'd,  and  are  engaged  under  another  contract,  I  have  it  nol 
in  my  power  to  order  a  passage  for  any  person  from  hence. 

His  Majesty's  ship  Supply  has  landed  in  health  twenty-seven 
cows  and  thirty-five  sheep  ;t  eight  cows,  two  bulls,  and  Uiirteen 
sheep  having  died  upon  the  voyage.  The  ship  having  prov'd  in 
so  weak,  decay'd,  and  leaky  a  state  as  to  have  been  thought  at 
the  Cape  too  bad  to  quit  that  port  upon  such  a  voyage,  her  com- 
mander, Lieut.  Will'm  Kent,  however,  considered  and  felt  the 
design  of  her  voyage  as  of  so  much  importance  to  this  colony, 
determined  to  run  every  risk,  and  fortunately,  but  with  very 
great  difficulty,  succeeded.  I  fear  she  cannot  be  again  sent  to 
sea.  I  have  directed  a  most  minute  survey  may  be  held  on  her 
condition.  I  I  feel  a  vast  loss,  my  Lord,  from  this  unfortunate 
circumstance,  because  the  zeal  of  this  officer  has  been  a  source  of 
satisfaction  to  me  in  my  hope  of  being  able  very  6oon  by  means 
of  this  ship  to  fulfil  the  command  of  his  Majesty  relative  to  the 
stocking  this  colony  with  cattle,  she  being  much  more  fit  for  this 
service  than  the  Reliance. 

The  report  of  survey  is  at  this  moment  laid  before  me,  which 
declares  the  ship  unfit  to  risk  the  lives  of  the  men  in  at  sea. 
She  IB  a  complete  mass  of  rotten  timber.  This  report  I  shall  by 
this  conveyance  forwaixl  to  the  Admiralty  and  Navy  Boards,  to 
the  first  of  whom  I  hope  your  Grace  will  point  out  the  necessity 
of  sending  a  ship  instead  of  the  Supply,  whose  officers  and  com- 
pany, having  no  means  of  sending  to  England,  I  shall  detain  and 
employ  in  such  way  as  the  service  may  require. 

If  it  should  please  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  to  order  that  a 
ship  may  be  sent  us  as  early  as  possible,  a  small  compliment  of 
men  may  serve  to  bring  her  out,  and  that  number  may  at  same 
time  serve  to  complete  the  compliment  of  both  ships,  which  are  at 
present  very  difficient.  This  ship  wou'd  also  be  convenient  for  saving 
freight  for  such  stores  for  the  colony  as  have  been  applied  for. 

The  zeal  manifested  so  frequently  by  Lieut.  Kent  for  the  service 
of  this  colony  will  induce  me  to  take  the  liberty  of  soliciting  for  so 
deserving  and  capable  an  officer  a  step  in  the  line  of  his  professicm. 
His  claim  is  great,  were  it  only  from  length  of  service  (twenl^ 
seven  years,  seventeen  of  which  he  has  held  a  Commission  ss 

*  Mr.  A88istant>Saiveon  Hileham. — Ante,  p.  08. 

t  AcoordiE^  to  Oomna  (toL  11,  p.  86X  the  Supply  arrived  on  the  leth  May,  1797,  hftTiofoa 
board  **  81  cows,  6  mares,  and  27  ewe  sheep— all  of  them  in  good  health."  See  also  post^  |k  STT. 
I  Pott,  p.  280. 
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lieutenant) ;  bat  it  is  the  dependance  I  have  on  his  steady  and      1797 
active  condact  on  which  I  rest  the  propriety  of  my  request  to    25  June, 
their  Lordships.     Should  no  other  officer  have  been  recommended 
I  joar  Grace  as  a  successor  to  Lt.-Goyr.  King  on  Norfolk  Island, 
>w  few  more  fit,  should  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  think 
deserving  the  rank  of  commander  in  the  Navy,  a  circum- 
which  I  cou'd  not  doubt  their  agreeing  to  were  it  in  the 
naallest  d^ree  countemanc'd  by  your  Grace.    I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Huxter. 
P.S. — One  of  the  persons*  who  arrived  here  having  mentioned  coai  clifl. 
their  having  found  a  large  quantity  of  coal,  tlie  day  before  they 
wo^  taken  off,  I  have  lately  sent  a  boat  to  that  part  of  the  coast. 
The  gentleman  who  went,  Mr.  Bass,  surgeon  of  the  Reliance,  was 
foitanate  in  discovering  the  place,  and  has  informed  me  that  he 
foand  a  strata  of  six  feet  deep  in  the  face  of  a  steep  cliff,  which 
Was  trac'd  for  eight  miles  in  length;  but  this  was  not  the  only  coal 
tliey  discover'd,  for  it  was  seen  in  various  other  places. 

Importation  op  Livk  Stock  from  thb  Cape  of  Good  Hope.! 

Privaie  Stock  embarked  on  the  Reliance,  Cape  of  Good  ITope,  20  June. 

Oapt  Waterhouse. — 2  cows,  2  mares,  1  colt,  26  sheep,  8  wethers;  Uveitock 
3  of  the  sheep  for  Gov'r  King.     Died  on  the  passage,  13  sheep  E5|t>«^   - 
^  different  kinds.  i 

Jieut.  Shortland. — 1  cow,  18  sheep.     Died  on  ye  passage,  5 
®^^es ;  5  killed  on  the  passage, 
lir.  Bass. — 1  cow,  19  sheep. 

Jir.  Palmer. — 1  cow  and  4  sheep,  a  goat  and  a  kid.      Died  on 
•«^  passage,  1  goat. 

l£r.  Grouldie. — 6  calves,  1  goat,  1  kid  ;  the  calves  for  the  mess. 
^Ir.  Scott. — 1  cow,  6  sheep.     Died  on  the  passage,  1  sheep. 
3fr.  Brookless. — 1  cow.     Died  on  the  passage. 

Government  Stock  embarked  on  the  Reliance. 
33  cows,  3  bulls,  20  sheep.    Died  on  the  pass.,  1 0  cows,  1 2  sheep.  % 

Government  and  General  Order. 

28th  June,  1797.  28  June. 

Parole— Fareham.  Countersign — Gosport. 

As  it  is  highly  probable  that  those  who  have  been  preparing  ground  Repairs  of 
W  wheat  this  season  have  by  this  time  finished  the  cropping  their 
Uad,  the  Governor  has  judged  it  necessary  to  renew  his  Order  of 
the  1 1th  of  January  last§  relative  to  the  public  roads,  and  to 
appoint  Wednesday,  the  12th  day  of  July,  for  the  commencement 
of  the  necessary  work.  Jno.  Hunter. 

*Tlie  rarvivon  from  the  wredc  of  the  Sydney  Ck)ve.    Appendix  A. 

t  The  fltatement  is  in  the  haodwriting^  of  Captain  Waternoiue. 

i  GblUiM  (vol.  U,  p.  40)  ftates  that  the  stock  on  board  the  Reliance  on  Ctovemment 
aoooant  waa— 28  cows,  3  bolls,  and  about  60  sheep.  He  makes  no  reference  to  stock 
cmbnked  on  private  aoooant.— Post,  pp.  277, 287.  |  Ante,  p.  188. 
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IJuly. 


Convicts* 
clothing. 


3  July. 


Lieutenant 
Hackellar. 


6  July. 


Treatment 
of  convicts 
on 
Britannia. 


H.M.S. 
Reliance. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

1st  July,  1797. 
Parole — Putney.  Countersign — Kingston. 

On  Saturday,  the  8th  instant,  the  following  slops  will  be  issued  to 
the  male  convicts,  viz.  : — 1  jacket,  1  waistcoat,  1  pr.  breeches  or 
trousers,  1  shirt,  1  blanket,  2  prs.  stockings,  1  cap,  1  hat,  1  pr. 
shoes,  1  lb.  soap,  and  J  lb.  thread.  Jno.  Hunter. 


The 

expenses  of 
the  colony. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

3rd  July,  1797. 
Parole — Impartiality.  Countersign — Equity. 

Lieut.  N.  Mackellar  will  continue  to  command  the  detachment 
of  the  military  doing  duty  at  the  Hawkesbury  until  farther  order. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  6th  July,  1797. 

In  my  letter,  No.  27,*  herewith  forwarded,  I  have  men- 
tioned that  reports  having  been  circulated  that  the  convicts  who 
were  brought  from  Ireland  in  the  ship  Britannia  had  been  treated 
with  so  much  severity  that  the  death  of  some  of  them  had  been 
occasioned  by  the  punishments  they  had  received,  I  directed  a 
Bench  of  Magistrates  might  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  an 
enquiry  into  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  these  reports,  in  order  that 
I  might  judge  how  far  there  might  be  ground  for  a  more  serious 
investigation.  The  enclos'd  paper,  No.  1,  is  the  examination  in 
full,  and  the  opinion  of  the  magistrates  who  made  the  enquiry. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  your  Grace  that  his  Majesty's  ship 
Reliance  arrived  from  the  Cape  on  the  26th  ultimo,  and  has  landed 
the  cattle  she  brought  in  good  health.  The  enclos'd  paper,  No.  2,t 
will  inform  your  Grace  what  we  have  receiv'd  by  the  two  ships. 
Each  officer  has,  on  his  own  account,  given  up  during  the  passage 
the  comforts  of  his  accommodation  on  board,  and  filled  them  with 
such  animals  as  their  respective  cabbins  were  capable  of  taking 
in.  This,  altho'  a  private  consideration,  is  nevertheless  a  public^ 
benefit  to  the  colony,  and  is  much  to  be  commended. 

Cautious  as  I  am,  my  Lord,  relative  to  the  drawing  of  bills  oi 
account  of  the  colony,  your  Grace  will,  nevertheless,  find  that 
am  frequently  and  unavoi&bly  compell'd  to  this  most  unpleasaa^ifc 
part  of  my  duty.     I  must  take  the  liberty  of  assuring  you,  m-y 
Lord,  that  a  part  of  these  sums  have  been  occasion'd  by  the  vrax^^ 
of  those  articles   without  which  we  should  nearly  stand  stiMf 
and  which  have  been  generally  sent  us  from  time  to  time  from 
England,  but  which  the  present  war  may  have  occasioned  our  not 
receiving  as  regularly  as  formerly.     I  w^ill  not  fatigue  your  Gr»^ 

*  Ante,  pp.  281  «f  teq. ;  the  poMage  referred  to  occnrs  on  p.  2S5.       t  Pwt»  P*  S77. 
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with  a  recapitulation  of  our  wants  ;  our  demands  have  been  some      1797 
time  in  England,  and  I  trust  they  will  be  attended  to  as  soon  as     q  j^iy^ 
possible.     It  may  not  be  improper  to  remind  your  Grace  that  the 
concern  of  Government  relative  to  agriculture,  as  mentioned  in 
former  letters,  occasions  much  of  our  expence  to  he  for  grain.  Coetof 
This,  I  need  scarsely  say,  after  what  I  have  written  on  these  sub-  ^^^"' 
jects,  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  prevent,  but  I  will  venture 
to  assure  your  Grace  that  it  shall  be  prevented  hereafter  in  as 
short  a  time  as  the  strength  I  have  can  accomplish  it. 

I  have  determined  never  to  receive  more  grain  at  one  time  on 
the  public  account  than  it  may  be  probable  will  keep  in  good 
condition,  and  thereby  prevent  the  losses  formerly  sustained  by 
Government  in  this  article. 

I  find  that  settlers  and  others  who  have  been  at  the  trouble 
'  and  expence  of  rearing  hogs  have  begun  to  despair  of  any  market, 
and  are  giving  up  their  attention  to  this  usefull  stock.     Its  price 
has  hitherto  been  in  this  colony  one  shilling  per  pound.     I  pro-  cost  of  pork, 
pose  in  a  short  time,  by  way  of  encouraging  attention  to  this 
stock,  to  advertise  for  a  certain  quantity,  if  I  can  have  it  at  nine- 
pence.     I  hope  your  Gi'ace  may  approve  of  this  measure,  as  I 
presume  it  is  less  expensive  than  our  salt  meat  can  be  sent  us.    In 
due  time  I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  reduce  the  price  of  all  kinds  cost  of 
of  stock ;  but  your  Grace  will  consider  that  it  requires  time  to  ■*°*^''* 
Diake  those  alterations  which  are  so  very  much  wanted  here,  and 
^hich,  as  far  as  relates  to  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  stock,  we  can 
^0  with  the  more  ease  when  our  stores  are  not  empty,  and  our 
^pendence  placed  wholly  on  the  stock  raised  by  individuals. 

As  soon  as  the  Reliance  can  be  repaired  and  put  in  a  condition 
^^^  sea,  I  must  send  her  to  Norfolk  Island  with  such  quantity  of 
^beat  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  settlement  as  she  can  whc&t  for 
^liveniently  take  on  board.     They  live  at  present  on  bread  made  f^^^^Jl^ 
^m  the  flour  of  maize,  and  appear  to  despair  of  beiug  able  to 
'^ifie  wheat. 

1  enclose  for  your  Grace's  information  a  continuation  of  the 
"V^blic  Orders,  No.  3,*  I  have  seen  it  necessary  from  time  to  Pu!)ne 
^^e  to  issue;  and  I  must  beg  for  a  moment  to  draw  your  Grace's  ^'^*^"' 
?^^ntion  to  that  of  the  21st  June  last.t  This,  my  Lord,  will  show 
*^  a  clear  point  of  view  what  I  have  to  strugle  with  in  the  execu- 
«on  of  my  public  duty,  and  in  my  endeavours  to  restore  that 
^*tler  so  long  lost  and  so  much  wanted^ 

,    The  last  ships  which  arrived  (as  is  too  commonly  the  practice)  spirits. 
^v©  brought  spirits  enough  to  deluge  again  this  colony,  and  to 
^Hrow  it  into  such  state  of  fermentation  and  disobedience  as  wou'd 
'^do  all  I  have  been  attempting  to  bring  about  for  the  public 

*  The  Pablio  Orden  will  be  found  in  their  proper  places  in  order  of  date. 
t  Ante,  p.  281. 
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1707 

6  July. 


A 

destnictive 
tiBde. 


Death  of 

Enaiffii 

Brook. 


OuurgM 
againat 
Gbpteln 
DennotL 


Svidenoe 
of  Dr«Bc!7or. 


good.  My  positive  refusal  to  suffer  this  poisonous  article  to  be 
laaded  has  given  much  offence,  altho'  eveiy  officer  has  been  per- 
mitted to  receive  what  he  wanted  for  his  private  accommodation. 

The  reward  offered,  my  Lord,  in  the  Public  Notice  above  men- 
tioned was  such  as  wou'd,  I  conceive,  have  been  irresiBtible  to 
a  convict;  but  not  having  produced  any  information,  I  have  much 
reason  to  suspect  it  is  with  some  of  their  superiors,  engaged  in 
a  destructive  trade,  and  whom  I  shall  not  cease  to  search  after. 
No  character,  my  Lord,  however  sacred,  however  immaculate,  is 
safe  here  in  the  present  state  of  this  colony  if  he  attempts  to 
oppose  that  disgracefull  traffic  which  has  done  so  much  mischief, 
llie  anonimous  paper*  alluded  to  is  written  in  too  scurrilous  and 
too  mean  a  language  to  lay  before  your  Grace,  and  is  no  doubt  so 
written  to  prevent  detection. 

It  would  be  well,  my  Lord,  to  have  some  clause  in  the  charter- 
party  of  ships  sent  here  that  should  serve  to  deter  them  from 
attempting  to  land  anything  forbidden  by  the  Port  Orders  without 
a  regular  permit. 

I  am  concem'd  to  have  to  report  to  your  Grace  the  death  of 
Ensign  Brock,  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps.  He  arrived  hero 
in  very  ill-health  on  board  the  Ganges,  and  died  the  6th  instant 
He  has  left  a  wife  and  family  much  distressed. 

I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Huntkr. 
[Endosare  No.  1.] 

Thb  Case  of  the  Cokviot  Vessel  The  Britannia. 

Proceedings  of  a  Bench  of  Magistrates  convened  by  order  of  his 
Excellency  Governor  Hunter,  kc,  &c,,  &c. 

Present : — ^The  Acting  Judge- Advocatef  ;   Reverend  Richard 

Johnson;  Wm.  Balmain,  Esq. 

Chaboes  imputed  to  Captain  Dennott: — Ist.  For  having  by 
severity  of  punishment,  executed  by  your  order,  occasioned  ye 
death  of  six  convicts  on  board  the  Britannia,  transport,  under  your 
command.  2nd.  For  your  general  conduct  not  having  been  suit- 
able to  ye  intention  of  Grovemment  in  sending  them  here  in  health 
and  safety. 

Nob.  1 1  and  2§  having  been  read  in  Court  to  Captain  Dennott, 
they  proceeded  to  swear  Mr.  Augustus  Beyer,  the  superintendant- 
surgeon  on  board  ye  Britannia,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes : — 
That  he  had  ye  charge  of  ye  troops  and  convicts  as  suigeon  on 
board  ye  Britannia ;  that  he  was  not  consulted  by  Captn.  Dennott 
when  punishment  was  inflicted  on  any  of  ye  convicts  except  J* 
Burke,  now  in  ye  hospital,  and  Lawrence  Dromed  ;  that  a  convict 
of  ye  name  of  P G received  four  hundred  lashes ;  that 

•  Ante,  p.  2S1.    Th«  uionyiiunii  paper  hM  not  been  preeenred. 
t  Richard  Atkint.  t^oat,p.  271.  |Poat,p.27L 
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the  next  morning  the  man  was  found  dead  ;  that  Captain  Dennett      1797 
in  this  instance  never  consulted  him  whether  he  had  received  as     ejuiy. 
many  hiahes  as  he  was  able  to  bear ;  that  je  man  was  in  a  good 
habit  of  body ;  that  to  ye  best  of  his  judgment  he  died  in  oonse- 
quenoe  of  ye  punishment  he  received,  and  that  some  others  likewise 
died  from  the  same  cause. 

No.  3*  having  been  read  to  Captn.  Dennett^  he  acknowledges  to  Exhibits. 
have  written  it  to  Mr.  Ricketts,  his  chief  mate. 

No.  4t  having  been  read  to  Captn.  Dennett,  he  acknowledges  to 
have  received  it  from  Mr.  Beyer.  Mr.  A»  Beyer  further  says 
that  water-sweetners  and  ventilators  that  were  put  on  board  by 
GoTemm^it  were  not  made  use  of ;  that  their  undermost  berths 
were  continually  wet»  and  that  no  steps  were  taken  to  dry  them. 

The  log-book  being  produced,  and  that  part  of  it  respecting  ye  Tbe 
punishment  of  the  convicts  being  read  to  the  Court,  he  (Captain  ^' 
Dennett)  swears  that  to  ye  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief  ye 
whole  of  it  is  true. 

Court  to  Mr,  Beyer. — On  the  punishment  of  those  convicts,  did  ^-  Bejcr. 
yon  ever  interfere  and  tell  Captain  Dennett  that  they  could  not 
receive  any  more  ? 

A, — No ;  because  in  consequence  of  ye  frequent  representations 
he  had  made  to  Captn.  Dennott  he  thought  himself  under  restraint. 

Lieutenant  Wm.  Bume,  New  South  Wales  Corps,  being  duly  Ueateuuit 
sworn,  says  that  to  ye  best  of  his  knowledge  Mr.  Beyer  was  never  ®°"®" 
(except  in  two  instances)  consulted  respecting  the  punishment  of 
the  convicts,  neither  was  he  himself  ever  consulted,  nor  were  any  of 
ye  officers  o£  the  ship  ever  consulted.  He  further  says  that  he  heard 
Captain  Dennott  say  to  some  of  ye  men  under  punishment,  "  I 
will  not  hang  you,  it  is  too  gentle  a  death,  but  I  will  cut  you  to 


Q.  by  Court, — As  you  had  frequent  opportunities  of  seeing  the 
state  of  ye  convicts,  do  you  think  that  Captn.  Dennott  took  such 
steps  as  might  answer  ye  intentions  of  Government  in  bringing 
them  to  New  South  Wales  in  health  and  safety  ? 

A, — ^The  first  part  of  the  voyage  he  thinks  he  did,  but  latterly 
it  was  perfectly  neglected. 

Q,  by  Oowrt, — Do  you  think  that  obstacles  have  been  thrown  HMuporing 
in  ye  way  of  Mr.  Beyer  in  the  execution  of  his  duty  ?  *  Bunfuon. 

A . — Innumerable  obstacles.  Mr.  Burne  further  says  that  ye  pro- 
visions intended  for  ye  convicts  in  ye  island  at  Rio  Janeiro  were 
often  not  sent  before  2  or  3  o'clock,  bqt  in  general  at  1  o'clock  ; 
that  Mr.  Beyer  was  never  ordered  on  duty  to  attend  ye  punish- 
ment, and  that  therefore  he  does  consider  him  as  a  medi<ad  man 
responsable. 

Q,  by  Ccwrt, — Do  you  think  that  in  ye  punishing  the  convicts  The  ohMgv 
he  (C^ptn.  Dennott)  was  guided  by  motives  of  humanity  ?  "^  '^'^^' 

•Foft,  p.  S78.  t  Post,  p.  278. 
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a  coovict 


Evidence  of 
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mate. 


Thechanre 
of  cruelty. 


A. — He  thinks  that  a  great  deal  of  inhumanity  was  used  towards 
them.. 

Q,  by  Gaptn,  Dennott  to  Mr,  Bume. — Whether  did  yon  hear  me 

ask  ye  doctor  if  the  two  K s  were  able  to  receive  three  hundred 

lashes? 

A» — I  am  not  sensible  of  it. 

Q,  by  Court, — Did  you,  while  ye  punishment  was  going  forward, 
conceive  yourself  as  aiding  and  assisting  Gaptn.  Dennott  on  that 
duty,  or  merely  as  an  officer  at  the  head  of  your  troops  ? 

A. — Merely  as  an  officer  unconnected  and  unconsulted  with  ye 
punishment. 

Q,  by  Mr.  Bume  to  Captn,  Dennott, — Did  you  ye  second  day 
after  punishment  hear  the  convicts  complaining  in  that  they  had 

no  water,  and  that  in  consequence  of  P G drinking 

his  own  urine  he  died  soon  afterwards  ? 

A, — He  did  hear  such  an  assertion,  but  that  it  was  redressed. 

Q,  by  Captn,  Dennott  to  Mr,  Bume, — Do  you  recollect  ye  body 

of  P G being  brought  to  the  gangway,  whether  you 

heard  ye  doctor  give  any  opinion  as  to  the  cause  of  his  death  ? 

A, — He  understood  that  ye  doctor  gave  an  opinion,  but  what  it 
was  cannot  say. 

A  question  being  put  to  Captn.  Dennott  whether  he  ever  con- 
sulted any  person  as  to  punishing  the  convicts,  he  answers  he 
never  did,  and  that  he  thinks  himself  responsable. 

Mr.  Isaac  Froome,  3rd  mate  of  the  Britannia,  being  duly 

sworn  : — 

Q,  by  Dr.  Beyer, — Did  Gaptn.  Dennott  ever  order  me  on  duty 
to  attend  ye  punishment  of  any  convicts  punished  on  board  ye 
Britannia  ? 

A, — To  ye  best  of  his  knowledge,  he  never  did. 

Q, — On  the  detection  of  the  conspiracy  to  take  ye  ship,  was  I 
ever  consulted  as  to  the  extent  of  ye  punishment  ? 

A, — Never  in  my  presence. 

Q, — Did  Captn.  Dennott  say  to  K and  T ,  convicts, 

*'  Has  this  man  taken  the  oath  % "  On  their  answering  in  tbe 
affirmative,  did  he  not  order  them  to  be  tied  up  and  receive  a 
certain  number  of  lashes  ? 

A, — He  did. 

Q, — ^On  ye  second  day  of  their  being  punished,  did  Captn. 
Dennott  ask  or  consult  me  whether  they  were  capable  of  receiving 
any  additional  punishment  ? 

A, — In  one  instance  he  heard  the  captn.  ask  him  whether  he  was 
able  to  bear  any  more  lashes,  and  that  his  name  was  J — .  H * 

Q, — ^Did  I  ever  meet  with  intentional  obstructions  in  ye 
execution  of  my  duty? 
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A. — ^In  some  few  instances  he  did.     On  your  asking  for  vinegar      1797 
it  was  refused,  bat  believes  that  ye  vinegar  was  not  at  hand.  e  Jtdy. 

Q. — ^Was  the  ship  leaky  in  her  upper  works,  and  did  not  a  great  «^Jjr^ 
deal  of  water  go  where  the  convicts  were  ?  of  th«  fhipw 

A, — She  was  leaky,  and  a  great  deal  of  water  went  on  ye  deck 
where  ye  convicts  were. 

Q. — Whether  when  the  deck  was  in  that  state  were  endeavours 
made  to  keep  it  dry  ? 

A. — At  first  it  was  done,  but  latterly  it  was  not,  there  not 
bein^  any  swabs. 

Q, — ^In  consequence  of  ye  water  coming  in,  were  not  many  beds 
destroyed,  as  well  as  cloathing,  and  several  of  ye  people  obliged 
to  sit  up  all  night  ? 

A, — There  were  several,  and  he  endeavoured  to  redress  it  by 
removing  many  to  the  upper  bertlia 

Q, — Were  not  ye  convicts  extremely  filthy  and  dirty  ? 

A. — Latterly  they  were,  for  want  of  brooms  and  swabs. 

Q. — ^Did  I  not  express  a  wish  that  ye  old  people  should  come  ^^^  ^ 
on  deck  at  all  times,  and  was  that  wish  complied  with  ? 

A, — It  was  not  all  times,  and  Captn.  Dennett  had  given  orders 
for  them  not  to  come  up  without  his  leava 

Statement  by  Lieutenant  Bume, — Mr.  Bume  says  that  a  com- 
plaint was  made  to  him  by  Dr.  Beyer  for  that  his  corporal  would 
not  suffer  ye  old  men  to  come  up.  The  corporal  said  that  such 
refusal  was  agreeable  to  Captn.  Dennott's  orders  to  him ;  that  on 
Dr.  Beyer  giving  directions  for  half  of  ye  grating  to  be  taken  off, 
in  order  to  give  air  to  ye  convicts,  the  chief  mate  said  it  should 
not  be  done,  as  it  was  contrary  to  Captain  Dennett's  order. 

Q. — Was  the  punishment  inflicted  on  the  convicts  severe?         severity  of 

^._Very  severe.  Senl""****" 

Q, — Did  you  consider  Captn.  Dennett's  orders  in  inflicting 
punishment  on  the  convicts  as  cruel  ? 

A. — ^In  some  instances  he  thinks  it  was,  in  others  not. 

Q. — Do  you  consider  ye  general  conduct  of  Captn.  Dennott 
towards  ye  convicts  such  as  to  answer  ye  intention  of  Government 
in  bringing  them  here  in  health  and  safety  7 

A, — The  first  part  it  was,  but  ye  second  part  not. 

Q, — ^In  what  instances  not  so  ? 

A. — By  ye  want  of  free  air  and  their  being  loaded  with  irons. 

Q, — Do  you  think  ye  rigid  measures  adopted  necessary  for  the 
security  of  ye  ship  ? 

A, — ^It  was  not  absolutely  necessary. 

Q. — Did  not  Captn.  Dennott  order  J — .  B ,  a  convict,  on  Th«  captain 

Uie  first  day,  to  receive  300  lashes  ?  ^v^icta. 

A. — He  did. 

Q. — ^Did  not  Captn.  Dennott  tell  B ,  after  he  had  received 

ye  300  lashes,  that  ye  next  day  he  should  receive  300  more  ? 


the  mate. 
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1707  A, — ^He  told  him  that  if  he  did  not  confesB  he  would  again  flog 

ejo,,.     him  to-moiTow. 

Thetoah.  ^* — ^^^  ^ brought  up  ye  next  day,  and  did  he  not 

receive  500  lashes  9 

A. — He  did. 

Q, — Did  you  hear  Captain  Dennott  say  to  B ,  while  under 

punishment  ye  second  day,  "  I  will  not  hang  you,  it  is  too  gentle  a 
death,  but  I'll  cut  you  to  pieces  V 

A. — He  did  hear  him  say  so. 

Q. — On  each  of  ye  punishments  inflicted  on  ye  convicts,  was  ye 
doctor  consulted  ? 

A. — Not  in  all,  but  Captn.  Dennott  took  responsability  on 
himself. 

Adjourned  to  Wednesday^  14th  June. 

Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Bvideooeof     Mr.  Jas.  Thos.  Rioketts,  chief  mate  of  ye  Britannia,  being  duly 

sworn : — 

Q.  by  Captn.  DemioU. — Be  so  good  as  to  relate  to  ye  Court 
the  circumstances  attending  ye  punishment  of  the  convicts,  and 
whether  the  surgeon  was  not  always  present  and  consulted  when 
ye  punishment  was  inflicted  1 

A, — He  was  sick  and  confined  to  his  cabbin  at  the  commence- 
ment of  ye  punishment,  and  that  he  can't  say  whether  the  doctor 
was  consulted  or  not;  but  afterwards — the  second  or  third  day — 
he  was  on  deck,  and  stood  by  Mr.  Bume  and  Doctor  Beyer,  and 
saw  Doctor  Beyer  keep  an  account  of  ye  number  of  lashes  given 
to  ye  convicts,  and  he  heard  Captn.  Dennott  ask  Dr.  Beyer  of  two 
men  who  appeared  sickly,  what  number  of  lashes  they  were  able  to 
receive,  and  in  consequence  of  what  Doctor  Beyer  said  to  Captn. 
Dennott  the  man  was  taken  down. 

Punishment      Q, — Do  you  recollect,  when  B was  punished  ye  second 

time,  whether  Captain  Dennott  asked  Dr.  Beyei*  what  number  of 
lashes  he  was  able  to  receive,  and  what  was  Doctor  Beyer's  answer  f 

A. — ^To  ye  first  part  he  can't  answer,  but  recollects  Dr.  Beyer 
observing  that  his  hide  was  tough,  or  some  such  remark. 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  when  ye  body  of  P G ^^ 

brought  on  ye  deck  what  opinion  Dr.  Beyer  gave  as  to  ye  cause  of 
his  death  ? 

A. — To  ye  best  of  his  recollection  Dr.  Beyer  said  that  his  death 
was  not  occasioned  by  the  punishment  he  had  received. 
2J»JJ^J«  Q, — Do  you  recollect  the  tenor  of  my  conduct  on  ye  days  the 
men  were  punish'd,  and  whether  I  did  not  ask  ye  doctor's  opiiu<»^ 
respecting  the  punishment  they  received,  or  whether  any  punish- 
ment was  inflicted  after  that  opinion  was  given  ? 


of  convicts. 
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A. — ^To  ye  whole  of  ye  question,  can  only  answer  as  to  Mr.  1797 
Beyer  being  consulted  respecting  ye  two  men  before  mentioned  tJ^, 
bemg  indisposed  and  frequently  going  to  his  cabbin. 

Q. — Did  Mr.  Bume  take  an  active  part  in  ye  punishment  as  Lieutenant 
well  as  himself  and  others  then  on  the  deck  ?  Bunw. 

A, — ^He  did. 

Q. — Do  you  consider  Mr.  Bume  simply  as  an  officer  at  ye  head 
of  ye  troops  ? 

A. — He  does  not,  but  active  in  encouraging  his  people. 

Q. — Did  Mr.  Bume  express  any  pleasure  and  satisfaction  in 
seeing  the  men  punished  t 

A. — It  appears  to  him  that  he  did. 

[The  letter  No.  3*  read  to  Mr.  Ricketts.]  ^^^^ 

Q» — Do  you  recollect  having  received  such  a  letter  ? 

A, — I  do  perfectly  well. 

Q, — Do  you  consider  this  letter  as  a  private  [one]  ? 

A. — He  does  so  consider  it. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  give  that  letter  to  any  person,  or  lend  it  to  any 
person? 

A. — He  never  did. 

Q. — In  what  manner  do  you  suppose  that  that  letter  now 
appears  in  Court  as  evidence  against  me  ? 

A, — He  supposes  it  was  taken  off  ye  file,  which  was  sometimes 
in  ye  captain's  cabbin,  and  sometimes  in  his  own. 

Q. — Can  you  tell  by  whom,  and  when,  it  was  taken  off  the  file  7 

A. — ^He  cannot  telL 

Q, — Have  you  the  original  letter  now  in  your  possession? 

A, — He  has  not. 

Q, — ^Did  you  ever  conceive  from  my  general  conduct  to  ye  The     ^ 
officers  or  people  on  board  that  they  were  under  restraint,  and  wndu^' 
not  permitted  to  offer  an  opinion  ? 

A. — He  never  did. 

Q, — Do  you  think  that  Doctor  Beyer  at  ye  time  ye  men  were 
punished  lay  under  such  restraint  ba  to  deter  him  from  giving  his 
opinion  from  any  overbearing  behaviour  of  mine  ? 

A. — He  does  not  think  he  was. 

Q, — Do  you  not  think  that  Dr.  Beyer  was  always  allowed  to  give  towards  the 
his  opinion  ?  **~*^- 

A. — He  thinks  he  was. 

Q. — Do  you  think  that  in  any  part  of  ye  voyage  my  conduct  to 
ye  prisoners  was  brutal,  or  that  I  did  not  pay  proper  attention  to 
men  in  that  situation  ? 

A, — He  thinks  it  was  not  brutal,  but  that  he  did  pay  proper 
attention. 

Q, — ^Whether,  when  at  Rio  Janeiro,  was  ye  provisions  ever  wil-  Provisions 
fully  detained  being  sent  on  shore  to  ye  prejudice  of  the  prisoners?  ^^  ^^' 

A, — It  was  not. 

♦  Pott,  p.  272. 
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Q. — Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  man  having  been  punished  o: 
island  by  Mr.  Bume  ? 

A, — He  does. 

Q, — Do  you  recollect  how  many  men  ? 

A, — He  does  not. 

<?. — Do  you  know  for  what  reason  they  were  punished  1 

A. — He  does  not. 

Q: — Was  Mr.  Bume  always  present  ? 

A, — He  cannot  tell. 

Q. — Do  you  think  that  Dr.  Beyer,  as  a  professional  man,  con- 
ducted himself  with  humanity  towards  ye  prisoners  1 

A. — Not  at  all  times. 

Q. — Belate  in  what  cases,  and  your  reason  for  thinking  so? 

A, — Many  of  ye  convicts  that  were  ill  and  required  his  assis- 
tance were  afraid  to  speak  to  him.  He  generally  observed  him  ^ 
go  down  among  ye  prisoners  with  a  stick  in  his  hand,  and  some  <^ 
the  women  he  has  beat. 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  any  woman  in  particular,  and  what 
her  name  ? 

A, — He  does  ;  her  name  was  Rose  R . 

Q, — Do  you  know  the  reason  of  his  beating  her  ? 

A. — He  does  not. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  hear  ye  Dr.  refuse  his  attendance  to  the 
when  called  on  so  to  do  ? 

A, — He  has  observed  him  at  times  very  dilatory. 

Q, — Do  you  think  he  neglected  his  duty  ? 

A» — At  times  he  thinks  he  did. 

<?. — Do  you  think  that  the  wine  and  other  articles  given  i 
his  charge  for  ye  use  of  ye  sick  were  given  to  them  or  perve; 
to  other  uses  ? 

A, — He  can't  answer  that  question,  as  he  had  a  quantity 
those  articles  in  his  own  cabbin. 

Q, — Whether  in  the  latter  part  of  ye  voyage,  ye  convicts'  ber<>^^ 
being  wet,  was  occasioned  more  from  bad  weather  than  any  ne^^^*^ 
of  duty  ?  - 

A, — It  was  occasioned  by  bad  weather,  and  not  from  want  ^ 
attention. 

Q,  by  Dr.  Beyer, — Did  you  ever  see  any  other  person  exo^^^ 
myself  put  the  number  of  lashes  on  ye  slate  ? 

A, — He  did. 

Q, — What  was  ye  view  of  myself  and  others  for  putting  ^^^ 
number  of  lashes  on  ye  slate  ? 

A, — Simply  to  count  the  number.  ^  _^ 

Q. — Do  you  conceive  that  ye  reason  of  my  marking  them  on  tX^ 
slate  was  with  a  view  simply  to  tell  ye  number,  or  do  you  sa  J^ 
pose  it  was  done  with  a  view  of  attending  ye  punishment  as     ^ 
medical  man  ? 


U> 
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A. — He  does  conceive  it  as  a  medical  man.  1797 

Q. — With  what  view  do  you  suppose  ye  other  persons  who  marked     q  j^y. 

the  number  of  lashes  on  the  slate  had  ? 

A. — That  they  might  not  receive  any  more  lashes  than  ye  doctor 

ordered.  » 

Q. — Did  you  ever  hear  me  order  the  men  to  receive  anyl 
A. — He  did  not. 

Q, — ^Who  was  the  person  that  order'd  them  1 
A, — ^Captain  Dennott,  with  your  approbation. 

Q, — Do  you  recollect  Gaptn.  Dennott  ever  asking  my  approba-  The  doctor 
tion  1  "®* 

A. — Except  in  the  two  instances  already  mentioned,  he  does  not. 

Q, — Do  you  recollect  Captn.  Dennott  asking  them  (K and 

T )  has  this  man  taken  ye  oath,  and  on  their  answering  in 

ye  affirmative,  did  he  not  order  them  to  be  seized  up  without  any 
other  questions,  and  to  receive  a  certain  number  of  lashes — some- 
times 3,  sometimes  400  lashes,  as  stated  in  the  log-book  1 

A, — He  does  not. 

Q.  by  Mr.  Bume : — ^The  letter  No.  3,  do  you  consider  it  as  of  a  The 
private  nature,  and  did  you  always  keep  it  as  such  ?  SSr"'* 

A, — ^He  considers  it  as  of  a  private  nature,  and  always  kept 
it  as  such. 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  that  when  you  received  that  letter  from 
Captn.  Dennott  you  read  it  to  myself  and  to  other  persons,  observing 
that  from  Captn.  Dennett's  letter  he,  and  not  ye  surgeon,  was  to  be 
ye  judge  of  the  punishment  of  the  convicts  ? 

A. — He  does  not  recollect  reading  it  or  making  such  an 
observation. 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  on  ye  letter  being  read  my  requesting  you 
not  to  mention  it  to  ye  doctor,  as  it  was  a  great  insult  to  him  ? 

A. — I  do  not. 

Q.  by  Captn,  Dennott  to  Dr,  Beyer, — In  what  light  was  you 
to  be  considered  when  on  ye  quarter-deck  counting  the  lashes,  and 
whether  you  did  not  consider  yourself  on  duty  when  present  ? 

A, — He  does  not  consider  himself  on  duty,  not  being  ordered 
or  consulted  on  that  occasion. 

Q, — Did  any  person  supercede  you  in  your  office  as  surgeon  on  The  doctor 
ye  days  of  punishments  ?  arupeweded. 

A, — Captain  Dennott  superceded  me,  as  he  did  on  all  occasions. 

Q,  by  Dr,  Beyer  to  Mr,  Ricketta : — Do  you  recollect  my  giving 

an  opinion  as  to  ye  cause  of  ye  death  of  P G ,  and  what 

that  opinion  was  ? 

A, — That  he  did  not  die  in  consequence  of  ye  punishment. 

Q. — Do  you  believe  No.  3  to  be  an  exact  copy  of  the  letter  you 
received  from  Captn.  Dennott  at  Cove  ? 

A, — He  does. 
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1797  The  original  letter  of  No.  3  produced,  when  it  appears  that  there 

0  July,     is  a  line  or  dash  under  ye  wond  "  you." 

Q.  by  Oaptn.  DennoU  to  Dr,  Beyer : — Did  you  conceive  your- 
self as  acting  as  surgeon  on  board  ye  Britannia  from  London  to 
Port  Jackson  ? 
A. — ^He  did. 

EWdence        Wm.  Whartou,  2nd  mate  of  ye  Britannia,  being  duly  sworn : — 

«»**«•  Q.  by  CaptTp,  D&nnott — Was  you  on  ye  quarter-deck  ye  days  ye 

prisoners  were  punished  ? 

A. — I  was. 

Q, — Did  you  not  hear  me  ask  Dr.  Beyer  whether  ye  men  were 
capable  of  receiving  their  punishment  before  it  was  inflicted? 

A. — ^To  almost  every  man  I  did,  but  being  sometimes  absent 
from  ye  quarter-deck  can't  speak  as  to  ye  whole.  In  one  instance, 
in  particular,  he  recollects  Dr.  Beyer  pointing  out  that  a  man  of 
the  name  of  Grey  could  not  take  more  than  a  hundred. 
P»i»^JjWnfir  Q, — Do  you  recollect  upon  Brannon's  being  brought  up  a  second 
time  to  receive  punishment  my  asking  Dr.  Beyer  whether  he  was 
capable  of  bearing  more  punishment,  and  what  was  his  answer  1 

A, — He  does ;  and  his  answer  was  that  he  could  receive  more. 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  any  remark  he  made  on  ye  man  when 
tied  up,  and  what  it  was  7 

A, — He  does ;  that  his  hide  was  as  tough  as  a  bull's. 
The  doctor        Q, — Doctor  Beyer  did  not  express  any  fear  of  his  from  his 
5^"**°«  punishment? 

A, — Neither  by  looks  or  expression. 

Q, — Do  you  recollect  my  asking  ye  Dr.  whether  S could 

receive  any  more  punishment  ? 

A, — He  does  not. 

Q, — Do  you  recollect  my  asking  ye  doctor  if  B was  capable 

of  receiving  more  punishment  ? 

A» — He  does  recollect,  and  he  was  punished  with  ye  doctor's 
consent. 

Q, — ^What  did  the  doctor  say  on  this  occasion  ? 

A, — He  said  B was  a  dam'd  rascal  and  scoundrel. 

Q. — Do  you  recollect,  when  the  two  K were  punished,  the 

doctor  observing  that  they  could  not  receive  300,  but  might  receive 
200  lashes  ? 

A, — He  does  not  recollect  it. 

Q, — Was  the  doctor  present  at  the  punishment  ? 

A, — At  most  of  them  he  was. 
Lieutenant       Q, — Was  Mr.  Bume  on  the  quarter-deck  when  ye  punishments 
^"™'-         were  inflicted  1 

A. — He  was. 

Q, — Did  not  Mr.  Bume  assist  in  ye  punishment,  as  well  tf 
himself  and  others  ? 
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A. — ^He  order'd  two  of  his  men  to  assist,  and  took  pleasure  in      1797 
seeing  how  well  his  people  made  use  of  the  cat.  a  July. 

Q. — Did  Mr.  Bume  assist  in  any  other  manner  1 

A, — ^Yes  ;  he  assisted  me  in  tying  on  a  piece  of  a  hyde  to  a  The  oat 
stick,  which  was  used  as  a  cat. 

Q. — Do  you,  on  ye  whole,  consider  Mr.  Bume  as  aiding  and 
assistinffl 

A. — He  considers  he  was  equally  so  with  others. 

Q, — ^Was  you  on  ye  quarter-deck  when  ye  body  of  P 

G was  brought  there  ? 

A. — He  was. 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  my  sending  for  ye  doctor  to  give  ^is  J^nv^ict'^ 
opinion  as  to  the  cause  of  his  death,  and  what  was  his  opinion  ? 

A. — ^He  does.  The  doctor  gave  his  opinion  that  he  was  a 
strong  muscular  man,  and  that  he  did  not  conceive  he  died  in 
consequence  of  the  punishment  he  received. 

Q. — Do  yon  recollect  my  applying  to  the  doctor  to  see  ye  men's  Dnnini?  the 
backs  dressed  after  punishment  ?  bSSaf' 

A. — He  does  recollect. 

Q. — ^Do  you  recollect  ye  doctor's  saying  that  he  was  afraid  to 
go  among  ye  prisoners  below,  for  he  might  get  his  throat  cut  ? 

A. — He  does,  and  in  consequence  ye  men  were  brought  on  the 
deck  to  be  examined. 

Q, — Do  you  think  that  ye  doctor  paid  proper  attention  to  ye 
men  after  they  were  punished,  and  in  general  ? 

A.S — ^He  does  not  think  he  did. 

Q. — For  what  reasons  ? 

A. — Because  he  had  heard  the  women  apply  to  him  for  medi- 
cine and  he  has  dam'd  them ;  and  he  has  known  ye  doctor  not 
to  go  below  for  two  or  three  days,  and  some  men  have  ap- 
plied to  him  for  plaisters,  as  they  could  not  get  any  from  the 
doctor. 

Q. — ^Do  you  think  the  doctor's  conduct  towards  ye  convicts,  as 
a  professional  man,  humane  ? 

A. — He  does  not. 

Q. — Do  you  believe  ye  necessaries  for  ye  use  of  the  sick  put  Mia^Dpro- 
under  his  diarge  [were]  applied  to  that  purpose  ?  SSlw  °  °' 

J.— Not  all. 

Q. — Can  you  mention  any  particular  article  misapplied  ? 

^.-Sugar  and  wine  was  misapplied. 

Q, — Do  you  believe  Dr.  Beyer  was  ever  prevented  from  giving 
his  opinion  or  making  any  application  in  consequence  of  any  over- 
bearing conduct  on  my  part  ? 

jL — ^Not  that  he  ever  saw  or  heard. 

Q. — ^Was  there  any  wilful  neglect  in  sending  ye  provisions  to 
ye  island  ? 

A, — There  was  not. 
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Q» — Was  not  everything  that  was  necessary  for  the  use  of  the 
people  on  ye  island  sent  on  application  being  made  for  them  ) 

A. — There  was. 

Q, — Did  you  hear  of  any  persons  being  punished  on  shore  ? 

A, — He  has. 

Q. — By  whose  order  1 

A, — He  supposed  by  the  order  of  Mr.  Bume. 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  how  many  were  punished  there,  and  for 
what  ? 

A. — He  does  not  know. 

Q. — Were  the  prisoners'  berths  wet  thro'  any  neglect  or  from 
ye  badness  of  the  weather  ?  - 

A. — Thro'  ye  badness  of  the  weather  and  the  leaking  of  the  ship. 

Q, — Was  the  ship  caulked  at  Rio  from  the  stern  to  ye  forepart 
of  the  main  chains  on  both  sides  and  part  of  the  decks  ? 

A. — It  was. 

Q,—Wbs  ye  ship  on  leaving  Rio  in  good  condition  ? 

A, — It  was. 

Q, — Was  my  conduct  to  yourself  and  others  in  ye  ship  brutal 
or  deficient  in  humanity  ? 

A. — It  was  not. 

Q, — Do  you  not  conceive  I  did  everything  in  my  power  to  make 
ye  situation  of  the  convicts  comfortable  in  proportion  to  their 
good  behaviour  ? 

A, — ^You  did. 

Q. — What  quantity  of  water  was  served  to  the  convicts  from 
Rio  to  this  port  ] 

A, — Five  pints,  except  on  ye  first  day  of  punishment,  and  on 
that  day  half  that  quantity  owing  to  ye  confusion  of  ye  ship,  and 
on  anoUier  day  on  ye  doctor's  representation  he  order'd  water  to 
be  served  to  them. 

Q,  from  Mr,  Bume. — Who  order'd  you  to  search  ye  doctor's 
parcel  when  he  was  carrying  some  medicines  from  ye  Brittania  to 
another  ship  ? 

A. — Captain  Dennett. 

Q.  by  Dr,  Beyer, — Do  you  conceive  that  the  captain  of  a  mer- 
cluuitman  has  a  right  to  punish  and  to  hang  people,  and  to  act  as 
he  thinks  proper  % 

A, — He  does  not  conceive  he  has,  without  he  had  orders  for  so 
doing. 

Q, — Does  Mr.  Wharton  recollect  his  having  asserted  a  few  days 
ago  ye  very  thing  he  now  denies  ? 

A, — He  does  not. 

Q, — Previous  to  ye  severe  punishment,  do  you  conceive  Captain 
Dennott  asked  ye  advice  of  any  gentleman  how  to  act  on  ye  occa- 
sion— did  he  hold  a  consultation  ? 

A, — He  did  not  hold  a  general  consultation. 
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Q, — ^Do  you  conceive  ye  captain  acted  on  that  occasion  as  he      1797 
UioQght  proper  ?  6  July. 

A. — With  ye  consent  of  Dr.  Beyer,  who  hindered  him  from  Tke^^Jwii 
flogging  several  men  as  much  as  he  intended  to  do,  he  conceives  and  Se 
on  that  occasion  ye  captain  did  not  act  as  he  thought  proper.  •       d<>ctor. 

Q» — Do  yon  conceive  that  Gaptn.  Dennett  took  ye  whole  respon- 
nbility  on  himself  ? 

A — He  conceives  he  did. 

Adjourned  to  Friday,  ye  16ih  inst,  An  ftdjoum- 

Sydney,  ye  16th. — The  Court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
John  Jonston,  boatswain  of  ye  Brittania,  being  duly  sworn,      Evidence  of 

deposes : —  boSt«r»in. 

Q. — Was  you  on  ye  quarter-deck  when  ye  men  were  punished  ? 
A — He  was. 

Q.  by  Captn,  DennoiL — You  assisted  in  inflicting  ye  punish- 
ment? 

A.—1  did. 

Q. — Did  I  not  ask  ye  doctor  the  number  of  lashes  to  be  given, 
and  ye  quantity  the  people  were  able  to  bear  ? 

A. — ^You  always  did. 

Q. — Do  you  think  ye  doctor  assisted  at  ye  punishment  ?  The  doctor  a 

A — He  was  there  during  the  whole  time.  pimi^ment 

Q, — Did  you  ever  hear  ye  doctor  encourage  ye  men  that  were 
inflicting  the  punishment  ? 

A — I  did,  by  hearing  him  say  flog  him  hard  and  hit  him  fair. 

Q. — Did  he  not  sometimes  call  them  villains  and  cut-throat 
rascalsl 

A — He  cannot  recollect. 

Q. — Do  you  not  think  ye  Dr.  was  as  anxious  to  have  them 
punished  as  I  was  1 

A — I  think  he  was. 

Q. — Did  I  ever  cause  a  lash  to  be  given  contrary  to  the  opinion  Ck»eaited 
of  ye  doctor?  S^Sto. 

A — ^You  never  did. 

Q. — Did  I  at  that  or  any  other  time  attempt  to  supercede  him 
as  a  surgeon,  or  act  in  that  capacity  myself  ? 

-4. — ^You  never  did. 

Q. — Did  any  of  ye  prisoners  faint  under  the  lash  1 

A — ^Not  one. 

Q. — ^Was  water  given  them  after  they  were  taken  down,  and  ^^^SSi 
that  frequently  on  that  day  ? 

A. — Always. 

Q. — ^Was  you  on  ye  deck  when  the  body  of  P G 

was  brought  up  ? 

-4. — I  was. 
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1797  Q, — ^Bid  you  not  hear  me  send  for  the  doctor  Y 

eJnly.  -4' — I  ^d. 

Q, — Did  not  ye  doctor  say  he  could  not  have  died  from  ye 
punishment,  as  he  "was  a  strong  muscular  man  ? 
A, — He  did. 
The  •     Q, — Did  you  ever  see  anything  in  my  conduct  towards  yourself 

^SSSment     tuid  ye  officers,  and  particularly  to  ye  Dr.,  that  could  lay  them  or 
of  officera.     iiijjj  under  restraint  so  as  to  prevent  giving  an  opinion  ? 
A, — I  never  did. 

Q, — Was  ye  tenor  of  my  conduct  to  yourself,  officers,  or  convicts 
tyranical  or  brutal  during  ye  voyage  ? 
A, — It  was  not. 
The  attttade      Q, — Did  not  Mr.  Bume  appear  to  you  to  take  an  active  part  in 
LteuteoMit    inflicting  the  punishment,  as  well  as  myself  and  others  % 
Burne.  A, — He  did  ;  he  order'd  his  own  men  to  inflict  ye  punishment, 

and  encouraged  them  in  it. 

Q, — Did  not  Mr.  Burne  express  great  pleasure  in  punishing  the 
culprits  1 
A. — He  did. 

Q, — ^When  B wag  punished  ye  second  time,  did  not  the 

doctor  say  that  '*  his  hyde  was  as  tough  as  a  buffaloe's,  and  could 
not  be  taken  ofl',"  or  words  to  that  effect  ? 
A. — He  did  say  so. 

ij«  doctor        Q, — When  J B was  punished  ye  second  time,  did  not 

with^^^^       ye  doctor,  when  I  acquainted  him  that  ye  prisoner  was  not  able  to 

sevcri^.       \ieB,v  the  punishment  on  that  day,  say  that  B was  able,  and 

order'd  him  more  lashes  ? 

A, — He  did.  The  man  was  crying  out  several  tunes  for  ye  doctor 
for  God's  sake  to  let  him  down,  for  he  was  not  able  to  bear  any 

more.     The  doctor  replied,  "  You  be  dam'd,  you ;  you  are 

yet  able  to  bear  more." 

^.-r-Do  you  think  ye  conduct  of  ye  doctor  to  be  humane,  and 
that  he  paid  that  attention  he  ought  to  have  done  ? 
A, — He  cannot  say. 

S"*Sf  *^  ^'  ^* — ^^®n  **  Rio>  ^^^  iiot  ye  ship  caulked  and  put  into  good 
^'   '  condition? 

A. — It  was. 

Q. — Was  not  the  ship  well  washed,  cleaned,  and  aired,  and 
everything  made  comfortable  before  ye  convicts  came  on  board 
from  the  island  ? 

A. — It  was. 

Q, — Do  you  think  there  was  any  wilful  neglect  in  sending  ye 
provision  on  shore  to  ye  island  ? 

A. — There  was  not. 

Q, — Do  you  not  think  ye  wetness  of  ye  ship  was  occasioned  by 
ye  weather,  and  not  by  any  neglect  ye  latter  part  of  the  voyage? 

A. — It  was  by  ye  badness  of  the  weather. 
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Q, — Do  yon,  as  a  seaman,  and  knowing  ye  risk  of  keeping  the      1797 
hatches  open  in  the  gales  of  wind  we  met  with,  think  ye  tarpaulins     e  July, 
were  anneoessarily  kept  on,  or  do  you  think  they  were  ever  kept  ^^^^  ^j,^ 
on  to  deprive  ye  prisoners  of  air  ?  hatehM  on. 

A. — ^They  were  kept  on  for  ye  preservation  of  ye  ship. 

Q, — Do  you  not  think  ye  prisoners  were  as  humanely  treated 
by  myself  and  officers  as  circumstances  would  admit  ? 

A. — I  think  they  were. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  hear  or  know  me  to  deny  them  anything  in 
my  power  it  was  proper  for  me  to  grant,  or  in  my  power  to  give  ? 

A. — I  never  did. 

Q.  by  Mr  Burne. — Did  you  not  say  to  Captn.  Dennott  on  ye 

quarter-deck  that  you  was  never  so used  in  any  ship  as  this, 

and  that  you  would  not  proceed  with  him  further  than  Botany  Bay  ? 

A, — ^I  did  say  so. 

Q. — ^Did  you  ever  say  to  the  steward  that  Captn.  Dennott  and 
himself  were  dam'd  rascals,  and  that  he  would  report  their  doings 
on  their  arrival  at  Botany  Bay  Y 

A. — I  never  did. 

Q.  by  Mr.  Beyer, — Did  you  ever  say  to  the  steward  that  he  was 
a  damned  rascal  and  thief,  and  that  he  cheated  the  convicts  1 

A, — He  never  did. 

John  Gilhert,  ship's  steward,  being  duly  sworn : —  The  ahte's 

Q.  by  Oapin.  Dennott. — When  I  first  shipped  you  at  Deptford 
what  were  my  particular  instructions  to  you  respecting  your  con- 
duct as  steward  of  ye  ship  ? 

A, — ^To  behave  with  justice  to  all  mankind,  and  not  to  let  ye 
ship  be  a  loser  or  the  captn.  a  gainer. 

Q. — ^Wes  you  on  ye  deck  part  of  ye  time  the  punishment  was 
inflicted? 

A, — ^I  was,  the  chief  part. 

Q, — Did  I  not  ask  ye  doctor  the  number  of  lashes  they  were  to  Panishin^r 
receive,  and  what  quantity  they  were  able  to  bear  1  thecoHvicts. 

A. — ^You  did. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  see  ye  doctor  encourage  the  people  that  were 
inflicting  the  punishment  ? 

A. — He  did,  and  desired  him  to  give  them  grog. 

Q. — ^Do  you  not  think  the  doctor  assisted  at  the  punishment,  as 
well  as  others  on  the  quarter-deck  ? 

A, — He  did,  and  exerted  himself  as  well  as  any  of  the  officers. 

Q, — Did  I  at  that  or  any  other  time  endeavour  to  supercede  him 
as  a  surgeon  ? 

A. — ^Yuu  did  not  at  any  time. 

Q. — Did  I  ever  cause  a  lash  to  be  given  contrary  to  ye  opinion 
of  ye  doctor? 

jL — Not  to  his  knowledge. 
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Q, — Did  any  of  the  prisoners,  within  your  recollection,  faint 
under  ye  lash ) 

A. — I  never  saw  them. 

Q. — Was  not  water  given  them,  and  that  frequently,  after  they 
were  taken  down  ? 

A, — ^There  was.     I  gave  them  some  myself. 

Q. — Was  you  on  deck  when  ye  body  of  P G was 

brought  up  ? 

A. — I  was. 

Q, — On  ye  doctor's  opinion  being  asked,  did  he  not  say  his  death 
was  not  occasioned  by  his  punishment  ? 

A. — He  said  he  believed  he  died  from  thirst. 

Q, — In  ye  morning  of  that  day,  did  I  not  ask  you  the  reason  of 
the  prisoners  being  thirsty  1 

A, — ^You  did,  and  I  told  you  ye  reason  proceeded  from  ye  con- 
fusion in  ye  ship,  as  they  had  had  but  half  allowance. 

Q. — Did  I  not  order  you  to  give  them  water  immediately,  and 
did  you  not  comply  with  that  order  1 

A. — You  did,  and  I  gave  them  nearly  double  allowance. 

Q. — What  quantity  of  water  was  served  daily  to  ye  convicts 
from  Rio  ? 

A, — From  two  quarts  to  five  pints. 

Q, — Did  you  ever  see  anything  in  my  conduct,  either  towards 
yourself  or  others,  and  particularly  to  ye  Dr.,  that  might  prevent 
giving  an  opinion  9 

A. — I  never  did. 

Q. — ^Was  ye  tenor  of  my  conduct  to  yourself  or  convicts  either 
tyranical  or  brutal  during  the  voyage  1 

A. — I  never  saw  you  act  tyranical  to  any  man. 

Q. — Did  not  Mr.  Bume  appear  to  you  to  take  an  active  part  in 
ye  punishment? 

A, — He  certainly  did ;  he  asked  one  if  Strachan,  one  of  his 
men,  did  not  flog  well ;  he  answered  that  he  would  not  chose  to 
come  under  his  cat. 

Q. — Did  not  Mr.  Burne  order  his  own  men  to  punish,  and  did 
not  he  encourage  them  in  it ) 

A. — He  believes  he  did  give  ye  order,  but  he  is  sure  he 
encouraged  them. 

Q. — Was  you  present  at  ye  punishment  of  B and  B- 

ye  second  time  ? 

A. — I  was. 

Q. — Did  not  ye  doctcM*  say  that  B 's  hide  was  as  tough 

as  a  buffaloe's,  and  could  not  be  taken  ofif,  or  words  to  that 
effect? 

A. — ^I  heard  him  say  some  words  to  that  effect. 

Q. — ^When  J B was  punished  ye  second  day,  did  not  ye 

Dr.,  when  I  acquainted  him  ye  pris'r  complained  he  was  not  able 
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to  bear  ye  punishment  on  that  day,  say  that  he  was  able,  and      1797 
ordered  him  more  lashes  )  e  July. 

A. — I  heard  him  say  he  was  a  strong,  able  man,  and  when  ye 
pris'r  cried  to  him  for  his  assistance  he  made  him  some  abrupt 
anjswer. 

Q, — Do  you  think  ye  conduct  of  ye  doctor  to  be  humane,  and  that  Evidence 
he  paid  that  attention  to  all  descriptions  of  persons  he  ought  to  ^•^. 
have  done  ? 

A. — I  think  he  did  not  pay  that  attention  he  ought  to  have  done.  ' 

Q — ^Were  ye  articles  served  out  by  you  to  the  Dr.  for  ye  use  of 
the  sick  appropriated  to  that  purpose  or  otherwise  disposed  of? 

A. — They  were  not  totally  given  to  ye  sick.  Water  he  has 
known  his  women  to  wash  with ;  wine,  2  casks,  he  converted 
to  hi»  own  use ;  the  1  qr.-cask  he  gave  him  (15  galFs  of  brandy) 
from  ye  soldiers'  store,  for  which  he  received  a  qr.-cask  of  wine, 
which  was  issued  to  ye  troops  in  lieu  of  brandy  ;  the  2  qr. -casks  Medical 
were  taken  out  of  ye  hold  in  small  casks,  and  was  carried  into  Mr.  oo^'o^e. 
Bume's  cabbin  and  bottled  off;  1  cask  of  sugar  I  gave  to  Mr. 
Bume  for  the  use  of  ye  sick,  which  cask  he  believes  was  never 
opened.  A  quantity  of  bottles  of  whiskey  (five,  he  believes)  for 
ye  use  of  ye  sick,  which  he  thinks  was  not  given  them.  I  asked 
Mr.  Beyer  how  those  articles  were  to  be  expended,  who  answered 
as  he  thought  proper ;  that  he  had  friends  at  this  place ;  that 
if  any  deficiency  should  arise  in  his  books  he  would  see  it  made 

Q. — Were  not  the  prisoners  in  general  afraid  to  speak  to  ye 
doctor  when  they  stood  in  need  of  his  assistance  ? 

A. — ^The  men  he  cannot  speak  to,  but  ye  women  was  afraid. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  know  ye  doctor  refuse  to  turn  out  of  a  night  The  doctor 
when  called  on  ?  attend  a 

A. — He  has,  particularly  one  of  Mr.  Bume's  men,  who  said  he  soldier. 
should  die ;  he  went  to  ye  doctor  with  a  light  and  told  him  ye  man 
was  very  bad ;  the  answer  the  Dr.  gave  him  was  that  he  was  not  to 
be  disturbed  at  all  hours  in  the  night. 

Q. — ^When  at  Rio,  was  not  the  ship  caulked  and  put  in  good 
condition  to  perform  her  voyage  ? 

A. — She  was  caulked  and  put  in  good  condition. 

Q — .Was  not  ye  ship  well  washed,  cleaned,  and  aired  to  make  condition  of 
ye  prisoners  comfortable  when  they  returned  on  board  from  ye    ^     ^ 
island  I 

JL — It  was  well  washed. 

Q, — ^In  carrying  ye  provisions  to  ye  island,  did  you  not  go  to 
serve  them  out  ? 

A. — In  general  he  did. 

Q. — ^Did  you  not  get  ye  provisions  for  ye  island  as  early  as 
possible  ? 

A.—1  did. 
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1707  Q. — Were  ye  convicts  served  anything  for  breakfast  previous 

6  July,     to  their  getting  their  fresh  provisions  ? 

A. — I  believe  they  were,  for  the  casks  were  expended. 

Q. — Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Borne  punished  any  men  on  ye 
island  1 

A, — He  saw  him  punish  one,  and  others  were  punished. 

Q. — Was  the  doctor  present  at  the  time  ? 

A. — He  was  not  present. 

Q. — Do  you  know  for  what  reason  they  were  punished  1 

A. — I  do  not. 

Q, — ^When  ye  prisoners  on  ye  former  part  of  the  voyage  applied 
for  something  for  breakfast,  did  I  not  order  you  to  serve  them  oat 
oatmeal,  and  did  you  not  obey  that  order  ? 

A. — Captain  Dennett  order'd  ye  ration  to  be  altered  for  ye 
better,  and  I  complied  with  hifei  order. 

Q. — Did  I  not  alter  ye  salt  provisions  for  their  comfort,  that 
they  might  have  it  four  days  instead  of  two  ? 

A, — Instead  of  giving  them  8  pound  on  ye  Tuesday,  he  gave 
them  four,  and  four  on  Saturdays.  The  pork  was  served  3  lb. 
on  Thursdays  and  Sundays,  and  ye  other  ration  was  so  divided 
as  to  make  it  more  comfortable  for  them. 

Q, — Was  there  not  always  plenty  of  fire  allowed  for  ye  purpose 
of  cooking  ye  convicts'  victuals  ? 

A. — There  was  as  much  as  they  chose  to  go  for,  and  staves 
of  beef  and  pork  casks. 
Theoomicts'      Q' — ^i^  ^U  ™y  orders  to  you  respecting  ye  convicts'  victuals,  did 
food.  J  i^Q^  order  you  to  be  careful  that  they  had  their  allowance  ? 

A. — You  did. 

Q, — Has  any  of  ye  convicts'  victuals  been  appropriated  to  my 
use? 

A. — 'NOf  except  a  little  bread  ye  latter  part  of  ye  voyage. 
Condition  of      Q. — Do  you  not  think  ye  wetness  of  ye  deck  proceeded  more 
the  ship.       £^j^  ^jjg  weather  than  neglect  ? 

A» — He  did. 

Q, — Do  you  think  ye  tarpaulins  were  unnecessarily  kept  on, 
so  as  to  deprive  the  prisoners  of  air,  or  for  ye  preservation  of  the 
ship? 

A, — For  the  preservation  of  the  ship. 

Q, — Do  you  think  the  pnsonere  were  treated  humanely  by  me  as 
far  as  circumstances  would  permit  ? 

A. — I  think  and  am  sure  they  were. 

Q. — ^Did  you  ever  know  ye  prisoners  denied  anything  that  was 
in  my  power  to  give  and  proper  for  me  to  grant  ? 

A, — I  never  did. 

Q. — Did  I  ever  offer  you  anything  for  coming  forward  in  this 
business,  or  did  I  ever  endeavour  to  bias  your  opinion  ? 

A. — You  never  did. 
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'  K ,  a  oonvict,  being  duly  sworn  : —  17OT 


Q,  hij  Gapin,  DennoU  : — ^Was  you  on  shore  at  ye  island  ]♦  e  J^. 

A. — ^I  was  there  for  three  weeks.  a  convict's 

Q, — ^Was  you  there  when  any  men  were  punished  ?  .  *"  *"*** 

A, — I  was. 

Q> — Do  you  know  for  what  they  were  punished  1 

J. — For  breaking  a  canoe. 

Q. — Who  ordered  ye  punishment  ] 

A, — I  cannot  tell. 

Q. — ^Who  was  present  at  ye  punishment  i 

A, — Mr.  Burne. 

Q, — ^Was  ye  doctor  present  ] 

-4. — He  was  not. 

Q, — ^Were  not  two  other  men  punished  1 

A, — Only  one. 

Q. — ^Who  was  present  at  ye  punishment  % 

A — ^Corporal  FrankliD,and  he  thinks  it  was  ye  corporal  ordered  it  v"^i!J 

Q. — Was  ye  doctor  present  ?  order. 

A. — He  was  not 

Q. — ^How  did  you  conceive  yourself  to  be  treated  by  me  ] 

A, — Very  well  treated. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  hear  of  my  having  ill-treated  ye  prisoners  1 

A. — I  never  did. 

$. — ^Was   ye   doctor  in  ye  main  hatchway,  where  you  was,  The  ^octor 
sufficiently  attentive  ?  ooovicts. 

A, — During  ye  first  part  of  ye  voyage  ye  doctor  was  often 
among  ye  prisoners;  but  from  Rio  to  Sydney  not  more  than  three 
or  four  times. 

Q. — ^Were  ye  people  sickly  in  ye  main  hatchway  from  Rio  to 
Sydney  ? 

A. — Four  were  sickly. 

Q. — Did  ye  doctor  ever  ill-treat  any  of  ye  prisoners  before  for  Ckwnpiainto 
threatening  to  complain  to  the  captain  of  him  ?  **'  convicts. 

A. — He  did ;  he  struck  one,  and  told  him  if  he  had  any  com- 
plaints to  make  he  must  make  them  to  ye  Grovemor,  and  not  to 
ye  captain. 

<?. — Did  Captn.  Dennott  treat  the  prisoners  with  cruelty  and 
inhumanity? 

A — He  never  did. 

Q. — ^Was  any  plot  formed  to  take  ye  ship  ?  a  plot  to 

-4. — ^There  was,  and  he  thinks  it  was  dropped  ;  but  ye  captain  SJ^**** 
^d  officers  were  ignorant  of  that  circumstance. 

C. — Did  I  ever  oflfer  you  any  reward  to  come  forward,  or  attempt 
to  bias  your  opinion  in  this  business  1 

-4. — ^You  never  did. 

*  An  island  in  the  harbour  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  where  the  convicts  were  landed* 
VOL.  Ill — K 
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1707      Mr.  Froome,  Srd  mate  of  the  Britaxmia,  being  again  duly  sworn — 
6  July.  ^he  original  letter  of  No.  3  being  shewn  to  Mr.  Froome  : — 

^J^***         Q.  by  Mr.  Bume : — Do  you  remember  Uiat  letter  being  reoeivedl 
recaUod.       by  Mr.  Bickettsl 

A, — I  do. 
Th«     »  ^' — ^^  y^^  remember  it  being  publicly  read  in  ye  cuddy  by  Mr. 

letter  to  the  Hicketts  ? 
chief  mate.         ^  _i  ^^^ 

Q, — Do  you  remember  my  requesting  Mr.  Bicketts  to  keep  it  a 
secret  from  Mr.  Beyer,  as  it  was  a  gross  insult  towards  him  f 

A, — I  do. 

Q,—J)o  you  conceive  Mr.  Ricketts  acted  as  judge  in  punishing 
any  convicts,  as  desired  by  Captain  Dennott  ? 

A, — I  do. 

Q. — Do  you  conceive  that  Captn.  Dennott  has  perfectly  adhered 
to  ye  principles  which  is  laid  down  in  that  letter  respecting  the 
punishment  of  convicts  ? 

A, — I  do. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  know  that  Captn.  Dennott  objected  to  say 
men  ordered  out  of  irons  by  Dr.  Beyer  as  necessary  to  ye  preoer- 
vation  of  their  lives  ? 

A. — He  has. 
2jJ^^*  Q. — Do  you  recollect  my  asking   Captain  Dennott's  advi<* 

imiB.  respecting  ye  punishment  of  J B at  ye  island  for  seiiiog 

the  sentinel's  arms,  and  how  I  asked  it? 

A, — Mr.  Bume  was  absent  when  ye  a&ir  tran^ired.     I  ww 

B seize  ye  musquet,  for  which  I  struck  him  and  ordered  Mm 

in  irons.  On  Mr.  Bume's  return  I  represented  the  affiur  to  hiffl* 
Mr.  Bume  desired  me  to  acquaint  Captain  Dennott  with  ye  ci^ 
cumstance,  and  to  ask  him  how  he  should  act.  On  my  aoquaintiii|[ 
Captain  Dennott  of  it,  he  desired  me  to  tell  Mr.  Burne  he  might 
act  as  he  thought  proper  respecting  ye  punishing  the  convicts  ftt 
ye  island. 

Q. — Do  you  conceive  Captn.  Dennott  paid  that  attention  to  the 
victualling   victualling  the  soldiers  and  convicts  on  ye  island  which  his  sito*" 
^eso    era  ^.^^^  bound  him  to  perform? 
convicta.  ^^ — jj^  does  not  conceive  he  did. 

Q. — In  what  respect  did  he  neglect  the  victualling  those  pepp*' 

A. — In  respect  to  his  not  sending  the  victuals  at  a  proper  tiin*»      j 
ye  boats  being  otherwise  engaged.  j 

Q. — How  were  those  boats  engaged  ? 

A. — In  Captain  Dennett's  business. 

Q. — Do  you  remember  that  ye  troops  and  convicts  on  ye  id*^ 
were  without  water  when  that  on  ye  island  was  reported  hj  ^' 
Beyer  as  unfit  for  use  ? 

.4.-1  do. 
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0.— Do  yoa  GoaoeiTe  that  that  neglect  arose  from   Captain      1707 
Deniiotft's  employing  the  boats  for  his  own  private  trade  ?  o  2n\y. 

A.—!  do. 

p.— Do  yon  know  if  any  convict  women  were  treated  unmer- 
dfiillj  by  Captain  Dennett  personally,  and  by  Wharton,  whom 
Captain  Dennett  ordered  ? 
i. — In  many  instances  he  conceives  they  were. 
^.—State  to  ye  Court  what  you  know  respecting  the  cruelties  Craei 
exercised  on  the  women  individually  ?  of  female 

A. — In  ye  first  place,  one  woman  of  the  name  of  Jenny  «>nvicu. 
-,  whose  hair  Captain  Dennott  himself  cutt  ofif,  and  gaged  her, 
•fter  having  first  crueUy  beaten  her  with  a  cane  over  ye  back, 
•hoalders,  and  face,  afterwards  ironing  her  with  both  legs  and 
cbsining  her  with  a  chain  ;  from  the  weight  of  irons,  she  com- 
plained to  me  that  she  was  not  capable  of  going  to  perform 
necessary  occasion&     In  ye  second  place,  a  woman  of  the  name  of 

Mary  F ,  who,  from  the  uniformity  of  her  good  conduct,  had 

Iften  countenanced  by  every  officer  on  board,  was  confined  in  ye 
neck-yoke,  put  up  for  that  purpose,  for  two  hours,  for  a  crime  which 
decency  alone  induced  her  to  commit.  In  ye  third  place,  the  women 
in  general  IVe  seen  punished  with  three  and  four  dozen  at  the  bulk- 
head with  a  cane,  ironed,  and  shaved  for  many  trivial  offences. 
Q. — Do  you  remember  my  representing  to  Captn.  Dennott  ye 

<5ruelty  of  his  conduct  in  putting  Mary  F in  ye  neck-yoke  ? 

A, — He  does.   One  day,  at  dinner,  after  Mr.  Bume  representing  JJ»e  Uen- 
'y«  necessity  for  every  woman  of  decency  to  act  in  that  manner,  the  captain. 
Captain  Dennott  then  said  he  was  captain,  and  that  he  would  put 
^©rin  the  yoke. 

Q. — Did  not  Captn.  Dennott  say  that  should  I  represent  it  to 
Government  he  did  not  care  a  damn,  that  he  was  agent  for  ye 
^hip,  and  that  he  would  act  as  he  thought  proper,  and  said  I  had 
'U)  right  to  interfere  with  him  and  the  convicts  ? 

A. — He  did ;  and  to  which  Mr.  Bume  replied  that  he  should 
^ark  it  in  his  journal  that  Captn.  Dennott  he  made  no  doubt 
*^ad  the  interest  of  his  owners  at  heart,  and  that  he  likewise  had  ye 
^^terest  of  his  king  and  country. 

Q. — What  do  you  imagine  was  ye  cause  of  Mary  C putting  Suicide  of  a 

end  to  her  existence  1  convirt;. 

A. — From  the  threats  of  ye  preceeding  night  that  was  pub- 
sickly  held  out  by  Captn.  Dennott. 

Q, — Do  you  conceive  that  from  the  tenor  of  Captain  Dennett's 
Conduct,  exclusive  of  ye  infamous  letter  he  wrote,  that  Dr.  Beyer 
^^nceived  himself  despised  on  board  in  his  capacity  of  surgeon  ? 

A, — From  ye  whole  tenor  of  Captn.  Dennett's  conduct,  I  con- 
^^ive  he  did. 

Q, — Did  Captain  Dennott  make  use  of  any  improper  expressions 
^H  the  quarter-deck  in  Mr.  Beyer's  official  capacity  ? 
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A, — Captain  Dennott  once  mentioned  to  me  that  he  conoeiv 
Dr.  Beyer  the  same  as  a  ship's  steward,  for  that  they  both 
belonged  to  the  ship,  and  that  he  would  be  damned  bat  he  wo 
let  him  know  so,  which  I  believe  I  mentioned  to  Dr.  Beyer. 
Dr.  has  frequently  lamented  to  me  that  he  was  not  allowed 
have  an  opinion  of  his  own  as  a  surgeon. 

Q. — What  reason  do  you  suppose  Captn.  Dennott  had  for  maki 
use  of  such  expressions  on  ye  quarter-deck  ? 

A. — I  can't  pretend  to  say. 

Q. — Had  you  from  Rio  the  charge  of  a  watch  ? 

A. — I  had. 

Q. — Did  Doctor  Beyer  ever  apply  to  you  when  officer  of 
quarter-deck  to  give  orders  for  his  medicine-chest  to  be  c 
and  to  put  those  obstacles  out  of  his  way  which  almost  continoal^J 
retarded  him  in  the  execution  of  his  duty  ? 

A. — He  did,  very  frequently. 

Q. — Were  any  particular  articles  applied  for  to  be  removed  1 

A, — The  Dr.  frequently  told  me  that  his  chest  was  lumber"^^ 
with  sails  and  cordage,  which  I've  seen  myself. 

Q, — Did  you  ever  observe  that  ye  many  inconveniences  Dr.  Be^r^r 
laboured  under  were  laughed  at  by  Captn.  Dennott  1 

A. — I  have. 

Q, — Have  you  any  reason  to  think  Dr.  Beyer  relaxed  in  his  dtitij 
respecting  the  sick  and  feeble  on  board  ? 

A. — I  do  not.     I  imagine  him  to  have  been  very  assiduous. 

Q. — Do  you  conceive  that  his  Majesty's  stores  that  were  in  Capt^^ 
Dennott's  care  to  have  been  embezzled  1 

A, — I  have  known  two  firkins  of  butter  marked  G.R.  to  h^^'® 
been  sold. 

Q, — Did  the  steward  know  anything  of  it  ? 

A, — He  did ;  he  was  the  person  that  sold  them. 

Q. — Do  you  conceive  any  other  provisions  to  have  been  embezzl^^^* 

A. — I  do ;  beef,  pork,  and  whiskey. 

Q. — Did  Captn.  Dennott  ever  attempt  to  sell  any  of  his  Majes'fcJ* 
stores  that  was  put  on  board  for  ye  use  of  the  convicts  ? 

A. — He  did.  I  saw  ye  man  to  whom  he  wanted  to  sell  ^^ 
I  saw  G.R.  erased  out  of  one  cask.  I  received  orders  from  Cap^'*'^' 
Dennott  to  get  nine  casks  of  flour  marked  G.R.,  and  I've  knc^"^^ 
two  samples  to  have  been  taken  out  by  the  cooper  for  Capr*** 
Dennott.  ^ 

Q. — Was  Captain  Dennott's  name  in  ye  place  of  G.R.  orde^^^^ 
to  be  put  on  the  casks  ? 

A. — It  was,  but  never  executed. 

Q. — Did  the  steward  know  of  this  transaction  1 

A. — The  steward  erased  the  G.R.  himself. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  receive  any  complaints  from  the  convi<?^^ 
when  you  went  among  them  on  duty  ? 
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A — ^Frequently,  as  to  ye  badness  of  bread,  the  small  allowance  1797 
of  wheat)  the  want  of  water,  the  dampness  of  ye  berths,  all  which  ^  j^^ 
complaints,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  I  told  Captn.  Dennett. 

Q. — ^Were  those  complaints  redressed  1 

A. — They  were  not. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  show  Captn.  Dennett  ye  small  allowance  of 
meat? 

A. — I  did,  twice  and  more,  thro'  Mr,  Bume. 

Q. — Do  you  conceive  that  ye  convicts  were  allowed  five  pints  of  ^« 

-Tj-i  i-_x*if'^o  allowance  of 

water  daily,  or  short  of  four  pints?  water. 

A. — I,  myself,  calculated  ye  whole  allowance  of  each  prison, 
and  ye  number  of  buckets  served  out  was  adequate  to  four  pints 
ftman. 

Q. — For  what  reason  [were]  ye  soldiers  obliged  to  sell  their  pease 
and  oatmeal  for  one  fpll  of  whiskey  each  ? 

A, — I  imagine  from  the  want  of  water  to  boil  their  pease  and 
oatmeal 

Q. — ^Was  any  additional  water  allowed  to  boil  their  pease  and  FW^tics  for 
oatmeall  SSd?"' 

A. — ^None. 

Q. — Does  it  not  appear  strange  to  you  that  ye  convicts  should 
be  allowed  five,  and  the  soldiers  only  four  pints  of  water  ? 

A. — It  does. 

(?. — Were  not  many  water-casks  broke  up  for  ye  convenience 
of  stowing  Captn.  Dennett's  private  investment,  amounting  to 
about  60  tons,  which  ought  to  have  been  filled  at  Hio,  for  the 
l)enefit  of  the  troops  and  convicts ) 

A, — Many  casks  were  broke  up,  but  what  number  can't  tell. 

I7ie  Court  adjourned  to  17th, 

The  Court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

F C ,  a  convict,  being  duly  sworn  : —  a  TOnvicVa 

Q.  hy  Air.  Bume : — Was  you  ever  punished  at  Rio  1 

A, — I  was. 

Q. — Was  your  punishment  severe  ? 

A. — ^It  was. 

Q. — Was  Doctor  Beyer  present  ? 

As — He  was  not. 

Q. — ^Waa  you  flogged  into  and  out  of  a  fainting  fit  ?  The  iMh. 

A. — He  was  flogged  into  a  fit,  and,  he  understood  from  his  com- 
panions, out  of  it,  and  when  he  recovered  he  found  himself  still 
luider  punishment. 

Q. — Was  you  flogged  on  account  of  a  plot  to  take  ye  ship  ?i 

A. — I  was. 

Q' — ^Who  ordered  you  to  be  flogged  1 

A, — Captain  Dennett. 
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Q. — Did  he  order  yoa  to  receive  300  lashea,  and  when  jou 
reoeiYed  them  did  he  say  you  should  have  300  more  9 

A. — I  received  300  la^es,  and  Captn.  Dennott  told  me  I 
received  but  half  my  punishment. 

Q. — Did  he  (Captn.   Dennott)  ever  consult  ye  Dr.  on  y€> 
punishment  ? 

A, — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  hear  your  companions  that  were  puni 
complain  among  themselves  that  their  punishment  was  cruel, 
that  it  was  hard  to  be  punished  so  severely  without  ye  advice 
surgeon  ? 

A, — He  heard  his  companions  say  that  they  never  heard 
so  severe  a  punishment  without  ye  assistance  and  advice  o^ 
surgeon. 

Q, — Was  Doctor  Beyer's  attention  to  the  sick  humane, 
constantly  so? 

A, — He  attended  when  sent  for,  and  frequently  when  not 
for,  and  that  his  conduct  was  humane. 

Q. — Do  you  conceive  that  ye  Dr.^s  orders  were  frequently 
complied  with,  and  in  what  respect  they  were  not  attended  to  f 

A, — I  do,  for  he  frequently  ordered  us  water  and  vinegar,  whi^^ 
was  not  given  us. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  hear  the  Dr.  complain  that  his  orders  w^*"^ 
not  attended  to,  and  said  he  felt  for  them  1 

A. — ^The  doctor  came  down  to  us,  and  frequently  lamenfc^^ 
that  ye  things  he  had  ordered  us  were  not  given,  and  when  he  80x1^ 
to  ye  steward  for  vinegar,  he  said,  " the  doctor." 

Q. — Do  you  conceive  that  the  same  rice  given  you  at  the  begx^* 
ning  of  the  voyage  was  allowed  you  from  Rio  1 

A, — He  does  not — that  the  rice  was  full  of  gravel,  and  ye  blacslts 
refused  it. 

Q, — Were  you  under  ye  necessity  of  selling  your  soap  for  bren^* 

A, — I  gave  my  soap  to  ye  steward,  and  expected  bread  in  retu*"^ 
but  never  got  any. 

Q, — Did  you  ever  know  any  whiskey  out  of  the  hold  sold  to 
prisoners  1 

A, — I  got  a  small  quantity  from  a  man  of  the  name  of 
who  informed  me  he  had  given  two  shillings  for  it  to  ye 
and  that  he  himself  saw  it  brought  from  the  hold. 

Q,  by  Captain  DennoU : — ^What  was  you  punished  for  at 

A. — ^For  attempting  to  escape  from  ye  ship. 

Q. — Did  you  not  cut  your  irons  1 

A, — I  did  not,  but  they  were  cut. 

Q. — ^Was  you  not  picked  up  in  the  water  I 

A. — I  was. 

Q, — Had  you  not  some  cloathes  and  bread  ? 

A. — I  had. 
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No.  5**  was  read  to  ye  witness,  and  be  swaara  ye  oontenta  is  true.      179T 

Q, — How  do  you  know  I  gave  S and  B orders  to  come     »  July* 

on  deck  1 

A, — I  saw  him  give  the  orders. 

Q, — Do  you  know  for  what  reason  they  were  oixiered  on  deck  f 

A. — He  imagines  to  be  put  on  ye  long  chain. 

Q. — ^Was  the  doctor  present  when  you  was  punished  ye  last  time  ? 

jL — He  was. 

Q. — ^Was  Mr.  Bume  present  1 

A. — I  can't  telL 

Q. — Do  you  conceive  ye  whiskey  sold  was  by  my  orders  ? 

A. — He  can't  tell,  for  he  conceives  Captain  Dennett  would  not 
give  such  an  order. 

J R y  a  convict,  being  duly  sworn : —  Evidtnoeof 

Q.  by  Mr.  Bume  : — ^Was  you  punished  for  the  plot  ? 

A, — ^I  was. 

Q. — ^Who  order'd  you  to  be  punished  1 

A, — Captain  Dennott. 

Q. — How  many  lashes  did  you  receive? 

A. — Three  hundred  lashes. 

Q.  — ^Was  Doctor  Beyer  present  at  ye  punishment,  and  was  he 
consulted? 

A. — He  was  present,  but  was  not  consulted,  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge. 

Q. — IHd  you  ever  bear  any  of  your  companions  that  were  pun-  Punishment 
ifihed  complain  that  the  punishment  was  cruel,  and  that  it  was  ®^^^^^^** 
hard  to  be  punished  so  severely  without  ye  advice  of  a  suigeon  ? 

A, — I  did,  and  he  htord  some  of  ye  soldiers  say  that  it  was 
very  hard  to  see  such  murder  going  on  without  consulting  the 
Dr.  as  to  their  being  able  to  receive  it. 

Q. — ^Was  Doctor  Beyer's  attention  to  the  sick  constant  and 
humane? 

A. — ^It  was ;  he  came  constantly  down,  and  complained  and  a   ^^ 
lamented  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  do  anything  for  us — ^that  Sa^. 
his  heart  bled  at  ye  situation  he  saw  them  in. 

Q. — ^Did  you  ever  hear  Dr.  Beyer  complain  that  his  orders  were 
not  attended  to  ? 

A. — I  did  I  have  heard  him  give  orders  to  ye  steward  to  give 
08  water  and  vinegar,  and  ye  steward  replied,  when  his  back  was 

turned,  " the  doctor,"  and  he  would  give  neither  one  or  the 

other. 

Q. — Were  you  under  ye  necessity  of  drinking  your  own  urine  ? 

A. —  I  was. 

Q. — How  much  water  did  you  receive  from  9  on  the  one  morning  ij©  , 

imtil  7  ye  next  mormng?  w»ter. 

•  Pott,  p.  273. 
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A, — ^Abont  one  quart. 

Q, — Was  yoa  in  the  fore-hatch  1 

A. — I  was. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  see  me  come  down  among  you  and  commis8<c2r 
ate  your  distressed  situation  ? 

A. — ^You  did. 

Q, — Were  any  complaints  made  to  me  ? 

A. — ^There  was.    K complained  that  their  grog  was  8topp^»<ly 

and  that  we  wanted  some  more  water. 

Q.  6y  Captn,  DennoU  to  Mr,  Bume, — Were  those  complaints 
ever  reported  to  me  by  you  ? 

A, — ^They  were  not,  because  I  had  every  reason  to  believq  tlftat 
the  captain  would  think  me  officious,  having  before  told  me  tH»t 
I  had  no  business  to  interfere  with  ve  convicts. 

J B ,  convict,  being  duly  sworn  : — 


^^•  &y  Mr.  Bume. — ^Was  you  punished  on  account  of  the  plot  ? 

-4.-- 1  was. 

V» — Who  ordered  you  to  be  punished  ? 

vl«  -  Captain  Dennett. 

^>. — How  many  lashes  did  you  receive? 

A  300,  and  he  told  me  I  was  to  receive  300  more  ve  n^^ct 
iiay,  but  1  did  not  receive  them. 

V, — l>itl  Captain  Dennett  tie  up  and  take  you  down  withoU*' 
iH^imulting  the  doctor  as  to  the  number  of  lashes  you  was   ^^ 

A.     Tho  Dr.  was  not  present  at  ye  time  I  was  punished. 

(i>.  l>id  you  ever  ask  Captn.  Dennett  for  a  drop  of  water  aft^^ 
you  WHM  punislied,  to  cool  your  tongue  ? 

.1.  I  did  in  ye  middle  of  ye  punishment,  and  after  punish' 
mont,  but  could  get  none.  The  captn.  then  ordered  me  to  be  take** 
ihtwii,  and  during  ye  punishment  the  captn.  was  smiling,  9^^ 
whftn  1  asked  for  a  drop  of  salt  water  he  told  me  I  should  h^y^ 
nuht»,  and  on  my  saying  I  should  die,  he  replied,  "Die  and  ^ 

jjv\v»u,»  *••        ^>,.     l)id  you  ever  hear  your  companions  that  were  punisb^ 

|iMHi»UiHvui.  iHUiiplaiu  among  themselves  that  ye  punishment  was  cruel,  a^ 

that-  it  wai  hard  to  be  punished  so  severely  without  ye  advice  of^ 

vi.--l  did  hear  them  complain  that  they  were  punished  with^** 
vv  ttdviw  of  ye  surgeon,  and  of  ye  hard  usuage  they  got  beft>^ 
Hiul  aftor  punishment. 

^^.     Was  Doctor  Beyer's  attention  to  ye  sick  humane  ^^" 

(HlUHtaUt  I  . 

.t.  It  was  humame,  and  but  for  him  and  Mr.  Froome  hims^^^ 
Hhd  otht^l'M  would  have  expired ;  that  on  speaking  ye  sentin^' 
Uiimtuhml  tit  Hhoot  them. 


^^■^r 
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Q, — Do  you  conceive  that  ye  steward  sold  any  of  H.M.  stores      1707 
to  ye  convicts  for  money  ?  o  juiy. 

A» — He  sold  bags  of  bread,  cheese,  spirits  in  ye  ship,  and  batter,  ^  v— r     « 
pease,  and  pork  m  ye  island.  itont. 

C» — Did  ye  steward  give  bread  to  ye  convicts  for  their  soap  ? 

-4. — ^He  gave  rotten  bread  for  ye  soap. 

Q. — What  quantity  of  water  did  you  get  daily  from  Rio?  SSrmncc  oi 

A — Sometimes  one  quart  and  half-pint,  sometimes  three  pints,  water. 

Adjourned  U)  Monday,  ye  29th, 

The  Court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

B—  E ,  convict,  being  duly  sworn  : —  The  cook's 

Q,  by  C(ipiain  DennotL — Did  you  act  as  cook  in  ye  island  of  Riof  ^^  ^^' 

J.— I  did. 

Q. — Did  ye  prisoners  feel  any  inconveniences  from  the  want  of 
provisions  or  water  ? 

A, — They  did  not)  for  I  gave  them  some  provisions  before  ye 
steward  came  with  their  rated  daily  allowance. 

Q. — What  number  of  prisoners  were  punished  in  the  island  ? 

A. — ^He  believes  six  or  seven. 

Q» — Was  ye  doctor  always  present  at  ye  punishment? 

A. — I  did  not  see  him  there. 

Q, — ^Was  you  on  ye  quarter-deck  ye  time  ye  prisoners  were 
punished? 

A. — I  was  at  ye  time  B and  H were  punished. 

Q. — Did  ye  doctor  give  his  opinion  as  to  ye  number  of  lashes  The  doctor's 
they  were  able  to  bear  ?  ^S^T"' 

A. — He  did  give  his  opinion  on  being  asked  by  ye  captain.  convict*. 

Q. — ^Was  you  on  deck  at  ye  time  the  body  of  P G 

▼as  brought  up  ? 

A, — I  waa 

Q- — ^Did  you  hear  ye  Dr.  say  that  he  could  not  have  died  from 
ye  punishment  he  received,  as  he  was  a  strong  man,  or  words  to 
that  effect  ? 

A. — He  heard  him  say  he  was  a  strong  man. 

Q' — Did  you  ever  know  me  act  with  cruelty  or  inhumanity  to  '"^ifP'**" 
^J  of  ye  prisoners  ?  oooTicts. 

A — At  ye  time  we  were  detected  in  ye  conspiracy  we  were 
healthy  and  well  treated,  and  did  not  wish  to  be  better  used  than 
▼e  were  by  the  captain. 

Q' — Can  you  say  anything  respecting  ye  doctor's  treatment  of 
je  prisoners  after  they  were  punished  ? 

A — He  went  down  at  different  times,  as  well  as  ye  man  under 
him. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  hear  any  of  ye  prisoners  complain  of  ye 
doctor's  want  of  humanity  ? 
A, — Some  did,  and  some  did  not. 
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A  oonvict's 
evidence. 


1707  Q. — Was  not  ye  dampnen  of  ye  prisiHi  more  owing  to  had 

6  July,     weather  than  to  neglect  1 
BtetiTortiie      '^' — ^^®  weather  waa  bad,  and  I  saw  men  ordered  down  with 
vobmL         scrapers  to  keep  it  clean  every  day. 

J B ,  convict,  being  duly  sworn : — 

Q,  by  Captain  DennoU. — In  what  situation  waa  you  at  ye  time 
you  was  accused  of  taking  the  sentinel's  arms  ?  Was  you  drunk  or 
sober? 

A. — I  was  in  liquor. 

Q, — ^Was  you  flogged  for  it? 

A. — I  was. 

Q. — Was  ye  doctor  present? 

A, — He  was. 

Q. — ^Were  ye  berths  kept  dean  during  the  voyage  ? 

A, — Mr.  Froome  came  down  every  day  and  (Nrder'd  them  to  be 
cleaned. 

Q. — Was  ye  doctor  often  down  from  Rio  to  Sydney  Cove  ? 

A. — He  was  six  or  seven  times  down. 

Q. — Who  dressed  ye  prisoners'  backs  ? 

A, — Sometimes  Sandford,  an  old  man,  dressed  them,  and  some- 
times they  dressed  their  backs  themselves. 

Q, — How  many  days  before  our  arrival  did  Mr.  Byrne  go  down 
among  the  prisoners  ? 

A. — He  went  down  after  we  made  ye  land. 

Mary  B being  duly  sworn  : — 

Q.  by  Captain  Dennott, — Did  you  miscarry  on  board  ye  ship  ? 

A— I  did. 

Q, — Relate  to  ye  Court  in  what  manner  you  was  treated  by  Dr. 
Beyer  on  that  occasion  ? 

A. — I  was  treated  very  badly  by  him.  I  was  sick  for  three 
months,  and  he  did  not  give  me  anything  during  that  time  except 

half  a  glass  of  wine.     I  sent  Peg  L for  a  drink  of  water,  and 

he  told  her  that  he  would  kick  her.  The  captain  sent  me  a  bottle 
of  wine  and  water,  and  but  for  that  I  should  not  have  been  alive. 

Q, — When  you  applied  to  ye  doctor  for  medicine,  did  he  not 
damn  you  for  a  bitch  ? 

A. — He  did;  and  did  not  give  me  any  medicine,  nor  did  he  give 
me  any  wine  after  I  miscarried. 

Q, — Do  you  know  Mary  C ? 

A. — I  do. 

Q. — ^Do  you  think  by  any  illusuage  of  mine  I  was  ye  cause  of 
her  throwing  herself  overbcMurd  ? 

Al — ^Tou  was  not,  for  she  was  always  deranged. 

Q. — Was  she  not  a  woman  of  bad  character  ? 

A. — She  was ;  she  attempted  to  cut  her  own  throat. 


EvidMioeof 
a  female 
oonviot. 


Suioide  of  a 
woman. 
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Hflnry  Jamea  Furoell,  a  private  aoklier  of  N.  S.  Wales  CSorps,      1707 

being  duly  sworn : —  o  Juty. 

Q,  by  Captn,  DennoU, — ^Was  you  on  ye  quarter-deck  during  the  ^JJSJJJJJ** 
time  of  punishment  ? 

A, — I  was  ye  greater  part  of  the  time. 

Q. — Did  I  not  ask  ye  doctor  as  to  ye  quantity  of  lashes  each 
man  was  able  to  bear  % 

A. — Some  discourse  passed  between  the  doctor  and  captain,  but 
cannot  say  what. 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  ye  two  K s  being  punished,  and  did 

not  ye  doctor  say  that  they  had  been  sickly  on  ye  island,  and 
were  not  able  to  bear  300  lashes,  but  were  able  to  bear  200  lashes  % 

A. — T  do  recollect  it. 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  B being  tied  up  a  second  time  f 

A. — I  do. 

Q. — Did  you  hear  the  doctor  say  his  hide  was  tough  ? 

A— I  did. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  hear  the  doctor  encourage  the  men  to  flog  hard  % 

A. — ^I  did  not 

Q. — ^Did  you  ever  hear  that  I  attempted  to  supercede  him  as  favoonbie 
a  surgeon  ?  Jjp^ 

A, — I  never  did. 

Q. — Was  you  on  deck  at  ye  time  the  body  of  G was  brought 

on  deck? 

A, — I  was. 

Q, — Did  you  hear  the  doctor  say  he  did  not  die  in  consequence 
of  ye  punishment  he  received  1 

A,— I  did. 

Q, — Was  my  conduct  to  you  or  to  any  other  person  on  board 
brutal  or  inhuman? 

A, — It  was  very  humane. 

Q. — Did  yoa  hear  any  oomplaints  against  ye  captain  by  the 
soldiers) 

A, — I  did  not 

Q. — ^Was  Mr.  Bume  on  deck  daring  the  punishment  1 

A, — Sometimes  he  was. 

Q. — Did  Mr.  Bnme  appear  to  be  aoiive  in  the  ponishment  1 

-4. — He  did. 

Q. — ^WaM  B         drunk  at  ye  time  he  seized  the  sentinel's  arms  ? 

A, — ^He  was. 

Q. — Did  you,  the  troops,  or  convicts  suffer  on  ye  island  for  Hii 
^ant of  water  ot  provisions )  Soteo^^' 

il.— They  did  not  «d_,^ 

y. — ^Did  ye  troc^  or  convicts  complain  that  ye  provmons  were 
not  sent  to  ye  island  at  a  seasonable  hour  ? 

-4. — One  day  they  did. 
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1707  Q. — Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  Burne  complain  of  any  ill-usuage 

e  July,     or  neglect  of  ye  troops  by  Captn.  Dennott  ? 
A. — I  do  not  reooUect  I  did. 

Q. — Was  the  conduct  of  ye  doctor  humane  to  the  sick  1 

A, — I  cannot  say. 

Q. — ^Was  Thos.  Mancell,  a  private,  paid  proper  attention  to  by 
the  doctor  ? 

A, — 1  think  not. 

Q. — Was  not  a  man  very  ill  of  ye  flux,  and  was  he  not  ordered 
on  deck  to  be  washed  by  cold  water,  and  by  whom  ? 

A. — He  was  ordered  to  be  washed  by  ye  doctor. 

Q. — How  long  did  the  man  live  after  being  washed  ? 

A. — He  died  the  next  day. 
A  burial  at        Q, — In  what  manner  was  he  buried — was  any  prayers  used  over 
•**•  him? 

A, — He  was  thrown  overboard  without  ye  usual  prayers. 

Q. — Bid  you  ever  know  ye  tarpaulins  unnecessarily  kept  on, 
and  whether  ye  lee  side  was  not  always  kept  up  to  give  air  to  ye 
prisoners  ? 

A. — I  never  did,  unless  when  necessary. 

©.—Was  any  tarpaulins  on  ye  hatch  ye  first  night  of  ye  day  of 
punishment  ? 

-4. — ^There  was  not. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  hear  ye  prisoners  at  the  main  hatch  complain 
of  thirst  1 

A, — I  did  notw 

Q. — ^Was  you  ever  offered  any  reward  by  me  to  come  forward, 
or  did  I  ever  attempt  to  bias  your  opinion  1 

A. — You  never  did. 

Thomas  Franklin,  corporal  of  N.  S.  Wales  Corps,  sworn  : — 

The  Q,  hy  Captn.  Dennott : — ^Was  you  on  ye  quarter-deck  at  ye  time 

e\i3«noe.'     J^  people  were  punished  ? 

AL — I  was  looking  over  the  bulkhead. 

Q. — Did  you  hear  ye  Dr.  asked  as  to  the  quantity  of  lashes 
the  men  were  able  to  bear  1 

A. — I  saw  ye  doctor  with  a  slate  in  his  hand  taking  down  ye 
number  of  lashes  they  received. 

Q. — ^Do  you  not  conceive  the  doctor  as  much  concerned  in  ye 
punishment  as  myself  1 

A. — I  think  he  was. 

Q, — ^Did  you  ever  know  me  to  supercede  ye  doctor  as  a  surgeon  f 

A. — I  never  did. 

Q. — Was  you  on  deck  when  the  body  of  G was  brought 

on  deck  ? 

A. — I  was. 
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Q — Did  Mr.  Burne  appear  to  you  to  take  an  active  part  in  ye       1797 
puniahment?  ^j^^^ 

A. — He  did ;  he  ordered  ye  party  up  two  days,  by  Mr.  Bume's       - — 

orfcra-  Borne  and 

Q. — Did  not  Mr.  Burne  order  his  own  people  to  punish  and  **>««>n*'i«*«« 
encoorage  them  in  it  1 

A. — ^He  did  order  two  men  to  punish. 

Q. — When  B was  punished  the  second  time,  was  you  on 

deckf 

A. — I  was. 

Q. — Did  the  Dr.  say  he  could  bear  more  lashes  ? 

A. — He  did,  and  said  he  should  have  his  punishment  ye  next  day. 

Q. — ^Was  my  conduct  to  you  or  ye  troops  tyrannical  or  inhuman  f 

A, — It  was  not;  any  favour  I  asked  was  always  granted. 

Q. — Was  the  doctor's  conduct  to  ye  sick  humane  ? 

A, — I  think  it  was  not. 

Q. — ^Was  ye  Dr.'s  orders  in  throwing  water  on  M ye  cause 

of  his  death  ? 

A, — ^He  thinks  it  was. 

Q. — In  what  manner  was  he  buried,  and  was  prayers  read 
over  him  ? 

A, — He  w^as  thrown  overboad,  but  ye  weather  was  so  rough  A  burial  at 
as  to  render  it  impossible  to  read  prayers  over  him.     Mr.  Burne  "^ 
regretted  that  it  could  not  be  done. 

Q, — Did  you  ever  know  ye  tarpaulins  unnecessarily  kept  on  1 

-i. — I  never  did. 

Q. — Was  not  ye  wetness  of  the  prison  occasioned  more  by  bad 
veather  than  neglect  ? 

A. — It  was. 

Q.— rWas  not  two  men  appointed  to  keep  ye  prisons  and  hatches 
clean? 

il.— There  was. 

Q* — Did  I  ever  offer  you  any  reward  or  bias  your  opinion  in 
this  business  ? 

-1 — He  never  did. 

Mr.  Wharton,  2nd  mate  of  Britannia,  recalled  — 

Q.  hy  Oaptn,  DennoU: — For  what  reason  was  Jenny  B Theiecond 

put  in  vrona  ?  SSSSed. 

-4. — ^For  attempting  to  throw  herself  overboard. 

Q. — Did  I  not  stop  her  throwing  herself  overboard  1 

A. — ^You  did.  She  abused  you  very  much,  and  in  consequence 
yoa  cutt  her  hair  off,  caned  her,  and  put  her  in  irons. 

Q. — Did  I  not  always  gfve  you  frequent  and  proper  orders 
to  keep  ye  prisoners  dry  and  clean,  and  did  you  obey  those 
orders  t 

A, — ^You  did,  and  I  obeyed  them. 
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1797 


A  female 
convict's 
eyldeooe. 


Bvidenoetif 
aoonviot 


Q. — Bid  I  not  often  complam  to  yoa  of  Mr.  Froome's  want 
of  attention  to  his  daty  ? 

A. — You  did. 

Q. — Bo  yoa  think  those  complaints  originated  from  private 
pioque  or  malice,  or  thro'  my  situation  as  commander  of  ye  ship  7 

A. — Not  from  private  picque,  but  as  commander  of  ye  ship. 

Q. — ^Was  not  Mr.  Froome  in  general  the  officer  ordered  to  see 
the  prisoners  kept  dean  ? 

A, — He  was. 

Margt.  L being  duly  sworn  : — 

Q.  hy  Oaptn,  DennoU  : — Bid  you  know  Mary  0 in  Bublin 


QaoI 
A, 


? 


A, 
A. 
A. 


-^Idid. 

— Bid  she  attempt  to  hang  herself  there  f 
— She  did  twice,  from  wickedness. 
— Was  I  ye  cause  of  her  throwing  herself  overboard  f 
— ^You  was  not. 

— Was  she  a  woman  of  bad  character? 
■Very  bad. 


B 


a  convict,  duly  sworn  :- 


Q,  hy  OaptfL  DennM : — Bid  not,  when  you  was  tied  up  ye  second 
time,  the  Br.  order  you  the  remaining  punishment? 

A, — He  did. 

Q. — Bid  you  complain  that  you  was  not  able  to  bear  ye  punish- 
ment to  ye  Br.,  and  what  did  the  doctor  reply  ? 

A. — I  did.  He  said  I  could  bear  it,  and  in  consequence  I 
received  it. 

Q. — ^After  I  ordered  you  down,  did  not  ye  doctor  order  you 
eight  lashes  more  ? 

A, — He  did. 

Q. — Was  you  carefully  attended  after  punishment  by  ye  doctor  1 

A. — I  wag  not  carefully  attended  by  the  doctor. 

Q. — Were  ye  other  persons  that  were  flogged  properly  attended 
by  the  doctor  1 

A. — They  were  not. 

Q, — Bid  ye  doctor  often  come  down  among  you  ? 

A. — Three  or  four  times  in  nine  weeks. 

Q. — Were  there  any  bad  smells  among  you  ? 

A, — There  was  for  want  of  attention  in  the  doctor. 

Q, — How  many  days  before  ye  ship  came  into  Sydney  was  Mr. 
Bume  down  among  you  9 

A. — fiinee  we  made  the  land. 

Q, — Was  there  any  other  bad  smells  than  from  ye  backs  of  tiie 
men  punished  ? 

A. — ^There  was. 
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Q. — Did  any  persons  make  any  oomplaintB  to  Mr.  Borne  ?  1797 

•1 — ^They  complained  for  the  want  of  their  grog.  6  joi^. 

The  Court  adjourned  to  ye  Slst. 

*^  Conrt  met  porsuant  to  adjournment. 
^0  letters  read  by  Captain  De^nott,  No.  6  and  7. 

Adjourned  eine  die, 

[Exhibit  No.  1.] 

SURGSON  BaLHAIN  TO  Mr.  BeYER. 

Sir,  Sydney,  Ist  June,  1797. 

It  having  come  to  the  Governor's  knowledge  that  several  Death  of 
<rf  the  convicts  have  died  on  board  the  Britannia  in  consequence  ^''^"^  "^ 
^  the  severe  punishment  inflicted  on  them,  I  am  commanded  by 
^  ExceUency  to  desire  that  you  will  state  to  me  what,  according 
to  the  best  of  your  judgment,  you  believe  to  have  been  the  cause 
^  the  death  of  the  several  convicts  under  your  inspection,  and 
^ko  whether  you  consider  their  treatment  in  general  throughout 
tbe  voyage  to  have  been  proper  and  suitable  to  the  intention  of 
ding  them  hither  in  health  and  safety.         I  am,  &c., 

Wm.  Balmain, 
Surgeon  to  the  Settlem't. 

[Exhibit  No.  2.] 
Mr.  Beter  to  Surgeon  Balmain. 

Sir,  Sydney,  2nd  June,  1797. 

I  have  been  honored  with  yours  of  the  1st  instant,  desiring  The  doctor's 
le  to  state  to  you,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  Governor  ^^^^' 
lanter,  whether  I  can  impute  the  death  of  several  convicts  who 
''ere  punished  on  board  the  Brittania,  transport,  to  the  severity  of 
^^e  punishment  inflicted,  and  likewise  to  assign  (to  the  best  of  my 
<3^%3dgment)  the  reasons  of  the  death  which  happened  in  the  course 
^^  the  voyage  from  Ireland,  and  whether  the  treatment  has  in 
general  been  suitable  to  the  intention  of  sending  them  hither  in 
Health  and  safety. 

In  reply  to  the  first  question,  I  have  to  observe  the  death  of  six 
^^onvicts  is  imputed  by  me  to  the  severity  of  punishment,  having 
^>eceived  more  lashes  than  was  consistent  with  the  state  of  weakness 
in  which  they  at  that  time  laboured  under,  from  the  many  incon- 
veniences which  attended  the  previous  part  of  the  voyage ;   and  I    , 
Hereby  declare,  upon  my  honor,  I  was  not  consulted  respecting  ^^l  SSlen!" 
the  punishment  of  any  of  the  Qonvicts  except  one  or  two,  which 
I  can  hereafter  mention  verbaly,  should  his  Excellency  require  it. 
Secondly,  nine  convicts  died  of  various  complaints;  some  of 
them  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  scurvy,  flux,  and  debilitation.    Several 
of   aforesaid  complaints  proceeded  from  want  of  cleanliness  in 
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1797      apparel,  continual  wetness  in  their  berths,  foul  air,  bad  water  (as 

4S  July,     the  ventilators  and  water-sweetners  sent  on  board  by  Grovemment 

for  that  purpose  were  not  made  use  of),  in  consequence  of  which 

a  number  of  their  beds  and  bedding  and  some  of  their  cloathing 

were  destroyed,  and  obliged  to  lay  without  beds. 

Tre**™"^        On  our  arrival  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  I  reported  to  Captain  Dennett 

atRia         the  state  of  the  troops  and  convicts,  pointing  out  the   means 

requisite  for  their  recovery  (a  copy  of  said  letter  I  have  annexed), *^ 

which  was  complied  with  in  as  far  by  landing  them  after  tiie 

arrival  of  a  week,  by  granting  them  fresh  provisions  four  times 

in  the  week,  some  fruit  and  vegetables  only  on  said  meat-days. 

Lieut.  William  Bume,  finding  that  Captain  Dennott  did  not  chose 

to  comply  with  my  request,  thought  proper  to  grant  the  troops 

under  his  command  fresh  provisions  daily,  and  which  was  highly 

requisite  for  the  recovery  of  their  health. 

Before  I  conclude,  to  prove  to  his  Excellency  how  far  my  advnee 
was  to  be  considered  requisite  for  the  punishment  of  any  culprit, 
I  herein  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letterf  written  by  Captain  Dennott 
previous  to  his  sailing  from  Ireland,  to  which  I  beg  his  Excellency 
will  pay  particular  attention,  and  I  am  sorry  to  observe  that  the 
whole  of  his  conduct  with  regard  to  me  in  my  official  capacity  has 
all  along  coincided  with  the  tenure  of  his  letter. 

I  have,  &c., 

Augustus  Beter, 

Superintending  Surgeon* 

[Exhibit  No.  3.] 
Captain  Dennott  to  Mr.  Ricketts.^ 
Dear  Sir,  Cove,  2l8t  November,  1796. 

Regulations  As  the  convicts  will  be  on  board  to-day  or  to-morrow,  I 

theconvictB?  ^^^^  i^^^  mention  a  few  points  to  which  I  must  beg  you  will  pay 
particular  attention  : — ^That  there  may  be  a  constant  guard  kept 
ever  them  during  the  day,  and  that  one  officer  with  ten  armed  men 
strengthen  that  guard  during  the  night ;  that  no  boat  be  allowed 
to  come  'longside  of  the  ship  with  things  for  sale,  but  what  is 
searched  very  strictly ;  that  no  weapon  of  any  kind  be  brought 
into  the  ship  ;  and  that  every  loaf  of  bread  that  may  be  brought 
on  board  for  the  convicts  be  either  cutt  or  broken  in  two,  least  any 
files,  knives,  or  anything  of  that  kind  be  concealed  therein,  as  has 
been  the  case  at  this  place  before ;  that  due  and  particular  care 
be  paid  in  keeping  them  clean  below,  and  that  an  officer  be  always 
ordered  on  that  duty,  and  see  that  any  scrapers  or  brooms  or 
other  utensils  be  handed  up  again ;  that  their  beds  be  ordered  on 
deck  every  morning,  without  it  should  be  very  bad  weather  to 
prevent  it ;  and  when  the  convicts  are  on  deck  that  they  are  to 
be  chained  to  the  side,  and  never  exceed  the  number  of  thirty, 
who  are  to  be  relieved  every  two  hours,  that  the  men  may  be  all 

*  Exhibit  Na  4.        f  Exhibit  No.  3.       ;  Mr.  Ricketis  was  chief  mate  of  the  Brittania. 
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on  deck  in  the  course  of  the  day ;  that  their  irons  be  searched       1707 
Mce  every  day  with  the  greatest  minuteness,  and  in  case  any      cjuiy. 
convict  should  have  attempted  to  get  his  irons  off,  for  the  first  „    — 
odbnoe  he  be  punished  with  no  less  than  six  dozen  of  lashes,  with  caudonao' 
a  right  and  left  catt,  if  able  to  bear  so  much  ;  that  you  are  to  be  ™^'**'*^ 
thejadge,  and  not  the  doctor;  during  the  punishment  that  a  guard 
he  dnwn  up  on  the  quarter-deck  with  bayonets  fixed  and  loaded 
mosqaetB;  if  any  instrument  should  be  found  on  any  convict, 
tliat  he  be  immediately  punished  with  four  dozen  lashes,  and  if 
feand  in  any  of  their  berths  that  the  whole  belonging  to  that  berth 
l^e  panished  in  like  manner,  without  they  declare  the  culprit ; 
i£  the  oonvicts  should  refuse  to  clean  their  different  berths,  the 
penon  so  offending  be  punished  with  two  dozen  lashes.     I  have 
ttlao  to  request  that  a  proper  guard  with  arms  always  attend  when 
t^e  prison-door  be  opened,  and  that  they  be  locked  down  during 
ti^MQ  night,  and  if  you  think  it  necessary  during  the  day ;  and 
^Isftt  you  will  al¥rays  take  care  of  our  own  boats,  that  they  be  so 
s^KHired  that  no  attempt  can  take  them  from  the  ship. 

I  have,  &c., 

Thomas  Dennott. 
[Exhibit  No.  4.] 

Surgeon  Beyer  to  Thomas  Dennott. 
Dear  Sir,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  12th  February,  1797. 

Duty  commands  me  to  inform  you  the  state  of  health  of  Frosh 
5^^^-^  troops  and  convicts  is  at  present  of  such  a  nature  as  requires  ^^tc.' 
^^•^^mediate  assistance.     K,  on  the  contrary,  a  great  mortality  car- 
^^^4nly  will  take  place. 
To  obviate  said  symptoms,   potent  adjuvants  are   requisite. 


^       To  supply  the  troops  and  convicts  during  our  stay  here  at  Rio 
^-^  Janeiro  with  fresh  provisions  daily. 

To  allow  them  two  oranges  each  per  diem,  or  any  other  fruit, 
^^^  highly  essential,  as  the  scurvy  is  making  a  rapid  progress,  and 
7^^*  which  extra  expence  I  doubt  not  Government  will  not  only 
Vj^^demnify  you,  but  return  you  thanks  on  the  occasion  so  justly 
^^^e  to  you. 

Lastly,  as  there  is  opportunity,  to  send  all  the  troops  and  con- 
^  ^cts  on  shore  for  the  benefit  of  their  health  as  soon  as  possible. 
All  I  have  to  add  is  as  your  sagacity  will  easily  discover,  so 
I  confident  it  will  coincide  with  your  approbation. 

I  am,  «S:c., 

Augustus  Beyer. 
[Exhibit  No,  6.] 

The  Deposition  op  F C . 

^- C ,  a  convict  on  boa»'d  the  Britannia,  says  that  after  The 

^--  G had  been  punisi^ed  he  was  put  down  among  the  a^i^vlit"^ 
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other  prisoners,  with  additional  bolts  and  handeufisyand  asked  lot 
a  drink  of  water,  when  Mr.  Wharton,  the  2nd  mate,  told  him  be 
would  give  the  rascal  poison  first.     That  P     ■         Gr*  lay  on 

his  bac^  handcufEed  to  another  man,  still  crying  oat  and  ofiisring 
a  gpiinea  for  a  drink  of  water  or  an  onrage,  which  he  could  not 
procure.  He  then  cried  out  to  give  him  some  wine,  which  S— , 
aniother  of  the  convicts,  did,  and  he,  C — ,  sweetened  it  with  sugar. 
Hiis  was  given  him  in  the  night  about  3  o'doek ;  he  laid  till  about 
7,  and  then  expired.  Many  of  the  convicts  cried  out  continually 
for  water,  but  n<me  was  suffered  to  be  giv^i  than  till  after 

G had  expired,  when  they  sent  down  a  buckett  of  water, 

from  7  to  8  gallons ;  the  men  being  so  thirsty,  they  scrambled  who 
shonl'd  get  a  drink  first,  on  which  Mr.  Wharton,  Mr.  Froome,  and 
the  steward  jumpt  down  to  see  what  was  the  matter,  and  the 
captain  ordered  them  to  knock  down  any  perscm  that  was  oat  o£ 
his  berth,  an-d  that  if  any  ol  the  rascals  spc^  a  wotd  be  would 

blow  their  brains  out.     A  convict  of  the  name-of  0 ,  who 

had  been  punished,  stooping  down  to  take  a  dixnk  of  wster,  Mr. 
Froome,  by  the  captain's  orders,  struck  him  across  the  loins.  The 
man  from  that  time  faultered  his  speech,  and  expired  the  next 

morning.      B and  S ,  two  men  who  had  the  day 

before  i*eceived  300  lashes,  were  called  up  and  ordered  to  receive 

300  more.     B expostulated  with  the  captain,  begging  he 

would  minutely  enquire  into  the  afiair,  and  it  would  be  found  that 
he  was  not  so  culpable  as  it  appeared  to  him ;  that  he  had  been 
a  recruiting  serjeant ;  that  he  had  raised  a  number  of  men,  and 
had  been  a  faithful  eervant  to  bis  Majesty  King  G^eorge.  The 
captain,  in  return,  dam'd  his  Majesty  and  himself,  and  then  ordered 
him  to  be  tied  up,  and  looking  at  the  catt  observed  that  they  were 
not  sufficient  to  open  his  skin.  He  then  got  a  piece  of  horse-ddn, 
and  made  the  boatswain  get  another  piece,  and  then  the  boatswain 
tied  them  to  a  short  stick,  and  the  captain  took  it  and  stood  by 
while  the  boatswain  tied  knots  on  the  leather.  He  then  ordered 
the  men  some  grog  before  they  began  to  flog  them,  saying,  '*  Dam 
your  eyes,  this  will  open  your  consase."     8  lived  thiee  or 

four  days,  and  B some  time  longer. 

[Exhibit  Nol  S.] 

Isaac  Froomb  to  Caftaim  Dsskott» 

YouB  goodness  will,  I  trcwty  eoccuae  the  liberty  of  this  address 
when  kindly  considering  my  present  situation,  and  the  mo^es  that 
induced  me  thus  far  to  presume  will,  I  trust,  be  sufficient  apology 
for  the  liberty  of  this  intrusion. 

To  palliate  my  crime,  I  do  not"  mean,  neither  shall  I  attempt, 
to  vindicate  my  conduct.  I  must  own  it  has  been  such  as  but 
tao  justly  merits  your  displeasure  and  disregard,  and  it  ia  with  a 
dae  nomse  o£  the  impropriety  of  it  that  I  now  most  subnussivefy 
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n{BMiyoiir£orgiven0nL   I  own,  sir,  I  have  most  grossly  offended,       1797 

bit  I  trust  not  exceeded  the  limits  of  pardon.     Could  you,  sir,     eJuiy. 

haiky  look'  oyer  the  past,  it  shall  ever  be  my  chief  study  and 

dMOB  so  to  conduct  myself  as  to  merit,  if  possible,  your  esteem 

ad  protection,  and  I  am  well  convinced  after  what  has  transpired, 

together  with  your  kind  and  friendly  advice,  that  I  shall  not  fail 

HI  the  attempt.     Be  pleased  then,  sir,  to  obliterate  the  past,  and 

artpie  me,  pray,  to  your  once,  I  believe,  good  opinion,  and  the 

voiformity  d  my  future  conduct  shall  be  such  as  I  trust  will  give 

mtuhueHoDj  as  also  prove  to  you  the  sincerity  of  my  professions. 

I  sf^in  beg  you  will  excuse  this  liberty,  and  believe  me  to  be,  (S:c., 

Isaac  Fboohe. 

Gaptain  Denkott's  Address  to  the  Court. 
Gentlemen^  Sydney,  2l8t  June,  1797. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  take  up  your  time  with  a  tedious  The 
noapitulationy  yet  I  think  it  necessary  I  should  mention  some  Sirtructiona 
circumstances  in  explanation.     When  the  convicts  were  embarked  'w>m  the 
in  Ireland,  I  enquired  of  Mr.  SainthiU,  the  resident  agent,  if  the 
<iOivemment  of  Ireland  did  not  give  orders,  how  I  should  conduct 
:a^velf  towards  the  prisoners.     I  was  informed  by  him  that  he 
^Iedbw  of  none,  neither  had  he  any  instructions  whatever  to  give, 
9uid  that  I  was  to  act  as  circumstances  might  require.      Left  then 
mhme  in  a  situation  entirely  new,  I  was  determined  if  the  con- 
duct of  those  committed  to  my  charge  would  but  permit  to  make 
'than  as  comfortable  as  it  was  possible,  but  at  the  same  time  if 
%hey  behaved  ill  to  have  them  punished  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
cleter  others  from  being  guilty  of  similar  offences.     I  have  always 
)>een  of  opinion  that  severity  in  some  instances  is  lenity  in  gener«il. 
It  never  was  my  wish  to  punish  at  all,  and  I  presume  that  my 
conduct  to  the  prisoners,  both  before  and  after  the  plot,  will  con- 
"Wiee  you  of  that,  as  a  very  few  were  punished,  and  those  but 
^i^tly.     Prior  to  my  writing  the  letter  No.  3,  I  had  understood  Exhibit 
that  a  punishment  of  some  soldiers  had  taken  place  on  board,    ^'  ^' 
^hich  appeared  to  me  so  very  slight  that  I  thought  it  by  no  means 
^equate  to  the  character  of  those  I  had  to  deal  with,  and  in  con- 
aequenoe  wrote  to  Mr.  Ricketts.     I  knew  ye  man  to  whom  I  wrote 
to  be  humane,  and  that  there  was  not  the  least  danger  of  the  con- 
victs being  ill-treated  or  wantonly  punished.      I  am  contirraed  in 
that  opinion  by  the  humanity  he  has  always  shown  them.      By 
mentioning  the  punishment  of  the  prisoners  at  the  island  1  do  not 
mean  to  blame  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Bume  ;  only  that  if  it  wei*e 
improper  for  me  to  punish  men  in  the  absence  of  the  doctor,  it 
was  equally  so  in  him  to  do  so,  who  now  stands  forth  as  my 
accuser.      When  I  was  convinced  that  the  prisoners  had  deter- 
mined to  seize  the  ship  and  destroy  the  lives  of  a  number  of  JJl^i^y  f^^ 

it  men,  I  conceived  it  my  duty  to  have  them  punished,  but  severity'. 
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1797  it  was  never  my  intention  to  affect  their  lives.  In  the  hurry  and 
6  July,  confusion  of  the  day  I  did  not  think  of  holding  a  consultation, 
particularly  as  I  found  every  one  on  deck,  and  every  one  wUling, 
aiding,  and  assisting.  No  ohjections  were  made  or  even  hinted, 
either  on  that  day  or  either  of  the  days  of  punishment ;  every- 
body attended  and  appeared  to  me  to  be  as  earnest  in  their 
punishment  as  myself.  The  conduct  of  my  youngest  ofELcer  (Mr. 
A  negligent  Froome)  has  ever  been  negligent  and  inattentive,  consequently  I 
officer.  found  fault  with  him.  To  prove  that  he  once  thought  so  himself, 
I  beg  that  the  annexed  letter,  No.  6,^  may  be  read.  His  actions 
since  have  never,  in  my  opinion,  corresponded  with  the  promises 
he  has  made.  The  mode  the  "prosecutors  have  taken  to  establish 
their  assertions — ^by  robbing  private  papers,  breaking  thro'  the 
laws  of  hospitality  by  bringing  forth  private  conversation,  ran- 
sacking every  private  concern,  and  every  unguarded  expression 
stretched  to  the  utmost  to  make  it  appear  in  the  worst  light — 
will,  no  doubt,  have  its  effect  with  you,  gentlemen,  in  the  decision 
you  are  to  give. 

My  defence  I  leave  to  the  evidence  already  produced  before 

you.     I  trust  myself  with  confidence  to  you,  and,  from  the  candour 

and  patience  you  have  shown  in  elucidating  the  charges  exhibited 

An  error  or  against  me,  I  have  no  reason  to  apprehend  that  youl  impute  crimes 

a  cnme.       ^  ^^  when  I  may  have  been  only  guilty  of  error. 

Humanum  est  errare,  and,  whether  I  am  condemned  or  acquitted, 
I  shall  ever  feel  myself  under  the  greatest  obligation  to  this  Court 
for  the  manner  they  have  conducted  this  enquiry.  I  beg  leave  to 
subscribe  myself  with  the  greatest  respect.     Yours,  <&c, 

Thos.  Bennett. 

Decision  of  the  Court. 

^eoaptpin  After  maturely  considering  the  evidence  on  both  sides  that  has 
been  brought  before  us  on  this  occasion,  we  are  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  Captain  Dennott's  conduct  in  punishing  the  convicts 
in  the  manner  he  did  for  conspiring  to  take  the  ship  was  impru- 
dent and  ill-judged,  inasmuch  as  he  did  not  take  the  sense  of  the 
officers  and  ship's  company,  individually,  as  to  the  steps  necessary 
to  be  adopted  for  the  preservation  of  the  ship  and  the  lives  of  the 
people  therein,  for  although  they  might  have  been  all  present,  and 
many  of  them  assisting  on  that  occasion,  yet  their  not  having 
been  formally  consulted  renders  it  questionable  whether  the 
captain's  proceedings  would  have  met  their  unanimous  approba- 
tion, and,  so  far,  his  conduct  in  this  instance  may  be  regarded  as 
bordering  on  too  great  a  degree  of  severity  ;  but  we  also  clearly 

JJ»e  ^y*®'  concur  of  opinion  that  the  surgeon  (Mr.  Beyer)  was  beyond  all 
the  other  bystanders  particularly  culpable  in  not  steadfastly  pro- 
testing against  the  cruelties  which  he  charges  Captain  Dennett 
with,  and  was  therefore  inexcusably  negligent  and  indifferent  in 

•  Ante,  pp.  274,  275. 
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performance  of  his  duty,  and  consequently,  in  an  eminent  1797 
(legree^  accessory  to  the  inhumanities  he  complains  of.  Such  in  q  ^^^y 
oar  opinion  as  to  the  first  charge. 

With  respect  to  the  second,  we  believe  that  (unless  in  the 

instance  of  the  ventilators,  water-sweetners,  and  swabs,  not  having 

been  made  use  of)  Captn.  Dennett  gave  proper  orders,  and  did 

not  omit  taking  the  necessary  steps  for  bringing  the  troops  and 

convicts  hither  in  safety,  especially  when  the  refractory  state  of 

the  people  he  had  in  charge  and  the  coertion  he  was  obliged  to 

make  use  of  towards  them  for  the  preservation  of  the  ship  and 

^he  people  is  considered. 

Before  we  conclude,  we  here  beg  leave  to  oflfer  to  his  Excellency  a  recom- 
our  opinion  that  all  ships  coming  to  this  port  with  transports  ™«°<**^**'"- 
should  have  on  board  an  officer  of  the  Crown,  who  should  be 
invested  with  proper  power  and  authority,  as  well  for  the  con- 
ducting of  the  ship  as  the  particular  inspection  and  direction  of 
the  management  of  the  convicts  on  board. 

HicHARD  Atkins,  J.A. 
W.  Balmain,  J.  p. 
Richard  Johnson,  J. P. 

[EucloBure  No.  2.] 

Live  Stock,  6  July,  1797. 

^<^<iOVirr  of  Live  Stock  received  into  the  colony  from  the  Cape 
Grood  Hope  by  his  Majesty's  ships  Reliance  and  Supply, 
July,  1797.* 


^o  account  of  Government     

^Kx  account  of  the  officers  of  the  ships  in 
their  own  appartments        

JL  w  WvA  ■••       •••       ••■       •••       ••• 


Cows. 

Cow- 
calvps. 

•  •  • 

7 

53 
13 

66 

7 

! 

Mares,  j  Sheep. 


Live  stock. 


Jno.  Hunter. 


€k>yERNOR  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 
^y  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  6th  July,  1797. 

A  ship  nam'd  the  Sydney  Cove  ha>ing  been  loaded  with  The  Sydney 
^^rgo  of  goods  upon  speculation  from  Bengal  to  this  port,  was 
*'^ck'd  in  February  last  upon  this  coast,  in  latitude  40''  37'  South, t 
^^  ^bout  408  miles  to  the  southward  of  Port  Jackson.     Seventeen 

t;^t«,  pp.  238,237. 
^^ThevcHMslwM  wrecked  on  one  of  the  islands  of  the  Furneaux  Group,  which  is  still 
^*^^n  M  Prwervation  Island.— Appendix  A. 
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A  relief 
vetieL 


1707      of  her  crew  embark'd  in  the  longboat  in  order  to  reach  the  harbor, 
6  July,     fti^d  to  procure  whatever  assistance  could  be  had  here  ;  but  they 
—       were  also  wreck 'd  upon  the  coast  220  miles  to  the  sonthwaard  of 
shipwrecked  this  port"*^     They  all  got  on  shore,  and  tnavel'd  along  the  coast^ 
crow.  i^Q^  ^j^  Mbj  last  a  small  row-boat,  fishing  to  the  southward  of 

Botany  Bay,  discovered  three  people  on  the  shore,  whom  they  took 
into  the  boat  and  brought  hither  scarsely  alive.  The  remainder  of 
the  seventeen  have  undoubtedly  perished  or  been  kill'd  by  the 
natives,  these  survivors  having  been  much  annoy'd  and  wounded 
by  them.  On  their  arrival  they  gave  an  account  of  two  othera 
whom  they  had  left  a  small  distance  from  the  place  where  they  met 
the  boat,  but  too  weak  to  proceed  farther.  Upon  this  information 
I  immediately  sent  a  whaleboat  well  manned,  and  put  on  board 
her  everything  which  cou'd  be  necessary  for  people  in  tiiat  con- 
dition, as  well  doathing  as  nourishing  articles  of  food,  and  sent 
the  same  fishermen  who  had  taken  up  the  others  in  this  boat ;  bat 
these  unfortunate  men  were  not  to  be  found.  Some  articles  they 
had  were  pick'd  up  covered  with  blood,  so  that  we  have  reason  to 
believe  they  have  been  miirder'd  in  this  helpless  state. 

As  soon  after  as  possible  I  dispatch'd  the  Colonial  schooner  to 
the  southward,  together  with  a  deck'd  longboat,  fin  order  to  take  off 
i%.erescued  the  people  who  had  been  left  upon  the  island  on  which  they  had 
been  wrecked.  The  schooner  is  just  arrived,  and  has  brought  the 
commander  (Mr.  Hamilton),  the  only  surviving  European,  and 
the  remainder  of  the  Lascars.  The  commander  has  left  six  of  his 
own  people  in  charge  of  the  property  saVd,  one  of  whom  is  one 
of  the  three  who  reach'd  this  place,  and  who,  being  well  recovered, 
retum'd  to  the  wreck  in  the  schooner.        I  have,  &a, 

Jno.  Huntsb. 


crew. 


10  July. 


Il*MaS. 

Sapply. 


An  unsea- 

worthy 

veael. 


GOVERKOR  HUNTBR  TO  SECRETARY  NePEAN. 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  10th  July,  1797. 

Having,  in  the  end  of  September  last,  ordered  his  Majesty's 
ships  serving  on  this  station  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  on  the 
service  of  the  colony,  of  which  I  apprised  you  for  the  information 
of  their  Lordships,  I  have  now  to  request  you  will  be  pleas'd  to 
inform  their  Lordships  that  the  Supply  returned  to  this  port  on  the 
16th  of  May  in  a  most  distressing  and  dangerous  condition.  Such 
has  proVd  the  state  of  that  ship  that  had  her  defects  been  so 
complained  of  by  her  commander  at  the  Cape  as  to  have  occasion'd 
an  examination  of  them,  she  would  have  been  found  unfit  to  leave 
that  bay ;  but  he,  well  knowing  the  importance  to  this  colony  of 

*  Tlie  longboat  appears  to  have  been  wrecked  in  the  vidnlty  of  Point  Everard. 

f  The  decked  longboat,  The  EUia,  was  in  charge  of  Alexander  Armstcong,  maeter  of 
H.M.S.  Supply.  She  eeparated  in  a  gale  from  tho  Francis  shortly  after  the  rescue  of  the 
shlpwraokea  crew  Of  the  Sydney  Oove,  and  neither  her  nor  her  crew  was  ttttenruds  beaid 
of.— Post,  p.  809. 
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Ae  service  he  was  employ'd  upon,  wou'd  not  apply  for  a  survey,       1707 
bot  chose  rather  to  risk  everything  in  an  attempt  to  fulfill  the    lo  juiy. 
deogD  of  his  voyage.     He  did  fulfill  it,  altlio'  with  much  difiiculty 
•nd  very  considerable  danger,  as  their  Ix)rdships  will  readily  admit 
on  examining  the  enclosed  report  of  a  survey  which  I  had  ordered 
upon  her  arriyal,  and  into  the  truth  of  which  I  have  myself  very 
Krapalously  examin'd — to  say  that  I  am  concerned  at  the  decay 
nd  oanseqneat  loss  of  the  servioes  of  this  ship  is  but  faintly  to 
floqiraBS  tfae  Anxiety  I  have  experienced  in  consequence  of  it,  as 
depriving  me  of  the   power  of  fulfilling  the  commands  of  his 
Kftjesty  relative  to  the  stocking  this  colony  with  live  cattle,  the 
Supply  being  of  a  construction  and  equipment  so  well  fitted  for 
that  service. 

I  have  made  known  this  unfortunate  circumstance  to  the  Duke  The  Supply 
of  Portland,  and  have  informed  his  Grace  how  necessary  it  will  be  ^SiS^<uhip. 
to  have  a  ahip  sent  ont  instead  of  the  Supply,  which  ship  I  can 
only  now  use  as  a  guard-ship  in  the  port,  and  employ  her  officers 
and  crew  as  the  service  here  may  require,  having  no  means  of 
sending  them  to  England.    I  trust  their  Lordships  will  approve 
^  my  doing  so  untill  such  time  as  it  may  be  determined  whether 
a  ship  shall  be  immediately  sent  instead,  and  which  I  hope  their 
^^^rdships  will  pardon  me  for  suggesting  might  be  done  with  the 
compliment  of  a  merchant  ship,  and  to  be  fill'd  with  such  stores 
^  the  colony  has  a{^lied  for ;  the  stores  of  the  Supply  (an  account 
^^  "which  will  be  sent  to  the  Navy  Board)  will  render  the  equip- 
***^nt  of  another  ship  less  expensive,  the  officers  and  crew  to  be  Disposal  of 
^Urn^d  from  the  one  ship  to  the  other,  and  the  men  necessary  for 
flinging  this  ship  out  will  complete  the  compliments  of  the  two 
^^tion'd  ships. 

I  shou'd  do  great  injustice  to  the  zeal  and  merits  of  an  excel- 
"*^nt,  able,  and  steady  officer  were  I  not  to  express  the  gratifi- 
cation I  shou'd  experience  wou'd  their  Lordships  condescend  to 
^untenance  my  recommendation  of  Lieut.  William  Kent,  comr.  ^-^I'Ji^^*' 
^f  the  Supply,  an  officer  who  has  served  seventeen  years  as  lieu-  Kent. 
tenant,  and  to  put  whatever  ship  may  be  order'd  here  in  the  room 
t)f  the  Supply  on  the  establishment  of  a  sloop  and  this  officer 
her  commander.      I  am   unwilling   to   solicite   anything  which 
lui^t  occasion  expence;  my  present  request  cou'd  not,  because 
the  Supply  is  in  every  respect  but  that  of  being  commanded  by  a 
h'eutenant  the  same  as  a  sloop  with  a  peace  compliment.     I  shall 
in  no  other  respect  trouble  their  Lordships  with  the  claim  of  Lieut. 
Kent  but  that  of  a  diligent  service  of  twenty-seven  years. 

Shou'd  their  Lordships  disapprove  of  the  liberty  I  have  taken 
in  favor  of  this  deserving  officer,  I  hope  and  trust  they  will  pardon 

1*-  I  have,  ike, 

Jno.  Hunter. 
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1797  [Encloenre.] 

10  July.  Survey  of  the  Supply. 

Pursuant  to  an  order  from  his  Excellency  John  Hunter,  Esqr., 
Captain-General  and  Govemorin-Chief  in  and  over  his 
Majesty's  territory  of  New  South  Wales  and  its  Depen- 
dencies, drc,  <S:c. 

We  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed  have  taken  a  strict 
and  careful  survey  on  his  Majesty's  arm'd  vessel  Supply,  Lieut. 
William  Kent,  commander,  and  find  as  follows  (viz.): — 

Unsea-  The  hawse  timbers  and  night-head,  from  the  top  to  light  water- 

wndi^onof  mark,  rotten. 

H.M.S.  The  stem  and  stomach  piece  decayed  and  rotten  to  light  water- 

mark. 

The  breast-hooks  two-thirds  rotten. 

The  timbers,  from  the  plank  sheare  to  light  water-mark,  many 
rotten  and  others  much  decayed. 

The  bulwarks,  waterways,  and  upper  planks  all  rotten. 

The  beam-ends  two-thirds  rotten. 

The  riders  and  knee-bolts  all  loose,  the  beams  working  in  the 
clamps  very  much. 

The  stem  quarter  timbers  rotten,  and  by  examining  below  the 
light  water-mark  we  found  the  principal  timbers  rotten,  and  we 
are  unanimously  of  an  oppinion  that  many  others  are  in  the  same 
state. 

That  the  above  ship  is  irreparable  in  this  port  or  any  other, 
and  in  our  oppinion  unfit  to  proceed  to  sea. 

And  we  do  further  declare  that  we  have  taken  this  survey  with 
such  care  and  equity  that  (if  required)  we  are  ready  to  make  oath 
.  to  the  impartiality  of  our  proceedings. 

Given  underour  hands,  at  Sydney,  in  New  South  Wales,  this 
second  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety  seven. 

Jno.  Livingston. 
Jno.  Coldwell. 
J.  Moore. 
William  Stevenson. 


Government  and  General  Order. 
wJuiy.  19th  July,  1797. 

Parole — Hood.  Countersign — Howe. 

Fresh  pork.    Thb  Commissary  will  on  Saturday,  the  22nd  instant,  begin  to 
issue  weekly,  until  further  orders,  half  the  ration  of  fresh  pork. 

Jno.  Hunter. 
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Transport  Commissioners  to  Under  Secretary  Kino.  1707 

Sir,  Transport  Office,  22nd  July,  1797.         « July. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  21st  of  June  last,  signify- 
ing his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland's  desire  that  we  would  engage 
a  vessel  to  convey  from  hence  300  male  convicts  to  New  South  victuoiiiinr 
"Wales,  and  to  contract  for  their  victualling  during  the  voyage  sh^J?^'^ 
thither,  we  beg  you  to  inform  his  Gi*ace  that,  having  procui*ed  a 
suitable  ship  for  this  service,  we  would  humbly  submit  for  con- 
sideration whether  it  may  not  be  expedient  for  Government  to 
supply  the  victualling,  rather  than  to  engage  for  it  upon  contract, 
many  inconveniences  having  formerly  arisen  on  this  mode  of  sub- 
sisting the  convicts,  and  pjrobably  may  be  expected  again,  where 
the  iaterest  of  certain  individuals  is  concerned  in  this  respect  to 
pervert  the  intentions  of  Government.    We  are,  &c., 

RupT.  George. 
Ambrose  Serle. 
John  Marsh. 

The  Case  of  Sir  Henry  Browne  Hayes. 
n^^  X     r  J.I.    rt'j,      £  (  The    ioint  and    several  information  of  information 
&ri  to  ^t  ^      \  M»ry  Pike,  of  the  City  of  Cork,  spinster,  i^J^.^ »»' 
'  '  (  aged  about  twenty-one  years,  only  daughter 

*^0  heiress  of  Samuel  Pike,  late  of  the  City  of  Cork,  banker,  and 
^-lui  Penrose,  daughter  of  Cooper  Penrose,  of  Woodhill,  in  the 
-^orth  Libertys  of  the  said  City  of  Cork,  spinster,  aged  about 
^^enty-six  years,  taken  and  sworn  before  Jasper  Lucas,  Esq.,  one 
^*  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  city  and  county  of 
^•he  City  of  Cork,  the  twenty -second  day  of  July,  one  thousand . 
^Ven  hundred  and  ninety-seven. 

These  deponents  being  severally  sworn  and  examined  on  the  Depositions 
^oly  Evangelist,  depose  and  say  as  follows : — That  about  the  ^J{j^. 
*^our  of    two  o'clock  this  morning,  inform'ts  being  in  the  said 
^^per  Penrose's    carriage,    in    company  with   Ann   Pike,   the 
'^e  of  Richard  Pike,  of  the  said  City  of  Cork,  banker,  on  the 
Strand,  leading  from  the  said  city  to  Glanmire,  near  the  brick- 
^elds  in  the  North  Libertys  of  the  said  city,  on  their  way  to  the 
dwelling-house  of  Catherine  Pike,  the  mother  of  informant  Mary 
^in  consequence  of  a  letter  received  at  Woodhill   aforesaid,  by 
the  said  Cooper  Penrose,  about  one  o'clock  this  morning,  pur- 
|)Drting  to  be  a  letter  from  Doctor  Gibbings,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing :  "  Dr.  Sir, — Our  friend,  Mrs.  Pike,  is  taken  suddenly 
ill.     She  wishes  to  see  Miss  Pike.     We  would  recommend  dis- 
])atch,  as  we  think  she  has  not  many  hours  to  live.     Y'rs  &c., 
IRot'y  Gibbings" ;  but  which  letter  informants  have  since  heard 
-mmd  verily  believe  to  be  a  forgery,  and  sent  to  said  Cooper  Penrose 
— merely  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  inform't  Mary  Pike  to 
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17117  Cork  at  so  unseasonable  an  hour — hy  Sir  Henry  Browne  Hayes, 
22  Jul)',  o^  Vernon  Mount,  in  the  South  liberties  of  the  City  of  Cork, 
Knight,  that  he  may  oarry  off  the  informant  Mary),  the  said 
carriage  was  stopped  by  a  number  of  men,  armed  with  pistols, 
one  of  wlumi  waB  muffled  and  disguised  by  having  a  bandkeichief 
round  his  face,  but  who  informants  believe  to  be  the  said  Sir  Henry 
Browne  Hayes,  and  the  others  of  said  men,  to  the  number  ei 
about  five,  utterly  unknown  to  informants;  the  said  Hayes,  as 
informants  believe,  being  so  muffled  and  disguised,  with  a  pistol  in 
his  hand,  opened  the  door  of  the  said  Penrose's  carriage,  and  in  a 
Abducting  peremptory  manner  ordered  inform'ts  and  the  said  Ann  Fike 
an  heireas.  out  of  the  said  carriage,  and  in£ormant6  being  terrified  at  such  a 
salute,  asked  what  was  wanted,  and  received  for  answer  they  must 
be  searched.  Inform'te  and  the  said  Ann  Fike  came  out  of 
the  said  carriage,  and  the  inform't  Mary  Pike  was  then  and  there, 
on  the  Strand  aforesaid,  against  her  will  and  consent,  forceably, 
feloniously,  and  without  any  colour  of  law  or  authority  what- 
soever, caiTied  off  and  put  into  a  carriage  (prepared  for  that 
purpose  as  inform'ts  believe)  by  said  Hayes  and  his  party,  after 
having  first  cut  the  traces  of  the  said  Penrose's  carriage.  And 
the  informant  Mary  Pike  further  saith  that  she  was  lifted  into 
the  carriage  (prepared  as  aforesaid)  by  the  said  Hayes,  and  in 
which  carriage  she  was  drove  from  the  said  Strand  to  Vernon 
Mount  aforesaid.  At  the  avenue  leading  thereto  informant  saith 
she  was  taken  out  of  said  carriage  by  the  said  Hayes,  and  led  into 
the  said  house  called  Vernon  Mount,  where  inform't  had  not  long 
continued  when  said  Hayes  brought  a  man  dressed  like  a  clergy- 
man into  the  room  where  inforin't  was  in  company  with  two 
women,  to  inform't  unknown,  and  said  Hayes  then  and  there,  at 
Vernon  Mount  aforesaid,  by  threat'ing  to  shoot  himself  and  such 
language,  against  the  will  and  consent  of  informant,  and  forceably, 
unlawfully,  and  feloniously  against  the  statute  in  such  case  made 
A  uuurrlMtfe  and  provided,  did  force  a  ring  on  one  of  the  fingers  of  inform't, 
compulsion,  whilst  the  man  dressed  in  the  habit  of  a  clergyman  (who  inform't 
heard  was  a  priest)  read  some  ceremony,  partly  in  English  and 
partly  in  a  language  unknown  to  informant,  but  which  she  believes 
to  be  French,  which  the  s'd  Hayes  called  a  marriage  ceremony, 
on  forcing  of  which  ring  on  the  finger  of  informant,  informant 
screeched,  and  immediately  after  said  Hayes  drew  a  pistol  from 
his  pocket  and  flung  it  on  a  chair  near  him.  And  informant  saith 
that  during  the  repeating  of  said  ceremony  she  never  by  any 
speech  or  conduct  shewed  any  sign  of  consent  to  such  a  pro- 
ceeding, but,  on  the  contrary,  expressed  dissatisfaction  at  being 
The  abaence  forced  from  her  friends,  and  particularly  on  the  rings  being  foroed 
of  oonaent  ^^  j^^j.  fingg^  drew  it  off  and  flung  it  from  her ;  and  inform't 
further  saith  that  she  was  so  foroeably,  feloniously,  and  against 
her  will  detained  by  said  Hayes  from  the  time  of  being  put  into 
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the  camsge  prepared  by  him  from  about  the  hour  of  two  this  1797 
morning  natal  about  the  hour  of  ten  this  morning,  a  period  of  about  22  July. 
eq^t  hours,  when  she  was  released  and  brought  home  by  her  frienda. 
Informants  severally  bound  to  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  in 
J&IOO,  laid  to  prosecute  at  the  next  General  Assizes  and  General 
Gaol  Delivery  to  be  holden  in  and  for  the  city  and  county  of  the 
City  of  Cork.*  Mary  Pike. 

Cork,  22nd  July,  1797.  Anne  Penrose. 

Five  Huhdbbd  Guineas  Reward. 

Whsbbas  informations  have  been  given  on  oath  before  Jasper    24  July. 
Lucas,  Esq.,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the 
city  and  county  of  the  City  of  Cork,  against  Sir  Henry  Browne 
Hayes  and  several  others,  who  with  force  and  arms  feloniously 
stopped  a  carriage  belonging  to  Cooper  Penrose,  Esq.,  of  Wood-  ^^^.^10,, 
hill,  between  the  hours  of  one  and  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
Saturday,  the  22nd  of  July  inst.,  ordered  the  ladies  out  of  the 
carriage,  cut  the  traces  thereof,  and  feloniously  forced  Miss  Mary 
Pike,  daughter  of  the  late  Samuel  Pike,  Esq.,  of  the  City  of  Cork, 
banker,  from  two  other  ladies  that  were  with  her,  and  put  her 
uito  another  carriage,  and  drove  off  with  her  to  the  house  of 
the  said  Sir  H.  Browne  Hayes,  at  Vernon  Mount,  in  the  South 
Liberties  of  Cork,  and  there  detained  her  several  hours,  with  an 
uitent  to  force  her  to  marry  the  said  Sir  Henry  Browne  Hayes. 
Now,  I,  Kichard  Pike,  uncle  to  the  said  Mary  Pike,  and  executor 
^  her  father,  do  hereby  offer  a  reward  of  five  hundred  guineas  to  Reward  for 
^^y  person  or  persons  that  shall  lodge  the  said  Sir  Henry  Browne  ^jSjf^"* 
fiayes,  within  six  calendar  months,  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  gaols 
^xx  this  kingdom. 

The  said  Sir  Henry  Browne  Hayes  was  lately  a  lieutenant  in  Description 
Ilia  Majesty's  regiment  of  militia,  commanded  by  Lord  Doneraile,  ^'  ^^y^ 
^  straight-made,  rather  fresh-coloured,  a  little  pock-marked,  and 
^rown  hair,  with  remarkable  whiskers ;  about  five  feet  seven  inches 
ligh,  and  about  forty  years  old.  Kichard  Pike. 

Cork,  24th  July,  1797.  

Government  and  General  Order. 

24th  July,  1 797. 

Parole — Hampton.  Countersign — Kensington. 

A  return  of  live  stock  in  the  possession  of  officers,  settlers,  and  Live  stock. 
others  in  the  several  districts  to  be  given  in  as  early  as  possible. 

*  Sir  Henry  Browne  Hayes  evaded  arrest  until  April,  180L  On  the  10th  August,  1801,  he 
WM  seDteneed  to  death ;  ont  "  upon  some  favourable  oircnmstances  beinv  represented  to  us 
in  behalf  of  hfan,'*  his  sentence  was  commuted  by  George  III,  on  4th  September,  1801,  to 
transponation  for  life.  He  was  allowed,  on  arrival  in  the  colony,  to  reside  at  a  pictnreaqne 
part  of  tbc  harbour  of  Port  Jackson,  now  known  as  Vauduse.  In  1812  he  was  paidontd 
and  allowed  to  return  to  Irdand. 
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1797 

24  July. 


The  officers  will  forward  their  account  to  Captain  Johnston,  and 
the  constables  of  the  different  districts  will  collect  the  account-  of 
the  stock  in  possession  of  the  settlers  in  their  neighbourhood, 
forward  them  to  the  above  officer.*  Jno.  Hunter* 


25  July. 


Ground 

under 

cultivation. 


26  July. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

25th  July,  1797. 
Parole — Clapham.  Countersign — Hammersmith. 

In  addition  to  the  Order  of  yesterday,  relative  to  a  return  of  1 : 
stock,  the  Governor  also  desires  that  he  may  be  informed  w 
quantity  of  ground  the  officers,  settlers,  and  others  engaged 
farming  may  have  now  sown  with  wheat  or  other  grain,  and  w 
may  be  intended  for  maize  the  ensuing  season. "^ 

The  above  returns  to  be  forwarded  to  Captain  Johnston. 

Jno.  HuNfteB. 

Transport  Commissioners  to  Under  Secretary  King. 

Sir,  Transport  Office,  26th  July,  1797. 

Arrival  of  The  Britannia,  296  tons,  W.  Raven,  master,  being  j 

Bilunnu  in  *^J^>^v©<l  ^^  *^®  river  from  Botany  Bay,  we  transmit  to  you  t 

England.      inclosed  list  of  persons  brought  home  in  her,  for  the  informati 

of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  and  are,  <S:c., 

Rupt.  George. 
Ambrose  Serle. 
John  Marsh. 

[Enclosure.] 

List  of  Persons  now   victualled  by   Government  on  board 
Britannia,  transport,  Wm.  Raven,  master,  25th  July,  1797 : 

Fifteen  invalids  belonging  to  the  New  South  Wales  Corps. 

Four  Holdiers'  wives. 

Nine       do      children. 

Two  invalids  from  H.M.  ship  Reliance. 

Mr.  Leeds,  late  assistant  surgeon,  New  South  Wales. 

Samuel  Pritchard,  from  New  South  Wales. 

Henry  Phillis,  Mr.  Palmer  the  Ck>mmis8ary's  servant. 

Mary  Love,  from  New  South  Wales. 

Three  French  prisoners  from  the  Cape. 

Mr.  Wheatly,  ensign  of  84th  Kegt.,  from  do. 


-ve 

.t 
in 

,t 


14  Aug. 


Hospital 
Btorefl  for 
convicts. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 
My  Lord,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  14th  August,  1797. 

I  have  just  received  the  enclosed  letter  from  Mr.  BalmaS-^ 
the  principal  surgeon  to  the  colony,  and  I  think  as  he  does  rel^ 
tive  to  the  duty  of  the  surgeons  who  arrive  here  in  the  care  ^ 
the  convicts  sent  to  this  colony.     The  hospital  stores  put  o* 
hoard  for  the  use  of  the  sick  during  the  voyage  are  not  so  s^ctl/ 
accounted  for  as  they  ought  to  be,  nor  do  we  ever  receive  ao/ 

*  See  the  account  of  live  stock  and  cultivation,  under  date  19th  Augutt^Piost,  p.  Vd. 
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account  of  their  practice,  which  should  no  doubt  be  delivered  here       1707 
as  weU  as  on  their  return  to  England.     On  this  account  it  may     u  ahic. 
probably  be  found  necessary  that  those  surgeons  should  with  their 
appointments  receive  instructions  for  this  purpose. 

With  Mr.  Balmain's  letter  your  Grace  will  receive  a  demand  for 
hospital  stores,  which  we  now  feel  the  want  of,  and  also  a  return 
of  births  and  deaths  during  the  last  year.* 

I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 

[EnoloBurc.] 

Sir,  General  Hospital  at  Sidney,  14th  August,  1797. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  laying  befora  your  Excellency 
the  inclosed  listf  of  wants  for  the  general  hospital  and  other  de-  storas  for 
tacbed  settlements  in  this  colony,  and  as  I  have  been  careful  to  H«|2taJ.*^ 
avoid  making  any  unnecessary  demand,  I  respectfully  request  you 
will  be  pleased  to  represent  the  propriety  of  our  being  furnished 
with  these  supplies  by  such  conveyances  as  shall  be  judged  the 
most  speedy  and  convenient. 

It  may  be  proper  also  here  to  observe  that  it  seldom  happens 
any  particular  account  of  the  surgeon's  treatment  of  the  sick  on 
the  voyage  from  England  is  given  in  on  the  ship's  arrival  at  this 
port)  and  little  or  no  notice  taken  of  the  expenditure  of  the  A  lax 
necessaries  and  other  articles  put  on  board  by  Government  for  '^  *"* 
their  use ;  and  as  the  service  is  greatly  injured  by  this  neglect, 
I  trust  your  Excellency  will  take  steps  to  enforce  the  strictest 
attention  in  future  to  these  circumstances,  so  highly  necessary  for 
economy  as  well  as  for  the  diseased  individual. 

I  have,  iSrc, 

W.  Balmaix. 

Under  Secretary  King  to  The  Transport  Commissioners. 
Gentlemen,  Whitehall,  18th  August,  1797.         is  Aug. 

The  persons  mentioned  in  the  annexed  list  having  obtained 
permission  to  become  settlers  in  his  Majesty's  colony  at  New  Free 
South  Wales,  I  am  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  desire  *^*^**"- 
that  you  will  give  the  necessary  directions  for  giving  them  a 
passage  from  hence  in  the  ship  now  about  to  depart,  for  victualling 
them  during  the  voyage,  and  for  making  such  accommodations  on 
board  as  you  may  think  necessary  for  their  convenience. 

I  am,  &c , 

John  King. 
Liai. 

John  Bowman,  his  wife,  two  sons,  and  one  daughter. 
Andrew  McDougall,  his  wife,  fonr  sons,  and  one  daughter. 
John  Smith,  his  wife,  three  sonr,  and  one  daughter. 

•  Pofli,  p.  462  t  The  lift  is  mining. 
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m  OF  IfEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


Annnflea- 

worthy 

vessel. 


Vmt  LlBUTENAHT  KeHT  TO   SaORBTABT  NePBAA 

19  Aa»         9ir,  H.M.S.  Supply,  Fort  Jackson,  19th  August,  1T9T. 

u,u^  ^^  '^'^^^  ^7  intention  to  have  sent  you  from  the  Cape  of 

Supply.  Good  Hope,  for  the  information  of  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  a  particular  statement  of  the  condition  of  his  Majesty's 
armed  vessel  under  my  command ;  but  being  driven  out  of  that 
bay  from  my  anchor  in  a  viol^it  gaJeof  wind  a  day  or  two  before 
I  intended  to  have  departed,  and  from  the  badness  of  the  weather 
not  being  able  to  regain  it,  the  opportunity  was  lost.  I  have 
now  to  beg*  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  before  their  Lordships  the 
enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  me  on  my  arrival  in  this  port 
to  his  Excellency  Governor  Hunter,  by  which  they  will  see  every 
particular  relative  to  the  Supply  in  her  late  voyage  round  the 
world.  Governor  Hunter  will  inform  their  Lordships  of  the  event 
of  a  survey  held  on  the  Supply.  I  have,  <fea, 

[EnclMTire.]  ^^'  ^*'"'" 

Sir,  Supply,  Port  Jackson,  16th  May,  1797. 

It  is  with  the  deepest  concern  I  inform  you  of  the  veiy 
decay'd  state  of  his  Majesty's  armed  vessel  under  my  oommand. 
During  our  route  between  Port  Jackson  and  Cape  Horn,  several 
of  the  timber  heads  forward  having  tumbled  o£^  we  had  an  oppof^ 
tunity  of  looking  into  that  part  of  the  ship,  where,  alaa,  hardly 
appeared  an  atom  of  sound  wood. 

Well  knowing  your  Excellency's  anxiety  to  forward  the  settle- 
ment under  your  command,  and  being  awave  of  the  importance  of 
the  service  on  which  we  were  employed,  I  declined  making  any 
application  for  a  survey  aA  the  Cape  of  Grood  Hope,  but  put  to  sea 
from  thence,  after  having  taken  on  board  the  cattle,  &c,  in  a  ship 
apparently  in  the  most  deplorable  state.  On  the  morning  of  the 
A  perilous  sixth  day  after  our  departure  the  stern  worked  loose  and  play'd 
^f<K^^^  with  the  hadden-ends,  at  least  half  an  inch  down  as  low  as  the 
bends ;  at  the  same  time  every  part  of  the  sides  open'd  and  took 
in  considerable  quantities  of  water,  so  as  to  oblige  us  to  keep 
almost  constantly  pumping.  Thus  situated,  every  precaution  for 
the  safety  of  the  ship  was  taken ;  the  jibboom  and  spritsail  yard 
were  got  in,  the  topgallant  masts  taken  on  deck,  the  bows  covered 
all  over  with  new  canvas,  tar'd,  two  h<^es  were  cut  through  the 
decay'd  knight  heads,  a  top  chain  rove  through  them  round  the 
stem,  then  brought  to  the  bitts  that  secure  the  heel  of  the  bowsprit, 
and  set  upon  as  much  as  it  wou'd  bear,  after  they  had  been  backed 
with  a  seven-inch  hawser  to  the  windlass. 

Notwithstanding  these  dreadful  appearances,  a  knowledge  of 
the  vast  extent  of  ocean  that  la^  between  us  and  Port  Jackson, 
and  the  many  storms  we  shou'd  be  likely  to  eacoiiBier  a^  aach  an 
advanced  season  of  the  year,  we  still  came  forward,  impkmig  the 
protection  of  the  Great  Author  of  the  oniveiBe; 


IiITB  STOCK. 

Oar  endeftvoan  li»v«  been  crowned  vith  success.  I  now  comtider 
xfe  ■  dutj  I  owe  the  ofEcera  and  aeamen  (whose  uniform  good 
oooidiict  and  great  ex«rtioDS  through  the  whole  of  this  truly  trjing 
vxi^ige  deaervee,  at  least  from  me,  the  highest  commendation)  to 
f*rmj  yoQ  to  order  an  examination  into  the  state  of  the  ship. 

Sboa'd  ake^  n[>on  inspection,  be  found  imtit  to  perform  any 
Euitfaer  Barviee  for  the  a^tlement,  it  will  be  a  circumstance  greatly 
iMiaented  by  me,  beaanae  I  shall  no  longer  have  it  in  my  power 
feo  ihow  how  much  I  am  inclined  to  exert  myself  for  the  service 
in.  gmesal,  and  particalarly  for  the  territory  under  your  Excel- 
ItaxKy's  anthorify.  I  have,  ice., 

Wk.  Kmjt. 


AcooTnn  at  Live  Stock  and  Oroand  tinder  Crop 
^alea,  19th  August,  1797. 
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IV.B. — A  cooaiderablo  quantity  of  ground  clear'd,  exclusive  of  the 
■fcore,  but  not  yet  prepared  for  cropping.  Jso.  Hcnteb. 

Captaiet  Watebhocsb  to  bis  Father. 
My  Dear  Father,  Sydney,  30th  August,  1797.  °o  ah^ 

I  left  the  Cape,  as  my  letters  will  have  inform'd  you,  the 
Uth  of  April,  and  witiLa  ship  most  compleatly  full,  havinj^  on  board 
fcrty-nine  head  of  black  cattle,  three  mares,  and  one  hundred  and 
wren  sheep.     I  believe  no  ship  ever  went  to  sea  so  much  liimber'd.  state  oii 
The  paaage  to  Port  Ja<^son  is  generally  made  in  35  or  40  days^ —  Rciinnw. 
we  were  78 — one  of  the  longest  and  most  disagreeable  passages  I 
ever  made.     We  met  with  one  gale  of  wind,  the  most  terrible  I  ever 
Mw  or  heard  of,  expecting  to  go  to  the  bottom  every  moment ; 
something  more  than  I  can  account  for  preserced  ua.     Possible,  X 
may  be  intended  to  be  hung  in  the  room  of  being  drown'd.     We 
arrived  safe  at  Port  Jackson  with  forty  head  of  black  cattle,  three  cattle 
mares,  and  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  sheep  alive,  but,  like  camel  ions,  i""''"'- 
ttiey  liv'd  upon  air  part  of  the  time — out  of  which,  three  cows,  two 
maiea,  and  twen^-four  sheep  belong'd  to  myself.*     But  our  ship 
waa  ao  leaky  when  we  got  in  that  we  have  taken  everything  out 
of  her  in  hopes  of  repairing  her.     Altbo'  at  this  moment  there  is 
scarody  a  thing  in  her,  and  the  water  as  smooth  as  a  mill-pond, 

*  A  (UKlit  dtanpMKT  OCdln  betwsin  Uili  aocount  ud  the  ntarn  printed  on  p.  £3T. 
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Water- 
house's 
ftinu. 


Distncted 
HtAte  of  the 
colony. 


Lord 
Sydney. 


"  Little 
Mario." 


A  relative. 


she  keeps  our  whole  ship's  company  pumping  from  three  to  four 
hours  a  day.  How  she  will  be  patched  up  I  do  not  know;  it  will 
take  near  a  twelvemonth,  and  then  I  shall  dread  going  to  sea  in 
her.  You  may  expect  me  here  [?  home]  soon  after  that^  but  depend 
on  it  I  shall  do  nothing  rash. 

In  consequence  of  having  so  much  stock,  I  thought  it  necessary 
to  get  a  farm,  and  found  the  cheapest  way  was  to  purchase  one. 
I  have  therefore  given  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds  for  one,  with 
a  good  house,  &c.,  on  it.  I  am  at  present  so  well  pleased  with  it 
that  I  do  not  mean  ever  to  part  with  it.  Just  as  I  was  beginning 
to  write  to  England  a  Criminal  Court  was  ordered,  which  lasted 
five  days,  so  that  you  will  account  for  the  shortness  of  this  ;  but 
having  wrote  a  long  letter  to  L'd  Sydney  and  Gov'r  Phillip,  I  have 
enclosed  Gov'r  Phillip's  to  you,  which  having  perus'd,  seal  it  up 
and  dispatch  it.  But  all  that  is  said  about  the  colony  I  beg  you 
to  keep  secret,  for  from  the  distracted  state  we  are  in,  altho'  sa 
very  concice  as  I  have  been  with  him,  I  should  wish  that  not  to 
transpire.  Something  serious  will  happen  here  shortly.  Luckily 
for  me,  I  am  out  of  all  partys  and  scrapes,  and  as  the  song  says^ 
"  I  am  well,  so  I  will  keep.''  I  had  very  great  satisfaction  on  my 
arrival  here,  in  addition  to  the  other  letters  from  my  friends,  to 
find  a  very  long  one  from  L'd  Sydney,  couched  in  the  most  friendly 
and  flattering  terms,  desiiing  me  to  command  him  in  any  way  that 
may  be  most  pleasing  or  interesting  to  myself.  Once  tjiere  was  a 
time  had  he  wrote  such  a  letter — but  that  is  now  over.  I  have  wrote 
him  a  long  answer,  which  most  probably  you  will  see,  as  he  says 
he  sees  all  the  family.  I  have  not  said  anything  about  promotion, 
as  I  am  convinc'd  he  will  exert  himself  whenever  an  opportunity 
offers.     I  am  much  pleas'd,  and  thank  you,  respecting  the  votes. 

I  am  come  to  the  more  interested  part.  What  would  I  not 
sacrifice  to  know  of  the  safety  of  little  Maria.  If  in  England,  I 
know  she  is  safe  and  under  a  kind  protecting  hand — hope  to  God 
she  is  there.  How  anxiously  I  wish  for  a  letter  from  England. 
I  trust  the  first  letter  from  you  will  inform  me  of  her  health. 
Should  you  see  Major  Paterson  or  his  wife,  tell  them  I  have  wrote 
to  them,  to  Palmer  I  have  not  time,  and  to  Collins  less  inclination. 

Should  any  opportunity  offer  of  your  sending  out  articles  similar 
to  what  you  sent  out  in  the  trunk  to  me  by  the  Ganges,  I  would 
wish  to  direct  them  to  Mr.  Thos.  Smyth,  Provost-Marshal,  Sydney, 
only  putting  an  account  of  the  articles,  their  prices,  and  my  name 
to  them.  Should  I  not  be  there,  he  will  dispose  of  them  to  the 
best  advantage. 

Some  time  before  we  sailed  I  rec'd  a  letter  from  you,  inclosing 
one  from  Mr.  Brower,  my  grandfather,  mentioning  a  relation,  a 
Serjeant  Haven,  of  the  N.  S.  Wales  Corps.  He  is  here,  a  very 
decent  and  respectable  man,  and  paymaster-serjeant  in  Captain 
Foveaux  Company.  H.  Waterhocse. 
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[Extract.]  1797 

Gkor6£  Ba£8  to  Libutbnaxt-Colonbl  Fatrbson. 

(Banks  Papers.) 

H.M.S.  Reliance,  Sydney  Cove,  20th  August,  1797.  20Au«r. 
This  vein  of  coal,  or  at  least  the  northernmost  end  of  it  that  we  a  vdrTof 
could  see,  commences  about  twenty  miles  to  ""the  southward  of  <^'- 
Botany  Bay.  The  land  there  is  nearly  twice  the  height  of  the  north 
head  of  Port  Jackson,  not  a  steep  cliff  like  it,  but  has  here  and 
there  small  slopes  and  lodgments  on  which  trees  and  shrubs  grow. 
The  sea  washes  up  so  close  to  the  foot  of  it  that  it  is  no  more  than 
barely  passable  without  some  danger  in  blowing  weather.  About 
tw^ity  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  sea,  and  within  reach  of  your 
band  as  you  pass  along,  is  a  vein  of  coal  of  about  six  or  seven  feet 
in  thickness;  the  rock  below  it  is  slaty,  but  above  it  is  of  the  com- 
mon rockstone  of  the  country.  The  vein  does  not  lay  perfectly 
horizontal,  but  goes  on  declining  as  it  advances  to  the  southward, 
until  at  the  end  of  about  two  miles  it  becomes  level  with  the  sur- 
face of  the  sea,  and  there  the  lowest  rock  you  can  see  when  the 
surf  retires  is  all  coal  Here  the  bold  high  land  gradually  retreats  Cooi  cuir. 
backy  and  leaves  in  its  front  a  lower  sloping  land,  which,  keeping 
the  line  of  the  coast,  meets  the  sea  with  sandy  beaches  and  small 
bloff  heads  alternately.  In  the  land  at  the  back  of  the  beaches 
and  in  the  small  bluff  heads  we  traced  for  about  six  miles  along 
the  coast  four  strata  of  coal  from  fifteen  inches  to  three  feet  in 
thickness,  with  intermediate  spaces  of  slaty  rock  of  a  few  inches 
in  thickness. 

These  veins  extend,  I  think,  much  further  along  the  coast  than  a  surmise. 
we  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  them  ;  how  far  they  were  inland 
I  can't  tell,  but  it  is  probable  tbey  extend  a  considerable  way,  for 
I  am  much  mistaken  if  it  will  not  be  found  that  the  Blue  Moun- 
tains wind  round  to  this  place,  and  of  course  end  there.  If  so,  this 
stratum  of  coal  may  possibly  run  through  the  whole  range.  Coals, 
yon  know,  have  been  found  washed  down  the  Grose  and  Tench. 

You  will  find  yourself  assisted  in  forming  an  idea  of  the  situa- 
tion of  these  coals  by  applying  to  the  sketch*  of  our  excursions  done 
bj  flinders,  where,  in  pursuing  the  track  home  of  our  little  boat,  I^J!^^^ 
yoa  will  find  it  run  upon  the  beach  near  two  rocky  heads  about 
half-way  between  Saddle  Point  and  Providential  Cove.  That  place 
is  in  about  the  middle  of  the  two  considered  as  one.  You  will 
perceive  also  in  the  sketch  that  the  high  mountainous  land  etched 
with  a  pen  all  the  way  along  from  the  northward  for  a  considerable 
way  there  falls  back,  as  I  have  already  described.  Of  the  nature 
of  the  coal  you  will  best  judge  by  the  specimen,  which  was  unavoid- 
ably taken  from  the  outside,  consequently  is  rather  injured  by 
the  weather.  Access  to  the  veins  is  rather  difficult ;  there  is  no 
l^TKJing  within  several  miles  of  them,  except  upon  the  little  beach 

^  Tbii  tketoh  is,  nnfortanately,  mining^. 
VOL  III — T 
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between  the  two  rocky  heads,  and  even  there  no  boat  ought  to  lay 
except  one  that  can  be  beached.  In  summeri  however,  when  the  sea 
and  land  breezes  are  regular,  and  gales  of  wind  uncommon,  a  boat 
might  lay  there  for  several  days  together,  and,  of  course,  in  that  time 
load  a  large  craft,  which  might  stand  off  and  on  in  the  meanwhile. 
You  will  be  surprized  to  see  how  different  the  vegetation  is  to 
that  about  Sydney,  or  any  other  place  we  have  ever  before  seen. 
Upon  the  sloping  land  in  the  front  of  the  high  bold  [sic],  I  observed 
there  several  cabbage-trees  nearly  in  resemblance  a  plantain  but  yet 
a  true  cabbage,  and  a  fern  which  I  can  no  otherwise  describe  than 
by  calling  it  a  cabbage  tree  fern,  for  it  is  to  distant  appearance  a 
cabbage,  but  upon  a  close  inspection  the  leaves  are  found  to  be  fern, 
and  beautiful  fern.  There  were  manv  trees  that  I  am  certain 
have  never  yet  been  known  in  this  country ;  one,  the  roost  re- 
markably new,  was  about  twelve  feet  in  height,  its  leaves  large, 
broad,  and  hairy,  or  rather  woolly — I  think  their  shape  would 
be  called  cordate — and  the  smaller  branches  of  it  covei*ed  most 
thickly  with  long  sharp  prickle&  Well  I  remember  them,  for  in 
the  blindness  of  my  eyes  I  seized  one  of  the  branches  and  was 
handsomely  repaid  for  my  hasty  curiosity  by  a  handfull  of  them. 

Grorge  Bass. 

Mr.  Cherry  to  Under  Secretary  King. 
24  Aug.         Sir,  Victualling  Office,  24th  August,  1797. 

As  attorney  to  Governor  Hunter,  of  Kew  South  Wales, 

I  pray  leave  to  present  you  an  account  of  money  paid  by  him  for 

Bcnniionjf.    necessaries,  &c.,  for  the  use  of  Benilong,  a  native  of  New  South 

Wales,  and  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  cause  payment  to  be 

made  of  the  amount  thereof,  being  thirty  pounds  eighteen  shillings. 

I  have,  &c., 
Geo.  Cherry. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

25th  August,  1797. 
Parole — Folkestone.  Countersign— ^Deal. 

A  return  of  the  names  of  the  male  and  female  servants  employed 
by  the  officers,  civil  and  military,  is  desired  to  be  immediately  for- 
warded to  Captain  Johnston,  and  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
troops  is  requested  to  direct  a  non-commissioned  officer  to  collect 
the  names  of  those  who  are  employed  amongst  the  military. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

_i  I  - 

GOVERNBIENT   AND   GENERAL    OrDER. 

28th  August,  1797. 

Parole — Brighthelmstone.  Countersign — Chichester. 

The  public  roads  being  now  nearly  completed,  and  the  season 

for  cropping  the  ground  with  Indian  com  not  far  distant,  the 

Governor  is  desirous  of  giving  the  settlers  as  much  time  as  possible 
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to  attend  to  their  private  concerns;  he  does  not,  therefore,  expect       1797 
their  assistance  on  the  roads  any  longer,  until  it  may  for  the     23  An?, 
general  good  be  found  necessary  at  some  future  period     After 
the  general  muster,  which  will  very  soon  take  place,  those  settlers 
who  have  so  readily  come  forward  agreeable  to  Public  Orders  and 
afforded  their  assistance  will  receive  the  provision,  <kc.,  which  had  » 
been  by  the  former  Order  relative  to  the  roads  promised  them. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

GOVERNMEXT  AND  GENERAL  OrDER. 

29th  August,  1797.         29Aujf. 
Parole — Grant.             Countersign — Certificate. 
Hani  of  the  women  whose  term  of  servitude  in  this  colony  is  Femaio 
expired  having  applied  to  be  allowed  to  withdraw  themselves  ®'^p*"^- 
^rom  a  dependence  on  the  public  store,  in  order  that  they  might 
be  at  liberty  to  employ  their  time  to  their  own  advantage,  this 
poblic  notice  is  given  to  inform  all  those  women  whose  full  time 
>8  expired  that  it  is  intended  they  shall  in  future  receive  certifi- 
^Sfttes  from  the  Commissary  similar  to  those  given  to  the  meu,  and 
^t  the  first  will  be  issued  on  Monday  next,  the  4th  of  September, 
»t  the  Commissary's  office,  in  Sydney,  where  those  in  titled  to  them 
^  apply.  Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

30th  August,  1797.         30Aujr. 
Parole — General.  Countersign — Muster. 

•A.  general  muster  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  is  intended  ^  general 
*o  take  place  at  Sydney,  Parramatta,  and  the  Hawkesbury,  and  *""'  ^^' 
*o  commence  at  each  of  those  places  on  Wednesday,  the  1 6th  of 
°6ptember,  on  which  day  all  the  laboring  men,  whether  free  or 
otherwise,  are  to  appear  and  answer  to  their  names ;  on  the  follow- 
^^8  day  (Thursday)  all  the  settlers  will  be  called  ;   and  on  Friday 
*be  women  will  be  mustered.    It  is  expected  that  every  person'shall 
^'Kctly  attend  at  the  store  of  the  district  in  which  they  reside ; 
*'^y  failure  on  their  part  will  be  considered  as  a  determined  dis- 
^'^ience  of  Public  Orders.     The  person  so  offending  will  be  im- 
J^^iately  secured,  and  ordered  to  hard  labor  for  six  months,  or 
^*^ger,  according  to  the  degree  and  manner  of  their  offence. 

Bie  surgeon  will  account  for  the  sick  who  may  be  unable  to 
**^tend.  Jno.  Hunter. 

The  Duke  op  Portland  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  30th  August,  1797. 

I  have  taken  into  consideration  your  lettei's  separat(?  of 
^^  dates  mentioned  in  the  margin.* 

A  (J^th  An;:.,  ante,  p.  69 ;  20th  Aiur.,  ante,  p.  75  ;  26th  Auf?.,  aute,  p.  87 ;  1st  Sept.,  ante, 
£vr^  ;  1st  Sept., not  available ;  5th  Sept,  ante,  p.  102 ;  14th  Sept., ante,  p.  129 ;  15th  Sept., 
*^  avoUable. 
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The  first,  with  its  inclosures,*  relative  to  the  requisition  fro: 
the  GU>vemor  and  Council  of  Bengal  to  allow  recruits  to  be 
in  New  South  Wales  for  our  troops  in  the  East  Indies,  I  hsk 
transmitted  to  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  for  his  sentiments  upon 
with  which  I  will  acquaint  you  if  I  receive  them  from  him  befo: 
the  sailing  of  the  Barwell,  transport.!  I  am  inclined  to  think 
you  that  such  a  mode  of  disposing  from  time  to  time  of  the 
restless  and  unquiet  persons  in  the  colony  may  be  of  mututJBl 
service  to  the  publick  interests  both  in  New  South  Wales  and  i»* 
the  East  Indies. 

In  answer  to  yours  of  the  20th  August,  J  I  have  to  observe  tHat- 
Lieut.-Govemor  King's  health,  since  his  arrival  here,  is  so  mixoh 
re-established  as  to  give  me  hopes  of  his  being  able  to  resume  Ir*^ 
station  in  due  time. 

I  trust  I  shall  be  able  to  send  one,  if  not  two,  subaltern  officii* 
with  the  detachment,  which  will  form  the  guard  of  the  conviortB 
who  go  by  the  Barwell. 

I  will  refer  the  consideration  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Coni^ 
of  Civil  Jurisdiction,  inclosed  in  yours  of  the  26th  of  August,§  *o 
the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General.     It  is  evident  that  every 
attention  was  duly  paid  by  the  Court  to  tlie  matter  before  theDti ; 
and  I  am  very  sorry  to  observe  that  the  want  of  respect  to  fclif 
Court  on  the  part  of  the  defendants  was  equally  evident.       I* 
therefore  behoves  the  Court  in  all  future  proceedings  to  repress 
the  like  disposition  whenever  it  shall  appear,  by  immediately  coi**' 
mitting  the  parties,  and  punishing  them  by  fine  and  impriaoti* 
ment,  according  to  the  magnitude  of  their  offence  ;  for  I  neied  n<^ 
point  out  to  you  how  material  it  is  to  the  effectual  administratioii 
of  justice  that  nothing  should  be  suffered  to  pass  uncensup^ 
which  can  tend  to  lessen  the  respect  and  reverence  due  to  tt^* 
pei*sons  by  whom  it  is  administered.     I  cannot  but  say  that   i"^ 
appears  to  me  that  the  proceedings  were  carried  to  a  greats' 
length  than  the  case  required,  and  that  much  extraneous  matt^^ 
was  gone  into  by  the  parties  which  was  wholly  irrelevant  to  tt*>* 
fact  in  question.     I  mention  this  upon  account  of  the  effect  whic?** 
your  first  proceedings  may  have  upon  the  mode  of  conducting  tfcp-^ 
business  of  the  Court  in  future.     And,  with  that  view,  nothii^-^ 
certainly  can  tend  so  much  to  the  true  and  impartial  administrr^^ 
tion  of  justice  as  a  strict  adherence  to  the  point  at  issue,  and  to 
evidence  produced  by  the  parties,  without  suffering  the  attention  -^ 
of  the  Court  to  l^e  diverted  by  any  foreign  or  extraneous  matter. 

I  shall  take  an  early  opportunity  of  communicating  with 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of 

*  Ante,  pp.  2,  69. 

t  Post,  p.  901.    It  will  be  seen  that  Dundas  did  not  look  upon  the  project  wHh  tvnm, 
X  Ante,  pi  76. 

f  Ante,  p.  87.    The  case  was  that  of  Boston  v.  Faithfull  and  othen.     The  nala  fMii) 
issue  will  be  found  particularised  in  Vol.  ii,  p.  880  (note). 
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Palmer's  application,  incloBed  in  jours  of  September  1st,  for  some      1797 
farther  allowance  or  provision.  3q  j^^^ 

It  certainly  would  be  impossible  for  Mr.  Palmer,  without  ade- 
<]iiate  assLstance,  to  continue  to  conduct  the  lists  of  the  issues  The 
feoni  the  stores  in  the  present  manner,  supposing  the  number  of  SSSfJuirtSur 
oonvicts  to  be  supplied  from  them  to  enerease  as  stated  in  your  the  Com- 
ktter.    But  I  trust  that  the  convicts  to  be  supplied  from  the  ™*"~'***- 
stores  win  not  only  never  exceed  a  certain  number,  but  that  there 
▼ill  be  a  progressive  diminution  in  the  number  of  those  who  are 
entitled  to  be  victualled  from  the  public  stores ;  for  when  the  settle- 
ment attains  that  degree  of  forwardness  which  will  enable  it  to 
maintain  itself  in  propulsions,  the  settlers  will  probably  be  vying 
with  each  other  for  the  possession  of  the  convicts,  so  as  to  take  into 
theirservice  all  those  who  are  sent  from  hence  as  soon  as  they  arrive. 

As  Mr.  Balmain's  Commission  as  chief  surgeon  to  the  settlement  nainudii'ii 
is  dated  the  16th  August,  1796,*  he  is  certainly  entitled  from  that  <-'oin«nJ»»on. 
time  to  all  the  emoluments  of  that  appointment.     As  to  what  he 
inay  be  entitled  to  before  that  period  I  am  not  sufficiently  in- 
teied,  but  I  will  direct  an  enquiry  to  be  made  into  the  matter. 

You  are  certainly  right  in  thinking  that  the  proper  channel  of 
<»Qveyance  for  Captain  McArthur's  representationf  was  that  of 
^^  Governor,  and  I  have  not  a  doubt  but  that  you  would  have 
felt  it  your  duty  to  have  transmitted  it  to  me,  accompanied  by 
^^h  observations  upOTi  it  as  you  judged  the  nature  of  the  case 
*nd  the  justification  of  your  own  proceeding  might  require.  For 
^his  purpose,  therefore,  I  now  return  you  Captain  McArthur's  Macartbur 
*^r,  and  I  will  transmit  you  the  answer  I  shall  judge  proper  to  "^^  Hunter, 
'"rturn  to  him,  when  I  shall  have  heard  from  you  upon  the  subject. 
1  have  at  the  same  time  so  high  an  opinion  of  your  penetration 
•'id  judgment  as  to  leave  no  doubt  upon  my  mind  of  your  availing 
yourself  of  every  suggestion  contained  in  Captain  McArthur's 
*tter,  which  appears  to  you  to  tend  to  the  advantage  of  the 
colony,  and  to  the  diminution  of  the  publick  expences. 

Portland. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Sir,  .  Whitehall,  31st  August,  1797.         3iAuff. 

I  have  laid  before  the  King  your  letters  numbered  from  Hunter's 
^3  to  21  inclusive,  t  ^^**^"- 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  the  departure  of  the  Barwell,  trans- 
P^  with  three  hundred  convicts,  to  give  you  such  answers  to 

*  The  Ck>mmlflsion  will  be  found  on  p.  70,  ante. 
^JAnte,  p.  131.  See  also  Hunter's  comments  on  Macarthur's  action  in  sending  his  state* 
^1^^  direct  to  the  Dnke  of  Portland— Ante,  p.  172.  Hunter  replied  at  length  to  the 
T^Hps  made  against  him  by  Ifacarthur,  and  forwarded  letters  in  support  of  his  statements 
jT^  sereral  leading  officers  and  others.  See  his  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  of  25th 
""yv.  1796,  and  iu  endomree,  poet.  pp.  418  to  446. 

I  thmt  an  the  letters  dated  lOth  August,  ante,  p.  04,  to  20th  September,  ante,  p.  1S7. 
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1797       them,  and  such  further  directions  as  his  Majesty's  ser\dce  appeesk^. 
ai  Aug.     to  require. 

I  have  transmitted  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Y^ow. 
Baughan'8  copies  of  number  13  and  its  inclosures.  The  conduct  of  the  irtili 
tary  as  therein  stated  is  of  so  flagrant  a  nature,  and  so  direotilj 
tending  to  endanger  the  safety  of  your  Government,  that  I  canx^oc 
well  imagine  anything  like  a  justifiable  excuse  for  not  bringing 
the  four  soldiers  who  were  deposed  agamst  to  a  Court-martxaJ, 
and  punishing  them  with  the  utmost  severity.* 

Without  entering  for  the  present  into  the  detail  you  giv»    of 

the  nature  and  description  of  the  persons  of  whom  the  W^i^ 

The  South  Wales  Corps  is  composed,  their  general  character  is  <5^r- 

o?theN.s^°  tainly  an  additional  reason  for  maintaining  amongst  them  ^^^ 

Wales  strictest  discipline,  and  for  enforcing  the  most  orderly,  reguI-^Ti 

and  soldierlike  deportment.     Their  refusal  of  such    rations       ^ 

were  issued  to  the  rest  of  the  settlement  is  a  great  aggravatE^^^ 

of  their  misconduct,  and  I  cannot  think  it  right  under  such 

curastances  to  recommend  it  to  his  Majesty  to  make  them 

allowance  in  lieu  of  short  rations,  which  they  ought  to  be  ma-^^* 

sensible  is  a  mere  matter  of  favour,  and  not  to  be  yielded      '^ 

representations  made  in  the  manner  in  which  it  appears  by  yo"*^' 

letter  they  have  been  urged  by  them. 

As  numbers  14,  15,  and  18  relate  to  the  present  state  a»r^^ 
expences  of  the  colony,  I  shall  consider  them  together;  and  ^ 
must  confess  to  you  that  I  cannot  observe  without  infinite  sc^-^ 
Heavy  prize  and  regret  the  very  heavy  expences  which  have  been  L-^^ 
thSny.'  curred  from  the  1st  of  June,  1796,  to  the  31st  August  followiit^i 
which  I  find  amount  to  upwards  of  £10,000,  exclusive  of  tt^^ 
very  large  supplies  which  have  been  sent  from  hence.  Fro^^ 
this  it  appeal's  that  the  expenco  of  maintaining  the  convicts  i-^ 
New  South  Wales,  without  including  that  of  the  civil  and  mil^^' 
tary  establishments  of  the  colony  or  the  supplies  sent  from  henc^* 
is  more  than  two-thii*ds  of  what  they  would  have  been  kept  fo' 
in  this  country. 

Upon  a  very  attentive  examination  of  the  subject,  I  am  co«^' 

vinced  that  the  greatest  part  of  this  expence  arises  from  nc^* 

adverting  to  the  original  purpose  for  which  this  colony  was  estato^ 

{he^SSilvfcto!  ^^^^®^^  ^^^  from  the  manner  in  which  the  convicts  and  public 

provisions  are  disposed  of. 

Your  Instructions  were  framed  with  a  view  to  recall  your  attet*- 
tion  to  that  object,  and  I  am  confident  that  it  cannot  but 
attained  by  a  strict  adherence  to  them.f 


*  See  Hunter's  letter  to  Paterson  of  7th  February,  1700,  ante,  p.  17  ;  and  Hunter'i 
of  the  8th  and  14th  February-,  1706,  ante,  pp.  17, 18,  and  19.      See  also  Hunter's  letter 
Portland,  10th  August,  ante,  p.  64. 

t  See  clause  15  in  the  RoyaJ  Instructions  to  Hunter,  VoL  ii,  p.  232,  where  he  waadi! 
to  allow  settlers  to  employ  convicts  on  the  understanding  that  they  dothed  and  fed  tbcn* 
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You  will  obfierve  that  no  part  of  the  publick  provisions  or       1797 
stores  is  to  be  applied  to  the  benetit  of  the  civil  or  military  officern,     31  xug. 
or  to  tliat  of  any  other  individual  of  the  colony,  except  what  they 
themselves  consume ;  that  every  convict  you  cloath  and  subsist 
for  the  sole  use  and  benefit  of  the  officers,  or  of  any  other  indi- 
vidual whatever,  costs  Government  at  least  £20  per  annum,  and  Cost  of  the 
consequently  the  allowance  of  thirteen  convicts  to  each  officer  is  oovem- 
an  expence  of  £260  per  annum  to  Government,  which  is  to  be  "**"*• 
multiplied  according  to  the  number  of  persons  to  whom  that  quota 
of  convicts  is  allowed.     Hence  the  expence  becomes  as  enormous 
as  it  is  unreasonable,  and  the  publick  gets  nothing  in  return  for 
ity  because  the  convicts  are  neither  cloathed  nor  subsisted  by  the 
produce  of  the  farms  on  which  they  are  employed  ;  but  that  pro- 
duce is  sold  to  the  Crown,  and  becomes  the  clear  profit,  or  ne»irly 
so,  of  the  civil  or  military  officer  or  other  individual  to  whom  the 
convicts  are  allowed. 

Your  general  idea  respecting  the  emplojrmeiit  of  the  convicts  p»nn- 
by  indiWduals  is  perfectly  well-founded,  provided  the  con>4ct8  are  bc?«iand^* 
cloathed  and  maintained  by  the  individuals  who  employ  them ;  clothed  by 
but  the  terms  on  which  they  have  been  hitherto  employed  totally  masters. 
alter  the  case,  as  the  individual  has  all  the  profit,  and  the  publick 
experiences  nothing  but  loss. 

Tlie  indi\ddual  should  pay  by  his  crops,  at  the  market  price,  for 
the  provisions,  cloathing,  and  implements  of  husbandry  which  he 
i^pceives  from  the  publick  store  for  the  convicts  he  employs,  by 
which  a  great  saving  would  accinie  to  the  publick,  and  at  the 
same  time  very  sufficient  encouragement  would  be  held  out  for  the 
cultivation  of  the  land.* 

I  see  no  objection  to  the  allowance  of  implements,  seed,  and  of 
a  few  convicts  (to  be  subsisted  for  a  limited  time  from  the  store), 
as  an  encouragement  to  actual  resident  settlers ;  but  that  prin-  Encourage- 
ciple  can  by  no  construction  be  made  applicable  to  the  length  of  JJJ2e» 
time  for  which  the  civil  and  military  officei*s  have  been  indulged 
with  the  labour  of  thirteen  convicts,  who  have  been  fed  and  cloathed 
at  the  publick  charge  long  after  the  crops  raised  by  them  for 
their  master  were  sufficient,  not  only  for  the  subsistence  of  such 
convict  laborers,  but  to  leave  such  a  surplus  as  would  produce  the 
master  no  inconsiderable  profit,  and  I  believe,  should  I  estimate 
that  profit  at  £20  a  convict,  it  would  not  exceed  its  real  amount. 
I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  no  more  than  two  convicts,  main-  Two  convicts 
tained  at  the  expence  of  Government,  should  be  allowed  to  any  ^IJJSS  to 
civil   or  military  officer   within  the  settlement,  and  that  none  ««*  officer. 
should  be  allowed  to  any  other  description  of  persons  whatever, 
except  the  Governor,  who  will  use  his  own  discretion  in  the 

*  Hunter  did  not  comply  with  the  repeated  instructions  he  received  on  this  point  until 
tOth  May,  179&  See  his  Order  of  that  date,  post,  p.  384,  and  his  letter  to  Portland  o(  Sfith 
of  that  month,  pott,  p.  88S. 
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number  he  will  chose  to  employ  in  lus  own  aenriee  for  domestiok 
or  agricoltiiral  parpoees,  of  wluch,  in  the  aooount  he  tranamite  of 
them,  he  will  disdnguish  the  manner  in  which  they  are  reqpectivelj 
employed.  A  circumstance  which  most  strikingly  points  out  tiie 
propriety  of  such  a  regulation,  and  urges  the  necessity  of  its 
immediate  adoption,  Ls  the  observation  you  make  in  your  report 
of  the  live  stock  and  land  in  cultivation  in  the  hands  of  Govem- 
ment,  and  the  officers,  civil  and  military,  which  you  transmit  in 
your  letter  No.  20,*  where  you  state  that,  although  the  land  in 
cultivation  belonging  to  the  Crown  is  one-third  more  than  tli^t 
in  the  possession  of  all  ciWl  and  military  officers  taken  togeib^ry 
your  weakness  in  publick  labourers  is  such  that  the  many  buildings 
you  are  so  much  ui  want  of  find  employment  for  all  of  them,  aJ^ 
occasions  all  the  land  cleared  by  Government  to  be  unemployed  ti^ 
year,  while  four-fifths  of  that  which  is  in  the  hands  of  the  ci^*^ 
and  military  officers  are  sown  with  wheat.  I  am  far  from  meanlc^^ 
to  assert  that  the  Crown  lands  would  have  been  rendered  as  pro- 
ductive as  those  in  the  hands  of  individuals  by  the  employment>  o£ 
the  same  number  of  labourers ;  but  I  shall  insist  that,  at  all  eveiXtB, 
they  would  have  produced  much  more  than  would  have  b©^*^ 
sufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  the  labourers  occupied  in  tJ^^ 
cultivation  of  them,  and  consequently  a  sa\'ing  would  have  b&^^ 
made  in  favour  of  the  publick  by  keeping  down  the  price  of  oo^^*» 
and  thereby  holding  out  encouragement  for  the  encrease  of  tt»® 
quantity  of  live  stock.  I  have  entered  the  more  particularly  in.*^ 
the  detail  of  this  subject,  not  only  because  it  is  the  princip>^ 
feature  of  that  part  of  your  correspondence  which  is  now  befo^^ 
me,  but  because  it  calls  for  such  a  radical  reform  as  mav  effect>  ^ 
system  of  real  and  substantial  economy,  and  confine  the  issu^^ 
from  the  stores,  both  in  quantity  and  method,  within  such  boun^:^ 
as  may  prevent  the  extravagance  and  abuses  which  have  attend^?^ 
their  delivery. 

His  Majesty  is  pleased  to  approve  of  your  recommendation  O^ 
Mr.  Thomas  Smyth  to  be  Provost-Marshal  in  the  room  of  Henr-^f 
Brewer,  and  I  have  accordingly  directed  his  Commission  to 
made  out.  I  shall  recommend  in  the  next  year's  estimate 
allowance  to  be  made  to  Mr.  J.  Drummond,  who  has  been  a] 
pointed  to  act  as  beach-master  in  Norfolk  Island ;  and  the  in 
tion  I  signified  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  11th  August,  1796,  cT 
recommending  an  additional  deputy  commissary  and  two  addi 
tional  storekeepers  to  be  provided  for,  has  been  fulfilled,  as  y 
will  see  by  the  within  estimate,  which  I  now  transmit  for  y 
information  and  direction. 

I  must  not  omit  to  observe  to  you  that  the  chartering  i 
Britannia  (as  stated  in  No.  17)t  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  ho; 

*  Ante,  p.  99. 

t  See  Hunter'tf  letter  of  27th  August,  1796,  ante,  p.  89. 


PROYISIONS  AND  STORES.  297 

the  dvil  and  military  officers  and  the  invalid  soldiers  you  mention  1797 
is  a  measure  by  which  it  appears  to  nie  that  the  publick  has  lieen  3^  au?. 
pot  to  a  greater  expence  than  the  occasion  warranted.  It  is  not 
Qsoal  to  pay  the  ezpences  of  officers  of  the  Crown  who  return 
iURne ;  bat  granting  that,  in  so  remote  a  colony  as  New  South 
Wales  this  role  will  admit  of  some  relaxation.  The  proper  mode 
of  doing  it  would  have  been  to  have  taken  a  pissage  home  for  the 
invalids  in  any  ship,  and  to  have  made  an  allowance  for  their 
I>as8age  to  those  officers  only  whose  state  of  health  require<l  their 
return  to  England. 

By  the  supply  of  provisions  purchased  from  an  American  vessel,  Provisiont. 

*»  stated  in  your  letter  No.  19,*  and  the  very  large  quantities 

sent  out  in  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  Sylph,  transports,  together 

"'•'iththe  proWsions  in  store,  such  a  dep6t  must  have  boen  formed 

*^  must   be  quite   sufficient   for  the  use  of   the  colony  untill 

^h^  spring  of  the  year  1799,  or  theretibouts,  and  by  that  time  T 

**hould  hope  the  live  stock  of  the  colony  will  amount  to  such  a 

■*  Umber  as  to  make  a  material  diminution  of  the  quantity  of  salt 

Prx)vi8ions  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  send  from  lience. 

^ith  respect  to  the  want  of  artificers,  as  stated  in  No.  21,  t  I  Artiflccre. 
^^ill  endeavour  to  send  as  many  conWcts  of  that  description  by 
^  o«  present  opportunity  as  possible. 

I  should  recommend  it  to  you  to  place  under  the  artificers  you 
^*«»-ve  those  convicts  whose  behaviour  and  abilities  render  them 
J^^ost  deserving  of  attention,  and  who,  by  means  of  encouragement 
^^Id  out  to  them,  may  soon  render  themselves  tolenibly  export  in 
^  «^«  several  trades  they  apply  to. 

TTou  will  receive  by  this  opportunity  the  several  articles  con-  Articles  for 
^ined  in  the  list  inclosed,  J  with  the  prime  cost  of  each  added  ^^ 
'*^^reto,  and  you  are  to  distribute  them  to  such  individuals  as  you 
*^"^h11  judge  proper  at  the  price  so  specifie<l,  in  return  for  which 
yo^  will  take  grain  or  live  stock  to  the  amount  of  the  value  of  the 
^^^'icles,  according  to  the  price  annexed  ;  you  will  not  fail  to  do 
*^^  same  with  respect  to  such  articles  as  remain  in  store,  in  all 
^^^es,  except  where  they  are  applied  to  publick  purposes  or  given 
?^  sn  encouragement  to  new  settlers.     This  will  relieve  the  colony 
5^^in  a  considerable  degree  of  expence,  and  will  at  the  same  time 
^^    the  means  of  furnishing  the  laborious  and  industrious  indi- 
~^^uals  with  such  articles  as  they  may  want  at  the  lowest  possible 
^5^ce.     I  must  add  that  it  appears  to  me  that  the  price  paid  as 
I  ,^Il  for  grain  as  for  pork  received  into  store  has  been  considerably 
^f^her  than  it  ought  \o  have  been. 
I  cannot  conclude  this  letter  without  repeating  to  you  the  Necessity  for 
^^t^essity  my  duty  pointed  out  to  me  of  calling  your  most  serious  ®^"^™*- 

*  Hunter  to  Portland,  2nd  September,  1796,  ante,  p.  101. 
t  Hunter  to  Portland,  20th  Pentoiuber,  1796,  ante,  p.  1S7. 
X  Ths  enclosure  is  not  a^'ailabfc. 
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1797 
31  Aug:. 


11  Sept. 


Corporal 
puniahmcut 
and  life* 
service. 


IB  Sept. 


Kates  of 
wagci. 


Inattentive 
settlers. 


attention  to  the  correction  of  that  fundamental  and  destruct^ 
error  by  which  the  public  expences  of  your  Government  h^ 
grown  to  such  enormous  bulk. 

But  I  rely  with  confidence  on  your  immediate  and  most  efTecb 
endeavours  to  restrain  them  in  future  within  the  narrowest  lim.. 
and  to  prevent,  as  far  as  human  foresight  can  enable  you, 
possibility  of  future  excess.  Fortlaki>.-. 


Secretary  Nepean  to  The  War  Office. 

Sir,  11th  September,  1797— 

John  McGinnis,  a  private  marine  of  the  Plymouth  DivisL 
having  been  tried  at  a  General  Court-martial  for  mutiny  and 
tion,  and  sentenced  to  receive  1,000  lashes  and  to  serve  for  lif^ 
the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  and  Major-Genl  Bowater,  comman 
the  said  division,  having  represented  to  my  Lords  Comm's  of  i 
Adm'ty  that  the  man  has  received  the  whole  of  his  corporal  punii 
ment,*  I  am  commanM  by  their  Lordships  to  acquaint  you  therewi 
and  to  request  you  will  please  to  give  the  necessary  directions 
the  man^s  being  received  into  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  in  o 
that  the  sentence  of  the  said  Court-martial  may  be  fully  carried  i 
effect.  I  am,  &c., 

Evan  Nepean. 


XI, 
l- 


-tc^ 


Government  and  General  Order. 

18th  September,  1797. 

Parole — Cork.  Countersign — ^Waterford. 

In  consequence  of  complaints  from  the  settlers  in  different  parts 
the  colony  relative  to  the  great  expence  they  are  at  in  giving  vei 
high  wages  to  hired  servants,  the  Governor,  by  an  Order  issued 
the  1 4th  of  January  last,t  directed  that  the  settlers  in  the  differec^-  ^ 
districts  should  hold  quarterly  meetings  amongst  themselves  fc^^ 
the  purpose  of  establishing  the  rate  of  wages  for  all  the  different  '^ 
kinds  of  labour.  This  Order  lias  been  attended  to  in  one  instanc-'  '^^ 
only,  no  meetings  having  been  held  for  this  necessary  purpo^' 
since  the  first,  when  each  district  reported  their  opinion,  and  tb-' 
Governor  published  on  the  10  th  of  March  J  a  table  of  the  rates 
be  paid  by  the  settlers  to  their  laborers.  But  as  the  same  cauf 
of  complaint  still  exists,  it  is  clear  that  the  settlers  have  not  strictly 
complied  with  that  useful  regulation.  His  Excellency  therefoi 
informs  all  those  who  are  engaged  in  farming  that  it  will  be  ii 
possible  for  him  to  remove  the  grievances  of  which  they  complai: 
unless  they  are  strictly  attentive  to  the  regulations  which  are 
time  to  time  established  for  their  good,  and  that  he  expects  tlfe- 

*  It  is  evident  from  the  severity  of  the  punishment  inflicted  on  this  man  that  the 
use  of  the  lash,  one  hundred  j'ears  agt>,  was  not  confined  to  convict  settlements.   Hie 
part  of  this  sentence  (relative  to  service  in  the  New  South  Wales  Corps)  was  not 
into  effect.— Post,  p.  519. 

t  Ante,  p.  189.  X  Ante,  p.  197. 
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jneetiDgs,  which  he  had  recommended,  be  more  particularly  attended      1707 
-to  Hereafter,  and  their  purpose  be  more  strictly  adhered  to.     This     is  scpt. 
l>ecome8  the  more  necessary  as  the  price  of  grain  cannot  continue 
much  longer  to  be  so  very  high  as  it  at  present  is. 

Every  general  muster  which  takes  place  convinces  the  Governor 
more  and  more  of  the  necessity  of  those  musters  being  frequently  Necc««»it3  for 
repeated  to  prevent  the  impositions  which  are  so  often  practised  mustm. 
upon  Government ;  and  altho'  he  is  at  all  times  well  dispased  to 
encourage  the  industrious  farmer,  he  nevertheless  finds  it  necessary 
to  inform  the  settlers  generally  that,  as  they  all  know  the  terms 
upon  which  they  have  been  allowed  to  settle,  he  is  surprised  to  find 
80  many  complain  of  their  want  of  ability  to  provide  for  them- 
selves and  familys,  after  having  been  victualled  and  cloathed  at 
the  expence  of  Government  for  eighteen  months,  which  is  six 
inonths  longer  than  was  at  first  intended.     He  trusts  that  the 
Jiistice  and  necessity  of  depriving  them  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time  of  those  indulgencies  will  show  them  the  necessity  of  being 
P^par'd,  and  serve  as  a  spur  to  sobriety  and  industry,  which  if 
^hey  attend  strictly  to  they  cannot  fail  to  prosper  and  be  happy. 

John  Hunter. 

Captain  Hogan*  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord  Duke,  London,  23rd  September,  1797.         23  Sept. 

Knowing  the  great  advantage  to  be  derived  by  Government 
gliding  a  large  quantity  of  cattle  to  the  colony  of  New  South  Live  stock. 
Wales  as  early  as  possible,  knowing  also  that  Government  are 
P^ilding  ships  for  that  purpose,  which  cannot  accomplish  the  object 
*^  less  than  eighteen  months,  and  then  at  enormous  expence,  I  am 
^Jiduced  to  hope  your  Grace  will  excuse  the  liberty  I  take  in 
submiting  the  following  proposal  to  your  consideration  : — 

My  object  is  not  gain  from  Government ;  should  it  tend  to 
Promote  the  publick  good  it  will  be  sufficient  recompence  for  any  A  dis- 
P^rsonal  trouble  I  may  have  in  it ;  but  should  your  Grace  bo  captain. 
pl^sed  to  approve,  I  shall  hope  that  you  will  direct  a  letter  to  be 
JT'^tten  from  your  office  to  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  East 
*^dia  Company,  stating  that  the  ship  Marquis  Cornwallis,  of  six 
^^Undred  and  fifty-four  tons  register,  is  employed  by  Government 
?^  particular  service  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  New  South 
•J^ales,  and  request  them  to  give  her  a  cargo  home  from  China  on 
^^  Same  terms  as  the  Barwell,  which  is  employed  by  the  Trans- 
^H  Board  to  carry  out  convicts. 

-Reference  to  the  amount  of  the  cattle  and  fodder  from  the  Cape 

^ood  Hope,  in  his  Majesty's  ships  Reliance  and  Supply,  will 

PUt^^^^*^  Hogan,  master  of  the  transport  lilarquis  Com^i^'allis,  when  at  Sydney  in  1706  had 
l^^^nased  a  farai  at  the  Hawkesbury,  and,  leaving  some  of  his  crew  in  chaise  with  live  stock, 
plo\  '^^  Msitrned  convict  servants,  bad  returned  to  England  evidently  m  the  hope  of  en\- 
liT^^^t  such  aa  be  solicits  in  this  letter.— Hunter  to  Under  Secretary  King,  SOth  April, 
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1797      shew  yoar  Grace  that  there  is  nothing  to  be  expected  tn  favour  of 
28  Sept    ^^^  s^^P  ^^111  the  following  statement. 

I  think  my  ship  would  stow  one  hundred  and  forty  head  of 
homed  cattle. 

Statsmemt. 


statement 

hU'S^^'  140  head  prime  cattle  on  board  at  the  Gape,  fodder  (£.«.,  hay. 

barley,  oats,  wheat,  and  bran)  indoaive,  at  £20  p.  head 

140  leagara  to  hold  water  for  the  above,  @  £4  ea.    

10  men  to  attend  the  cattle,  exclnaive  of  ship's  compy.,  at 

£2  lOa  p.  mo.,  for  12  mos.  

20  p.  cent,  aeaths  and  accidents  on  the  above  nnmber  of 

cattle  on  the  voyage,  at  least       


Insurance  from  Cape  to  Port  Jackson  on  £4,220,  @  6  p.c.... 
Do.      on  block  of  ship,  value  £1,500,  @  4  p.  cent. 


£     s.  d. 


lIoflian'B 
terms. 


2,800 
500 


0 
0 


0 
0 


300    0    0 


560 

0 

0 

£4,220 

0 

0 

253 

4 

0 

000 

0 

0 

Total        £5,073    4    0 

Should  140  head  land  alive  and  well  at  New  South  Wales,  at 
£35  p.  head,  at  which  I  would  agree  to  carry  them — £4,900. 

Altho'  there  appears  a  loss  upon  my  proposal  by  a  fair  statement, 
I  would  readily  agree  to  it,  on  condition  of  getting  the  Company's 
freight  home,  and  would  only  require  from  Government  one  thou- 
sand pounds  in  advance,  and  put  it  in  practice  immediately.  The  ship 
has  already  a  small  freight  from  the  Transport  Board  to  the  Cape. 

The  amount  of  the  cattle  to  be  paid  on  my  agents  producing  the 
Governor's  receipt  at  your  office,  without  any  risk  or  expenoe 
whatever  to  Government,  except  the  thirty-five  pounds  per  head 
for  all  that  is  landed  at  New  South  Wales.  I  trust  your  Grace 
will  be  pleased  to  take  it  into  consideration,  and  favor  me  with  an 
answer  when  convenient.  I  am,  &c., 

Michael  Hooax. 


26  Sept 

The 

Trmiuport 

Cominis* 

sionen* 

Beporl. 


The  Transport  Commissioners  to  The  Hon.  Charles  Greville. 
Sir,  Transport  Office,  26th  September,  1797. 

We  have  received  your  letter  of  the  23rd  instant,  inclosing 
to  us,  by  direction  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  a  proposal 
from  Captain  Hogan,  of  the  sliip  Marquis  Comwallis,  for  supply- 
ing the  colony  of  New  South  Wales  with  cattle,  and  desiring  our 
opinion  thereupon,  and  we  request  you  to  inform  his  Grace  that 
we  have  duly  considered  the  said  proposal,  and,  upon  the  whole, 
are  inclined  to  believe  that  the  price  and  freight  of  £35  per  head 
for  cattle  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  actually  delivered  at 
New  South  Wales,  is  not  unreasonable.  We  return  the  original 
letter,  and  are,  <Scc.,^ 

RuPT.  Georqb.  John  Schank. 

Ambrose  Serle.        Wm.  Ay.  Otwat. 


*  Notwitbsteodiiiff  this  endonemeiit  of  the  Tnneport 
Ckfferwu  not  acted  apon. 


dptein  Hfigen'a 
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The  Duks  of  Portland  to  Goverkob  Hunter.  1797 

Sir,  Whitehall,  —  September,  1797.         —  Sapt. 

I  inclose  yon  a  list  of  convicts  which  go  by  this  con-  listfoT 

T'eyance,  with  the  original  contracts  entered  into  by -,♦  «m^cto. 

the  owner  of  the  Barwell,  for  their  safe  delivery  in  New  South 

Wales,  together  with   his  Majesty's   Order   in  Council  for  the 

transportation  of  those  con\dcts  whose  sentences  required  such 

order.     I  also  transmit  to  you  a  list  of  those  convicts  who  are 

artificers,  and  concerning  whom  I  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the 

3l8t  ulto.,t  and  also  a  list  of  the  several  articles  for  the  settlement 

■ent  in  the  Barwell,  with  the  prime  cost  opposite  to  each  article. 

With  respect  to  the  manner  and  the  terms  on  which  these  articles 

*re  to  be  disposed  of,  I  have  only  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  above 

Dkentioned. 

You  will  also  receive  in  a  separate  cover  the  plan  of  a  com-  a  corn-mill, 
mill,  with  the  books  mentioned  in  the  margin.  J  The  under- 
mentioned persons,  who  are  carpenters,  but  who  have  lately  been 
•ttending  to  the  building  and  construction  of  corn-mills,  go  as 
■ettlers  by  tliis  conveyance,  on  the  terms  specified  in  Lieut-GovV. 
King's  letter  to  you,  which  is  inclosed. 

Since  writing  my  letter  to  you  of  the  30th  ult.,  I  Imve  received 
Mr.  Dundas's  sentiments  with  respect  to  permitting  recruits  for  Recruiting 
^T  forces  in  India  to  be  raised  in  New  South  Wales ;  and  as  it  {^jjjj 

*  conceived  that  upon  the  whole  the  inconveniences  of  such  a  wrmy. 
P^*n  would  more  than  counterbalance  its  advantages,  you  will 
"^ify  to  the  Presidency  at  Bengal  that  such  permission  cannot 

^  granted.§  Portland. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

7th  October,  1797.  roct 

Parole — Solebay.  Countersign — Yarmouth. 

•"^^  Commissary  is  directed  to  issue,  on  Saturday  next,  to  such 

*  tile  women  and  children  as  are  intitled,  such  slop  cloathing  Clothing  for 
**   the  present  state  of  the  public  store  can  afford ;  and   such  SSwren*"** 
^^Ji  as  have   fully  completed  their  term  of  servitude  in  this 
2?'^^try  are  hereby  informed  that  certificates  will  be    granted 
l^^m  at  the  Commissary's  office,  in  Sydney,  on  Friday  next,  the 

^^  instant  Jno.  Hunter. 


Lieutenant-Governor  Ejno  to  Sir  Joseph  Bank& 

(Banks  Papers.) 
^ir,  London,  7th  October,  1797. 

^  ^         I  received  your  note,  with  the  enclosures,  and  saw  Mr. 
•^^ig  on  the  subject,  who  entirely  agrees  with  your  ideas  on  the 

^Hk  in  MB.  t  Ante,  ik  297.  1  The  margin  is  blank. 

^h«  enokwarat  to  this  despatch  are  missing.    Concerning  the  terms  of  settlement,  sec 
HI.  SW,  410,  411. 
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1797      propriety  of  sending  out  settlers.     The  first  three  men  who  applied 
7  Oct.      &i^  ^ow  on  board  the  Barwell,  with  their  familjs,  amounting  to 

SettierT  eighteen  people.  As  they  proposed  a  capacity  to  make  them- 
selves useful  in  constructing  mills,  Government  has  supplied 
them  with  books  and  plans  to  go  by ;  and  as  they  were  peculiarly 
situated,  I  also  obtained  for  each  family  £20,  to  fit  them  and  pay 
their  debts,  also  £6  each  on  their  passage  ;  and  from  the  character 
of  these  people  I  do  not  doubt  but  a  reciprocal  advantage  will  be 
obtained  both  by  them  and  by  Government. 

Respecting  those  who  are  now  the  subject  of  application,  Mr. 
K.*  has  authorised  me  to  settle  that  arrangement,  but  does  not 
wish  any  more  money  to  be  advanced  as  to  the  first  three.  None 
to  go  but  those  with  familys,  and  of  good  character,  and  to 
be  given  fully  to  understand  that  all  they  are  to  expect  from 

A  free  Government  is  a  free  passage  out,  to  have  a  grant  of  land,  to  be 

supported  twelve  months  from  the  stores,  and  to  have  the  labour 
of  two  convicts  assigned  them  for  that  time,  after  which  period 
they  are  to  maintain  themselves.  This,  you  will  see,  puts  a  stop 
to  any  money  being  given  them,  as  to  the  first  three  settlers.     I 

iSnSon  ^®^^  ^y  family  in  the  west  last  week.  I  came  to  town  with  an 
intention  of  being  relieved  from  the  very  uncertain  state  of  sus- 
pense I  have  been  in  for  this  some  time  past.  I  wish  I  could  say 
that  I  was  at  all  assured  of  what  my  future  motions  are  to  be  ; 
but  everything  has  been,  and  will  be,  done  by  the  department 
with  whom  I  am  connected ;  but  that  which  I  belong  to — ^and 
which  I  alone  wish  to  be  considered  by — seems  to  look  upon  me 
as  an  alien.  This,  I  must  confess,  hurts  me  not  a  little,  exclusive 
of  the  anxiety  it  occasions  me  on  account  of  my  family ;  but 
patience,  I  hope,  will  work  a  certainty  in  my  favor.  Indeed,  my 
dear  sir,  I  sometimes  think  most  seriously  of  resigning  my  Lieut.- 

HispoaiMon  Government,  and  throwing  myself  on  the  Admiralty.     If  I  can 

seniM.  get  employed,  and  endeavour  to  merit  my  rank,  it  will  be  well ; 
if  not,  I  must  go  into  Wales  or  Cornwall,  and  take  up  my  spada 
This,  I  fear,  will  be  the  case,  as  I  cannot  help  saying  that  from 
the  advanced  situation  I  am  in  on  the  list  of  commanders,  I  look 
upon  it  some  professional  disgrace  is  attached  to  those  who  are  of 
such  standing. 

T  beg  your  pardon  for  thus  troubling  you  with  my  concerns  ; 
but  I  know  your  goodness  and  humanity  will  excuse  that  and 
many  other  liberties  that  are  daily  taken  with  you,  and  which 
your  philanthropy  and  urbanity  has  drawn  on  you.     The  ships  to 

thTcoio^'ai  ^®^^®^®  *^®  Reliance  and  Supply  are  not  yet  launched.      When 

station.  they  are,  and  commissioned  by  the  Admiralty,  I  shall  know  my 
doom.  But,  in  confidence,  I  was  told  by  one  great  man  that 
another  had  said  that  he  did  not  see  any  objection  to  my  getting 
the  step  in  those  ships,  but  that  he  apprehended  a  professional 
objection  from  the  circumstance  of  my  having  been  so  long  in 

*  John  King,  Under  Secretaiy  of  the  Home  Department 
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^hat  is  called  a  civil  service ;  but  if  it  is  so,  why  require  the  ser-  1707 
^ices  of  a  naval  officer  on  it  ?  On  this  my  pretensions  and  success  7  oct. 
'will  hang. 

Having  had  some  business  the  other  day  with  Mr.  Rose,  I 
mientioned  the  circumstance  about  Gordon's  charts,   &c.,  which 
Jie  had  so  far  forgotten  that  he  scarcely  remembered  the  applica- 
tion that  had  been  made  to  him,  and  expressed  much  conceim  that 
the  then  pressure  of  public  affairs  made  him  not  pay  that  attention 
to  it  which  the  subject  appeared  to  deserve ;  and  after  expressing 
.a  great  desire  to  obtain  them,  I  informed  [him]  that  the  charts  and  K|"'{i^"f*  - 
drawings  of  natural  history  were  in  a  box  under  Captain  Riou's  Secretary 
csharge.     He  wished  me  to  introduce  Captain  'Riou  to  him,  which  Tr^®„r^. 
3.  did  the  next  day,  and  after  much  conversation  the  result  was 
^hat  Riou  was  to  write  to  Mrs.  G.  as  from  himself,  and  to  ask 
lier  what  she  valued  the  charts,  drc,  at ;  and  that  if  the  sum  was 
^wiyways  reasonable,  Government  would  make  the  purchase. 
I  beg  my  best  respects  to  Lady  Banks,  and  am,  &c., 

Philip  Gidley  King. 

I  shall  leave  town  next  Thursday,  but  if  you  have  any  com- 
Yioands,  a  letter  will  find  me  directed  to  James  Sykcs,  Esq.,  22, 
-Arundel-strect,  who  is  my  agent. 


Government  and  General  Order.* 

9th  October,  1797.  ooct. 

Parole — Justice  Countersign — Truth. 

Thb  many  boats  which  have  been  permitted  to  be  built  for  the  Boat- 
^H>nvenience  and  accommodation  of  various  descriptions  of  people  ^"*^**"'^- 
"Within  this  settlement  having  frequently  been  employed  in  carry- 
ing on  a  traffic  which  has  been  repeatedly  forbidden  in  Public 
Orders,  as  well  as  having  been  but  too  frequently  laid  up  in  situa- 
tions from  which  they  cou'd  with  ease  be  removed  undiscovered, 
many  idle,  worthless,  and  ignorant  persons  have  been  encouraged 
by  this  carelessness  and  want  of  attention  to  the  security  of  their 
boats  to  meditate  an  escape  from  the  colony,  and  from  an  intire  Escapees. 
ignorance  of  the  dangers  to  which  they  expose  their  lives  in  such 
~  miserable  vessels  they  have  ventured  to  sea,  from  which  it  is  more 
than  probable  they  will  never  return  to  any  shore  whatever.    The 
Governor,  as  well  from  motives  of  humanity  and  a  concern  for  the 
life  of  a  fellow-creature,  as  from  a  duty  he  owes  to  the  publicconcems 
of  this  colony,  considers  it  proper,  in  order  to  prevent  any  unneces- 

*  This  Order  was  published  in  consequence  of  a  number  of  conTicts  havinjr  seized  a  boat 
at  Parramatta,  on  tne  night  of  the  2nd  October,  and  succeeded  in  making  their  escape  from 
the  harbour.  It  vras  surmised  that  the  boat,  which  Collins  described  as  a  very  bad  one, 
bad  foundered  at  sea ;  but  three  months  after  their  escape  the  fugitives  stole  two  boatM 
from  the  Hawkeabury,  in  the  larger  of  which  they  were  supposed  to  have  sailed  northwarrl. 
In  March  foUowijig,  however,  they  forwarded  to  Hunter  a  request  for  pardon  and  an  offer  to 
give  tbemaelrcs  up ;  but  as  it  was  suspected  that  th(>y  had  for  some  time  been  infesting  the 
UawkesbaiTt  they  were  placed  upon  their  trial  for  piracy,  and  two  of  them  executed. 
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1797       sary  applications,  strictly  to  forbid  hereafter  the  building  of 
9  Oct.      boats  whatever  for  the  use  of  private  persons,  and  to  inform  tli.^3«^ 
- —       who  are  now  in  possession  of  such  boats  as  are  capable  of  pa88.^J^ 
buUdiiiK       between  this  harbor  and  the  Hawkesburj  River,  as  well  as  small  ^^^ 
forbidden,     boats  which  may  be  employed  within  the  harbor,  that  as  it  is    IHhtt 
Excellency's  intention  to  direct  some  trusty  persons  constantly —    ^ 
inspect  the  manner  in  which  boats  are  laid  up  on  shore,  or  ^^^te 
secured  afloat,  if  any  are  found  with  oars,  masts,  sails,  or  rudc^^^ 
in  them,  when  laid  up  for  the  night,  or  these  materials  not  propen.  -sriy 
secured  in  the  dwelling  of  the  owner,  he  will  direct  that  such  b^^^^)^^ 
be  immediately  scuttled  and  sunk,  or  laid  on  shore  and  barc^     'nt» 
And  if  any  boats  are  found  without  a  number  on  their  stem,  Of 

Registeriog  are  not  registered  in  the  list  kept  by  the  Provost-Marshal,  she  uh  i^wnll 
**^''*  be  destroyed.*     No  person  whatever,  except  the  officers,  civil  a      ^^^ 

military,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  send  boats  to  the  Hawkesbary  or 

to  Botany  Bay  without  a  pass  from  the  Grovernor  or  officer  co  -^^°J" 
manding  the  military,  or  from  Captain  George  Johnston  or  offi^^i«- 
ating  magistrates.     The  persons  applying  are  to  give  an  account  of 

their  business,  and  to  deliver  a  list  of  their  boat's  crew,  before  th  — -^7 
obtain  such  permission. 
Regulations.      They  are  also  (if  going  to  the  Hawkesbury)  to  show  their 

to  the  commanding  officer  there,  who  will  be  directed  to  sei 
them  if  without.  The  centinels  on  the  wharfs  and  other 
where  boats  pass  will  be  directed  to  call  all  boats  which  m^^^y 
attempt  to  move  in  the  night  to  their  post,  and  to  produce  th^^^^ 
authority  for  moving  such  boat.  All  persons  are  hereby  inf ormi 
that  unless  they  strictly  comply  with  these  Ortlers  they  will 
liable  to  be  flred  at,  as  well  by  the  centinels  as  by  his  Majesty's  shi] 
and  ves-scls,  who  have  each  of  them  similar  instructions, 
persons  who  have  been  at  some  expence  in  providing  boats  for  the..- — -^ 
own  benefit  and  accommodation  are  hereby  informed  that  if  the^^^ 
do  not  pay  proper  attention  to  this  Order  their  boats  will 
ordered  to  be  laid  up  on  shore,  and  never  after  permitted  to 
launch'd  again.  Jno.  Huntrr. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

14  Oct.  Hth  October,  1797. 

Parole — Traced.  Countersign — Dangerous. 

Forgeries.     The  different  forgerys  which  have  lately  been  committed  withii 

this  colony,  and  the  means  which  have  been  used  to  prevent  anv....^. 
discovery  of  the  principal  persons  concerned  in  so  dangerous  anc:^^^ 
inequitous  a  practice,  renders  it  necessary  that  some  public  notic 
be  taken  of  so  heinous  an  offence  against  the  laws  of  this  and 
every  other  country,  and  as  the  person  last  convicted  of 
dangerous  crime,  and  who  received  sentence  of  death  for  the 
appears  to, be  ignorant  of  the  danger  to  which  he  was  exposing 
life,  by  an  attempt  to  utter  or  pass  such  forgery  :   The  Governor"**^ 

^  Ante,|».  00. 
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has  judged  it  proper  to  give  out  this  paper  as  a  caution  to  thase      1707 

who  for  want  of  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  criminalitj  of  this     ^  oct 

(iangerous  practice  are  too  frequently  made  the  tools  or  instruments      ^-j-^ 

of  those  who  are  more  deeply  skilled  in  such  villainous  transactions,  foryed   "^ 

Those  who  can  neither  write  nor  read,  it  has  been  observ'd,  are  p^p**^"- 

frequently  chosen  as  the  fittest  persons  to  be  employed  on  such 

infamous  purposes  as  the  uttering  or  passing  those  forgerys,  and 

the  principals  have  contrived  to  remain  undiscovered.     If  there 

are  any  in  the  colony  who  are  really  so  very  ignorant,  they  are  \  caution 

hereby  cautioned  to  be  careful  how  they  sufifer   themselves  to  {Sn^JSmt, 

be  led  astray  by  those  who,  more  experienced  in  every  infamous 

transaction,  feel  little  concern  for  the  danger  to  which  they  expose 

those  who  suffer  themselves  to  be  governed  by  such  council ;  or  if 

there  are  any  who  are  either  so  abandoned  or  so  thoughtless  and 

incautious  as  not  to  be  aware  of  the  deep  designs  of  their  more 

wicked  and  more  knowing  companions,  they  are  hereby  informed 

that  the  person  who  shall  be  convicted  of  uttering  or  passing  any 

bill  or  paper,  knowing  it  to  be  a  forgery,  with  design  to  defraud 

any  other  person,  will  be  as  liable  to  receive  sentence  of  death  as 

the  person  who  may  have  forged  it.    The  Governor  earnestly  hopes 

that  this  paper,  which  is  chiefly  intended  as  a  caution  to  those  who 

may  be  unacquainted  with  the  enormity  and  dangerous  consequences 

of  such  a  crime,  may  have  the  efiect  it  is  designed  to  produce  ;  and 

it  is  meant  farther  to  assure  them  that  altho'  pardon  has  been 

upon  more  occasions  than  the  present  extended  to  criminals  of 

this  description,  they  must  not  deceive  themselves  with  an  expec-  no  mercy  to 

ration  that  such  mercy  in  such  cases  will  continue  to  be  shewn —  offenders. 

no,  the  law  shall  take  its  course,  and  justice  be  satisfied. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

28th  October,  1797.         28  Oct. 
Parole — Avoid.  Countersign — Infamy. 

The  last  Ck>urt  of  Criminal  Judicature  which  was  assembled  having 

upon  the  most  clear  and  full  evidence  found , , 

and guilty  of  that  shocking  and  most  heinous  of  crimes  Perjurj-. 

wilful  and  corrupt  perjury,  they  will  this  day  suffer  a  part  of  the 
sentence  which  the  law  directs  to  be  inflicted  upon  criminals  of 
80  dangerous  a  description. 

The  Governor  has  thought  proper  to  mention  this  circumstance 
in  this  public  manner  in  order  that  it  may  serve  as  a  caution  to 
those  who  may,  either  from  real  or  pretended  ignorance,  be  led  or 
advised  to  the  commission  of  a  crime  so  certainly  ruinous  to  both 
their  temporal  and  eternal  welfare.  The  Governor  thinks  it  also 
necessary  to  say  that,  as  he  has  had  frequent  occasion  to  think,  this  ^J^^^^ 
horrid  practice  has  been  but  too  frequently  resorted  to  in  this  pncUce. 

VOL.  Ill— u 
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28  Oct. 


Infamoos 
for  life. 


colony  for  the  worst  of  all  purposes — ^that  of  screening  gailty  per- 
sons from  those  punishments  which  our  excellent  laws  direct  to  be 
inflicted  on  offenders.  He  is  determined,  wherever  there  is  m 
appearance  of  any  evidence  having  so  far  lost  all  concern  for  the 
dajiger  to  which  he  exposes  both  his  soul  and  body  as  to  attempt 
to  mislead  the  judgement  of  a  Court  by  having  recourse  to  &]« 
evidence,  he  will  exert  every  just  means  of  bringing  him  to 
punishment. 

His  Excellency  trusts  that,  as  every  man  convicted  of  this 
dangerous  breach  of  the  law  is  thereby  rendered  infamous  as  long 
as  he  lives,  that  no  man  who  has  a  character  to  lose  will  assodate 
with  such  criminals  least  he  endangers  his  own  reputation,  aad  be 
considered  as  a  voluntary  approver  and  partaker  in  the  infamy. 

Jno.  HumxiL 


2  Nov. 


Ration  of 

wheat 

reduced. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

2nd  November,  1797. 
Parole — Promises.  Countersign — Perform. 

The  great  quantity  of  wheat  which  has  long  been  issued,  not  onlj 
as  bread,  but  as  a  substitute  for  some  other  articles,  together  with 
the  disappointment  experienced  by  the  public  granary  in  the  not 
receiving  those  quantities  which  had  been  reported  to  be  readytor 
delivery  when  called  for,  has  rendered  it  necessary  to  reduce  Ac 
weekly  ration  of  that  article  to  nine  pounds  p'r  man,  whether  free 
or  convict,  and  proportionably  to  women  and  children. 

The  Governor,  desirous  of  being  perfectly  understood,  thinks  it 
proper  upon  this  occasion  to  say  that  those  who  may  have  thought 
it  right,  from  whatever  motive  in  this  instance,  to  disappoint 
Government,  he  hopes  will  in  future  have  no  occasion  in  any  way 
to  solicite  its  aid  for  their  own  accommodation. 

Jno.  Hunter. 


C  Nov. 


An 

attempted 

escape. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

6th  November,  1797. 

Parole — Diligence.  Countersign — Recommends. 

The  Grovemor  hopes  that  what  he  has  had  occasion  to  say  this  <lij 
to  those  ignorant  and  infatuated  people  who  were  detected*  in  ^ 
attempt  to  escape  from  the  colony  may  have  its  effect  upon  others 
and  pi-event  schemes  which,  taken  in  any  point  of  view,  are  evff 
pregnant  with  infinite  danger. 

•  The  incident  referred  to  i«  thus  deecribed  by  Collins  (vol.  11,11.53) :— ''The  fMdlitf  «ttk 

idr 


which  the  seizure  of  the  Cumberland  had  been  aocomplished,  and  the  sataseqiient  < 
two  parties  of  convicts,  induced  fourteen  others  to  form  a  plan  tear  takUig;  i£waj  a  1 
nuikin^  a  similar  attempt  at  liberty.    Havinar  made  a  depot  of  all  the  stores  wbkk  th^ 
meant  to  cany  with  them,  at  a  place  convenient  for  their  purpose,  the  night  was  ~ 


thebr  departure,  and  they  were  on  the  point  of  embarking  when  to  their  great  snrprisstltf 
found  themselves  surrounded  by  a  party  of  magistrates  and  constaMes  armed,  wbo  tarn 
thmn  and  their  property  into  custody."    On  the  following  day  they  were 
And  sent  up  to  Parramatta  to  hard  labour. 
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Ignorant  of  the  danger  to  which  their  lives  are  exposed  upon      1797 
tfae  ooean  in  a  miBerable  boat,  ignorant  of  the  risk  which  attends     q  jg^y 
tiwoi  if  taken  in  the  attempt,  and  ignorant  of  the  deep  and  wicked 
Mgns  of  those  who  pretend  to  a  greater  share  of  wisdom,  a  few 
ample  and  ill-informed  people  have  been  led  into  those  ill-concerted 
piiBa^  in  which  it  will  but  too  often  be  found  that  the  sacrifice  of 
those  few  who  are  thought  of  less  consequence  to  the  general  plan, 
or  aie  less  capable  of  rendering  themselves  useful  when  embarked, 
k  »  put  of  the  main  design.    If  near  the  land,  they  are  forced  on  The  foiiy 
Aore  amongst  a  savage  people,  when  death  is  inevitable ;  or,  if  at  att^^uts. 
MS  Uirown  overboard  to  lighten  their  miserable  vessel,  and  pre- 
vent, if  possible,  her  foundering.     Let  those  who  are  invited  to 
sodb  mad  and  inconsiderate  undertakings  reflect  upon  these  things, 
ud  they  will  easily  discover  the  risk  attending  such  wicked  and 
ill-judged  enterprises.  Jno.  Hunter. 

QOYVRSUEKT   AND  GENERAL  OrDER. 

11th  November,  1797.         iiNov. 
Parole — LeadenhalL  Countersign — Bishopsgate. 

Thb  time  for  the  election  of  constables^  to  serve  for  the  ensuing  Election  of 
year  lieing  arrived,  the  Governor  desires  that  the  inhabitants  of  constabieH. 
fte  different  town  and  country  districts  do  meet  immediately  and 
pttjoeed  to  the  choice  of  those  men  whom  they  are  desirous  shou'd 
^e  upon  them  that  office  in  their  respective  districts  for  the  next 
^Ive  months,  and  make  their  return  of  the  names  so  chosen  to 
the  magistrates  by  Wednesday,  ye  15th  instant. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Governor  Hunter  to  Secretary  Nepean. 

Sir,  Sydney,  Now  South  Wales,  19th  Nov.,  1797.         i9Nov. 

Having  in  my  letter  of  August  lastt  MTitten  you,  for  the 
information  of  their  Lordships,  an  account  of  the  very  decayed 
state  of  his  Majesty's  ship  the  Supply,  and  her  consequent  con- 
demnation, I  have  now  the  additional  concern  of  requesting  you 
will  be  pleased  to  lay  before  their  Lordships  the  enclosed  report  of 
a  survey  which,  in  consequence  of  the  feeble  and  leaky  state  of  ^"fj**. 
the  Reliance,  I  had  found  it  necessary  to  direct  might  be  held  condition 
upon  her  defects.     She  returned  from  the  Cape  to  this  port,  as  ReiJince. 
the  Supply  had  done,  with  her  pumps  going.     I  have,  as  well  as 
our  intire  deficiency  of  every  article  of  naval  stores  would  admit, 
hove  down  the  Reliance,  and  found  that  several  of  her  butts  in 
the  guard-board  streak  were  intirely  destitute  of  oak  ham,  and 
that  there  is  much  reason  to  believe  from  her  weak  condition  that 
she  will  be  frequently  liable  to  spring  leaks  of  this  nature.     I 

*  Ante,  pp.  166, 182;  port,  pp.  480,  618. 

t  The  loiter  in  which  Hunter  reported  the  iinfleaworihy  condition  of  H.ltLS.  Supply  w»8 
«Uted  lOCh  Julj,  1797.— Ante,  p.  278. 
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1797      mean,  however,  to  give  her,  by  a  complete  set  of  riders  fore  aQ(3 
lONav.     ait,  as  much  strength   as  possible.     My  chief  anxiety  prooeedis 
from  the  disappointment  of  her  services  for  the  present  seasoo, 
and  the  intire  loss  of  those  of  the  Supply,  the  fittest  ship  of  Uie 
two  for  this  service. 
Naval  stoics.      I  know  it  to  be  improper  in  this  way  to  request  a  supply  of 
naval  stores  for  the  use  of  our  floating  craft  in  this  colony,  and 
that  my  application  should  be  to  his  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State; 
but  I  am  apprehensive  a  multiplicity  of  business  of  more  imme- 
diate importance,  and  the  being  less  acquainted  with  the  natoteof 
that  distress  which  the  want  of  such  indispensible  necessaries  occa- 
sions, my  applications  already  made  may  have  been  overlook'd. 

I  have,  <S:c., 
'  Jno.  Hunteb. 

[Enclosure.] 

Survey  of  Reliance. 
In  pursuance  of  an  order  from  John  Hunter,  Esqr.,  first  captain 
of  his  Majesty's  ship  Reliance,  <fec.,  <fec.,  &c., — • 
Survey         We  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  having  taken  a  strict 
Reliance,      and  careful  survey  on  his  Majesty's  ship  Reliance,  do  find  as 
follows : — 

The  hull  being  in  a  weak  and  feeble  state  it  is  necessary  to 
have  riders  fore  and  aft,  and  standers  between  the  riders  to  each 
deck,  additional  bolts  to  the  brest-hooks  and  transoms  where  they 
can  be  got  in,  some  hanging  knees  in  the  after  part  of  the  quarter- 
deck to  support  the  stem. 

The  topside  waterways  timber  head  stantions,  ttc,  in  want 
caulking;  one  of  the  beams  in  the  fore  cockpit  sprung  andw 
want  of  securing.  After  the  whole  of  the  shipwright's  work  is 
compleated  to  have  her  compleatly  caulked. 

A  leak  close  to  the  keel  in  the  garboard  streak  on  the  larboard 
side,  which  will  render  it  necessary  to  have  the  ship  hove  down. 
The  plank  sheer  so  much  split  and  decayed,  together  with  the 
quarter-deck  stantions,  that  it  is  necessary  the  whole  of  the  plank 
sheer  and  those  stantions  should  be  replaced  with  new  ones. 

Until  the  plank  sheer  is  taken  off  we  are  unable  to  assertain 
whether  the  waterways  are  fit  to  remain  in  the  ship. 

Thos.  Moore. 
Jno.  Coldwell. 
William  StevexsoX. 

Robert  Scott. 

Captain  Kent  to  Secretary  Nepean. 

Supply,  Port  Jackson,  New  South  Wales, 
Sir,  19th  November,  1797. 

I  beg  you  will  inform  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  ^ 
Admiralty,  on  the  first  of  July  last,  by  permission  of  his  Excellency 
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^eetiogs,  which  he  had  recommended,  be  more  particularly  attended      1707 
'to  hereafter,  and  their  purpose  be  more  strictly  adher'd  to.     This     is  scpi. 
lecomes  the  more  necessary  as  the  price  of  grain  cannot  continue 
imuch  longer  to  be  so  very  high  as  it  at  present  is. 

Every  general  muster  which  takes  place  convinces  the  Governor 
XDQore  and  more  of  the  necessity  of  those  musters  being  frequently  Neccsbiti  for 
x^peated  to  prevent  the  impositions  which  are  so  often  practised  musters. 
upon  Government ;  and  altho'  he  is  at  all  times  well  disposed  to 
encourage  the  industrious  farmer,  he  nevertheless  finds  it  necessary 
't^  inform  the  settlers  generally  that,  as  they  all  know  the  terms 
tapon  which  they  have  been  allowed  to  settle,  he  is  surprised  to  find 
8o  many  complain  of  their  want  of  ability  to  provide  for  them- 
selves and  familys,  after  having  been  victualled  and  cloathed  at 
^he  expence  of  Government  for  eighteen  months,  which  is  six 
znonths  longer  than  was  at  first  intended.     He  trusts  that  the 
justice  and  necessity  of  depriving  them  at  the  expiration  of  that 
't^ime  of  those  indulgencies  will  show  them  the  necessity  of  being 
p^repar'd,  and  serve  as  a  spur  to  sobriety  and  industry,  which  if 
t  liey  attend  strictly  to  they  cannot  fail  to  prosper  and  be  happy. 

John  Hunter. 

Captain  Hogan*  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 
My  Lord  Duke,  Loudon,  23rd  September,  1797.         23Sei>t. 

Knowing  the  great  advantage  to  be  derived  by  Government 
Sending  a  large  quantity  of  cattle  to  the  colony  of  New  South  Live  stock. 
"Wales  as  early  as  possible,  knowing  also  that  Government  are 
T>viilding  ships  for  that  purpose,  which  cannot  accomplish  the  object 
in  less  than  eighteen  months,  and  then  at  enormous  expence,  I  am 
enduced  to  hope  your  Grace  will  excuse  the  liberty  I  take  in 
subniiting  the  following  proposal  to  your  consideration  : — 

My  object  is  not  gain  from  Government ;  should  it  tend  to 
promote  the  publick  good  it  will  be  sufficient  recompence  for  any  A  di8- 
personal  trouble  I  may  have  in  it ;  but  should  your  Grace  be  captain. 
pleased  to  approve,  I  shall  hope  that  you  will  direct  a  letter  to  be 
written  from  your  office  to  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  East 
India  Company,  stating  that  the  ship  Marquis  Cornwallis,  of  six 
hundred  and  fifty-four  tons  register,  is  employed  by  Government 
on  particular  service  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  New  South 
Wales,  and  request  them  to  give  her  a  cargo  home  from  China  on 
the  same  terms  as  the  Barwell,  which  is  employed  by  the  Trans- 
port Board  to  carry  out  convicts. 

Reference  to  the  amount  of  the  cattle  and  fodder  from  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  in  his  Majesty's  ships  Reliance  and  Supply,  will 

*  Captain  Hogan,  master  of  the  transport  Marquis  Cornwallis,  when  at  Sydney  in  1796  had 
purchased  a  farm  at  the  Hawkesbury,  and,  leaving  some  of  his  crew  in  charge  with  live  stock, 
tools,  and  assigned  convict  servants,  had  returned  to  England  evidently  in  the  hope  of  em- 
plo>ment  such  as  he  solicits  in  this  letter.— Hunter  to  Under  Secretary  King,  90th  April, 
1796,  ante,  p.  44. 
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29  Nov. 

Collins 
willing  to 
return. 


Would 
prefer  to 
remain  in 
England. 


80  Nov. 
Civil. 


MUitory. 


them,  be  liable  also  to  be  fii*ed  at  if  white  men  are  seen  amongst 
them.     This  caution  to  the  natives  may  be  conveyed  to  them  by 
such  of  their  countrymen  as  live  amongst  us,  and  may  prevent     _ 
their  suffering  those  vagabonds  from  continuing  amongst  tbenv.,.,,^ 
to  the  danger  of  the  loss  of  life  to  many  inoffensive  people. 

Jno.  Humxbb. 

Judge-Advocate  Collins  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

My  Lord,  No.  6,  Poland-street,  29th  November,  1797. 

Since  I  had  the  honour  of  a  conference  with  your  Grace,  "X 
have  seriously  weighed  the  tendency  of  your  question  respectin-^ 
my  objection  to  climate.  I  now  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Grace  tlxe 
consideration  of  climate  shall  not  interfere  with  my  accepting  sugIb 
a  situation  as  you  may  be  pleased  to  think  my  long,  and  I  trtt^ 
I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  faithful  services,  have  merited,  in  * 
country  where  little  more  than  dangers  and  hardships  have  bee» 
my  reward. 

I  must  at  the  same  time  acknowledge  that  a^  I  have  beea  s^ 
many  yeara  exiled  from  my  country  and  dearest  connexions,   *- 
should  greatly  prefer  an  employment  in  England  ;  but  if  sucb 
cannot  be  my  good  fortune,  I  must  submit  and  throw  myself  up^*** 
your  Grace's  goodness  for  sending  me  abroad  in  such  a  manner  «• 
may  in  some  measure  repay  me  for  the  loss  of  my  so  lately-regain^ 
happiness,  as  well  as  that  I  sustain  from  being  deprived  of  i^ay 
rank  in  the  Marine  Corps,  with  several  other  unlucky  circu^"*^ 
stances  which  my  unfortunate  detention  in  New  South  Wfi^l^* 
occasioned. 

I  shall  not  longer  intrude  upon  your  Grace's  valuable  time  tto*** 
to  assure  you  that  whatever  emp]o3nnent  you  may  hold  me  wort>l*y 
of  shall  be  discharged  with  the  most  unremitted  attention  to  t>l*^ 
interest  of  my  Sovereign  and  credit  to  your  patronage. 

I  have,  <kc., 
David  Coluks. 

State  of  the  Settlement  on  Norfolk  Island,  November  30th,  17^7- 

Civil  Department. 


Lieutenant-Governor  of  Norfolk 

Island 
Deputy  Judge- Advocate 
Deputy  Provost-Marshal 
Assistant  Surgeon 
Deputy  Commissary 


Superintendants,  Storekeepers, 
1  k.c 

A  %M0\^m  ■••  •••  •••  •• 

1      Women  ... 

1      Children  above  10  yean  old  ... 

I      Children  above  2  years  old    ... 


Captain  Commandant 

Lieutenants 

£nsigns 

Serjeants  ... 

Corporals  .. 

Drummers 


1  Children  under  2  years  old 
MiUiary  Department. 

X  jl  nvav6B ...         ...         ... 

1  Women  ... 
3  Children  above  10  years  old 

2  Children  above  2  years  old 
2  Children  under  2  years  old 
2 


89 
% 
1 
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State  of  the  Settlement  on  Norfoik  Island,  Nov.  30 — eotUd. 


aIvTU  •■•  •••  ■•• 

Women 

Ghildren  above  10  yean  old 


Men 

Women 


People  not  VktvaXUdfrom  the  Public  Stores, 

159      Children  above  2  yean  old 

..    65      Cbikbren  onder  2  yean  old 
•.2 


1997 

dOKOT. 

31  Free  people. 
19 


Fne  People 
Men 


Men  ...        ...        ... 

Women    ... 

Chfldnn  above  10  yean  old 


Free  People, 

33      Children...        ... 

SetUers  from 
...    17      Convicts 

Smameipated, 

18      ^romen  ...        ...        ,„ 

Convicts. 

,..  335  Children  above  2  yean  old 
...  151  Children  under  2  yean  old 
..     13 


10 


45 


9 


Convicts. 


115 
49 


Whole      .. 
Two-thirds 
Half 
Quarter    .., 


Numbers  on  the  different  Rations, 

357  Number  victualled    from    the 

...  120  Stores...        ...        ...        ...  609 

97  Wbolenumberat  Full  Ration     495 

35  Number  in  the  Settlement     ...  875 


Weeks  Provisions  in  the  Stores  at  the  Established  Ration, 


Fkrar,  0; 

Beef 

Pork 


,0 


0 
14 

18 


Sugar 


••• 


0 

0 


Zachh.  Clark,  Dcpy.  Commissary. 


Keturn  of  Stock,  public  and  private,  on  Norfolk  Island,  30th 

November^  1797. 


OovemnMni's  eo  Norfolk  bkmd 

I  Do  on  Phillip Idsml  .... 

avflandMUIteO' 

Settkn^  Laadholderi,  Free  men,  4bc 

King's 


ABBe& 

. 

• 

8 

•^ 

, 

"3      A  1 

1 

n 

1 

3 

&^ 

I 


2 


2 


2 


20 


24 

126 

94 

278 


28 


126 
176 
128 

468 


Swlno. 


40 
Unknown. 
266 
8,772 

•  •  •  • 

4,078 
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1797  Government  and  General  Order. 

a  Dec.  2nd  December,  1797. 

Parole — Preserve.  CJountersign — Stock. 

The  great  number  of  useless  dogs  which  the  people  in  and  aliout 
A  public       ^^*^  town  of  Sydney  have  thought  proper  to  rear  have  now  becoiJn® 
nuisance.      a  public  nuisance,  and  as  the  many  complaints  which  have  t>€C^ 
made  to  the  Governor  of  the  mischiefs  they  are  daily  commit'tTJ^S 
renders  it   necessary  that   some  notice  be  taken  of  them, 
inhabitants  are  hereby  infonned  that  they  are  not  to  rear 
of  those  animals  than  may  be  necessaiy  for  the  protection  of  t. 
dwellings  and  gardens,  and  that  they  are  to  be  careful  to 
them  at  home  for  that  purpose,  as  they  will  be  liable  to  pay^ 
SThy"^*  k  *^^  ^^®  injury  they  commit  upon  the  live  stock  of  others,  wl 
*  it  has  been  observed  they  have  of  late  destroyed  consider 

quant itys  of,  particularly  poultry  and  goats.     If  they  are  at ^1 

time  seen  pursuing  stock  of  any  kind,  except  when  it  ma}-  "  ^ 
necessary  to  hunt  them  out  of  gardens  or  other  enclosures,  tfc::===^^ 
who  may  discover  them  are  hereby  enjoyned  to  shoot  or  otheii^^^^^ 
destroy  them ;  and,  if  i)Ossible,  to  discover  their  owner,  in  or  "^f 
that  the  sufferer  may,  by  the  decision  of  a  magistrate,  reco*^*^^'' 
damages.  Jno.  Huntei 


THE  DISCOVERY  OF  BASS  STRAIT. 

3  Dec.      Mr.  Bass's*  Journal  in  the  Whaleboat,  between   the  3rd         ^^ 
December,  1797,  and  the  25th  of  February,  1798. 

[Printed  from  a  manuscript  in  the  possession  of  the  Hon.  P.  G.  King^^^ 

M.L.C.] 

The  start.  Sunday,  Deer.   3rd. — At  6  p.m.  we   rowed  out  between  ^  ^'^ 

Heads,  and  finding  the  wind  at  N.E.  by  E.  set  the  sails  and  st<w^^ 


*  George  Boffi,  surgeon  of  H.M.S.  Reliance,  was  permitted  by  Hunter  to  take  six 
and  six  weeks'  provisions  in  a  wiialeboat,  to  explore  the  coast  south  of  Sydney.  He  wss  i 
twelve  weelcs,  and  before  his  return  demonstrated  the  existence  of  a  strait  between  Taa 
and  Australia.    At  the  time  he  undertook  this  Journey  he  was  thirt^'-four  years  of  ace, 
was  described  by  his  father-in-law  in  a  letter  to  the  British  Government,  written,  it  Is  t 
posed,  in  1813,  as  "Six  foot  hi^h,  dark  complexion,  wears  spectacles,  a  very  pienetTati'V' 
countenance."    In  Febrxiar>-,  1803,  he  sailed  from  Port  Jackson  in  the  brig  Venus.  for8o«s*^ 
America,  to  procure  salt  meat  and  live  cattle  for  the  settlement.    He  informed  his  brotts^* 
in-law,  Cantain  Waterhouse,  of  H.M  S.  Reliance,  in  a  letter,  written  a  few  hours  before  A« 
sailed  on  the  vo}*age  from  which  he  was  destined  never  to  return,  that  he  proposed  to  caD  <" 
at  Duslcy  Bay,  New  Zealand,  where  the  wreck  of  the  Endeavour  lay  ;  Ihenproceed  for  sflv* 
skins  to  the  islands  Iving  farther  south,  and  finally,  to  make  the  coast  of  Chili  in  seardi  ff 

{)rovisions,  &o.,  for  Kew  South  Wales.  With  this  last  object  in  view,  he  informed  WaUt- 
lOuse  that  he  hod  been  provided  by  Governor  Kinjr  with  a  "very  diplomatic>lookinfr  certtf  * 
cate."  Amontirst  a  number  of  papers  in  the  poceessi'jn  of  Mr.  Pownall,  solicitor,  of  BnaseO 
Stiuare,  London,  is  the  following  statement  :— 

**  London,  Mar  10th,  1811. 
"  In  or  about  the  year  1803,  a  brig  named  the  Harrington,  Captain  William  GampbeiL 
master,  arrived  at  Port  Jackson  from  the  coast  of  Peru,  and  broi^ht  intelligence  that  tbe 
Venus  had  been  taken  by  the  Spaniards  tliat  Mr.  O.  Bass  and  Mr.  Scott,  mate,  had,  to- 
gether with  the  crew,  been  sent  either  to  the  mines  or  further  inland.  A  Spanish  fpentknan 
with  whom  Captain  Campbell  was  trading  told  him  that  Mr.  Bass  was  taken  wh«i  landini; 
in  his  boat,  and  that  the  vessel  was  seized  af  tert^'ards.  Captain  Campbell  had  been  to  Quito, 
to  Valparaiso,  and  to  Valdi\  ia ;  but  it  is  uncertain  at  which  of  those  places  the  alWr 
happened." 


Littlo  Bay. 


bass's  voyage  in  the  WHALEBOAT.  313 

to  the  Boathward.     At  9  we  anchored  in  Little  Harbour,*^  three      1707 
miles  on  this  side  of  Botany  Bay,  for  the  night  looked  squally  3  ^  c  Dec. 
and  uncertain,  and  things  had  not  yet  found  their  proper  places 
in  the  boat. 

At  5  a.m.t  we  sailed  to  the  southward  with  a  light  breeze  at 
north.  At  8,  when  within  3  or  4  miles  of  Watamowley,  the  wind, 
after  wavering  about  for  some  time,  flew  round  to  W.S.W.  and 
blew  violently ;  we  therefore  took  in  the  sails  and  pulled  in  under 
the  clifBs  in  expectation  of  reaching  Watamowley,  but  the  wind  lP\. 
coming  round  further  to  the  southward  we  bore  up  and  went  into  ^  '"^'* 
Port  Hacking. 

Monday,  4th. — P.M. :  Gales  at  W.S.W.  A.M.  6 :  Being  mode- 
rate, we  sailed,  but  at  8  the  wind  headed  in  flurries  ;  we  therefore 
went  into  Watamowley,  being  then  abreast  of  it. 

Tuesday,  5th. — P.M.  :  At  1  sailed  .with  a  fresh  sea-breeze  at 
N.E.,  and  at  sunset  passed  the  Ave  islands  laying  off  Hat  Hill.  Hat  iiiii. 
It  was  calm  all  night,  but  in  the  morning  we  stood  along  the  land 
iHth  a  light  air  almost  at  ea«t,  which  continued  until  noon,  when 
our  latitude  was  34'  36'. 

Wednesday,  6th. — P.M.:  At  1  the  air  of  wind  freshened  up 
into  a  breeze,  and  at  the  same  time  southemed  so  much  that  we 
could  not  lay  along  the  land ;  we  therefore  went  into  a  bight  and 
anchored,  j 

The  shore  in  this  bight,  and  also  for  some  distance  on  each  side 
of  it,  bears  evident  marks  of  volcanic  fire.  Several  of  the  little 
heads  and  points  are  of  a  basaltic  nature ;  some  irregular,  others 
columnar  basaltis.  Upon  landing,  I  perceived,  near  the  extremity  ^iJJ^*]^^ 
of  one  of  the  heads,  the  rocks  laying  scattered  about  in  a  very 
irregular  manner,  and  upon  examination  it  appeared  that  a  volcanic 

Endorsed  upon  the  back  of  the  for^poing  statement  is  the  following  memomndum  in 
another  hand : — 

"  LieoVt  ntsmaurice  was  at  Valparaiso  and  St.  Jago  de  Chili  in  the  months  of  September 
and  October,  1806,  and  at  Lima  from  November  following  till  April  of  the  next  yea*".  The 
whole  of  the  British  prisoners  remaining  in  the  Vice-Royalties  of  Peru  and  Chili,  and  the 
Provinoee  of  Conception,  were  released,  and  vent  to  Europe. 

"  If  such  a  person  had  been  taken  at  Valdivia,  he  would  have  been  sent  to  one  of  the  above- 
mentioned  places. 

"  A  person  of  the  name  of  Bass,  as  well  as  I  can  recollect,  I  heard  of  being  in  Lima,  five  or 
six  jears  before  I  went  there.  Wm.  FrrzMAURicK." 

The  following  letter,  the  original  of  which  is  in  the  Record  Office  in  London,  throws  some 
Itfl^t  on  the  probable  fate  of  this  unfortunate  navigator  :— 

**  Liverpool,  New  South  Wales,  15th  December,  1817. 

*'  I  have  Just  heard  a  report  that  Mr.  Bass  is  alive  3'^et  in  South  America.  A  captn.  of  a 
ressel  belonging  to  this  port,  trading  among  the  islands  to  the  cast,  feU  in  with  a  whaler, 
and  the  captn.  informed  he  had  eeen  such  a  person,  and  described  the  person  of  Mr. 
Baas.  The  captn.  of  a  vessel  out  of  this  port  knowing  Mr.  Bass  well,  he  is  of  a  belief,  the 
description  that  the  master  of  the  whaler  gives  of  him,  it's  certainly  Mr.  Bass— being  a  doctor 
too— which  is  still  a  stronger  reason.  I  am,  Ac,         Tiioa.  Moorb. 

Some  interesting  particulars  ooncemlog  Bass's  early  life  are  given  in  Sidney's  "Three 
Colonies  of  Australia,"  p.  60  (note). 

It  will  be  noticed  that  Bass  makes  no  allusion  in  this  journal  to  the  seven  escaped  convicts 
whom  Collins  states  (vol.  ii,  p.  94)  he  found  on  an  island  when  returning  to  Port  Jackson. 

*  Now  known  as  Little  Bay. 

t  In  following  Bass's  movements,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  times  given  in  this 
Journal  arc  those  of  the  nautical  day,  which  was  reckoned  from  noon  to  noon. 

X  Evidently  the  bight  of  which  Point  Bass  forms  the  southern  extremity. 
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eruption  had  formerly  taken  place  there.  The  earth  for  a  oonaidor- 
able  difitanoe  round,  in  a  form  i^proaching  to  that  of  a  cirde^ 
seemed  to  have  given  way  ;  it  waB  now  a  greea  dope. 

Towards  the  centre  was  a  deep  ragged  hole  of  about  25  or  30 
feet  in  diameter,  and  on  one  side  of  it  the  sea  washed  in  through  a 
subterraneous  passage  with  a  most  tremendous  noise.  The  pieces 
of  rock  that  lay  scattered  about  had  all  been  burnt,  but  some  were 
in  a  state  of  scoria. 

Nothing  can  be  said  as  to  the  soil,  for  the  easternmost  part  of 
the  Blue  Mountains  comes  to  ihe  sea  here.*  At  10  p.m.,  the  wind 
coming  at  east,  we  stood  to  the  southward. 

Thursday,  7  th. — P.M  :  At  1  passed  Long  Nose  Point,  to  the 
southward  of  which  the  coast  bights  backs  considerably  to  the 
westward,  and  forms  a  long  bay,  whose  southern  extremity  is 
terminated  by  Cape  St.  €reorge.t 

At  5,  seeing  an  opening  in  the  bottom  of  the  bay,^  we  judged  it 
to  be  an  inlet,  and  ran  down  to  it,  but  found  it  to  be  a  shallow 
lagoon,  with  a  bar  breaking  all  across  the  mouth ;  we  theref(»« 
rowed  on  along  the  bay  for  a  rocky  projecting  point  that  promised 
fair  for  affording  shelter,  and  at  6  came  up  with  it,  and  found  a 
small  river,  into  which  we  went.  This  litde  place,  which  deserves 
no  better  a  name  than  Shoals  Haven,  for  it  is  not  properly  a  river, 
is  very  narVow  at  the  entrance,  the  south  side  of  which  is  formed 
by  the  rocky  point,  and  the  north  by  a  breaking  spit  of  sand  that 
runs  out  from  a  sandy  point ;  within  it  widens,  but  the  channel, 
though  deep,  is  very  small,  the  greater  part  being  filled  up  by  shoals, 
of  mud  and  sand. 

The  country  round  it  is  in  general  low  and  swampy,  and  the  soil 
for  the  most  part  is  rich  and  good,  but  seemingly  much  subject  to 
extensive  inundations. 

There  are,  however,  at  6  or  8  miles  back  from  the  head  of  the 
west  branch,  many  thousand  acres  of  open  ground  which  never 
can  be  overflowed,  whose  soil  is  a  rich  vegetable  mould. 

These  extensive  openings  must  formerly  have  been  swamps,  but 
now  filled  up  by  repeated  floodings  and  the  annual  decay  of  vege- 
table growth. 

Patches  and  points  of  trees,  the  islands,  and  points  of  the  former 
swamps  still  remain  to  shew  what  the  country  has  once  been. 

The  vicinity  of  that  body  of  mountains  which  we  call  the  Blue 
Mountains  does  not  a  little  contribute  towards  keeping  this  part 
of  the  low  land  wetter  than  it  would  otherwise  be.     From  Long 

*  This  nogt  of  moaataias,  which  Baas  regarded  as  a  oontiimaiiae  of  the  Blue  MoimteiiM» 
is  now  known  as  the  IXlAwanm  Baqge,  aod  nm  in  a  N.E.  direction  fMm  Kangaloon  to  Ihe 
coast-line  near  Goal  CUlf. 

t  Captain  Oook  first  sighted  the  cape  now  known  as  Oape  8t  Geoqce  on  24th  kptUt  1770. 
Hawkesworth  (vol.  lil,  p.  487)  states  that  the  nanie  given  to  the  point  was  CapeOeonrs ;  hot 
in  all  Cook's  maps,  and  in  that  which  Hawkesworth  published,  it  appears  asOipe  St.  George. 

t  It  will  be  seen  by  the  memorandum  at  the  eondnsion  of  this  Journal  (post,  p.  3St)  that 


Bass  luMl  been  misled  by  Bowen's  cakmlatione. 
Fohit  is  evidently  Ihat  at  the  nortlieni  extieuilty 


The  point  Bass  here  refers  to  as  Umg  Now 
of  Bevea-mlle  Beadh. 
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j^oae  Point  they  ran  inland  about  S. W.,  and  form  to  the  country      1797 
^cve  88  complete  a  barrier  to  the  north  and  west  as  they  do  at  7  to  10  Dec 
^Qti  Jackson  to  the  south  and  west.    Here,  indeed,  their  southern 
^uctremity — that  is,  that  point  of  them  which  is  formed  by  their 
tmraiog  off  sharp  to  the  north-west — ^is  perfectly  distinct,  whereas 
'tdieic  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  we  are  as  completely  shut  in 
)jj  them  to  the  northward  as  to  the  southward,  though  that  part 
lias  not  yet  been  traced. 

The  Blue  Mountains,  in  short,  appear  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  SuppoMti 
\ody  of  mountains  tfaat^  getting  up  somewhere  to  the  northward —  the  Blue' 
'where,  we  cannot  tell,  but  not  very  far,  I  am  well  convinced,  on  Mountains. 
'the  north  side  of  Fort  Stephens,  perha(»s  at  Cape  Hawke — run 
southerly  in  about  a  S.b.W.  or  S.S.  W.  direction  as  far  as  the  Cow 
Tkstores,  and  then  turn  away  eastward  and  come  to  the  sea  18 
or  20  miles  to  the  southward  of  Botany  Bay.      Their  breadth 
^^rhere  they  oome  to  the  sea  is  about  25  or  30  miles,  but  I  suspect 
tiiat  as  they  advance  northward  their  breadth  decreases. 

During  my  examination  of  the  country  back  of  Shoals  Haven  shoais 
I  fell  in  with  an  arm  of  water  that,  upon  tracing  down  to  the  sea,  r*?p®" 
I  found  to  be  the  main  stream  of  the  barred  lagoon  that  we  had 
in  vain  attempted  to  enter.  It  runs  about  9  or  10  miles  west- 
^vrard  until  it  strikes  upon  the  mountains  laying  S.W.,  and  then 
waiters  them  with  high  rocky  banks  similar  to  those  of  the  Grose, 
Tench,*  and  George's  Rivers,  on  this  side  the  mountains.  The  south 
liank  of  this  arm  is  a  slip  of  soil  exactly  resembling  the  banks  of 
t^he  Hswkesbury.  At  its  back  lie  the  extensive  plains  ali*eady 
»«poken  of. 

However  capable  the  soil  of  this  country  might,  upon  a  more 
ctocnrate  investigation,  be  found  to  be  of  agricultural  improve- 
xi[Kent,  certain  it  is  that  the  difficulty  of  shipping  off  the  produce  Absence  cf 
iKiust  ever  remain  a  bar  to  its  colonization.      A  nursery  of  cattle  harbouw. 
niight  perhaps  be  carried  cm  here  with  advantage,  and  that  sort 
of  produce  ships  off  itself. 

The  tide  in  Shoals  Haven  rises  7  or  8  feet,  and  flows  full,  and  The  tide. 
ohAnges  about  half-past  8.     The  ebb  shoots  down  strong.     The 
Istdtnde  of  it  I  made  to  be  34""  52". 

Sunday,  10th. — ^P.M. :  ^,  sailed  to  the  southward  with  a  strong 
l>reeze  at  N.E.  At  2  passed  Cape  St.  George,  in  which  I  suspect 
'there  ib  a  vein  of  coal,  but  altho'  I  took  some  pains  when  at  Port 
O^ervis  to  get  down  upon  the  face  of  the  cliff,  yet  I  never  could 
approach  near  enough  to  ascertain  whether  it  was  coal  or  only  slate. 

At  3  entered  Jervis  Bay.     This  is  a  wide  open  bay  of  a  very  Jenis  Bay. 
Unpromising  appearance  upon  first  entering  it.    On  the  north  and 
^.EL  side,  from  Point  Perpendicular  to  Cuckold's  Point,!  the  shore 

*  Now  known  ••  the  Nepean  River. 

t  it  wUl  be  ea«B  fimn  the  meroomidum  att«died  to  this  journal  that  Cuckold's  Point  v>tB 
dentical  with  the  Long  Noae  Point  of  Oaptidn  Cook.-  Poet,  p.  882. 
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is  steep  rocks  ;  one  beach  and  a  little  cove,  which,  from  being  tl».« 
only  place  we  found  fresh  water  in,  I  have  called  Freshwater  Cov^> 
excepted.     There  are  two  streams  of  water  in  this  cove,  and  la^^gT^ 
holes  like  tanks,  seemingly  always  full.    Any  launch  might  at  h.^^' 
tide  fill  her  casks  with  a  hose,  baling  it  out  of  the  tank  into  '^^ 
mouth  of  the  hose.     Between  Cuckold's  Point,  which  is  a  l^r3Bg 
rocky  point  like  an  artificial  pier,  and  the  northernmost  beach,      o^ 
this  north  side  is  what  appeai-s  to  be  the  most  proper  place 
anchorage.     Even  here  ships  are  not  landlocked ;  but  I  conject 
from  a  comparison  of  the  large  swell  rolling  into  the  mouth  of 
bay  with  the  smoothness  of  the  water  in  this  anchoring-plac 
the  time  we  were  there,  that  they  might  at  most  or  all  times 

in  safety,  and  even  with  ease  to  themselves  and  ground-tacklL ng* 

The  N.  W.,  west,  and  south  sides  are  all  shoal  beaches,  with  a  he^^»vy 
surf  breaking  upon  them. 

Bowen's  Island  lies  about  a  fourth  of  a  mile  from  the  so^^^nth 
point  of  the  bay,  but  nothing  larger  than  boats  can  pass  betwe=^=*n, 
on  account  of  reefs  that  run  out  from  each  and  nearly  join.  '^^ 
a  little  beach  upon  the  inner  part  of  the  island  there  appears 
be  shelter  for  shipping,  wiUi  the  wind  as  far  round  as  S.K, 
about  8  fathoms,  on  a  firm  sandy  bottom. 

The  country  round  the  bay  is  in  general  barren.     The  noi 
side  is  rocky,  brushy,  and  heathy.     The  west  is  low  and  swam 
but  sandy.      In  patches  of  a  few  score  acres  the  ground 
tolerably  good,  but  these  are  distant  from  each  other,  and 
much  intersected  by  lagoons  and  salt  swamps  to  promise  any 
vantage  by  cultivation.    The  south  is  grassy  and  brushy,  and  mi 
serve  for  the  pasturage  of  cattle.      The  bay  near  its  mouth  set. 
at  some  past  period  to  have  undergone  a  change  of  form  by  U-   ^® 
operation  of  volcanic  fire.     The  rocks  on  the  N.E.  side  bear  stro:^^^ 
marks  of  it,  and  being  disposed  in  parallel  layers,  their  declinati 
from  the  horizontal  line  is  sufficiently  evident.     Their  fall  h 
been  to  the  westward.     Great  quantities  of  pumice-stone  are  \yi^^ 
scattered  about  to  some  distance  along  the  shore.     Bo  wen's 
has  altogether  suffered  an  alteration  by  the  earth  imder  its 
side  giving  way.     The  parallel  strata  now  make  with  the  su 
of  the  sea  an  angle  of  not  less  than  14  or  18  degrees. 

The  north  part  of  the  bay  bights  in  so  far  that  all  the  N. 
shore  of  it,  together  with  the  coast  on  northward  as  far  as  Ca:pe9^ 
Greorge,*  a  distance  of  14  or  15  miles,  is  nothing  more  than  a 
narrow-necked  peninsula  ;  the  south  part  of  the  bottom  of  the 
between  Long  Nose  and  Cape  George,  being  not  more  than  thi«^ 
or  four  hundred  yards  distant  from  the  north  part  of  Jervis  Bay- 
In  the  sketch  Capt.  Bowen  has  given  of  this  bay  he  lays  doWiJ 
a  conjectural  river  10  or  11  miles  north  of  Point  Perpendicular. 

*  Bass,  misled  by  Bowen's  data,  placed  Cape  St.  George  to  the  north  initewl  of  lo  tb^ 
south  of  Jen  is  Boy.  -Post,  p.  83i 
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^  "talked  over  and  examined  this  place,  but  found  it  to  be  only  a      1797 
^^p  notch  in  the  cliffs,  without  landing-place  or  shelter  for  vessels  lo  to  17  uce. 
^f  any  kind. 

Wednesday,  13th. — At  9  a.m.  sailed,  with  a  fresh  N.E.  sea- 
breeze.  At  noon  our  latitude  was  35°  16',  the  Pidgeon  House 
bearing  west. 

Thursday,  14th. — P.M. :  Wind  fresh,  N.E.  At  3  passed  an 
islaiid,  laying  S.E.  from  the  Pidgeon  House,  upon  which  we  b™«'» 
observed  a  pole  or  stump  sticking  on  so  high  and  conspicuous  a 
part  that  we  had  every  reason  to  believe  some  shipwrecked  persons 
liad  erected  it  there.  There  was  too  heavy  and  fiery  a  following 
sea  for  us  to  dare  to  haul  up  for  it  now ;  wo  therefore  left  it  for 
our  return.* 

At  5  we  entered  Bateman  Bay. 

Bateman  Bay  falls  far  short  of  that  respectable  figure  it  makes  Batcmau's 
in  the  charts,  for  its  depth  back  is  not  more  than  a  mile,  and  its  ^' 
length  a  mile  and  three-fourths  or  two  miles.  It  has  a  high  steep 
i^orth  head,  behind  which  it  runs  in  northerly  about  a  fourth  of  a 
Hiile,  but  there  is  no  shelter  except  merely  from  northerly  winds. 
Even  in  the  furthest  comer  there  is  too  much  surf  upon  the  l>each 
&)r  any  boat  to  lay  without  constant  attendance. 

The  north  and  south  sides  are  hilly.  Grass  grows  tolerably  Dcsoription 
luxuriant  upon  them,  but  they  seem  only  fit  for  feeding  cattle,  country. 
The  land  on  the  west  side  is  low  and  wet,  but  a  few  grassy  risings 
^Xiight  afford  good  sites.  The  vallies  and  the  slopes  of  several  of 
trlie  little  hills  at  some  distance  back  are  capable  of  cultivation, 
^^me  of  them  to  great  advantage.  The  only  difference  remarkablcj 
^^  the  vegetable  productions  is  the  increased  size  of  the  she  and 
'i'vramp  oaks. 

Friday,  15th. — P.M. :  10,  sailed  with  a  sea-breeze  at  E.N.E.  At 
^oon  our  latitude  was  35**  43',  two  or  three  small  islands  lying 
^lose  under  the  shore ;  bore  west. 

Saturday,  16th. — P.M. :  At  7  anchored  for  the  night  under  the  Anciiored 
l^e  of  a  point.  .  .  .  f^J^.h't.^ 

A.  M.  :  Daylight,  sailed  with  an  air  at  west.  At  6  the  wind 
flew  round  to  south,  bore  up,  and  laid  the  boat  upon  the  end  of  a 
*ittle  beach  under  the  same  point  we  had  started  from. 

Sunday,  17th. — P.M  :  Employed  in  examining  the  country  round 
^bout  us.  The  fonn  of  the  ground  in  general  is  either  low  and 
Hwampy  or  at  once  inclining  to  the  mountainous,  there  being  little 
Or  none  upon  a  plane.  The  whole  is  intersected  by  extensive  salt 
^iwamps  and  the  arms  of  a  branching  lagoon  that  comes  to  the  sea 
^boat  a  mile  to  the  noi-thward  of  the  point,  t     A  ridge  of  low  but  Turos  Lake. 

*  This  was  ap})arently  Brush  Island,  about  sixteen  miles  north  of  Batcman's  Ba^*. 
t  It  would  appear  from  thi<9  that  the  point  under  which  Boss  anchored  was  that  now  known 
--%«  Marka  Point.    It  is  situated  about  a  mile  to  the  south  of  the  entrance  of  the  lanre  salt- 
water lagoon  into  which  the  Turos  River  empties  itself.    Bass  in  the  course  of  this  day 
'  unnoticed  the  entrance  of  the  Moruya  River. 
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1707      hnmmocky  hills  is  paasing  along  to  the  southward,  at  the  distainoe 

17  to  18  Deo.  of  ahout  8  or  9  miles  back. 

Nature" f  "^^^  qualities  of  the  soil  are  but  very  indifferent.     Some  of  the 

the  country,  best  of  the  low  ground  before  you  approach  the  edges  of  the 
swamps  IB  thickly  covered  with  long  grass  and  fern,  but  the  soil  is 
sandy  and  light.  A  wet  salt  marsh  then  leads  you  down  into  the 
swamp&  The  sides  of  the  hills  where  they  do  not  rise  up  from 
the  lake  or  swamp  side  very  suddenly  are  really  meadows^  but 
these  are  few  in  number.  The  tops  of  some  of  the  lower  hiUs  are 
well  grassed,  but  the  soil  is  too  poor  and  sandy  for  cultivation. 

The  country  seems  to  be  at  all  times  but  sparingly  watered,  but 
it  is  now  in  a  state  of  drought.  In  the  course  of  our  round  of  not 
less  than  12  or  14  miles  we  could  not  find  a  drop  of  fresh  water, 
altho'  the  heat  of  the  day  made  us  search  for  it  with  extreme 

Abwnoeof  eagernes&  We  met  with  numbers  of  native  huts  deserted,  the 
*  cause  of  which  appeared  when  we  traced  down  their  paths  to  the 
dried  up  waterholes  they  had  dug  in  the  very  heart  of  the  largest 
of  the  swamps.  We  saw  here  tiie  only  grey  kangaroo  we  ever 
met  with  during  our  whole  absence.  The  latitude  of  this  point 
is  36°  00'. 

A.M.  :  The  wind  came  strong  at  N.N.W.,  therefore  as  soon 
as  we  had  daylight  enough  to  get  the  boat  through  the  surf 
we  launched  her  and  proceeded  on  to  the  southward.     At  11 

Montague  passed  Mount  Dromedary.  There  is  an  island  laying  off  ihis 
mount,  of  about  2  miles  in  circuit,  and  about  the  same  distance 
from  the  main.     At  noon  our  latitude  was  36°  23'. 

Monday,  18th. — ^P.M.  :  4,  after  falling  away  gradually  to  a  light 
breeze  at  N.N.  W.,  the  wind  suddenly  burst  out  at  south  and  blew 

b  Mte  ***''^  hard ;  we  therefore  hauled  in  for  a  break  in  the  land  that  we 
had  just  before  bore  away  for.  At  5  landed  in  a  sheltered  little 
beach  at  the  mouth  of  an  inlet  that  broke  across.  At  10  am., 
seeing  the  mouth  of  the  inlet  did  not  break,  we  went  in  and  ex- 
amined it  Were  it  not  for  the  extreme  shallowness  of  the  bar 
this  little  inlet  would  be  a  complete  harbour  for  small  craft,  but  a 
small  boat  even  must  watch  her  times  for  going  in.  At  high  water 
there  is  not  more  than  8  or  9  feet.  The  upper  part  of  this  place 
is  a  kind  of  lagoon,  or  at  least  a  flat,  but  the  lower  part  downwards, 
as  far  as  the  bar,  is  one  of  the  prettiest  little  harbours  as  to  form 
that  was  perhaps  ever  seen.     One  would  take  it  to  have  been 

A  model       intended  as  the  model  of  some  large  deep  harbour.     Every  small 

harbour.  bight  has  its  little  white  sandy  beach,  and  every  turning  its  firm 
rocky  point,  the  depth  of  the  water  holding  a  corre^onding  pro- 
portion to  the  size  of  the  model. 

The  ground  round  it  as  far  as  I  examined  is  rocky  and  barren 
ia  front,  and  low  suid  salt  at  the  head  of  it. 

^^outh  I  have  named  the  place  Barmouth  Creek  ;  its  latitude  by  com- 
putation is  about  36°  47'. 
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Toesdajy  19th.— «>A  M.  :  Sailed  at  daylight  with  a  light  breeze  at  1797 
If.K.W;  at  7  rounded  the  north  point  of  a  bay  which  seemed  lotossDec. 
<Al>able  of  affording  security  for  shipping.  At  9,  the  sea-breeze 
^i^^ng  at  N.K,  we  continued  sailing  round  the  bay,  and  then 
s^ood  away  to  the  southward ;  for  I  thought  it  better  to  leave 
^  bay  for  further  examination  at  our  return  than  lose  a  fair 
^opportunity  of  getting  to  the  southward.''^ 

Wednesday,  20th. — P.M. :  Wind  N.E.     At  5,  the  wind  coming  Cape  Howe. 
*t  8.S.W.,  we  anchored  under  the  lee  of  a  point,  but  could  not 
bmd.  - 

A.M.  :  Daylight,  with  a  light  air  at  north ;  10,  sea-breeze  at 
iN.E ;  11,  passed  Cape  Howe ;  at  noon  our  latitude  37°  30'. 

Thursday,  21st.--^P.M. :  5,  landed  in  a  little  bightf  upon  the  end 

of  a  little  beach  about  a  mile  north  of  the  Ram  Head  to  fill  as  much  Ram  Howl. 

Irater  as  we  could  cask,  for  as  the  coast  was  now  very  rapidly 

becoming  more  sandy  and  low  as  we  advanced  to  the  southward, 

^nd  we  had  every  reason  to  believe  the  country  at  this  time  to  be 

everywhere  unusually  dry,  I  was  under  some  apprehension  that, 

Unless  we  had  a  stock  of  water  to  serve  for  several  days,  we 

might  be  obliged  to  return  to  the  northward  from  the  difRculty  of 

meeting  with  it,  and  so  lose  the  object  of  our  research. 

Friday,  22nd. — A  gale  set  in  at  S.  W.  b.  W.,  which  continued  for 
"tea  days.  The  country  here  is  in  general  low,  sandy,  and  not  a  sterile  soil. 
^without  lagoons,  yet  in  figure  hilly,  but  the  hills  are  little  else 
t^han  sand ;  they  have  indeed  a  patched  covering  of  green  which 
might  deceive  the  eye  at  a  distance,  but  the  usual  sterility  of  soil 
Mill  prevails.  The  best  1  have  been  able  to  find  is  like  what  at 
fort  Jackson  is  reckoned  so  favourable  for  potatoes,  which  is  a 
mixture  of  sand  with  a  very  small  proportion  of  vegetable  earth. 

The  general  productions  are  short  deformed  gum-trees,  the  The  timber. 
^ea-tree,  some  small  shrubs,  and  patches  of  an  almost  impenetrable 
Underwood  of  small  brush,  ground  fern,  and  vines.  The  foliage  of 
^e  underwood  is  rich  and  green,  but  the  trees  are  far  more  dusky 
ajid  brown  than  I  have  seen  anywhere  else.  A  luxuriant  crop  of 
^rass  may  occasionally  be  found  in  places  where  the  underwood 
has  thinned  off,  but  the  soil  is  still  the  same.  Where  thick  grass 
1>elly-high  and  fern  plants  are  gi'owing  together  one  might  expect 
«  better  soU,  but  it  is  only  a  blackish  sand  like  the  rest. 

It  is  but  very  few  miles  that  I  have  been  able  to  penetrate  into  Tiio  interior. 
ibis  close  country,  but  by  the  sand  patches,  which  when  I  ascended 
the  Kam  Head  I  could  distinctly  see  peeping  out  of  the  sides  of 
the  back  hills,  I  can  conclude  no  otherwise  than  that  the  soil  to 
a  great  distance  inland  is  equally  [as]  poor  as,  if  not  worse  than, 
that  which  I  have  already  trodden  over. 

•  This  «M  evidently  Twofold  Bay.     See  the  entr>'  under  dale  .15th  February,  1796.— 
?«»t,p.329. 

t  Doubtieae  that  now  known  as  Wlngan  Inlet 
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30  Dec.  to 
1  Jan. 

The  8Uppli» 
of  fresh 
water. 


An  anchor 
lost. 


1797-8  We  had  remarked  at  every  stage  from  Jervis  Bay  to  Barmouth 
Creek  that  the  fresh  water  kept  increasing  both  in  badness  and  in 
difficulty  of  procuring  it. 

On  this  coast  of  almost  mere  sand  we  expected  the  difficulty  to 
increase  in  a  still  greater  proportion,  but  we  were  deceived,  for 
there  are  here  many  little  runs  of  excellent  water  that,  draining 
out  of  the  sandhills,  trickle  over  the  rocky  spots  at  their  feet  or 
sink  through  the  beaches  into  the  sea. 

Saturday,  30th. — The  gale  broke  up,  and  we  had  a  light  breeze 
at  E.N.E.  The  boat  had  never  been  beached  all  the  time  we  had 
been  here,  for  at  high  water  the  surf  washed  up  over  the  beach  to 
the  foot  of  the  sand-cliflfs,  but  she  lay  off  at  an  anchor  in  a  place 
where,  though  a  swell  came  in,  no  breaking-water  could.  When 
we  attempted  to  weigh  the  anchor  to  go  out  we  found  it  so  com- 
pletely buried  in  the  sand  that  the  boat  could  not  lift  it ;  we  there- 
fore waited  till  low  water,  and  then  attempted  with  our  feet  and 
with  sticks  to  scrape  away  the  sand  from  it,  but  in  vain.  We 
tried  at  the  next  low  water,  when  the  cable  parted  at  the  clinch, 
and  after  some  further  ineffectual  attempts  we  gave  it  up  as  irre- 
coverable, unless  that  at  our  return  the  sand  that  the  late  gale  had 
thrown  into  the  corner  should  be  by  that  time  worked  out  again. 
The  anchor  was  not  buried  less  thati  4  or  5  feet. 

Sunday,  31st. — A.M. :  Daylight,  got  out  and  steered  along  to  the 
southward  in  anxious  expectation,  being  now  nearly  come  u|)on  an 
hitherto  unknown  part  of  the  co&st  The  wind  was  at  E.N.K  ; 
our  course  up  till  noon,  when  our  latitude  was  37  ^  42',  waa  about 
W.S.W.;  we  had  then  run,  according  to  our  rough  way  of  reckon- 
Appearance  ing,  about  30  miles,  the  land  all  the  way  being  of  nearly  the  same 
eooas.  j^^jgj^|.  j^g  about  the  Kam  Head — in  front,  long  beaches  at  the 
bottom  of  bights  of  no  great  depth,  lying  between  low  rocky  pro- 
jecting points — there  might  be  about  three  of  these  in  the  whole 
distance;  in  the  back  land  lay  some  short  ridges  of  lumpy  irregular 
hills  at  a  little  distance  from  the  sea. 

Monday,  Jan.  1,  1798. — P.M. :  The  wind  continued  at  RN.E., 
and  we  steered  along  close  in  with  the  land.  By  9  we  supposed  our- 
selves to  have  gone  upon  a  nearly  W.S.W.  course  about  from  30  to 
36  miles,  but  we  here  and  there  observed  a  draining  of  a  current 
which  increased  the  uncertainty.  The  land  in  the  whole  of  this 
distance  was  nothing  but  a  low  beach — a  very  small  hummock 
appeared  indeed  every  now  and  then  inland.  There  were  many 
large  smokes  behind  the  beach,  as  we  conjectured  by  the  sides  of 
lagoons,  of  which  there  was  reason  to  believe  the  back  country 
was  full. 

At  10,  being  bright  moonlight  and  the  sky  without  a  cloud,  we 
could  see  the  land  distinctly  ;  it  was  still  low  and  level.  At  11-30 
we  lost  the  distinct  sight,  so  as  not  to  be  able  to  judge  of  any  gaps 
or  breaks  there  might  be  in  it ;  it  was  low,  however,  but  a  haze 


Xhiety-mile 
Beach. 


A  moonligrht 
ni^ht 
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"*d  arisen  over  it.     At  12,  the  haze  thickening,  we  could  scarcely       1798 

^  the  land  at  all.     At  2  a.m.,  the  sea  becoming  more  hollow  and  ^  ^  o  Jmi. 

'ofty,  we  judged  ourselves  to  be  getting  into  shoal  water,  or  that 

the  beach  was  altering  its  direction  ;  we  therefore  hauled  out  to 

8.W.  b.  S.,  having  since  9  ran  about  S.W.  10  or  12  miles.     At 

3*10  sufficient  day  had  broken  in  upon  the  sky  for  us  to  see  the 

laod ;  it  was  still  low  and  level  sand,  and  seemed  to  trend  in  nearly 

"tlie  direction  of  our  course.     At  7  we  were  surprised  by  the  sight 

of  high  hummocky  land  right  ahead,  but  at  a  considerable  distance.  Wilson's 

^e  steered  for  it,  but  that  did  not  oblige  us  to  quit  the  beach,  for  Si^-"^"' 

it  also  appeared  to  be  making  the  same  way  in  nearly  as  straight  a 

oonrse  as  it  was  able.    At  noon  our  latitude  was  38**  41';  the  high 

land  was  now  abreast  of  us;  its  northernmost  end  bore  W.  b.  N.,  2 

or  3  miles.  There  were  several  small  islands  laying  in  various  direc- 

trioos  to  the  southward.     Vast  flights  of  petrels  and  other  birds 

flying  about  us.  Our  course  and  distance  since  3*10  had  been  about 

S.W.  b.  S.  from  35  to  40  miles  or  more,  the  beach  keeping  by  the 

side  of  us  until  within  a  few  miles  of  the  liigh  land,  where  it 

|>ighted  back  in  two  or  three  places  that  had  the  appearance  of 

inlets.     I  now  found  we  had  filled  up  the  before  unexplored  space 

between  what  is  called  Point  Hicks,  a  point  we  could  not  at  all  dis-  Point  Hicks, 

tinguish  from  the  rest  of  the  beach,  and  the  land  seen  by  Furneaux 

Ui  latitude  39"*  00',  for  this  high  hummocky  land  could  be  no  other 

tlian  the  land  seen  by  him. 

Tuesday,  2nd. — P.M. :  We  stood  in  to  the  southward  along  by  the 
high  land,  with  the  wind  fresh  at  E.N.E.  At  2  steered  down  for 
*  large  hummock,  bearing  S.  i  K,  that  had  just  risen  out  of  the 
"^ater,  and  from  its  being  so  much  larger  than  the  rest,  I  suppose 
'xiight  be  the  main  continued  on  by  very  low  land  from  the  back 
part  of  Fumeaux's  Land.  At  4  the  hummock  proved  to  be  an  Rounding 
^and.  Furneaux  s  Land,  too,  appeared  like  an  island;  we  could  *J®  Promon- 
see  no  land  joining  to  it,  either  on  the  east  or  west  sides.  We 
^ntinued  standing  on  for  the  hummock  island,  expecting,  as  it 
Seemed  large,  to  get  shelter  there,  or,  perhaps,  landing. 

At  6  we  anchored  under  its  lee,  but  could  not  land.  Yast  num- 
^rs  of  petrels,  gulls,  and  other  birds  were  roosting  upon  it,  and 
^*i  the  rocks  were  many  seals  with  a  remarkably  long  tapering 
^©ck  and  sharp-pointed  head.  At  daylight,  the  wind  being  very 
^rong  at  N.E.  b.  E.,  and  apprehending  we  should  not  fetch 
fumeaux's  Land,  I  judged  it  best  to  steer  about  S.  i  E.  for  the  '"  ^ 
^slands  lying  to  the  northward  of  Van  Dieman's  Land.  Accord- 
**^gly,  we  sailed,  but  at  6  the  wind  shifted  to  E.  b.  S.,  when  I 
Presently  found  from  the  sea  that  was  going,  and  the  leo  way  the 
^at  was  making  by  being  obliged  every  now  and  then  to  launcli 
**©r  off  to  the  westward  before  the  heaviest  of  the  breaking  seas, 
^*^t  we  should  not  fetch  near  the  land  we  were  steering  for.  I 
^^ood  on,  however,  with  an  intention,  as  we  were  thus  far  from  the 
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17M      main,  to  endeavoar  to  make  the  north  coast  of  Van  Dieman*s 

8  to  5  Jan.  Land,  and  coasting  it  along  to  the  eastward,  return  to  the  north- 
ward by  Cape  Barren.  I  had  hopes  too  of  being  able  to  procure 
rice  at  the  island*  the  Sydney  Cove's  wreck  is  laying  on,  and  by 
that  means  be  enabled  to  lengthen  our  stay  frc»n  Port  Jackson, 
which  would  in  some  measure  do  away  the  effects  of  the  persecution 

Out  of  right  we  had  so  much  experienced  from  foul  winds.  At  noon  our  latitude 
was  39"  5r,  no  land  in  sight  The  south  part  of  Fumeaux's  Land 
I  computed  to  bear  N.N.E.  or  N.K  b.  N.,  the  north  part  of  Van 
Dieman's  Land  about  S.S.E.  or  S.E.  b.  S.  We  were  therefore  at 
the  back  of  the  island  laying  to  the  southward  of  the  Sisters,  and 
might  be  distant  from  it  about  20  or  26  miles  or  more. 

Wednesday,  3rd. — P.M.  :  We  stood  in  south,  the  wind  K  by  S. 

^^jj^y  At  3  the  water  was  observed  to  gush  in  through  the  boat's  side 
pretty  plentifully  near  the  water-line  abaft.  We  had  frequently 
remarked  in  the  course  of  the  morning  how  much  looser  the  boat 
had  become  by  the  last  two  or  three  days'  workinir.  As  there 
appeaml  to  be  some  risque  of  a  plank  starting,  I  determined, 
notwithstanding  the  north  part  of  Van  Dieman's  Land  could  now 
be  at  no  very  great  distance,  to  stand  back  for  Fumeaux's  Land« 
and  coast  along  from  it  in  which  ever  way  the  land  might  trend, 
for  the  state  of  the  boat  did  not  seem  to  allow  of  our  quitting 
the  shore  with  propriety.  At  4  wore  and  stood  to  the  northward, 
keeping  the  boat  close  to  the  wind.  It  was  at  this  time  so  clear 
to  the  southward  that  we  judged  ourselves  capable  of  seeing  land 
a  moderate  height  full  4  or  5  leagues,  had  there  been  any  at  that 
distance.  From  the  time  of  the  observation  until  this  time  we 
had  steered  due  south  at  the  rate  of  2^  or  3  knots  per  hour;  we 
must  therefore  now  have  been  in  the  latitude  40^  00',  at  least. 
At  6  the  wind  back  to  RS.E.,  and  by  9  blew  hard.     A  great 

A  ht§,Ty  iefe.  sea  got  up,  and  ran  very  hollow  and  irregular.  We  had  a  bad 
night  of  it,  but  the  excellent  qualities  of  the  boat  brought  us 
through.  Soon  after  daylight  we  saw  the  island  we  left  the 
morning  before,  bearing  N.E.  b.  E.,  16  or  18  miles,  and  at  6  saw 
Fumeaux's  Land,  and  steered  in  for  it.  At  noon  no  observation, 
there  being  too  much  sea  flying  about. 

Atftochor.  Thursday,  4th. — P.M. :  At  2  we  were  standing  in  under  the 
land  and  looking  out  for  some  place  of  shelter,  and  at  8  anchored 
in  one  of  the  bights,  not  being  able  to  land. 

A.M. :  At  daylight,  the  wind  being  at  N.E.,  we  stood  round  a 
kind  of  bay  lying  along  from  Fumeaux's  Land,  about  west  or  W. 
b.  K.  At  noon  no  observation,  the  sun  being  too  much  over  the 
land. 

d?^  omS*.  ^Wday,  5th.  — P.  M. :  We  continued  running  along  the  shore  about 
W.K.  W.  The  shore  in  the  bights  is  low  and  sandy,  but  wherever 
a  rooky  point  comes  down  to  the  sea  a  ridge  of  high  land  extends 
from  it  backwards  as  far  as  can  be  seen. 

*  Prewrrfttlon  Idand.— Appendix  A. 
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At  7,  seeing  a  large  break  in  the  land,  we  stood  in  for  it  and      1798 
{oQnd  a  strong  outset  of  tide.     Many  shoals  were  breaking  in      5  j^^^ 
different  parts  of  the  entrance,  so  that  we  could  not  then  sec  where 
the  channel  was.     I  therefore  landed  to  look  for  it,  and  found  we 
▼ere  at  the  back  of  a  long  spit  which  we  could  not  now  round,  as 
the  tide  of  flood  was  beginning  to  make  in  strong ;  we  therefore 
vaited  until  high  water,  and  then  crossed  the  spit  and  entered  a  An  extensive 
▼eiy  extensive  harbour.    Our  course,  independent  of  the  bights  we  *^'^"'^- 
had  sailed  round  from  Fumeaux's  Land  to  this  place,  had  been 
about  W.  b.  N.  i  N.,  some  60  or  more  miles. 

We  stayed  here  until  the  1 7th,  for  what  from  the  weather,  the  a  necessary 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  harbour  itself,  and  the  necessary  "^  * 
re^uipment  of  our  boat  and  gear,  I  did  not  find  myself  able  to 
make  up  my  mind  concerning  it  sooner. 

I  have  named  the  place,  from  its  relative  situation  to  every  other 

known  harbour  on  the  coast.  Western  Port.    It  is  a  large  sheet  of  western 

"Water  branching  out  into  two  arms  which  end  in  wide  flats  of   ^^' 

Aeveral  miles  in  extent,  and  it  was  not  until  we  had  been  here 

QODie  days  that  we  found  it  to  be  formed  by  an  island,  and  to  have 

^^0  outlets  to  the  sea — an  eastern  and  a  western  passage.     We 

'^^mi  in  and  came  out  by  the  former,  which  is  winding  and  narrow. 

The  latter,  the  western  entrance,  is,  in  the  present  imperfectly 

^^lown  state  of  them,  the  preferable  one.     As  the  weather  would 

5^t)t  allow  us  to  go  through  it,  I  walked  along  the  west  side  of  the 

J^land  at  a  time  when  it  was  blowing  fresh  from  the  S.W.  and  a 

"**^avy  surf  going  upon  the  shore,  so  that  I  must  have  seen  every- 

Jliing  that  broke,  but  saw  no  br^ikers  except  those  I  have  marked 

the  sketch,  which  I  am  sorry  to  say,  after  all  the  vexation  I 

ve  had  with  it,  is  but  very  imperfect.     The  general  lise  of  tide  The  tide. 

from  10  to  14  feet.     It  flows  on  the  full  and  change  days  about 

f^^lf-past  twelve.     The  soundings  are  frequently  irregular,  which 

^^  perhaps  occasioned  by  the  cross-setting  of  the  tide  out  of  the 

^^^0  arms  into  the  two  outlets,  and  by  the  softness  of  the  bottom, 

^liich  is  chiefly  mud  with  a  little  sand ;  mud  abounds  so  much  that 

"^^^e  greater  part  of  the  points  are  not  approachable  except  towards 

J*ie  top  of  high  water,  and  then  at  the  risque  of  having  your  boat 

*^ft  until  the  next  tide,  for  the  mud  runs  out  far  and  flat,  and  Mud-flat  and 

?^  soft  that  there  is  no  walking  the  boat  over  it.    There  are  indeed  ■*"^'®^    '* 

^^  some  places  sand-shoals,  and  those  tolerably  hard,  but  even 

^''^ey  tail  off*  in  mud.     I  have  not  in  the  sketch*  attempted  to  lay 

^own  all  the  shoals,  except  in  that  place  where  any  vessel  would 

P^  the  most  likely  to  anchor,  or  their  exact  direction.     Accuracy, 

J^dependent  of  its  being  altogether  out  of  my  reach,  would,  I 

"^lieve,  to  anyone  be  the  labour  of  months. 

^^Unfortanatdy.  the  sketch  Bass  made  has  been  lost ;  and  no  copies  of  it  are  known  to 
^^%tk    The  traok  of  hig  wfaaleboat  ii  ibowD,  in  part,  in  a  chart  by  FUnder8.-»Appeiidix  B, 
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Nature  of 
the  soil 


aixl  timber. 


Scaroity  of 
fresh  u'ater. 


The  natives. 


1798  The  land  round  Western  Port  is  low  but  hilly,  the  hills  rising 

5  to  18  Jan.  as  they  recede,  which  gives  it  a  pleasing  appearance.  Upon  the 
borders  of  the  harbour  it  is  in  general  low  and  level.  In  the 
different  places  I  landed  I  found  the  soil  almost  uniformly  the  same 
all  round — a  light  brown  mould  free  from  sand,  and  the  lowest 
lying  grounds  a  kind  of  peaty  earth.  There  are  many  hundred 
acres  of  such  sort  of  ground.  The  grass  and  ferns  grow  luxuri- 
antly, and'  yet  the  country  is  but  thinly  and  lightly  timbered. 
The  gum-tree,  she  and  swamp  oaks,  are  the  most  common  trees. 
Little  patches  of  brush  are  to  be  met  with  everywhere,  but  there 
are  upon  the  east  side  several  thick  brushes  of  some  miles  in  extent, 
whose  soil  is  a  rich  vegetable  mould.  In  fix>nt  of  these  brushes 
are  salt  marshes.  The  island  is  but  barren.  Starved  shrubs 
grow  upon  the  higher  land,  and  the  lower  is  nothing  better  than 
sandy  brushes,  at  this  time  dried  up. 

We  had  great  difficulty  in  finding  good  water,  and  even  tliat 
which  was  brackish  was  very  scarce.  There  is,  however,  every 
appearance  of  an  unusual  drought  in  the  country. 

The  head  of  the  winding  creek  on  the  east  side,  which  I  have 
marked  with  Fresh  Water  in  the  sketch,  was  the  only  place  we 
could  procure  it  at  free  from  a  brackish  taste.  At  half-tide  there 
is  water  enough  over  the  shoals  for  the  largest  boat,  and  within 
the  creek  there  is  at  all  times  a  sufficient  depth. 

There  seem  to  be  but  few  natives  about  this  place.  We  saw 
only  four,  and  that  the  day  after  we  came  in,  but  they  were  so 
shy  we  could  not  get  near  them.  There  are  paths  and  other 
marks  of  them  in  several  places,  but  none  very  recent.  The  want 
of  water  has  perhaps  driven  them  further  back  upon  the  higher 
lands.  We  saw  a  few  of  the  bru.sh  kangaroo,  the  wallabah,  but 
no  other  kind.  Swans  may  be  seen  here,  hundreds  in  a  flight, 
and  ducks,  a  small  but  excellent  kind,  fly  in  thousands.  Tliere  is 
an  abundance  of  most  kinds  of  wild  fowl. 

The  eastern  entrance  of  this  place  has  so  conspicuous  an  appear- 
ance by  the  gap  it  makes  in  the  land  that  it  cannot  fail  of  being 
known  by  any  one  coming  from  the  eastward. 

The  point  of  the  island,  which  is  a  high  cape,  like  a  snapper^s 
head,  forms  an  island.  The  entrance  appears  like  a  passage 
between  it  and  the  main.  The  latitude  of  it  will  be  found  to  be 
somewhere  about  38*  25'. 

As  the  seventh  week  had  now  expii'ed,  our  reduced  stock  of 
previsions  forced  us  to  turn  our  heads  homewards.  We  did  it 
very  reluctantly. 

Thursday,  18th. — At  5  a.m.  we  left  Western  Port  with  a  fresh 
of  wind  at  W.  b.  S.,  and  ran  along  the  shore  eastward  for  Fnr- 
neaux's  Land.  By  10  the  fresh  of  wind  had  increased  to  a  gale, 
and  the  sea,  which  we  found  running  rather  high  when  we  came 
out,  now  began  to  be  very  troublesome.     A  long  S.W.  swell  that 
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«*t  in  upon  the  land  made  it  cross  and  irregular.     This  long  swell       1708 
we  had  observed  in  going  to  the  westward,  when  for  several  days  jg  to  27  Jan. 
before  that  time,  and  almost  ever  since,  the  winds  had  been 
northerly,  and  at  times  very  strong.    At  noon  heavy  squalls,  with 
rain,  fed  the  gale. 

Friday,  19th. — At  3  p.m.  we  got  the  boat  in  upon  a  little  beach  Bcachin>r 
ander  the  weather  shore  of  the  bight  west  of  Furneaux's  Land,  ^^^  *^^- 
the  islands  bearing  E.S.E.  12  or  14  miles. 

Monday,  22nd. — At  5  a.m.,  the  gale  having  broke  up,  and  the  sky 
become  of  a  favourable  appearances,  we  launched  the  boat  and 
went  over  to  the  islands  (lying  on  the  west  side  of  Furneaux's 
Land). 

At  10,  after  having  variable  light  airs  all  the  morning,  it  set 
in  and  blew  strong  at  S.W.  Seeing  a  kind  of  bend  in  one  of  the 
islands  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  main,  which  was  a 
Weather  shore  with  this  wind,  we  went  in  there  and  landed  to 
<5ollect  a  stock  of  petrels  for  our  homeward  supply.  ProvwjonB. 

Tuesday,  23rd. — P.M. :  The  S. -wester  soon  became  a  gale,  but  it 
Was  still  good  laying  off  the  rocks  under  its  lee.      I  therefore 
i^solved  upon  staying  there  all  night,  that  we  might  be  able  at  once 
^  procure  what  birds  we  could  salt  down,  and  then  be  ready  for 
the  first  smooth  day,  and  afterwards  make  the  best  of  our  way  to 
^he  northward.     At  1  a.m.  the  wind  flew  round  to  south  and  blew  a  eoutheriy 
stronger  than  before.      The  sea  now  rolled  in  between  the  island  ^®* 
^nd  the  main,  and  our  station  was  no  longer  tenable,  so  at  day- 
break we  stood  over  towards  the  west  side  of  the  bight  for  the 
kittle  beach  we  had  last  left,  for  there  was  too  much  surf  going 
^pon  the  beaches  under  Furneaux  s  Land  to  put  the  boat  on  shore 
Unless  in  a  case  of  extremity.     At  8  laid  the  boat  upon  the  beach 
On  the  west  side,  having  passed  through  a  sea  that  for  the  very 
^ew  hours  it  had  been  blowing  was  incredibly  high. 

Wednesday,  24th. — P.M. :  The  gale  broke  up  at  south  as  suddenly  A  chaiijrc  of 
as  it  came  on,  and  a  strong  breeze   then  set  in  E.S.E.     A.M. :  "'"'^* 
Gales,  E.S.E. 

Thursday,  25th. — P.M. :  Hard  gales,  E.S.E.  A.M.  :  Moremode- 
)^te,  but  still  a  wild  unsettled  ap|:)ea ranee. 

Friday,  26th. — P.M.:  It  was  almost  calm,  and  the  sky  seemed  to 
be  getting  more  favourable  ;  therefore,  at  4  we  rowed  over  towards 
the  island,  and  at  9  brought  up  under  one  of  them  for  the  night. 
5y  11,  the  wind  blowing  up  fresh  at  west,  bore  away  round 
Fumeaux's  Land. 

Saturday,  27th. — At  4  p.m.  came  to  upon  a  beach  on  the  east  Thevoynvrc 
Bide  of  Furneaux's  Land,  in  order  to  wait  for  a  favourable  oppor-  '*'*""^"  • 
tunity  of  examining  Seal  Island,  to  see  if  any  commercial  advan- 
tage might  be  expected  from  it.     It  appears  to  lie  about  8  or  9  miles 
to  the  northward.     A.M.  :  Wind  N.E.     OIF  the  rocks  I  observed 
the  latitude  to  be  38"  50'. 
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1796  Sunday,  28th.— P.M. :  Wind  N.E.      A-M.  :  10,  ha\ing  a  light 

2d  to  30  Jan.  ^^^  oflf  the  land,  we  went  out  towards  the  Seal  Island.     At  noon 
o  ,77-  .    our  latitude  was  38°  43' :  the  island  bore  N.K  b.  N.  2  miles. 

Seal  Island.  ' 

Monday,  29tlL — P.M. :  3,  brought  up  under  the  Seal  Island  in  a 
little  bight  where  boats  may  lay  when  the  wind  has  any  southing 
in  it.  This  island  is  the  northernmost  of  four  that  lie  about 
S.S.E.  and  N.N.W.  of  each  other  at  about  half  a  mile  apart,  the 
north  end  of  Furneaux's  Land  bearing  N.W.  b.  N.  It  is  about 
a  mile  and  a  half  in  circuit,  and  is  of  a  very  moderate  height, 
sloping  up  gradually  to  a  hill  in  the  middle.  There  is  neither  tree 
or  shrub  upon  it,  but  a  great  deal  of  thick  tufted  grass,  in  which 
the  seals  have  e everywhere  made  paths  and  the  petrels  have  bur- 
The  seals,  rowed.  The  number  of  seals  was  by  no  means  equal  to  what  we 
had  been  led  to  expect.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  great  numbers 
had  been  destroyed,  and  probably  more  frightened ;  but  as  the 
pups  seem  now  to  be  nearly  full-grown,  many  of  the  seals  may 
have  gone  oflf  to  sea,  as  is  their  custom  when  the  pupping-time  is 
past. 
^^^^^  From  the  quantity  I  saw  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  a 

speculation.  Speculation  upon  a  small  scale  might  be  carried  on  with  advantage. 
There  are  seals  more  or  less  upon  all  the  islands  on  both  sides 
of  Furneaux's  Land  ;  but  as  some  are  not  so  well  formed  for 
their  landing  as  others  they  are  less  frequented  by  them.  Any 
island  to  be  a  true  seal  island  must  have  in  some  one  part  of  it 
a  landing-place  of  easy  access,  on  account  of  the  pups. 

At  5  a.m.,  the  wind  setting  in  from  the  E.N.E.,  with  a  foul  and 
cloudy  sky,  we  hastened  to  get  in  our  stock  of  seals'  flesh,  and 
then  stood  over  for  a  little  cove  under  the  land.     At  10  landed 
there.      This  cove,  which  from  the  use  it  may  be  of  to  anyone 
Sealers'        Coming  here  to  seal  will  bear  the  name  of  Sealers'  Cove,*  is  large 
Cove.  enough  for  a  small  vessel  to  swing  in,  and  of  depth  sufficient  for 

any  ship  to  ride  in  safety.  It  is  shut  from  all  but  the  winds  from 
E.S.E.  to  E.N.E.,  and  these,  as  we  had  afterwards  occasion  to 
see,  throw  no  great  swell  into  it.  There  is  plenty  of  fresh  water, 
and  wood  enough  at  hand  to  boil  down  any  quantity  of  blubber 
they  might  procure.  Its  latitude  is  38**  50',  and  it  bears  from  the 
northernmost  seal  island  S.W.  i  S. 

Tuesday,  30th. — Hard  gales  at  E.N.E.     The  water  in  the  cove 

keeps  smooth.     This  gale  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  examining 

the  surface  of  Fumeaux's  Land. 

wuson'a  Fumeaux's  Liand,  or  that  land  seen  by  Captain  Fumeaux  in 

^^^'      the  latitude  of  39"*  00',t  is  a  lofty  hummocky  promontory  of  hard 

*  This  inlet,  on  the  eastern  side  of  Wilson's  Promontory,  still  bean  this  name. 

f  The  latitude  asslfnied  by  Fumeaux  to  the  land  he  saw  lying  to  the  N.N.E.  of  Fumeaux's 
Island  Is  identical  with  that  of  Wilson's  Promontory,  but  the  longitude  in  which  he  placed 
it  is  more  than  a  difrree  in  error.  Wilson's  Promontory  was  so  named  by  Oovemor  Hunter^ 
upon  the  suggestion  of  Flinders  and  Bass,  in  honour  of  Hiomas  Wilson,  of  London. — 
Hinders's  *'  Terra  Austrslis,"  vol.  i,  p.  cxv  (noteX 


bass's  voyage  in  the  WHALEBOAT.  327 

granite,  of  about  20  miles  in  length,  and  varying  from  6  or  7  to      17M 
12  or  14  miles  in  breadth.     Ite  firmness  and  vast  durability  make    so  Jm.  to 
it  well  worthy  of  being,  what  there  is  great  reason  to  believe  it     *  *'«^- 
is,  the  boundary  point  of  a  large  strait  and  a  corner-stone  of  this 
great  island.  New  Holland.     It  is  joined  to  the  mainland  by  a 
low  neck  of  sand,  which  is  nearly  divided  by  a  lagoon  that  runs 
in  on  the  west  side  of  it,  and  by  a  large  shoal  inlet  on  the  east. 

Notwithstanding  the  heighth  of  this  land  is  not  such  as  would  ^^^'^.^ 
be  by  seamen  reckoned  at  all  remarkable,  yet  it  appears  strikingly  *  «*"""y* 
80  by  being  contrasted  with  the  low  sandy  land  that  joins  to  it, 
and  by  having  no  high  land  in  its  neighbourhood  except  a  single 
ridge  of  mountains  to  the  northward  of  from  12  or  18  miles  in 
length,  which,  getting  up  at  some  considerable  distance  from  the 
sea,  comes  down  southing  in  a  direction  for  Fnrneaux's  Land,  and 
slopes  away  gradually  to  a  termination,  leaving  about  12  or  16 
miles  of  this  sand  and  saltwater  inlets  between  them. 

There  is  but  little  soil  upon  Fumeaux's  Land ;  it  is  chiefly  barren ;  The  sou 
the  rocks  are  hidden  indeed  by  brush  and  dwarf  gums  and  other  *"**  t^naber. 
smaUer  vegetation,  which  gives  a  deceitful  appearance  of  fertility 
to  the  eye  of  a  distant  observer.  The  myrtle,  so  common  about 
Sydney,  grows  not  only  here,  but  also  in  several  places  to  the 
westward,  much  larger  than  it  is  ever  seen  to  the  northward. 
The  brushes  are  generally  formed  of  it  entirely. 

The  tide  of  flood  runs  along  from  the  northward  along  the  east  The  tides. 
side- of  Fumeaux's  Land,  and  then  sweeps  to  the  westward  round 
the  end  of  it  with  considerable  rapidity.  The  day  on  which  we 
more  particularly  had  occasion  to  observe  it  was  the  eighth  of  the 
moon's  age,  and  it  then  ran  full  2  knots  or  more.  The  ebb  tide 
sets  principally  off  to  the  eastward.  It  rises  on  the  east  side 
about  Sealers'  Cove  10  or  11  feet,  and  flows  full,  and  changes 
about  10  o'clock. 

Whenever  it  shall  be  decided  that  the  opening  between  this  and 
Van  Dieman's  Land  is  a  strait,  this  rapidity  of  tide,  and  that  long 
S.W.  swell  that  seems  to  be  continaally  rolling  in  upon  the  coast 
to  the  westward,  will  then  be  accounted  for."*^ 

There  are  no  natives  upon  Fumeaux's  Land,  but  the  sandy  neck 
is  inhabited  near  the  inlets. 

Friday,  February  2nd. — P.M. :  2.  The  gale  having  broken  up,  Betuniii« 
and  the  wind  coming  to  the  westward,  we  coasted  along  the  east  ^  Sydney. 
side  of  Fumeaux's  Land,  and  at  night  came  to  within  the  entrance 
of  a  shoal  inlet  that  we  found  to  run  in  by  the  north  end  of  it. 
A.M. :  Daylight — We  proceeded  up  the  inlet  which  can  be  called 
little  else  than  a  large  flat,  for  the  greater  part  of  it  dries  at  low 
water.   Off  the  mouUi  lies  a  long  breaking  shoal,  on  the  west  side 

*  It  to  evident  from  this  pikssaffe  that  Bass  was  Dot  fully  conscious  of  the  great  discovery 
helMd 
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1793  of  which  is  the  channel.  The  deepest  water  will  be  found  by 
2  to  10  Fob.  keeping  well  over  to  the  south  shore,  and  when  within  the  entrance 
close  by  the  rocky  points  on  that  side,  but  there  is  nowhere  more 
than  2  or  2i  fathoms  at  low  water,  except  in  holes  off  these  points, 
where  the  tide  sets  by  strong.  A  vessel  that  could  lay  in  this 
draught  of  water  might  be  completely  landlocked  on  the  south 
side  under  Fumeaux*s  Land,  from  off  which  there  are  two  or  three 
large  runs  of  most  excellent  water.  The  tide  here  rises  8  or  9 
feet,  and  what  is  remarkable,  flows  full  and  changes  a  full  hour 
later  than  it  does  in  Sealers'  Cove,  notwithstanding  the  flood  comes 
from  the  northward.  I  was  at  a  loss  to  account  for  this  circum- 
stance until  I  became  acquainted  with  the  lay  of  the  coast  to  the 
eastward  and  northward  of  the  inlet,  when  it  appeared  to  be  owing 
to  its  being  situated  in  the  bottom  of  a  bight,  across  and  not 
dii'ectly  into  which  the  grand  shoot  of  the  flood  passes  in  its  way 
from  the  long  beach  down  upon  Furneaux's  Land.  As  a  general 
remark,  I  would  olKserve  that  the  flood  tide,  after  ranging  alonjj 
from  the  eastward  by  the  side  of  the  long  beach,  leaves  it  at  that 
part  where  the  beach  ceases  to  trend  in  an  N.E.  and  S.  W.  directioD. 
and  from  thence,  keeping  the  course  it  has  received  by  the  N.E. 
and  S.  W.  lay  of  the  land  it  last  struck  against,  strikes  off  for  the 
Seal  Islands  and  the  south-easternmost  part  of  Fumeaux's  Land. 

Friday,  9th. — A.M. :  The  wind  at  last  came  from  the  westward. 
We  went  out  of  the  inlet  and  steered  along  shore  about  E.N.E., 
with  the  wind  strong  at  S.W.  At  the  distance  of  5  miles  we 
passed  the  mouth  of  an  inlet  out  of  which  the  tide  was  setting.  It 
had  the  appearance  of  being  of  the  same  shoal  kind  as  that  we  were 
come  out  of.  We  were  too  short  of  provisions  to  go  up  it  and 
risque  the  loss  of  the  wind  we  had  for  several  days  been  anxiously 
waiting  for.  A  large  half-moon  shoal  stretches  to  the  N.E.  from 
it,  full  2  J  or  3  miles,  over  which  the  ebb  out  of  the  inlet  sets  very 
strong.  Four  or  &ye  miles  farther  eastward  we  passed  the  mouth 
of  a  small  very  shoal  lagoon,  and  by  noon,  when  our  latitude  was 
38"  34',  we  had  come  to  the  part  of  the  beach  from  which  we  had 
struck  off  upon  coming  down,  and  had  steered  for  the  high  land 
that  we  afterwards  found  to  be  Furneaux's.  These  inlets  and 
lagoon  were  the  bights  we  then  observed,  but  did  not  examine. 

Saturday,  10th. — P.M. :  We  steered  along  the  beach  about  N.E., 
with  a  fresh  gale  at  S.W.  b.  W.,  and  a  heavy  following  sea.  At 
sunset  it  became  more  moderate.  At  9  we  hauled  out  E.N.E.,  for 
I  judged  we  must  then  have  nearly  itin  down  that  part  of  the 
beach  that  lies  N.E.  and  S.W.  At  1  a.m.  the  moon  got  up,  but 
being  too  much  obscured  by  clouds  to  give  a  continuance  of  light 
sufficient  for  us  to  stand  down  upon  the  land  with  safety,  we  kept 
on  till  2-30,  and  then  bore  away  E.N.E.  At  daybreak  the  beach 
was  distant  2  miles.      It  trended  E.N.E.  and  W.S.W.,  and,  upon 
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recollecting  this  part  of  the  shore,  I  found  that  we  had  after  we      1796 

hauled  out  ran  along  about  10  miles  of  it  lying  in  the  same  iq  to  lo  Feb. 

direction.     The  wind  having  died  away  gradually,  a  short  interval 

of  calm  succeeded.     At  10  it  set  in  strong  from  the  E.N.E.     As 

we  had  no  part  to  bear  up  for  nearer  than  the  inlets,  and  the 

boat  was  in  no  condition  for  keeping  the  sea  with  a  foul  wind,  I 

thought  it  most  proper,  although  there  was  a  heavy  surf  going 

upon  the  shore,  to  hazard  her  taking  the  beach  ;  accordingly,  Beaching 

having  tripped  her  off  and  on  until  noon,  in  order  to  get  the  *  ^  ^^^' 

latitude,  which  was  37°  47',  we  pushed  in  through  the  surf  and 

landed  her  safely. 

Sunday,  11th. — The  country  at  the  back  of  this  place  is  nothing 
but  dried  up  swamps  and  barren  sandhills.  Some  natives  came  Natives. 
to  us  with  very  little  hesitation,  the  usual  signs  of  friendship  being 
offered  and  accepted  on  each  side.  By  their  manner  we  concluded 
they  had  never  seen  white  people  before,  or  ever  heard  of  them. 
In  the  evening  the  wind,  at  KN.E.,  died  away. 

A.M.  :  At  2  the  wind  and  clouds  came  away  strong  from  the 
S.  W.,  and  seemed  to  threaten  us  with  a  gale.  As  with  this  wind 
the  surf  must  very  speedily  rise  so  much  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  us  to  leave  the  beach  until  some  time  after  the  gale 
was  over,  we  determined  to  try  if  the  boat  could  get  through  it. 
There  was  no  time  to  be  lost ;  therefore  we  immediately  dragged 
the  boat  down  to  the  water's  edge,  got  everything  into  her,  and,  as 
soon  as  we  had  light  enough  to  see  what  we  were  about,  launched 
her  into  it,  and  succeeded  in  getting  her  out ;  then  bore  away  to 
the  northward.     At  noon  the  Ram  Head  was  just  come  in  sight.  Ram  Head. 

Monday,  12th. — P.M. :  At  4  went  into  the  bight  at  the  Ram 
Head,  to  endeavour  at  the  recovery  of  our  anchor,  supposing  tlie 
s»md  thrown  in  by  the  gale  which  buried  it  might  by  this  time 
have  worked  out  again.  A.M. :  Looked  for  it,  but  in  vain;  wind 
RN.E. 

Thursday,  15th. — P.^M  :  At  4,  the  easterly  winds  being  done,  a 
strong  breeze  set  in  suddenly  at  S.W.  We  immediately  stood  to 
the  northward  with  it  At  10  passed  Cape  Howe.  A.M.  :  At  Cape  Howe, 
noon  we  were  off  the  mouth  of  the  bay  we  had  sailed  round  on 
the  19th  December,  and  found  the  latitude  to  be  36*  53'.*  Stood 
into  the  bay. 

Friday,  16th. — ^At  1  p.m.  landed  in  the  upper  part  of  the  bay. 
I  employed  myself  until  sunset  in  examining  the  country  round, 
and  had  the  mortification  to  find  that  the  same  sterility  we  had 
almost  everywhere  witnessed  upon  the  coast  still  attended  it. 

The  figure  of  the  land,  especially  on  the  N.W.  and  west  sides,  Ti»ofoid 
is  hilly  in  hummocks.     The  hills  are  stony ;    the  sides  of    the  ^^^' 
gullies  between  them  and  some  little  low  land  at  their  foot  is  well 
covered  with  soil,  in  patches,  at  the  expence  of  the  higher  ground. 
The  natural  productions  are  the  general  ones  of  the  country.    The 

♦  Twofold  Bay.    The  correct  latitude  is  37'  6'.— Ante,  p.  319. 
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1708 

25  Feb. 

latitude  of 
Cape  St. 
Georn^  an<i 
Lontr  Nose 
Point. 


Cook 
discovers 
Cape  St. 
Georjre 


and  Long 
Nose. 


Captain 
Bowcn's 
computa- 
tions. 


Y 


')n;  Nose 
oint. 


(Cuckold's 
Point. 


Memorandum, 

A  MEMORANDUM,  intending  to  point  out  the  errors  Capt.  Bowen 
seems  to  have  fallen  into  respecting  the  positions  of  Cape 
George  and  Long  Nose  Point ;  and  serving,  likewise,  to  correct 
the  mistakes  I  have  unavoidably  been  led  into  by  taking  his 
latitudes  of  those  places  as  their  true  latitude,  not  then 
knowing  the  latitude  in  which  their  discoverer,  Capt.  Cook, 
had  laid  them  down. 

In  Capt.  Cook's  voyage  to  this  coast  (vol.  2,  page  48)  we  read : — 
**  Tuesday,  April  24th. — At  this  time  our  latitude  by  observation 
was  35°  10'  S.  A  point  of  land  which  I  had  discovered  on  St. 
George's  Day,  and  which  therefore  I  called  Cape  George,  bore  vest 
19  miles,  and  the  Pidgeon  House  (the  latitude  and  longitude  of 
which  I  found  to  be  30'*  19'  S.,  and  209'  42'  W.)  S.  75  W." 

**  Wednesday,  25th. — About  2  leagues  to  the  northward  of 
Cape  George  the  shore  seemed  to  form  a  bay  which  promised 
shelter  from  N.K  winds,  but  as  the  wind  was  with  us  it  was  not 
in  my  power  to  look  into  it  without  beating  up,  which  would  have 
cost  me  more  time  than  I  was  willing  to  spare.  The  north  point 
of  this  bay,  on  account  of  its  figure,  I  named  Long  Nose.  Its 
latitude  is  35"  6'." 

Now  for  Capt.  Bowen.  To  the  sketch  of  what  he  has  called 
Jervis  Bay  he  has  run  on  a  coast-line  for  a  few  miles  to  the 
northward  of  that  bay.  In  that  coast-line  he  places  Cape  George 
in  lat.  34°  55',  and  Long  Nose  34°  50'— the  former  15  miles  north 
of  its  true  place,  and  the  latter  16  miles  ;  but  he  names  a  point 
Cuckold's  Point,  and  fixes  it  in  the  precise  latitude  of  the  true 
Long  Nose.  Now  this  Cuckold's  Point  happens  to  be  of  a  forni 
answering  the  description  of  Long  Nose,  for  it  is  long  and  low. 
It  must  be  allowed,  however,  that  it  is  not  the  extreme  point  of 
the  bay,  for  Point  Peipendicular  is  its  extreme.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  must  be  readily  granted  by  any  one  who  has  seen 
the  place  that  when  to  the  southward  of  the  bay,  which  was  Capt. 
Cook's  situation  when  he  speaks  of  Long  Nose  as  forming  its 
northern  extremity,  then  Point  Perpendicular  has  no  visible 
appearance  of  a  projection  or  point,  but  seems  to  be  in  a  line  with 
the  rest  of  the  cliffs ;  whereas  Cuckold's  Point,  as  Capt.  Bowen 
has  called  it,  is  so  conspicuous  as  not  to  fail  of  being  remarked  as 
a  point,  notwithstanding  its  being  at  some  distance  within  the 
entrance  of  the  bay. 

It  may  therefore,  I  imagine,  be  fairly  concluded  that  the 
Cuckold's  Point  of  Capt.  Bowen  is  the  Long  Nose  Point  of  Capt. 
Cook,*  and  that  Jervis  Bay,  altho'  not  named  by  him,  was  dis- 
tinctly seen  to  be  a  bay,  and  was  spoken  of  as  such.     As  further 

*  The  point  Cook  called  Long  Nose  Point  and  Bowen  Cuckold's  Point  is  now  called  Dart 
Point. —Admiralty  Chart. 
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P*XK)f,  it  might  be  observed  that,  at  about  the  distance  to  the  south-       1798 
^ard  of  Jervis  Bay  which  Capt.  Cook  fixes  his  Cape  George,  there     05  Feb. 
^  a  high  mountainous  point  or  cape  that  forms  the    northern 
extreme  of  the  bight  at  the  back  of  which  the  Pidgeon  House  is 
situated. 

^bout  2  miles  to  the  southward  of  this  cape  I  had  an  obser- 
vation which  gave  latitude  35°  IV,  but  I  then  had  no  idea  of  its 
being  Cape  George,  having  always  judged  of  the  latitude  of  that 
place  and  of  Long  Nose  from  Capt.  Bowen^s  sketch,  which  I  had 
with  me  in  the  boat.  Being  now  convinced  of  the  error  of  that  captain 
sketch  it  will  be  necessary  to  correct  the  mistakes  it  has  led  ^^^ ' 
me  into.  Hketch. 

In  my  sketch*  of  Shoals  Haven  I  have  struck  off  from  the 
south  point  of  that  place  the  extremes  of  the  bay  in  which  it  is 
situated — the  one.  Long  Nose  Point,  N.  12"  E. ;  the  other,  Cape 
George,  S.E.  These  must  now  bo  considered  as  the  northern 
extreme,  N.  12*  E. ;  another  southern  extreme,  S.E. 

George  Bass. 


Memo  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks.     (Banks  Papers.)  1797 

1 1  th  December,  1797.         11  Dec. 

^KoRGE  Sutter  [Suttor],!  23  years  old,  intends  to  marry  before  Free 
he  goes  out.  ^"^^"^ 

His  father  is  a  farming  gardener  ;  he  wishes  to  go  out  because 
J^e  sees  no  prospect  of  establishment  here,  as  he  has  an  elder 
brother. 

Has  some  property,  enough  to  iit  him  out,  not  enough  to  fit  out 
"^^inself  and  wife;  expects  a  passage  out,  a  hundred  acres  of  land 
*^cked,  and  a  house,  and  two  men  to  work  it  for  one  year,  and 
^^intenance  from  the  stores. 

The  parents  will  help  them. 

AlVishes  to  go  in  the  ship  with  Mr.  Rowe. 

Captain  Hebbot,  Mr.  Rowers  friend. 

Jas.  Rowe,  of  Kensington,  a  farmer's  son,  with  a  child,  is  to  go 
^^  the  next  ship. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

13th  December,  1797.  13  Dec. 

Parole — Tinemouth.  Countersign — Exmouth. 

TiiE  Commissary  is  directed  to  issue  6  lb.  of  maize  to  the  convicts  Rations, 
in  addition  to  their  ration  of  wheat. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

*  This  sketch  cannot  now  be  found.  t  Post,  p.  382. 
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UDec. 

A  weaver's 
plant.  > 


17  Dec. 


Ration. 


An  Estimate  op  Weaving  Materials.* 

To  a  new  deal  linnen  loom 

To  6  winding- wheels,  6  swifts  and  spires 
To  4  pr.  of  pulleys  and  16  hooks   ... 

To  1  gross  Ijobbins     

To  tackle  for  table-linnen     

To  9  vatows     

To  12  pr.  of  best  temples 

To  a  pr.  of  fly  battens,  a  fly  shuttle,  and  6  pr.  of  extra 

cinvers  >•.         ..•         .■•         ... 

To  3  thousand  pipes 

To  carriage  for  the  above  articles,  to  be  delivered  at  the 

King^s  stores,  Deptford 


£       8. 

d. 

7    7 

0 

2  II 

0 

0  14 

0 

0  18 

0 

0  12 

0 

2    4 

0 

1  11 

6 

1     6 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  12 

0 

£18    5    6 


Government  and  General  Order. 

Nth  December,  1797. 
Parole — New.  Countersign — Crops. 

The  Commissary  is  directed  to  issue  on  next  Saturday  the  ration 
of  wheat  agreeable  to  the  proportion  sei-ved  before  the  late  re- 
duction. Jno.  Hunter. 


22  Dec. 


Incen- 
dlariea 


A  common 
danger. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

22nd  December,  1797. 

Parole — Watchman.  Countersign — Constable. 

Whereas  an  attack  was  made  on  Wednesday  night  last  on  the 
house  of  John  Mitcham,  a  settler,  in  the  district  of  Concoixl,  by 
three  men,  two  of  whom  it  has  appeared  had  their  faces  black'd 
to  prevent  discovery,  and  after  beating  the  man  they  set  fire  to 
his  house  and  to  the  whole  produce  of  his  last  year's  labor — one 
stack  of  wheat  which  he  has  just  secured. 

This  is  an  offence  of  so  serious  a  nature  to  the  colony  at  large 
that  the  Governor  has  thought  proper  to  call  upon  every  man 
who  values  the  safety  of  his  house  and  security  of  his  property 
to  use  their  utmost  vigilence  in  discovering  the  above  offenders, 
that  the  law  may  have  an  opportunity  of  shewing  its  ability  to 
defend  the  property  of  every  inhabitant  of  the  colony  by  the 
punishment  of  those  who  dare  to  attack  it.  His  Excellency  also 
judges  it  necessary  to  observe  that  the  whole  inhabitants  of  the 
settlement  cannot  fail  to  see  the  danger  of  suffering  mischiefs  of 
this  kind  to  pass  unpunished,  as  the  most  ignorant  must  know 
that  every  reduction  of  the  quantity  of  wheat  must  be  attended 
with  a  reduction  of  the  ration,  which  cannot  fail  to  be  felt  by  the 
whole  of  the  people,  whether  on  or  off  the  public  storo. 

*  Forwarded  by  Mr.  B.  Merrick,  of  14,  Grey  Eagle-itreet,  SpitaTfleldfl,  London,  to  Under 
Secretary  Kingr.  The  articles  were  required  for  the  manufactare  of  coarse  ololh  and  cordage 
from  the  flax-]dant,  by  the  conrlcts  at  Sydney  and  Norfolk  Island.  Ante,  p.  191,  and  post, 
p.  375. 
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Any  person  who  shall  come  forward  and  lead  to  such  discovery  1797 

of  the  above  offenders  as  may  serve  to  convict  them  before  a  Court  22  Dec. 

of  Criminal  Judicature,  if  a  convict,  shall  receive  a  conditional  — 
emancipation,  that  is,  to  be  made  free  in  this  country  and  have 
permission  to  become  a  settler.                             Jno.  Hunter. 


MimjTB  OF  The  Board  of  Trade. 

At  the  CouncU  Chamber,  Whitehall,  the  26th  of  December,  1797.     ^^^' 
Read — ^A  memorial  of  the  merchant-adventurers  in  the  southern 
whale-fishery,  stating  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  vessels  whaiinfir 
employed  on  the  southern  whale-fishery  should  put  into  some  ports  south  seas. 
or  islands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  for  the  purpose  of  refreshing  their 
crews,  which  they  are  prevented  from  doing  by  the  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  Spain ;  representing,  at  the  same  time,  that  they 
have  strong  reason  to  suppose  that  the  spermaceti  whale  and  seal 
fishery  might  be  carried  on  to  great  advantage  at  Kerguelen's 
Land,  in  the  Indian  Ocean,  off  the  coasts  of  New  Holland,  the  New 
Hebrides,  New  Caledonia,  New  Zealand,  the  Phillipine  Islands,  and 
Formosa,  but  that  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  of  the  35th  of  his  S5  o«o.  Hi, 
present  Majesty,  cap.  92,  sec.  19,*  such  vessels  are  restrained  from  ^  ^ 
proceeding  further  north  than  tbe  Equator  and  further  east  than 
51  degrees  of  east  longitude,  and  consequently  from  carrying  on 
the  fishery  at  and  near  the  places  above  mentioned,  where  they 
might  procure  the  refreshments  they  stand  in  need  of,  and  conse* 
quently  escape  the  risque  of  capture ;   and  therefore  praying  that  statutory 
the  restriction  above  mentioned  may  be  taken  off,  and  that  a  Bill  ^Mtrictions. 
may  be  immediately  brought  into  Parliament  for  that  purpose,  or 
that  such  relief  may  be  given  them  as  to  the  wisdom  of  Parliament 
shall  seem  fit 

Ordered — That  a  copy  of  the  said  memorial  be  transmitted  to 
William  Ramsay,  Esquire,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Court  of 
Directors  of  the  United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading 
to  the  East  Indies,  with  a  letter  expressing  the  hope  of  the  The  rigfata 
Lords  of  this  Committee  that  the  Court  of  Directors  will  not  be  Eaat^india 
averse  to  a  compliance  with  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists  for  the  Company. 
benefit  of  the  southern  whale-fishery  (which  is  become  a  very  im- 
portant branch  of  commerce),  as  far  as  they  conceive  may  be  done 
consistently  with  the  security  of  their  commercial  rights;  and 
desiring  that  the  Court  of  Directors  will  report,  with  all  convenient 
expedition,  their  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  said  memorial, 
suggesting,  at  the  same  time,  in  case  of  a  compliance  with  the 
request  of  the  memorialists,  such  regulations  and  restrictions  as  may 
be  thought  necessary  for  preventing  the  ships  engaged  in  the  south- 
ern whal^Oshery  from  interfering  with  any  of  the  essential  rights 
to  which  the  East  India  Company  is  entitled  under  its  charter. 

*  "  An  Act  for  farther  enoomaclng  and  reg^tlng  the  Soathem  Whale  Fisheriea,** 
22ad  Jnac,  1795.— See  Balthby*'  SUtatei  at  huge,  voL  ix,  p.  747. 
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17«7 

31  Dec. 

N.S.  Wales 
Corps. 


New  South  Wales  Corps. 


Raiik. 


Lt-Gol.  Comm. . . 
Major 


Captains  . 


Lieutenants 


Ensigns   .. 


Chaplain  .. 
Adjutant . . 
Quarter-master 
Sureeon   .. 


iurgeon 
Issutan 


Asststant-surg. 


Name. 


( 


\ 

I 

I 
( 


\ 


Date. 


Francis  Grose  

William  Paterson 

Joseph  Foveauz  

OeoTge  Johnstone 

John  M'Arthur  

John  Townson  

Edward  Abbott  

Thomas  Rowley  

John  Tho.  Prentice 

WUliam  Beckwith 

William  Cummings 

J<^nClephane        

John  Piper 

NeilM*Kellar  

Thomas  Davies        

James  Hunt  Lucas 

Anthony  Fenn  Kemp        

WiUiam  Patullo       

John  Brabyn 

wmiam  Moore        

Thomas  Laycock 

John  Lenigar  Brock  

William  Burno         

James  Bain 

William  Minchin 

Thomas  Laycook 

John  Harris 


15  July, 
4  Nov., 


1795 
1795 


6  Apr.,  1791 
25  Sept,  1792 

6  May,   1795 

6       da 
11  Nov. 
29  Sept,  1796 

6  Apr.,  1791 
6         do. 

25  June,  1793 
6  May,    1795 

6  do. 
11  Nov. 

29  Sept,  1796 
80        da 

24  July,  1793 

15  Jan.,   1794 

6M^,   1795 

7  da 
80  Dee. 

10  Aug.,  1796 

26  da 

5  June,  1789 

5  Jan.,  1791 
26  Jan.,   1791 


Return  of  Labour  at  Sydney,  Parramatta)  and  Toongabbe, 

•      1797. 


Men  Employed. 


Work  Executed. 


Carpenters.  Eight  carpenteni,  'wheel- 
wrights, barrow-makers, 
and  labourers. 


At  Sydney. 

Made  sashes  and  famiture  for  GoTemment 
House,  wheels  for  the  windmill,  a  rope- 
walk,  stocks  for  the  gun-carriages;  built 
two  houses  at  the  hospital ;  set  up  a  bell  for 
assembling  the  people  to  work  ;  made  bed- 
steads for  DOth  the  hospitals ;  repaired  and 
altered  the  inside  of  Mr.  Balmain's  house  ; 
made  furniture  for  the  different  officers' 
barracks ;  nailed  in  a  yard  for  the  cooper  to 
work  in  adjoining  the  store ;  pailed  m  the 
military  barrack,  exercising-gronnd,  Ac, 
&c.  ;  made  8  new  casks  and  2  timber 
carriages ;  repaired  and  fitted  np  the  old 
ones  ;  took  down  the  wooden  hospital  and 
removed  it  in  a  line  with  the  other  bnirgs ; 
jiailed  round  the  spring  and  cleared  out 
the  tanks. 


PUBLIC   WORKS. 
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Bbturk  of  Labour  at  Sydney,  <kc. — oontinued. 


Men  Employed. 


Work  Execotod. 


1707 

IJan.  to 
SlDw. 


Sixteen  shipwrights, 
caulkers,  boat-hauders, 
Isbonrers,  and  watch- 
men in  the  dockyard. 


Nineteen  brick  and  stone 
layers,  plaisterers,  and 
Ubonrers. 


Four  tailors 


fiveshoemakars 


• • •  •> • 


One  overseer  and  Umr  men 


Built  a  new  pinnace,  a  whaleboat  for  Para-  Sbip- 
matta,  a  burthensome  pnnt  for  dischaigiug  wrigtiti. 
ships  with  the  more  expedition,  a  boat  for 
H.M.  ship  the  Reliance,  a  longboat  for 
H.  M.  ship  the  Supply ;  repaired  the  Francis 
schooner,  the  hospital,  and  South  Head 
boats ;  erected  a  steamer  for  seasoning  of 

glank  ;  pailed  in  the  dockyard,  hung  gates, 
uilt  sheds  for  boats  and  for  the  sawyers  ; 
lined  the  inside  of  the  provision  store ; 
remounted  upon  new  carriages  the  two 
brass  field-pieces  ;  made  sheds,  hacks, 
barrows,  molds,  &c.  for  the  brickmakers, 
the  former  ones  having  been  suffered  to  go 
to  decay  ;  layed  the  keel  of  a  new  brig  of 
loO  tuns  Imrthen  ;  built  a  new  wood  mat 
for  the  hospital. 

Built  the  brickwork  of  two  houses  in  the  Bricklayers, 
hospital,  built  ovens  for  the  publick  bakers, 
erected  a  tower  150  feet  high  for  a  town- 
dock,  a  range  of  chimnies  at  the  hospital, 
a  new  grannary  with  two  floors,  shinffled 
compleat ;  a  new  goal  for  felons,  doiible- 
lo^ed  and  thatched  ;  a  new  stone  wind- 
mill that  turns  two  pair  of  stones  ;  a  new 
blacksmith's  shop,  70  feet  long  and  20  feet 
wide ;  a  new  goal  for  debtors ;  repaired, 
plaistered,  ana  whitewashed  the  nouses 
of  the  Lieut. -Governor,  the  £ev*d  Mr. 
Johnston,  Mr.  Balmain,  Mr.  Grimes,  the 
Commissary,  Cap't  Rowley,  Lieutenants 
Prentice  and  PatuUo ;  fitted  up  a  house  for 
the  reception  of  Adjutant  Brock  ;  do.  for 
a  school  ;  repaired  the  well  and  stock- 
houses  at  Government  House  ;  cut  a  drain 
all  round  and  repaired  the  provision  stora ; 
layed  the  foundation  of  a  new  house  for  the 
master-shipwright. 

Made  311  pair  of  trowsers,  31  coats,  83  jackets,  Tsilors. 
20  pair  of  breeches,  19  pair  of  drawers, 
29  waistcoats,  and  24  suits  of  ohildren's 
deaths  ;  repaired  300  pair  of  trowsers,  240 
jackets,  15  pair  of  breeches,  and  72  waist- 
coats. 

Made  240  pair  of  shoes,  soaled  QOO,  and  repaired  Shoemakers. 
240  do. 

Constantly  collecting,  cleaning,  and   burning 
shells  into  lime. 


VOL.  Ill — Y 
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1  Jan. to 
31  Dec. 


BUck. 

smiths. 


Rbttrx  of  Laboar  at  Sydney,  &c. — continited. 


IDscel- 
laneous. 


Men  Employed. 


Work  Executed. 


f 


Fifteen  blacksmiths,  tin 
and  copper  do.,  hammer- 
men, tile-grinders,  far- 
rier, locksmiths,  and 
labonrers. 


Two  cutlers 

Cue  cooper... 
Eight  sawyers 


Twenty-four  men  makeing 
of  bricks.  ' 

Six  do  makeing  of  tiles  ...j 

Two  overseers  and  twelve  > 
men  to  two  timber  car-j 
riages. 

One  overseer  and  ten  men 
to  four  carts. 

Three  men  splittingof  laths 

Two  do.  splitting  of  shiuffle; 

Three  barbers,  one  sadcUer 
and  harness-maker,  one 
bellman. 

One  bookbinder 

One  sexton  

One  miller  and  one  assist 
ant 

Two  basket  and  sieve- 
makers. 

One  watchmaker 

One  gardiner  and  two  la- 
bourers. 
One  printer 
One  millwright 

One  master  and  five  men. 


One    master    and    eleven 
men. 


Made     ironwork    for    the    different    pabUck 
buildings  and  boats  in  the  dock ;  hooh, 
hinges,  and  staples  for  the  Govt,  hotti; 
1  forge  and  4  men  constantly  employed 
makeing  and  repairing  tools  for  the  8toll^ 
cutters,  quarrymeu,  and  wellsinkers;  nude 
63  door  locks  and  keys,  43  padlocks  ind 
keys ;  repaired  140  locks  and  335  keyi ; 
made  586  hoes,  45  shovels,  33  spades,  46 
picks,  230  axes,  133  kettles,  and  276fi]riBg* 
pans. 

One  constantly  emp'd  by  the  principal  snrgsso 
in  keeping  the  surgical  instruments  in  oroer. 
The  other  makeing  and  grinding  knires, 
scissors,  &c.,  &c. 

Constantly  employed  by  Mr.  Laycock,  tite 
storekeeper,  in  the  provision  store,  bi> 
dwelling-house,  &c.,  &c. 

Cutting  boards,  rafters,  girders,  &c,  for  the 

different  boats  and  buildings  ;  sunk  pitts 

•   at  Long  Cove  for  the  conveniance  of  timber. 

Made  12,000  bricks  ^  week. 

Made  3,000  tiles  }^  week. 
Bringing  in  timber  for  the  sawyers,  dockyM 
&c. 

« 

Bringing  bricks  to  the  several  buildings,  ff^ 

to  tne  store,  &c. 
Split  2,000  laths  ^  week. 
Split  2,000  shingles  ^  week. 
Shaveing    all  the    servants    of    Governing** 

makeing  and  repairing  harness,  coUan  »^-' 

giving  pnblick  notices. 
Bindmg  l^ks  for  the  Commissary's  office. 
Tolling  the  bell,  di^^ne  graves,  kc ,  &c. 
Attending  the  windmill,  grinding  whett  i<^ 

the  store. 
Makeing  and  repairing  baskets  and  sieves. 

Repairing  and  keeping  in  order  watches,  &^'> 

&c. 
Employed  in  the  garden  belonging  to  Goven*- 

ment  House. 
Printing;  public  orders,  notices,  &c.,  Ac 
A  disabled  man;  superintending  the  building oi 

the  windmill. 
In  the  Sydney,  schooner,  carrying  proviasiow 

to  the  Hawkesbury,  bringing  grain,  cedtft 

&c. ,  from  thence. 
In  H.M.  schooner  the  Francis. 
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Return  of  Labour  at  Sydney,  6ic. — eofUinusd. 


Men  Employed. 


Work  Execated. 


Thirty-six  constables  and 

watchmen. 
Two  overseers  and  twenty 

men. 


One    coxswain  and    eight 

men. 
One   coxswain     and    four 

men. 

One  ropemaker    and    one 

aasistent* 
One  executioner   and  one 

assistant. 


At  Sydney,  the  brickfields,  and  all  the  adjoin- 
ing districts. 

Cutting  posts,  raib,  and  rafters,  splitting  of 
palling,  loading  and  unloading  of  ships, 
longboats,  repairing  the  roads,  stowing  the 
store,  &c.,  &c. 

Belonging  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor's 
boat. 

In  the  longboats,  carrying  of  provission  to 
Paramatta,  and  bringing  of  grain,  boards, 
&o.,  from  thence. 

Makeing  of  cordage  out  of  curryjong. 

This  man  had  two  people  allowed  to  his  farm 
for  his  services,  he  oeing  a  free  roan. 


1797 

IJui.  to 
81  Dec. 


At  PARRAMATrA,  1797. 


Xine  carpenters,  wheel- 
mrrights,  barrow-makers, 
jknd  labourers. 


Thirteen  blacksmiths,  tin 
jknd  hammermen,  file- 
grinders,  locksmiths, 
and  labourers. 


Made  a  new  felons'  goal,  double-logsed  and  Carpenters, 
thatched  a  bam  at  the  Ninety  Acres,  a 
new  stockyard  compleat,  with  a  picket 
fence,  and  penns  for  diseased  cattle ;  re- 
paired the  intiro  of  the  park  fence ;  built 
a  new  bridge  over  Duck  Kiver,  which  was 
before  impassable ;  built  a  house  in  the 
Governor's  garden,  25  feet  long  and  12 
feet  wide,  for  the  gardiners ;  made  doors 
and  window-shutters  for  the  military  bar- 
rack ;  built  a  skilling  to  Mr.  Atkins's 
house  ;  repaired  the  inside  of  the  common 
hutts ;  repaired  and  new  floored  the  bam 
at  Constitution  Hill. 

Made  44  steel  mills,  220  hoes,  57  shovels,  43  Black- 
spades,  38  draught  chains,  15  feet  long  "^^^bs. 
each,  120  breeching-chains,  212  gmbbing- 
hoes,  400  fallinff-axes.  1,800  harrow- teeth, 
408  pair  of  hooks  ana  hinges,  127  tommo- 
hawks,  47  bricklayers'  trowlq.  6  survey- 
ing chains^  47  chimney  and  pott  barrs,  24 
clawed  hammers,  37  thatching- knives,  227 
syckles,  4  sett  of  weights  compleat  (from 
one  pound  to  fifty-six)  for  the  store,  15 
broad  axes  for  the  carpenters,  157  sawyrs* 
dogs,  24  sledge-hammers,  37  cart  axle- 
trees,  27  pitchforks,  47  pair  of  beetle  rings, 
28  saw  tillers,  27  shingling-hammers,  15 
door  locks  and  keys,  45  padlocks  and  keys  ; 
repaired  76  padlocks ;  made  streaks  and 
naiU  for  the  carts,  timber  carriages,  and 
waggons. 
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1707 

1  Jan.  to 
81  Deo. 


MaBons. 


Bj&tu&n  of  Labour  at  Sydney,  &c. — coniinued. 


Men  Employed. 


Miaoel- 
laneoiu. 


Woik  Executed. 


One  nuMMm,  one  plaMterer, 
and  two  labourers. 


One  overseer  and  foar  men 

One  overseer  and  four  do. 
Eight  sawyers       

Three  tailors         

Two  shoemakers 

One    overseer     and    '^ten 
men. 


Twelve   men   makeing  of 

bricks. 
Six   men,   with    oxen,   to 

two  timber  carriages. 

Foar  men,  with  oxen,  to 
two  oarts. 

Two  barbers         

Two  bakers  

One  gardiner  and  two  as- 
sistants. 
One  man 

Eighteen  men       

Eij^t  men  ... 

v^ue    uo*    ...        •••        •«• 

One    do.    ...        ... 

Eighteen    constables  and 
watchmen. 


Plaistered  and  whitewashed  the  hoose  of  tiie 
Rev*d  Mr.  Marsden,  the  hosmtal  and 
surgeons'  houses,  Mr.  Livingston  s,  and  all 
Gov't  hutts  ;  built  a  chimney  and  repaired 
a  house  for  the  residence  of  the  Provost- 
Martial  when  at  Parramatta  upon  dnty; 
do.  for  Mr.  Barrington,  the  High  Con- 
stable ;  whitewashed  the  erannary  ;  paved 
a  yard  for  Mr.  Atkins ;  built  a  dumney 
and  repaired  the  house  of  Mr.  Broughton ; 
repaired,  plaistered,  and  whitewashed  the 
miUtary  barrack  and  ffuard-hoose ;  do.  the 
houses  of  Messra.  Hume  and  Jameson, 
superintendents;  made63giiDdBtaiies,and 
broke  out  stone  for  various  uses. 

Constantly  collecting,  cleaning,  and  burning 
shells  into  lime. 

Burning  charcoal  for  smiths,  &c. 

Cutting  boards,  scantling,  girders,  Ac,  for 
various  uses. 

Made  7G  pair  of  trow^ers,  148  frocks,  28  jackets, 
15  pair  of  breeches,  and  400  bags ;  occasion- 
ally at  other  work. 

Made  98  pair  of  shoes,  sealed  147,  and  repaired 
312  do. 

Bringing  timber  to  the  saw-pitts,  charcoal  to 
smith's,  loading  and  discharging  of  boatB 
to  and  from  Sydney,  mangrove  for  the 
wheelwrights,  provissions  to  Toongabbee, 
&c.,  &C. 

Made  6,000  bricks  per  week. 

Bringing  timber  to  the  saw-pitts,  boards  from 
thence,  &c 

Bringing  wood  to  the  guard-houses  and  bsr- 
racks,  brick  to  the  several  buildings,  gnin 
to  the  store  and  to  the  wharf,  for  Sydney* 

Shaveing  all  the  servants  of  Uovemment. 

Bakeing  for  do.  do. 

At  the  garden  belonging  to  Government  House. 

Att'g  to  ring  the  bell  that  assembles  the  people 

to  work. 
In  care  of  Goverment  cattle. 

Old  and  feeble,  taking  care  of  hutts  when  the 

people  were  at  work. 
Made  6  dozen  of  brooms  per  week. 
Makeing  and  repairing  sieves  and  basketa 
At  Parramatta,  the  north  boundaries,  and  the 
adjacent  districts. 
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Return  of  Labour  at  Sydney,  <bc. — continued. 


Men  EmpUnyGd. 


Sweaty-four  men 


Onebirber 
One  thatcher 
One  miller ... 
teamen... 
Poor  men  ... 

One  shoemaker 
^etaylor  ... 
^man    ... 
^ht  constables 

^   do.    ... 
^onr  do.    ... 


Work  Executed. 


ram 

IJan.  to 
31  Dec. 


I 


At  Toongabbie. 

Made  a  large  shed  for  cattle  ;  built  a  new  bam,  Work  at 
80  feet  long  and  20  wide ;  shingled  and  Toongabbie. 
weather-boarded  it ;  made  and  put  up 
oorn-binns ;  repaired  tbe  house  of  Mr. 
Fitzgerald,  the  superintendant  ;  built  an 
oven  for  the  public  baker ;  built  chimnies 
and  repaired  all  the  Goverment  hutts ; 
hoed  up,  burned  off  the  weeds,  and  pre- 
pared  for  wheat  299  acres  2  r.  19i  p.  ;  do. 
for  maize,  112  a.  2  r.  23  p.  ;  sowed  .6i2|- 
bushels  of  seed  wheat ;  the  women  weed- 
ing, &c. 

Shaveing  all  the  servants  of  Goverment. 

Thatching  of  hutts,  wheat-stacks,  &c.,  &c. 

In  charge  of  the  steel  mills. 

Takeing  caro  of  Goverment  cattle. 

Old  and  feeble,  takeing  care  of  the  hutts  when 

the  people  were  at  work. 
Repairing  shoes. 

Repairing  jackets,  trowsers,  kc, ,  &c. 

Getting  wood  and  water  for  the  guard-house. 

In  charge  of  the  bams,  wheat-stacks,  grannaries, 

storehouse,  preserving  the  peace,  &c.,  kc. 
At  George*s  River. 

At  the  Hawkesbur^'. 


Jno.  Hunter. 


Live  Stock. — 3 Ist  December,  1797. 

^onee. 

Mares. 

Homed  Cattle. 

Hogs. 

Sheep. 

Goats. 

Oxen.      ^^ 

Mole. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

26           58 

182 

105 

4,247 

743 

1,714 

781 

1,495 

Live  Stock. 


Land  in  Cultivation. — 31st  December,  1797. 


Acres  in  Wheat. 

Acres  for  Maize. 

Acres  in  Barley. 

8,«li 

1,627 

26^ 

Land  in 
cultivation. 
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1796  Memorial  of  Commissary  Palmer.* 

4  Jan.      The  memoi*ial  of  John  Palmer,  Commissary  of  Stores  and  Pix)- 
visions  to  his  Majesty's  settlement  in  New  South  Wales, — 

Sheweth — 
^mmiftwry  That  your  memorialist  was  appointed  Comm'y  as  aforesaid  on 
*^^*''       the  12th  of  April,  1790,  by  Arthur  Phillip,  Esq.,  then  Governor- 

General  of  the  said  territory,  and  confirmed  in  that  appointment 

by  his  Majesty  the  2nd  day  of  June,  1791. 

That  your  memorialist  prior  to  that  appointment  had  ser\'ed 

twenty- two  years  in  his  Majesty's  navy,  during  which  period  he 

His  services,  had  suffered  considerably  by  having  been  captured  in  the  course 

of  the  American  war,  and  by  the  loss  of  his  Majesty's  late  ship 

Sirius,  of  which  your  memorialist  was  at  that  time  purser. 

That  your  memorialist,  at  the  time  of  his  appointment  in  April, 
1790,  as  aforesaid,  was  assured  by  Governor  Phillip  that  he  wati 
not  to  consider  the  salary  annexed  thereto  as  permanent,  but  that 
after  a  few  years  discharge  of  the  duties  of  Commissary  (which  at 
that  time  were  far  less  extensive  and  important  than  they  now 
are)  he  would  then  have  a  claim  upon  Government  for  an  increase 
of  salary,  or  some  emoluments  adequate  thereto. 

Expulsion         That  your  memorialist,  from  the  encreasing  numbers  in  the 

department,  colony  since  his  first  appointment,  and  from  the  many  settlements 
since  established  (so  distant  from  the  seat  of  Government)  where 
provisions,  stores,  d:c.,  are  obliged  to  be  deposited,  and  regularly 
issued,  and  where  considerable  pui*chases  of  grain  are  of  necessity 
made  yearly,  has  been  compelled  to  entrust  the  management  thereof 
to  persons  who  are  by  no  means  qualified  for  the  same,  or  capable 
of  keeping  their  accounts  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  your  Loixl- 
ships,  which  has  been  the  source  of  infinite  confusion  and  trouble 
to  your  memorialist. 

That  your  memorialist,  not  having  the  assistance  necessary  to 
enable  him  to  discharge  the  various  duties  of  the  department 
committed  to  his  trust  (now  become  very  extensive,  and  of  great 
importance)  is  prevented  from  paying  that  personal  attention  to 

StlcmlSits.  ^^®  different  and  distant  settlements  which  he  has  ever  beei^ 
anxious  to  do,  and  which  he  conceives  would  be  highly  conducive 
to  the  interests  of  his  Majesty's  sei*vice. 

That  your  memorialist  previous  to  his  departure  from  New 
South  Wales,  in  September,  1796,  by  letter  of  the  29th  of  August 

??"**ed  ^^  *^**  year,  represented  the  above  circumstances  to  his  Excel- 
lency Governor  Hunter,  requesting  at  the  same  time  that  he 
would  be  pleased  to  lay  the  same  before  your  Lordships,  which 
your  memorialist  has  every  reason  to  suppose  his  Excellency  ban 
complied  with. 


*  This  memorial  wu  addressed  to  the  Riyht  Honourable  the  Lords  Commissionc 
Majesty's  Treasury.    It  was  dated  4th  January,  1708,  at  which  time  Palmer  was  in 


Commissioners  of  his. 
London^ 
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That  your  memorialist  hopes  your  Lordships  will  take  into       1798 
^^nsideration  what  is  above  stated,  and  see  the  necessity  of  his      4  j^, 
^ving  such  assistance  in  his   department  afforded  him  as  will 
^n^ble  him  to  comply  strictly  with  your  Lordships'  directions  for 
the  good  of  his  Majesty's  service. 

That  your  memoidalist  now  prays  your  Lordships  will  be  pleased 
to  consider  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  his  situation  and  his  past 
iiervices,  and  grant  him  such  addition  to  his  present  salary,  and  An  increase 
such  assistance  in  his  department,  as  those  services  and  that  situ-  ^  ®*^'* 
ation  may  to  yoiv  Lordships  seem  to  merit. 

And  your  memorialist,  &c,  John  Palmer, 

Commissary. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland.* 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord  Duke,  10th  January,  1798.  10  Jan. 

Since  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  your  Grace  upon  the 
concerns  of  the  colony  by  the  ship  Britanniat  (yiO,  Canton),  dupli- 
cates of  which  letters  I  herewith  transmit,  I  had  occasion  to  send 
the  small  Colonial  schooner  to  Norfolk  Island,  and  I  have  heard 
from  thence. 

The  commanding  officer  J  there  complains  that  they  are  without  condition  of 
wheat,  and  informs  me  that  the  settlers  on  the  island  are  afraid  \!^^ 
to  risk  any  attempt  to  raise  that  grain,  from  the  ill  success  which 
lias  heretofore  attended  all  their  efforts ;   that  in  consequence  ot 
their  endeavours  to  increase  their  breed  of  swine  their  consump- 
tion of  maize  has  been  so  great  that  they  are  become  short  of  tliat 
grain  also.     For  these  reasons  he  requests  that  I  will  give  him  a 
discretional  power  occasionally  to  raise  the  price  of  fresh  pork,  by  The  price 
Way  of  encouraging  a  proper  attention  to  and  care  of  that  stock  ;  °'  p^'^''- 
*^ut  this  desire  I  have  not  judged  expedient  to  comply  with,  con- 
<^iving  it  may  insensibly  lead  to  inconveniences  of  some  extent. 

The  settlers  have  petitioned  me  to  the  like  effect,  and  also  to 
*^  permitted  to  build  a  vessel  for  navigating  between  the  island  Shiu- 
*iid  this  place ;  but  as  I  do  not  think  the  reasons  urged  in  their  *"^* 
petition  are  of  sufficient  weight,  and  I  suppose  that  the  same  rage 
*^f  traffic  which  prevails  here  has  already  reached  that  island,  and 
^'lU  in  due  time  effect  the  ruin  of  the  settlers  there,  as  it  has  done 
^^any  here,  I  have  positively  forbid  the  building  a  vessel. 

Enclo8ed§  is  my  letter  to  the  commanding  officer  on  the  subject 
^*  his  complaints,  and  paper  No.  2,  which  I  have  sent  to  be  made 
Public,  They  certainly  labor  under  very  great  inconveniences, 
^*xd  are  exposed  to  numerous  impositions  in  the  purchase  of  such 

f  *  The  Duke  of  Portland's  reply  to  this  and  subf  equent  letters  of  Go^  ernor  Hunter  will  be 
■<>^ud  under  date  5th  November,  1799.— Post,  p.  733. 

t  The  Britannia  sailed  from  Sydney  in  company  \rith  the  Ganges,  in  AuRUst,  1797. 

\  Captain  Tow'nson.  S  The  enclosures  are  mivsing. 
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1796 

10  Jan. 

Profits  of 
merchants. 


IS 


Advantoffe 
of  a  pubuc 
store. 


articles  as  are  occasionally  sent  from  hence  for  sale  there ; 
that  is  an  hardship  which  I  have  it  not  in  my  power  to 
or  remove.     True  it  is  that  they  generally  exact  an  advance 
five  hundred  per  cent,  upon  the  price  charged  here,  and  thai 
seldom  less  than  an  equal  increase  on  the  original  valne,  so 
the  labor  of  twelve  months  will  go  but  very  little  way  in  the  pu 
chase  of  those  trifling  comforts  which,  until  they  arrived  here^ 
may  have  been  all  their  lives  accustomed  to  receive.     This, 
Grace  will  see,  is  a  verj'  hard  case,  and,  no  doubt,  furnishes  grou 
for  discontent. 

If  what  I  have  said  and  taken  the  liberty  to  suggest  in 
letter  No.  25,*  relating  to  the  establishment  of  a  public  store  o 
account  of  Government,  should  be  adopted,  a  branch  of  thatstor 
might  be  fixed  upon  Norfolk  Island,  and  I  am  convinced  th 
Government  might  be  very  moderate,  and  by  a  very  small  adva 
tage  might,  thro*  the  means  of  such  a  store,  lessen  the  expence  n      i^f 


Improvising^ 
implements. 


Survivors 
from  the 
Endeavour 


landed  at 

Norfollc 

Island. 


maintaining  the  con\'icts ;   and  was  such  a  store  established, 
would  recommend  that  a  certain  quantity  of  spirits  be  sent,  f( 
the  purpose  of  putting  an  entire  and  decided  stop  to  the  impoi 
tion  of  that  article  by  any  but  through  the  immediate  channd 
Government     In  short,  my  Lord,  I  confess  myself  at  a  loss  w! 
means  to  devise  for  preventing  the  importation  of  this  article  i 
large  quantities  by  individuals. 

The  public  lalx>r  on  Norfolk  Island,  as  well  as  at  this  place, 
now  very  slowly  carried  on,  for  want  of  a  supply  of  those 
which  have  been  long  solicited.     At  this  time,  my  Lord,  I 
obliged  to  order  the  iron  bars  fi*om  the  windows  of  various  buil< 
ings  to  work  up  into  tools  and  implements  of  husbandry,  and 
make  nails  from  old  iron  hoops.     These  various  wants  your 
will  pardon  my  mentioning  so  often. 

In  the  accounts  received  from  Norfolk  Island,  I  am  informed 
an  American  snow,t  which  had  refitted  here,  having  called  th 
and  landed  thirty-five  people  who  had  been  left  at  Dusky  Bay,  i 
New  Zealand,  when  the  ship  Endeavour  was  wrecked  there^  aboa 
twenty  months  before.    As  I  had  long  been  apprehensive  that  somi 
of  these  people  might  still  be  in  that  melancholy  situation, 
the  master  of  this  American  having  offered  to  go  thither  and 
off  such  people  as  he  might  find,  and  land  them  upon 
Island,  on  condition  that  I  would  permit  his  taking  from 
wreck  what  stores  he  might  want,  I  refused  my  sanction  to 
taking  anything  from  the  wreck,  but  said  he  might  make 
terms  he  could  with  the  people  he  might  find  belonging  to  her, 
that  I  would  give  him  a  letter  to  the  commanding  officer  upo* 
Norfolk  Island   to  permit  his  landing  these  people  there.    "^^ 

*  Ante,  p.  219. 

t  The  American  vessel  i»-as  called  the  Mercury  (Collins,  vol.  ii,  p.  iSy.  The  Endi 
consequence  of  her  unseaworthy  condition,  was  abandoned  at  Dusicy  Bay,  br 
Bampton,  in  October,  179C. 
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^^^ice  he  has  performed  under  many  difficulties,  and  has  sent      1796 

^e  a  copy  of  his  agreement  with  those  unfortunate  people  whose     xo  Jan. 

^^lorable  situation  for  so  long  a  time  had  given  me  much  concern. 

I  iiaye  now  to  inform  your  Grace  that  on  the  fifth  day  of  Sep- 

^^mber  la8t,as  our  largest  and  best  boat,*  belonging  to  Government, 

^«s  on  her  way  to  the  Hawkesbury  River,  carrying  thither  a  few 

stores^  and  to  bring  from  thence  some  articles  wanted  here,  a  * 

service  on  which  she  was  constantly  employed,  she  was  taken  Runaway 

possession  of  by  a  part  of  the  crew,  assisted  by  a  few  men  in  «>»>vict^ 

Another  boat,  who  threatened  the  life  of  the  coxswain  and  all  who 

dared  to  oppose  them.    They  put  him  and  three  others  on  shore  at 

Hroken  Bay,  and  went  off  with  the  boat  we  know  not  whither. 

And  as  another  party  of  those  villains  went  off  some  time  after  in 

another  boat,  and  the  very  men  who  were  landed  from  the  first,  as 

unwilling  to  go,  were  a  part  of  the  second  gang,  I  am  of  opinion 

it  bad  been  a  long  concerted  plan.     Not  having  any  fit  vessel  to 

pursue   upon   such  occasion,   I   dispatched   two   row-boats,  well 

armed ;  the  one  went  about  sixty  miles  northward f  along  the  coast, 

and  the  other  forty  miles  southward,  but  without  success,  a  gale 

blowing  soon  after  the  escape  of  the  second  boat,  which  obliged 

the  officer  in  pursuit  to  land  upon  the  coast.     There  is  every  reason 

to  belieye  that  the  last  party  have  perished,  as  the  vessel  was  very 

feeble.  J     Most  of  those  people  were  of  the  last  Insh  convicts. 

Having  very  little  land  carriage  yet,  for  want  of  a  sufficiency  of 
large  cattle,  all  our  business  between  the  different  districts  is  water- 
necessarily  carried  on  by  boats.     We  shall  consequently  l^e  liable  carriapr^. 
to  such  desertions  for  want  of  fit  craft  to  send  in  pursuit.     I  am 
no^w  endeavoring  to  build  one. 

-A.  third  attempt  was  preparing  soon  after  the  seconti,  of  which, 
saving  gained  some  private  information,  I  was  enabled  to  take 
®^ps  for  counteracting  them.  Tliey  were  suffered  to  make  their 
Preparations  until  the  night  on  which  they  were  to  have  departed, 
^'^^i  I  then  collected  the  whole  of  the  constables  and  seized  a  party  An  abortive 
^^  fourteen,  together  with  a  large  deposit  of  sea  stores.  I  sent  for  J^^^^  ^ 
thetn  the  next  day,  and  spoke  to  them  in  public  upon  the  madness 
**^  folly  of  their  scheme.  They  received  a  severe  corporal  punish- 
^entj  and  are  now  kept  to  hard  labor.  I  trust  this  disappointment 
^^1  serve  to  discourage  similar  attempts  in  future. 

Xhese  desertions  will  in  some  degree  serve  to  show  your  Grace 
^'^t  the  opinion  which  I  ventured  to  give  in  my  letter,  No.  27, 
'^lative  to  the  proposed  plan  for  catching  and  curing  fish  for  the 


.  ^^^^^  Ciraiberiaiid.    An  account  of  iht  seisure  is  ^ven  by  Collins  (vol.  ii,  p.  47). 
i^^^i%ia  boat  was  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  John  Shortlaud,  son  of  Lieutenant  Shortland,  the 
rf^^l  ai^ent  in  charjsre  of  the  transports  of  the  First  Fleet.     It  was  on  this  trip  that  he 


^^j-^ered  Hunter  River.  As  early  as  June,  1796,  the  existence  of  coal  at  what  is  now 
ftjy^^  as  Newcastle  had  been  demonstrated  by  8<Nne  fishennen  who  had  been  forced  to 
^K  ^  shelter  there.    For  Lieutenant  Shortland's  subsequent  movements  see  the  Naval 

"*^icle,  vol.  xxiv. 
•rJ  jHiese  people  remained  at  \tktge  until  March,  1708.    For  an  account  of  their  movements 
^^  v'ollins,  vol.  il.  pp.  52,  78,  94,  99. 
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use  of  the  colony,  is  not  wholly  without  foundation.*    I  m 
beg  permission   to  observe  that  the  lenity  and  compassi 
pressed  in  England  for  the  survivors  of  those  who  went  o: 
the  King's  boat  in  the  year  1791,t  I  fear  may  have  contribui 
encourage  similar  attempts  now.     Had  those  people  been  seni 
and  tried  in  this  country  for  taking  away  the  boat,  and 
perpetrating  of  other  robbei-ies  upon  that  occasion,  we  sho 
have  any  schemes  of  that  kind  projected  now. 

I  send  enclosed,  No.  3,  a  list  of  the  deserters  J  respect'g 
have  written  to  the  commander-in-chief  of  his  Majesty's  si 
the  East  Indies,  because  I  think  it  probable  they  may  have 
their  course  that  way. 

In  my  letter  No.  27  I  mentioned  the  entire  condemn* 
his  Majesty's  ship  Supply.  I  am  now  sorry  to  add  that  t' 
infirm  and  leaky  state  of  the  Reliance  has  obliged  me  to 
her,  and  to  give  her  such  repairs  as  our  strength  admit 
chief  concern  is  that  the  length  of  time  requisite  for  such 
has  completely  lost  the  season  for  returning  to  the  Cape  of 
Hope  for  another  cargo  of  live  cattle,  and  has  much  retarde< 
other  public  works.  My  complaints  I'elative  to  the  sta 
condition  of  those  two  ships,  from  which  I  expected  to  d 
much  l)enefit  to  this  colony,  I  have  made  to  the  Admiral 
Navy  Boards.  It  is  therefore  not  necessary  to  trouble  your 
further  upon  that  subject. 

I  enclose  for  your  Grace's  perusal  a  letter.  No.  4,§  which 
lately  received  from  the  settlers  in  one  of  the  districts, 
also  received  similar  petitions  from  those  of  the  other  distri 
which  they  complain  of  the  prices  charged  them  by  the  dil 
dealers  to  be  still  higher  than  those  in  the  enclosed  paper.    I 
being  out  of  all  reason  exorbitant,  what  may  we  call  the  pr 
Norfolk  Island  1 

From  this  paper,  my  Lord,  you  w^ill  discover  how  necessa 
that  their  distresses  be  considered,  and  that  some  means  be  ( 
for  relieving  them  in  the  purchase  of  such  European  arti 
they  require. 

Notwithstanding  the  vast  number  of  settlers  as  appear 
the  register,  I  see  clearly,  my  Lord,  that  unless  some  in 
established  for  putting  an  effectual  stop  to  the  trading 
officers  and  othera,  and  consequently  to  the  immense  price^ 
time  to  time  imposed  upon  the  articles  in  requisition,  instj 
our  cultivation  encreasing  I  fear  we  shall  i*aise  less  grain' 
year.  The  settlers  are  so  frequently  ruined,  their  crops  moHj 
their  pei-sons  imprisoned,  and  their  families  beggared,  and  I 

^  Ante,  p.  234.  ' 

t  Hunter  e>'idently  refers  to  the  escape  of  William  Br\'ant  and  his  companions,  I- 
1791. 

I  This  list  is  missing. 

§  The  letter  from  the  settlers  is  missing,  but  one  apparently  of  similar  purpoi 
found  at  p.  S67,  post. 
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back  upon  the  public  store  to  prevent  starving  through  the  heavy       1796 
debts  they  contract,  having  no  other  means  to  which  they  can     lojan. 
apply,  that  their  ground  by  this  means  becomes  useless  for  the 
want  of  strength  to  work  it. 

These  considerations  have  determined  me  to  use  every  effort  in  Efforts  to 
my  power  to  render  Government  as  far  independent  as  possible  of  '*'**""♦ 
the  farms  of  individuals  ;  but  to  accomplish  that  completely  will 
require  many  years,  and  many  hands  with  many  additional  officers, 
particularly  when  it  is  considered  what  was  the  state  of  the  colony 
when  it  fell  into  my  hands ;  however,  the  efforts  of  vigorous  exer- 
tions are  every  year  more  and  more  apparent,  and  I  shall  conse- 
quently raise  all  the  grain  I  can. 

I  have  began  with  such  strength  as  I  am  possessed  of  to  clear 
some  ground  for  Government,  the  distance  of  near  three  miles 
from  Parramatta,  in  a  very  beautiful  situation ;  and  a  few  of  the 
marine  settlers  are  fixed  upon  the  banks  of  a  river  which  empties  settien  on 
itself  into  Botany  Bay,  where  the  land  promises  well ;  but  as  I  o«orge'« 
shall  now  furnish  your  Grace  with  a  small  chart,  originally  con- 
structed by  myself,  and  which  I  have  corrected  in  an  excursion 
I  have  lately  made  to  the  southward,  your  Grace  will  find  these 
places  pointed  out.* 

On  this  excuraion  I  was  highly  gratifyed  to  fall  in  with  an  herd 
of  our  wild  cattle,  in  which  sixty-seven  in  number  were  counted ;  wud  cattle, 
but  having  the  former  year  seen  a  greater  number  together,  I  am 
of  opinion  they  divide  into  separate  herda  This  conjecture  was  con- 
firmed soon  after  by  the  return  of  a  few  officers,  who  had  taken  the 
same  rout.  They  fell  accidentally  upon,  I  believe,  the  whole  herd 
together,  for  they  were  too  numerous  to  be  ascertained,  but  they 
judged  them  to  be  about  one  hundred  and  seventy.  This  is  highly 
probable. 

A  small  river  has  been  lately  discovered  by  a  boat  I  had  occa-  Jj>n*«' 
sion  to  send  northward  in  pursuit  of  the  deserters ;  it  is  about 
sixty-five  miles  from  this  part ;  on  its  south  shore  and  near  the 
water  a  considerable  quantity  of  coal  was  discovered,  and  speci- 
mens were  brought  hither.  As  soon  as  the  public  service  will 
admit  of  my  absence  from  hence,  I  propose  to  go  thither  in  a 
boat  and  examine  this  discovery  myself,  after  which  your  Grace 
sliall  be  more  particularly  informed. 

Tliere  was  a  considerable  quantity  of  coal  discovered  to  the  Coai  aiff. 
southward  of  this  harbour,  t  and  I  directed  it  to  be  examined ; 
specimens  were  accordingly  brought,  which  I  sent  to  Sir  Joseph 
Banks  by  the  last  China  ship.      This  coal  is  very  good,  but 
difficult  to  attain,  being  a  strata  or  vein  of  an  immense  steep  cliff, 

*  The  chart  is  reprodacod,  with  the  exception  of  the  lettering,  wl^ich  has  been  made  more 
legible ;  vrith  this  exception  It  is  an  exact  reproduction,  on  a  rrauced  scale,  of  the  original. 

t  Ante,  pp.  287,  289.  The  coal  was  originally  discovered  in  May,  1707,  by  three  survivors 
of  the  party  which  left  the  wreck  of  the  Sydney  Cove  and  attempted  to  wallc  to  Sydney.— 
Appendix  A. 
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1796      near  the  sea,  extending  eigiit  or  nine  miles  along  the  coast  aouth- 
10  Jan.     ^&rd»  n-or,  unless  we  can  find  some  little  harbour  near,  can  we 
hope  to  derive  any  great  advantage  from  it. 

Were  I  to  close  this  letter  without  b^gtng  permission  to  draw 
jour  Gi'ace's  attention  for  a  moment  to  a  matter  which  I  conceive 
of  some  importance  to  this  colony,  I  should  accuse  myself  of 
neglect  of  duty.  I  mean  to  observe,  my  Lord,  that  if  so  large  a 
Irish  *  proportion  of  these  lawless  and  turbulent  people,  the  Lnsh  convicts^ 
«•■""<*-  are  sent  into  this  country,  it  wiU  scarcely  be  possible  to  maintain 
that  order  so  highly  essential  to  our  well-being.  Those  whom  we 
have  received  from  that  country  within  the  last  year  have  com- 
pletely ruined  those  whom  we  had  formerly  received  from  England, 
who,  although  extremely  bad,  were  by  no  means  equal  in  infamy 
and  turbulence  to  the  others  until  mixed  with  them,  which  it  is 
Perjury.  impossible  to  avoid.  The  shocking  crime  of  perjury  is  now  become 
so  common  that  it  is  difficult  to  bring  the  most  atrocious  criminala 
to  justice.  Permit  me  to  hope,  my  Lord,  that  your  Grace  will 
consider  this  evil,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  have  it  corrected  by  a 
less  proportionate  supply  of  such  characters.  Our  numbers,  and 
the  infant  state  of  this  colony,  will  not  admit  of  its  being  filled  up 
wholly  with  the  very  worst  of  characters. 

I  hope  that  such  of  the  civil  officers  of  the  colony  as  are  absent 
from  their  duty  may  by  this  time  be  on  their  return,  for  I  am 
exceedingly  in  want  of  the  assistance  of  the  whole  of  them.  My 
The  fatigues  task  has  become  so  extremely  arduous  and  fatiguing  that  I  clearly 
^  ^  ^'  see  the  impossibility  of  a  single  individual  being  capable,  with 
justice  to  Government,  to  attend  to  the  whole  of  the  intricate 
concerns  of  this  colony. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  your  Grace  will  soon  discover  the  neces- 
sity (if  Government  is  to  continue  to  farm  so  extensively  and  to 
Oovemment  have  numerous  herds  of  cattle)  that  some  very  respectable  persons 
heMB.*°  ^6  appointed  to  have  the  immediate  care  and  superintend  the 
management  of  those  respective  and  valuable  concerns;  for  to 
suppose  it  possible  that,  in  the  extended  state  and  concerns  of 
this  colony,  the  Governor,  who  has  so  multiply ed  a  variety  of 
duties  to  do,  can  possibly  attend  those,  will  only  be  found  to  occa- 
sion much  loss,  and  create  an  expence  far  beyond  the  value  of 
such  appointments.  ^ 

Expendi-  Permit  me,  my  Lord,  before  1  conclude  this  letter  to  recur  to  the 

*^"**  expences  which  your  Grace  has  observed  is  occasioned  by  this  colony, 

and  on  which  subject  I  also  some  time  past  heard  from  the  Treasury. 
Sufier  me  to  assure  your  Grace  that  the  drawing  of  bills  for 
expences  incurred  in  this  colony,  however  necessary  and  unavoid- 
able they  have  hitherto  been  on  my  part,  is  the  only  duty  which 
in  a  long  service  of  his  Majesty  I  ever  performed  with  reluctance ; 
it  occasions  to  me  a  labour  and  anxiety  of  mind  which  very  far 
surpasses  all  the  fatigues  of  the  body. 
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It  fell  to  my  lot,  my  Lord,  to  undertake  the  business  and  man-       1198 
agemeut  of  this  colony  at  a  most  unfortunate  period,  not  only  on     lo  jm. 
account  of  the  mother  country  being  engaged  in  an  expensive  .    — 
war,  but  that  its  own  internal  concerns  were  in  a  state  that  I  do  explanation. 
not  wish,  after  what  I  have  already  said,  to  repeat,  further  than 
that  they  have  occasioned  much  expence  to  tlie  niition,  which  no 
human  wisdom  could  put  an  immediate  stop  to  ;  indeed,  my  Lord, 
it  requires  time  to  conquer  the  difficulties  I  allude  to. 

I  have  in  a  former  letter  stated  generally  from  whence  those 

expences  arise.     I  must  again  take  the  liberty  of  adding  to  those 

remarks  that  your  Grace  may  not  liave  adverted  to  the  original 

allowance  of  provision  issued  to  the  people  having  been  composed  Provisions. 

of  various  articles.     Now,  having  notlung  to  issue  but  the  salt 

provision  sent  from  England  and  the  wheat  rais'd  in  the  country, 

it  becomes  necessary  to   cover  every  other  deficiency   with  an 

additional  quantity  of  wheat,  which  makes  the  expence  of  that 

Article  very  considerable.     For  this  expence  bills  must  be  drawn 

liere.     You  will  discover,  my  Lord,  that  whilst  we  continue  to 

Jiave  ao  great  a  demand  for  this  grain  we  cannot  expect  so  early 

«s  we  could  wish  to  reduce  its  price ;  but  were  those  articles  which 

ori^nally  constituted  a  part  of  the  common  ration  sent  us  from 

£ngland  as  formerly,  we  should  have  less  occasion  to  purchase  so  Purchase  of 

2sLTge  a  quantity.     But  I  must  beg  to  be  undei*stood,  my  Lord,  as  ^^'^^' 

^lot  wishing  that  Govemm't  should  be  at  this  expence  whilst  we 

can  raise  a  substitute  in  this  country,  but  merely  to  explain  that 

£f  the  articles  were  sent  this  expence  would  not  appear  in  the 

^latne  of  the  Governor  ;  but  from  this  vast  demand,  occasioned  by 

tihe  chief  part  of  the  ration  being  wheat,  the  produce  of  the  whole 

nonnon  is  scarcely  sufficient  to  bring  round  the  fresh  cropa     I  was 

"^bis  last  aeason  on  that  account  obliged  to  shorten  the  allowance 

^or  a  time.     As  fer  as  I  can  venture  to  speak  from  my  own  judg-  H^^^ye 

tnezLt  and  observation,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  consider  this  country 

for  the  produce  of  wheat,  and  probably  much  other  grain,  as  good 

9£  any  I  ever  knew ;  and  that  capable  and  industrious  people,  as 

farmers,  instead  of  the  worthless  set  we  have  had,  would  have 

Xuade  w^onderful  progress  in  a  very  few  years. 

I  must  beg  that  your  Grace  w  ill  take  into  considerntion  another 

^rent  cause  of  the  expence  with  which  your  Grace  appears  dis- 

f^atisiied.     That  instead  of  those  buildings  which  were  necessary 

l>eing  raised,  whilst  there  were  artificers  in  the  colony,  and  at  the 

^Bposal  of  Government,  I  found  those  formerly  erected  for  various  ^^^Jilo"' 

purposes  in  ruins  ;  the  whole  towns  of  Parramatta  and  Toongabbee,  buildings, 

■^^hich  were  built  for  the  reception  of  convicts,  upon  their  arrival, 

'W'ere  absolutely  in  decay.     If  these  undeniable  truths  are  not 

Bufficient  to  account  for  much  of  our  expences,  I  must  be  at  a  loss 

'What  ar]gnment8  to  use.    What  was  theref oi^e  left  for  me  to  attend 

to  was  evident.  I  must  repair  and  build  without  delay,  to  jM'event 
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1708      that  distress,  that  loss  and  expence,  which  must  certainly  have 

10  Jan.     attended  any  indifference  on  my  part.    These  facts  are  too  ohvious 

to  many  on  the  spot  to  render  any  studied  arguments  of  mine 

^naequence  i^®*3®8sary  to  prove  what  vast  sums  might  have  been  saved  by  a 

of  n^ect    timely  attention  to  matters  of  so  much  importance.     My  hands, 

through  these  and  other  means,  have  been  most  completely  tied 

up  from  those  concerns  which  your  Grace  has  recommended  an 

attention  to,  and  which  I  well  know  the  importance  of ;  in  short 

my  Lord,  I  can  only  repeat  my  observation  that  the  colony  fell 

under  my  direction  at  a  most  unfortunate  period,  and  in  a  very 

unpleasant  state,  from  various  causes,  all  of  which  1  trust  I  shall  get 

the  better  of,  if  I  keep  my  health  and  your  Grace  is  satisfied  that 

nothing  will  be  wanting  on  my' part  to  promote  the  public  interest. 

The  opinions*  of  the  Lord  Advocate  and  the  Lord  Justice-Clerk 
of  Scotland  relative  to  the  men  sent  from  thence  for  sedition  were 
highly  satisfactory  to  me. 

Enclosed  is  a  petition  from  Norfolk  Island,  No.  5,t  which  I  beg 
to  lay  before  your  Grace. 

I  cannot  help  observing,  my  Lord,  that  this  colony  has  now 
been  a  long  time  established  without  a  proper  building  for  the 
clergy  to  perform  divine  service  in,  which  is  really  a  disgrace  U} 
us  as  a  Christian  colony,  and  had  not  my  hands  been  so  tied  up 
a  church  should  have  been  raised  long  since ;  but  being  weak  in 
public  labour,  and  in  danger  of  considerable  loss  for  the  want  of 
proper  public  buildings,  1  have  not  been  able  to  attend  to  so  neces- 
sary a  work,  except  by  involving  considerable  public  expense.  I 
trust,  however,  that  I  shall  very  soon  be  able  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  a  church.  I 

The  ship  Supply  being  completely  condemned,  I  have  taken 
the  liberty  to  lay  down  the  keel  of  a  small  brig,  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  up  the  necessary  intercourse  with  Norfolk  Island  in  the 
absence  of  the  Reliance;  but  we  shall  want  stores  if  I  should  be 
able  to  complete  her,  which  I  have  no  doubt  off.  She  will  be 
from  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons 
burthen.  I  have,  <kc., 

Jno.  Huntkb. 

• 

Government  and  General  Order. 

10th  January,  17 98. 
Parole — Java.  Countersign — Malacca. 

ottn^om  ^^^^^^  ^  hereby  given  that  certificates  will  be  granted  at  the 
Commissary's  Office,  in  Sydney,  on  Friday,  the  26th  instant,  to 
such  people  as  appear  to  have  completed  their  time  of  servitude 
in  this  countiy.  Jno.  Hunter. 

*  Ante,  p.  Ill  et  uq.         f  Thig  petition  is  missinsr. 

S  The  first  church  wasbomt  down  on  Monday,  Ist  October,  1706;  (post,  p.  4ft5X  It  msthe 
one  built  by  the  Chaplain  durinir  Orose's  Lieutenant-Oovernorsnip.  Sec  also  Collins, 
vdL  11  p.  l».  *^  *  *^ 


Ship- 
building. 


CONVICT  ESCAPEES.  351 

Governor  King's  Commission.*  1796 

Lieutenant-Governor  Kino,  of  Norfolk  Island,  is  to  go  out  to     lOJan. 
New  South  Wales  with  a   dormant  Commission   as   Governor-  Ll•uteiMlnt^ 

CTeneral.  Governor 

King. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

19th  Januar}%  1798.         id  Jan. 
Parole — Amiabl  e.  Coun  tersign — Virtuous. 

The   severe   sufferings   of  those  infatuated  people  who  carried  Efcapcw. 
away  a  boat  belonging  to  Kamsay,  a  settler,  have  been  such  as 
we  hope  will  deter  others  from  making  any  such  attempt  here- 
after,  t     One  of  the  men  who  did  belong  to  the  boat,  and  was 
carried  away  against  his  will,  having  returned  to  this  place  in  an 
extraordinary  way  and  wretched  condition,  has  given  us  a  cir- 
cumstantial account  of  their  sufferings.      Finding  it  impossible 
to  agree  amongst  themselves  (which  will  ever  be  the  case  where 
engaged  in  a  bad  design),  and  being  in  a  most  melancholy  situa-  Tj^., 
tion  for  want  of  food,  one- half  the  crew,  through  the  principle  and  probable 
of  self-preservation,  have  deceived  the  other,  and  have  left  them  ''^^®- 
upon  a  desolate  island  on  some  part  of  this  coast,  the  situation  of 
-which  we  cannot  ascertain,  where  therefore  they  must  inevitably 
perish.    It  is  well  known  tbat  the  whole  wou'd  gladly  have  returned 
to  Sydney,  and  submitted  to  any  punishment  short  of  death  ;  but 
they  had  forfeited  their  lives  by  the  ill-advised  step  thoy  had  taken. 
Those  who  have  got  possession  of  the  boat  belonging  to  Owen 
Cavenagh  will,  in  all  human  probability,  share  a  similar  fate. 

The  Governor,  desirous  of  opening  the  eyes  of  many  of  the 
ignorant  people  of  this  colony  to  their  own  interest  and  happiness, 
particularly  those  who  have  lately  arrived  in  it  (for  he  does  not  ^^^ 
tind  aiiy  others  so  wicked,  so  lost  to  a  sense  of  their  own  comforts, 
as  to  be  concerned  in  such  mad  and  extravagant  schemes),  has 
thought  proper  to  state  briefly  the  situation  of  those  ill-fated  people, 
and  also  to  shew  that  he  is  desirous  of  giving  every  information 
which  can  contribute  to  render  them  contented  with  their  present 
lot,  and  dispose  them  to  that  industry  which  in  this  country  will 
insure  them  every  moderate  enjoyment.  His  Excellency,  from 
having  understood  that  some  of  those  people  lately  arrived  here 
from  Ireland,  and  whose  ignorance  makes  them  the  sport  of  more 
wicked  and  designing  knaves,  have  picked  up,  some  how  or  other, 
an  idle  story  of  the  possibility  of  travelling  from  hence  to  China,  The  way  to 
or  finding  some  other  colony  where  they  expect  every  comfort 
without  the  trouble  of  any  labour,  has,  to  convince  them  of  the 
folly  and  absurdity  of  such  opinions,  and  also  as  far  as  possible  to 
prevent  that  loss  of  life  which  must  certainly  attend  every  attempt 

*  Reprinted  from  the  Tr^te  Bnton  of  10th  January,  1798.    The  text  of  the  Commission 
wQl  be  found  on  p.  381,  post, 
t  This  was  the  seisure  made  on  the  Snd  October,  1708.— Collins,  vol.  2,  p.  62. 
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1706      to  discover  this  fancied  paradiae,  oixlered  from  among  those  dis- 

IB  Jan.     contented  people  foar  men  <rf  their  own  choice,  and  on  whoee 

story  they  can  depend,  to  be  supplied  with  yUrh&t  pioyiaion  they 

can  take,  and  to  travel   into  the  country  as  far  as  they  are 

capable. 

But  to  prevent  their  perishing,  which  would  certainly  be  their 
fate  if  left  to  themselves,  he  has  ordered  two  men,  long  accustomed 
to  the  woods  and  intimate  with  many  of  the  natives,  to  accompany 
them,  that  in  case  of  their  repenting  of  their  attempt  they  may 
be  brought  back  to  tell  their  own  story.*  It  may  not  be  improper 
to  mention  that  one  of  these  men  who  now  go  as  a  guide,  f  when 
liviug  many  months  amongst  the  mountain  savages,  fell  in  with 
i>yiiig  in  the  many  dead  bodies  of  men  whom  the  natives  assured  him  were 
buah.  white  men  who  had  perished  there,  and  we  know  they  were  some 

of  those  ignorant  people  who  had  left  this  place  in  search  of  some 
other,  where  they  idly  supposed  and  believed  they  would  be  more 
happy. 

The  Grovemor  judges  it  necessary  now  to  declare,  that  afiber 
having  taken  so  much  pains  and  trouble  to  prevent  those  ignoiant 
men  from  being  misled  by  more  wicked  and  mischievous  villaiasy 
and  to  convince  them  wherein  their  real  interest  and  happiness 
lays,  that  if  his  endeavours  prove  ineffectual,  and  any  sudi  wild 
A  w»niing.  and  madlike  plans  are  hereafter  laid  or  attempted,  that  whoever 
are  concerned  shall  receive  sudi  severity  of  punishment  as  may 
probably  prove  a  stronger  argument  against  such  schemes  than 
any  other  he  can  use,  and  he  will  find  for  such  people  a  situation 
in  which  they  will  not  have  much  time  to  employ  in  hatching 
mischief.  Jno.  Humtsr. 


CrOTERNMBKT  AND  GENERAL  OrBEB. 

22  Jan.  22nd  January,  1798. 

Parole — Pay.  Countersign — Honestly. 

Lftbooren'    SEVERAL  complaiuts  having  been  made  to  the  Governor  by  people 

^     who  are  in  the  habit  of  giving  credit  to  such  artificers  as  are  hired 

into  the  service  of  Government,  that  they  find  much  difficulty  in 

recovering  payment  of  those  debts  contracted  by  those  people,  and 

^  Hooter  pot  this  Bcheoie  ioto  ezawtioa.  On  Um  Uth  Jamniy,  lim,  the  faitgr,  moma- 
panied  by  a  guard  of  foor  aoldien,  staited  from  ParramottA.  Htcy  reached  aa  fur  as  ttie 
foot  of  the  uioontalns,  whan  three  of  the  oenTicts,  eonvinoed  of  thefr  «Tor,  leUuued  witti 
the  soldiers,  after  an  ahseaoe  of  tea  dajrs.  The  guides,  evklentiy  actinj^  ondcr  inntnirtiiois. 
pushed  on,  aod  did  not  retom  until  the  9th  Febroary.  Acoordin^^  to  tlie  aooooot  of  one  ef 
the  party,  a  froeatiao,  ''who  was  oaoaUe  of  givingrao  aceoont  of  theoocarreoessef  Um 
journey^  (Ck)llins,  vol.  ii,  p.  87X  they  started  from  Mount  Hooter  on  the  Sith  Jaooaij,  aad 
during  two  days  travelled  fourteen  miles  in  a  8.8.  W.  direction.  From  thenoe  thc^r  contfamod 
for  five  days,  taking  a  W.B.W.  dirsetion  for  Dinety*two  miles  ontil  they  ««ie  stoiipsd  bj 
hanger  and  "  the  head  of  a  river  %'ery  neariy  as  hurge  as  the  Hawkesbur>%  appearing  to  ran 
from  S.E.  to  N.W.**— Qi.,  p.  90.  Hie  yuaiml  of  ooe  of  tlie  party  will  be  found  in  Appeadix 
C.  poet 

t  Evidently  tlie  soan  Wilson,  to  whom  CoUios  freqoeot^v  alludes. 
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as  mukj  of  them  are  far  less  honest  than  they  ought  to  be,  they       1798 
frequently  contract  debts  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  the  earn-     2s  ju. 
ings  of  their  labour  can  discharge. 

This  Public  Notice  is  therefore  given  for  the  prevention  of 
impositions  of  this  nature,  that  the  Governor  has  given  direc- 
tions that  such  men  be  paid  their  wages  at  the  Commissary's 
office  on  the  last  Saturday  of  every  month.  Such  persons  as  have  a  montut)* 
any  claim  upon  them  are  at  liberty  to  attend  on  those  days  and  vv^^' 
take  such  steps  for  the  recovery  of  their  just  debts  as  the  law  will 
fomish. 

Jno.  Huntbr. 


LIEUTBNANT-GOVSBNOR  KiMG.*  V  Jvu 

LiKDTEHAirF-GovBRNOR  !KiNO,  of  Norfolk  Island,  is  shortly  to  go  ueotMuk 
oot  to  Botany  Bay  with  a  dormant  Commission  as  Governor-  kSJ^JST 
General,  in  ease  of  either  the  resignation  or  death  of  the  present  OroM. 
Governor  Hunter.     Lieutenant-Governor  Grose,  whose  right  it 
vas  to  snoeeed  to  the  Chief  €k>vemorship,  is  made  a  colonel  in 
the  Army,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  Mr.  King's  appointment, 
vliich  he  receives  thro'  the  interest  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  whose 
eolieetion  he  has  much  enri^ied. 


Ck>VERNMBNT  AND    GeNSBAL  OhDKR. 

29th  January,  1798.         S9  Jan. 

Parole — St.  Lawrence.  Countersign  —Quebec. 

A  6BKBRAI.  muster  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  is  intended  ^uSer'*' 
to  take  place  at  Sydney,  Parramatta,  and  the  Hawkesbury,  and 
to  oQmmence  at  each  of  those  places  on  Wednesday,  the  14th  of 
February,  on  which  day  all  the  labouring  men,  whether  &ee  or 
otherwise,  are  .to  appear  and  answer  to  t^eir  names.  On  the 
following  day  (Thursday)  all  the  settlers  will  be  called,  and  on 
Friday  the  women  will  be  mustered.  It  is  expected  that  every 
person  do  strictly  attend  at  the  store  of  the  district  in  whid^ 
tbey  reside.  Any  fiiilure  on  their  part  will  be  considered  as  a 
disobedience  of  Public  Orders ;  the  person  eo  offending  will  be 
immediately  secured,  and  ordered  to  hard  labour,  in  proportion  to 
the  manner  and  degree  of  their  offence. 

The  surgeon  will  answer  for  such  siek  as  are  uncapable  to 
ttlend 

Jko.  Hunter. 


Crmb  tke  JHMSn  Jiwmiiw  Pott,  m^bartmy,  ttth  Jamuy,  17BS.     StagSi 
'-*-,  dated  Ut  May,  1796,  iriU  be  found  on  p.  S81,  poiL 
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1798  Judge-Advocate  Dore  to  Sir  Michael  le  Fleming.* 

5  Feb.       Table  Bay,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  from  on  Board  the  Barwell, 

Dear  Sir  Michael,  Monday,  5th  February,  1798. 

Having  done  myself  the  honor  of  writing  you  previous  to 
my  departure  from  England,  infonning  the  result  of  my  applica- 
Dorc's  tions  to  Government,  in  being  apointed  Judge- Advocate  of  New 

Mient."  South  Wales,  to  which  destination  I  am  with  my  son  Richard 
thus  far  on  our  passage,  I  trust  you  will  not  be  surprized  at  re- 
ceiving a  letter  from  me  at  this  distance,  nor  deem  it  a  hberty 
that  I  should  obtrude  on  you  my  further  correspondence,  since 
your  silence  to  the  last  letter  above  aluded  to,  of  him  you  always 
honored  with  your  friendship  and  esteem.  I  much  wished  that 
you  had  been  in  London  at  the  time  this  apointment  was  proposed 
to  me  by  Mr.  Baldwin,  as  you  might  have  furthered  my  prospects. 
His  t^i-  However,  the  references  given  by  me  for  my  professional  know- 
ledge and  my  moral  character  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland 
was  pleased  to  approve,  and  the  King  signed  my  Commission. 

Thus  far  have  I  embarked  in  a  cause  for  those  where  my  own 
comforts  must  sacrifice  to  their  future  welfare,  which  must  con- 
sole my  lot. 

The  Buccleugh,  East  Indiaman,  sails  from  Simon's  Bay,  Cb\^ 
Hall,  to-morrow,  and  the  short  notice  I  have  of  forwarding  my 
letters  for  England  by  that  conveyance  precludes  me  the  oportunity 
of  premising  a  more  formal  letter  to  you. 

Impelled  from  motives  of  humanity,  I  submit  to  your  conaidera- 
A^escrvinp  j.Jqj^  ^y^^  peculiar  hardship  of  a  transport  convict,  William  Lindsay, 
now  on  board  this  ship  under  sentence  to  Botany  Bay  for  life.  He 
was  a  farmer  near  Kendal,  and  the  cause  of  his  complaint  in  the 
present  instance  is  invariably  true.  The  cruel  injustice  he  suffers 
from  the  nefarious  villainy  of  William  Busher,  gaoler,  of  Applebyt 
Westmorland,  calls  aloud  for  the  interposition  of  that  justice  it 
remains  >vith  your  magisterial  authority  and  power  to  dispense. 

Lindsay  has  been  informed  that  at  the  time  of  his  trial  yo* 
interested  yourself  for  him,  as  also  the  Duke  of  Queensbeny 
(having  a  sister  in  his  Grace's  service),  and  from  his  beiog  capitaflf 
convicted  hence  his  sentence  was  mitigated.  He  further  has  be^ 
informed  (and  he  believes)  that  this  interest  procured  him  * 
conditional  pardon  for  his  serving  in  his  Majesty's  na\'y.  T^ 
A  well-  man  has  conducted  himself  with  great  propriety  on  board[,and 
convict  deserved  well  of  confidence ;  insomuch,  that  he  is  at  liberty  in  the 
ship,  and  entrusted  with  care  of  the  live  stock,  considered  as  one 
of  the  captain's  servants. 

The  case  I  have  briefly  stated,  with  no  farther  comments  th*" 
the  facts  he  now  details  to  me  at  writing  this  ;  from  whence  toe 

•  Printed  from  the  Rydall  Hall  MSS.,  No.  5.692.     The  MS.  was  obligingly  copied  tf^ 
ollege,  Oxford. 


placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Qovemment  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hagnath,  ~Piovotti 
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condact  of  Basher,  the  gaoler,  is  extremely  reprehensible,  and  his       1796 
vilainy  cannot  be  too  severely  punished.  s  Peb. 

Should  you  incline  to  mention  this  business  to  your  att'y,  Mr. 
Harrison,  he  will  remember  Lindsay,  and  the  active  part  he  took 
at  the  trial ;  also,  intimating  your  benevolent  endeavour  to  save 
him  from  death. 

From  your  humane  cognizance  of  this  man's  distressed  situation, 
I  heg  leave  further  to  add,  that  should  you  prove  the  means  to 
recover  the  property  thus  cruelly  withheld  from  and  justly  duo  A  convict's 
to  Lindsay  from  Busher,  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  order  the  P'^p*'*^'- 
pajrment  of  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  Mr.  Sykes,  Arundel- 
stieet,  Sti*and,  London,  my  agent,  to  be  transmitted  through  his 
hands  to  my  accounts,  and  forwarded  me  to  Fort  Jackson  in  specie, 
for  the  use  of  Wm.  Lindsay,  a  convict,  which  must  prove  a  com- 
fortable alleviation  to  his  sentence. 

I  will  enclose  you  the  particulars,  and  with  my  best  wishes  that 
your  influence  may  prove  propitious  in  assisting  this  oppressed 
man,  and  bring'g  the  miscreant  gaoler  to  proper  account,  I  conclude 
the  subject  I  have  thus  tediously  troubled  you  upon. 

However  unwilling  I  am  to  trespass  on  you  with  my  prolixity, 
yet  it  may  probably  be  expected  I  should  say  something  on  my 
change  of  scene.      My  apoin't  bears  date  9th  September,  1797. 
Monday,  6th  Novem. :   The  Barwell  sailed   from  Portsmouth,  Particuian 
bound  for  Botany  Bay,  with  296  male  convicts,  eighteen  free  yo^ge. 
settlers  for  the  colony,  thirty-one  soldiery,  crew,  &c.;    422  total. 
We  all  arrived  with  the  loss  of  three  convicts  only,  after  a  passage 
of  the  finest  weather  ever  known,  in  Table  Bay,  Cape  Town, 
Jan'ry  20th,  1798,  where  we  are  expected  yet  to  remain  a  month 
longer.     All  healthy  and  well,  and  no  reason  for  tarry  or  detainure. 
But  the  private  trade  of  the  master  of  these  transports  and  the  Privftte 
mates,  &c.j  takes  place  of  prosecuting  their  Govemm't  contract,  ^      ' 
and  here  are  we  kept  till  they  vend  their  European  comodities  at 
the  Cape  at  three,  four,  and  five  hundred  per  cent,  profit. 

We  sailed  under  convoy  of  the  Niger,  frigate,  and  sevl  other  The  convoy, 
sail,  all  of  whom  we  left  at  the  Madeiras,  but  the  Barwell  being 
a  remarkably  fast  sailer  we  got  here  long  before  them,  altho'  with 
calms  and  adverse  winds  we  lost  a  fortnight.    Sunday  before  last, 
however,  the  Yirginie  (one  of  them),  Adml  Christian,  having  on 
board  Lord  Momington  for  India,  arrived ;  and  on  Saturday  the 
Belvidere  came  in,  with  Sir  John  Anstruther  for  India,  &c.     The 
Carron  is  also  come  in;  but  the  Anne  of  Bombay,  the  Anna  of 
Bengal,  Serat  Castle,  and  two  or  three  other  sail  are  not  yet  cast 
up.    The  fate  of  the  Lady  Shore*  (Wilcox,  master  and  owner),  the  The  Lad^ 
last  transport  from  England  before  us,  with  female  convicts,  before  ^**®"' 
this  reaches  you  will  be  known  in  London.     The  soldiers,  chiefly 
Foreigners,  rose  and  murdered  the  capt.  and  chief  mate  ;  took  the 
ship  for  Spain,  &c, 

♦  Poet,  p.  413. 
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The  Hope,  brig,  alongside  us,  is  preparing  as  a  cartel  to  denum^ 
her  and  crew,  which  the  Spanish  Gov't  has  officially  written  to  tbe 
Cape  shall  be  restored,  having  secured  all  prisoners.  From  the 
river  Piatt  the  mutineers  in  the  boat  turned  adrift  the  second  wak^ 
lieut.  and  En.  of  the  soldiery,  with  some  of  their  wives,  and  otben^ 
who  reached  Rio  de  Janeiro,  where  they  are  secure  and  sent  t^ 
England,  except  the  mate,  who  has  bro't  this  acco't  to  the  Caip^ 

Bemple,  the  notorious  major,**^  and  Knowles,  the  pardon-vendor, 
were  the  only  male  convicts  on  board,  who,  with  a  soldier  serr't 
of  Ck>lonel  Grose's,  are  said  to  have  been  the  chief  instigaton  of 
the  revolt.  We  have  not  yet  experienced  anything  very  refirw- 
tory — ^twenty-five  in  number  had  ineditated  a  rise,  when  the  saikxi 
were  aloft,  to  seize  our  cuddy  arms  and  take  the  ship,  (fee.,  by  tli» 
murder  of  us  all — ^but  one  impeached  the  preccsding  evening,  and 
in  the  mom  they  were  calFd  up  and  every  soul  double-ironed  and 
coupled  in  pairs. 

I  have  the  best  accommodations  possible.  The  starboard  ode 
of  the  round-house,  stem  gallery,  dux,  for  self  and  Rich.t  I  tookaa 
hairdresser's  serVt  from  London  with  me.  Have  a  good  mtm 
with  the  captain,  and  plenty  of  black  strap  and  fresh  provisions, 
which  every  day  is  served  throughout  the  voyage;  pigs,  aheep, 
and  poultry  of  all  kinds  being  plentifully  stored  from  the  A 
of  Wight  when  we  embarked.  Cape  living  is  most  vile-4wi^ 
carrion;  mutton,  soft  and  oily;  nothing  good,  fruit  excepted,  iduei 
is  in  great  abundance  and  cheap  ;  cheese  and  butter,  intoleraUj 
bad.  Some  charming  women,  admirable  walkers,  and  expert  is 
dancing  and  music.  The  men  are  Jews  in  nature ;  eating,  drink- 
ing, smoaking,  and  sleeping  is  their  whole  employ.  Horses,  tk» 
vilest  of  their  kind.  Multitude  of  soldiery,  horse  and  foot.  Lorf 
Macartney,  the  Governor,  on  whom  I  waited,  is  ill  of  the  gouty 
is  about  to  leave  the  place  and  not  liked — said  to  take  part  viil 
the  Dutch,  and  is  not  held  in  high  favor  with  his  own  coontiy- 
men.  We  were  the  first  to  bring  the  news  of  Duncan's  viotaiy* 
and  the  Dutch  here  were  hard  of  belief  until  the  Gazette  £ztis> 
was  produced  by  us  from  England.  The  Gape  is  now  enlivaood 
with  English  consequence — Lords  Macartney,  MomingtOD,  Sir 
John  Anstruther,  Admirals  Pringle  and  Christian — ^the  latter  « 
arrival  here  shifted  his  flag  from  on  board  the  Virginie  to  tk» 
Bceptre,  and  has  since  changed  again  to  the  Stately. 

It  is  suggested  that  the  Cape  Town,  &c.,  will  be  given  up  toth^ 
East  India  Company  by  Government. 


*  Major  Semple  was  almost  as  notorious  a  swindler  as  George  Barrington.    Dore  i 
in  statins:  that  Semple  was  concerned  in  the  mutiny.    He  was  turned  adrift  with  tiis  < 
in  the  ilup's  boat,  and  his  conduct  durinfr  and  altar  the  mutiny  wav  hiffhlr  spoken  of  Iff  1^ 
survivors.     From  Brazil,  Semple  proceed  to  Barhaiy,  and  entered  the  ssnrios  oi  At 
Emperor  of  Moroooo.    In  1790  he  offered  to  surrender  himself  to  the  British  ant 
proceeded  to  England  for  that  purpose.    Prior  to  his  oonvictiou  he  had  haU  0 
the  French  and  Austrian  armies. — Ante,  p.  206  (note),  and  post,  pp.  808,  €14. 

t  Dore's  son  Richard. 
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The  Englifih  here  say  that  the  Dutch  inhabitantB  are  opulent  in  TM 
the  extreme,  and  here  is  a  fine  field  for  rai8in(g)  taxes,  of  which  s^wk 
thej  are  at  present  free. 

The  houses  are  spacious  and  goody  with  a  multiplicity  of  windows  Anpeumnoa 
in  eadi.     The  town  ill-paved  or  sandy,  and  streets  narrow  and  ^^m^ 
confined  ;  no  inns  or  taverns.     Private  familys  take  boarders,  so 
that  anyone  going  on  shore  pays  two  dollars  (six  shOlings  English 
enrrency)  for  meat,  drink,  washing,  and  lodging. 

The  incoherent  aoeo't  I  here  give  is  hastily  written,  and  being 
to  dine  with  Gap.  Wall,  who  will  take  my  letters  in  charge  for 
Eii§;iand,  I  must  prepare  for  shore.  Allow  me  to  present  you  my 
most  cordial  and  sincere  respects,  with  best  comp'ts  to  all,  and 
believe  me,  as  in  truth  I  am,  &c.,  R.  Dors. 


The  Duke  op  Portland  to  Governor  Huntbr. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  6th  February,  1798.  e  Feb. 

You  will  receive  this  by  the  Britannia,  transport,  which  The 
cames  out  ninety-six  female  convicts,  with  provisions  with  them 
for  nine  months  after  their  arrival  in  New  South  Wales.  I  have 
written  to  you  so  fully  upon  all  matters  relating  to  the  settlement 
in  my  letters  of  the  31st  August  last*  (a  duplicate  of  which  goes 
by  this  conveyance)  that  nothing  further  occurs  to  me  to  be 
noticed  at  present,  except  to  i*epeat  to  you  the  instructions  you 
have  received  not  to  permit  any  spirits  whatever,  without  previous  splrite. 
licence  specifying  the  quantity  first  obtained,  to  be  landed  from 
Any  ship  that  may  arrive  within  the  limits  of  your  Government, 
•and  to  take  such  measures  as  shall  be  most  efiectual  for  preventing 
and  punishing  any  attempts  that  may  be  made  to  smuggle  spirits 
en  shore.  To  guard  more  particularly  against  such  a  proceeding, 
r  have  apprized  the  Transport  Board  of  the  instructions  in  this 
particular,  in  order  that  they  may  give  such  directions,  or  enter 
into  such  covenants  with  the  master  of  the  transport,  as  may  secure 
his  obedience  to  the  orders  you  may  give  in  this  behall 

Tou  will  receive  under  a  separate  cover  a  list  of  the  convicts  Convicta. 
which  go  by  this  conveyance,  with  the  original  contracts  entered 
into  by  the  owner  of  the  Britannia  for  their  safe  delivery  in  New 
South  Wales,  together  with  his  Majesty's  Order  in  Council  for 
the  transportation  of  those  convicts  whose  sentences  required 
such  Older. 

The  Britannia  will  be  almost  immediately  followed  by  the 
Bafiedo,  armed  ship,  which  is  to  relieve  one  of  his  Majesty's  ships  h.m.8. 
now  under  your  command.  The  Bufialo  carries  out  (exclusive  of  *"*'*°' 
one  year's  provisions  for  the  two  sloops  on  your  station,  and  some 
live  cattle  for  the  use  of  the  settlement,  which  she  is  to  take  in 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope)  the  several  articles  specified  in  the 
ineksed  invoice,  f  for  the  use  of  the  settlement.     Opposite  to  each 

*  Ante,  p.  29S.  f  The  loToice  la  miaaing. 
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Stores. 


Settlers. 


An  artist. 


Settlers. 


Free 
passage. 

Grants  of 
land,  food, 
and  clothes. 


Stock  and 
seed. 


article  is  set  down  the  prime  cost  of  each  article,  and  you  viU 
take  particular  care  that,  in  disposing  o£  any  o£  the  articles  "to 
individuals,  the  same  shall  be  sold  at  the  price  at  which  they  have 
been  purchased  here,  free  of  any  charge  for  freight     In  thus 
disposing  of  any  of  the  said  articles  you  will,  of  course,  consider 
youraelf  at  liberty  to .  take  grain  or  live  stock  in  return  to  the 
amount  of  the  value  of  the  articles. 

The  settlers  of  the  trades  particularized  in  the  within  hat,* 
with  their  wives  and  families  as  also  therein  specified,  will  sail  in 
the  Bufialo  ;  and  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  terms  upon  whicl» 
they  all  go  out  as  settlers  (except  Mr.  Lewin),  and  which  terms 
you  will  not  fail  to  fulfill. 

Mr.  Lewin  is  a  painter  and  drawer  in  natural  history,  and 
being  desirous  of  pursuing  his  studies  in  a  country  which  cannot 
fail  to  improve  that  branch  of  knowledge,  you  will  allow  him  the 
usual  Government  rations  dunng  his  residence  in  the  settlement. 

I  am,  (tc., 

PORTLAXD. 
[EInclosure.] 

Terms  of  Settlement. 

London,  10th  January,  1798. 
We  whose  names  are  hereunto  signed  do  acknowledge  that  at  oor 
own  request  we  have  offered  ourselves  as  settlers  to  go  to  New 
South  Wales,  with  our  families,  on  the  following  terms : — 

To  have  a  passage  found  and  our  families  to  be  victualled  by 
Government  during  the  voyage.  On  arrival  in  the  colony  to  have 
the  grant  of  one  hundred  acres  of  land  at  Port  Jackson,  or  fifty 
acres  at  Norfolk  Island.  To  be  victualled  and  clothed  from  the 
public  stores  for  the  term  of  twelve  months  after  being  put  ii* 
possession  of  our  respective  allotments,  and  to  be  allowed  the 
labour  of  two  convicts  (maintained  by  Government)  for  the  sam^ 
term ;  after  which  we  and  our  families  are  to  be  of  no  further" 
expense  to  the  Crown. 

To  have  the  same  proportion  of  stock,  seed,  grain,  and  agri^ 
cultural  tools  as  have  been  furnished  to  other  settlers,  together* 
with  such  other  assistance  as  the  Governor  may  judge  proper  ^ 
afford  us. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  on  the  day 
above  written. 

James  Thomas. 
John  Bean. 
John  Hanson. 
William  Wbllkk- 
Thomas  BRADLKf— 


*  This  list  is  missing. 
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Government  and  General  Order.  1796 

9th  February,  1798.  »Fob. 

Parole — Philadelphia.  Countersign — Delaware. 

The  Governor  thinks  it  necessary  to  take  some  notice  of  an 
anonimous  paper  lately  picked  up  of  an  infamous  tendency. '*'  As 
far  as  his  name  is  mentioned  it  merits  no  attention,  but  for  the  andnymous 
sake  of  truth  and  justice  he  thinks  it  proper  to  say  that  the  reward  ?*?*'■ 
which  he  formerly  offered  for  the  detection  of  the  authors  or 
advisers  of  such  false  and  scandalous  publications  he  now  again 
offers.  This  last  paper  being  a  libel  upon  the  officers  in  this  colony 
generally,  it  becomes  an  object  of  general  concern  to  discover 
its  author,  in  order  that  the  law  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
shewing  its  detestation  of  crimes  of  so  dark  and  diabolical  a 
complexion.  Jno.  Hunter. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord  Duke,  15th  February,  1798.         isFeb. 

I  have  for  some  time  been  in  doubt  whether  the  repre-  a  public 
sentation  I  am  about  to  make  to  your  Grace  should  be  private  or  ^®"®'* 
public,  but  on  considering  that  it  might  occasion  the  adoption  of 
some  measure  interesting  to  the  concerns  of  this  colony,  I  have 
preferred  the  latter  mode. 

In  order  that  your  Grace  should  have  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  taking  into  consideration  the  subject  I  am  about  to  introduce, 
I  could  have  wished  to  have  been  enabled  to  communicate  it 
immediately. 

To  come  without  further  preface  to  the  point  in  question,  I  The  Irish 
have  to  inform  your  Grace  that  the  Irish  convicts  are  become  so  «>"*'*cts. 
turbulent,  so  dissatisfyed  with  their  situation  here,  so  extremely 
insolent,  refractory,  and  troublesome,  that,  without  the  most  rigid 
and  severe  treatment,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  receive  any  labour 
whatever  from  them.  Your  Grace  will  see  the  inconvenience  which 
so  large  a  proportion  of  that  ignorant,  obstinate,  and  depraved  set 
of  transports  occasion  in  this  country  by  what  I  shall  now  state, 
and  which  has  taken  place  since  I  wrote  my  letter  No.  30,  here- 
with forwarded,  t 

In  addition  to  their  natural  vicious  propensities  they  have  Their 
conceived  an  opinion  that  there  is  a  colony  of  white  people  in  ^^2!**  ^ 
some  part  of  this  country  in  which  they  will  receive  all  the 
comforts  of  life  without  the  necessity  of  labour.     They  have  lately 
taken  away  two  of  our  breeding-mares  to  carry  them  towards 

*  Conins  (vol.  ii,  p.  86)  stated  that  in  this  *'  infainoug  and  seditious  anonymous  paper"— 
"iheQovernor  uxi  eveiy  offioer  in  the  colony  were  most  scurriloosly  abused  and  libelled, 
and  accused  of  practisinif  extortions  in  the  way  of  trade."  A  similar  paper  was  "  picked  up 
in  the  street  of  Sydney"  in  June,  1797.— Ante,  p.  231. 

t  Ante,  p.  348. 
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that  part  of  the  country,  and  have  made  seyeral  attempts  to 
possess  themselves  of  others.  This,  my  Lord,  is  a  serious  incon- 
venience to  the  colony.  The  loss  of  any  part  o£  onr  small  stock  d 
these  useful  animals  is  a  matter  of  peculiar  concern. 

A  correspondence  it  seems  has  been  carried  on  by  these  ytofk 
from  one  district  to  another,  and  plans  have  been  projected  fat 
their  escaping  from  the  colony,  and  a  few  have  attanpted  hf 
land,  as  well  as  by  water,  and  for  the  want  of  our  having  eiriy 
information  they  have  succeeded.  I  have  found  it  neoeasaij  to 
divide  them  as  much  as  possible,  to  prevent  such  schemes  bong 
formed ;  but  by  this  separation  they  have  a  better  opportnni^ 
of  irritating  and  inflaming  the  minds  of  those  convicts  who  hdon 
such  acquaintance  have  been  found  of  better  disposition. 

Having  already  mentioned  in  my  letter,  No.  30,  the  eaci^ 
of  those  who  had  taken  away  two  of  our  boats,  and  the  <&- 
appointment  of  another  gang  and  similar  attempt,  I  have  now 
to  inform  your  Grace  of  a  far  more  numerous  gang,  who  had 
provided  what  they  thought  necessary  for  their  expedition,  had 
Hxed  upon  the  place  of  general  rendevouz,  and  were  faraiahed 
with  a  paper  of  written  instructions  how  they  were  to  travel  in 
point  of  direction  from  hence  to  this  fancied,  paradise,  or  to 
China.     This  paper  of  directions  will  warrant  my  suspicion  tha^ 
some  wicked  and  disaffected  person  or  persons  lurk  aamewhBn 
in  this  colony,  and  I  have  done  all  in  my  power  to  diaoovif 
them,   but  hitherto  without  success.      Having   received  eiiiiy 
information  of   the  intention  of  this   party,  who  were  said  to 
have  encreased  to  about  sixty,  I  planted  a  party  of  armed  con* 
stables,  on  whose  vigilance  I  could  depend,  and  they  secured  a 
gang  of  these  Defenders  of  about  twenty,  and  brought  ihem  to 
prison.     The  next  day  I  spoke  to  them,  but  observing  a  ooIl9dfl^ 
able  degree  of  obstinacy  and  ignorance  about  them,  I  conceived 
there  could  be  no  better  argument  used  to  convince  them  of  thtf 
misconduct  than  a  severe  corporal  punishment,  which  was  inflicted, 
and  they  have  since  been  stricUy  looked  after  at  their  woik 
Some  of  those  fellows  had  been  provided  with  a  flgore  of  a  ogb* 
pass  drawn  upon  paper,  which,  with  written  instructions,  was  to 
have  assisted  them  as  their  guide.     The  ignorance  of  these  driudod 
people,  my  Lord,  would  scarcely  be  credited  if  such  positive  prorf 
of  it  were  not  before  us,  and  yet  (which  seems  to  imply  a  kind  of 
contradiction)  it  is  extraordinary  with  what  art  and  cunning  thflf 
form  their  horrible  plans  of  wickedness  and  villainy. 

In  their  schemes  of  desertion  from  the  colony,  their  own  doA 
if  they  succeed,  in  getting  away,  is  inevitable ;  but  their  niiadi 
have  been  worked  up  to  such  a  pitch  of  folly,  rashness,  and 
absurdity,  that  nothing  but  experience  will  convince  ihsBi ;  H  ^ 
sufler  them  to  escape  into  the  country  they  are  lost,  not  only  to  • 
but  to  the  world,  for  perish  they  must. 
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For  the  sake,  therefore,  of  hummniiy,  and  a  strong  desire  to       tM 
mvB  these  men,  worthless  as  they  are,  from  impending  death,  I     » -p^ 
ofdered  four  of  the  strongest  and  hardiest  of  their  numbers  to  be       tt- 
aalected  by  the  people  themselves,  and  to  prepare  for  a  journey  of  them  a 
discovery  for  the  satisfaction  of  their  associates,  in  order  that  they  ^^'^'^ 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  rdating,  upon  their  return,  what- 
ever they  saw  and  met  with.     I  had,  farther,  for  the  safety  and 
preservation  of  those  four,  directed  three  people,  long  accustomed 
to  the  woods,  and  acquainted  with  some  of  the  mountain  savages, 
to  accompany  them ;  these  men  had  also  a  little  knowledge  of  the 
language  of  the  savages,  from  having  lived  some  months  amongst 
thffin,  and  they  were  iiustructed  to  lead  them  back  when,  fatigued  expedition 
and  exhausted  with  their  journey  over  steep  and  rooky  mountains,  into  the 
through  tiiick  and  extensive  woods,  and  fording  deep  and  rapid  *°^'^^' 
rivers,  they  should  feel  disposed  to  abandon  their  journey.     This 
plan  was  no  sooner  settled  than  I  received  information  that  a  party 
of  these  miscreants  had  agreed  with  the  four  above  mentioned  to 
meet  them  at  a  certain  place  absolutely  to  murder  the  very  persons 
intended  to  be  their  guides,  and  to  possess  themselves  of  their  arms 
and  provisions,  in  addition  to  what  each  was  supplied  with,  and 
to  take  their  own  rout.   These  circumstances  will,  no  doubt,  appear 
to  your  Grace  wild  and  extravagant ;  but  after  having  mentioned 
their  ignorance  in  the  manner  I  have,  it  may  serve  to  convince 
your  Grace  that  there  are  improper  persons  in  this  colony  who  work 
upon  that  ignorance  to  a  dangerous  degree.     In  consequence  of 
the  information  of  this  design  against  their  guides,  I  ordered  four 
soldiers  to  attend  them  to  the  foot  of  the  lirst  mountain,  with  ^*^™" 
orders  how  to  act  if  any  others  attempted  to  join  them ;  none  Midiets. 
appeared,  and  the  whole  of  the  men  returned  with  the  soldiers,  most 
completely  sick  of  their  journey.* 

Our  flocks  and  our  crops,  my  Lord,  are  all  I  feel  any  concern  Flocks  »nd 
about ;  strict,  rigid,  and  just  punishment  shall  constantly  hang 
over  these  delinquents,  and  this,  I  trust,  they  are  already  convinced 
of.  I  hope  the  return  of  the  above  three,  and  the  story  they  can 
tell,  will  serve  to  make  them  more  contented  with  their  present 
lot,  and  open  their  eyes  to  the  comforts  which  in  this  country  they 
may  derive  and  enjoy,  and  which  are  certainly  superior  to  any 
they  ever  possessed  in  their  own. 

Strange  as  such  instances  of  human  ignorance  and  depravity  a  PJ^of 
are,  I  have  to  inform  your  Grace  that  a  small  party  of  those  very  escape  and 
people,  some  short  time  after,  actually  contrived  to  make  their  ]^j^y  gj^.. 
*,  and  after  travelling  for  many  weeks  through  the  country, 


Coliint  (vol.  ii,  p.  78)  states  that  only  three  of  the  men  returned  with  the  goldiers.   One 
expnming  a  resolution  to  persevere  and  penetrate  further  into  the  country,  ho  was  left 

i  the  guidee.      From  the  account  Kivon  hy  the  guides  after  the  convicts  returned,  they 

penetrated  ahout  loe  miles  S.S.W.  and  W.S.W.  from  Mount  Hunter,  until  they  came  to  a 
river  running  from  S.E.  to  N.W.— Ante,  p.  852  (note) ;  and  Appendix  C. 
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made  ^ihift:  &>  readi  the  ieft^Miic^  near  BoCaiij  Bat,  but  in  a  part 
wher^  at)  htmz  had  «^er  been.  ;M*en.  PtovidieiitiaJlT,  however,  a 
hiwc  had  Iohc  her  w;&y  in  «jrwng  ci)  Ge«>r;se*5  River,  juid  fmmd  those 
anhappj.  deinded  wrecdies  «>a  a  place  where  they  had  been  nine 
(iaya,  and  whare  they  nmac  :M>i)a  have  perished  bat  for  this  mir- 
iu:iiJf>oa  event.  They  were  broiuehc  back  ahmxt  exhausted  for  want 
*ii  food,  and  from  aad  and  powerful  conviction  have  promised  to 
warn  their  ciiontryinen  against  sach  wild  exenrsions  in  fatnre. 
I  will  here  cake  an  opportunitv  of  mentixMi  g  that  those  men 
BmkcB  Bbj.  who  had  left  a  part  of  their  crew  apon  an  island  to  the  sonthward, 
and  had  returned  and  taken  a  larger  boat  at  Broken  Bay,  and  had 
been  wrecked  upon  the  coast  to  the  northward,  built  oat  of  the 
ndns  of  their  vessel  a  ranall  boat,  in  which  they  reached  the  above 
hay ;  bat  not  being  able  t«>  possess  themselves  of  another  fit  for 
their  parpose,  were,  for  want  of  food,  driven  to  the  necessity  of 
travelling  across  the  country :  they  wrote  to  me,  bat  it  was  im- 
possible t«>  listen  to  their  l^igned  story :  they  were  armed,  and 
carried  some  appearance  of  an  intention  to  defend  themselves ; 
they,  however^  surrendered  themselves  up,  and  were  tried,  and 
sevendly  pleaded  guilty  of  the  robberies  wherewith  they  "wero 
charged,  and  two  out  of  the  six  sufG»ed  death — an  awful  example 
which,  I  hope,  will  have  a  proper  effect,  and  prevent  such  attempts 
in  future.  Several  <^  them  assured  me  they  had  seen  the  wreck  of 
the  first  boat — ^which  I  mentkmed  in  mv  letter  No.  30 — and  it  i8 

m 

very  probable  the  crew  have  perished.        I  have,  «fcc., 

JXO.    HUNTBB. 


An  awful 


iioVERXMKXT  AXD   GENERAL   OrDKR. 

loreb.  19th  February,  1798. 

Parole — Canning.  Countersign — King. 

The  ntioD.    TfiERE  Ijeing  no  more  sugar  in  store,  the  Commissary  is  directed 
to  issue  a  pound  and  half  of  wheat  in  lieu.  Jno.  Hunteb. 


•24  Feb. 


Clothlnflf. 


GOVERXMENT  AND  GENERAL  OrDER. 

24th  February,  1798. 
Parole — Stewart  Countersign — Galloway. 

The  Commissary  is  directed  to  issue,  on  Saturday  next,  the  3rd 
of  March,  the  following  slop  cloathing  to  such  men  as  are  in  the 
service  of  the  Government  or  intitled  to  them  from  some  other 
circumstance  : — 1  jacket,  1  shirt,  2^  yards  of  duck,  1  pair  of  shoieS) 
\  H)  of  thread,  and  ^  cake  of  soap.  As  after  this  issue  the  store 
will  be  destitute  of  every  article  of  cloathing,  it  is  hoped  and 
expected  that  those  who  receive  them  will  endeavour  to  make 
them  last  as  long  as  possible.  Jno.  Hukteb. 
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GovERNOB  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland.  1796 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord  Duke,  1st  March,  1798.         i  March. 

The  tedious  repairs  which  his  Majesty's  ship  Keliance  neces- 
sarily required  before  she  could  be  put  in  a  condition  for  going 
again  to  sea  hav'g  given  an  oportunity  to  Mr.  George  Bass,  her  Bmi'* 
surgeon,  a  young  man  of  a  well-informed  mind  and  an  active  dis-  the  •ouUi. 
position,  to  offer  himself  to  be  employed  in  any  way  in  which  he 
could  contribute  to  the  benefit  of  the  public  service,  I  enquired 
of  him  in  what  way  he  was  desirous  of  exerting  himself,  and  he 
informed  me  nothing  could  gratify  him  more  effectually  than  my 
allowing  him  the  use  of  a  good  boat  and  permitting  him  to  man 
her  with  volunteers  from  the  King's  ships.     I  accordingly  furnished  Sjipment 
him  with  an  excellent  whaleboat,  well  fitted,  victualled,  and  man- 
ned to  his  wish,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  along  the  coast 
to  the  southward  of  this  port,  as  far  as  he  could  with  safety  and 
convenience  go.     His  perseverance  against  adverse  winds  and 
almost  incessant  bad  weather  led  him  as  far  south  as  the  latitude 
of  40*00  S.,  or  a  distance  from  this  port,   taking  the  bendings 
of  the  coast,  more  than  of  six  hundred  miles.     He  coasted  the 
greatest  part  of  the  way,  and  sedulously  examined  every  inlet 
along  the  shore,  which  does  not  in  these  parts  afford  a  single  har-  The  abaence 
hour  fit  to  admit  even  a  small  vessel,  except  a  bay  in  latitude  ^  ^"* 

35*06,  called  Jarvis's  Bay,  and  which  was  so  named  by  one  of  the 
transport  ships,  bound  here,  who  entered  it,  and  is  the  same  called 
by  Captain  Cook  Longnose  Bay.*  He  explored  every  accessible 
place  until  he  came  as  far  as  the  southermost  parts  of  this  coast  The  soath 
seen  by  Captain  Cook,  and  from  thence  until  he  reached  the  nor-  ^**"*' 
thermost  land  seen  by  Capt.  Furneaux,  beyond  which  he  went 
westward  about  sixty  miles,  where  the  coast  falls  away  in  a  west- 
north-west  direction.  Here  he  found  an  open  ocean  westward, 
and  by  the  mountainous  sea  which  rolled  from  that  quarter,  and 
no  land  discoverable  in  that  direction,  we  have  much  reason  to 
conclude  that  there  is  an  open  strait  through,  between  the  latitude 
of  39  and  40*12  S.,  a  circumstance  which,  from  many  observations 
made  upon  tides  and  currents  thereabouts,  I  had  long  conjectured. f 
It  will  appear  by  this  discovery  that  the  northermost  land  seen 
by  Captain  Furneaux  is  the  southernmost  extremity  of  this  coast, 
and  lays  in  latitude  39*00  S.     At  the  western  extremity  of  Mr.  Western 


Port. 


*Lonff  Noee  Point  was  the  name  Captain  Coolc  nve  to  the  inner  north  head  of  Jerrfs 
Vttj.  TIm  point  if  that  given  in  the  Admiralty  Charts  as  Dart  Point.  Cook  noted  in 
paaring  that  a  bav  existed,  but  did  not  give  it  any  name.  Lieutenant  Bowen,  when  he 
entered  the  bay  m  August,  1791,  in  the  transport  Atlantic,  named  it  Jervis  Bay,  after  Sir 
John  Jenrls,  under  whom  he  had  seen  considerable  active  service  in  the  Navy. 

t  When  commenting  upon  his  voyage  in  the  Slrius,  from  Sydney  to  the  Cape,  for  providons, 
in  1788-89,  Hunter  remarked  that  no  land  was  seen  to  the  westward,  between  Furneaux 
Oroap  and  the  southernmost  known  part  of  the  coast  of  New  Holland  ;  and  he  surmised, 
from  the  fact  that  they  had  an  easterly  set  of  current  with  a  N. W.  wind,  that  there  was 
either  a  very  deep  gulf  or  a  strait  which  separated  Van  Diemen*s  Land  from  New  HolUnd. 
—Hunter's  Journal,  pp.  125, 126. 
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UjriiiUfly,  the  wsut  «f  prvriacA  indaoEid  him  to  rpcvm  sooner  than 
\ui  wiiAmd  mud  iritendcKL  and  cm  jmamg  a  small  ulaBd  lajring  off 
Um  amut  lie  duKXivered  a  aaoke.  and  snpposed  it  to  have  been 
made  by  wiUH»  iiativeiiL  vhii  vIkib  be  wnhcd  to  hare  an  (^ifwr- 
tuiiity  id  crjn versing.  On  approaciiing  the  shore  he  found  the 
mtiti  wen?  white,  and  had  seme  clothing  on,  and  when  he  cuk 
riimr  lie  oljtterved  two  of  them  tal^e  to  the  water  and  swim  off* 
Thity  jmived  to  lie  se^-en  of  a  gang  of  fourteen  who  escaped  £raB 
\wuMi  in  a  Ixjat  on  the  2nd  of  October  last,  mentioned  in  letter 
No.  iK),t  and  who  had  been  treacheronslj  left  on  this  desolate 
inUnd  by  the  other  seven,  who  retumed  northward.  The  boat^  it 
mmniHf  was  Ump  snial]  for  their  whole  number,  and  when  they  arriTed 
at  Broken  Day,  and  they  boarded  another  boat  in  the  Hawkes- 
bu ry  with  fifty-six  bushels  of  wheat  on  board,  they  went  off  with 
luir  iKirthward,  leading  the  old  boat  on  shore. 

TlinMi  iHHtr  distressed  wretches,  who  were  chiefly  Irish,  would 
havn  inideavoured  to  travel  northward  and  thrown  themsdw 
U|N>ii  hin  Majcisty's  mercy,  but  were  not  able  to  get  from  tUi 
iiiisoniblo  iHliind  to  the  mainland.  Mr.  Bass's  boat  was  too  small 
14)  H(Mu>iiun(NljU»  them  Mrith  a  passage,  and,  as  his  provision  wai 
iiniii'ly  ox|hmi(UhI,  he  conld  only  help  them  to  the  mainland,  when 
Up  fiiniinhtHl  tlu^in  with  a  musket  and  ammunition  and  a  poefcet- 
(Hiiu|tHMH,  with  Uniw  and  fish-hooks.  Two  of  the  seven  were  veiy 
ill,  HI  It  I  Uuvio  ho  took  into  his  boat,  and  shared  his  provision  with 
(liH  (ktht^r  llvo,  K^^'i'^K  them  the  best  directions  in  lus  power  bov 
(o  |mhhhhh1,  tho  disUuioe  being  not  less  than  five  hundred  milei 
tlo  i*tHHUiuiuMuUHi  them  to  keep  along  the  coast  the  better  to  enaUa 
thoin  to  ^M  ftHxl  ;  indeed  the  difiiculties  of  the  country  and  the 
|MkKMiliility  i>f  iiuM«ting  hostile  natives  are  considerations  which  will 
iHvuHioii  doubts  of  their  e\'er  being  able  to  reach  us. 

Whoii  thoy  jwrted  with  Mr.  fiass  and  his  crew,  who  gave  tbeo 
what  oloaths  thev  could  spare,  some  tears  were  shed  on  both  sidei. 
The  wlitiloUtat  arrived  in  this  port  after  an  absence  of  twelif* 
ww»kH»  and  Mr.  Bass  delivered  to  me  his  observations  on  thi» 
mtvontur  g  oxpetlition.  I  find  he  made  several  excursions  into 
tho  intorior  of  the  i»ountry  wherever  he  had  an  opportunity.  It 
will  \ns  sutKcitMit  to  say  that  he  found  in  genersd  a  barren,  Wh 
pnunising  ixmntrv,  with  ver}*  few  exceptions,  and  were  it  eren 
lH»tttM\  tho  want  of  harUmrs  would  render  it  less  valuable. { 

Whilst  this  whalelK>at  was  absent  I  liad  occasion  to  send  the 
(\^loni«l  M^htKtner  to  the  southward  t^i  take  on  board  the  remaining 
pnip<»rty  saxtnl  iwnw  the  wnvk  oi  the  ship  Sydney  Cove,  and  t» 
take  tho  crow  from  the  island  she  had  been  cast  upon.§    I  sent  ib 

'  \hm  dk)  im4  uuJw  iu^v  aUuaioii  to  UM«e  <»tmp<et  in  his  JoaniaL— Ante,  pa  SIS 
t  Aitt#>  |v  M«V  *  8m>  nM***  own  account  of  tUi  rojave.— Ante,  nx  SUMS. 

y  Sr«* »  t\\\\  »«,>xmnt  ot  thl»  »hip«Tvck.  A|tp(>ndi\  A. 
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the  schooner  lieut.  Flinders,  of  the  Beliance  (a  young  man  well      lYW 
qualifyed),  in  order  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  making  what    xMaich. 
observataons  he  could  amongst  those  islands ;  and  ihe  discovery 
which  was  made  there  by  liim  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  master  of 
the  wrecked  ship,  shall  be  annexed  to  those  of  Mr.  Bass  in  one 
charts  and  forwaitied  to  your  Grace  herewith,^  by  which  I  presume 
it  will  appear  that  the  laud  called  Van  Dieman's,  and  generally 
supposed  to  be  the  southern  promontory  of  this  country,  is  a  group 
of  islands  separated  from  its  southern  coast  by  a  strait,  which  it  Bms  straits. 
is  probable  may  not  be  of  narrow  limits,  but  may  perhaps  be 
divided  into  two  or  more  channels  by  the  islands  near  that  on 
which  the  ship  Sydney  Ck>ve  was  wrecked. 

Having  had  occasion  in  my  letter  No.  31  f  to  mention  the 
persons  sent  to  the  interior  of  the  country  with  a  few  of  the  dia- 
oontented  Irishmen,  I  have  further  to  observe  that  after  the  return 
of  those  men  the  three  guides  whom  I  had  directed  to  proceed 
into  and  to  make  what  observations  they  could  upon  the  country  Exploration 
th^  travelled  over,  they  informed  me  when  they  arrived,  from  a  JJtSJor. 
journal  which  I  had  given  them  directions  to  keep,  and  to  mark 
every  day,  that  they  had  been  to  the  south-west  of  Farramatta 
more  thim  one  hundred  miles,  and  found  several  hills  in  which 
were  oonaidemble  veins  of  salt,  of  ten  and  twelve  feet,  and  they 
described  the  conntzy  to  be  in  some  places  highly  beautiful  and 
fit  for  cultivation  ;  in  othera  very  poor  and  sterile,  frequently  inter- 
sected with  narrow  but  rapid  bnmches  of  fresh- water  rivers,  over 
some  of  which  they  were  obliged  to  swim ;  others  were  fordable. 

I  have  had  occasion  to  send  a  second  time  thro'  this  part  of  the 
country  in  search  of  our  herd  of  wild  cattle,  which  it  was  reported  ^®,^"'*" 
had  been  by  these  lawless  deserters  driven  from  their  former  station  "^^^ 
or  feeding-place.  To  insure,  tiierefore,  such  information  on  this 
head  as  I  could  depend  upon,  I  sent  a  person  in  whose  account 
I  could  place  confidence,  and  I  understand  from  him  that  they 
found  the  cattle  a  few  miles  from  their  former  spot,  and  distinctly 
counted  a  flock  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  in  number;  nor  was 
tiuKt  the  whole  of  them,  as  appeared  by  their  meeting  afterwards 
with  a  few  stragglers. 

They  brooglit  specimens  of  the  salt,  which  appeared  to  be  a 
good  deal  impregnated  with  the  earth  in  which  it  was  discovered. 

I  have,  Ac,        Jno.  Huktbb. 


GK>VBRN0R   HUNTSB  TO  ThE   DuKE   OF  FOBTLAND. 

My  Lord  Duke,  Sydney,  X.  B.  Wales,  2nd  March,  1 7  98.        2  Maroh. 

After  what  I   have  communicated   with  respect  to  the  Ciroom- 
fraqnent  misfortunes  and  ruin  of  many  of  our  most  established  S^^^Sttkn. 

*VflfeftmHiiMT.  ihb  vbart  has  not  been  prmtrred ;  bnt  one,  appateatly  by  mnden, 
•^MteSpart  of  the  traolu  o(  Baeain  the  vbalaboai,  Fliadera  in  the  Framou,  and  Flladen 
and  Bmi  in  the  sloop  Norfollc,  in  reproduced.— AppeiMlix  B. 

t  Ante,  p.  309. 
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settlers,  it  may  be  thought  unnecessary  to  add  anything  furth 
on  that  subject ;  but  the  consequences  which  attend  the  meetin. 
of  our  Court  of  Civil  Judicature  every  time  it  has  occasion  to 
assembled  affect  our  prosperity  as  a  colony  in  this  distant  part 
the  world  so  much  that  I  have  conceiv'd  it  right  your 
should  have  the  most  unreserved  information  respecting  our  coi 
cerns,  and  also  of  the  steps  I  conceive  proper  to  pursue  for 
general  good.  Having  found  from  the  frequent  bankruptcy 
some  of  our  oldest  settlers  that  they  have  labored  under 
grievances  and  distresses,  at  the  last  general  muster  (February) 
called  the  settlers  together,  and  desired  they  would  lay  a  cl 
candid,  and  just  statement  of  their  distresses  and  hai*dships  befoi 
me  in  writing,  in  order  that  I  might  be  enabled  to  consider  oi 
the  best  mode  of  relieving  them  as  far  as  it  might  be  in  my  powe-ir. 
They  were  thankful,  and  assured  me  that  their  distresses  "wewe 
great.  I  directed  two  gentlemen  (the  Reverend  Mr.  Marsden  and 
Mr.  Amdell)  to  visit  the  different  districts,  to  convene  a  meeting  of 
the  settlers  to  hear  their  grievances,  and  to  take  them  down  ixx 
writing. 

Your  Grace  will,  therefore,  judge  of  them  by  the  enclose>cI 
paper,  which  was  drawn  up  by  themselves  and  laid  before  tlios« 
gentlemen,  to  be  forwarded  to  me,*  From  every  district  I  hare 
received  a  similar  representation  of  hardships,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  their  opinions  respectively  of  the  most  effectual  means  of 
relieving  them.  I  have  since  met  and  informed  them  what  steps 
I  had  taken,  and  what  measures  I  intended  further  pursuing  for 
their  relief  and  happiness.  They  were  thankful  and  pleased  witli 
the  proposals  I  made  to  them. 

You  will  observe,  my  Lord,  how  impossible  it  is  for  people 
laboring  under  such  circumstances  ever  to  prosper  or  becon»e 
independent  and  happy ;  nor  will  the  expences  of  this  colony 
be  reduced  whilst  the  price  of  all  the  necessaries  of  life  are  »o 
immoderately  high.  I  am  in  hopes  that  such  a  step  as  I  h»^^ 
suggested  (if  adopted)  will  be  found  to  reduce  the  weighty  e^' 
pences  of  the  colony,  and  render  the  people  more  happy,  stimuW^ 
them  to  industry,  and  make  them  more  opulent. 

At  this  time,  my  Lord,  we  have  ma^y  dealers;  those  and  sud* 
of  the  officers  as  are  concerned  in  trade  pocket  the  whole  product 
of  the  laboring  part  of  the  settlement,  by  the  extravagant  pric^ 
charged  for  those  commodities — indeed,  they  are  but  too  muc"^ 
engaged  in  this  way — I  wish  it  were  otherwise ;  but  whilst  th^ 
destructive  system  prevails  the  unfortunate  laboring  man  has  ^^ 
means  of  relief. 

Your  Grace  will  also  receive  herewith  the  observations  of  *^^ 
two  gentlemen  upon  the  different  districts  they  visited  and  collect*^ 
from  the  questions  which  I  had  desired  them  to  put  to  the  settle^^ 
and  their  own  remarks  upon  the  spot.f 


J 
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*  Endoture  No.  L 


t  Endofore  No.  S. 
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It  is  my  intention  when  the  present  excessive  heat  of  the  sun  is      1796 
s  httle  abated  again  to  visit  the  respective  districts  in  i>erson,  and    2  March, 
to  do  all  I  can  to  encourage  the  settlers  to  perseverance  and       ~ 
patience  until  your  Grace  shall  have  pointed  out  the  most  efficient  \isit8  in 
means  for  alleviating  their  distresses,  and  exonerating  the  colony  p®"<>**- 
of  such  a  combination  of  dealers,  a  circumstance  as  truly  essential 
to  its  well-being  as  any  step  that  can  be  taken,  and  this,  I  apprehend, 
will  be  best  done  by  carrying  into  execution  some  of  the  measures 
I  have  submitted  to  your  Grace's  consideration.     I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 
[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Settlers'  Petition  to  Hunter. 

The  grievances  and  complaints  of  the  settlers  of  the  Field  of  Man's 

stated,  the  19th  February,  1798  :— 

We,  the  settlers  of  ye  above  district,  being  this  day  convened  The  settlers' 
before  the  Revd.  Samuel  Marsden  and  Mr.  Thomas  Amdell,  sur-  ■*»^>"^"^- 
geon,  they  having  been  appointed  by  his  Excellency  Governor 
Hunter  to  attend  for  the  purpose  of  learning  what  grievances  we 
labour  under.  His  Excellency,  in  order  to  remove  every  difficulty 
and  obstacle  that  mars  the  happiness  of  settlers,  have  directed 
them  to  give  in  a  fair  and  candid  state  to  him  of  such  difficulties 
as  they  complain. 

The  settlers  of  ye  above  district  beg  leave  to  approach  y'r  Their 
Excellency,  and  most  gratefully  acknowledge  y'r  goodness  on  this  SJ'nunte?. 
occasion,  as  y'r  immediate  interposition  will  save  us  from  gliding 
down  that  precipice  on  which  we  have  so  long  stood.  You  have 
confidently  informed  us  that  you  will  pursue  every  method  that 
may  be  likely  to  conduce  to  our  happiness  and  interest.  We  will 
therefore  point  out  to  y'r  Excellency  ye  source  of  our  misfortunes, 
and,  what  has  almost  entailed  upon  us  beggary.  We  will  also  point 
out  the  method  by  which  they  can  be  effisctually  abolished,  and 
which  in  a  short  time  will  relieve  us  from  that  load  of  misery  under 
which  we  are  groaning.  It  rests  with  y'r  Excellency  alone  to 
remove  every  evil  of  which  we  complain,  and  as  they  are  many  in 
number  we  flatter  ourselves  that  a  specific  statement  of  them  will 
be  most  satisfactory.  We  will  therefore  begin  by  observing  ye 
exorbitant  prices  that  are  charged  for  every  article  that  a  settler 
has  occasion  to  use. 

Tabaeeo. — This  is  an  article  that  is  more  in  use  in  this  colony  Tobacco, 
than  even  in  Virginia,  where  it  grows  ;  ye  consumption  in  one  yr. 
amounts  to  some  thousand  of  pounds.  A  wholesale  dealer  in  this 
colony  purchases  it  at  from  eightpence  to  one  shilling  and  sixpence 
per  pound,  yet,  shameful  to  be  told,  he  never  retails  it  at  less  than 
five  shillings  per  pound,  and  at  this  moment  none  can  be  had  for 
less  than  from  ten  shillings  or  fifteen  shillings  per  pound,  and  still 
there  is  abundance  in  the  colony. 
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Sugar, — ^This  very  essential  article  is  purchased  frcMn  the  cap- 
tains of  ships  at  sevenpence  and  from  that  to  thirteen  pence 
pound,  and  it's  a  fact  not  to  be  denied  that  before  such  captains  is 
fortnight's  sail  from  Port  Jackson  ye  very  same  sugar  is 
at  two  and  sixpence  and  three  shillings  per  pound,  and  at 
time  can't  be  had  for  less  than  live  shillings  per  pound. 

Tea, — Not  less  essential  than  the  former  article,   and  which 
comes  to  ye  hands  of  ye  wholesale  dealer  at  from  live  shillingB^^ 
to  ten  shillings  per  pound.     With  equal  extortion  is  this 
vended — ^fifteen  shillings  and  twenty  shillings  as  soon  as  it's  landed, 
and  at  this  period  can't  be  had  for  less  than  forty  shillings  per 
pound,  even  common  bohea. 

It  has  been  observed  by  opulent  men  in  this  colony  that 
and  sugar  were  luxuries  to  which  a  settler  ought  not  to  aspire, 
A  most  egregious  error  indeed,   because  the  settlers   who 
obtain  those  articles  upon  moderate  terms  use  but  little 
food,  and  consequently  is  enabled  to  employ  additional  assistance 
cultivate  his  ground,  and  it  is  not  to  ye  settler  alone  to 
sugar  and  tea  becomes  useful,  but  ye  labourer  also. 

Soap, — That  is  necessarily  wanted  by  everyone,  and  which  i 
generally  purchased  by  the  traders  from  on  bouxl  of  ships  at 
ninepence  to  one  shilling  and  sixpence  per  pound,  is  no 
landed  in  their  stores  than  they  retail  it  at  two  shillings  and 
pence,  and  now  can't  be  had  for  less  than  three  shillings 
sixpence  per  pound. 

Cloaihing  of  every  kind  decency  requires  us  to  use,  and 
which  there  is  an  abundance  in  ye  colony;  but  at  sudi 
tionate  prices  that  settlers  can't  attempt  to  buy  them." 
callico  purchased  at  about  tenpenoe  per  yard  ye  retailer 
it  moderate  at  three  shillings  per  yard.     Gape  goods,  haitQyfio^ 
enough  for  horse-wrappers,  not  less  than  from  five  shillings 
seven  shillings  per  yard. 

Spirits, — Generally  purchased  at   from  five   sliillings  to 
shillings,  per  gallon  is  now  vended  at  fifteen  shillings  per  hMt-^ 

Having  thus  far  observed  to  y'r  Excellency  ye  price  for  wUflk 
ye  different  articles  that  we  necessarily  want  are  bought  and  aoUr 
you  will  readily  perceive  that  our  grievances  are  great,  and  tis^ 
ruin  has  been  pending  over  our  heads  too  long  unperoebed 
and  by  far  too  long  without  redress.  Heaven  has  now  mmt  f^ 
Excellency  as  the  angel  of  our  deliverance ;  you  will  aboliili  J^ 
evils  of  which  we  complain,  and  by  so  doing  you  will  raise  up  ^ 
y'rself  a  pillar  of  fame  ;  you  will  also  raise  us  up  from  min  tf' 
distress ;  y^r  himianity  will  for  ever  be  extolled ;  y'r  penetnitii^ 
and  love  of  justice  will  be  recorded  down  to  future  aget.  1^ 
you  all  the  avenues  of  our  hearts  are  opened,  and  we  lew  ^ 
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reproaches.     You  have  desired  us  to  speak  our  sentiments  with-       1708 
out  reserve ;  you  liave  by  so  doing  merited  our  candour,  and  we     2  Uaroh. 
trust  in  yV  protection  if  our  sentiments  appear  bold. 

Thus  confiding,  we  beg  leave  to  proceed  and  lay  before  you  a  plan 
by  which  in  future  ye  grievances  complained  of  never  will  appear. 
Suffer  us,  therefore,  to  say  that  as  the  colony  is  now  infested  with 
dealers,  pedlars,  and  extortioners  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  extir-  ][]Jjl!J^J!! 
pate  them.    We  hope  to  prove  to  y  V  Excellency  the  real  necessity       p*<"*** 
of  their  abolition  ;  they  are  the  engines  of  our  destruction.     Can 
it  be  otherwise ;  their  extortion  appears  from  what  we  have  already 
stated.     They  are  snares  for  settlers;  some,  for  want,  entreat  of 
them  to  give  credit  for  a  pound,  and  if  he  succeeds  it  is  at  ye 
expence  of  drinking  £5.     This  perhaps  will  point  out  to  you 
want  of  conduct  in  ye  settlers,  yet  let  necessity  plead  his  excuse. 
But  by  what  means  has  a  publican  in  his  power  to  give  credit  ? 
Is  the  property  he  sells  his  own,  or  is  he  agent  for  a  better  man,  Their 
or  rather  a  richer  man  than  himself  1     Let  the  colony  bear  testi-  J^Son. 
mony  of  this.     It's  well  known  there  is  not  one  amongst  them 
brought  a  penny  to  the  colony,  and  in  the  course  of  two  or  three 
years  they  can  mount  a  saddle-horse,  ride  out  to  a  farm  and  reckon 
three  or  four  hundred  of  goats  which  they  call  their  property. 

Your  Excellency  no  doubt  would  wish  to  be  informed  how  it  is 
possible  for  them  to  amass  such  a  fortune.  It's  partly  accounted  '^S.'IJ'®* 
for — and  further,  when  the  labouring  man  receives  his  hire  in  fortuneB. 
wheat  he  goes  to  ye  publican  to  obtain  articles  in  exchange.  It 
is  then  observed  to  hun  with  a  sneer,  "  I  don't  want  wheat,  but 
rU  take  yours  at  seven  shillings  and  sixpence  per  bushel,  and  give 
you  tobacco  at  fifteen  shillings  per  pound."  This  is  the  only  place 
where  such  an  article  can  be  had,  and  ye  crafty  dealer  knowing 
this  holds  to  his  price. 

At  this  rate  a  labouring  man  pays  at  least  thirteen  shillings  The  price  of 
per  bushel  for  wheat,  and  sells  it  for  half  the  sum ;  ye  prime  cost  ^^^^ 
is  ten  shillings,  and  by  going  any  distance  ye  loss  of  his  day's  work 
is  equal  to  three  shillings  more.     This  same  wheat  is  resold  at 
twenty  shillings  per  bushel. 

It  is  from  this  evident  to  y'r  Excellency  that  if  settlers  had 
articles  to  pay  for  labour  in  lieu  of  grain,  ye  lab'r  would  not 
only  gave  the  above  difference,  but  ye  settlers'  work  would  not  be 
neglected.  It  is  also  productive  of  another  evil — ye  labourer  not  obstacles  to 
being  able  to  live  by  industry,  he  resorts  to  his  former  line  of  life  *»<>°***y* 
and  plunders  the  honest  settler.  The  sober  and  honest  settler, 
who  ought  to  be  considered  as  the  chief  support  of  the  colony,  is 
by  such  means  often  in  want  of  the  common  necessaries  of  life, 
while  an  iUiterate  grog-shop-keeper  is  rolling  in  every  luxury  that 
the  colony  can  afford. 

To  put  an  end  to  such  practices,  let  us  request  of  your  Excellency 
to  permit  us  to  become  the  purchasers  of  a  proportionable  part  of 
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a  ship's  cargo.  We  will  place  in  the  hands  of  an  agent  what  little 
payments  remain  from  our  ruined  property  for  that  purpose,  and 
should  it  not  be  sufficient  for  to  pay  for  a  prqportionablie  part  d 
the  cargo,  your  Excellency  can  run  no  risk  in  advancing  in  the 
name  of  Government  what  may  be  deemed  deficient :  our  anm 
we  wiU  make  forthcoming  to  you  as  your  security.  Oo^  longltato 
of  oppression  reduced  us  to  raise  the  whole  sum  at  our  first  anset^ 
yet  if  y'r  Excellency  will  but  secure  to  yourself  our  grain  there  is  ot 
manner  of  doubt  but  that  a  short  time  will  enable  us  to  sanmMnnt 
all  our  difficulties.  It  may  be  said  that  some  few  are  indebted  to 
individuals  upon  the  colony  who  would  be  rigCH*ous  in  enfoieiiig 
payment,  but  if  such  a  mode  as  we  have  pointed  out  should  be 
adopted  no  doubt  but  we  should  soon  be  enabled  to  satisfy  Mr 
demands. 

If  it  meets  y'r  Excellency's  approbation  to  adopt  this  plan  m 
have  no  doubt  but  you'll  afibrd  us  some  house  room  for  the  caigiK 
and  when  an  agent  is  appointed  that  will  give  sufficient  measitf 
for  his  conduct  and  management,  that  he  will  follow  such  direetiai 
as  to  you  shall  seem  meet  consistent  with  our  contract,  and  M 
we  beg  leave  to  observe, — 

That  it  appears  highly  necessary,  when  the  purchase  is  maiB, 
that  y'r  Excellency  be  fumislied  with  an  inventory  or  invoice  of 
the  cargo  and  price,  and  that  agreeable  to  such  price  yon  w9 
establish  a  fixt  price  by  which  it  is  to  be  retailed  by  settlers  ni 
dealers  (if  any  there  be). 

That  no  settler  ought  to  draw  more  from  the  stores  so  to  bf 
erected  than  what  will  be  necessary  for  cultivating  his  grooBd 
and  for  the  use  of  his  family;  and  in  order  to  ascertain  wilk 
precision  what  articles  may  be  wanted  for  that  purpose,  thateffff 
settler  do  give  in  an  account  of  what  number  of  acres  he  intend 
to  cultivate,  and  that  this  plan  be  followed  throughout  the  cokm^: 
extending  to  the  opulent  as  well  as  the  indigent ;  the  neoesafy 
this  will  soon  appear  to  y^r  Exoellenoy,  for  if  trade  is  suffered 
be  carried  on  as  formerly  all  our  hopes  will  soon  vanish. 

We  hope  yV  Excellency  will  view  this  representation  in  i 
proper  light,  and  give  such  instructions  in  future  as  to  yen  i 
your  direction  may  appear  proper. 

We  beg  leave  to  subscribe  ourselves,  «fec., 

ThB   SfiTTLBRS   Oy  THE   FiBLD   OF  MaRS. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

Report  op  The  Rev.  Samuel  Marsdex  axd  AasistATt- 

Surgeon  Arndell. 

General  Remarks  on  t/ie  District  of  FarramaUa, 
Settlers  at    The  setUers  of  this  district  are  in  better  circumstances  in  geo^ 
Parramatta.  than  any  other  in  the  colony,  but  this  is  altogether  owing  tote^ 
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loealaifcaation.  Tlmtthejlaboiirimder  the  same  genenJ  grievances      179t 
m  the  rest  of  ye  farmers  is  evident  from  their  own  statement  j  MM«b. 

From  tiieir  vicinily  to  je  town  of  Farnunatta  they  derive  some 
wry  material  advantages  as  &irmer&  They  can  cultivate  their 
knd  at  a  much  less  ezpence  than  ye  inland  farmers^  as  the 
prisoners  employed  by  Gov't  about  ye  town  are  very  ready  to 
work  for  them  wh^i  their  Govem't  task  is  done,  not  havii^  any  Local 
diitanee  to  go  to  their  labour;  it  is  well  known  this  is  a  very  •**'^"*'»8®"- 
^reat  advantage. 

They  are  also  near  ye  market  with  their  grain,  and  at  a  very 
trifling  ezpence  they  are  able  to  lodge  it  in  his  Majesty's  store, 
while  ^e  inland  fanner  is  sometimes  at  a  great  loss,  and  always 
at  a  great  ezpenoe,  in  bringing  his  grain  to  markett. 

Uej  h.ve  another  eaaentdal  advantage  from  their  irituation-ye 
▼ending  of  their  vegetables — potatoes,  turnips,  &c, — to  theinhabit- 
snts  of  Parramatta ;  hence  it  is  evident  that  their  local  situation 
gives  them  such  advantage  over  ye  inland  farmer,  which  makes  all 
the  difference  in  their  cironmstances,  and  no  other  cause  whatever. 

General  Remarks  on  the  Districts  of  Concord  and  Liberty  Plains, 

The  land  in  Concord  District  is  more  rich  and  fertile  than  any  we  Fertmt.v  of 

have  visited,  tho'  not  so  good  in  Liborty  Plains.     The  settlers  at  ****  ^°^* 

Concord  informed  us  that  they  had  from  twenty  to  thirty  bushels 

per  acre  of  wheat  this  season.    Tho'  their  ground  in  general  is  very 

rich,  yet  the  &.rmers  in  it  are  very  poor  and  greatly  involved  in 

debt,  and  ar&  now  living  upon  credit.     Most  of  them  have  no  seed 

wheats  and  h&ve  every  appearance  of  approaching  ruin.    Should  a 

«hip  airive  with  any  articles  of  consumption,  they  can't  raise  a  Poverty  of 

single  pound  in  the  two  districts.     We  have  found  no  district  so  ****  «»***«"• 

very  poor  as  those,  the  Ponds  excepted,  which  has  been  long 

«ttled.     Under  their  present  circumstances  they  will  not  be  able 

loDg  to  hold  their  lands,  but  must  shortly  come  to  ruin   and 

deatraction. 

Remarks  on  the.  District  of  The  Ponds. 

This  district  was  amongst  the  first  settled  by  Governor  Phillip.  Ad^*?*^ 
it  is  a  well-known  &u!t  that  ye  original  settlers  in  this  district  se^n. 
received  more  live  stock  and  manual  labour  from  Government  to 
enable  them  to  dear  their  lands  and  cultivate  their  farms  than  it 
has  been  in  the  power  of  y'r  Excellency  to  grant  to  others  who 
have  become  farmers  since  your  arrival.     Many  of  the  settlers  and 
fiunilies  were  maintained  from  the  public  store  for  the  space  of 
three  and  four  years,  and  bad  two  or  three  prisoners  allowed  them 
to  labour  on  their  farms  for  the  same  time,  who  were  both  fed  J^  »"<* 
and  cloathed  from  his  Majesty's  stores  also.    Notwithstanding  the  allowed  to 
grsat  assistance  these  settlers  received  in  stock,  provisions,  and  ^'^"™* 
labour  from  Govem't,  many  of  them  have  been  long  since  ruined. 
That  ne&irious  practice  (which  still  threatens  the  annihilation  of 
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this  settlement)  by  encouraging  their  idleness  and  dissipation 
wrought  their  destruction.     It  appears  from  the  report  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  district  that  amongst  sixteen  farmers  who  had 
grants  of  land  given  to  them  four  only  remain.     Part  of  those 
settlers  sold  their  lands  to  pay  their  debts,  and  others  rented  them 
from  total  inability  to  carry  on  cultivation.    Some  of  these  bank- 
rupt settlers,  in  consequence  of  their  desperate  circumstances,  are 
become  dangerous  pests  to  society,  and  others  remain  a  burthen 
to  Govem't  to  this  very  day.     These  are  facts,  and  the  fatal 
consequences  attending  upon  the  introduction  of  licentiousness 
and  disorder  amongst  those  unfortunate  people.     There  are  now 
seventeen  landholders  and  settlers  in  this  district,  and  320  acres  of 
land  cleared.    This  land  has  been  cleared  at  an  immense  expense; 
ye  principal  part  has  fallen  upon  Government.    The  greatest  part 
of  this  land  now  lies  in  an  uncultivated  state,  by  reason  of  the 
poverty  of  those  people  who  now  possess  it.     When  we  called  the 
meeting  on  the  20th  of  Feb'ry,  amongst  the  whole  seventeen 
families/they  could  not  realize  more  than  eighty  bushels  of  wheat 
This  small  quantity  is  all  they  have  to  depend  upon  for  support 
and  seeding  their  ground  this  season.      It  may  be  alledged  by 
some  that  ye  land  in  this  district  is  poor,  and  that  ye  poverty  of 
ye  soil  has  been  the  ruin  of  the  settler.     In  one  or  two  instances 
this  probably  may  have  been  the  case,  but  it  is  by  no  means 
Good  land!!,  general.     Many  of  them  are  fertile,  fine  farms ;  have  produced 
good  crops,  both  of  wheat  and  Indian  com.      It  is  our  opinion 
that  there  is  scarcely  one  single  farm  in  this  district  but  what 
would  maintain  its  possessor  and  family  if  he  was  in  a  capacity  of 
cultivating  it.     The  price  of  articles  and  labour,  which  they  so 
justly  and  loudly  complain,  renders  it  morally  impossible  for  them 
to  get  forward  and  become  respectable. 

General  Remarks  on  tJie  Northern  Boundary  District. 

Some  of  the  settlers  in  this  district  were  settled  also  by  OovV 
Phillip ;  they  received  similar  indulgence  from  Government  with 
the  Pond  settlers.  There  is  only  one  of  the  old  settlers  now  re- 
maining— John  Martin,  a  sober  and  industrious  man,  yet  very 

The  oriffinai  poor :  ye  others  are  gone  to  ruin.  Those  who  have  had  farms  given 
to  them  a  little  before  or  since  y'r  Excellenc/s  arrival  still  possess 
them.  The  recent  advantages  they  have  derived  from  Grover'nt  in 
being  maintained  from  the  public  store  has  enabled  them  hitherto 
to  hold  their  lands,  but  unless  some  speedy  steps  are  taken  to  re- 
move their  grievances,  they,  in  the  course  of  a  short  time,  must  fall 
a  sacrifice,  like  their  neighbours,  to  avarice  and  extortion.     The 

Condition  of  present  state  of  the  cultivation  of  ye  farms  of  those  settlers  who 
have  been  settled  for  two  or  three  y'rs  past  sufficiently  evince  that 
no  labour  or  industry  have  been  wanting  on  their  part  to  render 
themselves  easy  and  comfortable;  their  grounds,  in  general,  are 
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in  high  cultivation,  and  their  present  crop  of  Indian  com  very      1708 
promisiDg.     At  the  same  time,  under  such  oppresive  grievances  as    2  ifu«h. 
they  now  labour,  they  must  fall  headlong  to  ruin  and  destruction,  p-^JTZL 
and  instead  of  their  becoming  honest,  sober,  and  industrious  mem-  fminen. 
bars  of  society,  aiding  and  assisting  in  their  respective  stations  to 
maintain  ye  good  order  and  quiet  of  the  settlement,  and  con- 
tributing by  their  hard  labour  towards  lessening  ye  expences  of 
Government,  they  will  be  drove  by  want  and  desperation  to  practice 
their  old  vicious  habits,  and  themselves  and  families  will  become 
again  a  burthen  to  the  Crown.     These  remarks,  as  they  strike 
us  forciably,  we  take  the  liberty  to  lay  before  y'r  Excellency ;  ye 
^tcts  stated  are  notorious,  and  ye  inferences  drawn  from  them  are 
such  as  the  wretched  experience  of  many  individuals  in  this  colony 
have  but  too  often  confirmed. 

General  Bemarks  on  the  District  of  Prospect. 
This  district  was  originally  settled  by  Governor  Phillip ;  there  The  ori^nai 
were  not  less  than  twenty  grants  of  land  given  by  him.   All  those  SSJSSrtf 
persons  Grovernor  Phillip  indulged  with  a  farm  'tis  well  known 
were  selected  as  men  of  general  good  character ;  none  but  ye  in- 
dustrious and  sober  were  allowed  to  become  farmers :  they  also 
received  similar  indulgence  with  ye  other  districts  from   Gov'r 
Phillip.     At  ye  time  he  left  the  colony  ye  settlers  in  every  district 
were  in  a  promising  way  of  doing  well  and  of  supporting  them- 
selves and  families,  but  upon  his  leaving  ye  settlement  a  material 
change  soon  took  place  in  their  circumstances.     Those  misfortunes 
were  first   occasioned  by  ye  introduction  of  spirits  and  trafiic  EvUb  of  the 
amongst  themselves.   Out  of  twenty  settlers  who  had  grants  of  land  g^ts. 
originally  given  them  by  Gov*r  Phillip  in  this  district  only  six  now 
remain;  the  rest  have  either  sold  or  rented  their  lands  from  total 
inabDity  to  carry  on  their  cultivation.     The  ground  in  this  district 
in  general  is  very  rich  and  fertile,  so  that  their  ruined  or  em- 
Wrased  circumstances  cannot  be  attributed  to  the  barrenness  of 
je  soil.     Amongst  ye  present  farmers  and  landholders  of  this 
district^  ten  of  them  had  no  seed  for  their^rotmd  with  this  season 
when  we  convened  ye  meeting :  from  this  circumstance  there  is 
HtUe  reason  to  hope  that  they  will  be  in  a  better  state  ye  next 
year  than  what  they  are  this. 

General  Bemarks  on  the  District  of  the  Field  of  Mars. 
The  settlers  in  ye  Field  of  Mars,  who  had  grants  of  land  given  General 
them  by  Governor  Phillip,  are  in  no  better  circumstances  than  JfJrtScw!^ 
those  of  Prospect  and  ye  Ponds.     Many  of  them  have  sold  their 
farms,  and  those  who  still  hold  them  are  very  poor.     From  the 
^hole  statement  of  the  settlers,  y'r  Excellency  will  easily  perceive 
that  the  ruin  and  distress  of  the  farmer  has  been  general  in  every 
P&rt  of  the  colony,  and  that  those  who  have  been  longest  settled 
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2  MMeh.  ^h®  land  in  this  district  is  not  so  good  as  in  some  others,  yt 
banks  exoei^ted,  which  have  been  granted  to  different  personi 
since  Governor  Phillip's  departure ;  but  the  old  settlers  in  every 
district  are  nearly  upon  the  same  footing  with  respect  to  tbeur 
ruined  circumstances. 


The  settle- 
ment at 
Kissing 
Point. 


The  first 
■ettlern. 


Their 


impending 
ruin. 


Creneral  Remarks  on  tl^e  District  oj  Kissing  Paint* 

In  this  district  there  is  a  greater  number  of  settlers  than  in  any 
other.  In  general,  they  seem,  from  the  advanced  state  of  ye  culti- 
vation of  their  farms,  to  be  verv  industrious  men.  This  district 
is  capable  of  producing  a  very  large  quantity  of  grain,  provided  ti» 
farmers  in  it  were  only  able  to  carry  on  their  cultivation. 

Your  Excellency  will  perceive  from  their  own  statement  ye 
difficulties  they  have  to  contend  with.  We  doubt  not  your  pene- 
tration will  view  their  representations  in  its  proper  light,  and  ft 
goodness  adopt  such  measures  as  will  remedy  their  grievances  in 
future.     Many  of  the  old  settlers  in  this  district  are  also  poor. 

General  Remarks  upon  the  Whole. 


1 

Number  of              Number  of 
Original  Settlers.  Settlersremaining. 

By  whom 
Settind. 

Name  of  District 

7 
10 
20 
16 

8 
12 

2 

1 
6 

4 
3 
6 

Governor  Phillip 

99 

Parramatta. 

Northern  Boimdary. 

Prospect. 

The  Ponds. 

Field  of  Mars. 

Eastern  Farms,  orEiatbag'Ptidt 

78 

21 

The  foregoing  is  an  exact  statement  of  ye  old  settlers  as  we 
found  them  upon  this  enquiry.     It  may  be  proper  to  obsenre  thit 
ye  first  settlers  were  considered  as  men  of  general  good  character; 
the  cause  of  their  ruin  and  misfortunes  may  be  easily  traced  ia 
their  own  representations  from  the  present  involved  state  of  the 
present  settlers  from  ye  enormous  sums  which  are  exhibited  against 
them  at  tlie  different  Courts  of  Civil  Judicature  held  from  time 
to  time.     From  the  fall  and  ruin  of  their  predecessors  it  may  be 
fairly  inferred  that  many  of  them  can  have  nothing  but  approach- 
ing want  and  misery  in  view,  the  sale  of  their  farms,  and  the  mil 
of  their  families.     Under  such  circumstances  the  support  and 
prosperity  of  the  settlement  must  be  very  precarious.     Unless  aont 
speedy  and  salutary  measures  are  adopted  to  save  the  tidlinf 
landed  interest,  it  is  our  joint  opinion  ye  expences  of  Government 
and  the  distress  of  the  fs^ers  will  duly  accumulate.    The  aettkoi 

•  Ante,  p.  188  (noteX 
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ire  considered  by  many,  who  probably  have  never  visited  their      1708 
barms  or  impartially  weighed  the  difficulties  they  labour  under,  as    2  Mnth. 
idle,  worthless  characters,  and  that  their  own  imprudencies  are  the 
cause  of  their  misfortunes.    This,  in  some  particular  instances,  may 
be  true  :  but  it  is  our  joint  opinion  that  it  is  by  no  means  i^eneraL  f^^  ^^ 
Many  of  the  farmers  are  sober,  industrious  men.  setuen. 

Their  own  representations  sufficiently  piove  ye  true  cause  of  Resaits of 
their  grievances,  embarrassments,  and  bankruptcies,  and  that  their  **»®  inquiry. 
distress  is  more  to  be  attributed  to  the  hardships  they  labour  under 
than  their  own  imprudencies.  We  have  now  completed  ye  enquiry 
y'r  Excellency  requested  of  us  to  make  to  ye  best  of  our  judgment, 
and  hope,  from  our  investigation  of  the  settlers'  complaints  and 
grievances,  you  will  be  able  to  derive  all  ye  information  of  those 
circumstances  and  situation  you  wished  for.  We  shall  therefore, 
with  all  due  respect,  lay  their  representations  before  you,  and  beg 
leave  to  subscribe  ourselves.  Your  Excellency's,  <!bc., 

Saml.  Mabsdbn, 
Thos.  Arndell. 

The  Duke  op  Portland  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  16th  March,  1798.        le  March. 

You  will  receive  this  by  the  Buffalo,  armed  ship,  which, 
exclusive  of  the  several  articles  specified  in  my  letter  of  the  6th 
February  (a  triplicate  of  which  I  have  transmitted  to  you  by  this 
conveyance),  carries  out  the  cloaths  mentioned  in  the  margin^  for  aothioir- 
the  use  of  the  convicts,  t 

The  lists  of  the  female  convicts  which  went  in  the  Britannia,  Lists  of 
together  with   the   original    contract   entered   into   by   Samuel  ^"^*^*'* 
Enderby  and  his  Majesty's  Order-in-Council  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  those  female  convicts  who  required  the  same,  you  will 
receive  by  the  Britannia  under  a  separate  cover.  , 

The  Porpoise,  armed  ship,  which  will  follow  the  Buffalo  early  The 
in  the  summer,  vdll  carry  out  several  complete  assortments  of  ^^^  ' 
every  article  necessary  for  weaving  coarse  linen.  |  In  the  interim, 
therefore,  I  cannot  too  strictly  enjoin  you  to  take  every  possible 
means  for  encouraging  the  cultivation  of  flax,  and  learning  such  a 
number  of  persons  how  to  weave  as  the  number  of  looms  with  you 
and  in  Norfolk  Island  will  allow  of. 

Sailors'  frocks,  such  as  are  made  of  Russia  duck,  and  which  is  a  Saiiore* 
dress  best  adapted  for  the  climate  of  the  settlement,  may  very  soon    ^    "^" 
be  provided  on  the  spot  by  these  means  without  the  necessity  of 
sending  them  from  hence.  I  am,  &c., 

Portland. 

P.S. — Since  writing  this  letter  I  am  informed  that  the  Buffalo  The  Buffalo. 
MB  already  full  and  loaded,  and  therefore  tliat  the  supply  of  shirts, 

*  7,773  ihirts,  3,348  pain  hose,  2,566  pairs  shoes,  3,848  hats. 
1 90  in  number.  X  Ante,  p.  334. 
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1796      hose,  shoes,  and  hats  mentioned  in  the  margin  cannot  be  sent  hj 

16  Maieh.    ^^^^  vessel ;  but  that  thej  will  be  shipped  on  board  the  Porpoise, 

together  with  the  following  provisions  and  slops,  'viz. : — Pork, 

208,600  lb. ;   sailors'  jackets.  No.  5,000 ;    ditto  frocks,   Russia 

duck,  5,000 ;  trowsers  of  ditto,  5,000 ;  shoes,  pairs  of,  2,500. 


24HArcli. 


The 

Prindpal 
Surgeon's 
■alary. 


Under  Secretary  King  to  Principal  Surgeon  White. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  24th  March,  1798. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  acquaint  you, 
in  answer  to  your  letter  to  me  on  the  subject  of  your  salary  as 
Principal  Surgeon  at  New  South  Wales,  tiiat,  according  to  the 
erenend  rule  laid  down  in  similar  cases,  you  are  entitled  to  one 
moiety  only  of  the  salary  during  your  absence  from  the  colony, 
and  that  the  other  moiety  should  be  received  by  the  person  who 
acts  in  the  colony  as  Principal  Surgeon  during  that  period.  His 
Grace  therefore  conceives  that  you  should  pay  Mr.  Balmain  the 
moiety  that  he  has  applied  for,  as  you  state  that  you  have  received 
the  whole.*  I  am,  &c., 

J.  King 


trancporta- 
tion. 


Statement  of  Expenditure. 

27  March.  Navy  Office,  27th  March,  1798. 

ThecoBtof   An  Account  of  all  the  expences  that  have  attended  the  service  of 

sending  convicts  to  New  South  Wales  and  Norfolk  Island 
from  the  year  1786  (the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the 
establishment  of  those  settlements)  to  the  year  1797,  so  far 
as  the  same  are  known  or  can  be  ascertained  at  this  office. 
Prepared  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  the  Right  Hon'ble 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty ;  signified  by  Mr. 
Nepean's  letter  of  the  27th  February,  1798,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  the  sum  of  £229,234  14s.  lOd. 

For  these  expences  bills  were  passed  in  the  yeara  under  men- 
tioned, viz.  : — 


In  the  }'car. 

Amounting  to 

Number  of 
Oonvicts  sent 

£        8.  d. 

1786         

28,339    1  10 

•  •  •  > 

1787          

28,779    7    1 

778 

1788         

7,393    4    4 

•  •  •  • 

1789         

89,688    3    4 

1,251 

1790         

1                8,202  13  11 

2,029 

1791         

1              47,356    0    0 

406 

1792         

34,233  14  11 

412 

179S         

21.410  18    7 

•  •  •  ■ 

1794         

15.862  11  10 

82 

1795         

3,569    4    0 

•  •  •  • 

£229,234  14  10 

4,960 

•  See  Balmain'B  letter  to  Banter  of  the  5th  May,  1706.— Ante,  p.  40. 


A  decade's  TRANSPOETATION  expenses,  377 

Memo. — ^In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  ezpenoes  incurred  on      1706 
his  Majesty's  ships  sent  on  service  to  New  South  Wales  is  estimated    27  Mareh. 
to  he  as  under,  viz.  : — 

£       8.  d. 

Sinus       60,993    0    0  Expenieg 

Supply,  tender 20,686    0    0  oSJSSnent 

Guardian  22,924    0    0  ahlps. 

Goijgon    ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        17,113    0    0 

£111,716  0  0 
To  which  mav  he  added  the  freight  paid  for 
the  hire  of  the  Dutch  ship  Waaksamheyd 
to  hring  home  from  New  South  Wales  the 
officers  and  company  of  H.M's  late  ship 
Sinus 4,924    9  11 


£116,639    9  11 

This  is  exclusive  of  the  expences  paid  by  the  Commissioners  for 
the  victualling  his  Maj's  navy,  of  which  a  separate  account  (it  is 
understood)  has  been  sent  by  them. 

N.B. — Since  the  31st  August,  1794,  this  business  has  been 
conducted  by  the  Transport  Board. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

10th  April,  1 798.        10  ApriL 
Parole — Avoid.  Countersign — Infamy. 

The  Commissary  is  directed  to  issue,  on  next  Saturday,  to  the  The  stock 
women  the  few  remaining  articles  of  slops  which  the  store  can  ®'  cio*i»inir- 
afford,  and  it  is  recommended  that  they  use  every  means  for 
making  them  last  until  we  can  receive  a  supply  from  England. 

Jno.  Hunter. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

1 2th  April,  1798.        12  April. 
Parole — Repentance.  Countersign — Contrition. 

Notice  will  be  given  in  a  day  or  two  what  quantity  of  maize  the  The  prioe  of 
public  stores  at  Parramatta  and  Sydney  will  be  ready  to  take  in ;  "*^*®' 
bat  it  becomes  necessary  to  inform  the  settlers  and  others  con- 
cerned in  raising  this  grain  that,  as  the  price  of  wheat,  which  is 
exceedingly  high,  has  been  continued  this  year,  in  consequence  of 
certain  representations  which  are  made  to  the  Governor,  he  now 
informs  them  that  Government  cannot  longer  continue  the  high 
price  of  maize  also.  It  is  therefore  to  be  understood  that  four 
shillings  will  be  the  price  of  the  bushel  of  maize. 

Jno.  Hunter. 
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1708  Government  and  General  Order. 

&  iqpriL  21st  April,  1796. 

Parole — Patience.  Countersign — Contentment. 

Theooatof    The  Governor  having  received  a  petition*  from  the  set 
'^*         general,  in  which  thej  have  represented  the  great  distreas] 

labor  imder,  as  well  in  the  high  wagesf  of  hired  servants  to  wBrZ 
their  ground  as  in  the  immense  price  they  pay  for  every  articl 
they  require  upon  that  service,  and  requesting  that  the  price 
maize  may,  on  that  account,  be  continued  as  last  year : 

The  Governor,  sensible  of  their  distresses,  and  desirous  of 
ing  to  any  reasonable  application  those  distresses  may  indaov^^=e 
An  order  them  to  make  to  him  :  He  has  now  given  directions  to  the  Cooa^^rii- 
muded  missary  to  continue  the  last  year  price  of  maize  ;  but  as  it  is  n^ — ^o 
less  his  duty  to  reduce  the  heavy  expences  of  this  colony 
Government  than  it  is  his  wish  to  render  the  ratuation  of  ih» 
industrious  farmer  easy  and  comfortable,  they  must  look  forwsrd 
a  reduction  of  the  price  of  grain  of  every  kind  before  long. 

Jno.  Huntbb. 

Government  and  General  Order. 
2S  April.  23rd  April,  1798. 

Parole — Candid.  Countersign — Impartial 

The  Hde  of    The  settlers  having  at  different  times  complained  that  the  recdi 
grw^^ono-  .^^  ^£  grain  into  the  public  stores  when  open  for  that  pi 

was  so  completely   monopolized  that  they  cou'd  have  but  ie^ 

opportunitys  of  getting  the  full  value  for  their  crops;  that,  ii 

consequence  of  their  being  so  frequently  thrust  out  and 

pointed  at  the  granary,  they  had,  from  their  poverty  and 

been  often  obliged  to  dispose  of  their  grain  for  less  than  half  it 

value,   and  that  they  were  thereby  constantly  involved  in  deb>'^">^ 

and  distress : 

The  Repeated  Orders  have  been  given  on  this  subject  that  those  whc^  -^^ 

SStaJio"    raise  the  grain  should  at  all  times  have  the  preference  in  the  public 
the  subject  granary  ;  that  those  who  were  known  to  be  poor  and  industriot 
but  distressed  by  having  large  familys,  shou'd  be  particularij 
favored  upon   such  occasions.      Such  Orders  have  but  too 
quently  been  frustrated  by  circumstances  which  have  not 
known  to  the  Governor.      He  therefore  publishes  this  to  sayi 
he  desires  and  expects  a  more  constant  attention  to  it  in 
department  of  the  Commissary,  and  that  there  be  no  cause  gi^ 
in  future  for  a  repetition  of  complaints  of  such  real  grievanc 
If  there  are,  he  is  resolved  to  take  more  serious  notice  of  theiD- 

Jno.  Hunteb. 

*  The  petition  has  not  been  preflen*ed. 
t  Ante,  pp.  189, 197,  204,  296. 


■^w 


8TOBE8  AKD  IMFIiEHENTS. 


a7» 


Stobes  ahd  Implbiibnts  fob  Nbw  SoiTTH  Waleb. 
AsnciiBS  in  the  Transport  Storehouse  at  Portsmouth,  originally    J5  Mwtt- 
pQrchased  for  the  coast  of  Franoe,  and  now  proposed  to  he  storeTfor 
^nt  to  New  South  Wales.*  the  ooiooy. 


^ftaaipOm. 

Qoantity. 

Price. 

RenuurkB. 

Hats 

10,030   ... 

at  28.  each 

These  are  strong,  round 
hats,  with  deepcrowns, 
with  the  brims  abont 
twoandahalf  or  three 
inches  broad.  * 

1  Hatchets 

2  casks  ... 

at  1/-  pV  hatchet 
at  2/10  pV  sett 

The  hatchets  are  small. 

1  Horseshoes      and 

M  II 

Kails. 

;  Hoie,  pairs  of   .. 

OfVo^        «.• 

at  1/1  i  ea.  pair 

Common,  coarse  hose. 

Hooks  and  eyes... 

SOgrose 

at  lid.  p'r  grose 

Jackets 

12,470  ... 

at  15e.  each     ... 

The  whole  are  warm 
doathing,  but  rather 
slight  of  their  kind. 

Pain    of     shoes, 

5,000     ... 

at  3/5  each 

The  materials  for    the 

materials  for. 

shoes  are  in  good  con- 
dition. 

Shirts      

t 

24,970  ... 

at  3/9  each 

The  shirts  are  all  white 
or  brownish  linneo, 
and  are  seemingly  of 
the  quality  usually 
supplied  to  soldiers. 

Thfead 

18611b.... 
209 

at  2/10  p'r  lb.  ... 
at  lOd.  p'r  doz'n 

1 

An  Account  of  Implements  of  Husbandry,  shipped  on  board  the  implements 

Porpoise,  storeahip,  for  New   South  Wales,    consigned  to  hLibandry. 

Governor  Hunter : — 

The  Hon'ble  the   Commissioner  for  managing  his  Majesty's  Transport 
Service. 

Bo*t  of  William  Jones,  No.  141,  New  Bond-street. 

Qoods  for  New  South  Wales  delivered  at  Deptford,  to  the  care  of  Mr. 
D.  Martin : — 


July  Gth,  1796. 
No.  A 1,  2  ft  3 

£   «. 

d. 

...  3  casks,  containing  500  falling^uces 

for  clearing  ground,  sorted,  at  28. 

50    0 

0 

No.  A  4  ... 

...  1  cask,  containing  100  pickaxes,  3/- 

15    0 

0 

No.  A,  5  ft  6 

...2  casks,    containing    223    socket- 

spades,  sorted,  2/6           

27  17 

6 

No.  A,  7... 

...  1  cask  oontaimng  222  reapmg-hooks. 

sorted,  @  1/-         

11    2 

0 

A  :  8  ft  12 

...5  bundles    plate  iron,   w'r,   5cwt. 

Iqr.  31b.,  32/-        

8    8 

m 

#  tVftt.    U^  ...»    ^^mA    4. 

Carried  forward     

£112    8 

4* 

mh  Apifl,  1796,  wtaieh  hM  act  boen  preMrved. 
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17M  An  Account  of  Implements  of  Husbandry,  &e. — continued. 

96  April.  £       8.    d. 

Brought  forward  112    8    4| 

A:  13  &  17       ...  5  bundles  plate  iron,  double-rolled, 

5cwt.  Oqr.  01b.,  34/-         8  10    0 

A :  18     7    casks,    containing    250  reaping- 
hooks,  sorted,  @  lOd 10    8    4 

A  :  19  &  20       ...  2  casks,  containing  250  spades,  no 

handles— 30  at  2/6  ;  220  at  2/8...      33    1    8 

A  :  21     1  cask,  containing  27  spades  (5()0  in 

all),  2/8       3  12    0 

30reaping-hooks(502inall),  lid....         1     7    6 

11  casks  at  7/-  3  17    0 

Swede's  iron,  assorted,  in  flat  and 

square  bars,  77  bars,  w't  30cwt. 

Oqr.  Olb,  at  27/- 40  10    0 

Rod  iron  for  nails,  and  19  bundles, 

w*t,  lOcwt.  Oqr.  211b.,  ®  31/-    ...       15  15    9J 

Blistered  steel,  w't,  lOcwt.  Iqr.  81b. , 

@  42/-        21  13    6 

Paid  waterage  for  craft  and  men  ...        2  16    6 

£254    0    8 


Government  and  General  Order. 
iMay.  Ist  May,  179a 

Parole — Isle  Wight.  Countersign — ^Yarmouth. 

The^       From  the  nature  of  those  difficulties  of  which  the  settlers  upon 
stote  of        Norfolk  Island  having  complained,  difficulties  which  have  not  until 
isUwd^        very  lately  been  known  to  have  an  existence,  the  Governor  is  led 
to  suspect  that  the  same  rage  for  traffic  and  an  intemperate  indu^ 
gence  in  some  of  those  destructive  gratifications  which  have  so 
effectually  ruin'd  many  of  the  most  forward  and  promising  settlers 
in  New  South  Wales  has  reached  Norfolk  Island. 

His  Excellency,  from  an  earnest  desire  to  promote  the  prosperity 

of  that  island  and  the  true  happiness  of  its  inhabitants,  has,  since 

his  arrival  in  this  country,  availed  himself  of  every  means  or  oj^' 

tunity  of  forwarding  for  their  accommodation  a  share  of  sad 

little  comforts  as  accidental  ships  may  have  brought  hither;  bat 

he  is  sorry  to  observe  that  instead  of  those  things  being  felt  an 

advantage  they  appear  only  to  operate  as  a  stimulus  to  more  ezten- 

Evil  effects    ^^^^  dealings,  a  circumstance  which  he  can  foresee  will  terminate  in 

of  trading,    the  ruin  of  many  of  the  settlers  for  whose  welfare  he  is  extremely 

anxious.     He  desires  therefore  that  they  will  not  suffer  the©- 

selves  to  be  led  away  from  their  real  interest  by  speculative  ideM 

or  a  desire  of  indulging  in  dangerous  amusements,  and  to  squander 

away  the  whole  produce  of  their  hard  labor  in  trifles  or  in  scenes 

of  dissipation,  which  must  eventually  end  in  their  complete  ruin. 

AdTice  to      He  desires  they  will  persevere  with  patience  in  the  management 

e  se   en.  ^£  their  farms  and  the  rearing  of  stock,  and  assures  them  that  be 
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has  taken  such  sfceps  as  he  flatters  himself  will  incline  the  Govern-  1708 
ment  at  home  to  consider  the  inconveniences  we  labor  under  in  x  May. 
this  distant  part  of  the  world,  and  induce  them  to  use  such 
measures  as  will  procure  us  before  long  every  European  article  we 
iiaj  have  occasion  for  at  a  very  moderate  expence,  and  through 
that  means  put  an  effectual  stop  to  the  impositions  under  which 
the  industrious  settlers  have  too  long  labored. 

Jno.  Hunter. 


(Governor  King^s  Dormant  Commission.* 

George  R. 

George  the  Third,  &c,  to  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  Philip  Gidley 
King,  master  and  commander  in  our  Royal  Navy,  greeting : 

We,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  your  loyalty,  courage  Kinff  to 
and  experience  in  military  affairs,  do,  by  these  presents,  constitute  Hunter,  in 
and  appoint  you  (in  the  case  of  the  death  or  during  the  absence  ^^^Jbseno?^ 
of  Captain  John  Hunter)  to  be  Governor  of  our  territory  called 
New  South  Walei3,  extending  from  the  north  cape,  or  extremity, 
of  the  coast,  called  Cape  York,  in  the  latitude  of  ten  degrees  thirty- 
seven  minutes  south,  to  the  southern  extremity  of  the  said  territory 
of  New  South  Wales,  or  south  cape,  in  the  latitude  of  forty-three 
degrees  thirty-nine  minutes  south,  and  of  all  the  country  inland  to 
the  westward,  as  far  as  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-fifth  degree  of 
longitude,  reckoning  from  the  meridian  of  Greenwich,  including 
all  the  islands  adjacent  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  within  the  latitudes 
aforesaid  of  10'  37'  south  and  43"  39'  south,  and  of  all  towns, 
garrisons,  castles,  forts,  and  all  other  fortifications  or  other  military 
▼orks  which  now  are,  or  may  be  hereafter,  erected  upon  the  said 
territory.  You  are,  therefore,  carefully  and  diligently  to  discharge  His  dutiM 
the  duty  of  Governor  in  and  over  our  said  territory  by  doing  and  *"^  vo^^n^ 
performing  all  and  all  manner  of  things  thereunto  belonging ;  and 
we  do  hereby  strictly  charge  and  command  all  our  officers  and 
soldiers  who  shall  be  employed  within  our  said  territory,  and  all 
others  whom  it  may  concern,  to  obey  you  as  our  Governor  thereof, 
and  you  are  to  observe  and  follow  such  orders  and  directions,  from 
time  to  time,  as  you  shall  receive  from  us,  or  any  superior  officer, 
according  to  the  rules  and  discipline  of  war,  and  likewise  such 
orders  and  directions  as  we  shall  send  you  under  our  signet  and 
sign-manual,  or  by  our  High  Treasurer  or  Commissioners  of  our 
Treasury,  for  the  time  being,  or  one  of  our  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  in  pursuance  of  the  trust  we  hereby  repose  in  you. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St  James's,' the  1st  day  of  May,  1798,  in 
the  thirty-eighth  year  of  our  reign. 

By  his  Majesty *s  command, 

Portland. 

•  Ante,  pp.  351,  35S. 
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1788  GOVERNMBNT  AND  GbKBRAL  OrDRB. 

10  May.  10th  Maj,  179a 

Parole — Truro.  Countersign — ComwalL 

The  medical  Medical  DEPARTMENT. — Mr.  D'Arcy  Wentwoith  -will  embai^on 
board  his  Majesty's  ship  Beliance  for  Norfolk  Island,  and  relieve 
Mr.  Thomas  Jamison,  the  assistant  surgeon  there,  who  will  return 
in  the  Reliance  and  take  the  duty  here.  Mr.  Jas.  Mileham  will 
relieve  Mr.  Jas.  Thomson,  assistant  surgeon  at  Farramatta,and  Mr. 
Thomson  will  take  the  duty  at  Sydney.  Jno,   Hunter. 


fltaff. 


15  May. 


Plant-cabin 
on  the 
Porpoise. 


Theooet 


Sir  Joseph  Banks  to  Under  Secretary  King.     (Banks 

Papers.)* 

My  Dear  Sir,  Soho  Square,  16th  May,  1798. 

I  have  been  rather  out  of  order  this  week  past,  and  hard 
work'd  beside  by  my  Lord  Liverpool,!  which  is  the  reason  I  have 
not  before  troubled  you  with  this. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  from  Capt.  King  that  you  have  agreed  to 
put  a  plant-cabbin  on  board  the  Porpoise.  I  have  consulted  CoL 
Paterson  about  the  European  plants  and  fruit-trees  that  ham 
been  already  introduced  into  the  colony,  and  I  find  many  of  gnA 
importance  still  wanting,  particularly  the  hop,  which,  by  enabliiif 
the  colonists  to  brew  beer,  will  diminish  the  consumption  of  rat- 
wholesome  spirits,  and  add  materially  to  the  health  and  comfort 
of  the  inhabitants. 

The  cost  of  framing  such  a  plant-cabbin  and  fitting  it  on  bosni 
the  vessel  will  be  under  £60,  and  if  a  sum  not  exceeding  £50  is 
allowed  to  me  I  will  undertake  to  provide  all  the  plants  that  cia 
be  wanted,  and  necessary  tools,  &c,  for  the  gardener. 

I  have  met  with  an  ingenious  young  man,  |  educated  as  a  kitcbfli^ 
gardener,  who  wishes  to  marry  and  carry  out  his  wife  to  settle  M 
Sidney.  His  character  is  excellent.  He  will  thankfully  under 
take  the  care  of  the  garden  on  board,  withotit  pay,  if  he  is  ptf- 
mitted  to  go  out  as  other  settlers  have  done,  and  have  the  saii0 
indulgences  when  he  arrives.  He  will,  I  conclude,  set  up  there  ai 
a  market-gardener,  and  no  doubt  become  an  usefull  inhabitant 

S(»  much  for  my  first  speculation.  Now  for  my  second,  whidi 
I  confess  I  conceive  is  of  great  importance. 

We  have  now  possessed  the  country  of  New  South  Wales  mow 
than  ten  years,  and  so  much  has  the  discovery  of  the  interior  bees 
Exploration,  neglected  that  no  one  article  has  hitherto  been  discovered  hf  the 
importation  of  which  the  mother  country  can  receive  any  degree 
of  return  for  the  cost  of  founding  and  hitherto  maintaining  the 
colony. 

*  This  letter  id  in  the  handwriting  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 

t  Robert  Banks  Jenkinson,  Earl  of  Liverpool,  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  India  Bo*''"- 
He  was  tnibsequentlv  Prime  Minister  of  En^rland  for  fifteen  years,  1812-1827.  . 

t  The  person  to  whom  Banks  here  refers  is  evidently  Oeoiyre  Sutter  (Suttor)  meiitioB«li> 
his  memo,  of  11th  December,  1797.— Ante,  p.  333,  and  post,  pp.  411,  485,  496  and  nole. 


An 
evigiaat. 
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It  is  impossible  to  cozuaexvQ  tiiat  sudi  a  body  of  land,  as  large      n9& 
as  all  Europe,  does  not  produce  vast  rivers,  capable  of  being  navi-     ism^j. 
gated  into  the  heart  of  the  interior ;  or,  if  properly  investigated,       -— 
that  such  a  country,  situate  in  a  most  fruitful  climate,  should  not  results, 
produce  some  native  raw  material  of  importance  to  a  manufacturing 
oountiy  as  England  is. 

Mr.  Mungo  Park, — lately  returned  from  a  journey  in  Africa,  Mango  Park. 
-  where  he  penetrated  farther  into  the  inland  than  any  European 
before  has  done  by  several  hundred  miles,  and  discovered  an  im- 
»eD3e  navigable  river  roiming  weBtward/ which  ofifera  the  means 
of  penetrating  into  the  center  of  that  vast  continent,  exploring 
the  nations  that  inhabit  it,  and  monopolising  their  trade  to  our 
settlement  at  Senegambia,  with  a  smidl  force  and  at  an  expence 
which  must  be  deemed  inconsiderable  when  compared  with  the  object 
to  be  attained, — offers  himself  as  a  volunteer  to  be  employed  in 
exploring  the  interior  of  New  Holland,  by  its  rivers  or  otherwise, 
as  may  in  the  event  be  found  most  e^>edient.* 

His  moral  character  is  unblemished,  his  temper  mild^  and  his  His 
padoioe  inexhaustible.     As  he  has  proved  during  his  African  ^^'^^^'^ 
expedition,  he  is  sufficiently  vers'd  in  astronomy  to  make  and  to  attaiomento. 
calculate  observations,  to  detennine  both  latitude  and  longitude. 
He  knows  geography  enough  to  construct  a  map  of  the  countries 
be  may  visits  draws  a  little,  has  a  competent  knowledge  of  botany 
and  zoology^  and  has  been  educated  in  the  medieal  line. 

He  is  very  moderate  in  his  terms ;  he  will  be  contented  with  10s.  Salary  and 
a  day  and  his  rations,  and  happy  if  his  pay  is  settled  at  1 2s.    The  ^"^p"^^°  * 
amount  of  his  outfit  for  instruments,  arms,  presents.  <ba,  will 
not,  I  think,  exceed  XIOO.     He  will  want  a  decked  vessel  of  about 
30  tons,  under  the  command  of  a  lieutenant,  with  orders  to  follow 
his  advice  in  all  matters  of  exploring.     Such  a  vessel  may  easily 
be  built  in  the  country  if  the  one  already  there,  which  is  found  to 
have  very  bad  qualities  as  a  sea-boat,  cannot  be  made  sufficiently  Lieutenant 
trustworthy ;  and  Lieutenant  Flinders — ^a  countryman  of  mine,  a  ™"'®"- 
man  of  activity  and  information,  who  is  already  there — will,  I  am 
sare,  be  happy  if  he  is  intrusted  with  the  command,  and  will  enter 
into  the  spirit  of  his  orders,  and  agree  perfectly  with  Park. 

The  crew  of  such  a  vessel  need  not,  in  my  opinion,  consist  of  The  crew, 
more  than  ten  men — four  for  boatkeepers,  and  six  to  proceed  in 
the  country  with  one  or  both  the  commanders,  as  may  happen 
when  inland  journies  are  to  be  attempted. 

If  either  or  both  these  projects  are  carried  into  execution,  I  P^j^J 
will  readily  undertake  to  draw  up  instructions  for  all  parties,  and  in  the 
to  correspond  with  them  during  the  execution  of   their  plans,  P«>po«^- 
nnder  the  superintendance  of  your  office ;  such  hopes  have  I  of 
material  discoveries  being  made,  and  such  zeal  do  I  really  feel  for 
the  prosperity  of  a  colony  in  the  founding  of  which  I  bore  a 
considerable  share.  Jos.  Banks. 

*  Uungo  Park  did  not  undertake  this  service.— Pott,  pp.  481  and  note,  485  and  note,  491. 
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1708 
15BIay 


Convict 
sawyers. 


Hoars  ot 
labour. 


Imposing^ 
on  the 
Govern- 
ment. 


New  rules. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

15th  May,  1798. 
Parole — Kamschatka.  Countersign — Otaheite. 

The  shameful  imposition  which  has  been  practised  for  some  time 
past  by  those  sawyers  whose  labour  is  the  property  of  the  Crown, 
and  which  has  been  overlooked  by  those  whose  duty  it  is  at  ail 
times  to  put  a  stop  to  everything  of  that  nature,  renders  it  neoes* 
sary  to  establish  some  regulation  which  cannot  be  misundertood 

It  appears  to  have  been  the  custom  to  do  the  Crovemment  work 
in  the  forepart  of  the  day,  but  if  the  weather  happened  to  be  bad 
during  that  time,  altho'  fair  in  the  afternoon,  no  work  has  been 
done  for  Government,  but  that  time  employed  for  themselves,  and 
for  which  they  have  claimed  payment  as  if  they  had  done  so  much 
beyond  their  Government  task. 

From  this  shameful  practice  it  appears  that  if  the  forenoon  of 
every  day  in  the  week  should  prove  bad  no  work  wou*d  be  done 
by  the  servants  of  the  Crown  as  their  public  duty,  but  all  con- 
sidered as  work  performed  in  what  is  called  their  own  time,  and 
for  which  payment  is  expected.  This  is  so  glaring  a  trick  practis'd 
at  the  expence  of  the  public  that  it  is  no  longer  on  any  account 
to  be  suflTered.  Whatever  the  weekly  task  may  be,  that,  when 
the  weather  will  admit,  is  to  be  the  first  work  performed,  and  all 
that  is  done  over  that  may  be  allowed  for.  The  person  who  has 
the  direction  of  the  work  will  be  the  judge  when  it  can  be  done. 
It  is  perfectly  clear  that  if  no  work  can  be  done  for  Government 
on  account  of  bad  weather,  none  can  be  done  for  private  persons. 

These  regulations,  if  necessary,  may  be  extended  to  field  labour, 
should  any  imposition  of  this  nature  have  crept  in  amongst  the 
public  servants  lent  to  officers  or  settlera  upon  their  farms.* 

Jno.  Hunter. 


19  May 


20  May. 


Cionvict 
labourers 
granted  to 
officers 


Governor  King's  Appointment.! 

19  th  May,  1798. 
Mr.  King,  it  is  finally  arranged,  succeeds  Mr.  Hunter  as  Governor 
of  Botany  Bay.  

Government  and  General  Order. 

20th  May,  1798. 
Parole — York.  Countersign — London. 

The  Governor  having  received  instructions  from  his  Majesty^ 
Secretary  of  State  relative  to  the  number  of  men  hitherto  granted 
to  the  officers,  civil  and  military,  J  and  others  upon  their  fann«,  he 
has  now  to  inform  them  that  two  men  only  are  to  be  considereo 
as  allowed  at  the  expence  of  the  public,  and  that  such  as  tb^ 

•  Ante,  pp.  61,  79,  and  post,  p.  408. 

♦  Reprinted  from  The  Star  of  19th  May,  1793. 
1  Ante,  p.  205. 
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may  have  over  that  number  are  to  be  maintained  and  clothed  at       YM 
the  expence  of  their  employer;  but  as  there  may  be  some  difficulty     20  H«y 
on  many  of  the  farms  in  furnishing  the  requisite  provision  for  such  j^-j;^ 
men  as  they  may  wish  to  employ,  as  well  as  in  providing  eloatbing  of  aMigii«d 
for  them,  the  Grovemor  proposes  that  the  value  of  the  ration  and  *'^^^*°*«- 
cloathing  wliieh  may  be  supplied  from  the  public  store  to  such 
people  be  paid  by  their  employers  in  the  produce  of  the  farm, 
either  grain  or  f  redi  pork.     The  (Governor  desires  a  return  may  be 
made  to  the  Commissary  of  the  natiieB  of  such  men  as  the  different 
offieers  and  others  are  desirous  of  retaining  upon  their  respeofcive 
farms.  Jko.  Hunteic 


GrOVBKNOR  HuNTER  TO   ThB   DuKE   OP   POHTLAKD. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

My  Lord  Duke,  25th  May,  1798.         26M»y. 

After  my  letters  named  in  the  margin'^  were  written  and 
prepared,  in  order  to  be  forwarded  by  the  earliest  conveyance.    The 
ship  Barwell  arrived  (18th  May)  with  male  convicts  and  a  few  The 
stores  for  the  colony.    By  that  slnp  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving 
your  Grocers  dispatch  of  tike  Slst  of  August,  1797. 

I  acknowledge  with  concern^  my  Lord,  the  justice  of  your 
Grace's  remark  relative  to  the  lenity  I  was  induc'd  to  shew  to  the 
turbulent  and  refractory  conduct  of  the  military  ;t  but  I  trusted  ^^^JP"*** 
the  reasons  I  gave  in  my  letter  on  that  subject  would  have  proved  miiitaiy. 
satisfactory  to  your  Grace.    I  stated  that  it  was  my  intention  to 
have  instituted  a  criminal  prosecution  against  the  principal  parties 
ooncemed,  and  not  to  have  tried  them  by  a  Court-martial,  and 
that  I  had  actually  signed  a  warrant  for  the  apprehending  them, 
but  at  the  instance  of  the  officers  of  the  corps,  the  Judge- Advocate, 
and  the  ii^ured  party,  together  with  the  professions  of  contrition  ^^ 
made  by  the  troqpis  as  reported  to  me  by  the  officer  who  delivered  overlooked, 
their  (Afferent  messages,  I  was  prevailed  upon  to  withdraw  the 
varrant,  a  circumstaoee  which  I  had  too  much  reason  afterwards 
to  consider  ill-judged  on  my  part  and  highly  unmerited  on  theirs, 
and  I  have  since  been  convinced  that  the  messages  I  received 
from  them  by  Captn.  McAjrthur  were  of  a  more  moderate  nature 
than  they  had  authorized  him  to  deUver.     The  internal  discipline  ^^^""^ 
of  the  troops  being  a  duty  more  immediately  under  the  direction 
of  their  own  officecs,  I  can  only  assure  your  Grace  that  the  more 
strict  it  is  the  more  satisfac^n  I  shall  receive^  as  it  will  be  the 
means  of  saving  mncdi  trouble  and  anxiety  to  me  in  my  situation 
as  Uie  diiflf  magistrate. 

*  Nos.  ao,  lOtii  Janinry,  ante,  p.  848 ;  31,  15th  ¥\BbniM7,  ante,  p.  309 ;  82,  Sod  abicb, 
nte,  p.  866;  mmI  eepftimta  of  let  Mkrob,  1796,  elite,  p.  868. 

t  The  aQusion  is  to  the  case  of  John  BauKhon.  See  Hunter's  letter  to  Portiand  of 
Mta  KiiMrt,  1»6^  Mite,  p.  H ;  "X*  PbrtJaadli  reply,  Slet  Augi»t»  1797,  ante,  p.  288. 
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1708 

26  May. 

The  expeD< 
dlture. 


Hunter 

disclaims 

liabUiUes 

incurred  by 

prede- 

cesson. 


Expenses 

incurred 

before 

Hunter's 

arriva]. 


Attempts  to 

disparafi^e 

him. 


Vour  Qrace  has  expressed  much  surprize  and  regret  at  the 
expences  of  this  colony  from  June,  1796,  to  the  August  following. 
And  I  can  assure  you,  ray  Lord,  that  I  am  particularly  hurt  when 
any  occasion  appears  to  your  Grace  for  calling  into  question  the 
want  of  oeconomy  in  the  affairs  of  tliis  colony. 

I  did  hope  that  I  had  accounted  in  the  most  clear  and  satisfac- 
tory manner  for  the  various  sums  which  had  been  unavoidably 
drawn  in  my  name,  but  I  am  sorry  to  observe  that  neither  the 
Commissary  s  vouchers  nor  the  manner  in  which  I  have  explained 
them  have  been  sufficient  to  satisfy  your  Grace  of  the  indispensable 
necessities  which  had  occasioned  them. 

Your  Grace  can  scarcely  suppose  me  responsible  for  the  errors 
of  a  system  established  for  the  management  of  this  colony  long 
before  it  fell  to  my  care,  and  which  I  am  concerned  to  have  had 
occasion  to  say  so  much  to  shew  your  Gi'ace  that  to  get  the  better 
of  those  inconveniences  was  not  the  work  of  one  day  or  one  year. 
I  certainly  shall  hold  myself  accountable  for  my  own  conduct ;  but 
to  have  the  errors  or  mistakes  of  others  to  explain  away  is  surely, 
my  Lord,  a  most  mortifying  consideration ;  and  I  am  confident,  if 
your  Grace  had  sufficient  leisure  to  look  minutely  into  my  com- 
plaints, I  should  presently  feel  relieved  from  the  anxiety  whicli 
that  circumstance  alone  has  occasioned  me. 

The  sum  which  your  Grace  has  mentioned  did  not  accumulate, 
nor  was  it  incurred,  between  those  periods.  A  great  part  of  it 
had  been  due  before  my  arrival  in  the  country,  and  under  a 
former  administration  here  ;  neither  had  it  been  consolidated  by 
bills  in  due  time,  but  was  left  to  be  drawn  for  after  my  arrival, 
and  before  I  could  well  know  the  true  state  of  the  colony.  Nor 
was  this  all ;  considerable  part  of  this  sum  was  incurred  on 
account  of  Norfolk  Island,  and  had  been  refused  to  be  consoli- 
dated by  Lieut. -Governor  Grose.  This,  and  a  variety  of  other 
circumstances,  all  tending  to  the  same  effect,  are  within  my 
possession,  and  incontrovertibly  convince  me  that  a  plan  had  been 
previously  concerted  for  bringing  the  odium  of  these  expences 
upon  me.  But  you,  my  Lord,  will  deem  me  answerable  only  for 
my  own  conduct,  and  with  respect  to  the  concerns  of  this  colony, 
which  I  must  again  declare  were  on  my  arrival  in  the  most  per- 
plexed state.  Your  Grace  will  suffer  me  to  assure  you  I  had 
difficulties  and  embarrassments  to  wade  through  which  I  have 
hitherto  been  unwilling  to  particularize,  but  they  are  well  known 
to  many  in  this  colony,  and  it  is  also  well  known  what  scurrilou<« 
abuse,  and  what  infamous  and  cowardly  attempts  have  been  anony- 
mously made  to  asperse  my  character  for  the  steps  I  was  from  time 
to  time  taking  for  the  public  good,  and  in  oider  to  relieve  the 
colony  from  the  confused  condition  in  which  I  found  it. 

These  matters,  my  Lord,  contemptible  and  frivolous  as  they 
must  ever  be  held   by  a   virtuous  and  upright  character,  are 
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nevertheless  irksome  and  vexatious.     Your  Grace  will  be  pleased       1796 
to  understand  that  there  are  at  this  time  two  distinct  interests     js  May. 
in  this  colony — ^that  of  the  public,  and  that  of  the  private  indi-       jj—- 
vidual ;  and  it  is  natural  to  infer  that  those  separate  interests  interwts?^ 
have  constantly  been  in  direct  oposition  to  each  other.   In  pro- 
tecting the  first,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  I  have  generally  found  myself 
alone  ;  to  get  the  better  therefore  of  difficulties  which  stood  in  the 
way  of  that  interest,  I  have  unremittingly  exerted  every  means 
our  embarrassed  circumstances  admitted  of,  and  I  have  pleasure 
in  saying  that  they  are  now  drawing  to  a  close ;  but  I  must  add, 
my  Lord,  to  get  completely  the  better  of  all  those  embarrassm'ts. 
Government  must  lay  an  axe  to  the  root  of  our  commercial  dealings,  oommercUl 
and  order  its  officers  to  attend  less  to  those  private  considerations  ^^^^e- 
which  I  have  often  had  cause  to  observe  are  constant  sources 
of  jealousy  and  discontent  amongst  themselves,  as  well  as  being 
attended  with  much  pain  and  trouble  to  me. 

Your  Lordship  will  here  give  me  leave  to  observe  how  the  vast 
sum  which  your  Grace  has  noticed  appears  to  have  been  incurred 
in  so  short  a  time,  for  in  fact  it  was  not  virtually  so.  It  had 
been  the  custom  in  this  colony,  for  want  of  current  specie,  for 
the  Ck)mmissary  to  issue  in  his  own  name,  on  Government  account, 
notes,  payable  on  demand,  for  all  grain  or  other  articles  taken  Oovemment 
into  the  public  store  from  individuals.  Those  notes  may  continue  °^^^ 
for  any  length  of  time  in  the  hands  of  their  possessor,  or  pass  as 
money  for  their  value  in  the  colony,  and  at  any  convenient  time 
the  holder  may  bring  them  forward  and  receive  a  bill  upon  the 
Lords  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  for  their  amount. 

Considerable  part  of  the  sum  your  Grace  has  mentioned  will,  OutsUnding 
as  I  have  already  observed,  appear  to  have  been  notes  of  this  °®**'' 
description  which  had  laid  dormant  for  a  length  of  time  before 
my  arrival,  consequently  the  propriety  of  such  issue  I  could  not 
be  any  judge  of,  although  it  was  so  managed  as  to  become  my 
duty  to  consolidate  them. 

It  had  been  also  customary  in  this  colony  for  the  notes  or  a  paper 
receipts  for  grain  of  the  very  storekeepers  to  pass  current  for  their  ®™^°*^ 
value.     I  very  early  discovered  the  danger  of  this  custom,  and 
forbid  it  in  the  most  positive  manner  in  Public  Orders  issued  on 
the   15th  June,  1796.*    I  also  considered  it  improper  that  any 
notes  payable   by  Government  should   be  issued  without  the 
Govemor^s  approbation,  and  I  have  ever  since  subscribed  my 
name  to  such  notes,  without  which  none  of  them  are  valid.     This 
had  never  been  the  case  before,  but  I  conceived  that  no  money 
should  be  paid  on  the  public  account  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  commander-in-<;hief .     Whenever  any  number  of  notes  are  to  be  System  of 
drawn  for,  they  are  laid  before  me  as  a  voucher  for  satisfying  me  of  oJJJironient 
the  necessity  of  such  bill,  and  the  notes  are  cancelled.  This  measure  notee. 
I  trust  your  Grace  will  approve,  and  I  hope  you  will  pardon  me, 

*  Ante,  p.  64. 
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my  Jjord,  if  I  exprsvss  a  wish  that  the  expenoes  of  Norfolk  Island 
could  be  held  entirely  separate  from  those  of  this  colony,  and  that 
the  Lieut. -Governor  or  officer  commanding  there  should  be  oon- 
sidered  as  the  fit  person  to  draw  the  requisite  bills,  instead  ol 
giving  drafts  upon  the  Commissary,  which  renders  it  necessarjfor 
bills  being  drawn  for  those  sums  in  the  name  of  the  Governor  faen. 
These,  I  fear,  my  Lord,  are  on  a  slight  examination  too  often  ooih 
founded  vrith  the  expences  of  this  colony,  being  subscribed  by  the 
Governor;  by  such  means  the  officer  comanding  on  that  iahmd 
appears  to  have  created  no  expence,  whilst  the  Groveraor-in-Chief 
is  loaded  with  the  whole  sum  as  if  for  this  colony. 

The  instructions  to  the  Governor,  my  Lord,  have  been  the  sum 
from  the  beginning  ;  had  they  been  from  that  time  as  unilonnlj 
adhered  to,  or  as  little  deviated  from  as  I  hoped  to  have  finind 
them,  I  should  have  discovered  upon  my  arrival  everything  moring 
on  generally  upon  the  same  plan  which  was  at  first  established  upon 
those  instructions,  but  your  Grace  will  have  discovered  from  some 
part  of  my  correspondence  that  this  was  not  the  case,  and  the 
change,  I  found,  was  such  as  required  some  time  to  alter. 

The  colony  has  been  since  my  arrival  greatly  distresasd  for 
stores  of  vaiious  kinds,  and  I  liave  been  unavoidably  driven  in 
some  instances  to  the  necessity  of  purchasing,  if  the  very  libtni 
supplies  which  seem  to  have  been  sent  out  formerly  were  lavidi^ 
used  and  improvidently  exhausted,  I  will  only  ob.serve  that  the  defi- 
ciency was  too  expensive  not  to  be  felt  with  anxiety  and  conoefn, 
as  well  by  myself  as  by  every  person  wishing  well  to  the  ookioj. 

I  have  formerly  mentioned,  my  Lord,  that  the  number  of  iW 
lent  to  officers  was  a  measure  of  Lieut -Governor  Grose's,  and  I 
gave  your  Grace  my  reasons  for  continuing  a  certain  number  o£ 
them,  which  were,  if  I  withdraw  them  the  colony  would  be  with- 
out bread,  because  their  farms  could  not  be  worked  for  want  o£ 
strength.  I  have  now,  agreeable  to  your  Grace's  opinion  and 
directions,  offere<l  to  the  officers  such  niunber  of  men  an  they  cm 
afford  to  maintain  and  the  public  service  can  spare,  exdusive  of 
the  two  which  your  Grace  is  pleased  to  allow  than  at  the  pablic 
expence.*  With  respect  to  myself,  all  that  I  require  is  a  boa*^« 
crew  for  the  public  service,  and  a  few  domesties,  for  X  have  no 
concerns  of  a  private  or  particular  nature  whicdi  require  anf 
partial  indulgence. 

I  will  here  take  an  opportunity  of  pointing  out  to  your  Gnuse 
that  as  there  are  several  offioers  employed  in  fatiguing  extia 
duties,  for  which  no  salary  or  allowance  whatever  is  made^  soch 
as  magistrates,  &c.,  &c.,  I  hope  there  may  be  no  impropriety  in 
rewarding  their  exertions  by  such  additional  assistance  aa  my  he 
thought  adequate  to  their  services. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  that  your  Grace  disapproves  of  my  hafi^f 
chartered  the  Britannia,  t     Your  Graoa'a  hunuuiity  will  no  dooht 


•  Ante,  pp.  295,  ML 


t  Ante,  pp.  896,  2)7. 
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contrive  same  other  means  of  relieving  people  laboring  in  this      VM 
distant  part  of  the  world  under  worn-out  oonstitutions  and  narrow     26  ifer 
drcumstances. 

The  salted  provision  which  your  Grace  has  mentioned  will  nearly 
last  the  time  proposed ;  but  I  beg  to  observe,  my  Lord,  that  the 
quantity  of  live  stook  in  this  colony,  as  will  appear  by  the  enclosed  Live  stock. 
return,*  is  by  no  means  equal  to  the  feeding  the  number  of  people 
in  this  country.  I  fear,  my  Lord,  that  it  is  too  much  the  custom 
to  contrast  Norfolk  Island  with  this  colony.  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  say,  and  to  prove,  that  they  will  not  admit  any  comparison. 
Norfolk  Island,  to  which  I  am  not  a  stranger,  produces  a  food  for  ?^^ 
hogs  which  grows  in  gi'eat  abundance  spontaneously ;  the  people 
there  can  inclose  such  grounds  as  produce  this  kind  of  food,  and 
run  no  risk,  even  without  an  herd,  of  losing  their  stock,  and  were 
they  even  to  stray  they  cannot  get  out  of  the  island ;  when  they 
design  them  for  slaughter  they  shut  them  up  in  styes  and  feed 
them  with  maize. 

In  this  country  we  have  no  food  for  the  sustenance  of  such  The 
stock  but  what  must  be  raised  by  hard  labour  ;  and  the  poverty  JJ^Sff'^  ^ 
of  the  settlers,  who  are  deprived  an  opportunity  of  getting  what  Hve  stock, 
tiiey  want   at  a  moderate  price,  ia  such  they  cannot  hire  the 
requisite  labourers ;  they  cannot  let  their  hogs  run  loose  because 
they  will  inevitably  lose  them  in  the  woods.     But  after  all  these 
difficulties,  my  Lord,  I  will  venture  to  assert  that  there  are  more 
people  fed  wholly  on  swine's  flesh  in  this  settlement  than  twice 
the  number  contained  on  Norfolk  Island,  exclusive  of  strangers,  New  south 
who  live  chiefly  on  fresh  food  whilst  here,  at  an  exorbitant  price,  ^orSik"** 
which  naturally  inclines  those  to  whom  it  belongs  to  prefer  that  island, 
kind  of  market  instead  of  bringing  it  to  the  public  stores  at  a  loss. 
But  your  Grace  may  probably  not  have  adverted  to  one-third  of 
the  numbers  in  this  colony;  being  people  independant  of  the  public 
store,  they  consume  the  whole  of  the  fresh  provision  which  is  at 
present  raised.    If,  therefore,  we  are  left  without  the  necessary 
supplies  of  salt  provisions,  the  whole  live  stock  of  the  colony  would  The  meat 
be  destroyed  in  twelve  months,  and  the  colony  thrown  back  some  ""^p^' 
years.    Were  it  possible  to  have  removed  from  the  colony  the  con- 
victs whose  term  of  transportation  might  be  expired,  the  quantity 
of  swine's  flesh  raised  here  would  then  make  some  figure  in  feeding 
the  colony,  but  it  requires  the  whole  or  the  greatest  part  to  feed 
the  free  people ;  whenever  there  is  a  surplus  the  store  is  opened 
for  its  reception,  and  the  salted  provisions  saved. 

After  what  your  Grace  may  have  already  understood  relative  f^^}^ 
to  Norfolk  Island,  I  am  not  desirous  of  saying  anything  further 
upon  'die  subject,  nor  will  I  press  my  opinions  more  than  I  have 
done  in  former  letters ;  suffice  it,  my  Lord,  to  observe  that  the 

*  The  enclosura  is  missing.    A  return  of  live  stock,  dated  3Ut  December,  1707,  will  be 
fooad  on  p.  841,  ante. 
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extent  of  this  island  appears  to  be  forgotten  in  the  advantage  oJ 
its  feeding  a  certain  number  of  swine.     I  am  inclined,  however 
to  believe  that  such  will  be  the  principal  or  only  object,  and  thai 
as  often  as  we  have  opportunity  the  inhabitants  will  require 
be  supplied  with  bread  from  hence,  whereas  we  shall  not,  I  trust— 
bo  necessitated  to  have  recourse  there  for  anything,  unless  the; 
can  supply  a  little  salted  ix)rk,  which,  had  they  materials,  such 
proper  salt-pans,  saltpetre,  and  coarse  sugar,  I  am  of  opinion  the; 
could. 

With  respect  to  the  employment  of  the  young  male  convicts,  l^M 

have  ever  made  it  an  invariable  rule  to  place  all  of  that  descrip 

tion  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  superintendant  of  som^^ 
artificer's  gang,  in  order  that  they  be  rendered  useful  mechanics  ii  ^ 
time,  and  the  country  of  course  benefitted  by  their  labors. 

The  assortment  of  stores  sent  in  this  ship*  has  afforded  m^^ 
some  pleasure,  as  the  settlers  will  be  thereby  enabled  to  recei?^^ 
the  necessary  tools  at  a  moderate  expence. 

It  has  also  given  me  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  find  that  youi* 
Grace  has  sent  out  a  professional  gentleman  of  the  law  in  tho 
capacity  of  Deputy  Judge- Advocate  to  this  settlement.  Such 
a  character  was  highly  essential  to  the  interests  of  this  colony, 
and,  independant  of  my  personal  regard  for  Mr.  Dore,  I  have,  in 
honor  to  your  Grace's  recommendation,  apointed  him  my  secretary, 
and  he  will  in  future  have  the  regulation  and  direction  of  my 
dispatches  to  your  Grace. 

I  have  already  explained  to  your  Grace  in  another  letter  the 
cause  of  the  high  price  of  grain.     Should  my  idea  of  a  public 
storet  on  the  part  of  Government,  upon  an  extensive  plan,  for  the 
retail  sale  of  the  various  articles  of  comfort  and  convenience,  be 
adopted,  the  price  of  grain  must  immediately  fall,  and  in  the  end 
operate  as  an  encouragement  to  industry ;  but  without  some  such 
measure  the  settlers  cannot  live,  and  far  less  provide  for  a  family. 
The  speculators  who  call  here,  and  the  ruinous  traffic  which  is 
carried  on  through  those  monopolies,  which  are  made  in  opposition 
to  my  repeated  orders  and  endeavours  to  prevent,  will,  beyond  a 
doubt,  without  the  interference  of  Government,  keep  the  settlers, 
J:c.,  in  a  continual  state  of  beggary,  and  retard  the  progressive 
improvement  of  the  colony. 

The  artificers  which  have  arrived  in  the  Barwell  will  enable  me 
to  discharge  from  wages  those  whom  I  had  been  obliged  to  hire 
for  completing  the  granaries,  storehouses,  and  barns  which  I  have 
had  occasion  to  erect. 

From  the  long  continuance  of  the  war,  I  have  judged  it  requisite^ 
as  far  as  our  small  force  could  admit,  to  erect  a  few  redoubts  for 
a  battery.  I  therefore  feel  myself  much  in  want  of  the  assistance 
of  an  engineer,  and  also  of  small  arms,  with  flints,  balls,  and  other 


•  The  BarweU. 
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amanidon,  for  famishing  the  inhabitants  with  proper  means  of      1798 
defence.     I  understand  it  was  the  intention  of  Government  to     ssicay. 
appoint  an  engineer,  and  that  Lieutenant  Dawes,*  then  of  the       — 
marines,  was  the  gentleman  proposed  on  the  occasion.     If  Mr.  Dawes. 
Dawes  could  bo  found,  I  shall  be  happy  to  have  his  assistance  as 
an  engineer,  conceiving  him  to  be  eminently  quaJitied ;   and  your 
Grace  may  be  satisfied,  fi^om  the  very  extensive  improvements  in 
this  colony,  if  such  an  appointment  was  deemed  expedient  in  the 
early  establishment  of  it,  how  far  more  necessary  must  it  now  be 
to  ^ke  place.  I  have,  &c.y 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Transport  Commissioners  to  Under  Secretary  King. 
Sir,  Transport  Office,  28th  May,  1798.         28  May. 

We  transmit  to  you  inclosed,  for  the  information  of  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  copies  of  several  papers  detailing  the 
circumstances  which  attended  the  seizure  of  the  ship  Lady  Shore,  Seizure  of 
on  her  voyage  to  New  South  Wales,  by  part  of  the  soldiers  embarked  ghore!^^ 
on  board  her,  belonging  to  the  New  South  Wales  Corps. 

We  are,  «fec., 

EuPT.  George. 
Ambrose  Serle. 
John  Marsh. 

[Enclosure.] 

Mr.  Simon  Murchison  to  Mr.  James  Duncan. 
Sir,  Dartmouth,  22nd  May,  1798. 

I  arrived  here  on  the  17th  instant,  and  have  ever  since  The  leoond 
been  in  expectation  of  going  to  London,  but  I  now  find  it  will  be  fonmnifl  an 
impossible  for  two  or  three  days ;  therefore  I  forward  to  you  the  J?'**^!i**'. 
sketch,  which  we  drew  out  at  Rio  Grande,  of  the  capture  of  the    *  ™ 
ship  Lady  Shore,  and  a  certificate  from  the  Frenchmen,  which  is 
all  the  papers  I  have  concerning  her.    Mr.  Black  has  all  the  restf 
I  left  all  those  who  were  turned  into  the  longboat  at   Rio 
Janeiro. 

The  captain  of  the  whaler  that  I  went  to  the  Cape  in  would  only 
take  me,  nor  did  I  know  myself  where  he  intended  to  carry  me, 
ouly  he  told  me  he  would  put  me  in  a  way  to  get  home.  When  we 
got  to  sea  he  told  me  he  was  going  to  the  Cape,  where  I  took  the 
first  opportunity  of  coming  home  in  the  Hare,  brig.  You  may 
expect  me  in  town  in  the  course  of  the  week. 

I  am,  (&c., 

Simon  Murchison, 
Late  2nd  officer  of  the  Lady  Shore. 

•  Ante,  IX  55.  t  A  lengthy  account  was  fon»'arcled  by  Mr.  Black,  purser  of  the  Lady 

Sbore,  to  his  father,  by  whom  it  was  published  in  England.    See  also  pp.  418, 414, 415,  post. 
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[EiKclotiire.] 

Mutiny  on  the  Lady  Shore. 

About  \  past  4  a.m.  on  the  Ist  of  August  we  were  alarmed  bj 
the  tiring  of  musquets,  the  cries  of  murder,  <kc.,  and,  to  oar  greit 
surprise,  found  that  the  vessel  had  been  seized  by  the  Frendi  a&d 
Irish  soldiers  united.  *  Mr.  Lambert,  the  chief  officer,  who  had  the 
watch  upon  deck,  and  who  saw  the  men  loading  their  musqnets 
and  making  other  preparations,  very  imprudently,  instead  d 
alarming  the  captain  and  officers,  went  into  his  own  cabin  and 
loaded  his  pistols,  which  the  mutineers  immediately  took  advan- 
tage of  by  surrounding  the  doors  and  windows.  He,  seeing  this; 
fired  his  pistols ;  the  ball  of  one  of  them  entered  the  breast  of 
one  of  the  mutineers,  Delahay,  who  immediately  fell.  SeTeral 
musquets  were  then  fired  into  bis  cabin  thro'  the  windows,  and 
they  immediately  charged  upon  him  with  their  bayonets.  He 
was  wounded  in  several  places,  but  burst  open  his  own  door  and 
ran  into  the  cabin  of  Mr.  Black,  purser,  which  was  close  adjoining 
to  that  of  the  ca[)tain  and  had  a  communication  with  the  ronnd- 
house. 

They  endeavoured  to  burst  open  that  door  to  get  into  the 
captain's  state-room.     While  attempting  to  do  this,  Mr.  Lambeit 
received  another  shot  in  his  back,  and  the  men  on  the  quarter-dedc 
continued  to  fire  into  the  purser's  cabin.     Finding  it  impossible  to 
enter  the  round-houso  this  way  (the  key  being  on  the  opposite 
side),  Mr.  B.  ripped  open  the  lashing  of  the  canvas  screen  whicl* 
divided  his  cabin  from  the  cuddy,  through  which  aperture  M^- 
Lambert  immediately  went,  and  received  another  wound  from  th® 
centry  at  the  cabin  door.     The  captain,  just  at  the  same  time,  r*^ 
out  from  his  cabin,  and  at  the  door  of  the  cuddy  received  a  woiix*^ 
just  below  the  heart  with  a  bayonet,  and  fell,  but,  immediatel/^ 
recovering  himself,  he  sprung  towards  the  after  hatchway,  doW^ 
which  he  fell,  and  in  his  fall  received  a  wound  in  the  neck.    ^ 
musquet  was  fired  at  liim  after  his  descent,  but  without  ta!km0 
effect.     The  noise  of  his  fall  awoke  Mr.  Minchin,  commanding 
officer  of  the  detachment,  who  called  out  to  know  what  was  th^ 
matter,  and  was  answered  by  Captain  Wilcocks,  in  a  faint  roic^^ 
that  he  was  wounded,  and  that  his  men  had  seized  the  ship.    Tfc^ 
hatches  were  now  laid  on  fore  and  aft.     Mr.  Lambert,  npon  enter^ 
ing  the  captain's  cabin  and  finding  him  gone,  ran  to  the  window^ 
abaft  and  called  out  to  Mr.  Minchin  that  his  men  were  murdering 
the  officei's.     One  of  the  mutineers,  who  had  undertaken  to  di*-' 
patch  him,  entered  the  cabin  and  shot  him  ;  he  groaned  for  a  fe^ 
minutes  and  expired.     On  attempting  to  get  upon  deck  wo  ionn^ 
that  four  of  the  mutineers  were  placed  with  fixed  bayonets  at  th^ 
after  hatchway,  and  one  at  each  of  the  officers'  cabins  upon  deck- 
Several  were  parading  the  quarter-deck,  and  others  were  emplojed 
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in  pointing  two  of  the  great  gana  down  the  after  hatchway,  and      1796 
two  others  pcnnted  at  the  roand-hoase.    Mr.  Minchin  was  ordered     ss  M»y. 
(throng  the  interpretation  of  Mi^or  Semple*)  to  give  up  his 
sword  and  pistols,  and  to  order  the  soldiers  to  deliver  up  their 
arras,  wfaieh  was  immediately  donei     They  also  demanded  all  arms  Armg 
from  the  officers,  and  informed  all  who  were  between  decks  that  ■^"•°<^«'^ 
if  any  person  attempted  to  make  the  least  resistance  a  general  mntineen. 
massacre  would  take  place.     And  indeed  we  saw  that  all  resistance 
would  be  in  rain,  as  both  the  petty  officers  and  seamen  seemed 
onited  with  the  mutineers,  altho'  they  took  no  active  part  in  the 
af&ay.     On  the  captain's  getting  into  the  great  cabin  he  called  out 
to  give  up  the  ship,  which  Lieut't  Minchin  repeated  several  times  A  general 
at  the  cabin  door,  upon  which  the  mutineers  gave  three  cheers.  "'*"®°<*®*'- 
The  surgeon,  upon  examining  the  wounds  of  Capt'n  Wiicocks, 
entertained  great  hopes  that  they  were  not  mortal ;  but  immedi- 
ately pronounced  the  man  who  had  been  wounded  by  Mr.  Lambert 
a  dead  man.      We  were  all  ordered  to  remain- in  the  great  cabin, 
at  the  door  of  which  were  placed  two  centries — vizt.,  one  inside 
and  the  other  on  the  outside — to  prevent  any  communication 
between  us  and  the  soldiers,  who  were  amidships,  but  were  divided 
from  the  steerage  by  a  grating.      The  lattices  of  the  door  were 
always  open.     About  4  in  the  afternoon  of  the  2nd  Delahay  died. 
Captain  Wiicocks  was  at  this  time  much  better,  and  we  enter- 
tained great  hopes  of  his  recovery,  but  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
evening  he  became  very  restless.      About  midnight  his  strength  Death  of  the 
was  quito  exhausted,  and  he  expired  about  4  in  the  morning  "^p***"- 
without  a  groan. 

The  mutineers  informed  us  that  they  intended  to  bury  the  body 
c!  their  comrade  at  8  a.m.,  and  desired  that  we  would  also  bury 
the  body  of  Capt'n  Wiicocks  as  soon  cus  possible,  at  the  same  time 
informing  us  that  we  might  pay  any  honors  we  tlieught  proper  to 
the  corpse  of  our  late  commander.  This,  however,  we  declined, 
uid  about  noon  committed  his  body  to  the  deep  with  the  usual  His  burial, 
ceremony,  at  which  all  the  officers  attended,  and  also  two  of  the 
nngleaders  under  arms  with  their  pistols  cocked  in  their  hands. 
They,  this  morning,  ordered  us  all  upon  deck,  where  we  found  the 
nu^neers  drawn  up  under  arms  on  each  side  of  the  quarter-deck 
ftnd  the  seamen  in  the  center.  One  of  the  ringleaders,  with  Major 
Sample  as  interpreter,  mounted  the  arm-chest  and  read  aloud  some 
rules  whidi  they  desired  we  would  follow  under  pain  of  death,  J^iJJ,^^'^® 
assuring  the  seamen  that  they  should  receive  a  gratuity  according 
to  their  behaviour  on  their  arrival  at  Rio  de  la  Plata,  to  which 
I^aee  they  now  informed  us  t^at  they  intended  to  take  the  ship, 
promising  that  they  would  put  the  officers  and  such  of  the  soldiers 
as  they  were  afraid  of  into  the  boats  as  soon  as  they  had  passed 
the  latitude  of  Rio  Janeiro.  They  then  informed  the  sailors  that 
they  appointed  a  man  of  the  name  of  Dubois  [alias  Beliz]  their 

*  Ante,  pp.  SOS  (note),  S66  and  note. 
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captain,  and  Tiiomeo  [alias  Thierry]  their  lieutenant ;  that  if  an; 
of  them  were  seen  conversing  with  any  of  the  ci-iievatU  officers  tb 
guard  bad  orders  immediately  to  shoot  both  |)arties.  Tbey 
this  day  gave  us  canvas  to  make  sails  for  the  long-boat,  which  w< 
were  obliged  to  do  in  the  cabin,  and  permitted  two  of  us  to 
upon  deck  at  a  time  for  the  purpose  of  getting  her  rigging,  ^, 
fitted  and  ready  for  sea,  in  doing  which  the  sailors  would  no^ 
give  the  least  assistance,  but  seemed  to  obey  all  the  orders  giveix. 
by  the  ringleaders  of  the  mutiny  with  much  more  alacrity  ikam 
they  formerly  did  those  of  the  captain  and  officers.  The  carpenter-' 
had  charge  of  the  sails,  <Src.,  in  one  watch,  and  the  boatswain  in  tho 
other.  One  of  the  seamen  (George  Davis)  was  appointed  boatswain. 
The  mutineers  never  slept  but  in  their  cloathes  upon  deck,  witk. 
their  arms  by  their  side. 

On  Saturday,  the  5th,  they  made  a  requisition  to  the  officers  oC 
cloathes  of  all  kinds  to  cloathe  the  mutineers  with ;  and  we  hadL 
the  mortification,  on  the  following  day,  to  see  them  all  dressed  in. 
our  cloathes. 

On  Sunday  afternoon.  Ensign  Prater,  of  the  New  So.  Wale* 
Corps,    having  said  to  one  of  the  seamen  that  it  would  be  am 
easy  matter  to  retake  the  ship  if  the  seamen  were  unanimous,  h» 
immediately  reported  it  to  the  mutineers.    Thomeo  [alias  Thierry) 
then  came  down  into  the  great  cabin,  with  four  of  the  men  armed, 
and  carried  Mr.  Prater  upon  deck,  informing  us  that  they  would 
immediately  hang  him.      He,   however,   returned  in  about  ten 
minutes  in  irons,  and  an  additional  guard  was  placed  in  the  cabiOy 
which  continued  there  all  the  time  we  remained  in  the  ship.    They 
had  told  Mr.  Prater  that  he  should  be  tried  by  the  council  in  the 
morning  (the  council  consisted  of  the  six  ringleaders,  and  sat  every 
evening  at  6  o'clock),  and  if  found  guilty  should  be  hanged.    Tlieyj 
however,  I'eleased  him  out  of  irons  at  daylight,  but  ordered  him 
not  to  appear  upon  deck  again ;  and  repeated  their  threat  to  shoot 
any  officer  who  should  l>e  seen   speaking  to  either  soldiers  or 
sailors. 

Nothing  material  occurred  until  Saturday,  the  12th  instant 
when  they  informed  us  that  they  intended  to  send  us  away  on  the 
following  day.     It  was  now  blowing  hard  from  the  N.E'd,  as  it 
had  done  for  some  days.     One  of  the  soldiers  fell  overboard  and 
was  drowned,  without  their  attempting  to  save  him,  notwitb- 
stand'g  that  he  was  seen  swimming  for  some  time.    In  the  evening 
of  this  day,  about  7  o'clock,  the  ship  was  taken  aback,  and  getting 
stem  way,  a  high  sea  ixK)ped  her,  stove  in  all  the  great  cabin 
windows,  and  washed  those  who  were  sitting  in  the  cabin  forwaid 
to  the  cabin  door,  which  was  also  burst  open  by  the  sea.     Got 
trunks,  beds^  &c.,  were  all  floating  about.     Two  or  three  of  ns 
attempted  to  go  upon  deck  to  get  assistance,  but  found  several 
musquets  presented  at  us  down  the  after  hatchway,  and  the  oentiy. 
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who  was  in  the  cabin  at  the  time,  was  obliged  to  go  upon  deck  to      1796 
explain  the  matter  before  we  were  allowed  to  move.     Our  situation     sg  ^^^y^ 
now  appeared  dreadful ;  up  to  our  knees  in  water,  all  the  cabin       — 
windows  stove  completely  in,  the  ship  appearing  to  settle  fast  by  flooded, 
the  stem,  and  had  another  sea  broke  over  her  we  must  inevitably 
have  all  perished.     The  tiller  was  flying  from  one  side  to  the  other, 
the  man  at  the  helm  being  alarmed,  not  knowing  what  to  do,  and 
no  person  to  command  him.     Not  a  word  that  was  said  upon  deck 
could  be  understood,  for  the  great  confusion  of  tongues,  some  nJ^"*' 
calling  out  in  French,  others  in  German,  and  others  in  English, 
that  the  ship  was  going  down.     None  of  them  semed  to  know 
what  to  do.     Our  first  consideration  was  to  get  up  the  dead-lights, 
which,  by  the  assistance  of  two  seamen,  we  fortunately  accomplished 
in  time,  for  immediately  afterwards  two  very  heavy  seas  struck  her 
stem,  and  must  have  sent  her  to  the  bottom  had  they  not  been 
in.    We  got  some  buckets  between  decks,  and  baled  the  water  out 
as  fast  as  we  could,  as  the  pumps  which  were  upon  the  upper  deck 
were  not  cleared  for  above  an  hour.     They,  however,  informed  us 
that  there  were  but  eighteen  inches  water  in  the  ship,  it  not  having 
yet  found  its  way  to  the  pumps,  owing  to  the  ship's  being  so  much 
by  the  stem. 

On  Monday  morning  they  brought  us  some  certificates  to  sign.  Cortiflcates. 
One,  that  we  would  none  of  us  serve  against  the  French  and  their 
allies  for  a  year  and  a  day ;  another,  that  we  had  surrendered 
the  ship  to  them  in  the  name  of  the  French  Republic ;  and  others, 
that  the  surgeon,  carpenter,  boatswain,  seamen,  <&c.,  had  been 
detained  by  them  contrary  to  their  inclination,  to  navigate  the 
ship.  We  at  first  objected  to  signing  these  certificates,  particularly  signed  at 
to  the  carpenter,  boatswain,  cooper,  and  several  of  the  seamen,  as  ^|  E^}"  uet. 
from  their  conduct  we  had  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  were 
previously  acquainted  with  the  design  of  seizing  the  ship.  But 
they  insisted  upon  our  signing  them,  and  we  also  reflected  that 
such  certificates,  compelled  to  be  signed  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet 
and  muzzle  of  a  musket,  could  avail  but  little  hereafter.  They 
also  gave  us  a  certificate  that  they  had  not  been  induced  to  the 
measures  they  had  taken  in  consequence  of  any  ill-treatment  they 
bad  received  from  the  captain  and  officers,  but  on  account  of  their 
having  been  trepanned  into  the  service  by  Colonel  Grose.  They  Caiwe  of  the 
assured  us  that  they  were  extremely  sorry  for  the  death  of  Capt'n  °*"  "^' 
Wiloocks  ;  that  it  was  not  intentional ;  but  that  the  death  of  the 
chief  mate  was  determined  on.  They  informed  us  that  they  would 
send  us  away  on  the  following  day  in  the  long-boat  with  thirty- 
two  people,  and  that  we  should  have  a  cask  of  porter  and  as  much 
of  every  other  kind  of  provision  as  we  wanted.  The  sea  was  still 
nmning  very  high,  altho'  the  wind  had  fallen.  On  the  following 
<^y  (Tuesday)  we  had  a  fine  breeze  from  the  northward,  and  smooth 
^ater;  had  soundings  about  forty-five  fathoms.     At  noon  they 
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informed  us  that  they  observed  in  34"^  So.  About  1  p.m.  thejr 
hoisted  out  the  boat  and  got  her  rigged,  put  into  her  three  small  casks 
of  water,  containing  about  ninety  gallons,  and  &>ur  bags  of  bread 
This  they  informed  us  was  as  much  provision  as  was  neoeasiiy, 
and,  notwithstatiding  their  former  promises,  this  was  all  we  oonid 
obtain  from  them.  The  steward  was,  however,  fortunate  enoogii 
to  evade  the  search  in  the  confusion,  and  hove  into  the  boat  two 
cheeses,  two  hams,  some  pieces  of  beef  which  he  had  got  boiled  lor 
the  purpose,  and  a  small  keg  containing  about  five  gallons  of  mm. 

They  would  give  us  no  compass,  and  it  was  with  a  great  deal 
of  intreaty  that  we  obtained  a  quadrant.  Had  not  Mr.  Drununond 
had  a  small  pocket-compass  fortunately  in  his  possession,  we  sboold 
not  have  known  what  to  have  done  with  the  boat.  About  half-psst 
6,  having  put  twenty-nine  persons,  including  men,  women,  and 
children,  into  the  boat,  with  a  few  of  our  cloaths,  we  putofTfrasB 
alongside,  and  aft^r  properly  stowing  the  boat  we  made  sail  to 
the  n  Vd,  intending,  if  possible,  to  get  into  Rio  Grande.  We  lost 
sight  of  the  ship  about  8  o'clock,  it  being  now  dark.  We  caniMi 
here  omit  mentioning  how  much  poor  Mr.  Fyfe,  the  sui^geon, 
seemed  affected  at  parting. 

After  experiencing  almost  continual  bad  weather,  with  heavy 
thunder,  lightning,  and  rain,  and  having  been  in  imminent  danger, 
being  surrounded  with  breakers,  we  were  obliged  to  lighten  the 
boat  by  throwing  over  some  of  our  baggage  and  provisions,  bat 
fortunately  got  into  Port  St.  Pedro*  about  4  o'clock  on  the  17tli, 
having  been  in  the  boat  only  about  forty-six  hours. 

We  were  hospitably  received  by  the  Governor,  and  were  pro- 
mised a  passage  to  Rio  Janeiro  in  the  first  ship  that  sailed    We 
also  obtained  the  Governor's  permission  to  sell  the  long-boat  here 
for  the  benefit  of  the  officers  of  the  ship,  who,  having  not  only  lost 
their  cloathes  but  some  property  in  the  ship,  thon^t  themselTW 
more  entitled  to  the  produce  of  the  boat  than  the  officers  and  soldiers 
who  accompanied  them,  as  their  losses  had  been  very  trivial,  and 
they  had  it  in  their  power  to  draw  upon  Government  for  cash  to 
pay  their  expences  home,  which 'we,  as  private  men,  could  not  do. 
But,  however,   as  Mr.   Minchin,   the  commanding  officer  of  the 
troops,  seems  to  think  that  they  are  entitled  to  the  boat  as  mndi 
as  ourselves,  we  have  entered  into  an  agreement  to  reserve  the 
produce  of  the  boat  until  our  arrival  at  Rio  Janeiro,  or  at  some 
place  where  we  can  find  an  English  officer  who  will  be  able  to 
decide  upon  the  justness  of  the  claim.     We  must  also  remark  here 
that  Mr.  Minchin  has  money  of  his  own,  which  the  Frenchmen  did 
not  take  from  him,  to  our  certain  knowledge  above  thirty  poonds. 
On  our  leaving  the  ship  the  Frenchmen  gave  us  a  paper,  making 
over  the  boat  to  Messrs.  Drummond,  Black,  and  Major  Sempie^ 

*  Now  generally  knOMn  as  Rio  Grande,  situated  on  the  coast  of  Bnudl,  at  tbe 
extremity  of  Lake  Pato6. 
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who  accompanied  U8  in  the  boat ;  hat  this  gift  from  pirates  cannot  1796 
be  considered  as  a  legal  one.  Time  will  not  permit  us  to  say  more  *28lii^. 
at  present,  but  a  faller  account  may  be  expected  hei-eafter.  We, 
the  undersigned,  however,  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true 
account  of  the  principal  tran!»ctions  after  seizing  the  ship,*  which 
happened  about  150  leagues  to  the  N.-E'd  of  Cape  Frio,  and  we 
were  about  as  far  from  Cape  St.  Mary  when  we  left  the  ship  in 
the  boat  on  the  evening  of  the  15th  instant. 

SiMOX  MuRCiiisox,  2nd  oflBcer. 
Gerrard  Drummond,  3rcl  do. 
John  Black,  purser. 
P.S. — We  have  forgot  in  the  haste  of  drawing  up  the  foregoing  to  Cause  of  the 
state  that  we  are  fully  of  opinion  the  vessel  never  could  have  been  °*"    ^* 
seized  had  not  those  men  (who  were  sent  on  board  in  irons  and 
with  a  strong  guard)  been  allowed  to  keep  constantly  in  their 
possession  both  firearms  and  ammunition,  against  which  Captn. 
Willcocks   remonstrated  previous  to  leaving  Torbay,   and   was 
answered  by  Colonel  Grose  "  that  it  was  perfectly  proper." 

J.B.,  G.D.,  S.M. 
[Enolosnre.] 
Liberte.  Egalite. 

Republique  Fran9oise. 
Nous,  sonssign^  attestons  que  Monsr.  le  Lt.-Colonel  Grose  est,  statement 
par  la  fraude,  la  force,  et  les  mauvais  traitemens,  joint  k  notre  J^jif^ere 
R^publicaniBme  le  plus  pure,  sont  la  cause  efiiciente  de  la  prise  du 
navire  de  la  Lady  Shore  ;  que  toutes  les  voies  de  fait  qui  ont  ^t^ 
commises  ne  Font  ^te  que  pour  satisfaire  a  la  vengeance  des  bons 
R^publicains  Francois  qui  ont  ^t6  v^xes  et  opprim^  par  le  poids 
de  la  m^hancet^  appui  du  cr^lit  des  grands. 

Fait  k  bord  de  la  Lady  Shore  prise,  le  2  Aoust,  Tan  1797,  Tan 
5me  de  la  Republique  Fran^oise,  une  et  indivisible. 

W.  G.  Thierry,  lieut  k  bord  de  la  prise. 
Deliz,  capitaine  de  la  prise. 

Par  expedition, 

Le  Maillot  de  Provencher, 

Secretaire  a  bord  de  la  prise,  t 

^  Th«  Rev.  Wm.  Qr^rory,  in  his  "  Journal  of  a  Captured  Missionary,"  p.  104,  states  Uiat 
tbm  Lady  Shore  was  sold,  as  she  lay  dismantled  in  Monte  Video  Harbour,  for  forty  thousand 
doUftn; 

t  [Translatum.] 
Liber^.  Equality. 

The  French  Republic. 
We,  tlie  underaizned,  attest  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Grose  is,  through  fraud,  force,  and  Colonel 
Ql-treaiiBent,  togettier  with  our  purest  Kepublioaaism,  the  material  oaose  of  the  capture  of  Orose 
the  reMd  the  Laidy  Shore ;  that  the  acts  of  violence  which  were  conuuitted  were  only  so  impugned. 
cwauiitted  in  order  to  satisfy  tlie  vengeance  of  the  good  French  Republioans,  who  had  been 
vexed  and  oppressed  by  the  wickedness  which  supports  the  power  of  grandees. 

Subscribea  on  board  the  captured  Lady  Shore,  on  the  2nd  August,  in  the  year  1797,  and 
the  flfth  year  of  the  French  Ilspublic,  one  and  individble. 

W.  Q.  ToiBRRT,  lieut.  on  board  the  captured  vessel. 
0BLII,  captein  of  the  captured  vesseL  Engrossed  by 

Li  Maillot  dm  PRovKsicniB, 
Seeretao'  on  board  the  ca^itared 
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Government  and  General  Order. 

Ist  Jane,  1798. 
Parole — Harwich.  Countersign — Oxford. 

In  addition  to  the  Order  of  the  20th,  relative  to  the  number  of 
servants  whom  the  officers,  &c.,  may  be  desirous  of  retaining  in 
their  service  upon  the  terms  therein  mentioned,  the  Governor 
desires  to  inform  that  he  wishes  to  have  their  respective  lists  sent 
to  the  Commissary's  office  by  the  20th  instant. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Governor  Hunter  to  Under  Secretary  Kino. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

My  Dear  Sir,*  4th  June,  179a 

The  vast  multitude  and  variety  of  circumstances  which  con- 
tinually occur  in  this  Government  to  occasion  letters  to  the  Duke 
of  Portland  of  much  greater  length  than  it  is  either  pleasing 
or  convenient  to  me  to  write  or  to  trouble  his  Grace  with,  have 
given  me  more  uneasiness  than  all  my  other  fatigues.  I  trust, 
however,  that,  after  what  I  have  already  had  occasion  to  say,  some 
steps  will  be  taken  for  relieving  some  of  those  anxietys,  and  for 
giving  me  less  occasion  to  dwell  so  frequently  upon  them. 
His  motives.  An  anxious  desire  for  the  prosperity  of  this  colony,  at  the 
planting  of  which  I  was  present,  and  had  some  share  in,  does 
sometimes  occasion  my  saying  more  than  may  be  pleasing ;  but  I 
shou'd  feel  myself  diffident  in  a  due  attention  to  the  public  service 
were  I  to  be  perfectly  silent  upon  such  subjects. 

You  will  see,  my  dear  sir  (and  you  will  probably  not  thank  me 
for  it),  that,  unwilling  to  be  more  circumstantial  with  liis  Grace 
than  may  be  absolutely  necessary,  I  now  and  then  take  the  liberty 
of  insinuating  to  you  in  a  private  letter  what  I  trust,  when  you 
find  it  convenient,  you  will  be  at  the  trouble  to  mention.    You 
will  discover   in  my  letter  to  his  Grace,  No.  30,  t  a  variety  of 
matters  mentioned,  and  which,  I  must  assure  you,  require  to  be 
notic'd.     The  distresses  of  the  settlers  both  here  and  at  Norfolk 
Island  are  circumstances  which  I  am  hopefuU  Government  wiU 
take  into  their  consideration.     You  will   observe  from  whence 
they  proceed  and  my  plan  for  relieving  them,|  and  you  will  abo 
discover  that  a  considerable  saving  may  be  made  in  the  expence 
of  maintaining  the  convicts  by  the  adoption  of  some  such  idea. 
Government   in  a  business  of  this  nature  could  have  no  com- 
petitor, because  it  will  be  satisfied  with  very  small  advantageSi 
and  will  accept  of  payment  in  the  immediate  produce  of  labour. 

*  A  private  letter.  f  Ante,  p.  343. 

t  The  plan  Hunter  proposed  for  relieving  the  settlers  from  the  extortionate  ^iMMt  fli 
monopolists  was  the  establishment  of  a  public  store  at  Sydney,  and  a  branch  thereof  mNct- 
folic  Island,  in  which  clothing,  tools,  and  provisions  of  every  kind  could  be  purrhascd 
Government  at  a  slight  advance  on  cost  price,  to  cover  freight,  insurance,  and  tlw  i 
keepers'  salaries.— Ante,  pp.  219,  344,  390. 
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Tills  will  be  a  strong  stimulus  to  industry,  because  the  more  a      1798 

man  labors  the  more  of  those  comforts  which  he  is  desirous  of     4june. 

having  he  will  be  able  to  afford  himself ;  and  such  comforts  being       j — : 

at  hand  will  be  an  additional  spur  to  his  exertions.     Allow  me  to  indtutry. 

here  to  observe  that  in  our  situation  last  harvest,  when  the  whole 

colony  were  engaged  in  securing  their  crops,  I  was  truly  concerned 

to  observe  that  private  persons  who  had  farms  cou'd  afford  that 

encouragement  to  their  laborers  which  surely  Government  ought 

not  to  keep  back.     I  mean  that  they  indulge  their  people  working  induijcencea 

in  the  field,  and  exposed  to  the  sun  in  so  hott  a  climate,  a  little  j^bourera. 

porter,  ale,  or  grog  on  such  occasions ;  and  it  really  performs 

miracles  of  exertion.     But  you  never  allow  us  anything  of  that 

kind  to  forward  the  work  of  Government ;  and  if  we  were  for  such 

purpose  to  purchase  from  the  speculating  masters  of  ships  such  of 

those  articles  as  we  find  so  much  wanted,  and  pay  several  hundreds 

per  cent,  more  than  Govt,  could  send  them  out  for,  you  wouVl 

then  think  us  careless  in  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money. 

Why  not  then,  my  good  sir,  send  us  out  some  of  those  things 

caird  comforts  ? 

Formerly  we  were  allowed,  for  the  convenience  of  the  officers  of  wjn«  and 
the  colony,  civil  and  military,  our  port  wine  and  spirits  sent  out  Sfflcere.^' 
for  us  at  prime  cost.  Now  we  must  purchase  those  articles 
wherever  we  can  get  them,  and  you  may  be  assured  always  at  an 
immence  price.  My  sallary  will  scarcely  afford  me  what  I  require 
of  those  things  for  public  days.  Were  my  station  a  private  one,  I 
should  be  perfectly  indifferent  to  such  matters,  for  a  very  small 
quantity  wou'd  answer  my  purpose ;  but  situated  as  I  am,  it  is 
inoonceavable  the  expence  in  which  I  am  constantly  involved. 
You  wou'd,  really  and  truely,  my  dear  sir,  render  an  essential 
service  to  the  whole  of  us  if  you  cou'd  contrive  to  have  our  wine 
and  spirits  sent  us  out  as  formerly ;  and  you  may  at  least  count 
npon  the  very  hearty  thanks  of  the  Governor. 

There  is  one  thing  just  come  across  my  mind,  and  which  being  The  Incraase 
uppermost  I  cannot  omit  to  mention.  You  may  have  taken  tuJ^^"^' 
notice  of  what  I  have  in  various  letters  said  upon  the  expences  of 
the  colony,  but  I  am  very  apprehensive  that  whatever  arguments 
I  may  have  us'd  to  shew  from  whence  they  arise,  those  arguments 
are  not  immediately  recurred  to  when  bills  appear,  nor  is  it,  I 
fear,  always  taken  into  consideration  by  whom  or  under  whose 
direction  the  particular  expences  may  have  originated.  It  is  only 
noticed  in  whose  name  the  bills  are  drawn ;  but  if  you  were  to  look 
hack  a  little  you  wou'd  discover  that  no  unnecessary  expence  has 
been  created  since  I  landed,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  sums 
which  were,  I  believe,  artfully  left  for  me  to  consolidate,  for  I 
think  some  of  my  first  dutys  after  my  arrival  was  the  draw'g  of 
l>illB,  which  you  may  suppose  cou'd  not  so  very  soon  have  been 
created  by  any  measure  of  mine. 
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Now,  Mr.  King,  whilst  on  this  subject  allow  me  to  make  another 
observation.  Formerly  the  common  ration  of  provision  consisted 
of  various  articles,  as  beef  and  pork,  flour,  pease,  oatmeal,  rice,  oil 
or  butter,  or  sugar.  Now  you  send  us  nothing  but  salt  meat; 
that  and  the  wheat  we  grow  here  is  all  we  have  to  issue;  the 
difficiency  of  the  other  articles  is  therefore  cower'd  as  far  as  we 
can  by  an  additional  proportion  of  wheat.  Now,  sir,  let  it  he 
recollected  that  the  wheat  is  paid  for  here  by  bills  on  the  Tretmuj^ 
and  when  the  articles  above  mentioned  were  sent  us  from 
we  had  no  such  additional  sums  to  draw ;  they  were  paid  for  there^ 
Let  it  also  be  consider'd  that  superintendants,  storekeepers,  audi 
hir'd  artiiioers  are  all  paid  their  wages  here;  those  wa^;^  afe 
therefore  to  be  repaid  into  the  Treasury  by  the  agent  for  the 
colony.  Those  sums,  however,  are  paid  here,  and  appear  in  bilk 
under  my  name.  Stores  purchased  on  the  spot,  wh^  in  diatres 
for  want^  which  has  been  the  case  the  whole  time  I  have  hew 
here,  are  all  paid  for  by  bills  drawn  here,  and  what  adds  greatlj 
to  that  expence  is  that  such  articles  cost  some  hundreds  per  oent 
more  than  if  sent  us  by  Government. 

You  will  therefore  see,  my  dear  sir,  that  it  is  not  perfectly  just 
to  accuse  us  here  of  this  cause  of  expence.     We  cannot,  iritih 
all  our  care  and  oeconomy,  prevent  it.     At  this  moment,  were  a 
ship  to  arrive  here  with  a  cargo  of  iron,  steel,  pitch,  tar,  4 
paints,  cordage,  canvas,  tools  for  agriculture,  and  for  artifioen  d 
every  kind,  slop  cloathing,  <fec.,  &c.,  &c.,  however  averse  I  am,  I 
shou'd  feel  myself  compelPd  to  purchase  whatever  might  be  the 
expence,  or  let  the  a^irs  of  the  colony  stand  still.     This  witty 
beyond  a  doubt,  be  the  case  very  soon,  for  there  is  not  a  store  ^ 
any  kind  now  in  the  colony.     If  they  have  ever  been  wantoaly 
lavished  away,  I  now  feel  the  inconvenience,  being  at  this  mcnnesi^ 
obliged  to  take  the  iron  bars  out  of  the  windows  from  variotf^ 
public  buildings  to  convert  into  impliments  of    hasbcmdry  ao^ 
other  uses,  and  we  are  now  making  nails  for  various  uses  out  o^ 
iron  hoops.^     The  people  are,  for  want  of  cloathing,  indecent^ 
naked.     Let  those  things,  my  dear  sir,  be  considered,  and  yon  may 
judge  what  I  feel,  who  immediatly  upon  my  arrival  had  oooasioi^ 
to  send  home  demands. 

There  is  no  part  of  my  duty  so  distressing  to  me  as  the  drawing 
of  bills  on  account  of  the  colony,  but  I  must  submit  to  it,  aa^ 
depend  upon  the  Commissary's  account  of  the  expenditure  aa  m^ 
vouchers  for  the  sums  drawn.     It  is  not  possible  that  Gk>vemmeii^ 
cou'd  do  so  much  to  lessen  my  anxiety  as  the  giving  me  little  oT" 
no  occasion  to  have  recourse  to  purchasing  stores,  and  conseqneotl^ 
to  the  drawing  heavy  sums ;  but  that  is  not  altogether  poasifal^ 
for  as  we  cannot  for  a  length  of  time  have  as  much  ground  in  coHh 
vation  on  the  public  account  as  would  furnish  l»read  for  the  adkaaff 
we  must  purchase  from  those  who  raise  grain  ;  and  whenerer  ^ 

Ante,  p.  844. 


^ 
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can  do  vithont  such  purchase  there  will  be  an  end  to  private      1796 
fanning  for  want  of  a  market,  and  the  colony  will  then  become     4jane. 
one  public  farm. 

You  will  observ^what  reasons  I  have  given  to  his  Grace  for  The  high 
continuing  the  hi^jp  price  of  grain.     How  is  it  possible  to  lower  ^Sin.° 
this  price,  when,  thro'  the  want  of  those  articles  of  provision 
formerly  allowed,  we  are  obliged  to  substitute  wheat,  which  renders 
the  whole  crop  of  the  colony  scarsely  sufficient  for  our  purpose  ? 
If  more  wheat  was  grown  in  one  season  than  we  cou'd  consume 
in  one  year  we  should  soon  be  able  to  reduce  it  to  a  moderate 
price ;  but  whilst  this  grain  is  served  in  lieu  of  so  many  other 
articles  it  will  take  some  considerable  time  to  bring  that  about. 
Last  season  our  expenditure  was  so  great  that  I  was  oblig'd  for 
a  time  to  reduce  the  usual  ration.     I  have  mentioned  what  a 
convenience  it  wou'd  be  to  us  if  the  East  India  Company  wou'd 
send  us  an  annual  ship  from  Bengal  with  rice,  sugar,  and  rum  on  Provisiona 
(rovt.  account.    This  wou'd  be  far  cheaper  to  Govt,  than  supplying     "^  "  ^ 
those  articles  from  England,  or  than  substituting  wheat  here  at 
the  present  price. 

I  must  now,  my  dear  sir,  take  the  liberty  of  observing  to  you 
that  as  I  am  in  no  way  concerned  in  farming  as  a  private  con- 
sideration, and  as  all  the  officers  of  this  colony  are,  I  cannot 
be  interested  in  the  keeping  up  certain  prices.  No,  I  have  no 
concern  of  a  private  nature  to  occupy  my  time  or  thought.  No  ^IJJ^'b* 
man  shall  have  it  in  his  power  to  suspect  me  in  that  respect,  or  selfish 
doubt  what  were  my  chief  objects.  The  public  interest  has  been,  ""^^^^'^ 
and  MriU  continue  to  be,  my  principal,  my  only,  consideration  ; 
but  I  must,  at  the  same  time,  express  my  concern  at  observing  the 
effect  which  seems  sometimes  to  be  produced  by  many  opinions 
at  home,  given  in  such  way  as  to  answer  such  ends  as  they  may 
have  been  design'd  for,  and  some  of  which  wou'd  not  cost  me  ten 
minutes,  were  I  upon  the  spot,  to  expose  the  futility  of.  I  have 
no  story  to  tell  but  a  fair,  honest,  and  honorable  tale.  I  claim 
no  commendation  but  such  as  an  upright  discharge  of  my  duty 
may  intitle  me  to  ;  and  no  man  living  can  say  that  in  this  or  in 
any  situation  I  have  ever  fill'd  in  his  Maj's  service  that  anything 
hut  the  good  of  that  service  ever  occupied  a  single  moment  of 
"^y  ^"»e.  I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 

P.8. — ^You  will  see  my  reply  to  that  scandalous  and  bombastical  a  "bomboa- 
letter  to  bis  Grace  by  a  man  who  has  employed  the  whole  of  his  ^      ®^**'* 
time  in  this  country  in  sowing  discord  and  inriching  himself  by 
means  truely  disgraceful!  in  my  opinion.* 

*  See  Hunter's  letter  of  25th  July,  1708,  and  its  enclosures,  poet,  pp.  418  to  446,  in  which 
Hunter  replies  at  length  to  Macarthur's  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  of  16tJi  September, 
1796,  ante,  p.  131. 
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1798  G0\'ERNMRNT   AND   GeNERMi   OrDER. 

8  June.  8th  June,  1798. 

Parole — Love.  Countersign — Fowey. 

^PPJ^  His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  Richard  Dore,  Esq.,  to 

Richard  be  the  D'y  Judge- Advocate  to  this  colony,  in  the  room  of  Datid 

^™'  Collins,  Esq.,  who  has  resigned.  Jno.  Hu^teb. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

ojane.  9th  June,  1798. 

Parole — Fair.  Countersign — Equitable. 

Many  officers,  as  well  as  other  persons,  having  complained  to  the 
Governor  of  the  distress  they  suffer  from  the  continual  monopdjs 
which  are  made  by  various  descriptions  of  persons  in  this  colony 
PMchaaijjj  in  the  purchasing  of  such  articles  as  ships  arriving  here  may  h»ve 
Slips.  for  sale :  To  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  this  highly  censurable  and 

unjust  proceeding,  it  is  hereby  strictly  order^  that  no  boat  or 
person  whatever  do  attempt  to  board  any  ship  or  vessel  arriviDg 
in  this  port  until  she  shall  have  been  secured  in  Sydney  Cove,  and 
the  master  may  have  been  with  the  Governor  and  received  his 
Port  Orders ;  the  pilot-boat,  or  such  boat  as  the  Governor  may 
send  with  an  officer  for  his  dispatches,  excepted.  It  is  hoped  and 
expected  that  after  this  Order  no  attempt  of  a  nature  so  extremely 
injurious  to  the  comfort  of  others  will  be  made,  every  person  haviog 
an  equal  right  to  purchase  what  they  be  in  want  of. 

Jno.  Huntml 


Government  and  General  Order. 

11th  June,  179a 
11  June.  Parole — Ceylon.  Countersign — Colomba 

A  SHIP*  from  Bengal  having  arrived  yesterday  in  the  harbor  with 
an  assortment  of  such  articles  for  sale  as  the  colony  in  genenl 
may  be  in  want  of,  the  Governor,  in  oi*der  that  every  inhabitant 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  purchasing  whatever  their  circtunr 
stances  can  afibrd,  Los  given  directions  that  no  part  of  the  cargo  he 
Di8i)08ai  of  disposed  of  until  he  has  heard  from  the  settlers  in  the  different  dis* 
^^Q*^  tricts  what  sums  of  money  they  can  raise.  For  this  end  he  deortf 
that  they  will  give  him  information  on  that  subject  by  nextSatar 
day,  or,  if  possible,  earlier,  and  that  they  fix  upon  some  capable 
person  to  manage  their  purchase,  and  into  whose  hands  they  tto 
deposit  their  money,  which  it  is  to  be  understood  must  be  in  Govei»* 
ment  notes  now  in  their  possession,  and  not  upon  the  strength  fl^ 
their  crops  which  they  can  purchase.  Jno.  Huntke 

*  Th«  mow  Hanter.     She  belong  to  the  lamc  proprieton  as  tlie  ill-tafctd  Sj&aej  O''** 
■And  WM  named  in  compliment  to  Governor  Hunter. 
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15th  June,  1798.        ^j^^ 
Parole — Salset.             Countersign — Malabar. 
On  Fridaj,  the  22nd  instant,  certificates  will  be  granted  to  such  Oertuicatce 
persons  as  have  completed  their  term  of  transportation.    Those  who  ^  ''®*^*™- 
are  entitled  to  them  wiU  call  at  the  Commissary's  office  in  Sydney 
on  the  above  day.  Jno.  Huitter, 

Acting-Commissary  Williamson  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Sir,  Sydney,  16th  June,  1798.         is  June. 

Being  informed  that  your  Excellency  has  been  told  imposi- 
tions and  frauds  have  and  are  very  likely  to  be  committed  at  the 
stores  where  the  wheat  and  maize  are  received  from  the  officers  and 
settlers,  &c.,  in  consequence  of  which  I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay 
before  your  Excellency  the  manner  in  which  I  have  received  grain  Method  of 
and  maize  into  his  Majesty's  stores,  which  I  hope  will  convince  "^^^ISS, 
your  Excellency  that  it  is  impossible  for  any  one  of  the  store-  storao. 
keepers  to  commit  a  fraud  without  my  being  very  soon  able  to 
detect  them. 

Upon  my  receiving  your  Excellency's  order  to  receive  grain,  <fec., 
into  the  stores  for  a  limited  time,  I  immediately  calculate  what 
number  of  bushels  will  nearly  serve  the  issue  for  that  time,  after  The 
which  I  give  the  orders  to  the  Deputy  Commissary  and  store-  ^JJ^^^e^JJ 
keepers  to  receive  the  quantities  so  calculated  at  the  different 
stores  in  their  charge,  with  particular  instructions  to  take  care 
that  the  grain,  &c.,  is  clean  and  fit  for  the  store;  at  the  same  time 
I  send  them  blank  vouchers,  wherein  is  inserted  the  quantity 
received  from  the  different  people  by  the  Deputy  Commissary  and 
storekeepers  and  then  returned  to  me. 

From  these  vouchers  the  bills  are  made  out  by  me,  which  I 
carry  to  your  Excellency  for  approval  along  with  the  vouchers. 

Since  this  plan  has  been  adopted  it  is  evident  frauds  cannot  Prevention 
he  practised  without  immediate  detection,  as  the  issue  generally  ®'  ^^^^ 
agrees  with  the  quantities  received  for  the  time  limited,  making 
the  usual  allowance  for  the  grain  drjring,  wastage  by  issue,  and 
t^e  distruction  made  by  the  rats  and  weevel. 

Your  Excellency  will  remember  that  I  some  time  ago  was 
informed  that  Mr.  Hume,  the  storekeeper  at  Parramatta,  had  Gbargee 
heen  guilty  of  some  improprieties  at  the  granary,  upon  which  I  ^tu^keeper, 
immediately  went  and  examined  the  stores  and  remeasured  the 
▼hole  wheat  on  hand  under  his  charge,  and  found  the  deficiency 
hetwixt  receiving  and  issuing  no  more  but  might  reasonably 
he  expected  for  the  limited  time.  Notwithstanding  this,  from 
^leveral  charges  brought  against  him  to  me,  I  thought  it  prudent 
(to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  exculpating  himself  from  such 
gross  and  infamous  charges)  to  bring  him  to  a  criminal  trial, 
which  terminated  in  his  acquitaL    From  some  evident  irregularities 
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of  conduct  in  him,  your  Excellency  thought  proper  to  discharge 
him  from  his  office  as  storekeeper.  The  frequent  visits  which  I 
pay  to  all  the  stores  in  the  settlement  puts  it  entirely  out  of  the 
power  of  any  particular  fraud  being  committed.  At  the  same 
time  allow  me  to  observe  to  your  Excellency  that  I  am  perfectly 
satisfied  at  this  time  with  the  present  storekeepers,  and  that  not 
one  of  them  would  be  guilty,  or  even  think  of  committing,  the 
least  fraud  against  his  Majesty's  stores. 

I  remain,  &c., 

James  Williamson. 


Civil  Court 
required  at 
Norfolk 
Island. 


A  Court  of 
Arbitration 


Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Under  Secretary  King. 

Sir,  22,  Arundel-street,  Strand,  16th  June,  1798. 

As  the  ship*  in  which  I  am  about  to  return  to  New  South 
Wales  is  getting  ready,  I  beg  permission  to  submit  the  following 
circumstances  to  your  consideration. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  repeat  the  great  necessity  there  is  for  a  Court 
of  Civil  Judicature  being  established  on  Norfolk  Island,  as  much 
disquietude  has  been  occasioned  by  the  unavoidable  removal  of 
settlers  and  their  witneses  to  have  their  disputes  of  property  settled 
by  the  Civil  Court  of  Port  Jackson,  which,  from  the  uncertainty 
of  their  return  from  thence,  has  often  involved  many  industrious 
persons  in  ruin.  Anxious  to  prevent  these  inconveniencies  in  the 
year  1796, 1  adopted  the  mode  of  endeavouring  to  settle  these  claims 
and  disputes  by  a  temporary  Court  of  Arbitration  and  Award  con- 
formable to  the  enclosed ;  f  ^^i**  ^^  experience  of  that  regulation 
did  not  promise  any  permanent  advantage,  which  induces  me  to 
request  that  a  Court  of  Civil  Judicature  may  be  established  on 
Norfolk  Island,  which  will  not  only  rescue  many  industrious  people 
from  eventual  ruin,  but  greatly  tend  to  conciliate  them  to  the 
island.  And  as  the  Judge-Advocate  is  unpro\dded  with  the  law- 
books which  are  absolutely  necessary,  I  beg  to  request  that  he  may 
be  allowed  an  assortment  similar  to  that  furnished  the  Judge- 
Advocate  of  New  South  Wales,  a  list  of  which  I  have  the  honwto 
enclose, 
stationer}.  As  an  assortment  of  stationary  will  be  necessary  for  the  publick 
service  of  Norfolk  Island,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  procuring » 
list  of  such  articles  from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Stationary  Office, 
which  amounts  to  <£25,  and  have  to  request  you  will  consider  how 
far  that  allowance  may  be  proper.  And  as  I  can  procure  a  sm^ 
printing-press  for  six  guineas,  which  will  be  useful  for  the  quick 
dispersion  of  necessary  orders,  &c.  (there  being  one  at  Port  Jackson), 
I  shall  be  much  obliged  by  that  indulgence  being  extended  to 
Norfolk  Island. 

H.M.S.  Porpoise.    She  was  subsequently  condemned,  and  a  vesael  purchased  to  tik* 
her  place.— Post,  p.  723  and  note, 
t  Not  available. 
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From  the  great  expence  of  fitting  my  family  with  necessaries,       1798 
not  only  for  the  voyage  to  but  also  for  my  residence  on  Norfolk    iq  j^^t. 
Island,  and  the  small  property  I  posess,  "which  I  can  assare  you,       -; — 
sir,  in  the  fullest  extent  of  truth,  does  not  exceed  £1,500  in  the  4  expenses, 
per  cents  (the  interest  of  which  must  pay  the  education  of  a  son  I 
leave  in  England),  compels  me  to  request  being  allowed  the  sum  I 
paid  for  my  passage  from  the  Cape  to  England  in  the  Contractor, 
India  ship,  which  amounted  to  the  sum  of  £170,  should  such  an 
indulgence  be  admissable. 

Previous  to  my  leaving  Norfolk  Island  my  private  stock  of  sheep  His  private 
and  goats  were  valued,  and  delivered  into  the  Comisary's  charge  as  sh^p  and 
stock  belonging  to  the  Crown,  directing  the  males  to  be  kiird  and  «^^ 
issued  on  account  of  the  publick,  and  a  seperate  account  to  be  kept 
of  that  expence  as  well  as  of  their  increase,  which  must  now  be 
trebled,  until  it  was  known  if  Government  would  purchase  it,  as 
was  done  with  the  private  stock  of  GovVs  Phillip  and  Grose,  and 
Colonel  Paterson,  &c.     As  I  am  returning  to  that  colony,  I  do 
not  wish  to  part  with  my  sheep  ;  but  as  it  will  be  of  the  greatest 
convenience  to  my  private  concerns  (for  the  reasons  above  given) 
to  receive  payment  for  the  goats,  whose  numbers  must  now  be  Asks  for 
considerably  increased,  I  hope  there  will  be  no  impropriety  in  my  EJ^^I*'®  ^ 
requesting  your  consideration  of  the  causes  which  compel  me  to 
request  you  will  be  pleased  to  move  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland 
to  allow  me  the  indulgence  of  receiving  payment  for  the  goats, 
agreable  to  the  enclosed  voucher,  for  which  I  have  cancelled  the 
charge  for  sheep,  as  well  as  my  other  requests,  in  such  a  manner  as 
his  Grace  may  deem  proper.  I  have,  &c., 

Philip  Gidley  King. 

Agreement*  between  Officers  and  Others. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales.        is  June, 

We,  the  undersigned,  and  each  and  every  of  us,  do  hereby  covenant 
and  agree  with  each  other  that  on  the  arrival  of  any  ship  or  ships 
in  any  of  the  ports  within  the  limits  of  this  Government  having 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandizes  on  board  for  sale,  two  oflScers  be  officers  as 
chosen  and  nominate<)  from  amongst  ourselves  who  shall,  on  the  t»d«re. 
part  of  the  whole,  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  treat  with  the 
captain,  commander^  or  master  thereof  for  the  purchase  of  such 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes,  signifying  to  such  captain,  com- 
mander, or  master  by  whom  they  are  so  employed. 

And  we  severally  and  respectively  bind  ourselves  to  the  per- 
formance of  whatever  agreement  may  be  entered  into  by  such 
officers  so  chosen  and  nominated  as  aforesaid  in  our  names;  and 
■^e  further  agripe  and  engage  that  we  will  not  directly  or  in- 
directly, either/  by  ourselves  or  by  any  persons  to  be  employed 
^J  us,  attempt  to  make  any  purchase  of  such  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandizes  Contrary  to  the  tenor  of  this  agreement,  or  that  shall 

*  Poet,  p.  408  and  note.    See  also  Portland's  ocmment  on  Hunter's  Order.— Post,  p.  734. 
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1796      in  anywise  be  deemed  by  the  most  unlimited  interpretation  there- 
is  June.     ^^^  [thereof  J  to  interfere  with  any  bargain  that  may  be  pending 
between  those  delegated  and  employed  by  us  as  aforesaid  and  the 
venders  of  such  wares  and  merchandizes. 

And  further,  that  at  no  time  after  it  shall  be  declared  to  us  bj 
our  agents  that  no  bargain  has  been  or  can  be  made  by  them  on 
our  account  will  we  purchase,  individually  or  otherwise,  any  goods, 
Hie  dirooiAi  wares,  and  merchandizes  which  they  may  have  declined  to  buy, 
Jj^^jp*  or  will  we  connive  at  or  suffer  them  to  be  purchased  for  ourselves, 
our  families,  or  on  our  account,  in  any  manner  whatsoever,  even 
tho'  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandizes,  or  any  part  of  them,  should 
be  landed  in  any  part  of  the  settlement,  and  be  reported  or 
declared  to  be  the  property  of  an  inhabitant,  and  exposed  for 
sale,  binding  ourselves  each  to  the  other  in  the  penalty  of  one 
thousand  pounds  sterling,  to  be  forfeited,  recovered,  and  paid  by 
these  presents  from  whomsoever  shall  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  majority  of  the  undersigned  to  have  departed  in  any  one 
instance  from  the  tenor  of  this  agreement. 

And  we  further  bind  ourselves  and  engage  for  ever  afterwards 
to  avoid  the  company  of  any  individual,  and  to  consider  him  an 
infamous  character,  who  shall  be  convicted  of  a  breach  of  these 
articles. 
A  bindinff  And  WO  moreover  engage  and  bind  ourselves  each  to  the  other 
that  no  person  who  shfdl  sign  and  subscribe  this  instrument 
shall  be  suffered  to  withdraw  his  name  therefrom  until  after  the 
expiration  of  twelve  months  from  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  and 
that  if  any  dispute  shall  arise  amongst  any  of  the  parties  hereto 
a  meeting  shall  be  assembled,  the  majority  of  which  shall  decide 
upon  the  matter  in  question. 

As  witness,  our  hands,  this  18th  day  of  June,  1798. 
Sip^ned  by  some  of  the  principal  inhabitants  and  the  whole  of 
the  military  offioera.  

GOVBRKMENT  AND  GeNERAZ^  OrDER. 

18th  June,  1798. 
Parole — Just.  Countersi^'^ — Honest 

There  being  much  reason  to  suspect  that  the  owners  of  those 
boats  which  are  employed  by  the  settlers  aS  the  Hawkesbory  in 
bringing  round  to  Sydney  their  crops  of  whoat  and  maize  are  in 
the  habit  of  practising  the  most  unpardonable  impositions  upon 
Fkbe  those  settlers  by  the  use  of  false  measures,"^  th%  Grovemor,  desirous 

of  putting  an  early  stop  to  such  species  of  robbd^,  desires  that  the 
magistrates  of  Sydney  and  Parramatta  will  issudlbeir  orders  that 
all  measures  be  brought  forthwith  to  the  public  ^re  at  Sydneji 
and  there  to  be  proved  and  stamped,  and  that  an  \measure  which 
may  be  used  wi^out  such  stamp  or  mark  be  imi^iately  seisd 
and  its  owner  prosecuted.  J: 

p.  447. 
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Sib  a.  S.  Hamond  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks.    (Banks  Papers.)        170B 

Dear  Sir  Joseph,  Navy  Office,  20th  June,  1798.         ao  Jnue. 

We  are  getting  on  with  the  equipment  of  the  Porpoise  for  Equipment 
New  So.  Wales,  and  nothing  now  seems  to  require  deciding  upon  p^^^* 
bat  the  mode  of  constructing  the  garden.  I  should  be  glad  to 
receive  some  plan  from  you  for  the  purpose,  but  I  rather  wish  it 
was  convenient  for  you  to  fix  some  day  to  meet  Sir  John  Henslow 
and  Govr.  King  at  Deptford  Yard  to  determine  upon  it.  Sir  John 
has  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  in  providing  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  various  passengers,  and  has  a  great  desire  to  make  the  ship 
as  compleat  for  the  purpose  for  which  she  is  intended  as  possible.. 
Do  me  the  favour  to  let  me  hear  from  you  upon  this  subject.* 

Ever,  Ac, 
A,  S.  Hahond. 

GOVBRNMKNT  AND  GeNEBAL  ObDER. 

22nd  June,  1798.        22  June. 
Parole — Devonshire.  Countersign — Cornwall. 

RiCHABD  DoRE,  Esq.,  is  appointed  Secretary  to  the  Grovemor.        ^e 

JnO.   Hunter.       aecretory. 


Under  Secretary  Long  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks.    (Banks  Paper&) 

Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  22nd  June,  1798. 

Having  laid  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's 
Treasury  a  letter  from  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  stating 
that  J  on  have  represented  that  many  useful  European  plants  are 
stiJl  wanting  at  New  South  Wales,  particularly  the  hop,  which, 
with  the  necessary  tools,  &c.,  for  the  gardiner  intended  to  be  sent 
with  them,  may  be  provided  for  about  £50,  and  desiring  that 
directions  may  be  given  for  erecting  a  small  plant-cabin  on  board  ^^^  ^.^ 
the  Porpoise,  armed  vessel,  now  on  her  departure  for  that  place,  the 
I  am  commanded  by  their  Lordships  to  desire  you  will  have  ye  ^®npoto«- 
goodness  to  provide  the  said  plants  and  tools  accordingly,  and 
transmit  the  bill  for  the  same  to  this  office  for  payment ;  and  I  am 
to  acquaint  you  that  my  Lords  have  directed  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Navy  to  cause  such  a  plant-cabin,  as  you  may  approve,  to  be 
crscted  on  the  vessel  aforementioned.  I  am,  &c., 

Charles  Long. 

«uJ?^  'oQowinff  mema,  in  Sir  Joseph  Banks's  handwriting,  is  endorsed  on  this  letter  :— 
w^  Sir  John  Henslow,  June  23rd,  at  Deptford.  Agreed  that  the  dimensions  off  the  plant- 
eabbui  should  he  the  same  as  that  o(  the  Discovery,  only,  as  he  thought  it  right  to  place 
utt  upon  S-inch  (word  illegible],  that  8-ineh  headway  was  to  be  allowed  f«r  the  plants  more 
uu  in  the  Discovsrie's,  which  stood  fiat  on  the  deck,  the  whole  to  be  fitted  with  boxes  instead 
«  pots,  which  will  be  eighteen  in  all,  of  21  inches  square,  inside  measure,  and  18  inches  high. 
f/ystoily  asked  if  the  size,  0  x  12  feet,  would  not  be  too  large  for  the  ship,  and  produce 
^PyTMMqMo  in  working  her,  in  which  case  the  dimensions  might  and  ought  to  be 
^■Hwd,  but  was  always  tokl  that  it  wouU  do  very  weU." 

I 
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Government  and  General  Order. 

26th  June,  1798. 

Parole — Margate.  Countersign — Bamsgate. 

Several  misapprehensions  having  taken  place  thro'  the  appoint- 
ment of  improper  persons  as  agents  to  superintendants,  settlers, 
and  others  :  Tlie  inhabitants  are  hereby  informed  that  the  Governor 
having  been  assured  by  the  officers  that  they  will  most  readily 
stand  forward  in  behalf  of  the  whole  colony,  and  purchase  from 
ships  calling  here  whatever  goods  or  comforts  they  may  have  for 
sale,  and  that  every  person  having  money  to  purchase  may  claim 
their  proportion  of  such  purchase  without  the  assistance  of  any 
other  agent,  which  will  be  the  means  of  their  receiving  the  articles 
at  a  much  lower  I'ate  :  This  being  the  case,  every  person  is  desired 
to  keep  the  possession  of  their  own  money  until  they  are  apprised 
by  public  notice  that  a  cargo  has  been  bought,  the  officers  having 
undertaken  the  trouble  of  officiating  as  agents  for  the  general 
benefit  of  the  whole  colony.*  Jno.  Hunter. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord  Duke,  1st  July,  1798. 

From  the  condemnation  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Supply,  and 
the  very  heavy  and  tedious  repairs  of  the  Reliance,  the  intercourse 
with  Norfolk  Island  has  been  less  frequent  than  I  could  have 
wished  it.  This  circumstance  gave  occasion  to  the  commanding 
officer  upon  the  island,  Captain  Townson,  to  build  a  decked  boat 
to  forward  his  letters  to  me,  and  that  boat  reached  this  port  on 
the  thirteenth  day  of  June  last,  with  an  account  of  their  distresses 
for  want  of  implements  of  husbandry,  cloathing,  and  various  other 
stores.  lam  concerned  to  say  that  these  their  distresses  are  of  a 
nature  which  we  have  not  had  it  in  our  power  to  relieve,  had  I 
even  been  in  possession  of  a  vessel  to  send  thither,  the  people  here 
being  nearly  naked,  and  the  convicts  which  arrived  in  the  last 
ship  being  put  on  shore  wholly  in  rags,  without  a  bed  to  lay  upon, 
the  Barwell  having  brought  out  nothing  adequate  to  supply  their 
wants. 

Captain  Townson  complains  of  the  settlers  and  others  upon  the 

island  having  entered  into  an  association,  which  it  seems  they  have 

"  Fraternal   called  the  Fraternal  Society  of  Norfolk  Island.    The  settlers  have 

Society."      written  to  me,  and  have  denied  having  given  any  name  to  their 

meeting,  but  complain  of  the  difficulty  in  getting  their  swine's  flesJi 

*  Hunter  appears  to  have  been  unjji:ularly  blind  ai  to  the  natural  effect  which  such  w 
agreement  would  have  in  encouraging  officers  to  envage  in  trade,  a  practice  to  which  ho 
attributed  many  of  the  troubles  of  the  tettleis.  Portiand,  in  commenung  on  this  Order  in 
his  letter  of  the  5th  November,  1709,  poet,  p.  734,  expressed  his  surprise  and  his  fear  that 
officers  who  had  disgraced  his  Majesty's  service  by  engaging  in  trade  would  regard  their 
conduct  as  sanctioned  by  this  Order.    The  agrc^iuent  is  printed  at  pp.  405,  400,  ante. 
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taken  into  the  store,  through  improper  and  prevailing  monopolys.      1796 
Your  Grace  will  see  by  the  copy  of  my  letter  to  Captain  Townson     i  j^iy 
{enclosed  in  No.  30)*  what  I  have  said  on  that  subject;  and  as  I 
conceive  that  there  is  something  extremely  improper  in  the  manner 
of  the  meeting  of  the  settlers  on  the  island,  enclosed  is  the  copy  of 
a  printed  paper  I  have  sent  there  for  the  information  of  the  in- 
habitants in  general.     The  variety  of  complaints  from  that  island 
induces  me  to   wish  that  if  Governor  King  does  not  return  a  a  saoocssor 
saceessor  may  be  apointed  as  early  as  possible ;  to  forward  those  *°  ^"*''- 
complaints  to  your  Grace,  many  of  which  are  of  a  private  as  well 
as  of  a  local  nature,  may  not  be  necessary.     I  shidl  do  all  in  my 
power  to  render  justice  to  the  parties,  and  to  settle  all  differences. 
It  is  a  subject  of  real  concern  to  me  to  find  so  many. 

The  number  of  swine  on  the  inland  being  more  than  sufficient 
for  the  consumption  of  the  inhabitants,  I  propose  to  offer,  if  they 
'will  salt  down  their  surplus,  and  warrant  its  keeping  for  a  certain  Salting 
time,  to  take  it  off  their  hands;  but  it  seems  they  have  not  sufficient  ^'^* 
Balt-pans,  nor  have  they  saltpetre  and  coarse  sugar  for  properly 
caring  it.  I  am,  therefore,  fearful  that  this  project  will  not  have 
the  desired  effect. 

I  have  already  mentioned  their  having  often  failed  in  their  Failure  of 
endeavors  to  raise  wheat.     I  now  understand  they  have  abandoned  SSS^ik* 
the  attempt.    We  intend,  therefore,  as  frequently  as  possible,  to  uiand. 
supply  what  we  can  spare.      The  Beliance  carried  thither  about 
twelve  hundred  bushels,  together  with  a  proportion  of  every  kind 
of  store  in  our  possession.  I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 
[Enclosure.] 

Government  and  General  Order. 

12th  July,  1798. 
Parole — Dumfries.  Countersign — Galloway. 

It  is  with  much  astonishment  and  displeasure  that  the  Governor  A  **  Frater-^ 
has  been  informed  of  the  very  unwarrantable  association  entered  J* jfo^SSk  ' 
into  by  the  settlers  and  other  persons  upon  Norfolk  Island,  and  island. 
▼hich  he  understands  they  have  in  the  most  seditious  manner 
termed,  The  Fraternal  Society  of  Norfolk  Island. 

No  complaints  or  grievance  whatever  can  be  admitted  as  a  suffi- 
<^ent  reason  for  a  st«p  so  pregnant  with  danger  to  the  tranquility 
of  the  inhabitants  of  that  island,  nor  can  there  be  the  shadow  of 
An  excuse  for  such  an  association.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, if  they  feel  themselves  laboring  under  any  grievance,  whether 
real  or  imaginary,  to  lay  their  complaint  respectfully  before  the  compiauita 
commanding  officer  upon  that  island,  and  this  representation  through 
should  be  made  by  one  or  two  persons  chosen  for  that  purpose,  JJ^^ 

^  •The  enclooures  to  Hunter's  letter  to  Portland,  No.  80  (10th  JanuAi^',  1798),  are  missing.— 
Ante,  p.  343. 
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All  other 

methods 

Ulegal. 


and  not  by  a  numerous  body  of  people.  If  the  complaints  shoa'd 
be  of  such  magnitude  as  cannot  be  completely  redress'd  by  the 
Commandant,  it  will  be  by  him  forwarded  to  the  Govemor-ift- 
Chief,  who  will  pay  every  attention  the  circumstance  may  require. 
Every  other  mode  of  obtaining  redress  is  highly  illegal,  and  can 
only  serve  to  expose  those  who  may  be  concerned  to  a  very  con- 
siderable degree  of  danger,  as  every  step  which  is  in  our  circum- 
stances practicable  will  at  all  times  be  taken  to  remove  anything 
which  can  be  considered  as  oppressive  or  distressing  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Norfolk  Island.  They  must  recollect  that  their  represen- 
tations are  expected  to  be  made  in  the  most  peaceable,  decent^ 
and  moderate  manner. 

The  Governor  hopes  he  may  understand  from  the  commandinf 
officer  that  such  persons  who  were  concerned  in  this  unwarrtnt^ 
able  association  have  since  shewn  a  proper  degree  of  contiitioD 
for  their  highly  censurable  conduct  in  this  instance,  and  that 
they  endeavour  by  proper  attention  to  the  peace  and  quiet  of  tiM 
settlement  to  convince  him  that  this  improper  step  has  proceeded 
more  from  ignorance  than  from  want  of  that  respect  which  is  doa 
to  the  commander  and  the  officers  upon  the  island. 

Jno.  Huntu. 


2  July. 


General 
muster. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

2nd  July,  1798. 
Parole — Catwater.  Countersign — Hamoaze. 

A  general  muster  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  is  intended 
to  take  place  at  Sydney,  Farramatta,  and  the  Hawkesbury,andtf 
to  commence  at  each  of  those  places  on  Monday,  the  16th  instant 
on  which  day  all  the  laboring  men,  whether  free  or  otherwise,  art 
to  appear  and  answer  to  their  names;  on  Tuesday  all  the  settlei* 
will  be  called,  and  on  Wednesday  the  women  will  be  muster'd.  R 
is  hereby  ordered  that  every  person  do  attend  strictly  at  the  stow 
of  the  district  in  which  they  reside.  If  any  shall  disobey  this  PaUic 
Order  they  will  be  immediately  apprehended  for  such  disobedience 
and  treated  as  the  nature  of  their  crimes  may  upon  enquiij  be 
found  to  deserve. 

The  surgeon  will  answer  for  such  of  the  sick  as  are  unable  to 
appear.  Jno.  HuNTii. 


3  July. 


Tenns 
allowed  to 
aettlers. 


Sir  Joseph  Banks  to  G.  Anfrere,  Esq.     (Banks  Pftpers) 

My  Dear  Sir,  Spring  Grove,  3rd  July,  1798. 

Governor  King's  illness  has  prevented  me  from  sooner  pto* 

curing  the  statement  which  I  promised  to  send  you  of  ihe  tenni* 

which  Government  allows  to  such  settlers  as  are  permitted  to  go 

to  New  South  Wales  in  the  character  of  honest  men. 


*  See  also  ante,  p.  368. 
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They  have  a  house  built  for  them  at  the  expence  of  the  publia         1796 

They  have  a  grant  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  or  more  if  they     s  Jair. 
have  money  sufficient  to  clear  and  cultivate  more. 

They  have  the  usual  instruments  of  husbandry  to  begin  with  Tools, 
issued  to  them  out  of  the  King's  stores. 

They  bave  the  labor  of  two  or  three  convicts,  or  more  if  they  f^^*°* 
have  money  to  clear  and  cultivate  a  larger  tract  of  land,  and  these 
convicts  are  fed  out  of  the  King's  stores  for  nine  months. 

They  have  provisions  for  themselves  and  families  supplied  out  proviBions. 
of  the  King's  stores  for  twelve  months. 

They  bave  a  free  passage  out,  and  provisions  during  the  passage  Ftm 
gratis,  witb  a  decent  separate  cabin; 

This  is  the  state  of  the  matter  as  well  as  I  can  learn,  and  these 
are  the  terras  offered  to  handycrafts  likely  to  be  usefuU  to  the  infant 
colony.    These  terms  Suter  [Suttor]  may  have  if  he  chuses  to  accept  An  nriy 
them,  on  condition  of  his  employing  himself  dunng  the  passage  '^^^^'^- 
out  in  taking  care  of  eighteen  boxes  of  plants  of  the  usefull  kinds 
which  are  to  be  sent  out  in  the  ship. 

As  he  is  a  very  young  man,  and  as  I  suspect  that  his  motive  for 
going  is  the  love  of  a  very  young  woman,  I  would  still  have  him 
consider  carefully  what  he  does  before  he  finaly  resolves  to  engage 
himself.  I  do  not  insist  upon  bis  offer  now,  but  he  must  in  a  very 
few  days  let  me  know  his  determination. 

The  reason  I  do  not  insist  upon  his  engagement  is  because  he  CH>itei 
tells  me  he  cannot  raise  above  £20,  and  it  appears  to  me  highly  '•9«ta«i. 
imprudent  for  any  married  man  to  undertake  such  a  business  who 
is  not  possessed  of  one  or  two  hundred  at  the  least,  if  he  is  not  a 
handicraftsman. 

He  vdll  have  furniture  for  his  house  to  provide,  cloths  for  him*  Expenfles  of 
self  and  family,  draught  cattle  to  purchase,  outbuildings  of  all  ^^^^ 
kinds  to  build  at  his  own  expence,  and  he  ought  to  carry  out  im- 
plements of  husbandry  of  the  best  kinds,  as  those  purchased  by 
Government  are  generaly  of  a  very  inferior  sort ;  and  if  he  looks 
forward  to  future  opulence  he  must  have  more  than  200  acres, 
which  will  not  be  granted  to  him  unless  he  carries  out  some  capital, 
and  can  shew  some  probability  of  his  being  able  to  bring  it  into 
cultivation  in  regular  course  of  business. 

Will  you,  my  dear  sir,  be  so  good  as  to  converse  with  him  on  the  Banks's 
sobject  of  his  expectations    I  am  quite  ready  for  him  if  he  chuses  [llftondiiig^ 
to  go,  and  the  cabbin  intended  for  him  and  his  wife,  which  I  have  emignmt. 
approved  of,  is  by  this  time  fixed  up ;  but  I  would  not  by  any 
means  wish  a  young  man  for  whose  family  you  seem  to  have  a 
i^gard  to  engage  without  sufficient  warning  of  the  difficulties,  as 
well  as  full  knowledge  of  the  benefits,  likely  to  accrue  to  him.     I 
shall  be  in  London  on  Thursday.    If  he  has  by  that  time  made  up 
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1798      his  mind,  he  may  call  upon  me  at  9  o'clock,  and  I  will  finaly  agree 

3  July,     "^it^  him ;  if  not,  I  will  let  you  know  by  my  mother  when  I  shiil 

next  be  there.  I  am,  &c,, 

Jos.  Banks. 

P.S. — He  may  be  sure  that  in  New  South  Wales,  as  in  all  new 
colonies,  produce  will  be  dog  cheap  and  Europe  trade  of  all  kind* 
exorbitantly  dear. 


4  July. 


Colllns's 
rank  in  the 
marines. 


Evan  Nepean  to  Captain  David  Collins. 
Sir,  4th  July,  1798. 

Hav'g  laid  before  my  Lords  ComVs  of  the  Adm'ty  your 
letter  of  the  ftth  of  last  mo'  requesting,  for  the  reasons  given,  that 
their  Lordships  will  restore  you  to  your  rank  and  situation  i»- 
the  marine  corps,  I  am  com'd  by  their  Lordships  to  acquaint  yo* 
that,  as  no  trace  appears  in  this  office  of  any  engagement  of  the 
nature  you  mention,  their  Lordships  cannot  allow  of  your  bein^ 
placed  on  full  pay.  I  am,  4:c., 


E.N. 


5  July. 


The  road 
between 


Government  and  General  Order. 

5th  July,  1798. 

Parole — Penzance.  Countersign — Cornwall 

netween  ^^^  IsLTid  Carriage  between  Sydney  and  Parramatta  having  by  tl»^ 
Sydney  and  late  heavy  rains  been  render'd  almost  impassible,  the  officers  sxm<* 
arrama  ta.  Q^jjQj.g  ^^j^^  have  at  present  any  of  the  public  servants  in  ihei^ 
service  are  desir'd  to  send  each  one  man  on  Monday  next  for  tl»^ 
purpose  of  repairing  the  road  above  mentioned  wherever  it  wmiy 
be  requisite.  The  whole  to  be  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Divin^"- 
Those  laboring  at  Parramatta  will  begin  the  repairs  from  thenc^s^ 
and  be  under  the  direction  of  a  diligent  overseer,  and  they  wil* 
meet  those  from  Sydney  who  begin  their  repairs  from  thence. 

Jno.  Hunter. 


9  July. 


Sailors 
landing 
without 
permission. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

9th  July,  1798. 
Parole — Cork.  Countersign — Ireland. 

Several  complaints  having  been  made  to  the  Governor  that 
seamen  belonging  to  some  of  the  merchant  ships  in  this  harbfl^^ 
have  upon  various  occasions  insulted  the  sentinels  upcm  their  post)^ 
and  that  they  make  it  a  practice  at  all  hours,  in  direct  oppositioik- 
to  the  Port  Orders,  to  pass  to  and  from  their  ships  whenever  tbcj 
please :  It  is  his  Excellency's  positive  orders  that  the  commanclfi'* 
of  the  ditierent  ships  do  command  and  inform  their  men  that  they 
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are  not  to  be  out  of  their  respective  ships  after  dark  ;  that  if  they       1798 
are  found  on  shore  at  an  improper  hour  they  will  be  liable  to  be     9  joiy. 
taken  up  and  confined,  and  that  if  they  are  noisy,  riotous,  or  insolent 
they  will  receive  such  punishment  as  their  crime  may  deserve. 

Jno.  Hunter. 


The  Transport  Commissioners  to  Under  Secretary  King. 
Sir,  Transport  Office,  11th  July,  1798.        n  J"iy* 

Captain  Campbell,  our  agent  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  The  seizure 
having  transmitted  to  us  a  letter  which  he  has  received  from  shore.  ^ 
Simon  Murchison,  late  2nd  mate  of  the  Lady  Shore,  giving  some 
further  particulars  respecting  the  seizure  of  that  ship  by  the 
soldiers  on  board  belonging  to  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  we 
inclose  to  you  a  copy  of  the  same,  for  the  information  of  his  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  and  are,  &c.,  Rupt.  George. 

Ambrose  Serle. 
Wm.  Ay.  Otavay. 

[Enclosure.] 

S.  Murchison  to  Captain  Campbell.* 

On  board  the  Tobago,  Table  Bay, 
Sir,  2 1  st  January,  1798. 

I  have,  according  to  your  request,  inserted  the  most  par-  Adjutant 
ticular  transactions  of  Mr.  Minchin's  bad  conduct  and  want  of  ^*°°*»^ 
carrying  on  good  discipline  that  I  could  recollect  from  the  time 
the  troops  first  embarked  till  the  capture  of  the  ship. 

Ensign  and  Adjutant  Minchin  and  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand embarked  on  board  the  Lady  Shore  at  Gravesend.   He  being 
in  the  first  boat  that  came  alongside,  he  requested  of  me  to  shew 
him  the  place  that  was  fitted  up  for  the  soldiers,  which  I  did.  While 
we  were  viewing  the  apartments  he  told  me  that  we  must  look  very 
sharp  after  some  French  and  Irish  deserters  that  were  coming  on  Dangerous 
hoard ;  that  one  of  the  Frenchmen  had  told  General  Fox,  prior  to  ^'^^ 
their  leaving  Chatham  Barracks,  that  if  they  could  not  take  the 
ship  they  would  set  her  on  fire,  for  to  Botany  Bay  they  would 
not  go.     When  I  went  on  deck  I  found  the  boat  they  were  in 
alongside,  and  perceived  a  strong  guard  round  them.     When  the 
guard  delivered  their  charge  they  went  ashore,  and  the  deserters 
were  set  at  liberty  about  the  ship.      A  few  days  after  they  came 
ou  board  Mr.  Minchin  had  two  chests  of  arms  out  of  the  hold,  and 
to  my  great  astonishment  I  saw  muskets,  bayonets,  and  cartridge- 
hoxes  served  out  to  the  men  that  were  put  on  board  by  the  guards.  Served  with 
and  put  as  centinels  in  different  parts  of  the  ship,  the  same  as  the  "™*' 
^golar  soldiers,  with  ammunition  in  their  boxes.     One  day,  while 

*  Captain  Donald  Campbell,  resident  agent  for  transports  at  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope. 
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1798 

U  Julj. 
A  dispute. 


Major 

Semple 

interferes. 


Adjutant 
Minchin. 


Disordcrly 
troops. 


Colonel 
Grose's 
report. 


laying  at  Portsmouth,  the  non-commissioiied  officers  took  up  both 
sides  of  the  quarter-deck.  Mr.  Lambert,*  the  iirst  mate,  ordered 
them  forward,  which  they  refused,  and  said  they  had  a  better 
right  to  walk  the  quarter-deck,  or  any  other  part  of  the  ship, 
than  he  had.  Mr.  Lambert  immediately  made  a  complaint  to  Mr. 
Minchin,  who  came  up  to  the  top  of  the  ladder,  and  told  than 
they  had  no  right  to  walk  the  quarter-deck.  Some  obeyed,  after 
a  deal  of  insolence ;  but  one  Serjeant  Hughs  absolutely  refused. 
Some  high  words  ensued  between  the  mate  and  him  (what  they 
were  I  do  not  know,  as  I  was  not  present)  till  Mr.  L.  came  to 
my  cabin  door,  and  told  me  to  arm  myself  and  come  to  his  assist- 
ance, which  I  did.  I  saw  Hughs  going  down  the  main  hatchwiy 
for  his  sword,  swearing  he  would  cut  a  limb  off  the  first  man  thst 
would  stop  or  oppose  him  in  walking  the  quarter-deck,  but  was 
stopped  by  Major  Semple,  a  convict,  who  took  the  carpentei'i 
broad  ax,  which  was  laying  by,  and  told  him  he  would  split 
his  head  if  he  lifted  a  sword  or  any  other  weapon  against  aaj 
officer  in  the  ship,  which  made  him  turn  back.  When  Captain 
Wilcocks  came  on  board  in  the  evening  we  told  him  what  had 
happened,  and  that  Mr.  Minchin  was  below  all  the  time,  and 
refused  to  check  or  punish  Hughs.  The  captain  went  immediately 
and  told  Mr.  M.  he  insisted  on  having  Hughs  punished.  He  for 
some  time  refused,  till  after  a  long  argument  he  consented,  and 
gave  orders  to  put  Hughs  in  irons — one  hand  was  put  in  till  day- 
light. On  our  passage  to  Torbay  the  captain  was  abused  by  another 
Serjeant  for  asking  him  what  he  wanted  when  the  captain  saw 
him  listening  to  hear  wh«at  he  was  saying  to  the  sailors,  who  were 
all  collected  l>efore  him.  While  we  were  in  Torbay  the  ship  wis 
in  great  confusion.  The  captain,  finding  it  impossible  to  get  her 
into  any  good  order  (as  Mr.  Minchin  would  not,  nor  could  not, 
take  an  active  part  in  arranging  his  men,  and  bringing  them  under 
good  subordination,  who  were  getting  more  riotous  every  day), 
wrote  to  General  Fox,  and,  I  think,  to  the  Duke  of  Portland 
about  the  disorder  the  troops  were  in,  who  sent  Colonel  Grose  to 
inspect  them.  He  stayed  on  board  a  few  minutes,  but  did  not 
give  the  captain  any  satisfaction.  On  the  contrary,  when  he  asked 
liim  if  it  was  consistent  with  the  rules  of  transports  for  the  soldiers 
to  keep  fire-arms  and  ammunition,  and  particularly  the  men  who 
came  in  irons,  in  their  possession,  he  was  answered  by  the  Colonel, 
"  It  was  perfectly  right."  He  went  on  shore,  and  promised  to  be 
back  in  the  morning.  The  ciptain  went  on  shore  and  found  that 
he  set  oif  for  London  as  soon  as  he  landed  A  few  days  after  we 
put  into  Falmouth  the  captain  received  a  packet  from  the  Transport 
Board,  enclosing  Colonel  Grose's  report  to  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
and  the  Duke's  letter  to  the  Transport  Board.  The  Colonel  in  his 
report  states  that  the  captain  he  found  was  a  passionate  overbear 
ing  man,  and  he  was  almost  positive  the  ship  would  never  readi 
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New  H-olland.     These  letters,  and  copies  of  all  the  letters  that      1706 
passed  betwixt  the  captain^  Colonel  Grose,  and  Mr.  Minchin,  the    n  j^iy. 
purser,  Mr.  Black,  has  in  his  possession.     A  few  days  before  we 
sailed  Mr.  Lambert  was  very  grossly  insulted  by  one  of  the  corporals  The  flnt 
and  his  wife  ;  the  former  knocked  him  down  twice,  and  the  other  ^I^JJ^it^, 
knocked  the  dirty  clothes  she  was  washing  about  his  face.     All 
this  Mr.  Minchin  was  going  to  pass  unnoticed,  had  not  Captain 
Willcocks  insisted  on  having  them  punished,  and  observed  if  such 
acts  of  mutiny  were  overlooked  he  and  all  the  ship's  officers  would 
lose  their  command  very  shortly.     Minchin,  after  many  equivo- 
cations, and  pleading  the  man  was  an  officer,  and  could  not  be 
punished  without  a  Court-martial,  had  him  confined,  and  a  Court-  ^  9?{2^' 
martial  was  called,  which  were  two  boys,  who  were  officers  going 
to  the  West  Indies.     A  few  days  after  we  sailed  the  sentence  of 
the  Court-martial  was  read,  which  was  "tbat  the  man  was  to 
beg  Mr.  Lambert's  pardon";  but  this  was  never  done.     When 
at  Falmouth  one  of  the  female  convicts  told  me  she  heard  Mr. 
Minchin  intended  to  put  the  captain  in  irons  when  he  got  to  sea. 
This  I  paid  little  attention  to  till  I  enquired  concerning  her  author, 
whom  I  found  to  be  Minchin's  own  servant,  and  she  referred  me 
to  Mr.  Prater's  servant,  who  told  me  they  were  talking  publicly  A  rumour, 
about  it  at  dinner  before  all  the  servante.     When  I  told  it  to  the 
captain  he  informed  me  he  knew  it.     He  was  sent  for  by  a  Mr. 
Crofton,  who  was  obliged  to  leave  the  ship,  and  was  at  table  when 
it  was  mentioned.     I  have  only  one  thing  more  to  state,  and  am 
^illy  of  opinion  it  operated  much  in  turning  the  minds  of  the 
seamen  against  the  captain  and  officers,  otherwise  they  would  never 
have  come  into  the  measures  of  the  mutineers  or  obey  their  orders 
in  navigating  the  ship.     For  some  time  after  we  left  England  the 
seamen  had  free  intercourse  with  the  convict  women.   This  offended  Seamen  and 
Mr.  Minchin,  as  the  passage  to  the  great  cabin  and  to  the  steerage  ^^°n. 
was  down  the  after  hatchway.     Mr.  M.  wrote  to  the  captain  to 
keep  the  women  forwards,  and  if  he  did  not  consent  he  would  give 
orders  to  his  men  not  to  put  hand  to  a  rope  while  they  remained 
in  the  ship.     Captain  W.,  to  make  it  as  agreeable  as  possible,  sent 
the  women  forward,  and  a  sentinel  was  put  on  the  fore  hatchway, 
not  to  allow  the  seamen  to  go  down  only  on  duty.     It  would  have 
l)een  impossible  for  the  Frenchmen  to  have  kept  the  ship  many 
hojirs  had  not  Mr.  Minchin  (before  I  was  let  out  of  my  cabin) 
called  out  to  his  men  to  make  no  resistance,  and  to  give  up  their 
arms,  which  was  done  before  daylight. 

Hia  conduct  while  on  shore  at  Rio  Grand  was  infamous.     He  Minchin  and 
passed  Major  Semple  as  a  Dutch  major,  and  sat  at  the  Governor's  ^®°^P**- 
table  with  him.     The  above  is  the  most,  to  the  best  of  my  recol- 
lection and  knowledge,  that  happened.  I  am,  &c., 

Simon  Murchison, 
Late  2nd  officer  of  the  Lady  Shore. 


416 


HISTORICAL  SECOEBS  OF   NEW   SOUTH  WALES. 


The 

chaplain's 

health. 


1708         The  Rev.  Richard  Johxsox  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

12  July.        My  Lord  Duke,         Sydney,  New  S.  Wales,  12th  July,  1798. 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Grace  that  my  health  has  for 
some  time  been  upon  the  decline,  and  that  at  present  I  am  in  so 
weak  a  state  as  not  to  be  able  to  discharge  the  duties  of  my  sacred 
office.  The  faculty  here  have  frequently  given  it  as  their  opinion 
that  the  only,  or  at  least  the  most  likely,  means  of  my  health  being 
restored  is  by  returning  for  a  time  to  my  native  country. 

On  this  account,  and  that  I  may  likewise  have  an  opportunity 
of  settling  my  domestic  or  private  concerns  at  home,  I  hope  your 
Grace  will  l^e  pleased  to  represent  my  wishes  to  my  most  Gracioos 
He  oaks  for  Sovereign,  and  that  his  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  grant 
absence.  me  leave  of  absence  from  the  colony  untill  my  health  is  better ;  in 
doing  this  your  Grace  will  confer  the  greatest  obligation  upon,  4c., 
&c  Richard  Johnson. 


17  to  30  July 

The  first 
theatre. 


19  July. 


Hours  of 
labour. 


The  Sydney  Theatre.* 

July  17th  to  20th,  1798. 
The  theatre  at  Botany  Bay  was  intirely  built  by  the  convicts, 
and  cost  about  an  hundred  pounds.  With  singular  propriety,  the 
gallery  is  the  largest  part  of  the  house.  The  admission  is  one 
shilling,  which  is  paid  either  in  money  or  in  flour  or  meat.  A 
benefit  for  the  widow  of  a  soldier  who  was  drowned  produced 
twelve  pounds.  

Government  and  General  Order. 

19th  July,  1798. 
Parole — Britannia.  Countersign — England. 

The  officers  and  others  who  are  desirous  of  retaining  in  their 
service  at  their  own  expence  a  certain  number  of  labouring  people 
have  represented  to  the  Governor  that  by  the  present  mode  of  pe^ 
forming,  which  is  called  taskwork,  the  labor  performed  is  not  near 
equal  to  the  expence  of  maintaining  the  labour.  It  is  therefore 
ordered  that  the  working  people  do  return  to  the  original  working- 
hours  as  regulated  in  October,  1795,  viz. : — From  daylight  until  8 
o'clock,  work ;  from  8  until  9,  rest ;  from  9  until  ^-past  11,  work ; 
from  that  time  until  1,  rest;  from  thence  until  sunset,  work.t 
This  regulation  will  continue  until  it  shall  appear  that  by  the 
establishment  of  what  may  be  considered  as  fair  and  proper  t^ 
it  be  no  longer  necessary.  Jno.  Hunter. 

*  Reprinted  from  the  Edinburgh  Advertiser  of  18th  May,  1798.  The  theatre  was  erected 
by  an  ex-convict  named  Sidaway.  Savndert  New9-Letier  of  12th  September,  1797,  mentioDad 
that  Sidaway  was  livin^f  in  a  state  "  of  Rreot  respectability,"  and  that  he  h^d  a  oootract  (or 
serving  Uie  colony  with  bread,  and  a  free  grant  of  "  seven!  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  he 
cultivated.'* 

t  These  hours  of  labour  do  not  quite  agree  with  those  notified  In  Hunter's  Order  of  the 
0th  October,  1705,  which  wereas follows:—**  From  daylight  until  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
and  from  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  until  sunset."— Vol.  ii,  p.  823.  Tliey  ore,  however, 
identical  with  those  established  by  Government  and  General  Order  of  17th  November, 
1706.— lb.,  p.  838. 
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Government  and  General  Order.  1796 

2 1  st  July,  1798.  21  July. 

Parole — Duke,  Countersign — Marquis. 

The  Grovernor  desires  to  have  a  return  of  the  live  stock  in  tlie  Live  stock 
possession  of  officers,  settlers,  and  others,  and  also  an  account  of  c!lftivation. 
lands  cropped  with  wheat  and  what  may  be  intended  for  maize  this 
season.  The  officers  will  forward  their  returns  to  Captain  John- 
ston by  the  1st  of  August,  and  the  constables  of  the  different 
districts  will  collect  the  accounts  from  the  settlers  in  their  respec- 
tive districts,  and  forward  them  by  the  above  time  to  the  nearest 
magistrate,  who  is  requested  to  send  them  to  the  Governor  as  soon 
AS  received,  Jno.  Hunter, 


Under  Secretary  King  to  The  Transport  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen,  Whitehall,  23rd  July,  1798.         23  July. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  has  received  a  letter  from  Gov.  The  traffic 
Hunted,  dated  6th  July,  1797,*  in  which,  after  stating  the  great  »n»pWt8. 
evils  arising  from  the  introduction  of  spirituous  liquors  into  the 
settlement  of  New  South  Wales,  he  proposes,  as  appears  by  the 
within  extract  of  his  letter,  a  mode  for  preventing  the  same  by 
inserting  a  clause  in  the  charter-party  of  any  ships  sent  there, 
which  would  serve  to  deter  them  from  landing  anything  forbidden 
by  the  Port  Orders  without  a  regular  permib.  I  am  directed  by 
his  Grace  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  6th  Feb.  last,  and  to 
inform  you  that  his  Grace  particularly  desires  that  the  means  sug- 
gested by  the  Governor  may  be  taken,  in  order  to  secure  obedience 
bo  his  orders  respecting  the  landing  of  any  spirituous  liquors  with- 
Dut  his  license  or  permit  first  obtained.  I  am,  ^c, 

J.  King. 

The  Transport  Commissioners  to  Under  Secretary  King. 

Sir,  Transport  Office,  23rd  July,  1798. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  this  day's  date,  relative  to  the 
sailing  and  detention  of  the  Minerva,  convict  ship,  we  beg  you  to  The 
acquaint  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland  that  we  are  informed  w|J|"p?jJ^ 
the  Minerva  sailed  from  Gravesend  on  Saturday  last,  from  whence 
she  would  have  proceeded  some  time  before  but  for  a  disagree- 
ment which  subsisted  between  the  committee  for  shipping  at  the 
East  India  House  and  the  owner,  relative  to  a  freight  homewards 
after  the  delivery  of  the  convicts  at  New  South  Wales.  As  this 
difference  is  now  accommodated,  we  trust  no  further  delay  will 
snsae  to  the  ship  in  the  prosecution  of  her  voyage.     We  are,  <fec., 

RuPT.  George. 

Ambrose  Serle. 

John  Morsby, 

*  Ante,  p.  240.    See  also  Portland's  reply,  ante,  p.  867. 
VOL.  Ill — 2  D 
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1706  Under  Secrttabt  Kiko  to  Lobd  Oabtlsreagh. 

Sti  July.        My  Lord,  Whitehall,  24th  July,  1798. 

Having  communicated  with  the  Transport  Board  on  the 
subject  of  your  Lordship's  letter  to  me  of  the  10th  inst,  I  an 
directed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  transmit  your  Lordship^  lor 
the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  a  oofj 
of  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  the  CommisBioners  of  the 
Delay  of  the  Transport  Service,  stating  the  cause  of  the  delay  of  the  Minen% 
"^'^      convict  ship.     I  also  take  this  opportunity  of  inclosing  to  yow 
Lordship  an  extract  of  a  letter  which  has  lately  been  rec^hnBd 
from  Governor  Hunter,*  for  his  Excellency's  information,  urgiBg 
the  necessity  of  having  lists  transmitted  to  him  of  all  sueh  oonvicti 
as  are  sent  to  New  South  Wales;  and  I  am  further  directed  by  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  after  referring  your  Lordship  to  my  letters 
to  Mr.  Cooke,  of  the  9th  of  February,  1797,  and  20th  of  March, 
1798,  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  sending  to  Governor  Hunter 
Liflto  of        correct  lists  of  all  the  convicts  who  have  been  transported  froB 
ooDTiote.      Ireland  to  New  South  Wales,  including  those  now  about  to  sail  in 
the  Minerva,  which  have  not  already  been  transmitted  to  him,  and 
also  the  propriety  of  sending  by  the  Minerva  duplicates  of  ncH 
lists  as  have  already  been  transmitted  to  the  Gk>vemor. 

I  have,  &C., 
J.  Kwo. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland.! 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

26  July.        My  Lord  Duke,  25th  July,  1798. 

Hunter's  I  have  been  highly  gratified  by  the  opportunity  which  your 

chafes  of     Grace  has  afforded  me  of  replying  to  that  most  extraordinary  and 

maiadminis-  xiniust  representation  of  the  measures  which  have  been  pursued 

by  me  for  bringing  out  of  a  mass  of  the  most  unexampled  oontoium 

and  disorder  which  have  surrounded  me  in  this  settlement  eiter 

since  my  arrival,  that  order  upon  which  I  h<ave  ever  ooncwvy 

^^i.°        the  prosperity  of  the  colony  to  depend ;  by  a  man  whose  restkv^ 

ambitious,  and  litigious  disposition  has  been  so  often  experienoed 

in  this  country  and  known  both  at  the  War  Office  and  at  jM 

Grace's ;  and  which,  had  it  been  as  fully  represented  as  it  merited 

and  ought  to  have  been,  wou'd  at  least  have  occasioned  his  removal 

from  it  long  ago,  to  the  great  comfort  of  private  society,  and  no 

small  advantage  to  the  public  service.    He  is  known,  my  Lord,  to 

*  The  extract  referred  to  in  the  above  letter  is  from  Hunter's  de^Mtc^  to  Foftludttt^ 
June,  1797,  befrinning— "  The  ship  Britannia,  with  oonvicts  from  Irefauid,  antrcdtktfR" 
Ma}',"  and  cndingr— "and  will  require  some  time  to  recruit  before  we  can  set  ttsm  to 
work."— Ante,  p.  285. 

t  This  letter  was  marked  by  Governor  Hunter  as  *'  Separate  and  PaTticular.**  R  «** 
written  shortly  after  the  arrival  of  the  Barwell,  by  which  the  Duke  of  Portland  wtf 
Governor  Hunter  Captain  llocarthur's  letter  of  the  15th  September,  1790  (ante,  p.  inX^v 
the  remark  that  the  "  proper  channel  of  conveyance  for  Captain  Macarthur's  tepwcntrtte 
was  that  of  the  GoyeiBor.''— See  Portland  to  Hunter,  80th  Augost,  1797,  ante,  p.  298L 
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have  been  the  pffompter  of  all  that  violence  on  the  part  of  the      17M 
difeiid'ts  (military)  in  the  civil  prosecution  which  I  laid  before     25  Julj. 
joor  Chrace,  and  which  you  so  severely  and  so  justly  censured.* 

I  will  not,  my  Lord,  so  far  lose  sight  of  my  own  character,  nor 
the  high  respect  which  is  due  to  your  Grace,  as  to  follow  his  shame- 
fall  example,  and  to  substitute  empty  and  ill-founded  assertion 
for  positive  proof ;  but  I  will  reply  to  all  his  scandalous  insinua- 
ttcms  and  (pinions,  and  demonstrate  by  well-known  and  stubborn 
fftets  that  for  reason  which  I  will  not  attempt  to  develope,  he 
MsB  been  artfully  striving  to  mislead  your  Grace's  judgement,  A  charge  of 
and  endeavoured  to  withdraw  from  others  that  censure  which  in  SJl!S5S5i. 
opposition  to  both  truth  and  justice  he  has  attempted  to  make 
over  to  me. 

I  must  here  request  permission  to  observe  that  I  have  been 
well  inf orm'd  that  this  man  was  so  highly  captivated  by  the  a  ramoiir. 
frequent  reading  of  his  shamefull  composition  to  your  brace 
that  he  ventured  to  express  an  opinion  his  representation  would, 
without  any  enquiry  into  its  truth,  occasion  the  removal  of  the 
Ck)vemor. 

Pardon  me,  my  Lord,  if  I  observe  that  melancholy  and  distress-  Hunter's 
ing  indeed  must  be  the  situation  of  a  commander-in-chief  in  this  ^'^i^^tu- 
distant  part  of  the  world  if  such  false  and  infamous  representations  ation." 
of  his  management  by  designing  individuals  shall  pass  without 
notice.     No  man's  character  can  be  safe,  unless  be  shall  be  found 
to  suffer  the  public  interest  to  be  sacrifis'd  to  accommodate  that 
of  the  private  dealer ;  and  permit  me,  my  Lord,  to  say  farther, 
that  when  he  shall  be  known  to  do  that  with  his  eyes  open  and 
bis  judgement  dear,  he  does  then,  in  my  opinion,  merit  being 
spnm'd  from  the  service  of  his  Sovereign,  and  cast  upon  the 
world  as  a  beggar. 

Should  the  observations  which  I  may  have  occasion  to  make  Unwiuing  to 
implicate  in  the  smallest  degree  any  other  person,  I  shall  feel  ^JJ^** 
ooncem ;  but  to  so  unmerited  and  unfounded  a  representation  of 
the  various  circumstances  which  have  fallen  under  my  direction 
in  this  colony,  I  trust  I  shall  be  excused  by  your  Grace  in  saying 
every  other  consideration  must  give  way. 

.  His  observations  relative  to  the  quantity  of  ground  which  may  Produottr* 
serve  to  maintain  one  man,  and  the  length  of  time  and  strength  ^^S^^ 
requisite  to  clear  and  bring  it  into  cultivation,  I  do  not  conceive 
it  necessary  to  pay  attention  to ;  it  is  foreign  to  my  present 
purpose  ;  shall  therefore  only  observe  that  I  have  been  long 
acquainted  with  what  strength  is  necessary  for  that  kind  of  labour, 
and  also  that  I  have  had  the  opinion  of  very  superior  judges  on 
that  subject,  and  who  speak  from  real  experience.  Every  day's 
practise  in  this  country  serve  to  shew  the  absurdity  of  many  of 
his  arguments,  and  the  impracticability  of  his  theoretical  schemes. 

*  See  the  cue  of  Baoghmn,  uite»  pfu  15,  le,  17  et  teq.,  64,  65,  294. 
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1798 

25  July. 

Public 
farming. 


Macarthur'fl 
experience 
and  know« 
ledge. 


Discredited 
by  Hunter. 


Macarthur 
as  a  farmer. 


Land 
cultivated 
by  Govern* 
ment. 


Misleading 
reports. 


He  says  he  is  no  advocate  for  farming  on  the  public  account 
In  that  particular  I  have  long  held  the  same  opinion ;  but  my 
instructions  having  differed  from  such  opinion,  it  has  been  my 
duty  to  attend  as  far  as  possible  to  them,  and  this  adherence  has 
been  one  source  of  discontent  to  many  here. 

He  informs  your  Grace  that  no  officer  has  had  more  ample 
means  of  informing  himself  of  the  produce  of  the  colony  and  the 
nature  of  its  soils  than  he  has.  .His  knowledge  in  this  respect^ 
I  must  assert,  can  have  extended  no  farther  than  the  groimd 
already  in  cultivation.  I  therefore  conceive  very  limitted,  more 
confined  than  that  of  any  other  officer  in  the  colony,  for  he  lias 
no  taste  for  exploring  the  interior,  consequently  what  know- 
ledge he  may  affect  to  have  beyond  the  land  already  under  culture 
he  must  take  from  those  who  have  had  activity  enough  to  travel 
thro'  the  country.  I  will  farther  venture  to  assert,  my  Lord,  that 
the  very  limitted  knowledge  this  pretender  to  a  thorough  acquaint- 
ance with  this  country  has  can  in  no  respect  be  compared  bo  that 
which  I  do  possess,  and  which  I  have  laboured  to  gain  for  the 
information  of  Government,  that  it  might  not  be  led  into  more 
expence  than  the  nature  of  the  country  and  prospect  of  success 
might  warrant ;  but  when  traders  and  speculators  obtrude  their 
opinions  (which  will  ever  be  found  governed  by  self-interest)  upon 
his  Majesty's  minister,  there  can  be  no  safety  to  the  character  of 
that  commander-in-chief  who  shall  be  found  to  oppose  their  traffic 

What  his  judgement  as  a  farmer  may  be  I  cannot  know,  because 
I  do  not  possess  such  knowledge  myself;  but  I  am  well  assured 
that  he  assumes  much  more  than  he  ever  possessed,  and  that 
whatever  share  of  that  usefull  information  he  may  possess,  it  has 
been  gain'd  here  in  so  very  short  a  period  as  not  to  warrant  the 
value  he  so  ostentatiously  sets  upon  it;  and  I  will  maintain, 
my  Lord,  that  there  are  officers  here  whose  judgement  is  so  fitf 
superior  (but  possessed  with  more  modesty)  that  they  will  not 
admit  a  comparison.  As  a  proof,  either  of  the  truth  of  tJiis 
opinion  or  of  his  intention  to  deceive  me,  I  beg  leave  to  mention 
that,  upon  my  arrival,  having  found  this  person  in  ao  office 
created  by  L'-Govr.  Grose  as  an  assistant  to  the  Governor,  I  went 
with  him  over  the  public  grounds  clear'd  by  order  of  Governor 
Phillip.  He  inf  omi'd  me  that  there  was  scarcely  an  acre  fit  for 
cultivation — that  it  wou'd  be  a  waste  of  laboxir  and  of  seed  to 
work  it ;  this  was  evidently  design'd  to  mislead  me,  who  did  not 
pretend  to  agricultural  judgement.  I  rested  my  opinions  there- 
fore upon  his,  and  gave  them  to  your  Grace  in  my  letter  No.  9.* 
I  have  since  prov'd  that  such  opinion  was  erroneous,  and  given 
no  doubt  for  the  above  purpose,  by  the  quantity  of  wheat  and 
maize  I  rais'd  from  a  part  of  those  grounds  on  the  public  account 
last  year ;  the  crops  were  superior  to  most  in  the  colony.  I  will 
also  maintain,  my  Lord,  that  had  I  not  placed  so  much  confidence 

^  Ante,  p.  89. 
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in  this  very  man's  opinions  some  considerable  expence  might  have  1708 
been  avoided  ;  he  did  all  in  his  power,  whilst  he  found  himself  in  25  July, 
possession  of  that  confidence,  to  give  my  opinion  on  such  mattei*s 
as  I  had  not  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  myself  an  improper 
turn.  His  restless,  arrogant,  and  overbearing  turn  of  disposition 
occasioned  me  much  vexation  in  complaints  from  others  ;  the 
power  which  I  plac'd  in  his  hands  was  exercised  to  the  disturbance 
of  peace  and  harmony. 

Tlie  Chief  Surgeon  complained  that  his  assistants  were  not  The  Chief 
permitted  to  manage  the  concerns  of  their  own  department  in  the  oSS^,ft. 
public  hospitals,  thro'  his  improper  interference.  His  arguments 
were  that  he  wanted  to  correct  abuses  in  the  hospital.  But  it  was 
known  to  be  the  effect  of  malicious  prejudice.  He  had  notliing 
to  do  but  represent,  and  the  Chief  Surgeon,  whose  duty  it  was, 
wou'd  have  been  ordered  to  investigate  such  abuse. 

The  Commissary  complained  that  his  interference  with  Ids  duty  The  Com- 
was  such  as  cou'd  not  be  suffered  unless  it  were  found  necessary  "a^aint. 
to  remove  him  from  his  office;  that  he  issued  from  the  public 
store  in  the  most  lavish  manner  such  articles  of  stores  and  cloath- 
ing,  and  to  such  persons  as  he  pleased,  and  thereby  embarrassed 
bis  accounts,  as  well  as  created  much  improper  expence  ;  that  he 
open'd  the  public  store  for  the  reception  of  grain  from  such  persons 
as  he  was  disposed  to  serve,  and  shut  it  against  those  who  were 
not  in  his  favour ;  that  the  Commissary  was  not  suffered  to  have 
a  share  in  the  duty  for  wliich  he  w^as  responsible.   A  voucher  for 
these  truths  your  Grace  shou'd  have  had  if  the  Commissary  had 
been  in  the  colony.     The  servants  of  the  Crown  were  given  away  Alleged  mal- 
or  lent  in  considerable  numbers  to  whom  he  thought  proper,  and  ^"^^  ^'* 
he  had  in  his  own  service  whatever  number  he  cou'd  employ ;  it 
was  by  these  means  that  he  gain'd  his  superiority  over  others  on 
his  farms. 

I  must  insist,  my  Lord,  most  respectfully  that  it  was  the  reduc- 
tion of  this  unbounded  power  that  determined  liim  in  this  dark 
and  unpardonable  manner  to  study  and  connive  in  the  most  art- 
full  and  plausible  way  to  lay  to  my  account  those  errors  which 
the  whole  colony  know  shou'd  be  charg'd  to  others — those  errors, 
I  mean,  which  relate  to  the  expences  of  the  colony,  and  which  I  The 
have  already  said  so  much  upon,  and  whenever  call'd  upon  can  thecoiony. 
shew  from  what  sourses  they  deriv'd  their  origin. 

I  trust  your  Grace  will  pardon  my  observing  that  highly  as  I 
feel  myself  honoured  by  his  Majesty's  Commission  as  the  Governor 
of  this  settlement,  and  anxious  as  I  shall  ever  be  to  do  my  utmost 
for  its  advancement,  or  for  any  other  part  of  his  Majesty's  service 
to  which  I  may  be  call'd,  had  I  known  the  plan  which  was  laid  f^^ 
for  my  embarrassment  (for  it  had  every  appearance,  and  I  shall 
ever  consider  it  as  a  meditated  uniform  plan)  I  shou'd  have 
doubted  the  safety  of  my  character  in  undertaking  it ;  and  excuse 
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1708      me,  my  Lord,  for  saying  that,  altho'  I  possess  not  a  shilling  intfe 
ss  July,     world  but  my  Commission  in  his  Majesty's  navy,  the  salary  of 
my  present  appointment  wou'd  have  been  to  me  no  c^ject^  had  it 
been  ten  times  as  much  as  it  is. 

My  forbidding  those  interferences  with  the  dntys  and  depart- 
Macarthur's  ments  of  Other  officers  occasioned  this  man's  resignation  of  that 
gna  on.  ^^^y*  which  I  had  not  the  smallest  desire  he  shou'd  oontinne 
to  do,  for  his  great  object  was  clearly  to  render  the  Grovemor's 
authority  subservient  to  his  own  views  and  intrests,  to  the  grati- 
fication of  his  caprice  and  malice,  and  to  the  benefit  of  a  few 
sycophants  who  were  encouraged  and  constantly  employing  them- 
selves in  bearing  to  him  their  remarks  upon  the  private  conduct 
and  concerns  of  others.  My  situation  became  truly  irksome  thro* 
these  means,  and  I  was  glad  he  ofiered  to  resign,  because  I  was 
fully  of  opinion  I  should  have  found  it  necessary  to  have  said  I 
wou'd  dispense  with  his  farther  services. 

t^dioQ ^  ^^'  ^c-^^b"^'  adverts  to  his  having  offered  to  maintain  <mi» 
victswith  hundred  men  with  bread  free  of  expence  to  the  Crown,  t  This 
bread.  wonderful  offer  was  made  to  me  in  a  language  or  manner  whidi 

he  expected  wou'd  captivQ,te  without  any  serious  consideration 
of  its  real  value,  and  he  says  I  declin'd  to  accept  of  it.  That  I 
declin'd  to  accept  it  is  a  fact,  and  he  knew  for  what  reasons,  bat 
he  has  carefully  conceal'd  them  from  your  Grace. 

The  labouring  servants  of  the  Crown  had  been  before  my  arrival 
^*^*^S*  in  this  colony  given  away,  were  scatter'd  all  over  the  country,  and 
were  employed  for  the  benefit  of  private  individuals.  I  was  not 
in  possession  of  the  number  he  ask'd  for,  which  I  am  convinced 
was  the  reason  he  apply'd  for  them.  Neither  had  this  advocate 
for  propriety  and  for  the  public  intrest  candour  enough  to  gtn 
me  the  necessary  information  which  might  have  enabled  me  to 
recover  them.  How  they  were  scatter*d,  and  under  whose  author- 
ity they  were  suffered  to  be  lost  to  the  public,  he  well  knows;  and 
I  have  already  explained  in  my  separate  letter  of  the  12th  of 
Novr.,  1796.  J  The  offer  he  made  upon  this  occasion  I  shou'd  haw 
conceived  myself  highly  censurable  had  I  paid  the  smallest  atten- 
tion to  it,  because  in  that  case  every  work  of  a  public  nature 
The  oosfc  of  must  have  stood  still.  But  I  will  submit  to  your  Grace  whether 
^vK?*^  the  public  or  private  individual  wou'd  have  been  the  gainer  Iff 
this  absurd  offer.  The  daily  wages  of  a  labouring  man  (without 
providing  food)  was  at  that  time  five  shillings,  or  something  more^ 
and  the  price  of  bread  was  about  2  Jd.  per  fb.  Supposing  a  man 
to  receive  2  fi).  per  day,  that  would  amount  to  fivepence ;  for  this 


*  The  post  of  Inspector  of  Public  Works  at  Parraniatta. — See  the  oorrespondenoe 
Hunter  and  Macarthur  relative  to  the  tatter's  resi^ation,  ante,  pp.  20-29. 

t  Hacarthur's  offer  mill  be  found  in  his  letter  to  Hunter  of  15ta  Aqgast^  1798,  aatei  p>ll* 
Hunter's  repl3',  on  the  18th  idem,  will  be  found  on  p.  70,  ante. 

I  In  Hwitei's  sepaxato  letter  of  12th  November,  1796,  anti^  pi  lOft. 
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mighty  saving  to  Government  of  fivepenoe  he  would  have  gained      1796 
more  than  five  shillings  in  labour.     It  is  evident,  my  Lord,  that     25  juiy. 
his  offer  upon  this  occasion  could  only  have  been  intended  to 
answer  the  end  to  which  he  has  applied  it. 

The  many  errors  which  he  says  wants  correction  are  those  a  legacy 
which  were  established  after  the  departure  of  Govr.  Phillip  and  Hunter's 
previous  to  my  arrival,  and  to  which  I  sliall  never  cease  to  attri-  predeo^wor. 
bate  all  the  expences  complain'd  of,  and  I  am  prepar'd  to  prove 
this  to  be  the  case  whenever  it  may  be  necessary.     I  beg  to  say 
that  I  am  not  singular  in  this  opinion.     The  errors  were  :     The 
sudden  change  of  a  system  of  orderly  Government,  founded  upon 
his  Majesty's  instructions  to  the  Governor,  and  tlie  laws  estab- 
lish'd  for  such  Government.     This  plan  existed  when  I  left  the 
colony  in  1791 — in  the  end  of  1792,  or  beginning  of  '93,  another 
of  a  very  different  nature  took  place,  and  soon  after  that  licentious, 
abandoned,  and  profligate  conduct  which  Mr.  McArthur  mentions 
and  affects  to  condemn  began  to  shew  itself.     The  officers  chartered  (gartering 
the  Britannia;  a  large  quantity  of  spirits  were  imported,  and  a  Britannia. 
trade  began  with  the  settlers  and  lower  orders  of  the  people,  the 
effects  of  which  will  be  long  felt,  and  was  the  ruin  of  many  before 
industrious  people,  the  distruction  of  all  moral  order.     And  this 
man  so  strenuous  an  advocate  for  such  order  and  good  manage- 
ment was  one  of  the  most  extensive  dealers  in  the  colony.     To 
this  unfortunate  system,  founded  upon  the  ruins  of  all  decency  introduc- 
and  civil  order,  all  our  misfortunes  and   expences  have  been  traSe'iy 
owing.     Your  Grace  may  probably  think  that  what  I  now  repre-  offlcerg. 
sent,  after  what  I  have  formerly  written,  to  be  superfluous,  but 
I  am  desirous  of  making  it  clear  by  respectable  proofs  that  the 
letter  of  this  medling  person  to  your  Grace  is  an  artfull  attempt 
to  conceal  himself  from  that  notice  which  his  troublesome  dispo- 
sition in  this  settlement  may  have  expos'd  him  to. 

It  is  my  intention  to  lay  before  your  Grace  the  candid  opinion  Opinions  of 
of  the  two  clergymen,  as  well  in  their  clerical  character  as  in  that  ^^^  ^T° 
ol  the  civil  magistrate.  I  will  also  transmit  a  representation  of 
an  attack  made  upon  a  magistrate  by  this  very  man,  for  doing, 
what  he  conceived  his  duty,  a  disposition  which  has  often  been 
conspicuous  in  him  ever  since  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  re-establish 
the  authority  of  the  civil  power,  a  power  which  it  is  known  has 
in  this  country  been  his  abhorrence. 

Your  Grace  will  also  receive  observations  made  by  a  gentleman 
long  resident  upon  the  spot  where  this  man's  duty  as  an  officer  lay. 

I  shall  likewise  transmit  replys  made  to  his  assertions*  against 
Mr.  Atkins,  whom  he  wish'd  to  have  prosecuted  criminally  for  a  Macarthur 
letter  which  he  had  written  to  him,  a  copy  of  which  letter  it  may  *"^  ^^^^^ 
also  be  proper  to  inclose,  to  shew  the  occasion  he  had  for  desiring 
to  prosecute;  but  it  may  also  be  proper  to  observe  that  Mr.  Atkins 
had   previously  applied   to  prosecute  him   for  those  assertions 

*  These  charges  will  be  f  oimd  on  pp.  128, 124,  ante. 
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1708  which  he  had  laid  before  your  Grace  as  a  proof  that  I  had  not 
25  July,  done  him  justice  in  his  difference  with  this  gentleman.  It  was  not 
convenient  to  the  public  service  that  Mr.  Atkins  should  at  that 
time  be  gratified.  He  therefore  attempted  by  writing  the  letter 
alluded  to  to  make  it  a  more  private  matter,  for  which  he  was 
severly  censured  by  me. 
Profligacy.  He  well  knows  that  the  profligacy  he  has  mentioned  I  have 
from  the  beginning  exerted  every  means  in  my  power  to  get  the 
better  of,  but  in  vain,  whilst  he  and  others  supply  the  means  of 
keeping  it  alive. 

The  convict  prostitutes  he  mentions,  I  presume,  are  those  living 
with  some  of  his  brother-officers  and  others,  and  are  not,  as  he 
asserts,  furnished  with  servants  from  amongst  the  convicts ;  but 
more  probably  such  as  their  respective  keepers  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  supplying  them  with,  either  from  the  military  or  other 
quarters.  If,  therefore,  the  officers  have  soldiers  for  such  purpose, 
if  disapproved,  must  reflect  upon  those  who  permit  it;  he  has 
artfully  attempted  to  cast  this  censure  where  it  cannot  apply.  If 
he  means  women  servants,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  wiU  not  be 
considered  by  your  Grace  as  a  censurable  indulgence  to  allow  the 
officers  such  female  servants  as  may  be  requisite  for  washing  and 
cleaning  their  houses. 

To  repeat  what  I  have  already  so  fully  written  I  am  very 
unwilling,  and  "will  endeavour  to  avoid. 

His  plausible  plan*  for  the  propagation  of  swine  is  one  of  his 
new  theorys,  and  he  is  not,  or  ought  not  to  be,  a  stranger  to  the 
impracticability  of  such  plan,  in  the  present  state  of  the  colony. 
Had  it  taken  place  in  the  beginning,  when  there  were  but  few 
settlers,  it  might  for  a  time  have  answered;  but  after  the  introduc- 
tion of  such  numbers  of  the  very  worst  description  of  convicts  it 
will  reqmre  time  to  discoverwho  are  the  fittest  characters  to  intrust 
with  the  care  of  the  public  stock.  When  I  arrived  in  the  colony 
he  took  much  pains  to  convince  me  how  very  expensive  it  would 
prove  to  Government  to  attempt  the  rearing  any  number  of  such 
animals.  I  did  conceive  it  to  be  as  he  said,  and  I  shar'd  that  which 
Government  had  amongst  such  persons  as  he  recommended  for  their 
care.  I  am  yet  convinced  of  its  truth,  altho'  he  may,  probably, 
have  changed  his  opinion  to  answer  some  highly  improper  purpose. 

It  will  be  found  that  I  have  never  iaiVd  upon  every  proper 
occasion  to  hold  out  every  possible  encouragement  for  the  rearing 
this  kind  of  stock,  as  well  as  of  every  other ;  but  I  cannot  sul>- 
mit,  my  Lord,  to  have  my  conduct  judged  of  and  represented  in 
this  treacherous  manner  by  every  impertinent  trader  in  this 
country,  of  whom  it  is  highly  necessary  it  shou'd  be  purg'd. 

*  See  Macarthur'8  observations  on  stock-breeding,  enclosed  in  his  letter  to  the  Duke  of 
Portland  of  15th  September,  1796,  ante,  p.  135. 
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The  settlers  said  to  be  fix'd  upon  land  without  assertaining  the      1796 
nature  of  the  soil  was  an  act  of  his  own  commanding  officer,  and     ^s  Joij-. 
not  of  mine,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were  settled  I  have  ^' — 
aheady  ezplain'd  in  my  separate  letter  before  mentioned,  to  which  Grose's  tioie. 
upon  this  occasion  I  beg  to  refer  your  Grace.*     The  whole  of  that 
part  of  Mr.  McArthur's  letter  which  relates  to  the  settlers  is  a 
striking  reflection  upon  both  those  officers  who  commanded  in 
the  interval  between  Govt,  Phillip's  departure  and  my  arrival, 
and  cannot  in  the  smallest  degree  effect  any  of  my  arrangements. 
Your  Grace  is  already  in  possession  of  my  observations  upon  that 
subject. 

The  quantity  of  maize  which  he  says  was  purchased  by  my  PurchaMof 
order,  when  there  was  a  considerable  stock  in  store,  was  a  measure  '"*^- 
which  took  place  a  few  days  after  my  arrival,  and  may  be  seen 
m  the  Public  Orders  of  the  29th  Septr.  and  2nd  October,  1795,t 
a  copy  of  which  your  Grace  is  in  possession.     This  purchase  was 
most  particularly  recommended  by  this  very  man,  and  reasons 
were  given  for  it  in  my  letter  No.  9.|     He  first  pointed  out  to 
me  the  possibility  of  accident  to  the  wheat  harvest,  which  occa- 
sioned the  first  Order  of  the  29th  Septr.     I  had  no  sooner  given 
out  that  than  he  informed  me  that  he  f ear'd  the  settlers  would  not 
pay  attention  to  it  unless  I  wou'd  promise  to  take  the  crop  off 
their  hands,  and  that  in  case  of  a  failure  in  our  wheat  the  settle- 
ment wou'd  be  without  food,  for  at  that  time  we  had  no  salt  meat 
in  the  colony.     At  this  time  I  had  the  most  perfect  confidence  in  Hunter 
the  opinions  he  gave,  being  then  a  stranger,  without  the  necessary  MmSS^fa 
information  or  any  knowledge  of  the  man  I  confided  in.     The***^^**** 
whole  of  this  conduct  was  a  scene  of  imposition  and  duplicity. 
There  was  not  a  spark  of  candour  to  be  found.    All  were  absorb'd 
in  their  own  interests  and  views,  and  none  more  so  than  this  man, 
who  possessed  my  perfect  confidence  untill  I  discovered  what  were 
his  objects.     This  maize  was,  however,  not  attended  with  any 
loss,  but  such  as  all  grain  is  liable  to  in  granary,  and  it  has  pre- 
vented my  purchasing  any  since  untill  the  present  season.     It 
also  enabled  me  to  lend  to  those  whose  crops  fail'd  the  following 
season,  and  whose  live  stock  must  in  consequence  have  perish'd. 

The  receiving  of  grain  at  the  different  stores,  he  says,  is  The  receipt 
intrusted  to  the  superintendants  who  assist  the  Commissary,  and  ^^^^^^ 
he  asserts  it  is  done  without  the  smallest  attempt  to  guard 
against  imposition.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  how  he  should 
understand  what  steps  are  taken  to  guard  against  imposition; 
the  Clommissary  certainly  does  neither  consult  him  how  his  duty 
IB  to  be  done,  nor  informs  him  of  what  orders  he  may  receive  from 
time  to  time  relative  to  that  duty.  It  was  but  very  lately  that 
a  discovery  was  made  which  created  some  suspicion ;  directions 
were  immediately  given  that  the  proper  steps  be  pursued  for 
ascertaining  whether  there  were  just  grounds  for  such  suspicion  ; 

*  Ante,  p.  167.  t  VoL  li,  p.  822.  t  Ante,  p.  89. 
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1708      it  prov'd  that  the  storekeeper  acquitted  himself,  but  as  there  kad 

S5  July,     been  some  impropriety  in  his  general  conduct  I  dismiju'd  Idmiroi 

-— •       his  office.*     This  was  the  man  whom  he  says  is  authQris'd  to  ffn 

keeper  die-    receipts  to  any  amount  without  the  possibility  of  tletectioiL   6tA 

miesed.        declaration  to  persons  unacquainted  with  the  manner  of  ndi 

receipts  and  issues  might  carry  some  probability  with  it ;  but  I 

will  maintain  that  his  assertion  on  this  subject  is  wholly  Hft- 

f ounded,  and  that  it  is  not  possible  a  fraud  of  this  nature  oml  pMi 

without  detection,  unless  the  Commissary  shall  prove  unworili^ 

his  office. 

storing  The  quantity  of  grain  taken  into  the  store  is  calculated  to  serw 

^^.^       a  certain  number  of  people  for  a  certain  space  of  time.     If  it  is 

found  to  have  lasted  that  time,  and  fed  that  number  of  pemnt 

at  a  stated  ration,  there  cannot  have  been  any  fraud  oommiMd; 

if  it  shou'd  not,  and  there  has  appear'd  a  greater  deficiency  iSb/m 

what  is  common  to  grain  kept  in  granary  in  a  warm  climate^  tii0 

loss  will  be  to  the  Commissary,  in  whose  charge  the  steres  m 

general  are.     I  will  beg  leave  for  one  moment  to  observe,  wj 

Lord,  that  supposing  the  whole  of  the  officers  in  the  servkeif 

Government,  acting  under  the  direction  of  the  'Governor  in  tUi 

colony,  or  in  any  other,  shou'd  prove  unworthy  their  office,  how, 

DetM^tion  of  I  might  venture  to  ask,  are  they  to  be  detected  if  those  who  pn> 

^^  '  tend  to  know  they  are  fraudulent  do  not  st^  forward  and  hmg 

them  to  justice  ?    This  I  concave  to  be  the  duty  of  every  offioov 

whatever  his  station  or  profession.     If,  therefore,  he  sospectrf 

anything  of  this  nature  it  was  his  duty  to  have  given  infonnatioiii 

and  not  to  have  insinuated  such  misconduct  without  more  oertttB 

grounds  against  the  officer  whose  duty  he  attacks. 

But  the  manner  in  which  the  public  stores  were  managed  bj 

this  man  when  he  had  the  command  at  Parramatta,   and  wca'd 

not  suffer  the  Commissary  to  do  the  duty  he  was  responsiUe  for, 

did  certainly  expose  the  public  to  enumerable  impositions.    A 

A  counter-    person  of  respectability,  now  here,  assured  me  that  he  had  affiend 

charge.        ^  quantity  of  grain  to  the  public  store  during  that  arbitniy 

authority  over  the  Commissary  Department,  and  after  long  aeli^ 

itation  for   its  being   received  he  was  informed  that  he  flhonV 

have  his  bill ;  but  the  grain  cou'd  not  be  received — ^it  might  omi- 

tinue  where  it  was  untill  wanted.     He  received  his  bill,  and  tki 

grain  continued  expos'd  to  the  weather  untill  it  was  destroy^ 

and  that  this  was  the  case  with  some  others.     These,  your  GfiMX 

will  allow,   were  impositions  upon  the  public  purse  of  a  noBt 

serious  nature,  and  are  not  mere  assertions,  but,  were  it  neocGsaiy, 

The  alleged  wou'd  be  deposed  to.     My  endeavours  to  put  a  stop  to  mdk 

disputes.      shamefuU  practices,  which  were  probably  convenient  to  many,  «• 

the  chief  cause  of  those  false  and  ill-founded  representatioos  d 

circumstances  which  were  only  known  to  exist  to  the  public  di^- 

advantage  during  the  time  in  which  the  original  regulatioBS  aad 

Ante,  pp.  408,  404. 
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eiTil  goverament  of  ihe  settlement  were  suspended,  and  which  1703 

have  oblig'd  me,  contrary  to  my  natural  disposition,  to  mention  25^^117. 
mnch  which  I  shcm'd  not  otherwise  have  troubled  your  Grace 


The  vessels  he  mentions  from  India  upon  voyages  of  specula-  Indian 
tknn  he  has  good  cause  to  understand  what  their  cargos  consisted  ^^^'^'^^^^* 
o^   because  it  is  known  here  that  part  of  those   cargos  were 
oonsign'd  to  him,  and  his  whole  time,  having  no  professional 
duty  to  occupy  it,  was  engag'd  in  traffic.       The  circumstance  he 
mentions  respecting  the  purchase  of  sugar  is,  in  itself,  so  infa- 
nous,  so  mean  an  attempt,  that  I  wou'd  not  condescend  to  take 
notice  of  it  were  it  not  to  satisfy  your  Grace  that  I  have  not  the 
most  distant  recollection  of  it,  the  Commissary  not  being  on  the 
ipot;  but  it  must  appear  that  were  the  fact  as  stated  by  him 
it  must  have  proceeded  from  some  neglect  of  duty  in  the  proper 
officer,  and  not  a  matter  known  to  or  countenanc'd  by  me — in 
diort,  my  Lord,  this  man  is  so  engaged  in  a  low  mean  manner  of  a  wholesale 
carrying  on  a  disgraoefull  trade  in  this  colony  that  he  is  desirous  *^***'*^- 
oi  implicating  every  character  in  the  settlem^t,  however  respect- 
able and  beyond  his  reach,  in  the  same  disgrace. 

The  papers  which  I  inclose  will,  I  trust,  shew  how  far  vice  and  The 
immiorality  have,  or  have  not,  been  countenanc'd  or  encouraged 
nnoe  my  arrival ;  they  will  also  serve  to  place  in  a  conspicuous 
niint  of  view  the  horrid  depravity  and  wickedness  of  this  man's 
heart.     His  observation  relative  to  the  vice  and  profligacy  of  the 
lower  orders  of  the  people  I  will  agree  in  the  truth  of,  and  your 
Qtwob  will  recollect  how  much  I  have  said  upon  it  in  my  public 
correspondence.     But  let  me  ask  him,   under  whose  authority 
were  the  people  suffered  to  indulge  in  licentiousness,  drunkenness,  Lioentioiw- 
and  every  abominable  act  of  dissipation  ?     When  the  clergy  were  ti^,^iu2^ 
allow'd  to  be  insulted  in  the  streets  without  receiving  any  kind  regime. 
o€  redress,  and  rendered  incapable  of  performing  the  dutys  of 
their  sacred  oflice  on  the  Sabbath  Day,  from  the  numbers  of 
dmnken  soldiers  and  convicts  surrounding  the  outside  of  the 
place  of  public  worship,  and  often  engag'd  in  card-playing  and 
riot ;  let  me  ask  this  pretended  advocate  for  the  moral  conduct 
of  the  people,  what  were  his  answers  to  the  clergyman  when  he 
compUuned  to  him  of  such  shamefull  and  unpardonable  excesses, 
and  on  the  spot,  too,  where  his  duty  lay,  and  where  he  commanded  ? 
Will   he  venture  to  say  that  such  shamefull  conduct  have  been 
permitted  in  my  time  ?     No,  my  Lord,  he  cannot ;  he  well  knows 
the   steps   which   have   been  unremittingly  pursu'd  by  me  for 
snppressing  it,  and  the  dangerous  trade  which  occasion'd  it,  and  in 
iriuch  he  had  no  very  inconsiderable  share.      He  also  knows  the  Hunter 
good  effects  of  my  endeavours  to  that  end ;  he  is  cautious  to  have 
avoid  mentioning  any  act  of  mine  which  had  for  its  object  the  ^^^  * 
public  advantage  of  the  colony ;  he  is  carefully  silent  upon  the 
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eflTects  of  the  civil  police  established  by  me,  and  through  which 
every  inhabitant  can  now  sleep  in  security. 

His  observations  respecting  the  want  of  barns,  granarys,  and 
other  public  buildings  is  a  circumstance  wliich  I  cou*d  not  have 
believ'd  any  man  in  this  colony  cou'd  have  had  the  effrontery  to 
charge  me  with.  This  attempt  is  of  itself  sufficient  to  stamp  aU 
his  assertions  with  falsehood  and  malice.  Your  Grace  has  my 
very  early  complaints  upon  that  unfortunate  want  in  letters  N«l 
6  and  8.*  I  saw  it  soon  after  my  arrival,  and  altho'  I  was  not 
then  so  fully  acquainted  with  the  danger  of  this  difficiency  as  I 
now  am,  yet  I  consider'd  it  at  that  time  a  very  great  misfortiui& 
The  only  barn  ever  built  on  the  public  account  before  my  arrival 
was  by  Govr.  Phillip  at  Toongabbe;  it  was  blown  down  some 
time  before  I  reach'd  the  colony,  and  I  found  its  ruins  only,  M 
well  as  that  of  the  whole  little  town  of  Parramatta  and  Toon- 
gabbe, where  I  cou*d  scarsely  find  a  hutt  to  shelter  the  convictB. 
Why  this  barn  was  not  rebuilt  and  those  hutts  kept  in  repair 
this  man  who  had  been  allowed  the  whole  management  of  ti* 
public  works  in  that  district  can  best  tell,  and  I  am  convinced 
were  he  to  declare  the  fact  he  cou'd  only  reply  that  it  was  designed 
as  one  of  those  embarrassments  with  which  the  new  naval  Goverrwf\ 
was  to  contend. 

The  wheat  which  he  says  stood  in  stack  untill  it  was  destroy*^ 
by  vermin  is  not  a  fact,  but  was  what  this  man  assured  me  w^ 
not  worth  thrashing,  and  the  superintendant  who  reap'd  it  di^ 
corroborate  this  opinion,  and  said  farther  that  he  endeavoured  t^ 
prevail  on  the  then  commanding  officer  to  have  it  burned  up  ot^ 
the  field  rather  than  to  reap  what  was  not  worth  cutting.    Ye^ 
this  very  crop  was  cutt,  and  the  secretary  assured  me  it  was  returnee^ 
to  Government  at  the  rate  of  sixteen  bushels  an  acre,  and  left  tc^ 
me  at  that,  altho'  we  received  only  about  one  hundred  bushels  frooP- 
the  whole  crop,  which,  for  want  of  the  above  bam,  was  thrash't 
upon  a  cloth  in  the  field.      I  had  after  those  reports  ordered  ther 
stacks  to  be  puird  down  in  my  presence  to  ascertain  the  truth, 
and  found  little  but  straw.      But  it  was  then  the  custom  not  to 
receive  the  grain  of  Government  into  store  whilst  officers  had  any 
to  supply  untill  I  chose  to  alter  this  mode. 

My  judgement  in  the  art  of  farming  or  the  management  of 
land  may  well  be  disputed,  because  I  have  been  bred  to  a  different 
profession.  But  my  integrity  and  zeal  in  the  public  service  I 
trust  most  confidently  will  not  yield  to  that  of  any  officer  beariiig 
his  Majesty's  Commission,  however  high  their  rank.  If  tboae 
qualitys  of  which  I  boast  the  possession  shou'd  require  the  stan? 
of  other  authoritys  to  convince  your  Grace  as  to  their  truth,  to 
whom  I  can  only  be  known  from  my  present  situation,  I  migh* 
refer  to  two-thirds  of  the  flag  officers  and  captains  on  the  naw 
list,  at  the  head  of  which  stands  a  noble  man  (Earl  Howe),  hy 
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whom,  it  is  my  pride  to  say,  I  have  been  patronised  for  many      17W 
years,  and  wholly  thro'  the  knowledge  his  Lordship  had  of  that     £6  July, 
int^rity  and  that  zeal  as  well  as  general  conduct  as  an  officer 
under  his  immediate  command. 

The  several  papers  I  inclose  for  your  Grace's  information  I  The 
most  particularly  request  may  be  read  in  your  immediate  presence;  ®"*^'<''"'^- 
by  them  I  trust,  my  Lord,  you  will  be  enabled  to  form  some  judge- 
ment of  this  artfull,  med'Ung,  and  troublesome  person,  who  has 
taken  so  unwarrantable  a  liberty  with  the  dutys  of  the  Grovemor, 
who,  permit  me  to  assure  your  Grace,  desires  no  other  support  in 
his  public  character  than  his  conduct  and  situation  intitle  him  to  j 
in  his  private  can  support  himself. 

I  shall  only  add,  farther,  my  Lord,  in  this  place  that  the  sacred 
character  of  our  Saviour,  were  he  to  appear  in  this  colony  in  its 
present  state,  wou'd  not  be  secure  from  the  dark  attack  of  those 
whose  private  views  he  might  oppose  in  favour  of  the  public  j^  utoooA 
interest.  There  are  people  here  who  wou'd  most  readily  prepair  Crudibdon. 
for  His  sacred  head  another  crown  of  thorns,  and  erect  another 
cross  for  His  second  crucifixion  ;  and  none  I  am  persuaded  more 
80  than  the  person  of  whom  I  have  complained.     I  have,  Ac, 

Jno.  Hunter. 

P.S. — ^Two  letters  amongst  Capt.  McArthur's  inclosures  having 
escap'd  my  notice,  I  am  obliged  to  trespass  a  few  moments  longer 
upon  your  Grace's  time,  in  order  to  expose  the  shamefull  design  Macarthor's 
of  those  letters.     The  one  is  addressed  to  Capt.  Paterson,  who  had  StSJo^ 
the  care  of  his  letter  to  your  Grace,  the  other  to  Col.  Grose  in  "<i  Groae. 
London;*  in  both  those  letters  he  indeavours  to  interest  those 
officers  in   the  extraordinary  conduct  he   has   pursued,  and   to 
impress  upon  their  minds  that  he  had  received  information  that 
it  was  my  intention  to  make  some  representation  to  your  Grace 
to  his  disadvantage.     I  know  it  to  be  impossible,  my  Lord,  that 
he  cou*d  ever  have  received  such  information,  because  I  was  wholly 
unacquainted  myself  with  any  such  design;  consequently  no  person  u  "e"^''* 
whatever  cou'd  have  had  it  from  me.   I  never  had  the  most  distant  action, 
idea  of  troubling  your  Grace  with  his  name  until  he  anounc'd  by 
a  letter  to  me  an  intention  of  writing  your  Grace  upon  the  con- 
cerns of  the  Governor's  duty.     I  had  not  untill  then  bestow'd  a 
single  thought  about  him  of  sufficient  importance  to  trouble  your 
Grace  with,  although  I  have  long  been  of  opinion  that  his  trouble- 
some turn  of  mind  should  have  been  made  known  much  sooner 
tlian  it  has  been ;  but  whilst  it  cou'd  be  avoided  it  has  been  my  dis- 
position to  take  no  notice  of  it  untill  his  conduct  and  interference 
with  my  duty  rendered  it  no  longer  possible  or  proper  to  be  silent. 

This  pretended  information  respecting  my  design  is  of  too 
flunsy  a  texture  not  to  be  seen  to  have  been  intended  to  cover 
^t  part  of  his  conduct  which  is  not  defensible  in  any  other  way, 

*  These  letters  will  be  found  on  p.  110,  ante. 
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1708      and  to  conceal  a  degree  of  malevolence  which  he  has  no  otivr 

95^  July.     ^^7  ^^  palliate.     Gapt.  Paterson  declar'd  to  me  in  CkivemnMit 

— -       House  before  his  departure  that  he  endeaTour'd  to  persuade  km 

Patenon.      that  he  was  wrong  in  writing  such  a  letter  as  your  Qrace  reoaVd 

from  him.     And  I  am  convinced  that  he  did  so  from  a  oonvictkm 

that  his  representations  cou'd  not  in  any  way  apply  to  me.    The 

copy  of  this  sentence  oi  a  Regimental  Court-martial^*  by  which  two 

soldiers  had  been  tried  upon  a  complaint  of  having  been  detected 

Robbing  the  in  robbing  the  Government  garden,  which  he  chooses  to  call  the 

gaiden.        Governor's  garden,  is  clearly  an  artfull  attempt  to  influenoe  tbe 

opinion  of  the  Lieut.-Colonel,  because  all  who  were  oa  the  90k 

know  how  common  robberys  of  that  nature  were  at  that  tiiN^ 

and  upon  that  place,  although  under  the  care  of  the  military,  iriio 

had  a  guard-house  at  the  gate  of  it,  and  to  whose  use  great  put 

of  its  produce  was  applied  by  my  particular  orders.     They  had 

not  industry  enough  to  cultivate  for  themselves  or  to  employ  theur 

leisure  hours  to  so  good  a  purpose.  J.H. 

[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Chief  Surgeon  Balmain  to  GbvERiroR  Huntkb. 

Sir,  Sydney,  18th  June,  179& 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  24th  ult,  ^eq^u^ 
ing  me  to  assist  your  recollection  touching  improper  interferenon 
in  the  immediate  line  of  my  duty  as  the  chief  surgeon,  and  alee 
desiring  me  to  furnish  you  with  the  particulars  of  the  oppositMB 
and  personal  ill-treatment  I  met  with  in  attempting  as  a  ciffl 
magistrate  to  put  the  law  in  force  against  the  soldiers  of  the 
New  South  Wales  Corps,  who  had,  in  defiance  of  all  subordinatioiy 
assaulted  the  person  and  house  of  John  Baughan. 

In  obedience  to  your  commands,  I  have  to  state  to  jov 
Excellency  that  soon  after  your  arrival  in  this  country  ap]^ice^ 
tion  was  made  to  me  by  Mr.  Thomson,  the  assistant  surgeon  at 
A  dejerving  Parramatta,  to  request  some  indulgences  for  Daniel  Ke%,  whe 
attended  the  sick  at  Toongabbee  and  the  farms  adjacent  to  it 
This  man,  formerly  a  servant  of  his  Majesty's  in  the  medical  Hoe, 
had  unfortunately  trespassed  against  the  laws  of  his  country,  sod 
was  transported  for  seven  years  to  this  settlement  ;  on  his  arrival 
he  was  recommended  by  the  surgeon  of  the  transport  in  whidi  he 
came,  and  at  his  request  was  taken  to  assist  at  the  hoerpiialt 
where  his  assiduity  and  attention  soon  made  him  noticed,  and 
gained  him  the  favor  of  Governor  Phillip,  who  first  ordered  hia 
to  the  post  which  he  now  occupies,  and,  as  an  encoaragemen^ 
granted  him  a  portion  of  land  and  the  labor  of  three  nes, 
promising  him  farther  rewards  in  proportion  to  his  services  and 
merit. 

Those  favors  he  continued  to  enjoy  for  some  time  after  Goferoor 
Phillip  left  the  colony,  and  dischai^d  his  duty  with  £aithfeln>B 

*  See  the  corieapond«noe  on  thii  om*.— Aoltb  pi  110  «(  #09. 
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uui  attenticML     Unfortmuitely  for  him,  howerer,  Mr.  McArthur,      1798 
fche  Inspector  of  Woi^  at  Parramatta,  took  exception  to  this  man,     2s  Jaiy. 
umL  bj  his  particular  displeasture  rendered  him  in  many  shapes 
ctnooro  f ortable. 
These  circumstances  was  the  cause  of  my  seconding  Mr.  Thorn- 
's amplication  in  his  favor,  but  in  which  your   Excellency 
recollect  I  was  most  violently  opposed  by  Mr.  Mc Arthur, 
who  declared  he  won'd  instantly  quit  his  situation  if  any  of  the 
points  which  I   urged  in  favor  of  this  man   were  established 
Dj  you.      To  this  mortifying  and  improper  interference  of  Mr. 
licArthur's  I  was  oWged  to  submit  until  your  Excellency,  on  a 
aeocmd  request  from  me,  saw  the  expediency  of  restoring  Kelly  to 
his  comforts. 

The  conduct  of  Mr.  McArthur  in  particular,  and  that  of  the  The  case  of 
(ytiher  officers  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  to  me  on  account  of  Baughan. 
ilie  advice  I  gave  to  John  Baughan  remains  only  to  be  stated, 
in  the  doing  of  which  I  have  great  difficulty,  because  I  feel  my 
honour  as  a  gentleman  pledged  to  forget  that  transaction. 

Your  Excellency  will  remember  that  some  time  after  I  had 
addressed  you  on  service,  and  enclosed  copies  of  the  corespondence 
between  Mr.  McArthur,  the  officers,  and  myself,  proposals  were 
made  by  my  opponents  for  accommodation,  on  conditions  of  mutual  a  point  of 
forgiveness  and  the  destruction  of  the  several  papers  that  passed 
on- that  occasion,  to  which  I  acceeded,  purely  from  a  regard  to 
poaco  and  quietness,  and  requested  that  your  Excellency  might 
•nffer  me  to  make  this  sacrefice,  both  of  the  public  service  and  my 
own  feelings,  in  the  hope  of  its  eventual  operation  for  the  general 
goody  which  request  you  was  pleased  to  comply  with,  and  returned 
mj  letter  with  its  enclosures. 

I  have  <nily  to  add  that  if  you  still  are  of  opinion  that  the 
•ervice  requires  I  should  charge  my  memory  with  those  circum- 
•lanoes,  I  will  bow  with  submission  to  your  commands,  but  hope 
that  the  breach  of  faith  with  which  I  shall  be  chargeable  may  be 
inpiated  to  the  force  of  your  Excellency's  orders. 

I  have,  &c., 

Wm.  Balmaix. 
[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

Governor  Hunter  to  Surgeon  Balmain. 

Sir,  19th  June,  1798. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday,  in  answer  to  mine  Huntar^ 
of  the  24th  ult,  in  which  I  had  desired  you  wou'd  state  to  me  the  ^^^' 
particulars  of  a  complaint  which  you  found  occasion,  soon  after 
my  arrival  in  this  country,  to  make  to  me  on  the  subject  of  some 
Utmblesome  and  improper  interferences  in  the  department  imme- 
diately under  your  direction,  and  which  had  been  represented  to 
j^oti  by  Mr.  Thomson,  one  of  your  assistants.   I  also  found  occasion 
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in  that  letter  to  desire  you  wou'd  relate  the  particular  circum- 
stances attending  the  very  unwarrantable  attack  which  was  made 
upon  you  in  your  character  as  a  civil  magistrate,  at  the  time  tUl 
John  Baughan's  house  was  destroyed  by  the  military. 

Altho'  I  conceive  the  above  circumstances  on  the  occasion  which 
induces  me  at  present  to  desire  them  from  you  might  be  applied 
for  officially,  yet  I  will  not  press  anything  upon  you  which  yoo 
do  not  (after  the  manner  in  which  the  dispute  terminated)  feel 
perfectly  consistent  on  your  part  as  a  gentleman,  but  shall  eon- 
tent  myself  with  only  desiring  that  you  may  peruse  the  account 
which  my  memory  serves  me  to  give  of  that  affair ;  and  if  yoQ 
find  it  a  correct  statement  you  will  attest  that  you  find  it  sa^ 

Your  correspondence  with  the  parties  concerned  having  Ida 
for  some  time  in  my  hands  as  a  public  document  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  interest  and  concern 
which,  as  the  chief  magistrate,  I  felt  it  my  duty  upon  that  oocar 
sion  to  take  in  it,  made  so  strong  an  impression  on  my  mind  that 
I  feel  no  difficulty  in  recollecting  the  principal  subject  of  that 
correspondence.  I  am,  <fec., 

Jno.  Hunteb. 

[Enclosure  No.  3.] 

Rev.  R.  Johnson  to  Governor  Huniter. 

Hon'd  and  Dear  Sir,  Sydney,  5th  July,  1798. 

I  have  received  your  Excellency's  letter  of  yesteniay*sdat^ 
and  in  compliance  with  your  request  I  have  set  down  to  give  you 
an  answer  as  early  as  possible. 

Your  Excellency,  well  knowing,  however,  the  weak  state  I  am 
in,  and  the  afflictions  I  have  been  labouring  under  for  some  tim^ 
will,  I  trust,  have  the  goodness  to  excuse  me  entering  into  that 
length  in  stating  particulars  w'h  otherwise  I  might  do. 

Yourself,  sir,  beiiig  a  kind  of  resident  amongst  us  at  the  first 
formation  of  the  colony,  and  for  some  time  afterwards,  I  need 
not  state  to  you  the  plans  adopted  and  the  measures  pursued 
by  Govr.  Phillip  for  the  proper  regulation  and  good  order  of  the 
colony,  as  well  in  a  moral  as  civil  point  of  view. 

Little  or  no  alterations  were  made  from  those  plans  or  measures, 
from  the  time  you  then  left  us  to  that  when  Govr.  Phillip  him- 
self returned  to  England,  in  December,  '92. 

Some  time  previous  to  his  going  I  was  at  his  request  sworn  in 
to  act  as  a  civil  magistrate  in  your  place,  w'ch  duty  I  continued 
to  perform  untill  the  time  he  left  us,  at  Vch  time  ye  colony  was 
as  peaceable,  orderly,  and  moral  as  c'd  be  expected,  from  sudi  a 
description  of  people  as  the  colony  was  formed  of. 

But  no  sooner  had  Govr.  Phillip  left  ye  colony  than  I  was 
convinced  that  the  plan  or  measures  of  Government  were  about 
to  undergo  an  intire  change.     The  civil  magistrates,  within  tvo 

*  See  Hunter's  aocount,  attested  by  Balmain,  ante,  pp.  l^flL 
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days,  received  an  order  that  their  duty  w'd  in  future  be  dispensed      1708 
with,  and  from  that  time  untill  your  Excellency's  arrival  again     25  July. 
in  the  colony  everything  was  conducted  in  a  kind  of  military 
manner. 

This,  I  believe,  was  the  first  step  towards  overturning  all  those 
attempts  and  endeavours  that  had  hitherto  been  planned  and  pur- 
sued for  ye  establishment  of  good  onier  to  be  kept  up  amongst  the 
different  ranks  and  orders  of  the  inhabitants  of  ye  colony. 

Every  Order  that  had  been  given  tending  to  promote  morality  Morality  and 
and  religion  seemed  now  to  be  laid  aside,  and  fresh  orders  issued  Sil^un- 
tending  to  banish  whatever  (in  the  opinion  of  a  good  and  virtuous  tenanoed. 
mind)  is  or  ought  to  be  first  considered  and  promoted  (and  par- 
ticularly in  a  colony  like  this,  where  by  far  the  major  part  of  the 
inhabitants  are  lost  to  all  sense  of  virtue,  and  abandoned  to  every 
species  of  wickedness),  vizt.,  a  reverence  for  the  Supreme  Being, 
and  a  strict  observance  of  all  His  just  and  righteous  precepts. 
But  the  case  was  much  otherwise;  for  within  a  month  after 
Governor  Phillip  was  gone  I  received  an  Order  to  perform  divine  churoh- 
aervice  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning.     A  quarter  before  seven,  J^ 65'6t!m!' 
Uie  tatto  (as  it  called)  beat  off  for  relieving  the  guard  ;  so  that 
I  had  barely  three-quai'ters  of  an  hour  allowed  me  to  go  through 
the  church  service,  and  this  was  all  that  was  required  for  ye  day. 

I  beg  leave  here  to  give  your  Excellency  an  anecdote  that 
happened  one  Sunday  morning  at  that  time.  I  had  got  up  at 
daybreak,  as  usual,  to  be  ready  in  time  to  perform  public  service. 
At  six  o'clock  the  drum  beat  for  church.  I  met  the  soldiers  at 
the  place  appointed,  in  the  open  air.  Before  I  began  I  heard  the 
drum-major  give  directionl^  to  two  drummers  to  beat  olf  at  ten 
minutes  or  a  quarter  before  seven,  as  usual.  Suspecting  what 
was  going  on,  I  looked  at  my  watch,  read  part  of  the  morning 
service,  then  (without  any  singing)  gave  out  ray  text,  and  had 
gone  through  about  half  of  my  discourse  when  the  drum  beat,  and  T)ivine 
the  soldiers  instantly  got  up,  took  their  arms,  fell  i^to  their  ranks,  interrupted. 
and  marched  away.  Judge  you,  sir,  what  must  have  been  my 
astonishment  and  concern.  I  looked  round  and  saw  about  half  a 
dozen  convicts  standing  behind  me,  but  (such  were  my  feelings  upon 
this  occasion)  I  c'd  not  go  on  with  my  discourse,  and  therefore 
returned  home,  greatly  distressed  in  my  mind  at  such  barefaced 
profanation  and  infidelity.* 

What  I  have  above  stated,  your  Excellency  may  conceive,  was 
a  most  effectual  step  to  throw  aside  all  regard  or  reverence  for  the 
Sabbath  Day,  and  to  render  all  public  solemn  worship  utterly  con- 
temptible. And  such  were  the  bad  effects  w'ch  this  strange  kind 
of  an  Order,  and  not  less  strange  and  unaccountable  kind  of  con- 
duct, produced,  seldom  more  than  ten  or  twenty  convicts  (and  ^^f^  ^ 
sometimes  scarcely  any  except  my  own  servants)  ever  attended  wonUp. 

•  Mmmi  reported  thii  oircumetanoe  to  DmidM  in  April,  1794.^Vol.  if,  p^  101. 
VOL.  Ill — 2  E 
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1703  public  service.  The  generality  of  them  at  the  time  were  either 
25  July,  asleep  in  their  hammocks  or  setting  in  their  hutts,  or  otherwise 
gone  out  to  work  for  officers  or  other  individuals.  Spiritnoos 
liquors  was  the  most  general  article  and  mode  of  payment  for 
such  extra  labour,  and  hence  in  the  evening  the  whole  camp 
has  been  nothing  else,  often,  but  a  scene  of  intoxication,  riots, 
disturbances,  &c. 

Gaming  was  no  less  prevalent  at  the  same  time.  Many  of  them 
of  KwiSling.  I  have  myself  detected  at  this  work,  both  as  I  have  gone  to  and 
returned  from  church.  Sixteen  were  at  one  time  detected  by  one 
of  the  constables  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  church,  and  at 
the  time  I  was  preaching.  Numbers  of  them  have  gamed  away 
the  clothes  off  their  backs,  and  the  very  provisions  served  them 
from  the  public  stores,  for  weeks  or  months  before  these  became 
due. 

Hence  so  many  flagrant  and  daring  robberies  that  were  com- 
mitted at  that  time.     Seldom  a  night  passed  but  in  the  morning 
some  fresh  depredations  were  heard  of,  either  in  one  part  of  the 
camp  and  colony  or  another.    Neither  have  I  escaped  those  nightly 
visitors.     Twice  has  my  house  been  broke  open — once  thrauj^ 
the  wall,  brick  and  half  thick,  and  once  through  the  tyling — and- 
both  times  I  was  robbed  of  property  to  a  considerable  amount* 
which  I  had  purchased  for  the  use  and  comfort  of  my  family. 

In  this  way  things  went  on  from  bad  to  worse,  and  from  wors^ 
to  worse  still  untill  (I  will  not  say  all  vital  religion  and  godliness 
but)  even  almost  all  common  morality  and  even  decency  wafc^ 
banished  from  the  colony. 

Seeing,  my  dear  sir,  such  gross  immoralities,  depredation*^ 
drunkenness,  riots,  and  even  murders,  daily  committed,  seeing  thei^^ 
still  becoming  more  open  and  flagrant,  and  seeing  no  steps  take*^ 
to  put  a  check  or  stop  to  such  shameful  and  horid  proceeding*^ 
I  c'd  not  forbear  complaining  and  remonstrating  against  them-^ 
But  all  such  complaints  and  remonstrances  answered  no  other  en»- 
than  to  add  to  the  insults  and  pointed  opposition  I  had  alread/^ 
experienced  in  the  performance  of  my  public  duty,  and  to  oppress 
me  the  more  in  my  domestic  concerns. 

I  cannot  forbear  giving  your  Excellency  another  instance  oP^ 
the  most  gross  opposition  I  met  with  at  that  time.     At  one  tim«p^ 
when  a  Criminal  Court  was  held  there  were  two  men  sentenced  to» 
suffer  death.     The  same  afternoon  I  visited  them  in  their  lonely^ 
cells,  and  intended  to  visit  them   again  in  the  evening.    Th^* 
sergeant  of  the  guard  called  at  my  house  the  same  evening  with 
a  request  from  the  prisoners  that  I  w'd  spare  them  a  candk- 
I  sent  one  by  my  servant,  and  desired  him  to  inform  the  ser^ 
that  I  w'd  come  to  the  prisoners  in  a  few  minutes.     In  less  than- 
half  an  hour  the  sergt.  came  to  my  house  a  second  time,  brought 
back  part  of  the  candle,  and  informed  me  that  he  had  recei^ 
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orders  not  to  admit  any  person  to  see  or  speak  to  the  prisoners      1796 
except  Mr.  Bain,  chaplain  to  the  corps.     This  message  surprized     25  j^iy, 
me  not  a  little. 

The  Eev.  Mr.  Marsden  was  then  arrived  at  ye  colony,  and  was 
with  me  in  the  room  at  the  time,  and  was  under  no  less  surprize 
than  myself.  We  then  agreed  to  go  to  the  guard-house  together,  forbidden. 
We  called  for  the  sergt. ;  begged  he  would  repeat  the  message 
w*ch  he  had  just  before  deliver«l  at  my  house,  w'ch  he  did,  nearly 
in  the  same  words.  I  replied,  "  I  suppose,  sergt.,  you  know  who 
we  are  V  and  asked  if  we  c'd  not  be  permitted  to  see  and  speak  to 
the  two  men  that  were  to  suffer.  He  ans'd  again  that  he  knew 
us  very  well,  but  that  such  were  his  instructions  that  he  c^d  not 
admit  us.  We  then  returned  home,  when  I  immediately  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  Lieut.-Govr.,  but  rec'd  no  answV. 

The  next  morning  the  order  for  their  execution  was  brought  to 
me — that  at  such  a  time  the  two  prisoners  were  to  suffer,  and 
that  at  their  request  he  had  ordered  Mr.  Bain  to  attend  them. 
All  this  was  a  fabricated  falsehood,  as  I  will  prove  by  inoontestible  An  ^^^ 
evidence,  by  a  person  who  was  permitted  to  visit  them,  and  who 
asked  them  several  times  whether  they  ever  had  made  such  a 
request,  when  both  of  them  positively  and  frequently  declared 
they  never  had — that  they  were  surprized  I  had  never  been  with 
them,  and  expressed  (particularly  the  morning  on  which  they 
suffered)  an  anxious  wish  to  see  me. 

I  will  give  your  Excellency  another  instance :  A  convict  and  his 
wife  came  one  morning  to  my  church,  and  on  their  return  home 
they  were  met  by  one  of  ye  constables,  who  asked  them  why  they  The  con- 
had  not  been  to  church.  They  said  they  had  been  there.  "  Where?"  JhJJJSJfi^tB. 
"  To  hear  Mr.  Johnson."  The  constable  replied,  "  Don't  you  know 
you  are  forbid  to  go  there  ? "  and  then  threatened  to  have  them 
punished  if  they  did  the  like  again. 

Had  I  time,  my  dear  sir,  w*d  my  health  permit,  and  w'd  it 
not  be  carrying  my  answ'r  to  your  letter  to  a  greater  length  than 
may  be  convenient  or  intended  for  your  purpose,  I  w*d  readily 
give  your  Excellency  a  more  full  and  particular  account  of  the 
various  difficulties,  insults,  oppositions,  oppressions,  w'cli  I  at  the  "  insults, 
time  above  aUuded  to  have  experienced.     But  I  forbear,  this  being  JJf****^"* 
not  altogether  answerable  to  the  purport  of  your  letter,  w*ch  is  oppression." 
not  to  give  you  a  detail  of  my  peculiar  situation  or  trials,  but  a 
general  statement  of  the  colony,  both   before  and  since  your 
arrival  in  it,  in  that  high  and  important  office  you  now  sustain. 
Neither  would  I,  believe  me,  sir,  have  said  so  much  respecting 
myself,  but  as  I  have  been  compelled  to  do  so,  this  being  so  closely 
(I  may  say)  inseparably  connected  witli  the  general  tenor  or 
purport  of  your  letter. 

I  therefore  only  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  have  Johnson's 
at  different  times  given  my  f  ds  in  England  full  and  ample  infor-  his  friends. 
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mation  upou  this  general  and,  to  me,  painful  subject.  Either  liif 
Lordship  the  Bishop  of  London  or  Mr.  Wilberforoe,*  I  believe^  is 
at  this  time  iu  the  possession  of  those  papers,  and  if  your  Excel- 
lency has  any  wish  that  those  papers  may  be  produced  as  liketj  to 
answer  any  end  or  pui*pose  you  intend,  I  will  readily  write  both  to 
his  Ix^rdship  and  my  friend  upon  the  subject. 

If,  sir,  more  eWdence  is  necessary  to  prove  tlie  authenticity  d 
what  I  have  stated,  either  in  ye  papers  I  have  just  mentioned,  or 
in  t)ie  lines  I  am  now  writing  to  you,  I  can  likewise  appeal  to  ye 
Revd.  Mr.  Marsden,  my  assistant,  who  arrived  in  ye  colony  at  the 
time  public  matters  were  tlius  conducted  and  those  immoralitiK 
were  committed,  and  who,  as  well  as  myself,  has  often  been  shodnd 
to  see  the  colony  in  such  a  state  of  disorder  and  confusicm.  But 
your  Excellency  need  only  recollect  and  seriously  reflect  uprai  the 
general  state  of  the  colony  upon  your  arrival,  and  I  am  persuaded 
that  all  papers  or  appeals  I  could  produce  would  be  rendered 
unnecessary.  Tiie  same  immoral  and  licentious  practices  were 
then  committed,  and  were  not  got  the  better  o^  but  by  nraeh 
patience,  great  exertions,  and  unwearied  perseverance,  and  fot 
after  all  that  has  been  done  I  belie\'e  your  Excellency  is  awue 
tiuit  much  yet  remains  to  be  done  before  the  colony  be  restored  to 
that  order  and  subordination  which  is  so  highly  requisite  to  good 
government — that  is,  for  the  prosperity  of  the  colony  in  genecal, 
and  the  happiness  of  indiWduids  in  particular. 

I  hope,  however,  that  the  steps  your  Excellency  has  alreibdj 
taken,  and  are  daily  taking,  will  be  attended  with  the  much 
to  be  desired  consequences  of  producing  scmic  order  out  of  to 
nmch  confusion  ;  some  reformation  and  morality  out  of  so  much 
ab<.>undiug  licentiousness  and  irreligion  th't  has  so  long  prevailed 
in  and  almost  overspread  the  colony.  Your  liaving,  sir,  it- 
establisheil  the  civil  magistrates  to  the  execution  of  that  da^; 
your  causing  proper  and  substantial  buildings  to  be  erected  as 
places  of  continement  and  punishment  of  those  vagrants  as  seek 
to  disturb  the  public  peace  ;  your  appointing  a  night-watch,  both 
in  the  camp  and  in  the  different  districts  throughout  the  odlo&j ; 
the  lenity  you  have  shewn  to  some,  and  the  severity  you  have 
seen  necessary  to  exercise  towards  others ;  in  short,  tfa^  variow 
Ordei*s  you  have  issued,  and  the  diffei'^nt  regulations  which  yon 
have  made,  have,  I  hope,  in  some  degree,  already  checked  the 
alxmnding  iniquity  that  once  prevailed ;  and  I  w'd  further  hope 
(arduous  and  painful  as  your  present  situation  may  appear  to  be, 
and  rexilly  is)  'ere  you  quit  the  colony,  by  your  oontmued  leio- 
lute  exertions  in  pursuing  those  measures  w'ch  you  liave  adoptod, 
you  will  have  the  happiness  to  see  your  exertions  have  not  beee 
rendered  fruitless. 

Bear  witii  me,  my  dear  sir,  whilst  I  add  that  ever  since  oar 
first  arrival  at  and  first  formation  <^  the  colony,  vizt.,  for  no^ 

•  WUUam  WUberforce,  the  phUanthropist— Hlstoiy  of  New  South  Wale^  t«L  li,  ^  tt^ 
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near  eleven  years,  it  has  been  uniformly  my  very  sincere  wish  and      17M 
endeavour,  as  well  by  precept  as  example,  to  promote  the  general     ^  j^iy, 
peace  and  happiness  of  the  colony,  and  to  the  best  of  my  know-       — ^ 
ledge  I  never  deviated  from  or  disobeyed  any  order  given  me,  uniform 
however  contrary  it  might  be  to  my  own  private  sentiments  or  ^^^ 
painful  to  my  feelings.     I  have  equally  endeavoured  to  inculcate 
the  same  kind  of  moral  sentiments,  and  to  inforce  the  same  kind  "j^^^* 
of  moral  conduct,  upon  the  minds  and  consciences  of  others.     An 
inward  consciousness  of  thus  having  endeavoured  to  discharge  my 
duty  has  ever  afforded  me  matter  of  consolation  in  the  midst  of 
all  the  insults,  oppression,  t&c.,  I  have  met  with,  as  well  as  under 
those  bodily  auctions  and  infirmities  I  now  feel,  w'ch  I  ever  did 
and  shall  attribute  to  that  illiberal  and  severe  treatment  I  some 
time  passed  experienced. 

I  s'd  be  happy,  sir  (s'd  it  please  God  to  restore  me  to  enjoy 
better  health)  to  remain  some  time  longer  in  the  colony,  and  to 
unite  according  to  my  abilities,  and  agreeable  to  my  office  and 
station,  whether  as  a  minister  or  a  civil  magistrate,  in  my 
endeavours  for  the  public  weal.  At  present,  however,  I  have 
but  little  such  hopes  or  expectations.  The  attacks  of  my  com-  His 
plaint  are  both  fi^quent  and  severe,  and  every  relapse  leaves  me  health.  ^ 
still  weaker  and  weaker.  All  I  can  do  at  present  is  to  pray  for 
you  that  the  Supreme  Being  may  give  you  that  wisdom,  patience, 
courage,  and  other  virtues  so  necessary  to  govern  in  a  situation 
like  yours  ;  and  that  the  Almighty  may  bless  and  succeed  your 
wishes  and  endeavours  to  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the 
place  and  persons  over  which  you  are  appointed  to  govern.  With 
such  sincere  wishes  and  fervent  prayers  for  you,  believe  me  to 
be,  &c.,  BiCHARD  Johnson. 

[Endosare  No.  4.] 

Surgeon  Arndell  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Sir,  Arthur's  Hill,  25th  July,  1798. 

Agreable-to  your  Excellency's  wishes,  I  take  leave  to  submit  Suiireon 
my  sentiments  regaording  the  present  state  of  moral  and  orderly  evid«ice. 
conduct  in  the  colony,  in  its  gradations  to  improvement  for  the 
last  three  years,  and  what  it  was  during  at  least  three  years 
preceding  that  of  1795. 

Nothing  more  painfull  or  distressing  can  be  imagined  than  our 
situation  during  the  last-mentioned  period.  The  departure  of 
(^vr.  Philip  &om  the  colony  was  soon  followed  by  a  surprising 
change  in  the  management  of  civil  af&irs ;  the  wise  and  useful 
regulations  he  had  so  successfully  adopted  for  the  security  and  Pkil"p*f 
conservation  of  good  order  and  pubhc  peace  were  in  a  moment 
fthnost  annihilated,  and  a  torrent  of  licentiousness  bore  down 
everything  sacred  and  civil  before  it.  Whatever  was  injurious  or 
disgraoefull  to  human  nature  might  have  been  reasonably  expected 
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from  general  drunkenness  ;  yet  general  and  habitual  drunkenness 
absolutely  became  the  unfortunate  fashion  of  the  times  ;  the 
consequence  was  that  crimes  of  every  sort  increased  to  an  alann- 
ing  degree  ;  thefts  and  robberies  became  so  numerous  that  they 
were  spoken  of  as  mere  matters  of  course,  and  even  rapes  and 
murders  were  not  infrequent.  The  respect  due  to  superiors,  and 
the  subordination  so  essential  to  the  welfare  of  civil  society, 
seemed  banished  from  the  minds  of  the  unthinking  multitude,  and 
that  to  such  a  degree  that  no  one  could  think  himself  safe  in 
passing  from  one  part  of  the  town  to  the  other.  Among  several 
insults  I  have  myself  met  with,  a  soldier  accosted  me  one  evening 
in  the  road  at  Parramatta  and  insisted  on  my  spending  a  bottle 
with  him.  Upon  saying  that  I  would  see  him  home  to  \a& 
barracks  he  told  me  he  would  spare  me  that  trouble  by  knocking 
me  down,  which  he  would  certainly  have  done  at  the  moment 
if  he  had  not  been  prevented  by  a  person  who  joined  us  at  the 
time. 

Assaults  the  most  outrageous  were  frequently  committed,  and 
the  constables  in  particular  had  often  just  reason  to  complain  rf 
the  insult,  obstructions,  and  ill-treatment  they  met  in  the  dischai^ 
of  their  duty.  A  remarkable  instance  of  this  sort  occur*d  some 
years  ago  in  the  case  of  the  present  chief  constable  at  Parramatta, 
who  was  knocked  down  in  the  public  road  in  the  most  sudden 
and  unprovoked  manner  by  a  ruffian  merely  because  he  held  that 
office  and  had  acquired  the  character  of  being  active  and  impartial 

As  no  pains  were  taken  to  inspire  a  reverence  for  reUgion,  the 
Sabbath,  instead  of  being  passed  by  the  people  in  attendance  at 
divine  service,  was  profaned  as  a  day  particularly  appropriated 
to  gaming,  intoxication,  and  the  uncontrolled  indulgence  of  eTecj 
vicious  excess. 

Such,  sir,  was  truly  the  lamentable  state  of  the  colony  as  to  its 
morals  and  orderly  conduct  at  the  auspicious  moment  of  your 
Excellency's  arrival  in  1795 — an  arrival  which  gave  the  most  sm- 
cere  pleasure  and  the  most  agreable  prospect  to  every  rational  and 
well-dispose<l  member  of  the  community.  Since  that  time  your 
Excellency's  indefatigable  attention  to  the  interest  and  prosperity 
of  the  settlement  has  produced  the  most  salutary  and  happy 
alterations ;  the  establishment  of  a  civil  police  extending  throng 
the  several  districts  of  the  colony  has  powerfully  operated  to 
secure  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  settlers  and  inhabitants, 
and  leave  oifenders  scarcely  a  hope  of  eluding  justice.  CrmeSf 
of  course,  decrease,  and  are  comparatively  rare.  Industry  thriteB 
and  is  encouraged,  and  decent  submission  to  the  laws  and  respect 
to  magistrates  are  now  much  more  apparent  than  at  any  former 
period.  The  obvious  utility  and  propriety  of  the  various  orders 
and  regulations  framed  by  your  Excellency  for  the  benefit  of  the 
colony  are  also  very  generally  felt  and  acknowledged. 
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Upon  the  whole,  su",  and  upon  the  best  recollection  of  the      1798 
several   changes  and  variations  which  have  taken  place  in  the     26  July. 
colony  during  my  residence  in  it,  I  cannot  hesitate  a  moment 
to  submit  as  my  opinion,  and  give  it  with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  Great  im- 
that  in  point  of  moral  and  civil  order,  it  is  now,  and  has  been  for  provem«irte. 
the  last  three  years,  infinitely  superior  to  the  years  preceding, 
and  that  it  has  certainly  attained  to  as  great  a  degree  of  improve- 
ment in  these  respects  as  the  almost  insurmountable  difficulties 
would  allow  which  must  have  presented  themselves  to  your  Excel- 
lency's observation.  I  am,  <Src., 

-„    ,         1.T    i^  -.        Thos.  Arndell.* 
[Enclosiire  No.  5.] 

Rev.  S.  Marsden  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Honoured  Sir,  Parramatta,  11th  August,  1798. 

Having  been  directed  by  your  Excellency  to  lay  before  you 
a  statement  of  the  immorality  of  this  colony  prior  to  your  arrival.  Rev.  Samuel 
I  shall  briefly  submit  a  few  particular  facts,  upon  which  a  general  evidence.* 
opinion  may  be  founded.  I  am  conscious  no  individual  can  truly 
represent  the  riot  and  dissipation,  and  licentiousness  and  immo- 
rality, which  pervaded  every  part  of  this  settlement,  amongst  the 
lower  ranks  of  its  inhabitants,  at  the  period  in  question. 

Gaming  and  drunkenness,  and  robberies  and  murders,   were 
common  crimes.     With  due  submission  I  would  appeal  to  your  Gaming, 
Elxcellency  as  an  eye-witness,  and  as  a  principal  magistrate,  how  n^"^^ 
the  colony  was  deluged  with  every  species  of  sin  and  iniquity  crim'e. 
for  several  months  after  you  landed  at  Port  Jackson.     These 
enormities  shall  partly  be  accounted  for  in  what  I  now  proceed 
to  state.     On  my  arrival  in  Sydney,  in  March,  1794,  I  found 
my  colleague,  the  Rev.  Richard  Johnson,  involved  in  a  serious 
quarrel  with  the  commander-in-chief,  t     My  colleague  represented  The  clergy- 
also  the  licentious  state  of  the  colony,  and  the  small  hopes  he  ^nunaSder^ 
entertained  of  any  success  in  the  reformation  of  the  unfortunate  in-chief. 
prisoners,  in  consequence  of  the  total  neglect  of  all  religion,  and 
the  great  contempt  cast  upon  his  sacred  office.     I  had  not  been 
long  in  the  settlement  before  I  was  convinced  of  the  immoral 
state  of  its  inhabitants,  and  that  my  colleague's  representation 
was  but  too  well-founded.     As  a  clergyman,  I  could  not  but  feel 
for  the  people  committed  to  our  charge,  being  persuaded  that  all 
attempts  to  instruct  them  in  the  duties  of  religion  would  be  in- 
effectual, unless  the  police  of  the  colony  was  totally  changed. 

The  following  facte,  I  presume,  will  be  a  sufficient  foundation 
for  the  above  persuasion.     In  consequence  of  the  opposition  and  Johnson's 
treatment  my  colleague  received,  his  health  was  much  impaired. 
On  this  account  I  was  occasionally  called  from  Parramatta  to  do 
duty  at  Sydney.     One  Sabbath,  during  time  of  divine  service  in 

*  Mr.  Amdell  arrived  in  the  First  Fleet  as  second  assistant  surgeon.     He  was  allowed  to 
retire,  and  settled  on  the  Bawkesbury,  where  some  of  his  descendfants  still  live. 
f  Lieutenant-Governor  Orose.    Soo  the  correspondence  in  Vol.  ii. 
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1796      the  morning,  I  was  much  interrupted  bj  some  of  the  prisons? 
25  July,     breaking  up  ground  near  the  church.     Service  being  ended,  I 
—       remonstrated  with  the  prisoners,  pointed  out  to  them  the  impro- 
dhine"^    ^  priety  of  their  conduct  in  spending  the  time  of  divine  service  in 
eervice.        manual  labour,  especially  so  near  the  church.     They  seemed  to 
treat  my  remonstrance  with  contempt.     I  therefore  threatened 
to  have  them  conhued  if  they  persisted  to  work  in  the  evening. 
To  my  great  mortification  these  con  Wets  had  the  audadtj  to 
persevere  in  their  improper  conduct  till  the  evening.     Divine 
service  beijig  over,  I  applied  to  my  colleague,  he  being  a  civil 
Offenders      magistrate,  to  have  them  taken  into  custody  for  their  open  violation 
arrested.       q£  ^Jj^  Sabbatli  and  contempt  of  me  as  a  clergyman  and  one  of 
Ids  Majesty's  officers.     By  his  order  they  were  immediately  com- 
mitted to  prison.     Their  commitment  was  no  sooner  reported  to 
the  commander-in-chief  than  he  sent  the  captain  of  the  guard  to 
know  the  cause.     I  stated  to  him  their  whole  conduct,  and  fearing 
lest   any   misunderstanding   should    take   place,    I    immediately 
waited  upon  the  commander-in-chief  and  represented  the  prisonen^ 
conduct  to  him  also.     He  seemed  displeased  that  they  bad  been 
Released  b}-  confined,  and  oixlered  them  to  be  released.    I  told  him  I  concaved 
®"*®'  there  was  just  ground  of  complaint,  as  these  men  had  interrupted 

me  in  my  public  duty.     He  replied,  the  inhabitants  of  the  settle- 
Working  on  ment  had  his  permission  to  work  upon  the  Sabbath,  and  b^;ged 
Sunday        j  ^qu^^j  never  interfere  again  with  the  internal  government  d 
the  colony.     Fi-om  the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  commande^ 
in-chief  upon  this  occasion  I  was  determined  to  prefer  no  more 
complaints,  but  to  struggle  with  present  difficulties  till  time  and 
a  change  of  Government  should  remove  them.     At  the  same  time 
I  could  not  but  lament  at  the  awful  prospect  (a  prospect  pregnant 
with  every  evil  to  the  colony)  of  seeing  everything  sacred  and 
moral  trampled  upon.     Such  disrespect  shown  to  the  sacred  (rfSce 
counte-        of  a  clergyman,  and  such  open  violation  of  the  Sabbath  oounte- 
,5J^     ^     nanced  in  the  commander-in-chief,  could  not  fail  of  producing^ 
most  destmctive  effects  upon  the  minds  of  such  vicious  persons  as 
are  transported  to  this  place.     The  Lord's  Day  was  spent  by  the 
principal  part  of  the  convicts  either  in  cabals,  or  labour,  or  gaming 
or  drunkenness,  or  robberies.     If  this  unbounded  license  grantoi 
by  the  commander-in-chief  be  maturely  considered  in  all  its  serious 
and  fatal  consequences,  I  submit  to  your  Excellency  to  draw  the 
Respect        sad  conclusion  from  the  above  premises.     It  is  well  known  thnt 
in^othef  ^"    all  ciWlised  nations  have  found  it  expedient  for  the  maintenance 
countries,     of  good  government  (waving  all  other  considerations)  to  inculcate 
upon  the  minds  of  their  subjects  a  due  respect  for  religion,  whether 
their  national  religion  were  false  or  true. 
Macarthur         Parramatta,  the  place  of  my  residence,  was  no  less  a  scene  of 
ma^Si™       everything  immoral  and  profane.     The  commanding  officer  tbere^ 
Captain  McArthur,  was  no  more  inclined  to  countenance  a  die 
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respect  for  the  Sabbath  than  the  commander-in-chief  at  Sydney.      1798 
The  Lord's  Day  was  generally  spent  in  riot  and  dissipation  by     ssjnij. 
the  settlers,  soldiers,  and  prisoners.     The  following  melancholy 
drcumstance  will  serve  to  shew  what  was  the  state  of  order  and 
XQOrality  at  the  time  alluded  to : — One  Sabbath  Day  I  had  just 
done  preaching  when  a  settler,  named  Simon  Bum,  came  up  to 
me  and  insulted  me  in  the  most  daring  manner.     At  that  time  A  complaint 
he  was  in  a  state  of  intoxication.     The  head  constable  being  ^  *•»***«" 
present,  I  desired  him  to  take  the  settler  before  Gaptn.  Mc Arthur, 
there  being  no  other  magistrate  at  Parramatta.     I  immediately 
waited   upon   the   commanding   officer  and   stated  to   him  the 
settler^s  improper  conduct,  and  how  riotous  he  had  been  in  the 
camp  that  day,  and  requested  he  would  have  the  goodness  to 
confine  him  untill  he  became  sober,  to  prevent  any  more  dis- 
turbance in  the  town.     Instead  of  attending  to  my  complaint,  he  ignored  by 
considered  it  as  vexatious,  treated  me  in  a  manner  unbecoming  a  *'***'***"'• 
gentleman,  and  dismissed  the  settler  in  his  state  of  intoxication. 
The  consequence  was,  the  second  or  third  Sunday  following  this  The  conse- 
same  man  was  drinking  in  the  camp  as  usual,  when  one  of  his  *'°*°*** 
eompanions  stabbed  him  to  the  heart  with  a   knife,  of  which 
wound  he  instantly  expired.      I  was  not  informed  when   the 
murdered  man  was  to  be  interred ;  having  learnt  this  by  accident, 
I  hastened  to  the  place  to  perform  the  funeral  rites,  when  upon 
my  arrival  I  found  his  companions  had  buried  him  in  the  most 
b^tly  manner,  after  pronouncing  the  most  horrid  oaths,  curses, 
and  imprecations  over  his  corpse. 

I  mention  this  circumstance  to  shew  your  Excellency  in  what 
a  hardened  and  profligate  and  desperate  state  of  mind  the  com-  f^°®'!^.^ 
mon  people  were.  All  idea  of  a  Supreme  Being  and  respect  for 
everything  decent,  moral,  and  sacred  seemed  totally  obliterated. 
Yet  this  was  no  more  than  might  naturally  be  expected  from 
such  a  description  of  mankind  when  all,  without  exception,  how- 
ever infamous  and  abandoned,  were  allowed  by  those  in  authority 
to  absent  themselves  from  public  worship  and  to  spend  the 
Sabbath  as  their  different  passions  and  interests  operated  upon 
them.  Being  compelled  from  a  sense  of  duty  occasionally  to 
reprraent  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Parramatta  the  excess 
and  riot  exhibited  on  the  Sabbath  in  the  open  camp  in  violation 
of  all  law,  sacred  and  human,  my  representations  were  neglected 
and  my  person  insulted.  Your  Excellency  cannot  be  ignorant,  Mawdenand 
since  your  arrival,  of  Captn.  McArthur's  attempt  privately  to  ***  "'* 
assassinate  my  character,  and  of  his  violent  and  shameful  attacks 
pobHckly  to  niin  me  for  ever  in.  the  opinion  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  settl^nent.  Had  his  malicious  intention  succeeded,  my 
authority  and  influence  and  respect  as  a  clergyman  must  have 
been  totally  lost  amongst  them,  and  consequently  my  studies  to 
instmet  the  people  of  my  care  rendered  useless.'^ 

*  The  Beoordi  contain  no  reference  to  the  drdmutaooet  to  which  Marsden  here  alludes. 
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It  may  seem  a  little  indelicate  in  me  to  say  I  feel  a  conscious 
security  in  my  own  integrity,  and  should  have  no  reluctance  to 
.  appeal  to  this  colony  at  large  how  far  I  have  acted  correspond^t 
of  Site^y?  with  the  dignity  of  my  sacred  office.  Your  Excellency  will  pardon 
this  digression  when  you  reflect  what  an  unfair  advantage  the 
above  officer  took  of  my  situation  to  ruin  my  character  and  my 
peace  of  mind. 

There  can  be  no  part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions  where  the 
clergy  have  been  treated  with  so  much  neglect,  and  none  where 
their  influence  and  instructions  have  been  more  necessary.  I 
cannot  but  attribute  to  the  neglect  of  public  worship  as  a  chief 
cause  that  idleness,  and  prodigality,  and  excess,  and  ruin  which 
have  raged  amongst  the  settlers  and  prisoners.  To  shew  what 
subsequent  ruin  has  come  upon  the  settlers  and  their  families,  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  your  Excellency  to  those  reports  respecting  their 
situation  which  I  had  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  in  February 
last.* 

It  is  not  possible  to  exhibit  a  more  convincing  proof  of  Uie 
dissipation  and  immorality  of  this  colony  than  the  beggary  and 
ruin  of  this  description  of  its  inhabitants,  who  ought  to  be  the 
strength  and  support  of  the  settlement.  What  I  have  now  stated 
are  well-known  facts,  and  I  deem  it  quite  sufficient  without 
further  enumeration  to  furnish  your  Excellency  with  that  infor- 
mation you  require. 

Before  I  conclude  this  paper,  suffer  me  to  express  my  gratitude 
for  the  happy  change  which  has  been  made  in  the  internal  govern- 
ment of  this  colony.  Some  months  after  your  Excellency  su^ 
ceeded  to  the  command  of  this  settlement,  and  had  learnt  from 
your  own  knowledge  and  observation  the  true  state  of  its  con- 
cerns, exertions  were  made  to  arrange  its  distracted  affairs,  and 
to  establish  order  and  subordination  and  quiet  amongst  the 
inhabitants.  It  is  obvious  the  salutary  effects  of  these  exertions 
have  been  felt  more  or  less  in  every  district. 

The  obsticles  to  order  and  subordination  and  good  government 
were  and  have  been  so  great  that  time  and  unwearied  perseverance 
alone  can  remove  them.  Much,  however,  has  been  done  since  your 
Excellency's  arrival,  notwithstanding  every  opposition,  to  establish 
the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  this  settlement  upon  a  permanent 
foundation,  the  established  laws  of  our  coxintry,  and  much  still 
remains  to  be  done. 

That  every  future  attempt  your  Excellency  may  make  to  pro- 
mote the  general  good,  and  to  render  these  parts  of  his  Majesty** 
dominions  prosperous  and  happy,  may  be  attended  with  success,  is 
the  prayer  of,  Ac, 

Samuel  Marsdbk. 

•  Ante,  pp.  S70r375. 
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[Enclosure  No.  6.]  1798 

Macabthur's  Charges  against  Atkins  and  Atkins's  Hepiies.     2SJuiy. 

Copy  of  charges  or  assertions  exhibited  against  Richard  Atkins, 
Esquire,  by  Captain  John  McArthur,  of  the  New  South 
Wales  Corps,  with  the  several  answers  thereto : — 

'^  On  his  having  drawn  a  bill  of  exchange  in  favour  of  Captain  A  charge  of 
Bond,  of  the  East  India  Service,  on  Mr.  Thornton,  of  London,  ''**"*• 
with  intent  to  defraud,  he  having  neither  account  or  credit  with 
Mr.  Thornton" : 

Mr.   McArthur  asserts   that   I  have  no  account   with   Mr.  Atkins's 
Thornton.     I  declare  that  I  have  had  pecuniary  dealings  with  that  ^^  ^' 
family  for  these  twenty  years  last  past ;  that  I  have  drawn  many 
bills  on  them,  all  of  which  have  been  paid  when  presented  (this 
excepted),   and   what  may  have  been  Mj.   T.  reasons  for  not 
honouring  the  one  in  question  is  not  for  me  to  enquire ;  but  this 
I  say,  that  from  the  several  transactions  passed  between  us  I  had 
a  well-grounded  expectation  that  it  would  have  been  honoured. 
The  bill  was  drawn  about  February,  1793.     One  private  letter  I  His 
am  informed  has  been  written  by  Captain  Bond  to  Mr.  McArthur,  trans^**^ 
acquainting  him  that  the  bill  had  not  been  paid.     He  has  had  Melons, 
this  letter  in  his  possession  for  upwards  of  two  years,  and  he 
now  brings  it  forward — for  what  purpose  1      To  answer  his  own 
malicious  ends  to  lower  me  in  the  estimation  of  your  Excellency, 
of  his  Majesty's  Judge- Advocate,  and  in  that  of  the  principal 
officers  under  your  government,  and  that  at  a  time,  when  I  was 
going  to  take  upon  me  the  discharge  of  an  office  of  the  utmost 
consequence  to  every  individual  in  New  South  Wales.     If  Cap-  The  action 
tain  Bond  was  not  satisfied  would  he  have  let  so  long  a  time  B^J^f**^" 
elapse  without  taking  some  step  for  the  recovery  of  the  amount 
of  this  bill?     Why  was  not  the  regular  mode  adopted?     Why 
did  he  not  protest  it  for  non-payment  and  transmit  it  to  Mr. 
McArthur,  as  his  agent,  with  a  proper  power  of  attorney  to  sue 
me]      Numerous  ships  have   since  arrived  from  England  and 
the  East  Indies.      But  I  assert  to  your  Excellency  that  it  has 
long  been  paid,  and  if  he  is  satisfied,  what  right  has  Captain 
McArthur  to  complain  ?     If  my  intention  had  been  to  defraud  ^**«"~  °' 
Captn.  Bond  I  might  have  drawn  a  bill  on  any  indifferent  person  iSenfion. 
as  responsable  as  Mr.  T.  in  London,  or  on  any  fictitious  person. 
No,  sir,  I  drew  on  a  family  that  had  been  in  the  habit  of  paying 
bilk  for  me,  with  whom  I  have  had  very  extensive  dealings,  and 
with  whom  I  have  at  present  credit  to  a  considerable  amount. 
(If  necessary,   I  refer  your  Excellency   to  the    Reverend  Mr. 
Johnson.)      Taking  the  whole  into  your  serious  consideration, 
I  am  induced  to  hope  you  will  acquit  me  of  any  intention  to 
defraud  Captain  Bond,  and  consider  this  first  charge  as  grounded 
on  malevolence  and  low  vindictive  malice. 
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1798  ^^On  his  having  drawn  a  bill  of   exchange  on  an  agent  in 

^joiy.     London  with  wliom  he  had  neither  account  nor   credit,  with 
— -       intent  to  defraud  Mr.  Palmer,  the  Commissary"  : 

^  "^*^"  As  an  answer  to  this  charge  I  refer  your  Excellency  to  Doctor 

Thompson's  testimony,  herewith  transmitted,*  and  just  observe 
that  Messrs.  Collett  and  Wimbume  have  for  these  seven  years 
past  been  my  agents  to  receive  the  interest  on  j£2,000  left  me  by 
my  mother,  Lady  Bowyer,  and  likewise  to  receive  my  half-pay. 

Theftwtaof  The  whole  of  this  money  has  been  appropriated  to  particalar 
purposes  regularly,  except  £13  12s.  2d.  (the  amount  of  the  lull), 
no  part  of  which  sum  have  I  received  since  the  25th  of  December, 
1791,  the  year  I  left  England.  Mr.  Palmer,  in  whose  favour  the 
bill  was  drawn,  will  acquaint  you  with  his  opinion  on  this  tranflr 
action.  If  I  had  intended  to  defraud  him  could  I  not  have 
drawn  for  JCIOO  or  a  larger  sum  than  the  trifling  one  now  in 
question  ?  This  charge  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  place  to  the 
same  low  pitiful  account  as  the  first. 

"  On  }iis  being  frequently  in  a  state  of  intoxication  the  most 
shameful,  but  more  particularly  on  the  19th  of  August^  when  he 
was  seen  exposing  himself  in  the  public  streets  at  an  early  boar 
in  the  morning"  : 

In  answer  to  this  charge  I  refer  your  Excellency  to  the  several 
testimonies  herewith  transmitted,!  as  well  as  to  ttie  affidavits  of 
two  persons  wliom  Mr.  McArthur  in  the  most  shameful,  scanda- 
lous manner  endeavoured  to  intimidate  for  the  most  infamoos 
purposes.  I  must  request  your  Excellency's  attention  to  that 
part  of  T.  Saul's  evidence  where  he  says,  "  I  drank  a  little  liquor, 
which  after  that  'tis  well  known  am  deprived  of  sensation  or 
recollection,  and  if  I  uttered  what  is  mentioned  must  be  in  that 
situation."  I  am  in  your  Excellency's  judgment  whether  or  not 
if  Saul  had  (unfortunately  for  me)  been  in  the  state  he  mentions 
would  he  not  liave  been  frightened  by  Mr.  McArthur  ?  WouH 
he  not  liave  been  induced  (perhaps  with  an  additional  glass)  to 
say  anything  Mr.  McArthur  chose  ?  Would  he  not  have  signed 
it  ?  Perhaps  swore  to  the  truth  of  it,  and  is  it  not  probable  tiat 
Mr.  McArthur  would  the  next  day  have  told  Saul  if  he  did 
not  persist  in  the  oath  he  had  taken  he  would  accuse  him  of 
perjury  ?  This  respectable  evidence  would  no  doubt  have  been 
made  the  most  of.  If  these  practices  are  permitted  to  go  on  with 
The  charge  impunity,  who  is  safe  ?  Ought  not  a  stigma  to  be  cast  on  that 
man  who  has  dared  to  violate  in  so  infamous  a  manner  every 
principle  of  law  and  justice?  One  remark  more  on  this  charge. 
It  mentions  in  the  body  of  it  that  on  the  19th  I  was  seen,  Jkc    K 

•  Ante,  p.  128. 

t  Two  of  these  testimonies  will  be  found  on  p.  127  and  one  od  p.  129,  ante.    The  othcn  m 
not  available. 
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was  on  the  19  th  the  piggs  was  sent  to  Toongabbe,  and  it  was      1796 
on  that  day  Saul  says  he  delivered  me  the  letter  *'  between  the     25  j^^ 
trees  adjoining  my  own  house,"  and  that  I  was  not  drunk.     This 
being  the  case,  how  could  I  be  "exposing  myself  at  an  early  hour"? 
I  declare  to  your  Excellency  this  charge  is  founded  on  a  most  base 
and  infamous  falsehood,  and  I  trust  will  be  treated  as  such. 

"  On  his  abusing  and  ill-treating  Mr.  Thorp,  the  millwright,  and  A  chuge  of 
Wm.  Rydout  [Ridoutl  for  applying  to  him  for  the  payment  of  treatment, 
money  he  was  indebtea  to  them"  : 

Though  this  charge  is  of  so  trifling  a  nature  as  hardly  worth 
noticing,  yet  for  your  Excellency's  satisfaction  the  evidences  of 
Thorp  and  Rydout  have  been  taken,  and  to  them  I  refer. ''^  I  had  The  circum« 
purchased  a  small  farm  from  Mr.  Thorp  and  had  paid  him  all  the  explained, 
money  except  X4.  Mr.  Thorp  met  me  and  asked  whether  it  was 
convenient  to  me  to  pay  him  that  sum.  I  answered  that  he 
should  have  it  on  Saturday.  He  was  perfectly  satisfied  ;  but  on 
the  Thursday  preceding  the  Saturday  he  came  to  my  house  and 
behaved  in  so  insolent  a  manner  that  I  was  under  the  necessity 
of  turning  him  out  of  my  house.  Rydout's  testimony  will,  I 
conceive,  be  perfectly  satisfactory. 

"On  his  stopping  Benjamin  Carver,  a  settler,  and  forcibly  taking  A  ohoige  of 
from  him  his  property  in  the  pubKc  highway,  and  distributing  it  ^^^ 
at  his  pleasure,  in  defiance  of  the  poor  and  helpless  owner"  : 

This  at  the  first  view  appears  a  heavy  chaise,  amounting  to  a 
highway  robbery ;  but  I  trust  it  will  bear  a  very  different  com- 
plexion when  your  Excellency  has  perused  Carver's  own  account 
of  it.t  It  will  appear  that  the  liquor  then  paid  away  was  with 
his  own  consent,  and  not  distributed. 

**  On  his  having  desired  the  destruction  of  one  of  his  letters  A  chaii^e  of 
written  to  Lieut.  Cummins  on  business,  least  it  should  be  pro-  SSduc?*^ 
duced  and  prove  the  follies  that  are  committed  under  the  sacred 
name  of  justice" : 

I  transmit  to  your  Excellency  a  copy  (the  original  in  my  poe- 
sesBion)  of  the. note,  and  you  will  judge  how  far  Mr.  Mc Arthur  is 
authorized  to  ground  such  a  charge  on  it : — *'Mr.  Atkins'  comp'ts  The  letter 
to  Mr.  Cummins — is  informed  that  he  means  to  memorial  the  J^^i!*^ 
Grovemorfor  a  delay  of  justice.     Mr.  A.  wishes  Mr.  C.  to  recollect  request. 
that  he  apologized  to  him  for  the  delay  by  press  of  business.    But 
Mr.  C.  may  rest  assured  that  the  evidences  shall  be  transmitted 
to  his  Excellency  in  the  course  of  three  days.     Supposing  Mr. 
Atkins  was  wrong,  he  did  not  suppose  Mr.  C.  would  appeal  with- 
out acquainting  him  with  it." 


it 


^  Thc«e  eridences  have  not  been  preserved. 

t  Carver's  Acooont  is  not  amongvt  the  ReoBrds.    It  is  posdble  that  Hunter  did  not  send 
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1798  The  evidences  aUuded  to  were  respecting  R  Davis  and  Mr. 

26  July,  and  Mrs.  Cummins,  and  they  were  sent  within  the  time  specified. 
The  note  was  sent  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Marsden's  informing 
me  with  Mr.  Cummins's  intentions.  Richard  Atkins. 


The  bill  of 
exchange. 


Pidmer  ack< 

nowledges 

payment 


1  Aug. 


Specialty 
oontncta. 


[Encloenre  No.  7.] 

EicHARD  Atkins  to  John  Palmer. 

Dear  Sir,  Parramatta,  28th  August,  1796. 

As  Captain  McArthur,  among  other  charges,  has  accused 
me  with  drawing  a  bill  in  your  favor  with  intention  to  defraud 
you  of  the  sum  of  XI 3  12s.  2d.,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will 
signify  to  me  your  opinion  on  the  matter.  I  assure  you  that  so 
far  from  it  I  had  at  that  time  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  CoUett 
and  Wimbume,  the  person  on  whom  the  bill  was  drawn,  a  much 
larger  sum  than  that  bill  I  drew  for.  I  am,  dire., 

KiCHARD  Atkins. 
[Enclosure  No.  8.] 

John  Palmer  to  Richard  ATKiNa 
Sir,  Sydney,  1st  September,  1796. 

In  answer  to  the  letter  I  just  received  from  you  relative 
to  a  bill  drawn  on  Messrs.  Collett  k  Wimburne  for  the  sum  of 
£13  12s.  2d.  sterling,  I  do  hereby  declare  that  I  never  entertained 
any  such  idea,  that  the  bill  above  mentioned  has  been  since  paid, 
and  you  must  be  well  convinced  that  I  could  not  have  entertained 
an  unfavourable  opinion  of  you,  having  continually  supplied  you 
with  money,  and  whatever  else  you  have  required  from  me,  and 
have  also  left  dii-ections  with  my  agent  to  continue  such  supplies. 

I  am,  k^.j 
'  Jno.  Palmer. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

1st  August,  1798. 
Parole — Uniformity.  Countersign — Regularity. 

The  great  inconvenience  which  is  experienced  by  the  civil  magis- 
trates every  time  they  meet  for  the  investigation  of  complaints 
and  other  matters  cognizable  by  them,  from  the  loose  and  careless 
manner  in  which  every  kind  of  business  between  the  inhabitants 
of  this  colony  is  transacted,  induces  the  Governor  to  recommend 
it  to  all  descriptions  of  persons  that  when  any  bargain,  con- 
tract, or  agreement  is  made  between  any  party  or  parties,  on  any 
subject,  matter,  or  thing  whatsoever,  the  same  be  made  in  writing, 
specifying  in  direct  and  absolute  terms  the  nature  of  such  bargain, 
contract,  or  agreement,  witnessed  and  subscribed  by  the  parties 
interested  therein;  a  measure  which  must  be  obvious  to  every 
one  is  calculated  to  prevent  disputes,  law  suits,  errors,  and  mis- 
understandings. Jno.  Hunter. 


r^. 
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Government  and  General  Order.  1796 

6th  August,  1798.         dAug. 
Parole — Fair.  Countersign — Honorable. 

Complaint  having  very  recently  been  made  to  the  Governor  that 
there  is  much  reason  to  suspect  that  many  of  those  persons  who 
have  taken  up  the  business  of  retailing  various  articles  to  the 
laboring  people  of  the  colony  use  false  or  improper  weights*  and  Fki«e 
measures,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  purchaser,  the  Governor  mlSjiroJ"** 
thinks  it  necessary,  therefore,  to  recommend  to  the  civil  magis- 
trates that  they  direct  the  constables  to  give  public  information 
to  such  retail  dealers  that  if  after  the  15  th  day  of  this  month  they 
are  found  to  use  any  weights  or  measures  but  such  as  have  been 
proved  to  be  just,  and  stamped  at  the  Government  store,  they  will 
be  liable  to  such  punishment  as  the  law  prescribes  in  such  cases. 

The  Governor  also  recommends  to  the  magistrates  that  as  the 
time  of  granting  new  licences  to  such  persons  as  were  allowed  to  Uquor 
retail  liquors  for  the  accommodation  of  the  working  people  has  "^®"*®'' 
been  some  time  passed,  that  they  proceed  as  early  as  they  con- 
veniently can  to  the  renewal  of  such  licences,  that  none  may 
believe  that  such  licences  are  unnecessary  ;  but  as  it  has  been 
found  that  the  number  formerly  granted  was  by  far  too  many,  and 
nearly  become  a  public  nuisance,  his  Excellency  recommends  that 
they  allow  only  the  following  numbers,  and  those,  he  trusts,  will 
be  chosen  from  amongst  the  very  best  characters :  Sydney,  eight ; 
Parramatta,  four ;  Hawkesbury,  three. 


Cumberland  County, 
to  wit. 


Major  Foveaux,  Vice-Admiralty  Judqj^ 

'  By  His  Excellency  John  Hunter,  Esquire,     lo  Auf?. 
Captain-General  and  Govemor-in-chief  in 
and  over  his  Majesty's  Territory  called 
New  South  Wales  and  its  dependencies, 
«S:c.,  <S:c. 

The  exigency  of  the  public  service  requiring  that  a  Court  of  Vice-  The  vice- 
Admiralty  should  be  held  on  Monday,  the  twentieth  day  of  this  court*  ^ 
instant,  August,  at  Sydney,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  to  take 
cognizance  of  and  proceed  in  all  matters  within  the  maritime 
jarisdiction  of  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court  of  New  South  Wales,  in 
the  absence  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Grose,  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
of  this  territory,  who  is  appointed  the  Judge  or  President  of  the 
said  Court  of  Vice- Admiralty,  in  and  for  this  settlement,  it  becomes 
expedient  that  a  competent  person  should  be  appointed  to  sit  or 
preside  as  Judge  or  President  of  such  Court,  I,  John  Hunter, 
Esq.,  Governor  and  Captain-General  in  and  over  his  Majesty's 
territory  called  New  South  Wales,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  and 
authorities  delegated  and  vested  in  me  as  Vice-Admiral,  Com- 

*  Ante,  p.  400. 
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1798  missary,  and  Doputy  of  the  said  Court  of  Vice- Admiralty  to  depute 
lOAiv  or  surrogate  in  my  place  one  or  more  deputy  or  deputies  as  often 
as  I  shall  think  fit,  and  also  to  name,  appoint,  make,  and  constitute 
whatsoever  other  £t  and  convenient  officers  and  ministers  under  me 
for  the  said  office  and  execution  thereof  in  New  South  Wales  afore- 
said, do  by  these  presents  nominate,  appoint^  ordain,  make,  and 
constitute  you.  Major  Joseph  Foveaux,  of  the  New  South  Wales 
Coi-ps,  to  be  Judge  and  President  of  the  said  Court  of  Vice- 
Admiralty,  which  shall  be  hoi  den  at  Sydney  aforesaid :  Ajid  you, 
the  said  Major  Joseph  Foveaux,  are  hereby  required  to  officiate  in 
the  said  Court  in  aU  the  duties  appertaining  to  the  said  office  of 
Judge  and  President. 

For  this  shall  be  your  sufficient  warrant  and  authority. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Government  House,  Syd- 
ney, this  tenth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight. 

Jno.  Hxtntbr. 


16  Aug. 


Ofiloers' 
convict- 
eennanta. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

15th  August^  179& 
Parol — Sheemess.  Countersign — Chatham. 

The  officers  are  hereby  informed  that  the  regulation  ordered  by 
Government  to  be  established  relative  to  the  laboring  servants 
employed  by  them  took  place  on  the  Ist  of  this  month.  If, 
therefore,  the  gentlemen  are  desirous  of  discharging  any  of  those 
they  have  Wtherto  employed,  they  will  now  return  them  and  send 
a  list  of  the  names  of  those  so  discharged  to  Captain  Johnston. 

Jno.  Huitter. 


80  Aug. 

Norfolk 
lAlaod. 


Captain 
Townion. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord  Duke,  20th  August,  I7da 

By  the  last  conveyance  from  Norfolk  Island  I  receive  a 
letter  from  Captain  Townson,*  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  the 
officer  in  command  there  for  the  time  being. 

Captain  Townson  expresses  himself  much  hurt  at  my  not  having 
kept  up  a  more  frequent  intercourse  with  him,  and  I  cannot  help 
thinking  this  mode  of  conduct  unwarrantable,  as  he  certainly 
might  have  waited  until  he  had  been  apprised  of  the  cause  or 
better  known  t^e  grounds  of  his  complaint.     By  his  letter,  I  find 

*  Captain  Townson  succeeded  Ueutenant-Qovenior  Kinflr  as  Commandant  at  Norfolk 
Uuid  in  September,  1790.— Ante,  pw  6  (noteX 
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he  has  wiitten  to  your  Grace  on  the  particular  concerns  of  the      17W 
island,  and  it  seems  he  has  put  his  letter  under  the  care  of  some     20  Ang. 
private  person  here.     I  am  wholly  unacquainted  with  its  contents, 
nor  ha^  Capt.  Townson  chosen  to  send  it  to  me,  to  be  forwarded 
with  my  dispatches  in  the  usual  channeL 

If,  my  Lord,  this  mode  of  correspondence  at  home,  on  the  con-  official 
cems  with  which  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  honour  me  with  ®  *i"***'^- 
the  direction  of,  is  suffered  to  pass  without  proper  notice,  I  can 
scarcely  see  where  it  will  terminate.     I  will,  however,  take  the 
liberty  of  assuring  your  Grace  that  I  can  never  see  with  indiffer- 
ence the  duties  of  my  office  thus  interfered  with. 

I  have  written  to  Capt.  Townson  and  told  him  so,  and  that  it  A  paniiei 
was  my  intention  to  mention  this  impropriety  to  your  Grace.  I 
am  the  more  particular  in  noticing  it  from  having,  in  several  letters, 
had  occasion  to  remark  libertys  of  the  same  nature  in  an  officer  of 
a  similar  description  here,  a  reply  to  whose  shameful  letter  to  your 
Grace  you  will  receive  by  this  conveyance. 

I  enclose  a  continuation  of  the  Public  Ordera*  I  have  had 
occasion  from  time  to  time  to  issue,  and  have  the  honor,  <bc., 

Jno.  Hunter. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

My  Lord  Duke,  20th  August,  1798. 

Your  Grace  will  receive  herewith  a  letter  addressed  to  me  The  chier 
from  Mr.  Balmain,  the  principal  surgeon  to  the  colony,  in  which  SSSJ^"® 
he  states  the  considerable  addition  to  his  duty  in  having  such 
seamen  belonging  to  his  Majesty's  ships  as  require  to  be  landed 
for  the  recovery  of  their  health  placed  in  the  colony  hospitals 
under  his  immediate  care  and  direction,  and  requesting  that  I  will 
forward  his  application  on  this  subject  to  your  Grace — it  is  for 
that  purpose  enclosed. 

I  also  transmit  another  letter  from  Mr.  Balmain,  covering  a  state 
of  the  sick,  &c.,  and  demands  for  hospital  stores. 

In  this  letter  he  mentions  the  deficiency  of  medical  assistance  inauflident 
in  the  now  extended  state  of  the  colony.     On  this  subject  I  have  ■^■*»**°®*' 
to  observe,  my  Lord,  that  the  duties  of  that  department  at  the 
Hawkesbury,  where  are  not  less  than  1,000  inhabitants  and  up- 
wards, have  been  constantly  attended  by  an  ignorant  convict,  and 
that  the  assistant  surgeon  stationed  at  Parramatta  has  frequently 
been  sent  for  on  occasion  of  accident,  twenty  miles  or  further, 
and  obliged  sometimes  to  walk  that  distance  in  the  night.    Should 
your  Grace  admit  the  expediency  of  Mr.  Balmain's  proposition,  Baimain's 
relative  to  the  appointment  of  an  apothecary  to  the  hospital,  I  P«»P<wit*on- 

*  These  Orden  will  be  found  printed  in  ihelr  proper  places  in  order  of  date. 
VOL.  Ill — 2  F 


flranoucAi.  F»f^^«^>»  OF  hsw  aourn  wales. 


of  BO  WSBum  mtn  it  «r  tmftJbkt  tfyn  Mr.  ThomM  AriidiU, 
W  wmeotkmt;  ht  k  paitkaluij  <|Balified  fior  it,  baTiiig been 
fegviariT  farm^t  «p  m  ifae  Mwiiml  profesBioB,  and  has  been 
reBdemf  here  favn  ifae  fiist  fitihUfflif  nf  of  the  ooIobj. 

I  trust,  mj  Iicprd.  tliat  a  s^pplj  of  hospital  storea  will  be  ordered 
as  aoioii  as  eooTmienc  I  hare,  Ac, 

Jinx  Hunm. 

Loe  «s<xk  P.S. — I  nidoGe  lor  roar  Grace's  mfionnatioii  an  aeeoont  d  our 
lire  stock,  and  ako  of  ground  at  pteaent  cropt  with  wbett,  to- 
gether with  what  is  prepaird  for  planting  with  maize. 


[bdonrelU.  L] 
St-sGEOir  BjlUlus  to  GoTKBaroH  Huxtbk. 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Walei»  31st  July,  1798. 

In  a  eonTenatian.  with  yoor  ExcdUeney  aoaM  days  ifo  I 
took  occasion  to  observe  that^  in  addition  to  the  datj  whieh  I  hn 
to  perform  as  diief  sorgeon  to  this  settlement^  I  have  sho  to 
receiTe  and  take  care  of  the  sick  which  are  oocasionafly  mt  to 
the  hospital  from  his  Majesty's  ships  and  others,  and  that  for  tlie 
Tbe  chief  Qncertain  allowance  of  thirteen  shillings  and  sixpence  for  ereij 
^VK»*ft  cure  performed  on  his  Majesty's  seamen  only.  I  say  oncertiini 
because  the  trouble  and  expoioe  of  employing  an  agent  in  Engknd 
to  pass  accounts  and  recover  ao  small  a  sura  &om  the  Sick  and 
Hurt  Board  is  discouraging  and  dibadvantageous,  and  I  presone 
your  Excellency  will  readily  allow  is  a  very  inadequate  compenair 
tion  for  the  charge  and  trouble  which  a  faithful  attention  to  so^ 
duty  requires. 

Asks  for  I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  I  have  not  tk 

mj£nitiit«!'  smallest  desire  to  make  any  difficulty  or  to  complain  of  haidfih^ 
in  performing  this  task  ;  but  as  it  is  customary  in  all  other  psitl 
to  give  additional  pay  to  such  of  his  Majesty's  servants  as  havt 
extraordinary  duties  to  perform,  I  trust  it  will  not  be  conaidend 
unreasonable  in  me  to  hope  for  the  same  indulgence. 

It  would  be  unbecoming  in  me  to  take  the  liberty  of  makiM 

Submiuihe  ^^J  demand  for  my  services;  this  is  for  the  considerataon  ana 

oflicSr"  ^    ^^  ^^^y  ^  determined  by  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  and  to  their 

8iii>eiioni.     decision  I  will  have  the  honor  of  bowing  with  the  moat  reqpeetfoB 

submission. 

I  will  not  trespass  longer  on  your  Exoellem^'s  time  than  ta  aflU 
that,  if  you  think  the  addition  of  five  shillings  a  day  to  my  pnamk 
salary  a  reasonable  expectation,  I  request  you  will  do  me  the  fcw 
to  recommend  it^  and  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  transmit  b^ 
application  on  this  subject  with  your  dispatches. 

I  have^  &c^ 

W.  Bauuix. 


THE   nSDICAL  STATF.  451 

[BndoBiire  Na  2.]  ITg^ 

BUBOEON  BaLMAIN   TO   GOVERNOR   HUNTBR.  ^  Aug. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
Sir,  Ist  August,  1798. 

Enclosed  is  a  state  of  the  sick  continued  from  the  31st  of  Hoepitai 
July,  1797,  to  the  31st  of  July  last,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  "'*"'"' 
last  demand  of  medicines  and  necessaries  for  the  use  of  the  hospital 
under  my  direction,  and  also  a  fresh  demand  for  various  other 
articles  whi<^  are  much  in  use  and  almost  quite  expended. 

It  will  scarcely  be  necessary  for  me  to  request  that  you  will  be 
pleased  to  represent  the  propriety  of  a  punctual  attention  to  these 
demands,  as  you  must  be  perfectly  aware  of.  the  inconveniences 
which  must  arise  from  the  want  of  all  or  any  of  them. 

It  is  also  my  duty  to  state  to  your  Excellency  that  the  extent  insufficient 
of  our  detachments  requires  a  greater  number  of  assistant  surgeons,  <^^^*^^'c- 
and  that  for  the  want  of  them  much  inconvenience  is  felt  by  the 
inhabitants. 

I  have  on  a  former  occasion  represented  to  you  that  an  unskilled 
convict  performs  the  medical  duty  at  the  Hawkesbury,  a  numerous  The  require. 
and  extensive  settlement.     One  assistant  surgeon  is  stationed  at  Hawkes-  *^^ 
iNorfolk  Island,  and  no  person  with  him  capable  of  taking  his  ^ur}-. 
charge,  in  case  of  accident  or  ill-health.  Another  of  the  gentlemen 
is  placed  at  Parramatta,  a  populous  place,  where  constant  watch- 
fulness and  attention  is  required,  and  myself  with  two  others 
perform  the  duty  at  head-quartei*s. 

From  this  statement  I  hope  it  will  be  evident  that  the  number  Additional 
of  medical  men  is  by  far  too  small,  and  that  in  addition  to  the  required. 
assistant  promised  in  the  room  of  the  late  Mr.  Irwin  [Irving] 
another  assistant  surgeon,  together  with  an  apothecary  for  the 
hospitals,  are  indispcnsibly  necessary. 

If  what  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  observe  on  this  subject  be 
approved  of,  an  assistant  surgeon  maybe  spared  from  head-quarters, 
as  the  apothecary  will  fully  supply  his  place,  and  have  also  suffi- 
cient time  to  pe^orm  his  own  particular  duty.  By  this  arrangement 
there  will  be  five  assistant  surgeons  on  detachment,  which  I  think 
will  in  the  present  state  of  the  colony  be  sufficient. 

Men  of  abilities  should  be  selected  for  the  most  obvious  reasons,  Assistant- 
and  here  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  Mr.  Thos.  Amdell  to  the  £^ji 
appointment  of  apothecary;  he  is  in  every  respect  well  qualified  '®^?\ 
tar  the  office,  and  as  he  enjoys  a  pension  of  £50  pr.  annum  for  his 
past  services  as  assistant  surgeon,  would  be  well  satisfied  to  do  the 
duty  by  having  his  pay  made  up  to  that  of  an  apothecary. 

With  submission  to  your  Excellency's  judgement  and  opinion, 

I  have,  <S:c., 

W.  Balkain. 
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(iKXERAL  Htate  of  the  Sick,  Hurt,  *c.,  in  N.  S.  Wales,  from  ll 
3lBt  July,  17S7,  to  the  31st  July,  1798  :— 
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W.  BALHAitt,  Fiiscipal  Sargem- 
[EnclotureNo.  4.] 
i-ovST  of  Live  ytock,  of  Ground  now  Crop'd  with  Whedtu* 
lUrlpy,  niid  whnt  is  prepair'd  for  M&ize  this  eeason  in  ^ 
Settlement  of  New  South  Wales,  together  with  Incre**!!* 
lVvr\"*s*  of  Live  Stock  within  the  lost  Six  Months,  wid* 
AoiYS  in  t'ultivfttion  since  last  year. 
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i>ay  U>  *U*ut  7,'>,l\X>  busheb ;  and  of  maize,  from  M  *" 
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Yice-Admiraltt  Court.  1796 

His  Majesty's  Territory  called  New  South  Walea 

At  a  Court  of  Vice- Admiralty,  holden  at  Sydney,  the  20tli  day  of     20  Au^. 

August,  1798. 
The  President  having  reported  to  his  Excellency  that  i^veral  Non- 
members  nominated  and  summoned  to  attend  in  order  to  compose  at  v?ce  "^ 
this  Court,  by  virtue  of  a  precept  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  John  ^^1^^^ 
Hunter,  Esquire,  Captain-General  and  Govemor-in-Chief  of  this 
his  Majesty's  territoxy,  have  failed  in  due  obedience  thereto  and 
neglected  to  give  their  attendance  this  day,  whereby  the  public 
service  is  much  impeded  and  injured,  his  Excellency  hath  directed 
the  President  to  signify  the  Governor's  entire  disapprobation  of  a 
conduct  which  seems  to  border  on  contumacy,  and  that  the  said 
President  do  cause  the  following  extract  from  his  Excellency's 
Commission,  specially  prepared  for  this  purpose,  to  be  publicly  read 
in  open  Court,  and  entered  upon  record  in  the  said  Court,  as  a 
general  and  standing  order  that  on  future  occasions  the  Governor's 
power  and  the  penalties  incuiTed  by  disobedience  thereof  may  be  PeiuJties 
known  and  understood  by  all  i*anks  and  descriptions  of  people.  *"  ^^' 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Extract  from  tlie  CommUaion  referred  to, 

*'We  do  in  our  name  command  all  and  singular  our  Governors, 
jastices,  mayors,  sheriff,  captains,  marshalls,  bailiffs,  keepers  of 
all  our  gaols  and  prisons,  constables,  and  all  other  our  officers  and 
faithful  and  liege  subjects  whatsoever  and  every  of  them,  as  well 
within  liberties  and  franchises  as  without,  that  in  and  about  the 
execution  of  ye  premises  and  every  of  them  they  be  aiding,  favor- 
ing, assisting,  submissive,  and  yield  obedience  in  all  things  as  is  The 
fitting  to  you  the  aforesaid  John  Hunter,  our  Captain-General  and  5jJ®JJ®' " 
Govemor-in-Chief  of  the  said  territory  called  New  South  Wales, 
extending  as  aforesaid,  and  of  all  the  country  and  islands  as 
aforementioned,  and  to  your  deputy  whomsoever,  and  to  all  other 
officers  (by  you  appointed  or  to  be  appointed)  of  our  said  Vice- 
Admiralty  in  the  said  territory,  dec,  and  maritime  parts  of  the 
same  and  thereto  adjoining,  under  pain  of  the  law  and  the  peril 
which  will  fall  thereon." 

MUTINY  ON  THE  BARWELL. 

Cumberland,   to  wit,  (f^Tf^^^?!,^^  a  Vice-Admiralty  Court 
g   ^    '  M  held  by  virtue  of  a  precept  from  under 

9A*i,  A^  ^  t  1  '•OQ      J  ^^6  hand  and  seal  of  his  Excellency  John 
-Uth  August,  l^y».    (h^j^^j.^  j^,^^^  Governor  and  Captain- 
General  in  and  over  his  Majesty's  territory  of  New  South  Wales 
and  its  dependencies,  &c.,  il^c. 

Read  the  Jjetters  Patent  appointing  John  Hunter,  Esq're,  Governor  Lewen 
and  Captain-General,  &c.,  Vice-Admiral  of  New  South  Wales.       ^***"*- 


454 


HISTORICAL  &ECOBDS  OF  N£W  80UTS  WALES. 
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20  Aug. 


Officers  of 
Vice- 
Admiralty 
Court. 


Absent 
inenibcrH. 


Offenders. 


Read  the  appointment  of  Richard  Atkins,  gentleman,  to  be 
Register  of  the  Vice-Court  of  Admiralty,  New  South  Wales. 

Read  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  to  be  IVo?Oflr 
Martial  of  the  Vice- Court  of  Admiralty,  New  South  Wales. 

The  following  members  formed  the  Court : — 
Captain  Henry  Waterhouse,  of  his  Majesty's  Royal  Na?y. 
Lieutenant  William  Kent.  Captain  Chas.  Bishop. 

Lieutenant  Robert  Brathwaite.       Augustus  Alt,  Esq're. 


Lieutenant  John  Shortland. 
Lieutenant  Matthew  Flinders. 
Captain  Wm.  Wilkinson. 


Mr.  Thomas  AmdelL 

Mr.  Thomas  Moore. 

Mr.  Andrew  Gouldie,  GoiiBflr. 


Richai*d  Atkins,  Register. 

Who,  being  duly  sworn,  issued  an  order  to  the  Provost-Martaal  to 
summons  Captain  John  Feam,  Mr.  Robt.  Campbell,  Mr.  James 
Williamson,  and  Mr.  Roger  Simpson  to  appear  at  the  Court  on 
Tuesday,  the  21st  instant,  to  shew  cause  for  their  disobedience  to 
his  Excellency  the  Governor's  authority,  when  ordered  to  attend 
as  membei*s  composing  the  said  Court. 

George  Bond  appeared  in  Court,  and  on  his  indictment  pleaded 

not  guilty ;  J L and  others,  convicts,  appeared  in  Coiut» 

and  on  their  indictment  pleaded  not  guilty. 

Issued  a  warrant  to  the  Provost-Martial  to  ^prebend  John 
Murray,  Wm.  Hallam,  Gregory  Belloe,  James  Owens,  and  Jofcn 
Navils,  privates  in  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  charged  utA 
divers  offences  committed  on  the  high  seas,  to  be  brought  before 
the  Vice- Admiralty  Court,  to  plead  to  their  several  indictment^ 
on  Tuesday,  the  21st  instant. 

The  annexed  paper  (No.  1)*  delivered  into  the  Court  by  Geoiip 
Bond,  and  their  opinion  taken  thereon,  when  the  objection  stoted 
in  the  above-named  paper  was  overruled. 

Adjourned  to  Tuesday  ye  ^Ist 

The  Court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Court  took  into  their  consideration  the  several  indictmeBU 

brought  before  them,  which  state  that  on  the  2(>th  day  of  March 

certain  crimes  were  committed  by  the  several  persons  therein 

charged.    The  opinion  of  the  Court  was  taken  whether  they  should 

confine  the  evidence  to  acts  committed  on  that  particular  day, 

when,  after  having  consulted  all  the  law  authorities,  they  were 

unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  evidences  are  not  to  be  confined 

on  their  examination  to  that  particular  day,  but  may  be  examined 

on  any  act  committed  on  a  subsequent  day. 

Membere  Captain  John  Feame,  Mr.  Robt.  Campbell,  Mr.  James  WiUimi- 

non-  son,  and  Mr.   Roger  Simpson   having  been  summoned  by  the 

attendwioe.   Provost-Martial  to  appear  on  this  day  to  shew  cause  for  their 

non-attendance  at  the  Vice- Admiralty  Court  when  oniered  so  to 

*  This  paper  is  mlwing. 


The  indict 
nients. 
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do  by  the  precept  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  Vice- Admiral      1798 
of  this  colony,  the  three  first  appeared  to  the  summons,  when  they     20  Aug. 
were  censured  by  the  Judge  of  the  Court  by  a  paper  read  by  him 
in  open  Court,  which  paper  is  to  be  recorded  in  said  Court ;  and 
the  Provost-Martial  (mi^«d  to  bring  Mr.  Roger  Simpson  before 
the  Court. 

John  Murray,  William  Hallam,  Gregory  Belloe,  James  Nevil,  Prisoners  at 
privates  in  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  being  brought  to  the  ^^  ®"* 
Bar,  were  arraigned,  and,  pleading  not  guilty,  were  put  on  their 
tryal;  and  at  the  same  time  the  other  prisoner,  James  Owens, 
having  declared  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court  that  his  name  was 
John,  not  James,  and  claimed  the  benefit  of  a  misnomer,  which 
was  admitted,  and  he  was  in  consequence  discharged  from  the  Bar 
of  the  said  Coui*t. 

J Y y  a  convict,  being  duly  sworn  : —  Evidence  of 

a  convict. 

Q.  by  Prosecutor, — Do  you  recollect  a  discovery  being  made  of 
a  plot  to  seize  the  ship  Barwell  ? 

A. — I  do.  John  Gray,  John  Murray,  Corporal  W^elch,  Gregory 
BeUoe,  James  Nevil,  and  W'm  Hallam  came  into  the  soldiers' 
ho^ital,  where  the  deponent  was.  Grey  said  he  had  a  great 
secret  to  reveal  to  the  deponent — that  himself  and  the  soldiers  a  plot 
IumI  agreed  to  take  the  ship,  and  all  of  them  were  to  have  their  ^^^  ^^"^ 
guns  ready  charged,  and  that  the  guns  were  to  be  delivered  up  to 
the  convicts.  Grey  further  said  that  it  would  be  an  easy  thing 
for  him  (the  deponent)  to  take  a  deal  or  two  from  the  partition 
separating  the  soldiers'  hospital  from  the  convicts,  and  said  that 
the  deponent  was  too  intimate  with  the  captain  and  officers  to  do 
it.  Afterwards  Welch  said  that  there  was  a  Lord  Judge  on  board, 
and  Grey  replied  he  hoped  it  would  be  in  his  power  to  judge  him 
very  soon  ;  and  Welch  then  called  for  a  bottle  of  brandy  and  said 
he  would  give  us  all  a  toast,  which  was,  "  Damnation  to  the  King  a  disloyal 
and  Country."  Afterwards  Grey  asked  the  deponent  what  he  was  ^^  ' 
lor  doing,  who  replied  that  he  was  determined  to  have  nothing  to 
do  with  it,  for  that  he  would  not  be  concerned  in  murder.  Grey 
replied  that  he  would  give  the  deponent  until  to-morrow  to  con- 
sider of  it.  That  during  the  time  the  toast  was  drank  and  the 
conversation  that  passed  between  himself  and  Grey,  Murry,  Welch, 
Belloe,  and  Hallam,  the  prisoners  at  the  Bar,  were  present  and 
drank  ye  toast  before  mentioned.  The  morning  after  Grey  came 
again  to  the  deponent,  and  then  asked  him  what  he  was  for  doing. 
The  deponent  replied  that  he  still  continued  in  the  same  mind  as 
formerly,  and  that  he  was  determined  to  have  nothing  to  do  witli 
it.  Welch  was  with  Grey,  and  he  (Grey)  said  to  the  deponent  that 
he  need  not  be  afraid  for  all  that — the  soldiers  had  laid  their  heads 
together,  and  that  there  were  above  thirty  guns  ready  chatged. 
Grey  said  to  the  deponent  that  he  would  say  no  more  to  him  at 
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1708 

so  Aug. 

Settlingr  the 
details. 


The  con- 

Rpirators' 

toast. 


Afraid  of 
exposure. 


Convicts  to 
Join  their 
guards. 


A  promise  of 
))ardon. 


present,  but  he  would  have  him  come  down  between  decks  and 
dine  with  him,  and  that  they  would  then  settle  it  there  and  treal 
him  with  a  bottle  of  brandy.  That  he  was  half  an  hoar  persuad- 
ing the  deponent  to  go  down  between  decks,  but  the  deponent 
desired  him  (Grey)  never  to  mention  it  again  to  him,  and  he  never 
had  from  tliat  time  any  further  conversation  with  him.  That  at 
the  time  Welch  told  the  deponent  that  thirty  guns  were  chai^ 
ye  four  prisoners  were  present. 

Q,  by  Prosecutor. — At  the  time  the  prisoners  were  drinking  dam- 
nation to  their  king  and  country,  did  they  not  also  add,  "wishing 
the  ship  may  sink  when  they  are  out  of  it  f 

A. — Yes,  they  did. 

Q. — Did  all  the  prisoners  drink  that  toast  seperately  ? 

A, — The  whole  of  them  did. 

(?.  — Did  they  abuse  or  throw  out  any  threats  against  you  for 
not  drinking  the  toast  ? 

A, — They  said,  "You  dam'd  Scotch  beggar,  if  you  do  not  drink 
it  you  will  bo  telling,  and  if  you  ever  do  tell  we  will  run  yon 
through  wherever  we  meet  you." 

(J.- -Did  you  conceive  their  threats  were  in  order  to  prevent 
your  telling  that  they  had  drunk  the  above  toast,  or  was  it  to 
prevent  your  discovering  the  plan  of  insurrection  ? 

A. — They  (the  prisoners)  thought  that  if  he  (the  deponent) 
discovered  it,  it  would  prevent  their  taking  their  ship. 

Q. — When  they  proposed  the  plan  of  taking  two  planks  out  of 
the  bulkhead  of  the  soldiers*  hospital,  did  Patrick  Welch  say  that 
it  would  be  a  nice  place  for  the  convicts  to  come  through  and  join 
the  soldiers  ? 

A. — He  did. 

Q, — Were  any  of  the  prisoners  at  the  Bar  present  at  the  time 
Welch  used  that  expression  ? 

A. — All  the  prisoners  were  present  at  the  time. 

Q. — Did  they  (the  prisoners),  on  his  (the  deponent's)  refusing 
to  join  them  at  that  time,  threaten  to  murder  him  (the  deponent) 
and  blow  the  captain  and  officers  to  damnation  ? 

A.— They  did. 

Q, — Did  the  soldiers  now  at  the  Bar  with  Welch  declare  they 
would  stick  true  to  one  another,  and  be  all  as  one  man  with  fire- 
locks well  charged,  or  words  to  the  like  effect  ? 

^.— They  did. 

Q.  by  Gregory  Belloe, — Did  not  Captain  Cameron  give  him  (the 
deponent)  a  promise  to  obtain  for  him  a  pardon  on  condition  of 
his  coming  forward  as  an  evidence  against  the  prisoner,  as  well 
as  against  Mr.  Bond  ? 

A. — Captain  Cameron  never  did  give  such  a  promise,  and  the 
information  of  the  conspirators  was  gave  to  Mr.  Dore  without  the 
privity  of  Capt'n  Cameron. 
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Q.  by  Wm,  HaUam. — Did  not  you  (the  deponent)  tell  a  man      1708 
of  the  name  of  Lancashire,  as  well  as  Grace  and  Jacques,  that     20  Au^. 
Captain  Cameron  had  promised  you  a  pardon  if  you  would  come 
forward  as  an  evidence  against  the  soldiers  ? 

A. — ^He  never  did. 

Q. —  Have  you  not  been  kept  on  board  the  Harwell  since  her  Onboard  the 
arrival  at  Port  Jackson  for  the  purpose  of  giving  your  evidence  ^•^**^"- 
against  the  soldiers  ? 

A — I  was  not  kept  on  board  for  that  purpose,  but  I  requested 
Captn.  Cameron  to  keep  me  there,  as  I  conceived  my  life  to  be  in 
danger  in  coming  on  shore. 

Q, — ^Did  you  consider  your  life  to  be  in  danger  from  any  of  the 
prisoners  at  the  Bar  ? 

A. — I  conceived  my  life  to  be  in  danger  from  the  whole  of  them. 

Q, — ^Where  did  you  (the  deponent)  think  you  was  going  to  when 
the  Harwell  left  this  port  ? 

A — I  supposed  that  I  should  be  ordered  on  shore. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  hear  any  of  the  prisoners  at  the  Barr  say  Conduct 
anything  that  could  excite  a  mutiny  or  tend  to  the  taking  of  the  plill^ncni 
ahipl 

A. — He  has  heard  the  whole  of  them  use  expressions  to  that 
effect 

Q. — At  what  time  and  at  what  part  of  the  ship  was  it  that  you 
heard  those  expressions  1 

A, — In  the  soldiers'  hospital  at  ye  time  that  they  would  not 
drink  damnation  to  the  King  and  country. 

Q. — ^Did  you  not  mention  to  some  person  or  persons  in  this 
setUement  that  you  was  going  home  in  the  Barwell  ? 

A, — He  has  mentioned  to  many  persons  that  he  expected  a  Expecting 
pardon  fix)m  England,  in  which  case  he  would  go  home  in  the  ^  p*"*®"' 
Barwell. 

Q. — Can  you  speak  to  any  particular  person  or  persons  you 
mentioned  this  to  f 

A. — ^I  have  often  mentioned  it  to  Mr.  Tumbull,  an  officer  on 
hoard  the  Barwell,  and,  perhaps,  to  other  persons,  but  can't  recollect 
to  whom. 

Q, — Did  you  ever  mention  it  to  B ,  a  convict  ? 

A, — He  thinks  he  did. 


J B ,  convict,  being  duly  sworn  : —  Evidence  of 

Q.  hy  Prosecutor. — Will  you  relate  to  the  Court  what  passed 
between  you  and  Wm.  Hallam,  a  prisoner  at  ye  Barr,  after  the 
ship  Barwell  left  the  Cape  on  the  20th  March,  or  any  day  subse- 
quent to  it  ? 

-4. — ^Wm.  Hallam  came  down  into  the  prisoners'  hospital  and 
began  complaining  about  their  (the  soldiers')  provisions;  he  said  they  soidicre' 
would  have  no  banyan  days — tnat  they  had  hard  duty,  and  that  they  grievances. 
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1708      ought  to  have  meat  every  day ;  he  further  said  that  no  more  men 
20  Aug.     should  be  punished,  and  that  they  would  stidc  together  to  a  mu, 
and  that  the  of&oers  of  the  ship  durst  not  deny  them  what  promioat 
they  wanted.     He  said  that  they  were  encouraged  to  do  aosetlm^ 
else,  but  that  he  did  not  know  whether  they  would  accept  it  or  not 
The  deponent  asked  him  what  it  was  1    He  replied  he  did  not  knoir 
convicts"  ^^  whether  he  could  tell  him  or  not,  but  that  he  believed  he  oouldpit 
confidence  in  him  (the  deponent).     The  deponent  said  be  wished 
they  were  at  their  journey's  end,  for  that  they  weare  always  gram- 
bling.     The  prisV  Hallam  said  they  were  not  through  yet,  and  tbst 
he  would  be  dam'd  if  ever  they  should  get  through,  for  tiiat  sone* 
thing  better  would  be  done  for  him  (the  deponent).   That  deponent 
understood  what  he  meant,  and  told  him  the  consequence  of  motiBj, 
and  that  if  they  had  any  just  grievance  they  might  get  it  redrened 
when  they  got  to  their  journey's  end.     Hallam  said  he  would  be 
dam'd  if  they  would  wait  for  that,  as  they  had  the  power  in  their 
own  hand?. 

Q,  by  Prosecutor, — Did  yon  ask  the  prisoner  Hallam  if  he  knew 
the  consequence  of  a  mutiny,  and  how  fatal  it  might  be  if  dif> 
covered  1 

A. — He  did  ask  him  that  question. 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  what  answer  was  made  you  by  Hallam  f 

A. — He  cannot  say. 

Q. — Did  Hallam  ask  you  if  you  did  not  know  who  was  attiie 
head  of  this  ? 

A. — He  did. 

Q, — Did  he  not  say  it  was  the  blind  one  f 

A, — He  did. 

Q. — Did  you  understand  who  he  meant  by  the  blind  one  t 

A, — He  did  understand;  for  that  he  Hallam  expressed  himself 
who  it  was, 

Q, — Did  Hallam  say  to  you,  "It  is  Bond,  our  officer,  a  dam'd  good 
fellow,  and  there  are  but  few  of  us  he  will  trust  with  the  secret f 

A, — He  did  say  so,  or  words  to  the  same  effect. 

Q. — Did  Hallam  observe  to  you  that  the  soldiers  had  thepov* 
in  their  own  hands,  from  being  possessed  of  arms,  to  take  the 
ship,  and  that  they  intended  so  to  do  when  they  had  been  a  few 
days  at  sea  ? 

A. — He  did  observe  it  to  deponent. 

Q, — Did  Hallam  enjoin  you  to  secresyl 

A, — He  did. 

Q, — Did  he  repeatedly  enjoin  you  to  secresy  1 

A, — The  next  day  he  did,  and  seemed  rather  afraid  that  d^ 
nent  would  inform  the  officers  of  what  had  passed  between  tbeno. 

Q. — Did  he  hold  out  any  expectation  <rf  your  regainipg  J(^ 
liberty? 


The  ring- 
leader. 


A  militaiy 
officer. 
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A, — On  the  first  day  cl  the  conversation  he  did  hold  o«t  aa      ITOa 
ejqpectaitkm  of  my  regaining  my  liberty,  but  that  he,  the  deponent,     90  Aug. 
ti&  him  he  wisluBd  to  come  to  the  end  of  his  journey. 

Q.  by  the  Court — Was  it  the  day  the  alteration  of  the  ration  to  Aitemttonof 
the  aoldierB  took  place  that  this  conversation  happened  f  ^^^^ 

A. — It  was. 

Q,  by  HaUam, — Did  you  not  say  to  a  person  in  this  colony  that 
joa  would  swear  anything  for  Captn.  Cameron,  in  order  to  get  you 
your  pardon  and  take  you  home  in  the  Barwell  % 

.  A. — He  neither  used  such  expression  or  did  Oaptn.  Cameron 
make  me  any  promise  of  that  kind. 

Q, — Did  you  never  make  use  of  those  expressions  to  John  Davis, 
a  millwright  ] 

A — He  never  did,  but  he  is  acquainted  with  him. 

Q. — Have  you  never  received  any  reward,  or  are  you  not  in 
expectation  of  receiving  one,  for  coming  forward  as  an  evidence  on 
this  prosecution  ? 

A — He  neither  has  or  does  he  expect  to  receive  any  reward. 

The  Ci>wri  adjourned  to  Wednesday^  22nd  AuguU,  An  adjourn- 

Q,  by  Prosecutor. — Did  Hallam  say  in  the  course  of  his  con- 
versation with  you  that  he  would  be  dam'd  if  the  ship  should  get 
to  its  journey's  end  ] 

A. — He  said  he  would  be  damned  if  we,  meaning  the  prisoners, 
should  ever  get  to  their  journey's  end. 

Qrby  Wm,  Hallam, — Do  you  recollect  the  substance  of  a  con-  cro«s- 
versation  which  passed  between  you  and  Sml.  Bishop,  about  a  ®j^*"*^" 
fortnight  ago,  when  going  to  Parramatta  with  a  pass  from  Judge 
Dore,  in  quest  of  some  money  due  to  you  there  ? 

A. — I  do  not  recollect  ye  person  by  name,  nor  does  he  recollect 
any  discourse  that  he  had  with  that  person. 

Q, — Do  you  recollect  saying  that  the  Judge  would  be  a  friend 
to  you  as  long  as  you  was  in  the  colony,  and  for  what  reason  ? 

A. — He  does  not  recollect. 

Q, — Do  you  not  recollect  having  said  that  the  reason  why  the 
Ju<^  said  he  would  be  a  friend  to  you  was  in  consequence  of 
what  had  passed  on  board  the  Barwell  ? 

A — Says  he  does  not  recollect.  An  ina-imi- 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  ye  substance  of  a  convei-sation  that  passed  veraaSon." 
between  you  and  John  Brown,  a  soldier,  and  Thos.  Turner  this 
morning  ? 

A, — I  this  morning  went  into  the  bakehouse  of  John  Brown  for 
bread ;  the  dept.  asked  him  how  he  did  or  wished  him  a  good 
morning;  Brown  said  to  deponent,  "You  are  a  pretty  sort  of  a 
man";  the  dept.  asked  him  what  for.  Brown  replied  for  what  did  I 
think,  and  said  you  must  be  a  perjured  man.  "  For  what  reason  ?" 
replied  dept   Brown  said,  ''Did  you  not  tell  me  you  would  swear 
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anything  for  Captain  Cameron  ?''  The  deponent  said  he  never  men- 
tioned such  a  thing;  Brown  said  he  would  take  his  oath  of  it; 
and  the  deponent  replied  he  hoped  he  had  more  regard' for  himself 
and  a  future  state ;  Brown  said  that  was  not  to  be  minded.    Ye 
deponent  then  went  away,  and  said  if  he  was  of  that  disposition 
the  shorter  time  he  staid  there  the  better ;  and  Brown  said  that 
neither  himself,  the  deponent,  or  any  of  Captain  Cameron's  evi- 
dences should  be  countenanced  by  any  gentleman  or  other  persons 
in  this  colony  ;  he  further  observed  that  Captn.  Cameron  was  here 
to-day  and  gone  to-morrow,  and  that  he,  the  deponent,  ought  to 
study  his  own  interest  and  the  interest  of  the  colony ;  to  whidi 
deponent  replied  that  interest  ought  to  have  no  weight  where 
justice  was  required. 

Q, — Do  you  not  recollect  on  such  occasions  having  said  that  bad 
you  have  known  yesterday  as  much  as  you  did  tx>day  you  would 
not  have  appeared  at  all,  but  would  have  run  in  the  woods  f 

A. — I  do  not  recollect  having  said  so. 

Q. — Do  you  not  recollect  having  also  said  that  what  you  had 
sworn  against  the  soldiers  you  was  obliged  to  swear,  and  that  yoa 
really  believed  Mr.  Bond  and  the  soldiers  to  be  as  innocent  as  the 
child  unborn? 

A. — I  do  not  recollect  having  said  so. 

Q.  by  Prosecutor, — Do  you  recollect  having  at  any  time  been 
applied  to  by  any  person  or  persons  to  deny  the  evidence  formerly 
*  sworn  to  by  you  before  Mr.  Balmain  relative  to  this  business  t 
A, — Frequently. 

Q, — Have  you  been  offered  any  reward  for  denying  the  evidence? 

A. — He  cannot  positively  say  he  has,  but  something  to  the  same 
purpose.  The  night  before  the  tryal  came  on  I  was  accosted  by  a 
person,  Mary  Newton,  who  keeps  a  bakehouse,  who  said  she  hoped 
Suborning  a  that  he  was  not  going  as  an  evidence  against  that  poor  man  to 
take  his  life.  Tlie  deponent  said  he  did  not  believe  his  evidence 
would  affect  hira  in  the  least,  as  he  never  heard  Mr.  Bond  say 
anything  respecting  the  business,  and  that  the  evidence  he  had  to 
give  lay  another  way  and  against  another  person.  She  said  for 
Jesus  Christ  do  not  give  evidence  against  them,  and  if  Mr.  Bond 
pulls  through  and  gets  clear  of  this  that  he  would  enter  a  law- 
suit against  Captain  Cameron,  and  would  undoubtedly  recover 
damages,  and  that  he  (Bond)  was  a  very  good  man,  and  she  would 
pass  her  word  that  everyone  of  us  should  be  well  rewarded,  and 
that  several  other  persons  had  spoken  to  him  to  deny  what  he  had 
before  said. 


The  cliief 

mate's 

evidence. 


Mr.  Byers,  chief  mate  of  the  Barwell,  being  duly  sworn  : — 

Q.  by  Prosecutor. — Relate  to  the  Court  what  you  know  respect- 
ing a  mutiny  on  board  the  Barwell  subsequent  to  the  20th  Mu^? 
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A. — On  the  24th,  between  the  hours  of  3  and  4  in  the  evening,      1708 
we  were  disturbed  by  a  noise  in  the  soldiers'  apartment,  owing  to     20  Au?. 
a  quarrel  between  Hallara  and  Murray.    They  were  ordered  upon 
deck  by  their  commanding  officer,  which  they  refused  to  do.     He 
(the  commanding  officer)  then  ordered  the  sergeant  and  corporal 
to  bring  them  up,  which  they  it^glected  to  do.     The  deponent  was 
then  ordered  by  Captain  Cameron  to  send  them  up,  which  the 
deponent  did.     The  commanding  officer,  Mr.  Bailey,  ordered  the 
soldiers  to  be  paraded  without  their  arms.     This,  likewise,  they 
refused  to  do.     The  soldiers  in  general  then  said  that  they  would  Mutiooiis 
oome  up  with  their  arms,  but  after  some  hesitation  the  whole  of  ^  **"" 
them  that  were  below  came  up  without  their  arms.     Hallam  and 
Murray  were  ordered  by  their  commanding  officer  to  be  put  in  irons 
with  Patrick  Welch,  then  a  soldier,  and  ordered  into  the  orlop 
among  the  convicta     Murray,  on  going  down  the  ladder,  made 
use  of  this  expression,  '<  That  if  they  were  all  of  his  mind  every 
man  would  be  put  down  there." 

Q,  by  Prosecutor, — Do  you  recollect  having  heard  Hallam  say 
to  Ensign  Bailey  that  he  had  robbed  him,  which  he  had  no  right 
to  do? 

A, — He  does  not  recollect  those  expressions. 

Q, — Do  you  recollect  anything  respecting  a  pack  of  cards  which  Card- 
Mr.  Bailey  took  from  ye  piisoner  Hallam,  as  he  was  playing  with  ^  ^  "^'* 
them  contrary  to  Mr.  Bailey's  express  order,  and  Mr.  Bailey  hove 
them  overboard  1 

A, — He  does  recollect  that  circumstance,  which  reminds  him  of 
the  former  question  respecting  Hallam's  saying  Mr.  Bailey  had 
robbed  him,  for  he  now  recollects  Hallam's  saying  to  Mr.  Bailey 
that  he  had  robbed  him. 

Q, — Do  you  recollect,  that  in  consequence  of  that  expression  of 
the  pris'r  Hallam  said  to  Mr.  Bailey,  that  the  ship's  irons  were 
ordered,  in  order  to  confine  Hallam  for  it,  and  that  a  rumour  spread 
among  the  soldiers  in  general  below  that  he  was  inmiediately  to  be  Tiie  soldiers 
punished,  which,  by  several  expressions  made  use  of,  they  were  uae^rw. 
determined  to  resist  by  force  ? 

A — He  does  recollect  it. 

Q.  by  John  Murray, — Do  you  know  or  recollect  whether  he  had  Crosi- 
any  faUing  out  with  Wm.  Hallam  on  that  day  1  l^^^r^ 

A. — He  does  recollect  a  quarrel  with  Hallam  in  consequence  of 
a  game  at  cards. 

Q. — Was  I  the  person  that  was  playing  at  cards  with  Wm. 
Hallam,  or  did  you  ever  know  nie  play  at  cards  on  board  the  ship? 

A, — He  did  not  see  him  play  at  cards  at  any  time  on  board  the 
ahip. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  desire  me  to  come  up  on  that  day,  and  did  I 
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A — I  did  desire  you  to  come  up  on  that  day,  and  jtm  did  ranst, 
and  I  told  you  that  if  yon  continued  to  resist  I  would  have  yew 
brought  up  by  a  rope's  end,  and  when  you  was  at  the  bottom  oltiie 
ladder  you  still  continued  to  resist  coming  up. 

Q.  by  Froaecutar, — Did  Ensign  BaUey,  before  you  went  dewn 
below  or  afterwards,  point  out  to  you  any  danger  in  going  at  tibtft 
time  among  the  soldiers  ? 

A, — ^He  does  not  recollect  any  expressions  of  that  kind. 

Q,  by  Court, — At  the  time  you  went  down,  was  Hallam  aad 
Murray  sober  or  drunk  1 

A, — ^They  were  both  a  little  intoxicated. 

Q, — Do  you  know  anything  particular  respecting  Bdloe  ad 
Nevil,  the  other  two  prisoners  % 

A. — Respecting  Belloe,  he  was  confined  in  the  orlop  deck,  cb 
suspicion  of  conveying  letters  to  the  convicts  from  Mr.  Bimd ;  with 
respect  to  Nevil,  he  has  nothing  to  say. 

J L ,  a  convict,  being  duly  sworn  : — 


Q,  by  Prosecutor. — Did  Mr.  Bond  ever  desire  you,  if  yon  iftw 
Belloe,  to  tell  him  to  be  sure  to  deny  anything  he  might  have  nid 
to  the  captain  that  was  prejudicial  to  lum  (Mr.  Bond)  whea  he 
was  brought  to  tryal,  for  that  nothing  could  injure  him  (Belloe) 
if  he  persisted  in  denying  it  1 

A. — Mr.  Bond  said  to  me  if  I  could  see  Belloe  to  let  him  know 
whatever  he  had  said  concerning  Mr.  Bond  to  Captain  Cameron, 
to  save  himself  from  punishment,  to  deny  it  when  he  came  to  Botanr 
Bay,  for  that  nothing  could  injure  him,  the  said  Belloe. 

Q, — Have  you  been  applied  to  by  any  person  to  deny  the 
evidence  you  had  formerly  given  relative  to  this  business,  or 
offered  any  fee  or  other  encouragement  for  so  doing  directly  or 
indirectly  ? 

A, — He  never  has. 

Q,  by  t?ie  Court, — Had  you  any  conversation  with  Belloe  in 
consequence  of  this  conversation  with  Mr.  Bond  ? 

A. — I  had  not. 

W T 


—  T ,  convict,  being  duly  sworn : — 

Q.  by  Prosecutor. — Do  you  know  the  prisoner  at  the  Bar,  John 
Murray  1 

A. — I  do. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  hear  Welch  say  to  Murray,  when  they  were 
linked  together  as  prisoners  in  the  orlop  deck,  that  if  this  bosiaess 
had  not  been  found  out,  that,  by  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Bond  aiMl 
the  soldiers,  they  would  have  done  the  business  1 

A. — I  never  did. 

Q. — Have  you  been  i^npiied  to  by  any  person  to  dieny  the 
evidence  you  formerly  swore  to  before  Mr.  Balmain  1 
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Jl — ^Never.  ITW 

Q,  by  Wnu  Hallam, — Have  you  not  received  in  part  payment     aoAng. 
from  Simon  Lord  five  dollars  to  come  forward  against  the  soldiers 
by  order  6t  Ci^ptain  Cameron  ? 

A. — ^I  have  received  from  Simon  Lord,  by  order  of  Captain 
Oameron,  sixteen  dollars  and  one  shilling,  upon  account  of  having  * 

done  Ci^tain  Cameron's  work  to  the  value  of  twenty  shillings.  I 
ofiered  to  do  him  the  remainder  of  ye  work,  and  Captn.  Cameron 
told  me  not  to  mind  it,  as  it  made  no  difference  between  him  and 
me,  for  that  he  made  me  a  present  of  the  remainder  to  stick  true 
to  my  teat,  and  that  he  would  make  me  a  present  of  a  further  sum 
ol  J&40  and  a  free  passage  home,  provided  I  would  stick  true  to  bribc^r^  ^' 
bim  to  jHToaecute  Mr.  Bond.  The  deponent  told  him  at  that  time 
that  he  considered  himself,  tho'  a  King^s  prisoner,  upon  the  land  of 
freedom  and  liberty ;  that  he  was  neither  obligated  to  say  or  swear 
anything  that  was  improper  to  save  his  own  life,  and  he  should 
now  do  as  his  knowledge  led  him  to  do,  as  he  was  not  now  on 
lK>ard  his  ship.  The  deponent  further  says  that  he  did  not  go  on 
board  his  ship,  nor  had  he  any  conversaticm  with  him  for  some 
time  after,  until  he  met  him  between  Mr.  Balmain's  house  and  a 
house  now  building  for  Mr.  Moore,  and  Captain  Cameron  then 

said  to  him,  "T ,  my  lad,  do  not  fail  sticking  true  to  me, 

otherwise  I  lose  my  cause,  and  Mr.  Bond  will  bring  me  in  a  great 
awoi  of  money  damages.'' 

The  Court  having  taken  into  consideration  the  testimony  of 

W T (the  last  evidence)  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that 

no  confidence  be  placed  on  it,  as  being  diametrically  opposite  to  an  Untrust- 

aflBdavit  sworn  to  by  the  said  W T before  Wm.  Bal-  7^J^„^ee. 

main,  Esq're,  which  affidavit  was  read  in  Court;   and  the  Court 

are  further  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  aforesaid  W 

T shall  be  committed  to  his  Majesty's  prison,  to  be  brought 

to  tryal  at  the  next  Criminal  Court  for  perjury. 

The  Court  adjourned  to  Thuraday,  23rd  August. 

Mr.  Boger  Simpson  appeared  in  Court,  and  was  reprimanded  by 
the  President  for  not  attending  the  precept  of  the  Governor  and 
Vice- Admiral  to  sit  as  a  member  of  the  Vice- Admiralty  Court. 

In  eoruequence  of  tlie  indisposition  of  a  member  of  tlie  Court  tJiey 

adjourned  until  the  ^^th. 

The  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  being  closed,  the  The  defence. 
prisoners  were  put  on  their  defence. 

Q,  by  Hallam,* — Do  you  recollect  the  substance  of  apian  which 
John  Young  proposed  to  you  about  three  or  four  weeks  prior  to 
the  Barwell's  arrival  at  Port  Jackson,  for  the  purpose  of  his 

*  There  is  nothing  in  the  MS.  to  show  to  whom  this  question  was  addressed— apparently 
to  the  last  witness. 
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1708      effecting  a  pardon,  as  also  a  passage  to  England,  provided  yon 
20 Aug.     Acted  in  conjunction  with  him? 

A, — I  do  recollect  it ;  as  near  as  I  can  call  to  mind  it  was  aboot 
three  weeks  hef ore  our  arrival  at  Port  Jackson.  Young,  who  slept  in 
the  hospital  part  of  the  ship,  as  well  as  the  deponent,  called  me  to 
his  hammock  before  he  Young  was  up,  and  told  me  that  if  I  would 
be  ruled  by  him  I  might  get  a  free  pardon  when  he  got  to  Botany 
Bay ;  the  deponent  asked  Young  what  it  was  that  he  was  to  do. 
Ck>noocting    Some  other  people  being  in  the  hospital,  they  agreed  to  go  upon 
mutin?f  *^'    deck,  and  in  about  half-an-hour  they  met  in  the  waist  of  ^leship^ 
and  he  there  proposed  to  me  that  I  should  inform  the  captain  thii 
I  overheard  the  soldiers  conspiring  together  (or  words  to  tiiat  effisct} 
to  murder  the  captain  and  the  rest  of  the  officers  and  himself  (John 
Young).     The  deponent,  on  informing  him  he  had  never  hetrd 
such  conversation,  "  Ay,  you  fool,"  says  John  Young,  "  you  wiD 
get  a  free  pardon  when  you  get  to  Botany  Bay,  if  you  will  say  soi" 
The  deponent  told  Young  that  he  would  consider  of  it.    Young 
spoke  to  the  deponent  several  times  on  the  same  business,  and  the 
deponent  always  replied  he  would  consider  of  it.     The  deponent  did 
not  intend  to  take  any  notice  of  it  to  the  captain  until  his  arnTtl 
at  Botany  Bay,  but  the  deponent  found  that  by  some  means  or 
other  it  had  reached  Captain  Cameron's  ears,  in  consequence  of 
which  deponent  wrote  a  letter  to  Captain  Cameron,  informing  him 
of  the  several  conversations  that  had  passed  between  himself  and 
Young. 

Aconvkt'8  J W L ,  a  convict,  being  duly  sworn  : — 

evidence. 

Q,  by  FrisT,  HaUam, — Do  you  recollect  ever  having  heard  Jdm 
Young  say  that  Captain  Cameron  had  not  only  pi'omised  to  procure 
for  him  the  said  John  Young  a  free  pardon  and  also  a  passage  to 
England,  provided  he  (Young)  came  forward  against  Mr.  Bond 
and  the  soldiers  ] 

A, — He  does,  and  that  frequently,  during  his  conversation  with 
John  Young. 

Q. — Have  you  not  repeatedly  heard  him,  whilst  making  out  the 
journals  for  Captain  Cameron,  testify  what  you  have  now  advanced) 

A, — He  has  frequently  heard  him. 

Q,  by  tJie  Court, — Did  this  evidence,  from  any  circumstances 
that  came  within  your  own  knowledge,  know  whether  Young's 
accusation  of  the  soldiers  was  just  or  unjust  ? 

A, — He  cannot,  from  his  own  knowledge,  say  whether  they 
were  just  or  not. 

J B ,  convict,  being  duly  sworn : — 


Q. — Do  you  recollect  going  on  board  of  the  Bar  well  on  oraboo* 
the  latter  end  of  June  last  respecting  some  rope-yams  for  your 
hammock,  which  Thomas,  the  quarter-master,  supplied  you  with! 
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A, — He  reoollecU  going  on  board  about  that  time.  1793 

Q, — Do  you  recollect  on  that  occasion  having  any  convereation     20  Aug. 
with  John  Young  1 

A, — I  do  ;  on  going  on  board  the  Barwell  I  went  between  decks, 
and  there  I  saw  John  Young.  Deponent  asked  Young  if  he  was 
not  coming  on  shore.  Young  replied  no,  neither  did  he  expect  to 
oome  on  shore  at  all ;  deponent  asked  him  the  reason  why;  Young 
told  him  that  Captn.  Cameron  was  using  his  influence  with  the 
Gk>vemor  on  his  (Young's)  behalf  for  permission  to  go  home  to  bo 
an  evidence  against  Mr.  Bond,  the  soldier  officer;  at  the  same  time 
Toung  observed  to  the  deponent  that  if  he  (the  deponent)  would  ^®*P  ^** 
be  directed  by  him  he  might  also  get  his  pardon  ;  deponent  asked 
him  in  what  way ;  Young  told  him  that  if  he  would  go  to  Mr. 
Dore,  the  Judge- Advocate,  and  tell  him  that  Mr.  Bond  was  going 
to  take  the  ship  by  the  assistance  of  the  soldiers  and  ye  prisoners, 
that  he  made  no  doubt  but  he  would  make  interest  with  Captain 
Cameron  to  obtain  a  pardon  also  for  him  (the  deponent),  who  then 
observed  to  Young  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  business  relative 
either  to  the  soldier  officer  or  the  prisoners ;  at  the  same  time 
Toung  observed  to  dept.  that  he  knew  as  much  of  the  business 
as  he  (Young)  knew  of  it ;  dept.  then  asked  Young  how  he  could 
think  of  going  on  with  such  a  piece  of  business,  and  Young  replied 
that  provided  he  got  his  pardon  it  was  all  lie  wanted. 

Q,  hy  Court. — When  this  conversation  took  place  between 
deponent  and  Young,  were  any  persons  present  ? 

A, — He  thinks  there  was  no  person  present. 

John  Brown,  private  of  New  South  Wales  Corps,  being  duly  John 

awftrTi  • Brown'8 

sworn  . —  evidence. 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  the  substance  of  a  conversation  which 
passed  between  you  and  John  Broadbent  on  or  about  a  fortnight 
ago? 

A, — He  does.     The  deponent  keeps  a  bakehouse,  and  Broadbent 
is  a  customer  of  his  ;  that  deponent  asked  him  what  could  be  the 
meaning  of  such  disturbance  on  board  the  Barwell,  and  what  mis- 
conduct there  had  been  there.     Broadbent  replied  that  there  was 
a  suspicion  that  the  prisoners  were  going  to  take  the  ship.     Dept.  suspicions 
asked  him  if  the  soldiers  were  not  also  suspected.     Broadbent  conspiracy. 
replied  that  they  were.     Deponent  asked  Broadbent  if  he  really 
thought  that  the  soldiers  and  prisoners  were  combined  together 
for  that  purpose.     He  replied  that  he  really  thought  they  had 
no  such  intention.     He  said  the  troops  were  a  set  of  civil,  well- 
behaved  men,  and  knew  very  little  of  the  military  duties,  except 
two  or  three  old  soldiers  on  board,  and  that  he  was  much  surprised 
at  the  usuage  they  had  received  on  board,  for  that  he  knew  the 
duty  of  a  soldier  himself,  and  he  really  believed  that  Mr.  Bond 
and  the  troops  were  as  innocent  as  a  child  unborn  of  what  was 
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1798      laid  to  their  charge^  and  he  positively  declared  to  him  (the  depo- 
20  Aug.     nent)  that  he  had  not  a  woni  to  say  against  either  Mr.  Bond  or 
the  soldiers.     He  further  said  that  he  had  some  promise  made 
to  him,  and  that  he  expected  to  return  in  the  Barwell  to  Euit^ 
Rewards  for  The  dq>onent  asked  him  what  reason  he  had  to  expect  to  reton 
evidence.      ^^^  ^^<^  Barwell,  having  so  shortly  arrived  in  the  country.     Broad* 
hent  replied  Captain  Cameron  had  promised  to  be  a  fnend  to  him 
and  take  him  home  with  him,  as  he  (Broadbent)  was  one  el  the  prin- 
cipal evidences  that  Captain  Camertm  meant  to  call  <m  the  tryal, 
and  that  Captain  Cameron  had  repeatedly  made  use  of  thoee  wwdi 
to  him  on  shore. 

Q, — Do  you  recollect  the  substance  of  a  convem^on  "MA 
took  place  between  you  and  John  Broadbent  on  the  22nd  instt 

A, — He  does.  About  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  on  that  day 
Broadbent  came  into  deponent's  bakehouse  and  said  good  both- 
ing,  which  the  deponent  did  not  return,  but  he  asked  him  if  he 
i^iiabiiity  <^as  not  a  pretty  fellow.  Broadbent  asked  him  for  why.  Deponeat 
Broadbent'8  replied  respecting  the  evidence  he  had  given  in  Court  after  tfas 
«vidence.  conversation  that  had  passed  between  t^em  a  few  days  befoie  st 
deponent's  house.  Broadbent  said  what  he  had  done  he  was  obUgel 
to  do,  as  he  had  sworn  it  before.  Deponent  asked  him  how  he 
could  be  such  a  perjured  villain  to  swear  against  an  innocent  mn 
whom  he  had  but  a  few  days  before  declared  the  innocence  of. 
Deponent  said  he  would  make  this  conversation  known  to  the 
Court.  Broadbent  said  that  if  he  had  known  as  much  at  thtl 
time  as  he  did  then  he  would  have  seen  the  Court  damned  before 
he  would  have  gone  near  it,  for  that  he  would  have  gone  in  the 
bush.  Deponent  immediately  demanded  payment  of  what  vai 
due  to  him,  and  told  Broadbent  to  go  away  from  his  premises. 

Q,  by  Court — Was  there  any  person  present  either  at  thst  or 
second  conversation  with  Broadbent  1 

A, — Samuel  Bishop  was  at  the  first,  and  Thomas  Turner  at  tke 
second  conversation. 

A  convict's  S B ,  a  convict,  being  duly  sworn  : — 

evidence. 

Q.  by  Otmrt. — Do  you  recc^lect  a  conversation  that  pasied 
between  John  Brown  and  John  Broadbent  ? 

A, — He  does.  He  (the  deponent)  went  into  John  BnmtL^ 
house,  and  John  Broadbent  was  there.  That  Broadbent  said  tUi 
Judge  would  be  a  friend  to  him  as  long  as  he  was  in  the  eoantiyi 
and  Captain  Cameron  also,  with  the  proviso  that  he  would  stic^ 
to  what  he  had  said.  He  said  that  the  soldiers  were  all  a  ptn^ 
of  very  quiet  men,  and  ihst  he  did  not  see  that  Mr.  Bond  was  is 
any  fault,  for  that  he  was  as  innocent  as  a  diild  unborn  of  v)^ 
was  laid  to  his  charge,  but  that  if  he  would  persist  in  what  he  hd 
said  Captain  Cameron  would  provide  him  a  passage. 
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Thomas  Tamer,  New  Sonih  Wales  Corps,  being  duly  sworn  : —      17M 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  a  conversation  that  passed  between  John     nkng. 
Brown  and  John  Broadbent  on  the  22nd  inst.  ?  Thtmit 

A. — ^He  does.  He  went  into  John  Brown's  bakehouse  to  get  J^^^* 
some  bread,  and  Broadbent  was  there  telling  John  Brown  that  he 
had  nothing  to  say  against  any  of  the  soldiers  ^nor  against  Mr. 
Bond  neither,  for  that  he  believed  him  to  be  as  innocent  as  the 
child  m:iboni,  and  as  good  a  gentleman  as  was  on  the  ground. 
John  Brown  asked  him  why  he  swore  such  things  against  the 
flohiiers,  who  replied  ih&t  he  was  obliged  so  to  do.  Jno.  Brown 
9tad  that  no  persoa  was  obliged  to  swear  falsely,  and  Broadbent 
replied  that  if  he  had  have  known  at  that  time  as  much  as  he 
then  knew  he  would  have  seen  the  Court  damned  first,  and  that 
he  would  have  gone  into  the  bush.  John  Brown  desired  Broad- 
bent to  take  his  things  with  him  and  go  off  the  premises. 

W C ,  convict,  being  duly  sworn  : — 

Q. — ^Was  you  not  chained  to  Broadbent  oa  board  the  Barwell  A  convict's 
for  eight  months,  and  did  you  ever  during  such  your  state  of  con-  ^    ^"^ 
Inement  hear,  or  did  you  ever  see,  the  prisoners  at  the  Bar  carry 
on  any  correspondence  exciting  or  tending  to  excite  any  conmio- 
tion  in  the  ship  ? 

A» — He  never  did. 

Q. — ^Did  you  ever  observe  or  perceive  the  soldiers  wish  to  seize 
upon  the  ship  or  to  murder  the  officers  1 

A,  — He  never  heard  any  such  thing  among  the  soldiers.  i^orant 

Q,  hy  ProsectUor, — Had  you  an  opportunity  of  being  frequently  Sn^racv 
with  the  soldiers  to  know  what  their  intentions  was  ? 

A» — He  had  no  communication  with  any  of  the  soldiers  except 
when  they  were  on  duty. 

Q,  by  Court, — Could  any  conversation  pass  between  any  of  the 
prisoners  at  ye  bar  and  Broadbent  without  his  hearing  it  ? 

A, — No  conversation  could  pass  without  his  knowledge. 

Q. — ^Was  you  chained  to  Broadbent  during  your  passage  from 
the  Cape  to  Port  Jackson  ? 

J. — He  was. 

The  evidence  being  closed,  and  the  Court  having  taken  into  their 
serious  consideration  every  part  thereof,  are  of  opinion  that  the 
prisrs.  are  not  guilty  of  any  part  of  the  charges  exhibited  against 
Uiem. 

Adjourned  to  Monday^  the  27th,* 

Mr.  George  Bond  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  the  Court  proceeded  TrW  of 
to  tpyal.  Bonl^ 

Bead  certain  papers  in  open  Court,  No.  3, 4,  5,  6,  7t 

*  After  serenJ  adjournments,  the  Court  met  for  the  trial  of  Ensign  Bond. 
t  These  p«|pen  are  missing. 
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1798       Mr.  John  Thomas  Sharpe,  surgeon  of  the  Barwell,  was  called,  who 
20Au(f.  being  duly  sworn  :— 

Evidence  of       Q-  by  Prosecutov, — Relate  to  the  Court  what  passed  relative  to 
the  suTBfeon.  ^jj^  prisoner  at  the  bar  on  the  24th  March^  when  he  was  in  the 
steerage  1 

A. — I  was  making  up  some  medicine  in  the  steerage,  and  Mr» 
Bond  opened  his  cabin  door,  and  called  to  a  man  of  the  name  of 
Welch,  who  was  sitting  at  the  further  part  on  his  box,  near  the 
ladder  leading  to  the  quarter-deck  ;  Welch  did  not  hear  him  the 
first  time,  on  which  Mr.  Bond  called  him  rather  louder ;  the  other 
soldiers  likewise  called  Welch,  on  which  he  (Welch)  went  to  Mr. 
Bond,  and  several  of  the  soldiers  followed  liim  ;  Mr.  Bond  spoke 
very  low  to  the  soldiers — they  were  close  round  him — ^for  some 
time ;  the  deponent  having  finished  the  medicines,  he  leant  over  a 
hammock,  and  he  heard  Mr.  Bond  tell  the  soldiers  that  it  was  not 
the  time  then  to  make  a  mutiny  or  attempt  anything,  and  farther 
told  them  that  they  had  better  stop  till  the  man  was  punished,  for 
then  it  would  be  time  enough ;  immediately  upon  hearing  the  above 
expressions  he  went  up  to  the  quarter-deck  and  reported  the  same 
to  Captain  Cameron  and  Mr.  Byers,  chief  mate,  for  they  were 
both  together. 

Q, — Do  you  verily  believe  that  these  words  were  spoken  by  Mr. 
Bond  with  a  view  to  instigate  a  revolt  in  order  to  commit  a  piracy 
with  the  soldiers  1 
^^f^  ^  A. — Certainly  ;  when  I  went  down,  on  going  along  the  quarter- 
the  soldiers,  deck,  he  observed  Hallara,  a  private,  and  a  prisoner  walking  very 
hard  to  and  fro  and  looking  down  to  the  soldiers*  berths,  and  going 
down  the  ladder  he  heard  a  very  great  confusion  below,  and  particu- 
larly Welch,  who  said  he  would  not  have  the  man  punished,  and 
the  other  soldiers  were  of  the  same  opinion;  immediately  after 
Mr.  Bond  called  Welch,  and  the  conversation  as  above  stated  then 
passed. 

Q, — Do  you  recollect  having  heard  in  a  day  or  two  after  of  any 
information  having  been  given  that  Mr.  Bond  had  drop'd  a  letter 
down  one  of  the  air-scuttles  leading  to  the  orlop-deck,  and  by  whom 
such  information  was  given  1 

A, — Deponent  understood  such  information  was  given  by  John 
Young. 
Suppi^ession       Q. — Was  you  present  at  a  meeting  called  by  me  for  the  purpose 
mutiny.       ^f  considering  the  proper  steps  to  be  taken  to  suppress  the  disturb- 
ances among  the  soldiers  and  convicts  1 
A, — He  was. 

Q. — Did  you  verily  believe  from  the  different  informations  then 
received  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  8hq>» 
to  prevent  piracy  and  revolt,  to  take  the  steps  that  I*  did,  by  con- 
fining the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  as  well  as  some  of  the  soldiers  t 

*  O&pt&iu  Cameron. 
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A. — Appearances  were  so  dangerous  at  that  time  that  it  required       1708 
every  exertion  to  be  used  for  the  safety  of  the  ship.  20  ^^^ 

Q,  by  Prisoner, — Have  you  not  repeatedly  said  you  would  resign  The  captain 
your  charge  of  surgeon  of  the  Barwell,  as  Captain  Cameron  with-  and  the 
held  from  you  the  wine  and  other  medical  stores  ?  Burgeon. 

A, — He  never  has  said  so. 

Q. — In  what  part  of  the  ship  was  you  at  the  time  this  dispute 
happened  between  the  soldiers  respecting  Hallam's  being  punished, 
and  do  you  mean  to  say  you  was  present  ? 

A. — I  was  at  the  medicine-chest  in  the  steerage. 

Q. — Did  you  at  any  time  say  that  John  Davis  was  out  of  his  Crow- 
mind  at  the  time  of  his  death  ?  S'the 

A, — I  never  did  say  that  John  Davis  was  out  of  his  mind  at  the  Pri«>ner. 
time  of  his  death. 

Q, — Describe  the  manner  which  the  soldiers  and  myself  were 
ironed? 

A. — He  never  saw  Mr.  Bond  ironed. 

Q. — Do  you  mean  to  say  I  was  not  in  irons  ? 

A. — He  does  not  mean  to  say  so. 

Ensign  Bailey,  N.S.  W.  Corps,  being  duly  sworn : —  Ensign 

Q»  by  Prosecutor, — Was  you  present  at  a  meeting  held,  in  order  evidence. 
to  deliberate  the  best  mode  to  be  taken  in  order  to  suppress  the 
disturbances  in  the  ship,  on  the  25th  or  26th  March  ? 

A, — I  was  present  at  a  meeting  held  on  board  the  ship  for  that 
purpose. 

Q. — Do  you  believe  that  the  steps  taken  in  consequence  of  that 
meeting,  from  the  information  then  had,  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  ship,  and  to  prevent  revolt  and 
piracy,  to  take  the  steps  we  then  did  ? 

A. — To  prevent  revolt,  I  think  the  steps  then  taken  were 
necessary. 

Q,  by  Prisoner, — Did  you  at  any  time  hear  Mr.  Sharpe  say  he 
would  resign  his  charge  of  surgeon  to  the  Barwell  ? 

A. — He  has  heard  him  make  use  of  language  to  that  effect 

Mr.  Byers,  chief  mate  of  the  Barwell,  being  duly  sworn  : —       Evidence  0! 

Q,  by  Prosecutor, — Do  you  recollect  on  the  24th  March,  at  the  mate. 
time  ye  soldiers  were  paraded  on  ye  quarter-deck,  to  have  seen 
Mr.  Bond  come  upon  the  ladder  leading  to  the  quarter-deck,  and 
what  did  Mr.  Bailey  say  to  him  on  that  occasion  ? 

A, — He  remembers  seeing  Mr.  Bond  at  one  time  on  the  ladder, 
and  at  another  time  on  that  day  on  the  quarter-deck,  and  he  Bond 
was  ordered  down  by  Mr.  Bailey,  who  told  him  that  if  he  did 
not  go  immediately  he  would  be  under  the  necessity  of  placing  a 
centinel  over  him. 
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1798  Q. — Do  you  believe,  from  the  situation  of  the  ship  at  that  time, 

20  Aug.     ^^^^^  ^^*  Bond  came  upon  the  quarter-deck  to  spur  the  Boldiers  t» 
a  revolt,  and  with  an  intention  to  commit  piracy  1 

A, — He  certainly  does. 

Q, — Do  you  believe  that  the  steps  taken  on  board  the  Barwel^ 
namely,  the  close  confinement  of  the  prisons  at  the  Bar  and 
others,  were  absolutely  necessary  to  prevent  piracy  and  blood- 
shed 1 

A. — He  thinks  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  put  the  pnaoDfir 
under  close  confinement. 
Cross-  Q*  ^y  Prisoner, — Did  I  make  use  of  any  expressions  or  ^Msk 

*f  ♦2^^°*^f*°  to  any  person  when  I  came  on  deck  ] 

A, — You  did  not. 

Q,  hy  Covert, — What  induced  Mr.  Byers  to  conceive  Mr.  Bond 
had  an  intention  to  stir  people  up  to  piracy  and  murder  ? 

A. — From  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Sharpe,  and  Mr.  Bond  af^)earing 
upon  deck  contrary  to  orders. 

Q, — Was  that  at  the  time  the  soldiers  were  parading  on  the 
quarter-deck  % 

A. — At  the  time  Mr.  Bond  attempted  to  come  on  the  quarter- 
deck it  was  ? 

Q,  hy  Priaoiver, — Did  the  soldiers  at  that  time  parade  without 
arms  7 

-4.— They  did. 

Evidence  of      Mr.  Tumbull,  2nd  mate  of  the  BarwelL  beincf  duly  sworn  :— 

the  second  '  *»  s         J 

*nate.  Q,  hy  Prosecutor, — Do  you  recollect  on  the  24th  March,  at  the 

time  the  soldiers  were  parading  on  the  quarter-deck,  to  have  seen 
Mr.  Bond  come  upon  the  ladder  leading  to  the  quarter-deck,  and 
what  did  Mr.  Bailey  say  to  him  on  that  occasion  ? 

A, — He  saw  him  come  on  the  quarter-deck,  and  Mr.  Bailej 
ordered  him  below. 

Q. — The  same  as  to  Mr.  Byers  ? 

A. — He  does. 

Q. — As  to  Mr.  Byers  ? 

A, — He  certainly  does. 
Cross-  Q,  hy  Prisoner. — Do  you  recollect  searching  the  orlop-deck  for 

examination    ^  t    ..    *^o  "  o  * 

of  the  a  letter? 

second  mate        A,—l  do. 

prisoner.  Q, — Did  you  make  use  of  any  threats  at  that  time? 

A, — I  was  desired  by  Captain  Cameron  to  go  down  in  search  d 
a  letter.  He  went  to  the  berth  underneath  the  scuttle,  where  the 
letter  was  said  to  have  been  dropt,  and  he  questioned  the  penon^ 
that  slept  in  that  berth  concerning  it,  when  they  positively  denied 
it.  Dept.  told  them  it  was  much  better  to  bring  it  forwaid,  or  it 
would  fare  worse  with  the  whole  of  them.  The  next  day  the  letttf 
was  acknowledged.     That  is  the  whole  that  passed. 


k 


I 


THE  BABWELL  MUTINY.  471 

Q, — Do  jou  recollect  any  pumshment  inflicted  in  order  to  compel      1796 
ye  convicts  to  acknowledge  such  letter  ?  20  Aug. 

A. — He  does  not. 

Q, — Describe  to  ye  Court  the  manner  in  which  the  soldiers  and 
myself  were  ironed  ? 

A. — I  never  saw  you  in  irons. 

Q. — Do  you  mean  to  say  I  was  not  in  irons  1 

A. — I  believe  you  was  in  irons,  but  I  never  saw  you. 

Q. — Did  the  soldiers  come  upon  deck  with  or  without  arms  on 
ye  24th  March  1 

A, — Without  arms. 

Q.  by  Court. — The  same  as  to  Mr.  Byers?  Croes- 

A. — By  his  coming  upon  deck  when  the  ship  was  in  that  alarm-  J?^"^ 
ing  state  and  breaking  his  arrest.  Court 

Q, — The  same  as  to  Mr.  Byers? 

A, — It  was. 

Q, — Had  Mr.  Bond  any  arms  when  he  came  on  deck,  or  had  he 
any  that  he  might  have  got  at  when  below  ? 

A. — He  had  none  that  he  observed  when  he  came  on  the  quarter- 
deck, but  cannot  say  what  he  might  have  below. 

Mr.  Dore,  Judge- Advocate,  being  duly  sworn  : —  Judge- 

Q.  by  Prosecutor, — Do  you  recollect  a  meeting  being  called  to  ^^'* 
consider  the  proper  steps  to  be  taken  in  order  to  quell  ye  disturb- 
ances on  board  the  Barwell  on  the  25th  or  26th  of  March  1 

A. — Perfectly  well. 

Q. — From  the  information  then  received,  do  you  think  it  was 
absrjlutely  necessary,  in  order  to  prevent  piracy  and  murder,  and  for 
the  preservation  of  the  ship,  that  the  steps  then  taken,  namely,  the 
close  confinement  of  Mr.  Bond  and  others,  should  be  put  in  force  1 

J. — Such  was  the  sense  of  that  meeting  at  which  he  attended 
as  a  member. 

Q,  by  Priaofier, — Did  you  ever  see  anything  in  my  conduct  that 
gave  you  reason  to  believe  I  intended  to  murder  ye  oflicers  and 
seize  upon  the  ship  ? 

A. — He  never  did. 

J L ,  convict,  being  duly  sworn  : —  A  convicfs 

'  ^  o         J  evidence. 

(J.  by  ProsectUor. — Do  you  recollect  having  been  desired  to 
deliver  a  message  from  Mr.  Bond  to  Gregory  Belloe,  a  soldier, 
desiring  him  to  be  sure  to  deny  anything  he  had  said  prejudicial 
to  him  (Mr.  Bond)  when  he  was  brought  to  tryal,  for  that  nothing 
could  injure  him  (Belloe)  if  he  persevered  in  denying  it  1 

A.  — Mr.  Bond  told  me  that  if  he  could  see  Belloe  to  let  him  know 
what  he  had  said  to  Captain  Cameron  to  save  himself  from  punish- 
ment concerning  ye  said  Mr.  Bond  to  deny  it  when  he  came  to 
Botany  Bay,  and  nothing  could  hurt  him. 
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1798  Q, — Did  he  afterwards  enquire  whether  you  had  seen  Belloe 

20  Auff.     respecting  his  former  message  to  him,  or  did  you  ever  hear  Mr. 

„  _, — 1    .  Bond  enquire  of  Carrol,  the  barher,  if  the  convicts  below  e\'er 

fcnslgn  Bona  ^  •  i  i^  •  •  /i  •       a 

ondttieoon-  mentioned  his  name  concerning  anything  1 
spiratoiB.  A— He  has. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  Bond  say  that  Carrol  informed  him 
that  all  the  informations  given  by  the  people  concerned  in  the  con- 
spiracy they  were  determined  one  and  all  to  deny  it  ? 

A, — Mr.  Bond  told  me  that  the  evidence  they  had  given  was 
false,  and  they  meant  one  and  all  to  deny  it  when  they  came  to 
Botany  Bay. 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  any  circumstance  respectinc;  a  letter  or 
l)aper  dropt  down  ye  scuttle,  or  pickt  up  on  ye  orlojMieck,  or  have 
you  seen  any  person  reading  a  paper  which  they  said  they  had 
found  in  one  of  the  births  at  that  part  of  the  ship  about  ye  time 
the  disturbance  broke  out  ? 

A. — He  does  not  recollect  any  circumstance  respecting  it 
^^^"*'s  Q'  ^y  -iP^'wow^r. — Did  you  ever  see  anything  in  my  conduct  that 

by  tihe"'^  ^^  gave  you  reason  to  believe  I  intended  to  murder  the  captain  and 
prisoner.      geize  upon  the  ship  1 

A. — He  never  did, 

Q. — Relate  to  the  Court  the  manner  in  which  I  was  ironed  on 
board  the  ship? 

A, — ^Your  two  legs  were  ironed  about  2  inches  seperate  from 
each  other,  and  be  (the  deponent)  was  under  the  necessity  of 
lifting  him  in  and  out  of  his  cot. 

Q. — Was  there  any  convict  in  the  ship  ironed  in  the  manner  I  was) 

A. — No  one  to  my  knowledge. 

Q, — Didnot  Captain  Cameron  giveall  the  convicts  in  the  shipwine 
when  he  withheld  it  from  me,  as  well  as  my  allowance  of  spirits  1 

A, — He  believes  he  did. 
The  Driioner      The  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  Crown  closed.     The  evidence 
acquitted.     ^^  ^j^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  Crown  being  read,  and  the  Court  having  taken 

the  same  into  their  consideration,  are  of  opinion  that  there  is  not 
evidence  sufficient  to  his  conviction,  do  therefore  think  it  unneces- 
sary to  put  the  prisoner  on  his  defence,  and  do  therefore  acquit 
him  of  the  crimes  laid  to  his  charge.  Richard  Atkins, 

Registrar. 

Government  and  General  Orders. 
27  Aug.  27th  August,  1798. 

It  is  with  much  concern  and  displeasure  that  the  Governor  has 
for  some  time  past  observed  a  more  than  usual  inattention  to  the 
ReHrious  Sabbath  Day,  and  to  the  sacred  duties  which  that  day  has  been 
rvances.  ^^  apart  for  the  performance  of,  that  instead  of  emplojring  it  as 
the  Christian  religion,  which  we  profess,  intended,  and  as  the  laws 
by  which  we  are  governed  have  positively  directed,  it  is  occupied 
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in  other  employments,  and  in  the  indulgence  of  every  abominable      1708 
act  of  dissipation.     This  must  not — shall  not,  be  suffered.     It  is     27  Aug. 
therefore  hereby  strictly  ordered  :   That  the  overseers  of  the  dif- 
ferent gangs  do  see  their  men  mustered  every  Sunday  morning, 
as  well  as  at  all  olher  proper  times  and  occasions,  and  that  they  do 
attend  them  to  church  ;  that  the  superintendants  under  whose 
direction  such  gangs  are  placed  do  attend  to  the  due  execution 
of  this  Order;  that  such  gangs  as  are  employed  at  a  distance,  as  at 
Toongabbee,  the  superintendants  there  do  direct  that  two  or  more 
of  those  gangs,  according  to  the  number  he  may  have,  be  ordered 
to  attend  the  church  at  Parramatta  in  the  forenoon,  and  as  many  convict 
in  the  afternoon;  that  the  constables  in  or  near  the  towns  ofgJJ.^*® 
Sydney  and  Parramatta  do  see  that  due  attention  is  paid  to  this  church. 
Cbrder  ;  that  the  women,  who,  to  their  disgrace,  are  far  worse  than 
the  men,  be  most  strictly  looked  after  and  ordered  to  attend  divine 
service  regularly,  or  they  will  expose  themselves  to  punishment.* 
That  as  example  from  superiors  is  certainly  highly  effectual  in 
all  such  cases,  the  Governor  expects  that  the  officers  will  direct  Hunter  asks 
that  a  certain  number  of  their  domestic  servants  do  attend  the  **?S"*_ 

1         1  1    «  I  11  •  /•  MSistance. 

church ;  and  for  the  more  punctual  and  constant  execution  of 
these  Orders  he  desires  he  may  have,  and  he  trusts  he  shall  have, 
the  assistance  of  the  whole  body  of  the  officers,  both  civil  and 
military.  He  is  convinced  that  when  it  is  well  known  that  the 
officers  wiU  take  notice  of  all  disobedient  and  disorderly  persons 
there  will  be  less  cause  to  complain  of  the  shameful  and  dis- 
graceful abuse  of  the  Sabbath  Day  by  the  lower  ranks  of  the 
people.  Such  assistance  from  officers  would  certainly  be  pro- 
ductive of  a  more  prompt  attention  to  Public  Orders  in  general,  inattention 
and  to  the  establishment  of  a  more  decent  conduct  in  the  in-  orSre.^** 
habitants  of  this  colony.  The  Governor  trusts  that  the  magistrates 
will  in  a  particular  degree  shew  their  zeal  in  compelling  a  due 
attention  to  the  meaning  of  this  Order,  and  prevent  the  opening  of 
licensed  public-houses  during  the  hours  of  divine  service,  or  any 
irregularity  in  a  day  set  apart  for  public  worship.  If  due  atten- 
tion is  not  paid  to  these  Orders,  and  such  shameful  conduct  in 
the  people  more  rigidly  looked  after,  the  Governor  is  resolved  to 
shut  up  every  public-house,  and  to  prosecute  with  the  utmost 
rigour  all  who  shall  attempt  to  retail  strong  liquors  without  regular 
permission.  

George   Barrington.! 
The  papers  lately  assci-ted  that  George  Barrington  was  on  his     28  Aug. 
return  to  this  country,  his  time  having  expired.     The  fact  is  as 
follows:  He  arrived  at  Port  Jackson  in  September,  1791,  and 
was  employed  on  the  Government  grounds  at  Toongabbee,  some 

*  In  refi;ard  to  the  prevalent  neglect  of  divine  worship,  see  Officers'  reports,  ante,  pp. 
433-440. 

t  Reprinted  from  the  London  Chronicle  of  28th  August,  1798. 
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1796      distance  from  Sydney  Cove,  where  his  veiy  exemplary  oooduet 
38  Aug.    procured  him,  first,  the  post  of  a  subordinate,  afterwards  that  of 
Hisffood      ^  principal  watch,  for  Uie  protection  of  the  stores,  ^bc.,  and  la 
cHict?      November,  1792,  a  warrant  oi  emancipation  passed  the  seal  of  the 
colony,  and  after  the  short  space  of  thirteen  months  he  beoame  a 
free  man,  such  power  being  vested  in  the  Crovemor  in  favour  of 
deserving  characters.     This  was  one  of  the  last  acts  of  Govemir 
Phillip  previous  to  bis  leaving  the  colony.     With  his  freedom 
George  Barrington  had  a  grant  of  thirty  acres  of  land  at  Pina* 
matta,  and  was  af  fcerwards  sworn  into  the  Commission  of  the  Peioa 
Though  no  longer  a  convict  after  November,  1792,  yet  he  eonld 
not  leave  the  colony  without  permission  from  the  Governor  and 
providing  his  passage  home  himself. 


Governor  Hunter  to  Secretary  Nepean. 
3  Sept.         Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  3rd  Sept.,  1798. 

Wreck  of  the  From  the  unfortunate  loss  of  a  ship  nam'd  the  Sydney  Coivt,* 

c^vef^  from  Bengal,  upon  a  voyage  of  speculation  to  this  port^  I  had 
occasion  to  send  our  small  Colonial  schooner  and  a  dedc  longboat 
to  the  southward  as  far  as  latitude  40"*  36'  S.  to  take  off  the  sm^ 
viving  crew,  and  to  save  such  property  as  the  above  boats  might 
be  capable  of  taking  on  board  from  the  island  on  which  the  i^ 
had  been  wreck'd. 

I  beg  their  Lordships  may  be  informed  that  the  schooner  retum'd 
in  safety  with  the  master  of  the  wrecked  ship  and  a  few  lascu^ 
but  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  having  set  in  on  the  day  of  their  leavii^ 

iw^uL?*  *'^®  island,  the  longboat,  which  was  commanded  and  navigated 
by  Mr.  Armstrong,  the  master  of  the  Supply,  foonder'd  with  all 
her  crew  and  seven  or  eight  lascars  on  board,  together  with  such 
articles  as  had  been  put  on  board  from  the  wreck. 

The  schooner  being  only  forty-two  tons  burthen,  it  became  neces- 
sary to  send  her  again  to  the  wreck.     I  took  that  opportunity  of 

Matthew  ordering  Mr.  Flinders,  the  2d  lieutenant  of  the  Reliance,  with 
her,  for  the  purpose  of  making  what  observations  he  cou'd  amongst 
those  islands  relative  to  anchorage,  <fec. 

George  Bass.  Previous  to  the  last  trip  of  the  schooner,  Mr.  Bass,  the  surgeon 
of  the  Reliance,  a  young  man  of  much  ability  in  various  wap 
out  of  the  Line  of  his  profession,  solicited,  during  the  repairing 
of  the  Reliance,  that  he  might  be  allowed  a  boat,  and  have  her 
man*d  from  the  King's  ships.  He  was  desirous  of  tracing  tl» 
coast  along  in  the  boat,  and  to  make  what  observations  he  migW 
be  able  relative  to  harbours  or  anchorage.  I  fitted  out  a  good 
whaleboat  for  him,  victualed  her,  and  man'd  to  his  wisL    He 

S^nln^*^'    went  southward  along  the  coast,  and  on  finding,  when  he  had  got 

whaleboat.    the  length  of  Cape  Howe,  that  the  shore  inclin'd  westward,  ke 

*  See  Hunter  to  Portland,  Oth  July,  1797. —Ante,  p.  £77  and  Appendix  A. 
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continued  to  trace  it  along  untill  he  came  to  a  steep  and  hi^  1796 
promontary*  in  latitude  39**  00'  S.  From  this  cape  the  land  lay  ssept. 
alonir  W.N.W.  :  he  continued  to  steer  in  that  direction  for  about 
n^mileB  bey^d  this  headland,  whei«  he  found  an  extensive 
harbour,  but  his  provisions  becoming  short,  and  being  at  a  very 
considerable  distance  from  Port  Jackson,  together  with  his  boat 
becoming  leaky,  he  resolVd  upon  returning.  He  had  at  one  time 
stretched  off  from  the  above  headland  to  the  S.W.,  untill  he  was 
in  latitude  40"*  OO'  B.,  but  the  wind  shifting  to  the  westward  and  Ba»  Binit. 
Uowing  strong,  he  was  oblig'd  to  run  for  the  land  again,  which  he 
-with  difficulty  reach'd.  The  sea  rose  to  so  mountainous  a  height 
that  he  had  every  reason  to  believe  he  was  not  covered  by  any 
land  to  the  westward.  This  circumstance  corroborates  an  opinicm 
which  I  ventured  to  give  from  some  observations  of  my  own— that 
there  was  a  probability  of  an  open  strait,  thro'  between  the 
latitudes  of  3r  00'  S.  and  42''  00'  S.f 

To  shew  how  far  the  coniecture  I  made  may  have  been  iust,  I  Hunter's 
directed  Mr.  Flinders  to  take  into  one  chart  the  observations  of  existence  of 
Mr.  Bass  and  his  own;  and  I  send  a  copy{  to  be  laid  before  »8t^*- 
their  Lordships.     From  this  little  sketch  it  will  appear  that  the 
hi^  land  in  latitude  39"  00'  S.,  which  Mr.  Bass  went  round,  is 
the  southern  extremity  of  this  country,  and  that  the  land  call'd 
Van  Dieman's  is  a  group  of  islands  laying  to  the  southward  of 
that  extremity,  and  probably  leaving  a  safe  and  na\dgable  passage 
between ;  to  ascertain  this  is  of  some  importance.    I  am  endeavour- 
ing to  fit  out  a  decked  boat  of  about  fifteen  tons  burthen  for 
that  purpose,  in  which  I  propose  to  send  the  two  officers  above 
mentioned.  I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 

The  Rebel-leader  Holt.§ 

We  are  sorry  to  mention  that  in  the  Co.  Wicklow  a  small,  but     4  Sept 
desperate,  band  of  i-ebels  still  continue  to  reject  the  proffered 
amnesty,  and  carry  devastation  thro'  a  part  of  that  unhappy 
country. 

On  Tuesday  last,  Captains  King  and  Mills,  of  Rathdrum,  were 
attacked  by  a  party  of  this  banditti  in  the  road  between  Arklow  The  military 
and  New  Bridge.    A  smart  action  took  place,  in  which  the  loyalists  ***•*****• 
had  the  misfortune  to  lose  two  of  their  men,  altho'  they  succeeded 
in  routing  the  rebels. 

The  next  day  the  same  officers,  in  scouring  the  country,  fell  in 
with  the  rebels,  under  their  General,  Holt,  who  again  attacked 
them  and  were  again  beaten,  with  the  loss  of  four  of  their  party 

*  Wilson's  Promontonr.    See  Bass's  own  Journal,  ante,  pp.  312-383. 

t  Hunter,  in  his  **  Btetorical  Journal,"  published  in  London,  in  January,  1793  (p.  liO), 
expreasad  ^e  opinion  that  a  very  deep  gruli  or  a  strait  separated  Van  Diemen's  Land  from 
New  Holland. 

X  The  chart  is  missii^.    See  the  map,  reproduced  in  Appendix  B. 

I  Reprinted  from  the  Dublin  Evenxnff  Pott  of  Tuesday,  4th  September,  1796. 
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1798      killed  (amongst  whom  was  one  Hacket,  the  second  in  command)^ 

4  Sept.      s^d  several  of  them  wounded.     The  remainder  fled  precipitatelj, 

Th  *~bei8     l^^^^^^j?  their  pikes,  muskets,  ammunition,  and  horses  as  priies 

again  to  the  gallant  Kathdrum  yeomanry,  who  brought  them,  together 

beaten.        ^j|.jj  ^{gg  Holt,  the  GeneraFs  sister,  into  the  town  of  Bathdnim. 

On  Thursday,  Mr.  Hume,  Member  for  the  Co.,  as  he  proceeded 

to  examine  the  state  of  the  country  near  his  house  at  Humewood, 

was  waylaid  by  a  detachment  of  Holt's  party,  who  fired  some 

^otTCof  an  ^^^  *^  ^^»  ^^^  ^^  which  passed  through  the  crown  of  his  hat 
M.P.  The  Humewood  cavalry  immediately  went  in  pursuit  of  than,  bai 

the  rebels,  by  their  activity,  easily  eluded  their  approach,  and  fled 
into  the  bogs  and  mountains.  This  escape  made  the  rebeb  more 
audacious,  and  on  Saturday  Holt  and  his  ruffians,  to  the  number 
of  about  100,  were  surprised  burning  houses  in  the  Glen  of  Imail 
by  a  party  of  the  89th  Regiment  from  Baltinglass;  the  rebeb 
instantly  fled,  but  were  not  fortunate  enough  to  escape  the  activity 
of  the  Humewood  corps,  which,  under  Capt.  W.  Hume,  met  them 
in  their  retreat  and  killed  several  with  muskets  in  their  hands. 

It  is  a  satisfaction,  however,  to  be  assured  that  desperate  and 
mischievous  as  Holt^  and  his  outstanding  banditti  have  profed 
themselves,  all  their  threats  and  promises  have  not  succeeded  in 
producing  any  accession  to  their  numbers  amongst  the  repentant 
inhabitants  of  the  Co.  Wicklow  for  the  last  six  weeks. 


Secretary  Nepean  to  Major-Genebal  Bowateb.! 
5  Sept.         Sir,  5th  September,  1798. 

I  am  comm'd  by  my  Lords  Comm'rs  of  the  Adm^ty  to 

a  soldier      signify  their  direction  to  you  to  send  the  man  sentenced^  to  serve 

to'aerve  in     in  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  by  the  first  opportunity  to  the 

the  N.s.w.    Division  at  Portsmouth,  and  to  apply  to  Adm'l  Sir  Hichard  King 

for  a  passage.  I  am,  <S:a,     KN. 

Memo,    by   Secretary   Kepean  : — "  Adml    Sir    Rich'd  King, 
Plymouth,  to  order  him  a  passage." — E.N. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

7  Sept.         My  Lord  Duke,  7th  September,  1798. 

Expenses  of  As  it  has  appeared  to  me  that  the  nature  and  cause  of  the 

S^  cSony.*^  expences  of  this  colony  has  not  been  so  clearly  and  fully  explained 

to  your  Grace  as  I  could  have  wished,  and  that  the  Commissary's 

vouchers  for  the  expenditure  of  the  different  sums  occasionally 

*  Holt  surrendered  in  Ireland  on  the  10th  November,  1798,  and  was  resisted  from  tbedistt 
penalty  conditionally  on  transportation  to  New  South  Wales.  On  a  free  pudon  beiiv  v»- 
sequently  granted  to  him,  he  returned  to  Ireland  and  died  at  Kingstown  on  the  16th  ttV* 
1826.    See  Croker's  Memoirs  of  Joseph  Holt,  vol.  i,  preface,  p.  xiv. 

t  Major-Gencral  Bowater  commanded  the  Plymouth  Division  of  Marines. 

X  Ante,  p.  296 ;  post,  p.  519. 
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drawn  for  have  not  been  so  thoroughly  investigated  as  it  would      1798 
be  pleasing  to  me  they  should  be,  I  have  endeavored  to  comprize     7  q^ 
this  necessary  information  within  as  narrow  limits  as  it  can  be 
done,  that  your  Grace  may  have  very  little  trouble  in  gaining  that 
knowledge  upon  this  subject  which  I  am  particularly  solicitous 
you  should  possess. 

I  cannot  help  being  of  opinion,  my  Lord,  that  some  pains  have 
been  taken  to  make  it  appear  to  Government  that  Norfolk  Island  Norfolk 
is  of  little  or  no  expence  to  the  Crown,  and  to  cast  the  odium  of 
general  expences  of  this  territory  upon  New  South  Wales  only. 
To  shew  the  fallacy  of  such  opinion,  I  have  myself  extracted  from 
the  Commissary's  books  (which   I  will   venture  to  assert  were 
never  so  correctly  kept  as  since  my  arrival  in  this  colony)  the 
particulars  contained  in  the  enclosed  paper,"^  and  I  trust  that  this 
simple  and  fair  statement  will  prove  to  your  Grace's  satisfaction 
that,  after  all  that  has  been  said  or  imagined  of  the  importance 
of  that  island,  its  expences  are  considerable,  and  in  every  respect 
as  much  as  the  same  number  of  people  would  cost  the  Crown  Coet  of 
in  this  colony.     When  I  assert  this,  my  Lord,  I  mean  not  to  TOnvi^^^ 
insinuate  anything  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  management  on  Norfolk 
Norfolk   Island.      I  know  no  officer  who  is  more  capable   or 
possesses  more  zeal  and  integrity  than  Lieut. -Governor  King,  who 
commanded  there  with  so  much  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction 
to  me ;  but  I  can  never  admit  opinions  so  extremely  erroneous  to 
go  forth  as  that  the  expences  of  Norfolk  Island  are  trilling  and 
those  of  this  colony  enormous. 

It  happens  convenient  enough  for  the  commanding  officer  there 
that  those  expences  do  not  appear  in  bills  under  his  name,  but 
are  ordered  to  be  defrayed  by  the  Governor-in-Chief,  and  conse- 
quently become  too  much  blended  with  his  concerns. 

I  will  take  this  opportunity  to  request  information  relative  to 
the  number  of  superintendents  and  storekeepers  allowed,  and  to  Superinten* 
point  out  by  the  enclosed  listf  how  that  description  of  persons  store- 
is  employed.     Your  Grace  will  observe  that  if  all  the  master  ^'^epera. 
mechanics  are  meaned  to  be  reckoned  in  the  number  of  super- 
intendents, together  with  such  of  those  infenor  appointments  as 
are  found  requisite  to  be  employed  in  the  Commissary  Depart- 
ment, that  there  will  be  but  very  few  left  for  superintending  the 
agriculture,  and  not  one  to  look  after  the  Government  live  stock. 
The  numbers  now  allowed  are  the  same  as  formerly,  viz.,  twelve 
superintendents,  and  the  late  addition  of  three  storekeepers.    As 
I  am  desirous  of  keeping  strictly  within  the  number  allowed,  I 
could  wish  to  know  if  the  whole  of  the  master  mechanics  come 
ixrithin  the  description  of  superintendents  of  convicts. 

I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter# 

*  Eoclosore  No.  h  t  Encloeore  No.  2, 
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1796 

Expendi- 
ture. 


Population. 


Cost  of 
stores  and 
labour. 


Norfolk 
Island. 


Stores  and 
wafres. 


[EnclosaTB  No.  L] 
Expenditure,  1st  September,  1796,  to  30th  Jitne,  1798. 

A  Concise  Account  of  the  Ezpences  incurred  in  ye  Settl't  in  N.8. 

Wales  between  the  Ist  of  September,  1796,  and  30th  of  June, 

1798,  making  about  1  year  and  J,  and  for  which  bills  must  be 

drawn  by  the  Governor  upon  the  Lords  of  the  Treasuiy:— 

The  whole  number  in  the  colony  are  near  aboat    ...   6,000  people 
Of  that  number  are  yictnal'd  by  Government : — 

Men 

Women  ... 

Children... 
CompanyB,  his  Maj's  ships  and  Colonial  schooner  . 


1,911 
771 
680 
178 


Whole  number  victuai*d  by  diflTt  rationa     ,^ 


3,536 


Making  in  all,  full  rations       2,911 

EXFBNCES. 

Paid  for  grain  and  swine's  flesh  between  1st  Sept'r,  1796, 

and  30th  June,  17^ 
Da  wages  of  supenntend'ts  and  storekeepers,  which  will 

be  repaid  into  the  Treaaurv  by  the  agent  for  the  colony 

Do.  wages  of  the  crew  of  the  Colonial  schooner     

Do.  for  hir'd  artificers  daring  the  above  time,  unavoidably 

employ'd  in  making  tools  of  agriculture  and  other 

works,  but  who  are  now  most  of  them  discharged  ... 
Stores  purchased  of  various  kinds,  and  from  real  necessity 
Rum  purchased  for  the  various  necessitys  of  Government 


£     ad. 
29,177   1  J 

1,178  11  • 

432  14  » 


1,416   0  I 

1,917  13  4 

700   0  0 


Amount  of  the  sum  expended  between  the  above  periods . . .     £34,882   1  4 
These  sums  are  exclusive  of  grain  raised  by  Government^  of  whidi  Iki 
quantity  grown  last  year  on  the  public  account  would  nearly  defray  tiit 
expence  oi  the  whole  civil  establishment. 

Norfolk  Island,  One  Year  and  Half. 
A  Concise  Account  of  the  Expence  incurred  on  this  Island  between 
18th  October,  1796,  and  28th  of  April,  1798,  and  for  which 
bills  must  be  drawn  by  the  Grovemor-in-Chief  : — 

The  whole  number  of  people  on  the  island  are  about  890,  of  which  masbtf 
are  victual'd  by  Government :  Men,  women,  and  children,  600  full  R. 

Paid  for  grain  and  swine's  flesh,  between  18th  Octr,,  1796,  £      ad. 

and  28th  of  April,  1798 8^507   4  6 

Wheat  sent  from  Tort  Jackson           1,116   0  0 

Wages  paid  to  the  free  men  employ'd  by  tiie  commanding 

officers  for  navigating  the  deck'd  boat  to  Port  Jackson  46  li  ^ 

£9,669   0  I 

Exclusive  of  a  part  of  what  stores  may  be  purchased  here,  and  of  * 
number  of  Norfolk  Island  bills  which  are  now  in  cinmlation  in  tiiis  txktif 
upon  the  island,  which,  when  presented  to  the  Commissaiy,  most  be  cea- 

solidated  by  bills  on  the  Treasury.* 


*  Xote  by  Governor  Hunter ;— It  wou'd  appear  by  thCK  oompacmtiVB  statameBli  Hwtyy 
folk  Island,  in  proportion  to  its  numbers,  was  attended  vrith  more  «Kpence  than  tUi  mtVt 
ment ;  but  that  cannot  be.  Ttiey  must  be  nearly  equal.  The  diflerenoe,  m  it  appeante**' 
proceeds  from  our  issuing  salt  provision  here,  which  is  not  taken  into  the  estimate^  mhsttt 
the  whole  of  the  uiimal  food  serv'd  there  is  purchas'd  on  the  spot  and  paid  for  there. 
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[EnelorareNo.  2.]  1798 

SUPSRINTBKDKirrS    IN    HIS    MAlEffiTr's    TERRITORY    CALLBD     NbW       7  Sept 

South  Walks— 1798.  sup^ten. 

Philip  Divine,  superintends  the  town  labour  of  Sydney.  Sydney! 

W.  Broady,  master  blacksmith,  at  Sydney. 

J.  Bloodworth,  master  bricklayer,  at  Sydney. 

J.  Livingston,  master  carpenter,  at  Parramatta. 

Geo.  Barrington,  saperintends  the  dutys  of  the  constables 
and  takes  care  that  they  duly  attend  to  the  orders  of  the 
civil  police* 

W.  Stevenson,  storekeeper,  at  Sydney. 

W.  Broughton,  storekeeper,  at  Parramatta. 

W.  Baker,  storekeeper,  at  the  Hawkesbury. 

J.  Jamison,  has  the  care  of  receiving  and  issuing  the  grain  at 
Parramatta  and  Toongabbee,  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tion of  the  Commissary. 

R  Fitzgerald,  superintends  the  Qovemment  agricultural  con- 
cerns at  Toongabbee  and  Parramatta. 

Norfolk  Island.  S^i^S'** 

Norfolk 

W.  N.  Chapman,  storekeeper.  iaa.nd, 

M.  Timms,  superintendent  of  agriculture. 

N.  Lucas,  master  carpenter. 

J.  Drummond,  attendant  beach-master. 

By  this  distribution  it  will  appear  that  although  the  public 
service  and  the  live  stock  becomes  very  considerable,  we  have  no 
person  to  look  after  them  in  particular  who  should  be  appointed 
to  that  trust. 


PffTER  Rashueioh  TO *    (Banks  Papers.) 

Sir,  Southfleet,  near  Gravesend,  7th  Sept,  1798. 

I  am  very  sorry  that  my  absence  from  home  on  some  busi- 
ness in  Essex  should  have  prevented  my  receiving  your  letter  till 
this  instant  on  my  return.  The  box  made  according  to  your 
directions  on  your  card  I  have  filled  with  hop  planta  It  is  large  Plants  for 
and  heavy  from  the  quantity  of  earth  it  ccHitains,  but  as  you  only  w!aef^^ 
requested  one  I  did  not  get  more.  I  followed  your  directions  as 
nesr  as  possible  in  placing  in  the  middle  some  strong  plants  which 
had  taken  root,  and  around  them  some  cuttings  of  the  last  year, 
all  of  which  are  growing ;  but  they  have  been  a  little  affected  by 
the  blight,  tho'  I  believe  not  at  all  to  injure  the  plants.  I  will 
now  follow  any  directions  you  will  give  me  as  to  their  conveyance, 
snd  will  send  them  in  my  cart  to  Gravesend  whenever  you  please 

*Thit  letter  mmI  the  oee  wUch  fellowi  wen  mmtmtfy  seat  to  Ueotenant-CtoTemor 
King.    The  box  oontainingr  the  plants  w»s  intended  to  be  pueed  on  bosid  H.1I.S.  Potpoiee. 
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1708 
7  Sept 


to  order  them.  It  will  give  me  particular  pleasure  to  be  honoured 
with  your  company  at  Southfleet  whenever  it  may  suit  your 
convenience. 

I  shall  be  absent  from  home  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  next^ 
but  on  any  other  day  I  hope  you  will  take  a  family  dinner  and  a 
bed.  I  am,  &e,y 

Peter  Rashleigh. 


Peter  Bashleigh  to 


(Banks  Papers.) 


rta- 


tion  of 
plants. 


Sir  Joseph 
Banks. 


Sir,  Southfleet,  near  Gravesend. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  I  send  you  the  exact 
dimensions  of  the  box  measured  from  out  to  out — 3  feet  2  indies 
long,  2  feet  1  inch  high,  and  1  foot  8^  inches  broad.  The  box 
contains  in  the  middle  three  plants  at  equal  distances,  and  on 
each  side  four  cuttings,  which  were  put  in  with  the  rooted  plants 
in  the  spring,  and  which  are  now  all  growing,  and  have  made  good 
roots. 

Whenever  you  will  inform  me  of  the  ship's  arrival  at  Long 
Beach  or  Gravesend,  I  will  take  care  that  the  box  shall  be  s^t  to 
either  place,  and  which  I  can  do  with  equal  convenience,  as  the 
distance  from  my  house  to  Gravesend  and  Greenhithe  is  nearly 
equal. 

As  it  will  give  me  particular  pleasure  to  be  of  any  use  in  this 
business  to  yourself  or  the  colony,  I  beg  you  to  present  my  comp^ 
to  Sir  Josh.  Banks,  and  say  that  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  be 
honoured  with  any  commands  that  you  or  he  may  have. 

Perhaps  he  will  wish  to  have  a  few  more  plants,  which  will  noir 
I'emove  well,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  them  as  you  mentioned  in 
the  pots.  If  so,  I  can  send  them  when  carefully  taken  up  in  a 
box  with  moss  or  otherwise,  as  you  or  Sir  Joseph  shall  direct,  and 
they  may  be  sent  to  town  in  a  Gravesend  boat  in  a  few  hours  after 
their  removal.  I  am,  &c., 

Peter  Bashleigh. 

Lord  Castlereagh  to  Under  Secretary  Kino. 
8  Sept.         Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  8th  September,  1798. 

Convoying  a  ^J  ^he  charter-party  of  the  Minerva,  convict  ship,  now  in 

^^  the  harbour  of  Cork,  she  is  to  be  convoyed  to  the  lat.  28'  0'  N.j 
and  18**  0'  West.  Upon  application  being  made  to  Admiral 
Kingsmill  respecting  this  convoy,  he  said  he  had  not  received  anj 
directions  upon  the  subject.  I  therefore  request  you  will  take  the 
necessary  measures  for  causing  instructions  to  be  sent  as  soon  as 
possible  to  Admiral  Kingsmill  to  afford  convoy  to  the  Miners 
otherwise  she  must  be  detained  at  a  considerable  expence  for 
demurrage. 

*Thi8  letter  is  not  dated,  but  evidently  has  reference  to  the  tnuisporCatioo  ol  plii^ 
per  U.M.S.  Porpoise.  As  stated  in  the  footnote  to  the  preceding  letter,  it  «M  wpjptn^ 
addressed  to  Lieutenant-Governor  King. 


trau 
vesse 


^ 
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There  are  a  coDsiderable  number  of  prisoners  now  in  this  king-      1798 
dom  under  sentence  of  transportation  to  New  South  Wales  for     ggept. 
being  concerned  in  the  Rebellion.     The  Lord  Lieutenant  requests       — 
that  a  ship  may  be  engaged  to  take  between  two  and  three  hundred  prisonen. 
of  those  convicts  from  the  harbour  of  Waterford,  and  you  will  be 
so  good  as  to  acquaint  me  at  what  time  such  vessel  may  be  ex- 
pected, that  preparations  may  be  made  for  embarking  the  prisoners 
on  her  arrival.  I  have,  «kc., 

Castlereagh. 

LisuT. -Governor  King  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks.  (Banks  Papers.) 

Sir,  Whitehall,  9th  September,  1798.  9  Sept. 

I  saw  Mr.   King*  this  morning  with  Mr.  Parke,t  and 
delivered  him  your  letter,  but  the  arrival  of  a  Jamaica  mail  has  An  inter- 
made  our  visit  very  short.      Your  letter  to  Mr.  King  specifying  ^**^* 
what  you  wished  Mr.  Parke's  salary  to  be  could  not  be  found. 
Mr.  King  said  perhaps  it  might  be  six  or  ten  shillings  per  diem, 
he  could  not  tell  which,  but  seemed  disposed  to  allow  the  highest ; 
therefore,  for  want  of  that  document,  nothing  could  be  done  on 
this  head ;  but  if  Lady  Banks  will  have  the  goodness  to  inform 
me  what  the  sum  was,  I  shall  be  armed  with  that  information,  and  An  officer's 
will  again  call  respecting  it.     The  information  I  have  promised  ^^*^'^' 
for  Mr.  P.  is  that  his  salary  will  commence  from  the  time  of  his 
embarking  on  b'd  the  Porpoise,  and  his  salary  is  to  be  drawn  for 
yearly  or  half-yearly  by  the  Governor.     I  communicated  to  Mr. 
Parke,  but  he  was  not  then  arrived,  what  Mr.  King  said  respect- 
ing the  10/-  per  diem,  which  he  seems  to  think  too  small  a  sum. 
I  sincerely  hope  for  your  speedy  re-establishment. 

I  am,  <&c., 
Philip  Gidlet  King. 

Memo,  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks: — Sent  a  copy  of  the  paragraph 
respecting  Parke's  pay  to  John  King  and  to  the  Grovemor, 
September  IL 

J.  Shortland,  Jun.jJ  to  J.  Shortland,  Sen. 

H.M.S.  Reliance,  Sydney  Cove,  Port  Jackson, 
My  Dear  Father,  10th  September,  1798.         10  Sept. 

About  a  twelvemonth  since  I  went  on  an  expedition  in  the 
Gkyvemor's  whaleboat  as  far  as  Port  Stephens,  which  lies  100 
miles  to  the  northward  of  this  place.     In  my  passage  down  I  dis-  Discovery  of 
covered  a  very  tine  coal  river,  which  I  named  after  Governor  ^JJ^' ' 
Hunter.     The  enclosed  I  send  you,  being  an  eye-sketch  which  I 

*  John  KinK.  Under  Secretanr  in  the  Home  Dejtartment. 

t  Evidently  Mun^o  Park,  tne  celebrated  African  traveRer.  See  Sir  Joseph  Banka's 
letter  of  ISth  May,  1798,  ante,  p.  382,  and  the  Duke  of  Portland's  letter  to  Qovemor  Honter 
of  18th  September,  1706,  post,  p.  491. 

I  A  sketch  of  the  life  of  John  Shortland,  Jun.,  will  be  found  in  the  IfavcU  ChrorUeU,  vol. 

DBIU 

VOL.  Ill — 2  H 
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1708      took  the  little  time  I  was  there.*    Vessels  from  60  to  250  tons  may 

10  Sept    load  there  with  j^reat  ease,  and  completely  landlocked.     I  dare 

say,  in  a  little  time,  this  river  will  be  a  great  acquisition  to  this 

settlement.     The  short  time  I  remained  at  this  river  we  had  run, 

which  prevented  my  doing  so  much  as  I  otherwise  should. 

J.  Shortlakd. 


11  Sept 


Lists  of 

convicte* 

sentences. 


Medical 
attendance 


UxDER  Secretary  King  to  Lord  Castlereagh. 

My  Lord,  Whitehall,  11th  September,  179& 

Referring  your  Lordship  to  ray  letter  of  the  24th  July  last, 
in  which  I  enclosed  an  extract  of  one  to  the  Duke  of  Portland 
from  the  Governor  of  New  South  Wales,  who,  after  stating  the 
inconveniences  which  had  arisen  from  the  Irish  convicts  being  sent 
out  to  that  settlement  in  the  ship  Britannia  unaccompanied  with 
lists  of  the  terms  of  their  transportation,  mentions  the  sickly  con- 
dition in  which  those  convicts  had  arrived.  I  am  now  directed  by 
his  Grace  to  enclose  to  you  the  within  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Governor  Hunter,  and  also  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  chief 
surgeon  of  the  settlement,  recommending  a  {)articular  account  of 
the  surgeon's  treatment  of  the  sick  on  their  voyage  from  Europe, 
and  of  the  expenditure  of  necessaries,  <fec.,  to  be  regularly  delivered 
by  him  ;t  and  I  am  to  desire  that  you  will  submit  it  to  his  Excey. 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  to  be  pleased  to  give  directions 
that  the  surgeon  now  going  out  in  the  Minerva  with  convicts  from 

for*c(?nvicts.  ^^**'  kingdom,  and  every  surgeon  that  may  hereafter  be  employed 
upon  a  similar  service,  should  receive  the  most  positive  instractions 
strictly  to  adhere  thereto,  and  to  deliver  one  report  thereof  to  the 
Governor  of  New  South  Wales  on  his  arrival  there,  and  a  duplicate 
thereof  on  the  return  of  the  vessel  to  Europe,  to  be  laid  before 
his  Excellency,  in  order  that  the  manner  in  which  the  convicts 
liave  been  treated  during  the  voyage  may  distinctly  appear. 

I  have,  <&&, 

J.   RiSG. 

Enclosures.  [Enclosure.] 

1.  Extract  of  Hunter  to  Portland,  14  August,  1797,  beginning} 
"I  have  just   received  the  enclosed  letter  from  Mr.  Balmain" 

to "surgeons  should,   with  their 

appointments,  receive  instructions  for  this  purpose."     Ante,  pp. 

284,  285. 

2.  Extract  of  Balmain  to  Hunter,  14  August,  1797,  beginning 

"  It  may  be  proper  here  to  observe  that  it  seldom 

hap])ens   any  particular   account   of   the    surgeons*   treatment 

.     .     .     .     to     ...     .     "  so  highly  necessary  for  ceconomy,  as 
well  as  for  the  diseased  individual"     Ante,  p.  285. 

*  Lieutenant  Shortland'e  sketch  is  missing. 

t  This  letter  from  Mr.  Surgeon  Balmain  to  Governor  Hunter  is  given  in  faU  on  p.  S8$,  u^ 
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Judob-Advocate  Dore  to  Under  Secretary  King.  17M 

Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  12th  September,  1798.         12  Sept. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  my  safe  arrival  in  this 
territory  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  May  last,  when  I  entered  upon 
my  office  as  Judge- Advocate,  an  appointment  which  I  find  every 
day  grows  more  and  more  weighty  in  its  duties,  and  embraces  a  Duties  of 
variety  of  important  concerns.  One  great  source  of  inconvenience  idvo^ite. 
is  the  scarcity  of  paper,  stationary,  <fec.,  in  this  colony,  and  I 
understand  that  there  is  no  more  than  twenty  pounds  a  year 
allowed  here  for  this  article,  which  is  widely  disproportionate 
to  the  consumption.  In  the  various  Courts  of  Jurisdiction  occa- 
sionally held  here,  such  as  Vice- Admiralty,  Civil,  and  Criminal,  a 
considerable  quantity  of  paper  is  used,  and  I  should  scarcely  sutionen*. 
conceive  that  twenty  pounds  a  year  would  furnish  the  Governor 
for  his  own  occasions,  independent  of  the  usual  business  of  the 
colony.  I  can  speak  with  greater  confidence  on  this  subject, 
having  been  appointed  by  the  Governor  bis  Excellency's  secretary.* 
Indeed,  so  scarce  has  paper  been  of  late  that  the  Commissary  has 
actually  purchased  some  of  a  very  inferior  quality  at  upwards  of 
one  hundred  p.  cent  advance.  I  will  request  of  you  to  represent 
this  to  his  Grace  of  Portland,  who,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  direct  a 
sapply  for  my  office.  It  is  also  necessary  for  me  to  be  furnished 
with  parchment  for  convictions,  records,  writs,  recognizances,  (fee, 
Ac. ;  books  of  various  sizes  for  entering  proceedings  in,  together 
with  every  article  of  stationary.  Some  pi-actical  law-books  will  Law-books. 
also  be  necessary  for  my  information  in  genei^al  matters  of  busi- 
ness, particularly  such  as  relate  to  the  official  duties  of  a  proctor, 
attorney,  notary  public,  «kc.,  civil  magistracy,  and  a  general  system 
of  professional  instructions,  in  which  the  practical  points  are  more 
my  object  than  any  theoretical  essays,  and  a  continuation  of  the 
statutes  at  large  down  to  the  latest  period.  With  the  greatest 
respect,  <&c..  Rich.  Dore. 

P.S. — When  Mrs.  Dore  takes  her  departure  for  this  territory  Mrs.  Dore. 
with  her  little  family,  I  hope  and  trust  you  will  have  the  good- 
ness to  take  care  that  they  have  every  accommodation  and  comfort 
that  can  be  affijrded  them.  For  myself,  I  am  free  to  confess  that 
I  wish  for  nothing  so  much  as  the  society  of  my  family,  and  I 
shall  ever  think  myself  particularly  obliged  by  any  attention  you 
may  shew  them  on  the  occasion. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord  Duke,  12th  September,  1798. 

Your  Grace  will  receive  by  this  opportunity  letters  and 
papers  from  Mr.  Geo.  Bond,  late  an  ensign  in  the  New  South  Ensi^ 
Wales  Corps,  who,  having  been  implicated  in  a  supposed  conspiracy  ^"'** 

^  Ante,  pp.  390,  iffl ;  pott,  p.  648. 
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The  Vioe- 
Admiralty 
Court 
ostiembled. 


A  counter- 
charge. 


17M      on  board  the  Barwell  upon  her  voyage  hither,  the  master  of  the 

18  Sept.     said  ship  persisted  in  a  desire  to  try  those  who  had  been  accio'd 

and  con£n'd  on  the  passage,  by  the  approbation  of  his  officers, 

whom  he  regularly  convened  for  the  purpose  of  taking  their  seue 

of  the  measures  necessary  to  be  taken  on  the  occasion. 

The  various  complaints  which  have  been  made  here  of  the  same 
nature,  and  the  recent  success  of  a  similar  conspiracy  in  the  l<» 
of  the  ship  Lady  Shore,  bound  hither,  induc'd  me  to  assemble  s 
Court  of  Vice-Admiralty,  that  it  might  be  known  such  a  Court 
cou^d  be  held  in  this  colony. 

The  prisoners  were  aquitted,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  proceedingi 
which  have  been  for>varded  to  Sir  Jas.  Harriot.*  The  above 
Mr.  George  Bond  is  advised  and  seems  anxious  to  commence  t 
prosecution  against  the  commander  of  the  ship  for  what  he  adb 
crueltys,  and  complains  of  the  want  of  justice,  because  I  do  nol 
consider  it  proper  to  detain  the  Barwell  untill  another  Court  cu 
be  conven'<l,  that  ship  being  now  under  weigh  on  her  departue 
from  this  territory.  Indeed,  my  Lord,  I  cannot  help  feehng  the 
dignity  of  my  situation  much  insulted  hy  the  illiberal  insinuatioDi 
made  use  of  in  Mr.  Bond's  letter  sent  herewith,  t  to  say  nothing  ol 
the  reflections  it  teems  with  against  the  Court  of  jurisdiction  here, 
to  support  which  has  ever  been  my  principle,  and  I  can  nerer 
depart  from  it. 

Mr.  Bond  came  here  under  an  arrest  of  Ensign  Bayly,  fail 
superior  oflicer,  but  at  the  interposition  of  Major  Foveaux,  coat 
manding  officer,  and  the  general  wish  of  the  corps,  I  suffered  the 
Court-martial  for  which  I  had  issued  my  letter  to  be  relinquished 
on  the  express  condition  proposed  by  the  major  of  Mr.  Bomfs 
giving  up  his  Commission  and  returning  to  England  by  the  fint 
ship.  I  Coming  here  thus  degraded  and  charg'd  with  offences  ol» 
serious  a  discription,  I  may  have  reason  to  regret  that  I  listen'd 
to  Major  FovBaux's  interposition  in  behalf  of  a  man  whom  I  •■ 
sorry  to  say  has  not  answer'd  my  expectations,  and  I  hope  vfoa 
any  future  occasion  the  greatest  circumspection  and  caution  will 
be  used  in  discovering  the  characters  of  those  who  may  be  sent  oot 
in  any  capacity  to  this  territory.  1  have,  «kc., 

Jno.  Huktes. 

LlEUTKNANT-GoVERyOR    KlNG   TO   SiR    JoSEPH   BaKKS. 

(Banks  Papers.) 
13  Sept.         Sir,  Blackheath  Hill,  13th  September,  1798. 

I  received  your  letter  on  my  return  home  yesterday  evening* 
and  the  heavy  rain  has  prevented  my  going  to  town  to-day,  which 

*  See  the  proceedings  of  the  Vice- Admiral^  Court— Ante  p.  453. 

t  Mr.  Bond's  letter  is  missing. 

I  The  Seoretarv  of  State  censured  Hunter  for  thus  allowing  Ensign  BoekI  to  rdinqoirii  }M 
Commission  in  the  face  of  the  serioixs  charges  made  against  him.  See  the  Duke  of  fort' 
land's  letter  to  Qovemor  Hunter  of  6th  November,  1799,  poet,  p.  7S7. 
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would  have  answered  no  material  purpose,  as  Mr.  King  went  out      1798 
of  town  yesterday  morning,   after  having  answered  your  note,     issept 
before  I  saw  him.     Your  note  was  shown  to  me  by  Mr.  Moss,  who 
told  me  Mr.  K.  had  answered  it ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  showed 
me  a  letter,  which  was  going  for  the  Duke's  signature,  fixing  the 
salary*  at  lOs.  per  diem,  and  three  months  advance,  the  other  The  aaiar}- of 
points,  as  to  mode  of  payment,  as  before  stated.     On  referring  to  Pi^f^ 
jrour  note,  I  persuaded  Moss  not  to  send  it  yesterday  for  the  Duke's 
i^puiture,  until  your  answer  was  received  to  Mr.  King's  note,  the 
contents  of  which  Mr.  Moss  was  against.     Should  the  weather  be 
good  to-morrow,  I  shall  go  to  town  and  see  Parke  and  Mr.  Moss 
€Q  the  business,  and  get  it  compleated,  as  Mr.  King  does  not  return 
till  the  middle  of  next  week. 

The  master  of  the  Porpoise  thinks  that,  as  far  as  depends  on  him.  Equipment 
the  Porpoise  will  be  ready  to  leave  Long  Beach  in  about  three  po^ise. 
weeks  from  this  time.  Sooter  [Suttor]  will  go  down  to  Gravesend 
tor  the  moss  on  Monday  next,  when  the  tide  will  suit  for  his  going 
and  returning.  I  enclose  you  Mr.  Rashleigh's  letter,!  as  also  one{ 
I  found  among  my  papers  from  Col.  Lloydd  to  Captain  Bowen, 
leopecting  the  mode  of  watering  plants  at  sea,  for  your  approbation. 
I  beg  to  congratulate  you  on  Ld.  Comwallis's  success,  and  on  your 
veooveiy  of  the  use  of  your  hand.  Should  it  be  in  my  power  to 
ecxecute  any  commands  you  may  have  in  town,  I  shall  be  proud  of 
the  office.  I  shall  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  you  on 
Saturday,  after  I  have  seen  the  partys.  I  am,  <fec., 

Philip  Gidley  King. 

I  have  opened  this  letter  again  to  say  that  Mr.  Rashleigh  has  size  of  the 
just  called  on  me.  He  describes  the  box  to  be  of  such  a  size  that  it  p^"*"  ^* 
will  not  be  possible  to  remove  it  from  the  place  where  it  is.  That 
being  the  case,  I  must  submit  to  you  how  far  it  will  be  proper  for 
Sooter  to  carry  some  pots  to  Gravesend,  to  remove  the  plants  into, 
as  the  middle  ones,  Mr.  Rashleigh  informs  me,  can  be  taken  up  with 
lai^  balls  of  earth.  I  have  desired  Sooter  [Suttor]  to  ask  your 
commands  on  that  head  on  Saturday  next.  The  Rev'd  Mr.  Rash- 
leigh, who  was  a  fellow-Etonian  with  you,  desires  me  to  present 
his  respects.  P.G.K. 

A  Letteb  from  Stdnby.§ 

Port  Jackson,  14th  September,  1798.         usept. 
Mt  goats  and  sheep,  my  cows  and  horses,  continue  to  increase  increase  of 
with  rapidity.     During  this  year  I  shall  kill  of  my  flocks  weekly  *^^'®  s*^*^- 
for  my  table.     My  servants,  the  convicts,  are  in  number  twenty- 
aix,  and  my  weekly  consumption  of  provisions  necessarily  great. 

*  This  refers  to  the  salary  proposed  to  allow  Mungo  Park  during  his  intended  explorations 
in  Aostralia-^Ante,  pp.  383,  481. 
t  See  ante,  p.  479. 
i  This  endorare  is  misstng . 
I  Supposed  to  have  been  written  by  the  Re\'.  S.  Maisden. 
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1796  The  convicts,  after  labouring  six  hours*  at  the  public  works  at 

14  Sept.     ^hc  barracks,  the  formation  of  high  roads,  or  burning  bricks,  are 
hired  by  the  honest  settler,  or  estates-men,  during  the  other  part 
Labour  of     of  the  days,  to  toil  for  wages ;  the  pay  is  a  mode  of  barter,  and  ii 
convicts.      given  in  rum — without  which  the  disspirited,  indolent  convict  can- 
not be  excited  to  exertions — in  sugar,  and  in  tea,  the  neoessaiies 
and  the  comforts  of  the  infant  society.     Money,  as  in  the  early  stage 
of  American  plantations,  is  of  infrequent  use  and  depreciated  yaloe. 
The  traders       For  the  China  traders,  though  obliged  by  an  Act  of  the  Britidi 
to  China.      Parliament  to  touch  at  New  South  Wales  during  the  voyage, 
finding  the  loss  of  time  during  the  voyage  to  China  to  be  of  len 
importance  than  during  their  return  with  a  full  cargo  fxx>m  the 
land  of  tea  to  the  market  of  Europe,  arrived  at  Sydney  with  tea 
or  rum  from  Bengal,  and  by  these  means  the  articles  are  loaded 
with  the  duties  of  India  and  the  expenses  of  two  voyage&    Dnring 
a  late  season  few  ships  imported  these  articles  of  traffic  and  of  life; 
they  arose  to  a  price  incredible  in  Europe — rum  to  several  guineas  a 
gallon,  one  pound  of  tea  to  two  guineas,  of  sugar  to  twelve  shillingk 
Circum-  Yet,  Under  all  these  incidental  disappointments  and  occasional 

the  convicts,  distresses,  the  convicts  lead  a  happier  life  than  the  labouring  poor 
in  Europe.  The  warmth  of  the  climate  renders  clothing  no  con- 
siderable object.  The  sun  in  the  long  summer  of  our  hem]8(to:e 
is  absolutely  hot ;  the  consequent  fructification  is  abundant  and 
never-failing.  Successive  crops  of  vegetables  are  raised  in  the 
stubble  of  the  new-shorn  wheat. 
Agriculture.  The  wheat  harvest  is  highly  exuberant.  I  have  shorn  from 
1,000  to  1,200  bushels,  an  ample  supply  for  my  numerous  establidi- 

ment,  and  an  object  of  public  sale.     My  neighbour.  Captain > 

returning  to  England  to  bring  his  lady  and  family  to  settle,  sold 
stock  to  the  sum  of  J&2,600,  and  retained  his  large  cultivated 
estate.  Six  hundred  settlements,  or  farms,  adorn  the  banks  of 
the  Hawkesbury.  A  race  of  respectable  neighbours  is  rising 
and  annually  increasing  by  the  importation  from  Great  Britain  of 
honest  planters,  and  by  the  reformation  and  aggrandisement  of  the 
The  poptrfa.  industrious  convicts.  At  Parramatta  the  inhabitants  are  computed 
at  two,  in  Sydney  at  four  thousand.  The  river  and  the  country 
supply  these  towns. 

Norfolk  Island  has  arrived  at  a  state  yet  more  flourishing,  as 
the  air  is  more  soft  and  the  soil  inexpressibly  productive.  It  is 
idand.^  a  perfect  image  of  Paradise.  Our  officers  and  their  ladies,  while 
they  never  regret  their  absence  from  Old  England,  were  sensibly 
affected  at  their  departure  from  this  insular  garden,  and  at  ih&r 
banishment  to  Sydney.  There  the  annual  harvest  of  wheat  is 
double.  There  the  limes  are  so  exuberant  that  the  Grovemor  from 
the  same  tree  plucked  sixteen  pecks  of  ripe,  and  left  upon  it  a 

*The  hours  of  convict  labour,  as  fixed  by  General  Orders,  will  be  found  oapp-ti,^* 
and  416,  ante. 
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greater  proportion  of  green  fruit     Pomegranates,  melons,  figs,  and       1798 
the  sugar-cane  are  there  equally  prolific     Though  its  circumference     14  gept. 
be  merely  seven  leagues,  or  twenty-eight  miles,  it  contained  1,200 
settlers,  or  reform^  farmers,  and  enjoys  a  state  of  cultivation 
equal  to  the  West  India  Islands. 

The  moral  and  religious  state  of  the  colony  advances.     At  the  Religion. 
opening  of  the  wooden  temple  of  Parramatta*  twelve  hearers  only 
assembled.     Hunter,  the  Governor,  attends  divine  service.     The 
convicts  are  marched  in  long  lines  to  the  church.     The  inferior 
officers,  imprudently,  are  absentees.     The  influence  of  so  wretched 
an  example  is  not  necessary  to  increase  the  corrupt  style  of  tho 
public  manners.     Their  private  lives  and  bold  concubinage  with  Morals  of 
the  female  convicts  retard  the  progress  of  good  morals.     Were  officers! 
officers  more  aged,  and  married,  appointed  to  this  foreign  staff, 
brighter  hopes  of  universal  reformation  would  be  afforded.     The 
Commissary  is  a  regular  attendant ;  his  lady  a  pious  character. 
The  seventeen  missionaries,  emigrants,  and  fugitives  from  Otaheite,  Mireion- 
are  here  resolved  to  settle,  and  to  accelerate  the  improvement  of  ^^ 
the  Colonial  manners  by  public  instruction  and  domestic  example, 
by  manual  industry,  and  by  their  labors  in  the  service  of  virtue. 
ITiey  are  sanguine  in  their  high  expectations  of  success ;  their 
field  of  activity  is  large,  and  in  the  present  contest  with  hardened 
vice  the  champions  of  morality  are  too  few  to  stem  the  tori*ent. 
Governor  King,  the  successor  of  Hunter,!  gave  a  pledge  of  his  Kinsfa 
futui*e  moral  government  of  our  new  world  by  the  reform  which  ^^***'"**^'- 
he  worked  and  by  the  establishment  he  formed  in  Norfolk  Island. 
From  his  exertions,  and  his  chaplain's  and  schoolmaster's  excellent 
conduct,  superior  effects  may  be  produced ;  as  they  are  extremely 
desirable  in  such  a  settlement  and  such  an  abandoned  society, 
annually  importing  a  collection  of  thieves  and  drunkards  aiid 
banditti  to  revise  the  obsolete,  and  to  teach  the  old  convicts  the 
new  and  more  fashionable  habits  of  vice  in  a  capital  the  most 
impure  of  the  cities  in  Europe. 


GOVEBNMENT  AND  GENERAL  OrDER. 

17th  September,  1798.         17  Sept. 
Parole — Russia.  Countersign — Tartary. 

The  Governor,  desirous  of  affording  every  possible  encouragement  Rearing  Uve 
in  bis  power  to  the  rearing  of  hogs  in  this  colony,  as  well  as  of 
every  other  kind  of  stock,  a  circumstance  which  cannot  fail  of 
proving  not  only  a  public  benefit,  but  highly  to  the  advantage  of 
those  who  devote  a  part  of  their  time  to  this  useful  purpose,  and 
which,  from  the  now  advanced  state  of  the  private  farms,  may  be 

*  Built  upon  the  site  where  8t  John's  Church  now  stands. 

f  It  is  evident  from  this  that  even  so  early  as  September,  1798  (many  months  before  King 
•ailed  from  England),  it  was  generally  knoA-n  that  he  was  to  relieve  Hunter. 
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1796  done  with  far  leas  trouble  and  expenoe  than  formerly.  In.  additinn 
17  Sept.  to  ^^^  information  which  the  CommisBftry  was  some  time  pnfc 
directed  to  give,  the  settlers  and  all  others  who  af^ly  a  part  of 
their  time  to  this  useful  and  advantageous  purpoae  are  given  to 
understand  that  when  any  individual  shall  have  prepared  a  number 
of  such  animals  for  the  reception  of  the  public  store,  they  mab 
the  same  known  to  the  Commissary,  who,  in  order  ix>  preffwi 
any  unnecessary  extra  expence  to  the  feeder,  will  grive  immediate 
notice  of  the  day  and  place  where  he  will  receive  it.  The  Gob* 
missary  is  also  at  liberty  to  enter  into  an  agreement  or  cootnui 
for  a  certain  length  of  time,  and  on  sucdi  conditions  as  may  be 
agreed  upon,  with  any  person  who  will  engage  to  furnish  tk 
e^ply   public  store  either  at  Sydney,  Parramatta,  or  Hawkesbury,  nitb 

Government  any  certain  quantity  at  stated  periods. 

■^'^  Jno.  Hvntii. 


The 
of  mi 


Lord  Oastlereaoh  to  Under  Secretary  Knro. 

18  Sept.         Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  18th  September,  1798. 

I  have  received  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the  lltli  of 
September,*  with  extracts  of  letters  from  the  Governor  oi  New 
Convicts  per  South  Wales,  relative  to  the  convicts  sent  from  this  kinsdcmi  in 
the  ship  Britannia. 

attendance  Particular  instructions  shall  be  given  to  the  surgeon  now  gtunf 
on  convicts,  out  with  the  convicts  in  the  Minerva  to  keep  a  regular  acooant  <i 
his  treatment  of  the  sick  on  the  voyage  and  of  the  expenditure  of 
the  hospital  stores  put  on  board  for  their  use  by  Government,  to 
deliver  reports  of  the  same  to  tlie  Governor  on  his  arrival  in  New 
South  Wales,  and  to  transmit  a  duplicate  thereof  by  the  Minerfi 
on  her  return  to  Europe.  Care  will  be  taken  to  give  the  like 
instructions  on  future  occasions. 

I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  the  person  appointed  here  to  go  oat 
as  surgeon  to  the  convicts  in  the  Britannia  declined  to  proceed  oo 
the  voyage  just  as  the  vessel  was  ready  to  sail,  and  the  businett 
was  undertaken  by  a  Mr.  Beyer,  who  came  from  England  to  C(A 
in  that  ship,  and  who,  it  was  represented,  had  gone  two  voyages  to 
Port  Jackson  with  convicts  with  great  success. 

With  respect  to  the  lists  of  convicts  ship'd,  the  agent  at  Cork 
for  the  embarkation  reported  that  a  correct  list  had  been  given 
in  charge  to  the  master  of  the  Britannia,  to  be  delivered  to  tiie 
Governor  of  New  South  Wales,  and  it  is  understood  that  listi 
were  regularly  delivered  to  the  respective  masters  of  vessels  witk 
all  the  convicts  sent  from  this  kingdom.  Copies  of  those  listi 
will,  however,  be  forwarded  to  the  Grovemor  by  the  Minerva,  swi 
duplicates  of  them  sent  to  you.  I  have,  ibc, 

CAaTLSRBAGH. 

*  Ante,  p.  482. 


Mr.  Beyer. 
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The  Dukb  of  Pobtlaxd  to  Governor  Hunter.  1708 

Sir,  Whitehall,  18th  September,  1798.         issept 

I  have  laid  before  the  King  your  letters  of  the  numbers  and  Hunter's 
lates  mentioned  in  the  margin,*  and  shaU  proceed  to  make  such  ^^^^ 
>b8ervations  upon  them,  and  to  give  you  such  further  directions, 
18  they  appear  to  me  to  require.    In  doing  this  I  am  happy  to  find 
that  I  have  already  (particularly  in  my  letters  of  the  2nd  of  Marchf 
ind  30th  and  31st  August,  1797|)  anticipated  in  a  great  mecusure  , 
bhose  instructions  which  the  want  of  order,  regularity,  and  dis- 
sipline  in  the  settlement  so  loudly  call  for,  and  require  to  be 
iteictly  enforced.     I  very  much  approve  of  the  measures  you  have 
ilready  taken  for  enforcing  obedience  from  all  persons,  civil  or 
military,  to  such  Public  Orders  as  have  been  issued  for  the  estab-  hu  PnbUe 
[ishment  of  uniformity,   regularity,  and  good  order  within  the  ^'^®**- 
lettlement,  and  you  may  depend  on  receiving  the  most  decided 
x>untenance  from  his  Majesty's  Government  in  support  of  your 
axertions  to  promote  these  valuable  objects,  the  maintenance  of 
irhich  can  be  nowhere  more  necessary  than  in  the  situation  in 
irhich  you  have  the  honour  to  be  placed. 

With  respect  to  the  commission  of  crimes  of  a  more  heinous 
nature,  such  as  murder  and  robbery,  as  they  must  be  conmiitted 
fay  the  most  lost  and  abandoned  part  of  the  colony,  they,  I  fear, 
can  only  be  repressed  by  a  sense  of  the  certainty  of  the  punish-  i^mjshment 
ment  that  awaits  them.  It  is  with  this  view,  as  well  as  with  the 
desire  of  giving  the  least  possible  scope  to  the  commission  of  such 
enormities,  that  I  acquaint  you  with  my  entire  approbation  of  the 
system  of  police  which  you  are  about  to  establisli  on  the  principle 
(rf  dividing  the  settlement  into  districts,  with  proper  wardens, 
OQDstables,  and  magistrates  over  each.  The  more  frequently  the 
reports  are  made  by  the  subordinate  officers  to  the  wardens  or  Police 
magistrates  of  the  districts,  and  by  such  magistrates  to  yourself,  ""^P***^* 
\he  better.  I  think  the  reports  to  the  first  should  be  made  daily, 
md  the  most  distant  districts  should  report  at  least  weekly  to 
iroorself,  exclusive  of  those  occasions  which  require  an  immediate 
representation  to  the  Governor. 

By  these  means  your  system  will  operate  to  the  establishment 
»f  future  order  and  regularity,  and  will  at  the  same  time  enable  you 
the  better  to  apprehend  and  bring  to  speedy  justice  those  who  are 
railty  of  the  heinous  crimes  above  mentioned,  and  who,  not  being 
leterred  by  the  magnitude  of  the  oflTences  they  committed,  are 
little  likely  to  be  influenced  by  the  severity  of  punislunent  to 
reform  or  amend  a  conduct  which  is  become  so  habitual  to  them. 

•  6«paxmte— 12th  Nov.,  1796— Ante,  p.  160.  No.  22->12th  Nov.,  1790— Ante,  p.  174. 
iepante— 15th  Nov.,  1790  (miminfir).  No.  23— 18th  Nov.,  1796— Ante,  p.  180.  No.  24-Iit 
[>«or.,  1706— Ante,  p.  188.  No.  25— 10th  Juno,  1797— Ante,  p.  214.  No.  28-20th  June, 
L797— Ante,  p.  223.  No.  27— 26th  June,  1797— Ante,  p.  231.  No.  28— 6th  July— Ante,  p. 
98.    Separate— 6th  July,  1797— Ante,  p.  277.    No.  29— 14th  August,  1797— Ante,  p.  2M. 

t  Ante,  p.  195.  X  Ante,  pp.  291,  293. 
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Captain 
Jonnston. 


I  must  next  advert  to  the  evils  which  you  represent  as  arising 
from  the  speculation  and  traffic  in  grain,  live  stock,  and  spirits^ 
into  which  the  officers  of  the  Grovemment,  and  particularly  those 
in  the  Military  Department,  have  entered,  contrary,  as  you  very 
properly  observe,  to  the  nature  of  their  institution  and  the  duties 
annexed  to  it.  The  instructions  you  have  already  received  having 
limited  the  number  of  conWcts  to  be  allowed  to  any  officers  in 
the  manner  therein  mentioned,  had  they  been  duly  executed, 
could  not  but  have  gone  a  great  way,  if  not  entirely,  to  cure  this 
evil  as  far  as  it  relates  to  grain  and  live  stock,  because  the  public 
stock  would  have  been  alrejidy  so  very  much  increased  as  not  to 
have  left  any  improper  temptation  to  this  species  of  traffic  With 
respect  to  the  sale  of  spirits,  it  is  certainly  in  your  power,  as  well 
as  it  is  your  duty,  to  prohibit,  by  the  most  positive  orders,  all 
officers  of  Government,  ci>il  or  military,  from  selling  any  spirituous 
liquors  to  the  conWcts  or  settlers. 

With  respect  to  the  requisition  you  have  made  for  sending 
articles  of  clothing,  stores,  and  other  necessaries  for  the  use  of  the 
settlement,  I  must  refer  you  to  the  very  ample  supplies  which 
have  been  sent  out  in  the  Buffido  and  Barwell,  and  which  contain, 
not  merely  the  articles  you  have  asked  for,  but  every  other  which 
can  tend  to  the  benefit  and  improvement  of  the  colony.  Sudi  of 
those  as  are  not  wanted  for  the  convicts  you  will  find  you  are 
instructed  to  dispose  of  to  the  inhabitants  at  the  prices  affixed  to 
them  in  return  for  grain  and  live  stock  for  the  public  stores. 

There  is  only  one  thing  more  which  it  occurs  to  me  to  observe 
on  this  point,  which  is,  that  in  the  list  of  articles  to  be  so  dis- 
posed of  the  prime  cost  to  Government  is  only  specified  as  meaal 
to  be  taken,  whereas,  considering  the  expence  incurred  by  the 
public  in  the  transport  of  those  articles,  it  is  but  reasonable  that 
you  should  on  their  arrival  lay  an  addition  of  ten  or  fifteen  per 
cent,  on  the  original  price,  notwithstanding  what  I  have  hereto- 
fore stated  in  my  letter  of  the  18th  May  last. 

I  am  sorry  to  find,  fi"om  what  you  state  relative  to  the  curing  of 
fish,  that  it  is  a  resource  from  which  the  settlement  is  not  likely 
to  derive  any  considerable  advantage. 

Should  Mr.  Boston,*  or  any  other  person  sent  out  at  the  public 
expence  with  a  view  of  benefiting  the  colony,  be  found  to  be  a 
charge  on  the  settlement,  without  a  reasonable  prospect  of  any 
advantage  resulting  from  his  remaining  in  it,  you  may  give  him 
the  option  of  returning  to  Europe,  or  remaining  in  the  colony  as 
a  sottler  only. 

I  am  very  glad  to  find  that  you  have  received  considerable 
assistance  from  Captain  Johnston,  the  present  commander  of  the 
New  South  Wales  Corps,  and  at  your  request  I  have  reconunended 

*  John  Boston  was  sent  out  in  the  Surprize  in  1794  for  the  purpose  of  curing^  llsh.— VoL 
ii,  p.  225,  and  ante,  p.  234. 
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his  son  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  whose  conde-      1708 
scension,  I  am  convinced,  will  dispose  him  to  take  notice  of  the     ig  ggpt. 
young  man. 

Although  you  are  inclined  to  think  that  pork  cannot  be  cured  curing  pork. 
in  Norfolk  Island  with  salt  only,  I  am,  nevertheless,  of  opinion 
that  the  experiment  should  be  made  at  the  most  favourable  time 
of  the  year,  because,  from  the  large  quantity  of  pork  there,  it  is 
dear  that  in  making  the  experiment  the  risque  is  but  small,  and 
the  advantage,  if  it  succeeds,  will  be  comparatively  great. 

In  consequence  of  what  you  state  relative  to  the  sickly  condition 
of  the  Irish  convicts  who  came  out  in  the  Britannia,  I  have  ordered 
that  the  instructions  suggested  by  Mr.  Balmain  shall  be  strictly 
complied  with  by  all  surgeons  going  with  convicts  to  New  South 
Wales,  by  which  I  trust  convicts  will  be  secured  in  future  from  Transporto- 
suffering  either  by  neglect  or  ill-treatment.  I  have  also  directed  ^^'^^^ 
a  letter,  of  which  an  extract  is  inclosed,  to  be  written  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  in  order  that  copies  of  the  sentences  and 
terms  of  transportation  of  such  Irish  convicts  as  have  been  sent  to 
New  South  Wales  may  be  forwarded  by  the  Minerva,  transport, 
and  that  similar  copies  may  accompany  all  such  convicts  as  shall 
be  sent  thither  from  that  kingdom  in  future.* 

It  is  with  great  regret  I  observe  the  loss  which  has  been  sus- 
tained by  the  Crown  and  individuals  in  consequence  of  the  grass 
or  herbage  of  the  country  being  set  fire  to  by  the  natives. 

In  order  to  remedy  so  alarming  an  evil  in  future,  it  occurs  to  me 
that  it  will  be  proper  to  oblige  all  persons  holding  farms  adjoining  prevention 
to  the  waste  and  uncultivated  lands  to  keep  plowed  up  so  much  o'*>"«^fi»"es- 
thereof,  between  the  cultivated  parts  and  the  waste,  as  shall  be 
judged  sufficient  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  fire  from  the  latter.  It 
will  also  be  highly  proper  to  take  the  same  precaution  with  regard 
to  all  lands  belonging  to  the  Crown,  and,  in  addition  thereto,  to 
make  a  wide  trench  or  ditch  where  the  situation  will  allow  of  it. 

Having  now  taken  notice  of  such  parts  of  your  dispatches  as 
appear  particularly  to  require  it,  I  proceed  to  inform  you  that  the  The 
Porpoise,  by  which  you  will  receive  this  dispatch,  carries  out  the  ^^nwisc. 
articles  contained  in  the  inclosed  lists,!  with  116,160  pounds  of 
pork,  for  the  use  of  the  settlement.     There  will  also  take  their  pas- 
sage in  this  vessel  the  several  persons  mentioned  in  the  margin.  | 

The  object  proposed  by  Government  in  sending  Mr.  Park  to  Mungro 
New   South  Wales,  whose  perseverance  in  penetrating  into  the  ^^^' 
interior  parts  of  Africa  pointed  him  out  on  this  occasion,  is  to 
obtain  such  further  knowledge,  both  of  the  coast  and  interior  part 

*  Ante,  p.  418.  t  These  lists  are  missing. 

X  Lieut. -Governor  King  and  family,  Mr.  Commissary  Palmer  and  family,  Mr.  E.  Stamford 
and  family,  Mr.  Sutton  and  family,  Mr.  Mungo  Park,  Edwd.  Wise  (weaver)  and  family, 
Sattor  (gardener)  and  wife,  and  John  Oearish,  assistant  to  the  gardener.  The  Porpoise 
was  subsequently  found  to  be  unsuitable  for  the  voprage,  and  the  passengers  embarked, 
some  on  the  vessel  purchased  to  replace  the  old  Porpoise,  and  some  on  the  Speedy. — Post, 
p.  728. 
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Sir  Joseph 
Banks. 


1796  of  New  South  Wales,  as  may  be  expected  from  s  pencm  6t  hk 
19  Sept.    jadgement,  resolution,  and  experience. 

The  instructions  he  has  received  for  this  purpose  he  will  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  you  on  his  arrivaly  and  I  am  penoaded 
you  will  use  every  means  in  your  power  to  enable  him  to  curj 
them  into  execution. 

That  you  may  be  the  more  thoroughly  informed  of  the  motiTCi 
which  induced  his  Majesty's  Government  to  send  Mr.  Eurk  to 
New  South  Wales,  I  inclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Jo0e|i]i 
Banks  on  this  subject,  and  on  that  of  the  gardener  who  aooom- 
panies  the  hops  and  other  useful  plants  whudi  have  been  adected 
by  Sir  Joseph  for  the  use  of  the  settlement.* 

Besides  the  several  stores  sent  out  in  the  Porpoise  you  will 
receive  by  the  Minerva,  transport,  which  carries  out  convicts  from 
Ireland,  the  further  articles  mentioned  in  the  inclosed  list^f 

You  cannot  fail  to  observe  with  gratitude  and  satisfaction  the 
attention  with  which  you  have  been  furnished  with  the  meaai 
The  weaving  necessary  to  enable  you  to  make  a  rapid  progress  in  the  wearini 
industry.  ^£  ^jQ^i^g^  linen  for  the  use  of  the  settlement  by  sending  you  eveiy 
article  necessary  for  immediately  setting  up  a  number  of  looms, 
together  with  a  master-weaver  to  superintend  them  and  to  instruct 
such  persons  as  you  shall  put  under  his  direction. 

As  I  have  heretofore  advised  you  of  its  being  the  intention  of 
Government  to  send  out  a  master- weaver  with  the. looms  and 
articles  for  weaving,  I  hope  you  will  be  prepared  for  him,  and 
that  you  will  be  enabled  to  furnish  him  wiUi  a  sufficient  quantitj 
of  materials  and  of  persons  selected  for  weaving  and  spinning 
immediately  on  his  arrival. 

The  salary  of  Mr.  Edward  Wise,  you  will  perceive  by  the  in- 
closed copy  j  of  the  agreement  which  has  been  made  wiUi  hioi,  ii 
ni^saiarj-.  JB80  a  year  from  the  time  of  his  embarkation,  and  you  will  ditw 
upon  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  for  that  sum  ai  it 
shall  become  due.  I  am,  <kc., 

PORTLAXn. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord  Duke,  25th  Septocnber,  179& 

I  take  the  opportunity  of  an  American  schooner,  vho 
is  about  to  leave  this  port,  and  who  it  is  probable  may  fonrard 
letters  to  England  some  months  sooner  than  the  BarweU,§  wbick 

*  The  enclosures  ore  not  available,  buti4>|>arentiy  the  letter  of  Sir  Joseph  BMiksooMn' 
ing  Mr.  Munfjro  Park  ia  that  printed  on  pp.  882, 883,  ante.  Mango  Paik  dikl  noti,  fer  nmm 
which  are  now  unknown,  eafl  in  the  Porpdse. 

t  The  list  referred  to  is  miflsing. 

X  The  copy  of  the  agreement  is  missing.  Wise  was  lost  overboazd  on  the  vografe  ti  ^ 
Speedy  from  the  Cape,  on  14th  March,  1800. 

§  The  Barwell  returned  to  England  via  China. 


The 
weaver. 


25  Sept. 
Shipping. 
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aail'd  from  hence  on  the  16th  instant,  and  by  which  I  forwarded      1796 
my  dispatches,  to  observe  to  your  Grace  with  real  concern  that    26  Sept. 
the  very  flattering  prospect  of  ample  crops,  which  I  saw  with  so 
much  satisfaction,  and  had  every  reason  to  expect  wou'd  have 
famisk'd  a  supply  of  wheat  for  at  least  twenty  months  to  come, 
ezclnaive  of  considerable  crops  of  maize,  is  at  present  in  a  very 
precarious  state  from  an  uncommon  and  tedious  drought,  attended 
with  very  sultry  weather,*  and  there  is  now  great  probability  of  The 
wheat  being  extremely  scarse  during  the  insuing  season.    I  am  not,  ^^^*- 
my  Lord,  apprehensive  of  any  immediate  distress  from  this  un- 
finrtunate  circumstance,  but  desirous  of  shewing  your  Grace  what 
diflBcalty  stands  in  the  way  of  that  reduction  of  the  price  of  grain 
which  I  this  year  expected  to  accomplish,  and  to  say  that  I  am 
the  more  particidarly  concerned  at  this  dissapointment  because  I  Con^uent 
had  the  pleasing  prospect  from  the  last  year's  exertions  that  we  of  gxatn. 
shon'd  have  been  completely  out  of  the  reach  of  immediate  dis- 
tress from  one  unfortunate  season,  for  I  am  convinced  had  the 
present  been  moderately  favorable  we  shou'd  not  have  had  less 
than  two  years'  bread  for  the  colony. 

It  is  also  a  subject  of  great  regret  to  me,  my  Lord,  to  be  under 
the  necessity  of  mentioning  the  distitute  state  of  our  public  stores  Ck>ndition  of 
in  regard  to  slops  of  every  kind  and  of  bedding.  The  loss  of  the  ***®  »*o'«s. 
Lady  Shore,  transport,  and  the  very  few  supplys  of  this  nature 
brought  lately  into  the  colony,  have  so  impoverished  us  that  the 
people  are,  literally  speaking,  nearly  naked,  and  great  numbers 
without  a  bed  or  blanket  to  lie  upon.  Your  Grace  will  excuse 
my  being  very  earnest  in  recommending  this  subject  as  a  matter 
requiring  the  earlyest  attention. 

Anxious  to  give  every  possible  encouragement  to  the  rearing  of  Rearing: 
swine,  I  have  lately  taken  more  pork  into  store  than  formerly.  I  *^'^®- 
have  therefore  only  to  request,  my  Lord,  that  this  circumstance  be 
considered  when  bills  appear,  as  it  must  be  paid  for  here.  The 
provision  mentioned  in  your  Grace's  letter  by  the  Britannia,  which 
was  to  have  been  landed  with  the  female  convicts  she  brought  here, 
had  not  been  put  on  board  that  ship.  All  that  was  landed  here 
was  what  remained  of  the  sea  victualing. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  English  flax  can  be  cultivated  here  English  flax. 
with  success.  I  cou'd  wish  to  have  some  fresh  seed  sent  out  by 
the  first  conveyanca  I  am  now  attempting  (by  way  of  experi- 
ment) to  make  a  kind  of  cloth  from  the  bark  of  a  tree  which 
npins  and  dresses  welL  I  trust  I  shall  before  long  be  enabled  to 
shew  a  specimen  of  it. 

*  This  dry  weather  continued  until  March,  17W,  when  for  two  or  three  days  heavy  rain 
fell,  candng  the  Hawkeabury  River  to  rite  flity  feet  above  its  ordinary'  level,  and  inundate 
the  surrounding  country.  Amongst  other  buildings,  the  Qovemnient  storehouse  was 
washed  away  with  all  its  contents.     Collins  remarks  that  it  was  rumoured  that  the  natives 


rumour 


ned  sonui  of  the  settlers  of  the  appwonhing  itood,  but  cautiously  adds  that  the 
lacked  oonflrmalion.— Collins,  vol.  iJ,  p.  200. 
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25  Sept 

Missing' 
despatches. 


Vice- 

Admiralty 

Court. 


Stationery 
required. 


Rev.  Mr. 
Haddoclc. 


2  Oct. 


Ration  to 
free  people. 


Your  Grace,  in  the  duplicates  of  letters  I  had  the  honor  of 
receiving  by  the  Barwell,  refers  me  to  original  inclosures  of  special 
documents  sent  by  the  Lady  Shore,  which  are  not  otherwise  par- 
ticularised. I  am,  of  course,  at  a  loss  how  to  advert  to  them, 
and  request  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  replace  them  in  the 
next  dispatches.  The  law  opinions,  in  particular,  respecting  the 
power  of  a  Vice- Admiralty  Court,  which  your  Grace  mentions, 
I  must  remain  an  entire  stranger  to  untill  I  am  in  possession  of  it 
by  some  more  fortunate  conveyance. 

Your  Grace,  by  the  letters  forwarded  by  the  Barwell,  whifik 
returns  to  England  by  way  of  China,  will  observe  we  have  latdy 
held  a  Court  of  Vice- Admiralty  here,  and  the  proceedings  thereof 
have  been  transmitted  to  Sir  James  Harriot. 

Before  I  conclude,  my  Lord,  permit  me  to  remark  that  the 
stationary  sent  out  to  this  colony  is  widely  disproportioned  to  the 
consumption.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  a  more  abundant  supply  of 
that  article  will  bo  sent  as  early  as  possible.  The  Judge- Advoioate'i 
office,  which  embraces  such  a  variety  of  objects,  and  where  the 
business  every  day  grows  upon  a  more  enlarged  and  extensive 
scale,  is  intirely  without  any  allowance,  and  I  have  inconvenienced 
myself  to  administer  to  its  exegencies,  fearing  that  the  public 
service  might  otherwise  have  been  materially  injured.* 

I  have  not  judged  it  expedient  to  send  duplicates  of  my  last 
dispatches  by  this  conveyance,  but  will  forward  them  by  the 
earlyest  opportunity.  I  have,  «kc., 

Jno    Hunter. 

XJxDER  Secretary  King  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Kisc. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  25th  September,  1798. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  acquaint  yoo, 
in  answer  to  your  letter  to  me  of  the  18th  instant,  that  his 
Grace  will  recommend  an  allowance  of  J&96  being  made  in  the 
next  year's  estimate  for  New  South  Wales  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Had- 
dock, in  addition  to  what  has  been  granted  to  that  gentleman  hr 
the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel,  but  that  no  allowance 
can  be  made  to  him  before  that  period,  f  I  am,  Ac., 

J.  KlKO. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

2nd  October,  1798. 

Parole — Newport.  Countersign — America. 

The  Commissary  is  directed  to  issue  on  Saturday  and  Mondaj 

next  the  following  ration,  and  continue  it  until  further  orders  :— 

To  the  CivUj  Military,  Free  People,  Watchmen,  dn:. 

Beef      71b.,  or  Wheat      10ft. 

Pork      41b.  Maize        10ft. 

*  Ante,  p.  2S0 ;  post,  p.  736. 

i  Although  the  money  wm  available,  Mr.  Haddock  did  not  flU  tlUt  poritioo.— Antei  f- ' 
(noteX 
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ConvietSy  d-c.  1708 

Beef      ...        7  lb.,  or  Wheat      91b.  20ct. 

Pork      41b.  Maize        121b. 

Women  and  children  the  usual  proportion* 

Jno.  Hunter. 


To  convicts. 


GOVERNMEXT  AXD  GENERAL  OrDER. 

3rd  October,  1798.  3  Oct. 

Parole — Sacralegious.  Countei-sign — Incendiary. 

Whereas  some  worthless  and  infamous  person  or  persons  did  on 
Monday  last,  between  the  hours  of  7  and  8  in  the  evening,  wil- 
fully and  maliciously  set  fire  to  the  church  and  school-house,  t  by  The  church 
which  it  was  completely  consumed.  And  whereas  the  discoveiy  ^""^^  '*®'*'"' 
of  cliaracters  so  extremely  dangerous  to  the  colony  at  large,  as 
well  as  to  its  inhabitants  individually,  is  of  the  utmost  importance  : 
Notice  is  hereby  given  that  if  any  person  will  come  forward  and 
give  such  information  as  shall  serve  to  convict  so  horrid  a  character 
before  a  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature  they  shall  receive  a  reward 
of  <£30.  And  if  the  informer  shall  happen  to  be  a  convict,  such 
convict,  in  addition  to  the  above  reward,  shall  receive  a  full  and 
absolute  emancipation,  and  be  recommended  to  the  master  of  any 
ship  in  which  he  or  she  may  desire  to  leave  the  colony. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

4th  October,  1798.  4  Oct. 

It  having  been  represented  to  the  Governor  that  many  people  who 
are  concerned  in  petty  dealings  with  every  description  of  inhabi- 
tants in  this  colony  consider  themselves  at  liberty  to  imprison  the  imprison- 
persons  of  their  debtors,  when  unable  to  discharge  their  demands,  Jj"g^*J*  ^*^^ 
by  which  means  the  public  interest  is  materially  injured,  and  the 
Ch^wn  deprived  of  the  services  of  such  debtors : 

Notice  is  hereby  given,  and  the  Governor  expects  it  to  be 
seriously  attended  to,  that  the  public  labouring  servants  of  the 
Crown  are  not  to  be  detained  from  their  duty  by  imprisoning  their  convicta 
persons  in  this  way,  the  property  they  possess  being  considered  as  ^^\^*'"*™ 
belonging  to  Government ;  and  if  any  such  dealers  shall  be  desirous 
at  any  time  of  accommodating  the  labouring  servants  of  the  Crown 
with  credit,  it  must  be  wholly  and  absolutely  upon  the  strength  of 
their  good  faith  in  the  integrity  of  such  people,  and  not  under  a 
notion  that  they  can  arrest  and  imprison  them  by  forms  of  law  ; 
and  it  is  from  henceforth  to  be  generally  understood  that  Govern- 
ment will  by  no  means  dispense  with  the  labour  of  its  servants  for 
the  partial  accommodation  of  any  private  dealings  whatever. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

*  The  osoal  proportion  was  two-thirds. 

f  This  WM  the  church  erected  b}*  the  Rev.  R.  Johnson  in  1793. —Vol.  il.,  p.  65  and  notes. 
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1796 

16  Oct 


Sir  Joseph  Banks  to  Under  Secretary  EIing. 


George 
Suttor. 


My  Deal-  Sir,  Spring  Grove,  ISth  Oct,  1798. 

oaniener's  I  am  happy  to  find  you  approve  the  instructions  I  hare 

iiwtructiona.  (j^awn  for  the  gai'dener,  and  sensible  of  the  compliment  you 
have  paid  me  by  sending  them  out  to  Governor  Hunter.  The  first 
use  of  them,  however,  is  to  put  them  properly  into  the  hands  ci 
George  Suter,*  the  gardener,  either  under  the  signature  of  the 
office  or  such  other  as  you  may  think  expedient 

My  idea  is  that  he  should  be  put  under  the  directions  of  Gott. 
King,  in  which  case  the  Govt,  must  have  instructions  from  the 
office  to  sign  them,  and  take  upon  himself  the  general  supedn- 
tendance  of  the  garden  and  gardener  during  the  voyaga 

George  Suter,  you  know,  undertakes  to  act  as  gardener  without 
fee  or  reward,  on  condition  of  being  allow'd  to  settle,  of  having 
a  grant  of  200  acres,  <&c.,  <&c.,  as  usuaL  Pray  do  not  foi^t  to 
give  Hunter  instructions  on  this  subject.  If  Suter  carries  oat 
the  plants  in  good  health  he  will  deserve  well  of  the  colony,  and 
no  doubt  will  be  properly  attended  to.  At  all  events,  he  hat 
behaved  so  quietly,  so  sensibly,  and  so  prudently  during  the  whole 
time  he  has  been  under  my  directions  that  I  feel  a  great  intereit 
in  his  future  prospects,  and  a  strong  wish  that  good  land  may  be 
allotted  to  him,  and  decent  convicts  allow'd  him  for  servants. 

Be  so  good  as  to  add  to  the  list  of  plants  which  I  sent  yon  in 
box  No.  12  two  carob-trees,  and  in  box  No.  2  Roxburgh's  spring 
grass.  In  the  recapitulation  please  to  enter  as  an  article  fodder 
for  cattle,  and  under  it  insert  these  two  names.  The  carob  is  one 
of  the  best  fodders  known  in  the  south  of  Europe  for  all  kiwis 
of  animals,  and  the  spring  grass  is  said  to  have  been  of  incredible 
service  to  the  island  of  St.  Helena.         Believe  me,  &c., 

Jos.  Banks. 


Fodder- 
plants. 


Irregxilar 
sentences. 


Evan  Nepean  to  Major-General  lNNKs.t 
Sir,  The  Admiralty  Office,  16  th  October,  179a 

In  consequence  of  two  marines  having  been  sentenced  by 
the  Courts-martial  before  whom  they  were  tried  to  serve  in  the 
New  South  Wales  Corps  during  life,  I  am  com'd  by  my  Lorfs 
Commissioners  of  the  Adm'ty  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  informatkn 
of  the  members  of  such  Courts-martial  as  you  may  hereafter  he 
directed  to  assemble,  that  such  sentences  being  very  irregular,  it  is 
their  Lordships'  direction  that  they  be  not  again  repeated. 

I  am,  dec, 

Evan  Nbpbax. 

•  George  Suttor.— Ante,  pp.  333,  382,  411. 

t  Major-General  Innea  commanded  the  marines  at  Chatham.  A  similar  letter  *i'*f^ 
by  Nepean  to  the  commanding  ofRcert  at  Portsmouth  (ifaJor-Geottnl  Avane)  sm  h 
Plymouth  (If  i^or-Geoeral  Bowater)w 
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Secretary  Nepean  to  Colonel  Brownrigq.  1796 

Sir,  16th  October,  1798.         woct. 

I  ana  comm'd  by  my  Lords  Comm'rs  of  the  Adm'y  to  request 
you  will  submit  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Comm'r-in-Chief  their 
Lordships'  desire  that  two  marines  who  have  been  tried  by  Court-  The  New 
martial  and  sentenced  to  serve  during  life  in  the  New  South  oof^Md^' 
Wales  Corps  may  be  received  therein  accordingly;  and  to  cominu-  ^^^ 
nicate  at  the  same  time  to  his  Royal  Highness  that  their  Lord- 
ships, being  aware  that  the  Courts  by  whom  they  were  tried  have 
acted  irregularly  in  passing  those  sentences,  have  taken  measures 
to  prevent  it  being  again  repeated.*  I  am,  cfec, 

E.N. 

Evan  Nepean  to  Major-General  Avarne. 
Sir,  17th  October,  1798.  i7  0ct. 

I  have  communic'd  to  my  Lords  Com'rs  of  the  Admiralty 
your  letter  of  the  11th  ins't,  requesting  that  John  M*Kennis,  who  a  sentence 
is  sentenced  to  serve  during  life  in  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  Jj^^®**^*^ 
may  be  removed  from  the  Portsmouth  barracks ;  and,  in  return, 
I  am  comm'd  by  their  Lordships  to  acquaint  you  that  necessary 
measures  are  noiv  taking  for  him  to  be  sent  to  the  said  corps. 

E.N. 

Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 

(Banks  Papers.) 

Sir,  Blackheath  Hill,  Tuesday,  17th  October,  1798. 

The  Porpoise  is  now  at  Long  Reach,  whither  she  went  yes- 
terday, and  will  be  ready  to  receive  the  plants  when  they  can  be  Conve>'ance 
sent.     I  should  be  extremely  obliged  to  you  to  inform  me  when  thJ*^*°**  ^ 
it  is  probable  they  may  set  off  from  Kew,  and  when  I  may  Porpoiae. 
expect  them  at  Greenwich  or  Deptford,  where  the  boat  must  lye 
one  tide. 

I  have  purchased  six  baskets  to  hang  the  seeds  in  in  my  own 
cabbin ;  and  as  they  are  made  on  purpose  and  close,  they  will 
add  to  the  security  of  the  seeds.  As  we  shall  not  be  able  to  do 
without  a  stove,  do  you  think  the  warmth  from  that  will  injure 
the  seeds )  If  so,  I  will  dispose  of  them  otherways  until  we  have 
no  longer  use  for  a  fire,  which  will  be  soon  after  our  departure. 
I  have  arranged  a  list  of  seeds,  if  it  should  be  in  your  power  to 
procure  me  some  of  this  year'& 

I  have  wrote  to  Souter  [Suttor],  who  will,  of  course,  wait  your 
orders.     I  beg  my  respects  to  Lady  and  Miss  Banks. 

I  am,  &c., 

P.  G.  Kino. 

'  Ante,  pp.  298,  476, 496,  aad  post,  p.  519* 
VOL.  Ill — 2  I 
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[Encloeure.] 


17  Oct. 

List  of  seeds. 


Karly  York 


—  Anjou 


1 


Early  Sagar-loaf    }■  Cabbage. 

Late  Sugar-loaf 

Scotch  for  Cattle  j 

Chaix  de  Milan. 

Cauliflower. 

Brocoli. 

Sea  Colewort  or  Kale. 

Lettuces. 

Celery. 

Melon  Seed. 

Two-years-keoping  Onion. 

Eaddish  1  -d    i.  i  •  ^ 
Turnip    [B«»tl"nd. 

Double  Marygold 

Clary 

Sweet  and  Pot  Marjoram 

Hyssop 

Rosemary 

Lavender 

Crash 

Carduus  Benedictus. 

Coriander. 

Virginia  Long-leaved  Tobacco. 

Rue,  White  and  Red  Poppy. 

Carraway,  Anise. 

!f*enneis. 

Fenugreek. 

English  and  Turkey  Rhubarb. 


Sweet 
and 
Pot 

Herbs. 


Poconoy. 

Matshmellowa^  Burdock. 
Borage,  Sage,  Mint. 
Peppermint. 
•  Wormwood. 

About  Two  Quarta  of  hmtVmm, 
Bo.  do.  do.     Beua 

Do.  do.  da     Sadnej 

Beans. 
Flower  Seeds. 

Half-pint  of  each  of  the  foOowim 
Grass  Seeds : — 

Red  Clover. 

White  do. 

Trefoil. 

Buckwheat. 

RyeGraes. 

St.  Foin. 

Dantzick  Flax. 

Lucerne. 

Timothy  Gran. 

Guinea  da 
Stones  and  Seeds  of  Frail 
There  is  no  GkxMeberry  or  Comrt 

Cuttings  in  the  boxes. 
Stone  Pine  Seed.* 
The  best  kind  of  Broom  Seed  as  a 

substitute  for  Hops. 
Madder  Plant  or  Seed. 
A  Quart  of  Flax  Seed. 


I  beg  pardon  for  this  long  list,  but  I  thought  hinting  such  thingi 
as  appeared  wanting  might  be  acceptable.  May  I  request  a  list d 
the  seeds  sent. 


30  Cot. 

Labour  of 
convicts. 


Hours  of 
labour. 


GoVfiRNMEXT  AND   GSKERAL   OrDER. 

30th  October,  1798. 
The  Governor  having  understood  that  the  people  who  are  emplojed 
by  Government  at  the  Hawkesbury,  such  as  sawyers,  carpent«% 
and  other  working  people,  do  apply  more  than  half  the  time  to 
their  own  purposes,  and  that  thro'  that  imposition  the  publiework 
is  almost  wholly  neglected :  The  task  which  the  aawjFers  kM0 
thought  proper  to  establish  for  themselves  is  so  dear  an  impofltioi 
that  it  is  no  longer  to  be  allowed  :  f  Unless,  therefore,  tliej  citl 
what  is  a  fair  weekly  task,  they  are  to  be  employed  agmabfe 
to  the  Public  Ordei*s  lately  issued,  that  is,  from  daylight  lutO  S 
o'clock,  then  an  hour  for  breakfast,  from  9  until  12,  then  onebov 
and  a  half  to  dinner,  and  from  half-past  1  until  sunset — these  are 

*  Note  in  original ;— No  wormwood  plant  in  the  boxes. 

t  This  was  not  the  fint  time  complaints  had  been  made  about  the  conduct  of  the  >i^*T>2 
Collins  states  (vol.  ii,  p.  17)  that  m  January,  1797,  an  inquiry  was  held  ooncerninf  fnta* 
perpetrated  by  the  sawyers,  and  upon  proof  they  were  punished.  A  Oeoienl  Order  dmm 
with  this  matter  was  issued  on  16th  Mi^,  1796.~Aiite,  pi  884 
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ihe  working-hours,  except  when  a  proper  task  is  cnt,  which  of  the      1706 
timber  cutt  at  Hawkesbury  600  feet  cannot  be  reckoned  too  much,     so  oct 
The  labouring  people  who  supply  the  pits  can  in  three  days  furnish 
enough  for  the  week,  the  rest  of  their  time  to  be  employed  in  split- 
ing  shingles,  or  paling  for  enclosing  the  public  buildings,  or  as  the 
commanding  officer  may  judge  best  for  the  public  service. 

The  navigation  of  the  creek  being  nearly  shut  up  by  the  trees  Navigation 
which  have  been  thrown  into  it,  it  is  expected  that  every  person  Hawkes- 
having  a  farm  upon  its  banks  do  exert  their  utmost  endeavor  bury. 
to  clear  opposite  their  own  grounds,  otherwise  it  may  be  found 
necessary  to  employ  people  at  their  expence. 

It  is  ^e  Governor's  intention,  for  the  convenience  of  the  settlers, 
&o.y  at  Hawkesbury,  to  direct  that  a  quarterly  session  be  held  ^^^ 
there  r^ulai'ly  for  the  settling  all  their  civil  concerns ;  the  times 
of  its  sitting  will  be  advertised. 

The  Governor  cautions  the  settlers  against  the  permitting  worth- 
less and  idle  persons  to  lurk  about  upon  their  farms,  as  it  is  vagrants. 
expected  they  be  in  a  certain  degree  answerable  for  the  conduct 
of  those  whom  they  permit  to  reside  upon  their  grounds  or  employ 
in  their  service.  The  district  constables  are  desired  to  give  in  to 
the  commanding  officer  once  a  month  an  account  of  the  persons 
resident  amongst  the  settlers  in  their  respective  districts,  agreeable 
to  their  original  instructions. 

The  settlers  are  desired,  whenever  they  take  a  man  into  their 
employ,  that  they  immediately  enter  his  name  with  the  chief  con- 
stable, who  is  ordered  to  keep  a  list  or  register  of  the  labouring 
people  employed  within  the  limits  of  his  duty. 

Jno.  Hunter.  . 

G.  SuTTOR  TO  Lieutenant-Governor  Kino.     (Banks  Papers.) 

On  board  the  Porpoise,  off  Greenhithe, 
Sir,  30th  October,  1798. 

Yesterday  I  received  your  letter  and  the  set  of  instruc-  . 
tions,  which  I  will  allways  pay  the  strictest  attention  to,  and  do 
everything  in  my  power  to  preserve  the  plants  under  my  care ;  Plants  for 
indeed,  it  will  be  a  great  pleasure  to  me  if  they  all  arrive  safe  at  waScson Uie 
New  South  Wales,  though  the  tender  plants  are  now  in  a  situa-  Porpoise. 
tion  not  favorable  for  them.     Some  of  them  have  been  taken  out 
of  a  warm  stove.     Of  course,  this  cold  situation  is  disadvantageous 
and  hurtful     The  jolap  died  before  they  left  Kew,  and  Mr.  Alton 
had  not  another  to  replace  it.     All  the  plants  at  this  time  look 
well ;  indeed,  there  is  very  little  fear  of  the  hardy  plants,  which 
Are  all  in  a  perfect  good  state.      The  peach-trees  (*or  nectarine) 
which   were  in  the  pots  I  have  found  room  for  in  the  boxes. 
The  otherf   plants  remain  as  they  were  sent  on  the  quarter- 

*  NoU  by  Litutenant-Qotemm'  K%ng:^&ome  which  Mr.  Rashleigh  sent  to  me. 
t  ilToto  ty  Lieutenant-Governor  King : — ^A  small  box  of  stem<cat«iiga. 
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30  Oct 


1  Nov. 


Palmer's 
appoint- 
ment. 


Troops  and 
convicts 
to  be 
victualled. 


Estimates  of 
require- 
ments to  be 
sent  home 
yearl}-. 


Purchasing 
stores. 


Instructions 
in  special 
cases. 


Beck.  The  box  of  hop  plants  I  have  got  on  board,  and  in  the 
garden.  The  tarpolin  was  over  the  garden  the  greater  put  o£ 
Sunday,  yesterday,  and  all  last  night.  This  morning  I  had  it  off 
to  give  them  as  much  air  as  possible,  which  is  very  necessary ;  but 
shall  put  it  on  this  afternoon,  as  it  appears  much  inclined  for 
rain.  Yours,  Ac., 

G,  SUTTOR. 

The  Commissary's  Instructions. 

1st  November,  1798. 
Instructions  to  John  Palmer,  Esq.,  Commissary  of  Stores  and 
Provisions  in  his  Majesty's  settlement  in  New  South  WaloL 

Whereas  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased,  by  warrant  under  his 
Royal  Sign-Manual,  bearing  date  the  2nd  day  of  June,  1791,  to 
appoint  you  to  be  Commissary  of  Stores  and  Provisions  at  lus 
Majesty's  settlement  in  New  South  Wales,  subject  to  such  orders 
and  directions  as  you  shall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  the 
Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury,  or  from  the  GrOvemOTi 
or  other  commanding  officer  of  the  said  settlement : 

First — ^You  are  to  take  care  that  all  the  troops  of  hia  Majesfcjr 
and  convicts  in  the  said  settlement  and  its  dependencies  be  propeiij 
supplied  with  every  species  of  provisions  and  stores,  and  keep  up 
a  stock  of  twelve  months'  provisions,  as  near  as  may  be,  for  ftii^ 
said  troops  and  convicts. 

Secoiid, — ^You  are  to  transmit  annually  to  us,  or  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Treasury  for  the  time  being,  an  estimate,  to  be 
previously  inspected  and  approved  by  the  Governor  or  other 
commanding  officer  of  the  said  settlement,  of  the  quantities  of 
provisions  of  all  species  and  of  stores  that  appear  to  you  necesssiy 
for  the  consumption  of  the  ensuing  year,  distinguishing,  as  far  as  ii 
practicable,  the  quantities  necessary  for  each  post  where  troops  or 
convicts  may  bo  stationed  in  the  said  settlement  and  its  depen- 
dencies, so  as  to  prevent  as  much  as  possible  the  necessity  of 
transhipping  from  head-quarters  and  of  purchases  abroad. 

Third, — When  it  is  necessary  or  adviseable  to  make  purchases  of 
provisions  or  stores,  which  purchases  are  to  be  made,  if  possiUfl^ 
when  the  Governor  is  on  the  spot,  and  at  no  other  time,  you  are 
to  do  it  under  the  authority  of  the  Governor  or  commander  for 
the  time  being,  either  signitied  to  you  in  writing  previous  to  the 
purchase,  or  approved  by  his  signature  to  the  amounts  of  sudi 
expenses,  and  on  the  best  terms  that  can  be  procured ;  and  you  are 
to  obtain  a  certificate  of  two  respectable  merchants  or  magistrates 
to  the  bills  of  particulars,  that  the  price  paid  was  the  market  price 
according  to  quality  and  condition  of  the  articles,  or  to  the  current 
rate  at  the  time.  If  any  articles  to  be  purchased  should  be  scarce^ 
and  no   regular  market  price  for  the  same,  yet  a  necessity  for 
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porcliasiDg,  yoa  are  to  obtain  from  the  Governor  or  commander  1708 
at  the  time  a  written  order  for  the  purchase  on  the  best  possible  i  xov. 
terms,  for  which  purpose  you  are  to  publish  your  intention  of 
receiving  tenders,  which  tenders,  when  received,  are  to  be  laid 
before  the  Governor  before  the  purchases  are  made.  You  are  then, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Governor  or  officer  commanding  at  the 
time,  whose  approbation  is  to  be  signified  by  his  signature  to  each 
bill,  to  draw  bills  yourself  on  us,  or  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  time  being,  for  the  amount,  taking  care  to  note 
on  each  of  the  said  bills  the  course  of  exchange  at  which  the  same 
is  drawn. 

Fourth. — Whenever  you  shall  have  occasion  to  draw  or  negociate  Bills  of 
any  bills  of  exchange,  you  are,  by  public  advertisement,  to  make  «'^<^*""se. 
known  your  intention  of  so  doing,  giving  as  much  previous  notice 
as  possible,  in  which  advertisement  is  to  be  stated  the  amount 
of  the  sum  which  you  have  it  in  contemplation  to  draw  for  and 
n^ociate  at  the  time,  and  you  are  to  accept  the  most  advantageous 
proposal  for  the  public  which  shall  be  offered  to  you.  You  are 
also  to  accompany  your  letters  of  advice  of  the  bills  so  drawn  and 
negociated  with  an  affidavit  that  you  had  published  such  advertise- 
ment, that  you  had  accepted  the  most  advantageous  proposal  for 
the  public  that  was  offered  to  you,  and  that  you  had  not,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  received  any  fee  or  gratuity  for  drawing  or 
negociating  the  said  bills.  The  said  affidavit  is  also  to  state  the 
day  on  which  the  advertisement  was  published,  and  the  day  on 
which  the  proposals  were  accepted ;  and,  as  a  further  security  to 
the  public,  you  arc  to  obtain  from  the  Governor  or  commander  Governor's 
certificates  of  the  current  rates  of  exchange,  which  certificates  the  cerUflcatee, 
said  Governor  or  commander  will  be  instructed  to  grant  you  on 
proper  application  made  for  that  purpose,  and  these  certificates, 
duplicates  of  which  will  be  regularly  sent  to  us,  are  to  be  kept  by 
you  as  your  further  vouchers  of  the  rate  of  exchange.  You  are 
also  to  keep  an  exact  account  of  profit  and  loss  by  exchange 
on  bills  drawn  and  negociated,  to  be  verified  upon  oath  before  the 
Commissioners  for  auditing  the  public  accounts,  upon  the  audit  of 
jour  account  before  that  Board, 

Fifth, — You  are  to  take  receipts  for  all  your  payments  in  the  Receipt* and 
presence  of  at  least  one  witness,  such  witness  to  be  a  magistrate,  ^■5>«*^**®"- 
or  some  person  in  an  office  at  employment,  and  you  are  to  take 
three  sets  of  all  vouchers,  one  of  which  sets  is  to  be  transmitted 
to  OS,  or  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  for  the  time  being. 
Another  set  is  to  accompany  your  accounts,  which  are  from  time 
to  time  to  be  delivered,  duly  attested  on  oath,  to  the  Commis- 
sioners for  auditing  the  public  accountSt  and  the  other  set  is  to  be 
detained  for  your  own  use. 

Sixth, — You  are  to  keep  an  account  of  every  species  of  stores  Proper 
and  provisions  consigned  to  you  from  this  country,  delivered  into  be  kept 
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1  Nov. 


Btores: 


your  charge,  or  purchased  by  you  under  the  authority  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief  for  the  time  being,  as  before  mentioiied ; 
charging  yourself  with  the  receipt  of  all  such  stores  and  provisioo^ 
together  with  the  casks,  iron  hoops,  sacks,  or  other  packages  in 
which  such  stores  or  provisions  may  be  removed.  You  are  aiso 
to  keep  a  regular  account  of  all  issues  of  such  stores  and  provisioDi^ 
taking  care  in  the  issuing  thereof  that  no  persons  do  receive  the 
same  other  than  such  as  are  entitled  thereto  by  the  established 
custom  of  the  settlement,  or  under  the  particular  written  ontenof 
the  Governor  or  Commander  for  the  time  being ;  and  you  are  to 
take  proper  i*eceipts  from  all  persons  to  whom  you  deliver  storei 
or  provisions  as  your  vouchers  for  the  expenditure. 

Seventh. — If  any  stores  or  provisions  shall  be  damaged,  lost, 
destroyed,  or  plundered,  you  are  to  require  a  survey  thereon,  or 
inquiry  into  the  facts,  which  survey  will  be  directed  to  be  made  bj 
persons  to  be  appointed  and  instructed  for  that  purpose  by  the 
Governor,  according  to  the  form  hereunto  annexed  marked  A,* 
which  persons  are  to  report  to  the  Grovemor  upon  oath  the  amoant 
of  any  stores  or  provisions  lost,  destroyed,  or  plundered,  or  the 
state  in  which  any  damaged  stores  and  provisions  shall  be  found, 
according  to  the  form  hereunto  annexed  marked  B ;  and  the 
Governor  will  thereupon  direct  the  stores  and  provisions  whidi 
may  be  reported  unfit  for  his  Majesty's  service  to  be  aM  or 
destroyed,  as  he  shall  think  most  adviseable,  according  to  the 
annexed  form  C ;  and  you  are  to  obtain  authentic  copies  of  all 
the  proceedings  thereon,  and  also  special  certificates,  according  to 
the  form  annexed  D,  to  be  approved  by  the  Governor,  that  sodi 
condemned  stores  and  provisions  have  been  bond  fide  disposed  of 
in  the  manner  directed  by  the  Governor,  for  your  inderonificatioo, 
without  which  you  will  not  be  allowed  credit  for  the  same.  The 
sale  of  such  ai*ticles  as  may  be  condemned,  and  ordered  to  be  sold, 
must  be  under  the  authority  of  the  commander  for  the  time  bdng, 
by  public  sale ;  you  are  to  charge  yourself  in  your  account  to  be 
exhibited  to  the  Commissioners  for  auditing  the  public  aoooonti 
with  the  net  proceeds  of  such  condemned  articles,  and  the  veiidie> 
master's  account  is  to  be  produced  as  the  voucher  in  support  thereoi 
Beodpteand  Eighth. — You  are  to  make  up,  at  the  end  of  every  year,  and 
*  transmit  by  the  first  opportunity,  to  us,  or  the  Gommissioneri  of 
the  Treasury  for  the  time  being,  or  in  case  no  conveyance  shsU 
offer  for  England,  you  are  to  deliver  regularly  every  year  to  Uie 
Governor,  to  be  by  him  transmitted,  an  account  of  aJl  receipt 
whether  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  and  of  all  expenditures,  whetiier 
by  issues,  condemnations,  or  losses,  of  every  species  of  stores  and 
provisions  under  your  control,  together  wiUi  the  remains  in  ston^ 
distinguished  under  proper  heads  and  authenticated  by  the  ligBS^ 
ture  of  the  Governor  or  commander  for  the  time  being  ;  and  "with 
these  accounts  you  are  to  transmit  one  set  of  the  vonchfln  fot  the 


how  to  be 
disposed  of. 
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*  The  forms  which  aooompanied  these  instmotlona  are  mtoring. 
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or  expenditure  of  such  storeA  and  provisions,  in  order  that  1706 
the  Raid  accounts  and  vouchers  may  be  examined  by  the  Comp-  i  i^-qv. 
trollers  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Army. 

Ninth — You  are  to  be  particularly  attentive  to  the  preservation 
of  all  stores  and  provisions,  and  are  to  issue  your  instructions  to 
the  several  officers  employed  by  you  to  the  same  effect,  as  well  as 
tor  tlie  due  execution  of  their  duty  in  every  respect,  as  they  are 
mil  to  be  accountable  to  you,  as  you  are  to  be  responsible  for  the  a  respon- 
whole  to  the  public.  You  are  to  obey  all  such  further  orders '^^^"^  ^"*^^- 
and  instructions  as  you  may,  from  time  to  time,  receive  from 
118,  or  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  for  the  time  being, 
or  from  the  Governor  and  commander  for  tlie  time  being. 

Given  under  our  hands,  at  the  Treasury  Chambers,  Whitehall, 
this  first  day  of  Noveml^er,  1798.  Wr.  Pitt. 

J.    H.    TOWNSHEND. 

S.  Douglas. 

Governor  Hunter  to  Under  Secretary  King. 

Dear  Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  Ist  Nov.,  1 798. 

Your  favour  of   the   6th  of   February  last*  by  the  ship 
Marquis  Comwallis  I  received  two  days  ago  by  the  arrival  in  this 
port  of  that  ship  with  a  cargo  of  live  cattle  from  the  Cape  Good  ^^^l^  '"**" 
Hope.     You  will  discover  in  some  of  my  letters  on  the  concerns        *^' 
of  the  colony  what  I  have  said  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  upon  the 
subject  of  farming  extensively  on  the  public  account,  and  upon 
the  care  of  numerous  flocks  or  herds  of  public  stock ;  and  I  beg 
in  this  private  way  to  assure  you  that  anxious  as  I  am  to  have 
the  settlement  well  provided,  yet  every  increase  of  our  live  and  Jj"^'^?^^®' 
valuable  stock  ser^'es  to  increase  my  anxiety  and  distress  for  want 
of  trusty,  well-qualified,  and  respectable  persons  to  take  the  care 
and  management  of  those  truely  important  concerns. 

The  multiplied  dutys  of  the  Governor  are  far,  very  far,  beyond 
any  idea  you  can  possibly  form  of  his  situation,  and,  unless  some 
means  are  fallen  upon  to  lessen  them,  losses  in  various  ways  are 
unavoidable. 

Tlie  young  man  (Evan  Morgan)  whom  you  have  mentioned, 
upon  his  arrival  here,  and  upon  my  understanding  he  had  been 
bred  in  the  medical  line,  was  by  my  order  plac'd  in  the  hospital  a  raodicai 
department,  where  he  was  far  more  comfortable  than  he  cou'd 
well  have  expected,  and  where  he  might  have  improved  his  infor- 
mation in  the  original  profession  for  which  he  had  been  designM, 
and  where  also  he  might  have  recommended  himself  by  his  dili- 
gence and  proper  conduct ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  inform  his  friends, 
after  the  fair  prospect  which  he  had  of  removing  the  im])re«sion 
whidi  his  unhappy  transport'n  to  this  country  might  have  made 
on  the  mind  of  his  friends  and  connections,  he  had  made  some 
infamoiiB  acquaintances  here,  which  cou'd  only  serve  to  hasten  his 

*TU0  ktltr  hM  not  bMn  pnaorved. 
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ruin.  He  had  been  persuaded  by  them  to  attempt  an  esci^  innn 
the  colony  in  an  American  ship  bound  for  China,  which  had  sU^'d 
here  only  a  few  days ;  in  this  attempt  he  succeeded,  which  was  not 
discovered  untill  the  day  after  his  departure,  when  his  absence  from 
his  duty  in  the  hospital  made  it  known. 

Suffer  me  here,  my  dear  sir,  to  beseach  you  to  recollect  that  the 
whole  colony  are  actualy  naked ;  that  no  cloathing  worth  mention' 
ing  has  been  I'eceiv'd  here  for  more  than  two  years.  The  Sylph,* 
storeship,  brought  the  last  supply,  and  I  mention'd  then  that  the 
whole,  or  nearly  all,  we  then  received  wou'd  be  immediatly  issuVi 
to  cloath  the  people.  Since  that  time  the  most  studied  oeconomy 
has  been  practis'd  to  endeavour  to  cover  the  nakedness  of  iht 
people,  and  at  this  moment  the  anxiety  which  I  experience  from 
daily  and  hourly  petitions  is  excessive.  Not  a  blanket  to  wnp 
themselves  up  in  during  the  night,  and  I  fear  for  the  consequences 
to  the  general  health  of  the  settlement. 

Some  considerable  time  past  you  desir'd  I  wou'd  send  you  some 
seeds  of  our  flowering  shrubs,  which  I  did,  as  also  a  cage  of  parrots 
for  Mrs.  King,  but  I  know  not  whether  you  have  been  so  lucky 
as  to  receive  them. 

I  shall  by  this  conveyance  forward  duplicates  of  my  last  lotten 
to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  and  I  shall  probably  hsTe 
occasion  to  trouble  his  Grace  with  a  short  letter  in  addition. 

I  am,  &c,f 
Jno.  Hunter. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord  Duke,  Sydney,  N.S.  Wales,  1st  November,  1798. 
I  avail  myself  of  the  ship  Marq's  Comwallis,  which  arrived 
here  the  27th  ultimo,  and  from  which  I  have  received  on  the 
public  account  a  cargo  of  live  cattle,  to  forward  duplicates  of  such 
despatches  as  I  sent  by  the  Barwell,  which  left  this  port  on  the 
16tli  of  Sep'r  for  China. 

Tlie  num]>ers  of  cattle  received  by  this  ship  are  one  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  cows  and  twenty  bulls,  exclusive  of  a  few  her  commander 
had  on  private  account,  which  have  been  purchased  by  individoaU 
Tliere  are  a  few  rather  weakly,  but  in  general  they  are  in  as  good 
liealth  as  any  I  have  seen  landed  here  after  a  voyage  of  such  extent, 
and  will  be  a  vast  acquisition  to  the  colony.  A  part  of  the  cows 
are  a  mix'd  breed,  between  the  Cape  and  English  cattle,  which  are 
allow'd  to  be  a  good  kind,  and  the  whole  appear  to  be  under  the 
age  of  two  and  a  half  years. 

Permit  me,  my  Lord,  in  this  place  to  assure  your  Grace  that  • 
trusty,   well-qualified,  and  respectable  character  becomes  highly 
requisite  to  have  the  general  care  of  the  different  flocks  and  the 
losin^cattie.  (^jrectiou  of  the  herdsmen  that  attend  them,  who  are  all  convicts 
of  the  most  mischievous  and  worthless  discription,  and  they  are 

*  The  Sylph  arrived  at  Sydney  on  17Ui  Noreniber,  1796. 
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not  so  strictly  looked  after  as  I  cou'd  wish.     Tlie  public  stock  is       1708 
now  becoming  numerous,  and  must  necessarily  be  divided  into      i  Nov. 
several  herds,  with  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  look  after  them, 
but  these  men  must  again  be  narrowly  watched,  or  much  loss  will  ^ 

be  experienced. 

About  a  month  past  some  wicked  and  disaffected  person  or 
persons,  in  consequence  of  a  strict  order  which  I  saw  it  absolutely 
necessary  to  issue,  for  compelling  a  decent  attention  upon  divine 
service  and  a  more  sober  and  orderly  manner  of  spending  the 
Sabbath  Day,  took  an  opportunity  of  a  windy  and  dark  evening 
and  set  lire  to  the  church.  This  building  had  also  serv'd  during  The  church 
the  week-days  as  a  school-liouse,  in  which  from  one  hundred  ^""*^  ^^^'^' 
and  fifty  to  two  hundred  children  were  educated  under  the  imme- 
diate superintendance  of  the  clergyman.  In  two  hours  it  was 
oompletely  consum'd. 

This  circumstance,  and  many  others  equally  horrid,  were  they 
made  known,  w'd  impress  upon  your  Grace's  mind  more  than 
any  language  I  can  use  what  a  dreadfuU  state  of  wickedness  and 
profligacy  the  colony  wou'd  by  this  time  have  been  plung'd  in  had 
it  not  been  for  the  strict  civil  police  wliich  I  early  saw  the  neces- 
sity of,  and  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  establish.  A  more 
wicked,  abandon'd,  and  irreligious  set  of  people  have  never  been  Morals  of 
brought  together  in  any  part  of  the  wold.  My  support  of  the  ^y^*"* 
clergy  and  the  countenance  which  they  are  entitled  to,  and  which, 
as  a  most  necessary  and  essential  part  of  that  civil  police,  they 
will  always  receive  from  me,  has  not  been  much  relish'd  by  the 
colony  at  large,  because  order  and  morality  is  not  the  wish  of  its 
inhabitants ;  it  interferes  with  the  private  views  and  pursuits  of 
individuals  of  various  discriptions. 

This  misfortune  of  having  our  only  church  destroy'd  has  not, 
however,  answered  the  end  proposed  by  its  destruction — that  of 
setting  aside  for  a  time  all  appearance  of  religion  or  attendance 
on  divine  worship,  and  of  employing  the  time  set  apart  for  those 
necessary  purposes  or  dutys  in  such  manner  as  best  corresponded 
with  the  different  views  of  the  various  characters  ;  for,  having  a 
short  time  before  finished  a  large  storehouse,  which  had  not  yet 
been  applied  to  its  intended  purpose,  I  have  had  it  fitted  up  as  a 
temporary  place  for  public  worship,  and  I  have  laid  the  foundation  a  temporary 
of  a  large  and  substantial  stone  church  at  Sydney,  wliich  we  shall  ^  ^^^^  " 
continue  to  work  at  with  such  men  as  we  can  afford  from  other 
essential  labour  untill  it  is  finished.*  I  have  also  laid  the  foundation 
of  a  church  of  smaller  size  at  Parramatta,t  and  I  trust  we  shall  be 
able  to  complete  with  such  materials  as  may  prevent  the  success 
of  similar  attempts  in  future. 

I  have  pleasure  in  assuring  your  Grace  that  the  colony,  generally  Healthy,  but 
speaking,  is  in  perfect  health ;  but,  I  am  concerned  to  add,  intirely  "***'®^' 
naked  for  want  of  a  supply  of  slop  cloathing  and  of  bedding. 

•  St.  Phillip's.  t  St.  John's. 
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Since  the  failure  of  those  ill-consider'd  attempts  of  the 
convicts  of  deserting  from  the  settlement,  either  by  l^nd  or  water, 
we  have  had  no  farther  schemes  of  that  nature  plan'd.  I  am  of 
opinion  they  will  not  in  fature  be  so  unwise,  altho'  ever  torbnlnt 
and  discontented  ;  but  as  a  matter  of  common  justice  to  those  eoi- 
victs,  I  hope  that  your  Grace's  application  to  the  Irish  QovemiMRt 
for  an  account  of  the  time  of  their  convictions  and  term  of  trun- 
portation  of  those  hitherto  sent  from  that  country  will  be  attended 
to."^  I  have  informed  the  people  that  your  Grace  had  promis'dit 
shou'd  be  sent  out. 

I  wrote  your  Grace  since  the  departure  of  the  Harwell  by  an 
American  vessel  bound  to  China,  and  dated  25th  September, t  in 
which  I  stated  how  unlucky  we  had  been  in  an  uncommon  ssHiy 
season  attended  with  a  tedious  drought,  but  that  I  did  notappie- 
hend  any  other  misfortune  than  the  disappointment  of  my  ho^  of 
being  able  to  lower  the  ])rice  of  grain  this  year.  Our  crops  have 
suffered  so  much  I  do  not  expect  that  we  shall  reap  more  than  kilf 
the  quantity  we  had  a  right  to  have  expected. 

With  my  other  duplicates  your  Grace  will  also  receive  one  d 
my  letter  of  the  25th  July,  J  mark'd  separate,  in  answer  to  ttat 
shamefuH,  abominable,  and  artfuU  letter  of  Capt.  McArthur  to 
your  Grace.  You  will  also,  my  Lord,  receive  with  it  duplicates  fl£ 
all  its  inclosures,  that  there  be  no  difficulty,  thro'  a  want  of  foil 
information,  in  seeing  into  the  unpardonable  design  of  this  artful], 
mischievous,  and  troublesome  character. 

Your  Grace  will,  I  am  sure,  excuse  my  taking  the  liberty  to  say 
that  I  cannot  suffer  this  man's  false  and  impertinent  represents- 
tions,  as  far  as  they  relate  to  my  immediate  arrangements  and 
regulations  for  the  iidvantage  and  public  order  of  this  colony,  to 
pass  unnotic'd ;  nor  can  I  allow  my  conduct  for  those  essential 
purposes  to  be  judg'd  of  and  ^presented  by  every  or  any  imperti- 
nent med'lar  or  trader  in  this  settlement,  who,  having  no  poUic 
duty  to  employ  their  time,  go  sculking  about  to  make  thdr 
observations  and  pass  their  judgement  on  aU  the  public  measnrei 
which  are  not  convenient  to  their  views  and  specidations^  and 
putting  such  constructions  upon  them  as  suit  the  wishes  of  thor 
own  malicious  lieart,  and  may  answer  the  end  of  th^  own 
detestable  and  contemptible  designs.  Nothing  upon  earth  coud 
possibly  gratify  me  so  much  as  to  have  every  measure  of  mine 
and  its  motive  clearly  understood  and  seen  thro'  by  your  Grace. 
I  am  confident,  were  that  the  case,  that  I  shou'd,  as  matter  of 
common  justice,  receive  that  credit  which  I  hope  I  am  not  vain 
and  I  am  sure  I  am  not  singular,  in  conceiving  myself  intitkd 
to.     I  wait  impatiently  for  your  Grace's  judgement  on  this  man's 

*  This  was  sent  by  the  transport  Minerva,  iHiich  arrived  at  Sydnor  on  the  llth 
1800. 
t  Ante,  p.  492.  t  Ante,  pp.  41S'44e. 
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iOiidact,  and  I  trust  it  will  be  such,  when  my  reply  has  been      1796 
)mised  and  considered,  as  to  require  his  Majesty's  ditermination     ikov. 
ipcm  it.    His  artfull  attempt  to  skreen  from  any  degree  of  censure  ^j^Ijr 
mcAk  part  of  the  measures  of  his  own  commanding  officers  as  I  and  the 
lon&d  it  necessary,  consistent  with  my  instructions,  to  alter,  and  ^^^^^ 
irhich  he  has  attempted,  in  direct  opposition  to  truth,  to  place 
bo  my  account,  was  beyond  any  doubt  designed  to  influence  those 
gentlemen  who  are  in  England,  and  on  the  spot,  in  favour  of  his 
mean  and  contemptible  representations  ;  but  they  are,  I  believe, 
men  of  too  much  honour  to  countenance  a  conduct  so  highly 
improper.     If  he  thought  they  were  right,  I  must  of  course  have 
il^pear^d  wrong,  and  no  doubt  liable  to  censure  for  the  alteration. 

The  cause  of  this  man's  conduct  in  writing  in  the  secret  Hunter's 
manner  he  did  a  string  of  representations  so  completely  untrue  «JP**"»*^»o" 
dnt  none  in  this  settlement  had  been  able  to  make  such  discoverys  Macarthur'a 
bat  himself,  some  of  which  respected  my  arrangements  and  man-  ^^'^^''' 
Igement  of  its  concerns,  which  at  that  time  I  had  scarsely  been 
Me  to  collect  any  true  state  of,  was  clearly  from  my  having  been 
Me  to  discover  enough  of  his  views  to  put  me  on  my  guard 
igainst  delegating  much  of  the  Governor's  power  or  authority  to 
bmi.     The  good  of  public  service  I  have  never  been  able  to  dis- 
Bonrer  to  be  any  part  of  his  object  or  wishes,  nor  am  I  in  this 
opinion  singular.    In  shorty  my  Lord,  I  am  thoroughly  convinced 
that  the  liberty  he  has  assum'd  of  corresponding  with  your  Grace 
apon  the  concerns  with  which  I  am  charged  he  never  wou'd  have 
ventured  upon  but  from  an  opinion  that  he  wou'd  receive  coun- 
tenance in  doing  so  from  such  of  his  own  officers  as  were  on  the  Macarthor's 
ipot  in  London,  who,  as  officers,  I  have  too  high  an  opinion  to  officers  in 
believe  capable  of  encouraging  by  their  countenance  or  approba-  England. 
bion  a  conduct  subversive  of  all  authority,  and  of  which  I  conceive 
they  wou'd  feel  as  tenaceous  as  I  do.  I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 

P.S. — I  began  this  letter  by  observing  that  I  had  forwarded  Letter  held 
iuplicates  of  my  last  letter  by  the  ship  Ms.  Comwallis,  but  the 
master  of  her  appears  so  undetermined  respecting  his  route  to 
Bengal  that  I  am  a  little  doubtfull  of  the  safety  of  the  convey- 
moe ;  shall  therefore  wait  another  opportunity. 


G.  SuTTOR  TO  J.  W.  AiTON,*  EsQ.      (Banks  Papers.) 

On  board  the  Porpoise,  lying  in  Long  Reach, 
Sir,  off  Greenhithe,  Kent,  6th  Nov.,  1798. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  this  letter  to  you,  as  I 
bave  experienced  so  much  of  your  kindness  and  well  wishes.     I 

*  The  family  of  Alton  had  been  associated  with  the  science  of  botany  for  a  number  of 
reus.  At  the  thne  this  letter  was  written  John  Townsend  Aiton  was  manager  of  the  Boyal 
3«rdcfM  at  Kew,  a  poaition  heid  before  hkn  by  his  father,  William  Alton.  J.  W.  Aiton  was 
nobably  a  brother  of  the  manan^r. 
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6  Nov. 

An  uneasy 
settler. 


The  two 
Kings. 


Settlere* 
terms. 


The  plants. 


7  Nov, 


Female 
convicts. 


Employ- 
ment of 
convict 
women  by 
officers  and 
others. 


do  not  doubt  but  that  when  you  can  you  will  serve  me.  At  i»e- 
sent  the  request  I  have  to  make  is  for  your  advice.  I  am  now 
on  board  the  Porpoise  comfortable  situated,  but  spend  some  oneasf 
moments  respecting  the  advantages  I  am  to  have  as  a  settler  in 
New  South  Wales,  not  having  any  letter  either  from  Sir  J.  Banb 
or  the  Secretary  of  State.  I  am  afifraid  I  have  made  some  mis- 
take between  the  Gov.  King  and  Secretary  King.  Sir  J .  R  told 
me  he  had  writ  to  Mr.  King  respecting  the  advantages  I  was  to 
hare  in  the  colony.  When  I  mentioned  it  to  Gov.  King  he  said 
he  had  not  had  any  letter  from  Sir  J.  B.  about  it.  This  is  one  of 
the  reasons  why  I  am  uneasy.  Another  is  that  Mr.  Gearish,  tbe 
young  man  who  is  with  me,  has  got  the  whole  of  his  settlemoit 
from  the  Duke  of  Portland's  office.  What  I  wish  you  to  do  for 
me,  sir,  is,  if  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  mention  something  of  it 
to  Sir  J.  B.,  if  you  think  it  prudent,  and  will  favor  me  with  an 
answer ;  at  the  same  time  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  to  fafor 
nie  with  an  account  of  Sir  J.'s  health. 

The  plants  all  appear  in  a  fair  way,  except  some  of  the  tender 
ones,  which  seem  on  the  decline  ;  but  I  hope  we  shall  leave 
England  time  enough  to  preserve  them. 

I  must  here  return  thanks  for  the  kindness  I  have  received 
from  you,  and  beg  to  be  remembei*ed  to  all  the  family.  Mn. 
Suttor  also  begs  to  be  remembred  to  the  Mr.  Aitons. 

Yours,  &c., 

G.   SUTTOB. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

7  th  November,  1798. 
Parole — Spain.  Countersign — Portugal 

The  complaints  which  are  daily  made  to  the  Governor  of  the  re- 
fractory and  disobedient  conduct  of  the  convict  women*  rendefs  it 
necessary  that  some  steps  be  instantly  taken  to  make  those  trouble- 
some characters  more  clearly  understand  the  nature  of  their 
situation  in  this  country,  and  the  dutys  which  they  are  liahle  to 
be  called  to  perform.  The  Governor  has  judged  it  necessary  to 
desire  that  every  officer  or  other  housekeeper  in  the  colony  who 
may  have  women  servants  in  their  family  do  immediately  fwirird 
to  the  Judge- Advocate's  office  at  Sydney  the  names  of  such  as 
they  employ  in  their  res])ective  families.  He  also  desires  that 
they  will  not  employ  or  afford  protection  from  public  labor  any 
but  such  as  they  are  permitted  to  retain  ;  and  that  when  at  any 
time  they  are  desireous  of  discharging  from  their  service  or  em- 
ployment any  servant  of  this  description  they  do  send  an  inti- 
mation thereof,  with  a  character,  to  the  above  office.  And  as  the 
Governor  has  never  limit  ted  the  officers  and  other  housekeepers  in 


*  Writing  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  on  the  18th  Norember,  1706,  Hunter  cixprciMf d  ■  "f* 
that  no  more  female  convicts  would  be  sent  (ante,  p.  IBS}.  In  his  Public  Order  of  Sri  ivSft 
1709,  Hunter  described  the  convict  women  as  worse  Uuin  the  men  (post,  p.  6S&X 
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the  number  of  women  servants  which  they  consider'd  indispensably      1796 
reqaisite  in  their  domestic  concerns,  he  trusts  they  will  afford  him      7  j^qv. 
every  assistance  in  their  power  which  may  enable  him  to  detect 
imposition  and  serve  to  correct  any  abuse  of  such  indulgence. 

Jno.  Hunter. 


Letter  from  a  Female  Convict* 
I  TAKE  the  first  opportunity  of  informing  you  of  my  safe  arrival     10  Nov. 
in  this  remote  quarter  of  the  world  after  a  pretty  good  passage 
of  six  months.     Since  my  arrival  I  have  purchased  a  house,  for 
which  I  gave  j£20,  and  the  following  articles,  which  are  three  prices 
tnrkies,  at   15s.  each ;    three  sucking-pigs,  at  lOs. ;    a  pair  of  g^JS^y,*' 
pigeons,  at  8s. ;  a  yard-dog,  £2  j  two  muscovy  ducks,  at  10s.  each ; 
three  English  ducks,  at  5s.  each;  and  a  goat,  five  guineas;  six 
geese,  at  15s.  each.     I  have  got  a  large  garden  to  the  house,  and 
a  licence.     The  sign  is  the  "  Three  Jolly  Settlera"     I  have  met 
with  tolerable  good  success  in  the  public  line.     I  did  a  little  trade  Traffic  on  a 
in  the  passage  here  in  a  number  of  small  articles,  such  as  sugar,  ^nuisport 
tea,  tolmcco,  thread,  snuff,  needles,  and  every  thing  that  I  could 
get  anything  by.     The  needles  are  a  shilling  a  paper  here,  and 
fine  thread  is  sixpence  a  skain.     I.  have  sold  my  petticoats  at  two 
gmneas  each,  and  my  long  black  cloak  at  ten  guineas,  which  shews 
that  black  silk  sells  well  here ;  the  edging  that  I  gave  Is.  8d.  per 
yard  for  in  England,  I  got  5s.  for  it  here.     I  have  sold  all  the 
worst  of  my  deaths,  as  wearing  apparel  brings  a  good  price.     I 
bought  a  roll  of  tobacco  at  Rio  Janeiro,  of  54  fi).  weight,  which 
cost  me  20s.,  which  I  was  cheated  out  of;  I  could  have  got  12s.  a 
pound  for  it  here.     I  likewise  bought  a  cwt.  of  sugar  there,  and 
also  many  other  articles.     Rum  sells  for  .Is.  6d.  per  gallon  there, 
and  here,  at  times,  £2,     Any  person  coming  from  England  with 
a  few  hundred  pounds  laid  out  at  any  of  the  ports  that  shipping 
touch  at  coming  here  are  liable  to  make  a  fortune.     Shoes  that  "Liable to 
cost  48.  or  5s.  a  pair  in  England  will  bring  from  10s.  to  15s.  here,  {"jj'®*  „ 
On  our  passage  here  we  buried  only  two  women  and  two  children. 
The  climate  is  very  healthful  and  likewise  very  fertile,  as  there  are 
two  crops  a  year  of  almost  everything ;  and  I  really  believe,  with 
the  assistance  of  God,  V>y  the  time  that  I  have  paid  the  forfeit, 
according  to  the  laws  of  my  countiy,  I  shall  acquire  a  little  money 
to  return  home  with,  which  I  have  not  the  smallest  doubt  of,  and 
to  be  a  comfort  to  you  at  the  latter  end  of  your  days.     Any  person  getuera* 
that  should  have  a  mind  to  come  out  here  as  a  settler,  by  applying  prospects. 
at  the  Secretary  of  State's  Office,  may  have  a  free  passage,  and 
likewise  two  men  and  a  farm  here,  which  is  great  encouragement. 
I  should  be  very  glad  to  hear  from  you  the  first  opportunity.    I 

^  Reprinted  from  the  Trw  Briton  of  10th  November,  1798.    The  Editor  of  the  True 
Briton  invflzed  the  following  note :— *'  Letter  of  a  woman  lately  transportiHi  to  Botany  Bay 
to  her  father." 
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1706      Hve  by  myself,  and  did  not  do  as  the  rest  of  the  women  did  on  the 

10  Nor.     passage,  which  was,  every  ono  of  them  that  could  had  a  hasband. 

I  shall  conclude  with  giving  my  kind  love  to  my  brother  and  sisten^ 

nieces  and  nephews,  so  am,  dear  father,  your  ever  dotifol,  lovii^ 

and  aifectionate  daughter  till  death, 


LIKUTENANT-GOVERNOR   KiKG   TO   SiR  JOSEPH    BA2IK& 

(Banks  Papers.) 

8,  Suffolk  Street,  Charing  X, 
15  Nor.         Sir,  15th  November,  179& 

On  looking  into  the  letter-book  at  the  Secy,  of  Skirm,  I  find 
the  following  parh.,  dated  16th  Octobw : — 

<'  I  am  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  transmit  you  a  ecff 
of  a  letter  from  Sir  J.  Banks  to  me,  relative  to  G«o.  Sonter 
[Suttor],  the  gardner,  and  to  desire  that  Sir  Joseph's  recomnNO- 
dation  may  be  attended  to,  so  far  as  his  meritorious  conduct  nHTf 
entitle  him,  and  as  you  may  judge  reasonable  and  expedients- 
Signed  by  J.  King. 

As  I  did  not  sec  the  copy  of  your  letter  alluded  to,  I  could  noft 
send  the  above  information  to  Souter  by  this  night's  post;  bat 
as  far  as  my  memory  will  serve  me,  it  was  that  he  should  haTVi 
Land  grant  grant  of  200  acres  in  a  convenient  situation,  and  be  allowed  tlie 
to  suttor.  labour  of  two  convicts  for  a  certain  time,  with  a  hutt,  implementi 
of  husbandly,  be  maintained  a  twelvemonth  from  the  stores,  tJH 
advantages  which  other  settlers  had,  and  the  extension  of  them  to 
depend  upon  his  own  conduct  during  the  voyage  and  in  the  oolonj. 
Gerish's  letter  I  saw,  in  which  he  is  mentioned  as  a  gardner,  and 
to  be  allowed  to  become  a  settler,  and,  as  {at  as  consistent  with 
Govr.  Hunter's  instructions,  to  be  assisted,  so  that  Souter's  ntoi- 
tion,  by  your  kindness,  is  such  as  to  place  him  in  a  certainty,  w}aA 
he  appears  to  have  had  his  doubts  of  by  his  letter  to  Mr.  Aitoo.* 
I  did  intend  writing  to  you  to-morrow  morning,  but  that  I  «■ 
obliged  to  go  towards  the  city.  I  am,  Ac., 

P.  G.  Knra. 

G.  Caley  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks.     (Banks  Papers.) 

18  Nov.         Sir  Joseph,  Strangeways,  18th  November,  1798. 

I  have  just  received  your  letter,  and  find  the  contents  to 
be  highly  satisfactory  to  my  inclinations.     It  has  took  me  mach 
Caley  at  a  nonplus,  whereby  I  am  afraid  it  will  [be]  Tuesday  mornings 

hi^ns  to  ^Y^Q  27th  instant,  before  I  can  be  in  London  ;  had  it  happened* 
fortnight  or  three  weeks  later  I  could  have  been  ready  in  tweht 
hours  ;  however,  if  it  is  possible  that  I  can  leave  home  before 
that  time  I  certainly  shall  do  [so],  for  I  should  like  to  stop  a  f^ 
in  London. 

^  Ante,  p.  507. 
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It  would  have  been  by  &ir  the  better  if  an  earlier  intelligence      1796 
had  oome  to  hand,  as  articles  in  wearing  apparel  would  have  been     is  Nov. 
more  easy  purchased  in  Manchester  than  in  London.     I  shall       — 
endeavour  to  discover  matters  likely  to  improve  commerce,  though 
I  am  well  aware  that  I  can  make  no  profits  from  them,  but, 
perhaps,  in  course  of  time,  they  may  benefit  the  public.     I  must 
not  forget  to  own  that  this  opportunity  is  such  a  one  as  I  have 
oftentimes  wished  to  gain,  and  by  far  more  agreeable  than  the 
first  intended  one.     If  I  do  not  now  make  a  progress  I  shall  be 
Tery  much  to  blame;  but  my  hopes  are  far  dififerent,  for  I  will 
strain  every  nerve  to  make  those  discoveries  that  may  be  expected 
from  an  individual. 

For  to  have  had  a  better  knowledge  of  the  Bot.  Bay  plants  I  Botany  Bi^- 
kbould  like  to  have  took  my  specimens  along  with  me,  but  as  I  have  ^  ^ 
incorporated  them  amongst  my  other  specimens,  the  present  time 
will  not  permit  me  to  look  them  out.  I  can  retain  a  great  number 
of  them  in  my  memory;  but  if  I  can  get  in  London,  and  can  have 
as  much  leisure  as  will  admit  of  visiting  some  of  the  gardens,  I 
can  obtain  more  from  thence.  I  do  not  mean  by  this  to  get  com- 
pleat  specimens  fitting  for  an  herbarium,  but  a  small  slip  or  leaf, 
for  these  will  afford  a  refreshment  to  the  memory.* 

I  am,  <&c., 

G.  Calky. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

26th  November,  1798.         26  Nov. 
Parole — Attention.     Countersign — Compliance. 

The  Public  Order  of  the  7tht  (in  which  every  officer  or  other 
housekeeper  in  the  colony  were  directed  to  make  a  return  to  the 
Judge- Advocate's  office,  at  Sydney,  of  the  names  of  the  women  Female 
servants  they  might  employ  in  their  domestic  concerns,  and  whose  **°Y^  ,^ 
labor  might  be  the  property  of  the  Government)  not  having  been  offlo^vmd^ 
attended  to  except  by  a  few  individuals,  his  Excellency  hiis  judged  »«**^«"- 
it  necessary  to  repeat  that  it  ia  his  desire  the  above  return  be 
made  as  early  as  it  can  be  done,  otherwise  he  shall  find  proper  to 
call  all  those  women  in  to  perform  such  work  as  the  public  service 
may  require  of  them. 

This  Order  is  meant  to  extend  to  settlers  as  well  as  others 
who  may  have  any  of  the  female  servants  of  the  Crown  in  their 
employment.  Those  who  reside  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Parra- 
matta  will  forward  their  returns  to  Mr.  Atkins,  those  at  the 
Hawkesbury  to  the  commanding  officer  there. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

*  ThU  letter  U  evidently  a  rtpb'  to  one  from  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  offering  to  procure  a 
paenge  for  Caley  to  Mew  South  ^  alet.    See  a  brief  account  of  his  life,  post,  p.  516  (note). 
t  ABte,p.fioa 
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1798  The  Duke  op  Portland  to  Governor  Hunter. 

3  Dec.  Sir,  Whitehall,  3rd  December,  1798. 

Estimate  of  I  herewith  transmit  you  an  estimate  of  the  expence  of  the 

ture."^^  civil  establishment  of  New  South  Wales  and  Norfolk  Island  for 
1799,  which  you  will  take  particular  care  shall  not  be  exceeded  in 
any  instance  whatever. 

I  also  transmit  to  you  inclosed  the  printed  instructions  which 
it  is  his  Majesty's  pleasure  that,  in  common  with  the  Grovernore 
of  his  Majesty's  other  colonies,  you  should  punctually  obserre 
with  respect  to  any  expence  it  may  be  necessary  for  you  to  incur 
on  account  of  the  public  service.* 
Accounte  You  must  be  sensible  that  great  inconveniences  have  arisen 

vouchers      from  the  bills  which  have  been  drawn  from  New  South  Wales  on 
to  be  sent,     ^jjg  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  having  been 
unaccompanied  with  the  proper  accounts  and  vouchers  in  "sap- 
port  of  them.     In  future,  therefore,  you  will  take  care  that  sudi 
accounts  and  vouchers  constantly  accompany  all  bills  drawn  by 
you  on  that  Board. 
Returns  of        I  must  also  observe  to  you  that  an  equal  degree  of  inconvenience 
stores"^*"    has  arisen  from  your  having  omitted  to  send  a  particular  and 
required.      specific  return  of  such  articles  of  clothing  and  other  stores  as  are 
wanted  in  the  settlement,  in  which  those  which  are  wanted  merdy 
for  the  use  of  the  Crown  should  be  distinguished  from  those  which 
are  applied  for  with  a  view  to  be  disposed  of  to  the  individuals 
within  the  settlement  at  a  fair  price,  including  the  prime  cost 
and  the  expence  and  risk  of  freight  from  hence.     The  returns, 
in  original,  duplicate,  and  triplicate,  should  be  transmitted  by  the 
several  opportunities  which  occur,  and  should  be  made  out  for 
certain  stated  periods  therein  set  forth.    Besides  the  returns  above 
mentioned,  you  should  transmit  at  the  same  time  regular  genenl 
Miscei-         returns  of  the  state  of  the  settlement,  in  the  usual  manner  and 
returns  to  be  form  as  those  which  have  been  already  received,  including  the 
forwarded,    quantity  of  the  several  articles  of  provision  in  store,  the  time  they 
will  last,  and  also  the  quantity,  if  any,  of  salt  or  other  provisions 
which  will  be  wanted  from  hence  from  twelve  months  next  ensu- 
ing, the  probable  time  of  the  arrival  here  of  such  return. 
The  meal  When  the  live  stock  belonging  to  the  Crown,  added  to  that  o£ 

»"ppb-  individuals,  is  in  so  flourishing  a  state  as  to  supply  the  consump- 
tion at  sixpence  per  pound  or  less,  without  risking  too  great  a  dim- 
inution of  such  stock,  it  is  evident  that  Government  will  gain  by 
supplying  the  settlement  with  flesh  provision  on  the  spot,  instead 
of  sending  any  salted  provisions  from  hence.  Besides,  sucb  » 
degree  of  plenty,  in  respect  of  provisions  within  the  settlement^ 
will  naturally  be  an  inducement  to  individuals  to  take  upon  them- 
Seif-  selves  the  charge  of  providing  for  convicts  in  return  for  their 

coni^^ts."^    labour ;  as  it  is  evident  that  in  that  case  such  labour,  whether 

*  The  eDclofure  la  miMinfr. 
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employed  for  individuals  or  for  the  Crown,  must  be  much  more      1798 
valuable  than  the  expence  incurred  in  maintaining  such  convicts.      3  d^c. 
It  is  only  by  adhoring  to  this  principle — and  considering  each 
individual  convict  as  bound  to  earn  his  own  livelyhood,  whether 
he  labours  for  the  Crown  or  the  individual — that  justice  can  be 
done  to  the  public. 

I  cannot  conclude  these  additional  instructions  to  you  without  Sugar 
acquainting  you  with  my  opinion  upon  your  having  purchased  ^^SaSdf 
sugar  to  be  issued  out  in  rations,  as  you  have  stated  in  your  letter 
<^  the  20th  of  June,  1797.*  The  use  of  that  article  should  be 
restrained  to  hospitals  alone,  unless  it  Ls  usually  issued  to  the 
Song's  forces  serving  in  forts  or  garrisons  in  other  settlements,  in 
which  case  it  will  be  proper  to  observe  the  same  rule  in  respect  to 
the  military  in  New  South  Wales.  Thejr e  must  be  a  variety  of 
other  particulars,  on  a  proper  distribution  of  which  a  system  of 
regularity  and  economy  must  in  a  great  measure  depend,  and  in 
regard  to  which  your  local  knowledge  and  experience  will  enable 
yoa  to  supply  the  resources  you  possess  to  the  best  advantage. 

I  am,  &c., 
Portland. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

6th  December,  1798.  6  Dec. 

Parole —  Magistrate.  Countersign — Constable. 

The  time  at  which  constables  and  watchmen  have  generally  been  Election  of 
chosen  for  the  ensuing  year  being  arrived,  the  Governor  desires  JSdT**^*^ 
the  magistrates  will  proceed  as  early  as  they  can  to  the  nomi-  watchmen. 
luiticm  or  election  of  those  who  are  to  oliiciat-e  during  the  next 
twelve  months,  and  for  this  purpose  an  order  in  the  name  of  the 
officiating  magistrates  sent  to  the  different  districts  will  \ye  neces- 
mrj  for  fixing  the  time  when  the  return  of  those  elected  should  be 
laid  before  them  ;  and  as  there  has  appeared  to  the  Governor,  from 
the  frequent  escf^pes  which  have  lately  been  made  out  of  the  gaol 
at  Sydney^  that  an  essential  part  of  the  dutys  of  those  men  have 
been  most  shamefully  neglected,  or,  which  is  still  worse,  that  they 
have  suflTered  themselves  to  be  tampered  with  to  permit  the  pris-  Neglect  of 
oners  under  their  charge  to  effect  their  escape,  it  is  hoped  that  ^^^^' 
the  gentlemen  who  have  the  choice  of  such  persons  as  are  now  to 
serve  that  office  will  be  very  particular  in  their  election. f 

Jno.  Hunter. 

GoVEBNBfSNT  AND   GENERAL   OrDER. 

7th  December,  1798.  7  Dec. 

Parole — Sultry.  Countersign — ^Weather. 

Thb  Governor  having  understood  that  the  assembling  of  a  Court  ^^|^^^ 
of  Civil  Judicature  so  early  as  Wednesday,  the  12  th,  will  be*^^^'''^ 


P.IM. 
t  Tlie  wjwban  of  police  tupenrision  ettabUahed  by  Hunter  met  with  the  Duke  of  PortlMid^i 
■|ipn>T«L— Ante,  p.  489. 
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1708 

7  Dec 


attended  with  much  loss  and  inconvenience  to  those  whose  crops 
may  not  have  been  cut  down  by  that  time,  he  has  directed  ^e 
assembling  the  above  Court  to  be  put  off  until  Thursday,  the  20th, 
when  it  will  meet  for  the  despatch  of  such  business  as  may  come 
before  it.  .  Jno.  Huntkb. 


Secretary  Nepean  to  The  Honourable  W.  Windham.* 
8  Dec.  Sir,  8th  December,  1798. 

Sentence  John  McGinnis,  a  private  marine  of  the  Plymouth  Divisioii, 

nmthJous  ^  Jia\'ing  been  tried  and  convicted  of  mutiny  at  a  General  Oonrt- 
Boidier.  martial  and  sentenced  to  receive  one  thousand  lashes  and  to  serre 
for  life  in  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  (which  corporal  punish- 
ment has  been  inflicted),  and  my  Lords  Com'rs  of  the  Ad'm^ 
having  given  orders  for  the  man's  being  received  on  board  « 
transport  at  Portsmouth  and  conveyed  to  New  South  Wales  to 
serve  there  conformable  to  the  said  sentence,  I  am  comm'd  by 
their  Loi-dships  to  acquaint  you  therewith,  and  to  request  yoa  will 
please  to  give  the  necessary  orders  for  the  said  John  McGinnis  to 
be  received  into  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  to  serve  for  life^ 
Agreeable  to  the  sentence  of  the  Court-martial  above  ment*d. 

I  am,  &c.f 
EN. 

Government  and  General  Order. 
10  Dec.  1 0th  December,  1 798. 

Parole  — Iceland.  Countersign — Lapland. 

The  wheat  harvest  being  nearly  at  an  end,  the  Governor  desires 
again  to  remind  those  who  are  engaged  in  farming  of  the  neces- 
sity of  their  exerting  themselves  in  every  practicable  means  for 
securing  their  crops,  when  stacked,  against  accident  by  fira  f  The 
present  dry  and  sultry  season,  he  trusts,  will  of  itself  shew  tite 
^fT^"  necessity  of  using  every  precaution.  Fencing  in,  digging  a  ditch, 
hoeing  and  raking  the  ground  around  their  stacks,  will,  no  doubt, 
be  highly  advantageous.  Jno.  Huntkb. 


The 
tion 


11  Dec. 


The 

PorpoUe  ia 
a  gale. 


G.  SuTTOR  TO  Sir  Joseph  Banks.     (Banks  Papers.) 

On  board  H.M.S.  Poi-poise,  Sherencss  Harbour, 
Sir,  1 1  th  December,  1 798. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  informing  that  we  are  now  in  Shere- 
ness  Harbour,  after  encountering  very  great  dangers.  We  left 
the  Nore  on  Thursday  last,  and  had  reached  as  far  as  Maigate 
Roads  on  our  passage  roUnd  to  Portsmouth.  When  lying  a^ 
single  anchor  a  gale  of  wind  sprung  up  ;  we  were  obliged  to  cii 
the  cable  and  get  out  to  deeper  water,  but  still  in  so  dangerotf 

*  Secretar>'-at- War.    The  order  contained  in  this  letter  was  subsequently  oovntenMirieiL 
—Poet,  p.  519. 
tAnte.ppc  219,  309,491. 


i 


I 


THE  PLANTS  OK  H.M.S.  PORPOISE.  515 

%  situation  as  to  lose  another  anchor  and  cable,  which  occasioned       1798 
»ar  returning  back  into  harbour.     I  have,  sir,  at  the  same  time     u  d^o. 
bhe  pleasure  of  informing  you  that  the  garden,  considering  the  q^,„J[^„  ^. 
sitoation  it  has  been  in,  looks  extremely   well.     Kone   of  the  the  plants. 
tender  plants  are  yet  dead,  though  the  averhoa,  lemon  grass,  and 
caper  plants  are  much  on  the  decline,  and  some  of  the  herbs. 
Everything  else  looks  as  well  as  when  they  left  Kew. 

Give  me  leave,  sir,  to  return  you  most  sincerely  my  grateful 
riia.nlrR  for  the  trouble  you  are  pleased  to  take  in  my  welfare. 
Believe  me,  sir,  it  will  be  the  study  of  my  life  to  merrit  your 
protection.  G.  S.  hopes  Sir  J.  Banks  enjoys  a  good  state  of 
health.  I  was  happy  to  hear  by  Mr.  Aiton's  letter  you  were 
much  better.  Yours,  &c., 

G.    SUTTOR. 

Under  Secretary  King  to  Sib  Joseph  Banks.   (Banks  Papers.) 

Dear  Sir,  12th  December,  3  p.m.,  1798.         12  Dec 

I  am  sure  the  Duke  of  Portland  will  comply  with  your  Banks's 
request  in  favour  of  your  young  practical  botanist,  and  will  write  ^mpUed  ^ 
to  Governor  Hunter  accordingly ;  but  you  have  not  mentioned  ^th. 
his  name.     Pray  let  me  have  it,  and  I  think  I  can  undertake  to 
aaj  I  will  take  care  of  the  rest.  Yours,  &c., 

J.  King. 

Draft  of  reply  written  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks  at  foot  of  King^s 
leUer: — "I  hope  you  will  find  George  Caley's  name  in  first  line 
and  seventh  word  of  my  letter." 


Sib  Joseph  Banks  to  Undeb  Secretary  King. 

My  Dear  Sir,  Soho  Square,  13th  December,  1798.         13  Dec. 

I  have  with  me  a  young  man  who  has  for  more  than  three 
years  studied  practical  botany  and  horticulture  under  my  direc-  A  student  of 
tions,  and  who  has,  without  the  advantages  of  what  is  called  a  ^^^y* 
liberal   education,    made  a  considerable  progress  in  both   these 
branches  of  usefull  knowledge. 

I  took  him  first  under  my  care  because  he  appear 'd  to  me  to  A  pro/^y  of 
have  a  natural  bent  towards  these  studies,  and  because  he  assured  ^^^' 
me  that  he  felt  an  irresistible  impulse  to  travel  into  foreign  parts, 
and  a  full  persuasion  that  he  should  be  able  to  discover  something 
useful  to  the  manufactures  of  his  native  town,  Manchester.  I 
intended  to  have  recommended  him  to  his  Majestie's  service  as 
a  botanist  travelling  for  the  improvement  of  Kew  Garden,  had 
a  vacancy  happened  in  that  department,  which  I  expected  would 
have  been  the  case. 

He  is  young,  full  of  health,  and  abounding  with  zeal  for  his 
favorite  pursuit,  and  is  at  present  without  employment.     I  have 
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18  Deo. 

Proposes  to 
ssna  him  to 
New  South 
Wales. 


Banks  will 
IMty  his 
salao'. 


Arrange- 
ments for 
the  voyage 
and  his 
reception  by 
the 
Governor. 


therefore  determinM,  if  the  Duke  of  Portland  will  grant  me 
permission,  to  send  him  to  New  South  Wales,  where  he  will  find 
an  ample  field  for  his  researches,  and  where  it  is,  I  hope^  not 
improbable  that  there  are  many  objects,  both  in  the  TegetaUe 
and  the  mineral  kingdoms,  hitherto  undiscover'd  that  wil^  wlm 
brought  forward,  become  objects  of  national  importance,  and  lay 
the  foundation  of  a  trade  profitable  to  the  mother  oountrj  witt 
that  hitherto  unproductive  colony. 

As  I  am  unwilling  to  recommend  to  Croyemment  any  penon  it 
a  botanist  who  has  not  received  a  scientific  educaticm,  lest  pefBOM 
of   that  description   might  think   themselves  neglected  uid  ilt 
treated,  I  am  desirous  of  taking  upon  myself  the  payment  €ihk 
salary,  for  which  he  will,  I  have  no  doub^  make  me  a  oompetsrt 
return,  by  collecting  for  me  specimens  of  new  plants,  &c    Ai, 
however,  his  maintenance  in  that  countiy  would  be  much  more 
expensive  to  me  as  an  individual  than  to  Government,  I  shall,  ff 
they  chuse  to  order  the  customary  rations  from  the  public  itofei» 
(fee.,  to  be  issued  to  him,  feel  great  gratitude ;  and  I  feel  a  hope 
that  should  such  a  favor  be  bestowed  upon  me  the  probabiUtf  d 
his  making  some  discovery  of  a  nature  benefidal  to  ^e  pablie  wfll 
be   considered  as  a  sufficient   justification  to  them  for  faaviog 
granted  to  me  this  indulgence. 

As  Governor  King  is  so  good  as  to  allow  this  young  man  a  place 
as  one  of  his  suite,  I  shall  have  no  occasion  to  trouble  Grorem- 
ment  with  any  request  concerning  his  outward-bound  pasa^e; 
but  I  am  to  request  that  orders  may  be  sent  to  his  Majes^'s 
Governor  of  New  South  Wales  directing  him  to  receive  this  young 
man,  furnish  him  with  suitaBIe  accommodation  and  the  customuy 
rations,  and  also  permit  him  to  make  use  of  all  opportunities  tiist 
may  occur  of  making  joumies  inland.  If  the  Governor  should  be 
farther  instructed  to  reward  the  young  man  according  to  bii 
discretion,  in  case  he  should  make  any  discovery  likely  to  provs 
beneficial  to  the  mother  country  or  to  the  colony,  no  doubt  tktt 
would  increase  his  zeal  and  animate  his  exertions  towards  afitaoi' 
ing  so  desirable  an  object.*  I  have,  Jwx, 

Jofi.  Basel 

*  The  young  man  referred  to  was  Oeone  Daley.     He  was  allowed  a  firae 
colony  in  the  Speedy.    The  following  bri«  account  of  his  life  prior  to  safUnc'Ci 
is  takm  diielly  from  an  anonymous  work  on  the  Bajal  Bodaty^  aowm 
Museum  :— 

*'  George  Calev  had  some  education  at  the  Ifanchester  Free  Otammar  Schoel,  M  ^ 
early  placed  in  the  stable  of  his  father,  a  horse-dealer.  His  attention  was  fbatdkeilrit* 
botany  in  a  search  for  plants  mentioned  in  a  woric  on  farriery,  proaooBoail  good  lar  lit 
treatment  of  sick  horses.  This  led  him  to  ramble  over  the  neigfaboarbood  of  ]ttBelMrtv|i 
a  general  search  for  plants  and  to  read  botanioal  worksL  H«  staAod  LatiB  to  boaofakiP 
with  names  and  torms  used  in  such  publicationi. 

"  His  tasto  for  searchinK  aftor  plants  led  him  to  wish  for  the  ooeopation  «l  tmvp 
collector.  Learning  that  the  President  of  the  Royal  Society  was  tlw moot  Bkdy  fttm* 
forward  his  views,  he  made  an  application  to  him  ;  thus  deeoibed  by  hfanolf  i-^ 

** '  Now  the  idea  of  visiting  foreign  parts  b^ran  to  enter  my  nind.  I  thoorfat  olffetaf|f 
■ea»  but,  not  having  a  nautical  edncanoti,  aaocoqld  not  eodmo  My  mdmd  toU  1 1 
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.  \-:v  King  to  Govebnor  Hunter.  1796 

( Hanks  Papers.)  UDec. 

Whitehall,  14th  December,  1798. 
!i   J>anks  having  warmly   recommended   to   his  Caleyrecom• 
.  ■  .   •'  of  Portland  a  young  man  (George  Caley)  who  Sw^^*** 

t;Js   of   three   years   studied  practical   botany   and 
•  under  his  direction,  and  who  from  his  natural  bent 
tht  <^('  studies  feels  an  irresistible  impulse  to  travel  into 
^  :   ]>aris,  under  a  full  persuasion  that  he  shall  be  able  to 
><r  something  useful  to  the  manufactures  of  the  mother 
.:itry,  I  am  directed  by  his  Grace  to  desire  that  the  customary 
.  >  t  ion  from  the  public  stores  should  be  issued  to  him,  and  that  Hunter  j 

.-  ui table  accommodation  should  be  provided  for  him.    I  am  also  to  llSid  i^t  I 

rt  quest  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  avail  himself  of  any  oppor-  ^^' 
t  unity  that  may  occur  of  making  journies  inland  for  the  purpose 
of  discovering  anything  likely  to  prove  beneficial  to  the  mother 
country  or  to  the  colony  of  New  South  Walea 

As  the  young  man  is  full  of  health,  and  abounding  with  zeal  for 
his  favourite  pursuit^  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  you  will  give  him 
every  encouragement  to  animate  his  exertions  towards  attaining 
these  desireable  objects.  I  am,  <S:c., 

J.  Kino. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  to  The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  19th  December,  1798.         wDec 

It  appears  by  the  last  information  received  from  the 
Governor  of  our  settlement  at  Kew  South  Wales  that  strata  of 
ccMkls  have  been  discovered  there  in  several  places,  and  particularly  Botenylsay. 

it  would  be  rashness.  It  was  not  long  before  it  entered  my  head  to  write  to  Sir  Joseph 
BftnloL  At  length  he  sent  me  an  answer.  The  result  was  that  he  knew  of  no  other  method 
than  to  be  employed  in  a  good  botanic  garden,  and  if  I  made  a  proper  progress  he  would 
^re  me  farther  assistance.  I  did  not  much  like  the  thoughts  of  working  in  a  garden,  for 
tliat  would  be  out  of  mv  element,  and  being  tied  to  regular  hours  was  not  like  woncing  piece- 
work, knowing  what  I  bad  to  do  and  then  giving  over.  However,  I  stood  it  as  well  as  might 
be  expected  lul  I  went  to  Kew,  which  place  I  do  sincerely  acknowledge  I  could  not  weather. 
not  through  the  hardness  of  the  work,  but  from  being  debarred  from  cultivating  my  mina 
•ococding  to  its  natural  indinaUon.* 

'*  In  Tain  he  sought  to  convince  his  patron  that  such  oon^ued  drudgery  was  unnecu  seaiy 
to  tbe  business  of  a  botanical  traveller.  Sir  Joseph  thou^t  otherwise,  and  the  disappointed 
Caley  forsook  Kew  for  Lancashire  bills.  The  kind-hearted  baronet  followed  him  up  to  his 
retreat,  in  1798,  by  this  letter  :— 

"*I  told  yon  when  I  first  wrote  to  you  that  unless  you  would  gain  your  livelihood  as  a 
gardener,  while  you  made  yourself  acquainted  with  the  plants  cultivated  in  the  gardens 
here.  I  did  not  mean  to  get  employment  for  you  as  a  botamcal  traveller.  By  so  doing  I  put 
jon  in  the  same  situation  as  Alton.  Lee,  IMxon,  and  MasoQ  were  in  when  thqr  were  Ot  your 

ape,  an  of  whom  at  that  pmod  gained  their  livelihood  in  the  gardens  without  complaining, 
ow  yon  can  be  use^ll  as  a  botimical  traveller  to  send  home  seeds  and  plants  till  you  have 
made  yourself  acquainted  with  those  already  in  England,  I  do  not  know.  We  have  now 
sevend  hundreds  of  such,  and  to  send  them  again  would  be  idle  and  useless.  You  might 
diseover  some  drug  valuable  in  dyeing  or  medfeine  for  your  own  advantage ;  but  unless  you 
are  able  to  beneSt  your  employer  as  well  as  yoursdf ,  how  can  yon  expect  employment  T 

*'  *  Yon  are  certainly,  howevo*,  eminently  capable  of  searcsfaing  the  woods  with  dfllgenoe 
and  advantage  for  dyeing  drugs  and  other  matters  likely  to  De  advantageons  to  manu- 
facturers andtrade ;  and  that  many  such  things  remain  unknown  in  the  unexplored  wilds 
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lim  a  Terr  iSskt  atrmtimLr  eght  miles  in  lengtb  and  six  feet  deep,  in  the 
2»  dk.  netskboorbood  of  Botanj  Bar.  This  circiimstance,  and  the  heaTj 
expexKce  which,  I  andentaad,  is  inemred  bj  the  public  in  sending 
cfjaLs  £rom  hence  to  the  Cafie  of  Good  Hope,  have  induced  me  to 
pre  directLona  to  Got.  Hunter  to  di^iatch  the  BoffiJo  and  Por« 
pocae,  storeshipa.  which  are  exfJnaxreiT  appropriated  for  the  a&mce 
of  the  settlement,  as  fireqnentlj  as  possible  to  the  Cape  loaded  with 
that  article,  and  to  retom  with  live  stock  to  New  South  Wales. 
The  abore  Teasel  will  cairr  600  ton  of  coal,  the  value  of  which  at 
**'^^  the  C^)e.  if  sent  from  hence,  would,  I  understand,  be  about  fi?e 
or  six  thooaand  pounds,  and  they  may  be  expected  to  arrive  there 
with  their  first  cargo  about  Christmas,  1799.  I  am  also  given  to 
understand  that  timber  of  every  description  is  very  scarce  at  tiie 
Cape :  I  therefore  take  this  o|^rtunity  of  suggesting  whether  it 
may  not  be  advisable  that  the  (rovemor  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
should  receive  vour  instructicMis  to  communicate  with  Lt.-(jov«iior 
King,  who  is  about  to  take  his  passage  from  hence  in  the  Porpoisei 
and  will  stop  at  the  Cape,  with  regard  to  the  species  and  scantling 
of  such  timber  as  may  be  most  wanted  there,  and  which  can  be 
sent  from  New  South  Wales  with  great  facility  and  of  almost  anj 
species.  I  am,  <l:c., 

Portland. 


20  Dee. 


GoVE&XliENT  AND   GENERAL   OrDER. 

20th  December,  1798. 
Parole — Cleanliness.  Countersign — Healthy. 

PoUutinsr  Continual  complaints  are  made  by  the  inhabitants  of  Sydney  d 
9ttm]y  of  the  dirt  and  filth  which  it  is  the  practice  of  those  who  live  near 
Sydney.  i]^^  spring  to  throw  into  the  fresh  water,  to  the  great  danger  <rf 
the  Ileal  til  of  those  who  use  that  water.  This  public  notice  is 
therefore  given  that  if  any  person  shall  be  found  to  open  thepsliog 
which  surrounds  the  run  of  fresh  water,  or  shall  wash  or  steep 
anything  whatever  in  or  above  the  tanks,  they  will  be  imme- 
diately taken  into  custody  and  suffer  such  punishment  as  before  • 
Court  or  Bench  of  Magistrates  they  may  appear  to  merit,  and  if 
their  house  is  near  or  opposite  any  part  of  the  run  of  water  it 
shall  be  puird  down  as  a  public  nuisance. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

of  a  country  larger  than  all  Europe  is  a  matter  of  infinite  probability.  It  the  genUemoitf 
Manchester  will  make  a  subscription  to  maintain  you  in  tlutt  employment,  on  sodi  tennstf 
shall  be  a^n'eed  upon  between  you  and  them,  I  will  readily  become  a  subsmber,  and  use  nj 
best  influence  with  Qovemment  to  send  you  out  at  the  public  expense,  in  whidi  I  hsTtM 
doubt  of  being  successful.* 

"  The  failure  of  that  scheme  brought  him  back  to  Kew  drudgery  and  the  propo'  laodeol 
training,  whore  he  remained  until  his  departure  for  New  Soutti  Wales,  where,  as  botanial 
collector,  he  was  wholly  supported  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks  during  ten  years." 

Further  information  respecting  the  enga^ment  and  pursuits  of  Caley  wfll  be  cootafaMd 
in  subsequent  volumes  of  these  Records. 
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Secretary  Nepean  to  Major-General  Bowater.*  1798 

Sir,  21st  December,  1798.         21  Dec. 

The  Secretary  at  War  having  represented  to  my  Lords 
Comm'rs  of  the  Adm'ty  that  his  Royal  Highness  the  Comman- 
der-in-Chief, as  well  as  himself,  disapproves  the  idea  of  making 
service  in  the  Army  (be  the  corps  or  station  what  it  may)  a  part 
of  the  punishment  of  delinquents,  and  expressed  his  doubts 
whether  the  sentence  passed  on  John  McGinnis  to  serve  for  life 
in  New  South  Walesf  be  authorized  by  any  law,  and  their  Lord- 
ships having  therefore  thought  fit  to  remit  that  part  of  the  sen-  An  uiegai 
tenoe  on  the  said  John  McGinnis,  I  am  comm'd  by  their  Lord-  JlmSteS. 
ships  to  acquaint  you  therewith,  and  that  they  have  directed  the 
oommand'g  marine  officer  at  Portsmouth  to  take  him  on  for  duty 
and  to  embark  him  when  wanted.  I  am,  &c., 

E.N. 
P.S. — And  to  signify  their  direction  to  you  to  inform  the  man 
that  their  Lordships  have  been  pleased  to  remit  that  part  of  his 
said  sentence,  and  to  take  him  on  for  duty  and  embark  him  when 
wanted. — E.N.  

The  Duke  op  Portland  to  Governor  Hunter. 
Sir,  Whitehall,  21st  December,  1798. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  learning  from  your  letter  of  6th 
July,  1797,  that  strata  of  coal  have  been  discovered!  in  various 
places  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Botany  Bay.     I  trust  this  circum-  Discovery  of 
stance  will  afford  you  constant  means  of  employing  a  considerable  *^^* 
number  of  the  convicts  in  a  manner  equally  advantageous  to  the 
settlement  and  to  the  interests  of  the  community  at  large. 

As  the  exportation  of  coals  from  hence  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  is  attended  with  a  very  heavy  expence  to  the  public,  I  can-  Exportation 
not  but  think  that  a  great  saving  may  be  made  by  sending  them  theCape!* 
to  the  Cape  from  New  South  Wales  in  the  Government  vessels  on 
that  station,  which  are  under  your  command.  You  will  there- 
fore dispatch  the  Buffalo  and  Porpoise,  loaded  with  coals,  to  the 
Cape  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  directing 
them  to  return  with  as  large  a  supply  of  live  stock  for  the  use  of 
the  settlement  as  they  can  conveniently  stow. 

I  learn  also,  from  good  authority,  that  timber  of  every  descrip- 
tion is  very  scarce  at  the  Cape.  Lieutenant-Governor  King,  Timber  at 
therefore,  who  goes  out  in  the  Porpoise,  which  stops  there,  is  ^^  Cape. 
directed  to  take  that  opportunity  of  informing  himself  from  Lord 
Macartney  of  the  species  and  scantling  of  timber  which  is  most 
wanted  there,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  you  to  supply  the  Cape 
with  that  article,  as  well  as  coals. 

*  The  officer  commanding  the  marines, 
t  Ante,  pp.  208,  476,  406  and  note,  407,  614. 

i  This  information  is  conveyed  in  the  postscript  to  Hunter's  letter,  dated  25th  June, 
17ir7.— Ante,  p.  287. 
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ITM  Yon  will  thereiare  give  directioiis  to  the  peraons  employed  in 

n  Dec.     ^^'^  lei^'ioe  to  make  die  necessanr  arrangements  with  the  GoTer- 

—       nor  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  for  famishing  you  with  a  sapplj 

«^f;hiuiffe  f or  of  live  stock  for  New  Soath  Wales,  in  return  for  the  articles  joq 

tiint»er***       furnish  him  with  for  his  Majesty's  service. 

I  inclose  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  on 
this  subject.* 

You  will  receive  from  the  hands  of  Grovemor  King  coifie&  of 
VoyMTM  of  Captain  Cook's  and  of  Captain  Vancouver's  voyaires,  for  the  use  of 
the  (ffov(;mor  of  the  settlement  for  the  time  being.  The  usefnll 
infonnation  they  contain  relative  to  the  coasts  of  New  South 
Wales  must  always  make  them  very  interesting  to  you,  and  on  a 
vari(^ty  of  occasions  must  render  Uiem  highly  valuable  as  boob 
of  reference.  I  am,  &c., 

POHTLAXD. 

Petition  of  Proyost-Mabshal  Fane  EDGE.t 

To  his  Excellency  John  Hunter,  Esquire,  Captain-General  and 
(loneral  Governor  of  his  Majesty's  territory  of  New  Sooth 
Wales  and  its  Dependencies,  Captain  in  the  Royal  Navy,  ^c. 

Tht»  humble  petition  of  Fane  Edge,  gent'n,  Provost-Marshsl  of 
Norfolk  Island, — 

Most  n^jHK5tfully  sheweth  : — 

That  your  petitioner,  on  the  departure  of  the  Rev.  Jam» 
lUin,  in  the  month  of  March,  one  thousand  seveu  hundred  and 
n\noty-four«  and  at  the  request  of  His  Honor  lieut't-GovV  Kin^ 
voUi^t  Hi\vpt«Hl  such  parts  of  the  offices  of  chaplain  of  this  island  an  be 
v»»A|xUiw  ctMivvivtHl  himst4f  authorized  to  undertake,  and  that  he  still  coa- 
t  iuu«>s  to  |H^rform  the  several  duties  so  appertaining.  That  a  yecj 
daujct^rxnis  disonler  has  long  prevailed  on  the  island,  and  that  yoar 
|H'titiv^ner  wtvs  ap|4ied  to»  and  cheerfully,  notwithstanding  the  diQ- 
^^r«  vi^tinl  such  s^iok  persons  as  thought  proper  to  send  for  him,  and 
in  many  instauvvs  otfereil  his  services  to  persons,  patients,  both  in 
ai\d  out  of  tho  hiv>pital,  and  in  a  word  neglected  no  part  of  the 
^«  ^^^  *ix  oloriv^^l  duty  ho  vvuld  possibly  undertake.  For  which  service  he 
humbly  outrwiti^  yv>ur  Excellency  to  take  his  case  into  your  oonsid* 
oration  :  a:id  should  his  expectations  of  some  allowance  for  the  said 
dutioc^  Iv  by  you  c\>usidered  as  reasonable,  he  further  prajs  you 
will  iVudoQ^vnd  to  take  such  steps  for  an  allowance  acc(miiDgly  as 
may  to  xvur  Exo^^llonoy  appear  most  meet,  which  is  most  hamblj 
^ubiuitUM  by  your  petitioner,  who,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

Faxs  Edge, 
Pro%-ost'Marsha],  Norfolk  Island. 


<Ulo«;*noi,\ 
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Statemekt  of  Work  executed  at  the  different  Settlements  during     17M 

the  year  1798.  ^iko. 


Men  Emplojred. 


Work  Executed. 


I 


Nineteen  carpenters, 
wheelwrights,  harrow- 
makers,  and  lahourers. 


Tweoty  hlacksmiths,  tin 
and  copper  do.,  hammer- 
men, file-grinder,  farrier, 
locksmitluand  lahourers. 


Twenty-one  shipwriffhts, 
caulkers,  hoat-builders, 
labourers,  and  watchmen 
in  the  dockyard. 


At  Stdkxt. 

Built  compleatly  finished  and  fitted  up  two  Carpenters, 
houses  for  the  assisting  surgeons;  do.  a 
ranffe  of  houses  for  the  attendants  and 
gardiners  to  the  hospital ;  made  cradles  for 
the  two  hospitals  (they  being  represented 
to  his  Excellency  the  GoTemor  as  being 
more  conducive  to  health  than  bedsteads) ; 
begun  the  building  of  a  windmill  upon  a 
much  larger  scale  than  the  former ;  fitted 
up  a  house  for  divine  service,  with  a  pulpit 
canopy,  &c.,  the  former  one  being  burnt ; 
made  bedsteads,  two  tables,  &c.,  for  the 
Judge- Advocate  ;  built  the  woodwork  of  a 
dwellinff-house,  bam,  and  various  detached 
offices  for  Mr.  Balmain ;  two  men  con- 
stantly makeing  and  repairing  spinning- 
wheels  ;  set  up  and  prepared  for  work  t^o 
weavers'  looms ;  built  shed  for  Govt,  boats ; 
made  312  wheel  and  54  hand  barrows,  597 
axe  and  hoe  handles,  4  carts,'  and  1 
waggon ;  finished  the  woodwork  of  a  new 
grannary  100  feet  long  by  22  wide,  and  a 
kiln  30  feet  by  22  wide  for  preserving 
wheat. 

Made  312  West  India  hoes,  178  grubbing  do.,  Black- 
176  syckles,  379  falling-axes,  96  chimney  smith?.  ^ 
and  pott  barrs,  37  clawed  hammers,  49  cart 
axletrees,  27  broad  axes,  312  sawyers* 
doffs,  712  harrow-teeth,  32  shovels,  8  sledge 
aua  14  hand  barrows,  ironwork  for  the 
Francis  and  Sydney,  schooners,  and  all  the 
boats  and  buildings,  57  door  locks  and 
keys,  123  padlocks  and  keys,  repaired  143 
locks  and  314  keys,  1  forge  constantly 
employed  sharpening  and  repairing  tools 
for  stone-cutters,  and  made  276  frying- 
pans  and  509  kettles. 

Begun  building  a  boat  of  28  tons  burthen,  shlp- 
inatead  of  the  Cumberland,*  which  was  wri^btn. 
stolen  away ;  made  2  new  pumps  for  the 
Francis,  schooner ;  repaired  the  Sydney, 
schooner,  and  all  Government  boats ;  roofed 
a  workshop  and  storehouse  for  the  ioiuers, 
watch-house,  and  an  apartment  for  the 
clerk  in  the  dockyard;  repaired  the  Norfolk, 
sloop ;  made  oars,  pumps,  spars,  masts, 
and  yards  for  her ;  built  a  skilling  for  Mr. 
Balmain,  the  whole  length  of  his  house; 
repaired  the  longboat  of  H.M.S.  Supply. 


*  Ante,  p.  845  and  note. 
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1708 
—  Dec. 


Statement  of  Work  executed,  <fec. — continued. 


Men  Employed. 


Work  Executed. 


Tailors.         Four  taylors 


Shoemakers.  Five  shoemakers 

Bricklayers.  Nineteen  brick  and  stone 
layers,  plaisterers,  and 
labourers. 


Miscel-  One  overseer  and  four  men 

laneous. 

Two  cutlers  


One  cooper... 


Nine  sawyers 


•  •  •  •  •  • 


•  •  ft  •  •  I 


Made  204  pair  of  trowsers,  45  coats,  92  witck 
do.,  114  jackets,  47  pairs  of  breeeiMB,24 
waistcoats,  and  41  pair  of  drawers;  repsired 
289  pair  of  trowsers,  212  jackets,  9  pain  of 
breeches,  and  14  waistcoats;  made  457 
bags  for  carrying  wheat,  and  157  for  ciRy- 
ing  charcoal  and  lime. 

Made  304  pair  of  shoes,  scaled  502,  and  r^sired 
187  do. 

Finished  the  walls  of  the  joiner's  shop,  Ac,  in 
the  dockyard ;  built  chimnies,  plastered  tad 
whitewashed  all  the  buildings  in  and  abort 
the  hospital ;  altered,  repaired,  built  two 
chimnies,  plastered  and  whitewashed  the 
military  guard-house ;  stopt,  plaistmed,  tad 
whitewashed  the  house  of  Ensign  Bayly ; 
repaired  the  house  of    the  late  Provoit- 
Martial,  and  fitted  it  up  for  an  office  cf 
police ;  set  up  grates  in  the  hospitals,  and  at 
the  house  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johnston  ;  boilta 
smiths'shop  in  the  dockyard;  repaired,  plaii- 
tered,  and  whitewashed  the  house  of  liait 
PattuUo ;  built  the  brickwork,  cbiiniMi« 
&c.,  &c. ,  of  a  dwelling-house  for  Mr.  Bil- 
main,  at  his  farm ;  built  a  chinuiey  and 
repaired  the  magazine  guard-house ;  stopt 
and  whitewashed  the  house  oi  the  master 
shipwright ;  pulled  down  and  rebuilt  tbe 
inside    of    the   Judge- Advocate's  house; 
built  a  chimney  and  an  oven  for  Codsoi; 
the  settler,  at  Kissing  Point ;  erected  a 
battery  at    Benelong's    Point ;    laid  tiie 
foundation  of  a  new  church  ;  pointed  and 
whitewashed  the   fortification  at  Dawes' 
Point ;  repaired  Lieut.  Lucas*  house ;  baiH 
the  brickwork  of  a  dispensary,  storehoaKt 
&c.,  &c.,  adjoining  the  hospital;  finished 
the  brickwork  of  a  new  grannary  100  feet 
in  length,  22  feet  in  breadth,  and  a  kib 
30  feet  long  and  22  in  breadth. 

Constantly  collecting,  cleaning,  and  bonuDg 
shells  into  lime. 

One  constantly  employed  by  the  principal  ser- 
^eon,  in  keeping  the  surgical  instnimepts 
in  order;  the  other  making  and  griodiBg 
knives,  scissors,  &c.,  &c. 

Constantly  employed  by  Mr.  Lay  cock,  thestort* 
keeper,  in  the  provision  store,  hia  dwelling- 
house,  &c. 

Cutting  for  all  the  publick  buildings,  boai% 
&c.,  &c. 
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Men  Employed. 


Work  Ezecated. 


1798 

—  Dec; 


One   ropemaker   and   one 
assistant. 

Twenl^fonr  men  nuking 

Six  men  making  of  tiles  ... 

Two  overseers  and  twelve 
men  to  two  timber  car 
riages. 

One  oyerseer  and  ten  men 
to  four  carts. 

Three     men     splitt'g    of 
shingles 

Three  men  splitt*g  of  laths 

Three  barbers       

One  saddler  and  harness 
maker. 

One  bellman  

One  bookbinder 

One  sexton... 

One  miller  and  one  assis't 

Two  overseers  and  twenty- 
seven  men. 


Two    basket     and    sieve 
makers. 

One  coxswain   and  eight 
men. 

One  coxswain  and  four  men 


One  master  and  five  men 


One     gardiner    and    two 
labourers. 

One  watchmaker  ... 

One  printer 

One  millwright     ... 

Thirty-six  constables  and 
watchman. 

One  master  and  eleven  men 

One  executioner  and  one 
SAsist't. 


Making  cordage  for  various  uses  out  of  curry-  Mi«cel- 
jong.  laneoua. 

Made  12,000  bricks  per  week. 

Made  3,000  tiles  per  week. 

Bringing  timber  to  the  sawpits,  dockyard,  &c., 
Ac 

Bringing  bricks  to  the  several  buildings,  grain 
to  the  stores,  &c,  &c. 

Split  2,000  per  week. 

Split  2,000  per  week. 

Shaving  all  the  servants  of  Government. 

Making  and  repairing  of  harness,  collars,  &c., 
&c. 

Giving  publick  notices,  &c.,  &c. 

Binding  books  for  the  Commissary's  office,  &c. 

Tolling  the  bell,  digging  graves,  Ac.,  &c. 

Attending  the  windmill,  grinding  wheat  for  the 
store,  &c.,  &c. 

Cuttine  of  posts,  rails,  and  rafters;  splitting 
paung ;  loading  and  unloading  ships,  boato, 
&c.  ;  repairing  the  roads ;  tucing  care  of 
Gov't  cattle  in  the  country  and  at  Sydney. 

Making  and  repairing  baskete,  sieves,  &c.,  &c. 

Belonging  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor's 
boat. 

In  the  longboate,  carrying  provision  to  Parra- 
matta,  and  bring'g  grain,  boards,  &c.,  from 
thence. 

In  the  Norfolk,  sloop,  carrying  provisions,  &c. , 
to  the  HawkesDury,  and  bringing  grain, 
cedar,  &c.,  from  thence. 

Employed  in  the  garden  belonging  to  Govern- 
ment House. 

Repairing  and  keeping  in  order  watehes,  &c., 
&c. 

Printing  publick  orders,  notices,  &c.,  &c. 

A  disabled  old  man,  superintending  the  build- 
ing of  the  new  windmill. 

At  Sydney,  the  Brickfields,  and  all  the  adjoin- 
ing districte. 

In  his  Majesty's  schooner  the  Francis. 

He,  being  a  free  man,  had  two  men  allowed  to 
his  farm  for  his  services. 
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Statement  of  Work  executed,  &a — conHnuecL 


Men  Employed. 


Work  Executed. 


Carpentere.    Ten  carpeaters^  wheel 
Wrights,  barrow-makers, 
and  labourers. 


Block- 
nniths. 


Fourteen^blacksmiths,  tin 
and  hammerm'n,  file- 

Sinders,  locksmiths  and 
bourers. 


Masons. 


One  mason,  one  plaisterer, 
and  two  labourers. 


Pabbamatta. 

Built  a  grannary  for  nudze,  140  feet  long  and  41 
feet  wide ;  pulled  down  and  rebuilt  the 
watchhouse ;  repaired  the  stockyard  fence; 
repaired  And  fitted  up  a  house  for  a  school ; 
new  roofed  the  hospital ;  posted  and  railed 
round  the  new  erected  bridge  at  Dack 
River ;  erected  several  small  brid^  on  the 
Sydney  read ;  begun  the  materials  for  t 
water-mil] ;  built  a  new  house  for  the  stoie- 
keeper ;  made  and  hung  gates  to  the  stock- 
yard ;  repaired  the  wharf ;  built  boosei  at 
Portland  Head  for  the  sawyers;  made  8 
carts,  112  barrows,  2  timber  carriages,  II 
dozen  of  syckle-handles^  18  spinnins-wiieelii 
8  clock-wheels,  900  spade-handles,  M 
mallett  do.,  1  wagfi;on  compleat,  (B  ox 
vokes,  32  plaisterera^hawks,  576  gimUeli' 
heads,  18  coffins ;  repaired  t^e  churdi  aad 
made  a  new  pulpit ;  made  bedsteads  aad 
stools  for  the  mihtary  barrack. 

Made  300  West  India  hoes,  198  grubbing  da, 
60  shovels,  30  spades,  345  bfe^hing-chMtt^ 
500  falling-axes,  400  harrow-teeth,  304  pur 
of  H  hinffes,  with  staples,  97  tommobawkii 
30  bricUayers*  trowels,  98  chimney  and 
pott  barrs,  32  clawed  hammers,  122  svckki; 
ironwork  for  two  ploughs ;  9  broad  um, 
150  sawyers*  dogs,  9  &dge  and  36  haad 
hammers,  24  cart  axletrees,  34  pitchforio, 
52  pair  of  beetle  rings,  37  shingling-haa- 
mers,  32  saw-tillers,  29  door  locks  asd 
keys,  142  padlocks  and  keys ;  repaired  13 
door  and  79  padlocks ;  streaks  and  naib 
for  carts  and  timber  carriages ;  13  kettki 
and  105  frying-pans;  one  forge  employed 
sharpening  of  tools  for  the  stonemasooii 
quarrymen,  &c.,  &c.,  &c 

Plaistered  and  whitewashed  the  houses  of  lient 
Cummins,  the  Revd.  Mr.  Manden,  and  Mr. 
Livingston,  the  stock-keepers'  hutts,  tlie 
dispensary  and  guard-houses;  built  ser 
chimnies  at  the  military  barrack,  gniid- 
houses,  and  hospital ;  repaired,  plai^ered, 
and  whitewashed  the  storehouses  and 
ffrannaries  ;  plaistered,  whitewashed,  uA 
built  2  chimnies  to  2  hutts  at  Portland 
Head  ;  made  66  hearth  and  25  grindstoiM*! 
12  chimney-inecee,  and  breakiDg  ont  stoae 
for  various  uses. 


PUBLIC  WOBKS,   1798, 
Statemeut  of  Work  executed,  &a — eonHnued. 
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Men  Emploj'ed. 


Work  Execated. 


1798 


One  ovemer  and  fonr  mm 

One  overseer  and  fonr  men 

Six  sawyers  

One   overseer  and  twelve 
men 


Four  taylon 


Three  shoemakers 

Twelve     men    making 

bricks 
Six  men  with  oxen  to  two 

timber  caniages. 

Four  men  with  oxen  to  two 
carts. 

Two  barbers 

Two  bakers  

One    gardiner    and  one 

assist't 
One  man    ...        ...        ,.. 

Eighteen  men 
Eight  mm 

One     do. 

One     dou  

Eighteen    cmntablefl   and 
watchmen. 


Seventy-six  men 


Constantly   collectings  cleaning,  and  boming  Muoel- 
shells  into  lime.  huieooa 

Burning  charcoal  for  smiths,  ftc. 

Cutting  for  all  necessary  uses. 

Bringing  timber  to  the  saw-pittB,  maim  from 
the  wharf,  stockyard,  ana  srannary  to  the 
pnblick  store,  charcoal  to  the  smiths,  man- 
grove to  the  wheelers,  provision  to  Toon- 
gabbee,  wheat  from  the  ninety  acres. 

Made  152  pair  of  trowsers,  200  frocks,  41 
jackets,  22  pair  of  breeches,  312  bags 
for  wheat ;  and  occasionally  called  oat 
to  other  work. 

Made  145  pair  of  shoes,  soaled  205  and  repaired 
418  do. 

Made  6,000  bricks  p.  week. 

Bringing  boards,  &c.,  from  the  saw-pitts  to  the 
several  buildings,  grain  to  the  store,  and  to 
the  wharf  for  Sydney. 

Bringing  wood  to  the  barracks  and  guard* 
houses,  brick  to  the  seVeral  baildings,  grain 
to  the  store,  &c.,  ftc. 

Shaveing  all  the  servants  of  Goverment. 

Bakeing  for  do.  .  do. 

At  the  garden  belonging  to  Groverment  House. 

Attending  to  ring  the  bell  that  assembled  the 

people  to  work. 
Takeinff  care  of  Goverment  cattle. 
Old  and  feeble  ;  takeing  care  of  the  butts  when 

the  people  were  at  work. 
Made  six  dozen  of  brooms  per  week. 
Makeing  and  repairiiiff  sieves  and  baskets. 
At  Parramatta,  the  I^rth  Boundaries,  and  the 

adjacent  districts. 

ToONGASBn. 

Repaired  and  fitted  up  a  house  for  the  reception  General 
of  a  military  guwd  ;  repaired,  plaistered,  i^hourcrs. 
and  whitewashed  the  superintendant's  and 
all  Gov't  houses ;  chipped  and  harrowed  in 
922  bushstls  of  wheat ;  sowed  in  461  acres  ol 
ground  ;  erected  several  wheat-mows  ;  re- 

E aired  the  roads  and  difiTt  bridges  between 
ence  and  Paramatta ;  husking  and  housing 
of  maize,  threshing  of  wheat,  &c.,  ftc. ; 
'    new  thatched  all  the  huts  ;  repaired^lais- 
tend,  and   whitewashed   Doctor   Kelly's 
hoose. 


r.i»4 


1798 

-  Pec. 


(■.»!■] »fiitcr*.    T« 


Ma^on?. 


SIR  JOSEPH  BANKS.  527 

Government  and  General  Order.  1799 

Ist  January,  1799.  i  Jan. 

Parole — Health.  Countersign — Prosperity. 

Me.  John  Gowan  is  appointed  storekeeper  at  Sydney,  in  the  room  A  store- 
of  Mr.  William  Stephenson,  deceased.  Jno.  Hunter,      ^'^^p®*'- 


Sir  Joseph  Banks  to  Dr.  W.  Roxburgh.* 

My  Dear  Sir,  Soho  Square,  7th  January,  1799.  7  Jan. 

I  have  seen  your  son,  and  am  much  pleased  with  his  open  sir  Joseph 
and  honest  countenance.  Mr.  Ormes,  his  uncle,  and  the  gentle-  '^^''*- 
man  to  whom  his  education  was  entrusted  give  him  the  best  of 
characters.  I  can  do  nothing  for  him  yet,  because  the  present 
Chairmanf  does  not  like  me,  but  he  will  soon  pass  away,  and  it  is 
great  odds  but  that  he  is  succeeded  by  some  friend  of  mine.  Be 
assured  no  opportunity  shall  be  passed  by  to  serve  him,  and  that, 
unpleasant  as  the  delay  may  appear  to  you,  I  only  wait  for  a  good 
opportunity,  which  is  likely  ere  long  to  present  itself. 

I  send  with  this  a  duplicate  of  my  last  and  a  copy  of  Bruce's 
book  respecting  the  culture  of  the  clove.  I  also  send  two  quarters  seeds. 
of  new  hemp-seed,  the  quality  of  which  I  have  taken  some  pains 
about.  I  send  also  two  quarters  more  by  the  Porpoise,  storeship, 
which  takes  our  Governor  King,  and  which  were  put  on  board 
before  I  knew  of  your  son*s  intention  so  soon  to  leave  us. 

If  any  of  the  numerous  plants  sent  home  to  Kew  by  Smith  are  piants. 
alive  it  is  more  than  I  know.     All  the  nutmegs  are  quite  dead 
both  at  Kew  and  in  the  other  gardens,  as  far  as  I  know.      They 
were  all  seedlings,  and  such  you  know  seldom  fare  well  at  sea. 

Allow  me  to  recommend  to  your  notice  Gov'r  King,  of  the  p.  o.  King. 
Porpoise,  and  a  lad  also  who  goes  with  him  as  a  gardener  (Geo. 
Caley),  for  he  has  three  gardeners  on  board,  all  I  believe  very  good 
fellows  ;  but  Caley  has  more  genius  than  both  the  others.  Gov*r 
King  carries  with  him  a  little  conservatory  of  plants  for  New 
South  Wales,  which  I  fear  will  arrive  in  bad  condition,  as  the  ship 
has  been  delayed  a  long  time  and  the  season  is  very  cold  now. 
Any  assistance  you  can  give  him  in  replacing  the  useful  plants 
that  have  died,  or  getting  others  likely  to  be  usef uU  to  the  colony, 
will  be  thankfully  acknowledged. 

I  have  directed  Caley  to  attend  principally  to  the  plants  on  Oeorge 
that  peninsula  between  False  Bay  and  Table  Bay,  which  I  believe      ®*' 
has  not  been  so  much  examined  as  the  more  distant  parts.    Our 
botanists  used  to  travel  100  miles  at  least  before  they  thought  it 

*  WUU^un  Roxburgh,  a  surgeon  in  the  servioe  of  the  East  India  Company ;  principally 
oelebimted  for  his  botanical  labours  in  India.  The  publication  of  the  worlc  now  known  as 
BioadntrglCt  Coromandel  PlanU  was  undertalcen  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks  at  the  reauest  of  the 
Court  of  Directors.     Roxburgh  died  in  1816,  and  a  complete  edition  of  his  Flora  Indiea 

•m  publbhed  by  his  sons  in  1832. 

t  Sir  Joseph  Banks  apparently  refers  to  the  Chairman  of  the  East  India  Company. 
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7  Jan. 


Lord 
Macartney. 


worth  their  while  to  begin  their  ooUections.  Groote  Vaaders  Bosdi, 
a  few  miles  from  Schivellendam,  is,  I  am  told,  one  of  the  most  pro- 
ductive spots  for  a  botanist  in  beautiful!  trees  and  shrubs.  I  hftve 
several  specimens  from  thence,  but  we  have  received  very  few 
seeds.  An  excursion  there  in  autumn,  when  the  seeds  are  ripe, 
would  produce,  I  have  no  doubt,  a  very  valuable  return. 

I  conclude  that  Lord  Macartney  ha»left  you.*  I  heartily  hope 
you  may  fall  into  as  good  hands.  His  Lordship  favored  scienee 
always,  and  I  cannot  say  that  in  general  the  military  pay  ao  mvcfa 
attention  to  us  poor  philosophers  as  I  am  sure  they  will  do  when 
our  value  is  better  understood. 

I  have  received  the  1,200  drawings.  Jos.  Baxes. 


8  Jan. 


The  Civil 
Court, 


Government  and  General  Order. 

8th  January,  1799. 
Parole — Chester.  Countersign — Liverpool 

The  Civil  Court  which  had  been  adjoum'd  from  the  20th  DecV 
until  this  day  is  farther  adjourned,  on  account  of  the  ill-healUi  d 
the  J  udge-Advocate.  Timely  notice  will  be  given  of  the  time  when 
it  will  again  meet 

Tlio  Governor  desires  that  on  Tuesday,  the  I5th  inatanti  the 
following  officers  will  meet  him  upon  public  service,  in  the  Coot- 
house  at  Sydney,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  morning,  viz.  : — The  Com- 
manding Officer  and  Captains  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  tbe 
Commanders  of  his  Majesty's  ships,  and  the  First  Lieutenant  d 
the  Reliance,  the  two  clergymen,  the  Principal  Surgeon,  the  Su^ 
vevor-General  of  Lands.  Jno.  Hunter. 


The 
Birt 


Government  and  General  Orders. 
15  Jan.  15th  Janiuury,  1799. 

Parole — ^Lisbon.  Coontersign — ^Tagus. 

^een's  Friday,  the  18th,  being  the  day  appointed  to  be  observed  as  the 
^*  birthday  of  her  Majesty,  the  New  South  Wales  Corps  will  paiade 
at  12  o'clock,  and  fire  three  volleys,  in  honor  of  the  same  ;  aiodfte 
battery's  on  the  west  and  east  points  of  the  Gove  will,  betwees 
them,  make  up  a  royal  sallute  (twenty-one  guns),  the  military  firing 
the  guns  on  the  west  pointy  and  the  seamen  q^  the  Sap|rfy  those 
on  tbe  cast.  Jno. 


le  Jan. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

16th  January,  1799. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Governor  and  the  principal  c^icers  of  the 
colony — civil,  military,  and  naval — to  c<Hiader  of  varioBS  inatteif 

*  It  would  ftpp*>^  txoai  thU  that  Dr.  RoxbnriB^  when  tkii 
at  the  Cap*  ^tf  uood  Hop*,  of  which  Lo«i  " 
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of  a  public  uatare,  amongst  others  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion       1799 
that  the  Patent  for  establishing  our  Court  of  Civil  Jurisdiction,      iq  j^^ 
in  the  clearest  manner,  has  expressed  "  that  the  Civil  Court  only       — - 
was  competent  to  decide  upon  all  pleas  of  debt."  debt. 

The  Civil  Magistrates  will  therefore  hereafter  be  relieved  from 
that  duty,  and  will  have  chiefly  to  attend  to  those  of  the  Justice 
of  the  Feaoe  ;  they  will,  however,  use  their  utmost  endeavours,  as 
far  as  their  influence  can  be  eflectual,  in  recommending  the  settling 
of  trifling  debts  by  arbitration,  and  thereby  prevent  such  vexatious 
Utigation.  j^^^  Hunter. 


The  Transport  Commissioners  to  Under  Secretary  King. 
Sir,  Transport  Office,  18th  January,  1799.         is  Jan. 

We  beg  to  inclose  to  you,  for  the  information  of  his  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  we  have  received 
from  Mr.  James  Duncan,  broker  for  the  Minerva,  convict  ship,  The 
engaged  by  this  Board  pursuant  to  the  direction  of  his  Majesty's  jj^JI^ 
Treasury  so  long  since  as  the  month  of  March  last ;  and  we  also 
tiiink  it  right  to  state  that  the  Minerva  has  been  at  Cork  ever 
flince  the  middle  of  August,  at  an  expence  for  demurrage,  already 
incurred,  of  upwards  of  two  thousand  pounds. 

Our  agent  at  Cork  has  been  repeatedly  directed  by  us  to  remind 
the  Irish  Government  of  this  unusual  detention. 

We  are,  &c., 

Rupt.  George. 
Ambrose  Serle. 
Wm.  Ay.  Otway. 

[Enclosure.] 

Jambs  Duncan  to  The  Transport  Commissioners. 

Hon'ble  Sirs,  Great  Tower  Hill,  15th  January,  1799. 

The  ship  Minerva,  taken  up  by  the  Board  last  March  to 
carry  convicts  from  Ireland  to  New  South  Wales,  but  still  detained  delayed  at 
at  Oork  without  a  single  convict  yet  put  on  board ;  in  consequence  ^'^ 
of  such  unexpected  delay  on  the  part  of  the  Irish  Government, 
mod  the  inevitable  ruinous  voyage  the  owner  must  experience  from 
«ach  delay  (demurrage  being  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  expences 
mttending  so  long  a  voyage),  the  owner  begs  the  Board  will  be 
pleased  to  take  his  very  haid  case  into  consideration,  and  allow 
lum  an  imprest  upon  the  extensive  Rowing  demurrage,  a  propor- 
tion of  the  freight  to  be  paid  on  her  saiHng,  and  the  provisions 
«ii{^iied  ihe  guard  from  tlie  16th  May,  the  day  they  embarked,  at 
tall  allowance,  as  per  the  Board's  orders. 

I  am,  <S^., 

James  Duncan. 

VOL.  Ill — 2  L 
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1799  O.  Caley  to  Sir  Joseph  Baxk^     (Banks  Papers.) 

19  Jan.  Sir,  19th  January,  1799. 

caioy*8  Knowing  that  you  were  indisposed  causes  me  to  trouble 

exiHjnses.      jq^i  ^jth  ^  note.     By  the  ship  being  detained  longer  than  what  I 

expected  urges  me  to  apply  to  you  for  more  money.     However, 

should  it  be  disagreeable  by  troubling  you  at  the  present,  I  ean 

make  free  with  the  .£5  note  that  you  let  me  have  a  short  time 

since,  but  this  is  not  to  call  my  own,  but  what  I  have  to  remit  to 

Manchester. 

The  Gov'r  King  intended  to  have  set  out  [for]  Portsmouth  tcnUt?, 

Th*^^ '"    ^^*  *^  *^®  wind  has  changed  he  is  prevented ;  and  as  there  is  do 

likelihood  of  a  change  of  weather  the  ship  may  remain  in  the 

Downs  for  a  series  of  days  yet,  by  which  I  mean  to  retain  to 

Chelsea,  for  by  living  in  town  it  is  more  expensive,  and  what  is 

still  worse,  I  am  out  of  my  element. 

The  greatest  expence  that  will  occur  to  me  will  be  the  carriage 
of  the  parcels  and  the  fare  to  Portsmouth. 

Should  I  have  to  leave  London  without  seeing  you,  let  roe  excite 
your  attention  for  a  few  minutes  longer. 

After  having  explored  as  much  of  New  South  Wales  as  I  am 
capable  of,  that  if  an  opportunity  offers  of  visiting  the  different 
islands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  that  I  may  be  permitted  to  go;  for 
Caiey'8  my  mind  is  of  this  nature,  that  when  nothing  new  occnrs  tie 
activity.  situation  begins  to  be  unpleasant,  except  my  place  of  birth;  tbei*- 
fore,  while  I  am  away  from  home  I  wish  to  visit  as  many  different 
parts  and  to  make  as  many  discoveries  as  my  circumstances  irill 
admit  of,  for  I  am  thoroughly  sensible  that  I  am  in  the  prime  of 
life,  and  by  oftentimes  hearing  veterans  talk  of  what  they  were 
capable  of  doing  when  in  their  youthful  days  has  strongly  imprioted 
on  [my]  mind  "  make  much  of  time."  I  am,  <fec., 

^  G.  Caley. 

Government  and  General  Order. 
.2iJan.  21st  January,  1799. 

Parole — Canso.  Countersign — Gaspey. 

Agriculture  The  Governor  desires  that  the  officers,  settlers,  and  others  engaged 
stoci<.  in  farming  will  give  him  a  return  of  what  quantity  of  whett 

they  may  have  reaped  from  their  last  harvest,  as  near  as  they  can 
estimate,  and  also  what  ground  they  may  now  have  planted  witk' 
maize.     He  also  desires  a  return  of  live  stock. 

The  officers  will  forward  their  returns  to  Captain  Johnston,  and 
the  constables  of  the  different  districts  are  desired  to  collect  ihfft 
of  the  settlers,  <fec.,  and  forward  them  to  the  nearest  magistrale^ 
who  is  requested  to  send  them  addressed  to  the  Governor. 

The  Governor  wishes  to  have  these  different  returns  by  the  first 
day  of  February.  Jno.  Huntib. 
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GOVERNMEKT  AND  GENERAL  OrDER.  1799 

25th  January,  1799.         25  Jail 
Parole — Integrity.  Countersign — Sincerity. 

TThx  filthy  condition  in  which  the  spring- water  in  the  tanks  is  so  ^^  ^^^^ 
often  reported  to  he  kept  in,  hy  those  who  live  near  having  re-  stream. 
peatedly  hroke  down  the  paling  which  surrounds  them,  or  left  it 
open  when  hroke  by  accident,  for  the  admission  of  hogs,  this  notice 
18  given  that  none  may  plead  ignorance  :  That  such  hogs  as  may  be 
found  hereafter  within  that  paling  will  be  liable  to  be  destroyed  ; 
and  whenever  the  paling  is  found  torn  down  it  will  be  ordered  to 
.be  repaired  at  the  expence  of  those  who  may  inhabit  the  house 
nearest  to  the  fractured  part.  And  if  any  person  shall  presume 
to  dam  up  the  water  above  the  tanks,  or  dig  wells  so  near  as  to 
prevent  that  supply  so  requisite  for  the  public  use,  will  be  imme- 
diately prosecuted  with  the  utmost  severity.*      Jno.  Hunter. 


Lord  Castlereagh  to  Under  Secretary  King. 

Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  31st  January,  1799.         8i  Jan. 

I  have  received  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the  19th  inst.^  .j^^ 
relative  to  the  delay  in  the  shipping  of  the  convicts  per  the  Minerva,  traiwport 
transport  ship.     The  situation  of  the  country  during  the  rebellion  "^°^''''* 
rendered  it  impossible  to  transmit  the  convicts  from  several  of  the 
^gaols,  but  they  are  now  assembled  at  Cork,  and  will  be  immediately 
embarked.   As  soon  as  the  account  of  the  expenses  which  have  been 
incurred  is  received,  directions  \^411  be  given  for  their  discharge.! 

I  have,  (fee, 
■  Castlereagh. 

GU)VERNMENT   AND   GENERAL   OrDER. 

1st  February,  1799.  i  Feb. 

Parole — Just.         Countersign — Honest. 
An  Order  was  given  out  on  the  18  th  June  ]ast|  directing  that  all  FaiM 
measures,  whether  dry  or  liquid,  be  brought  to  the  Government  ^wuws"^ 
Store  at  Sydney,  there  to  be  proved  and  marked,  and  informing 
that  whoever  was  found  to  make  use  of  any  measure  without  such 
stamp  wou'd  subject  themselves  to  a  prosecution. 

This  Order  was  given  for  the  purpose  of  putting  a  stop  to  a 
species  of  robbery  practised  by  dealers  and  boatmen,  which  had 
been  complained  of  and  detected  at  that  time,  viz.,  that  of  selling 

*  This  was  the  fifth  timo  Hunter  had  to  allude  in  his  "  Orders'*  to  the  pollution  of  the 
3kak  stream.  See  Government  and  General  Orders  of  22nd  October,  1795,  Vol.  ii,  p.  826 ; 
SSib  January,  1796»ante,  p.  10;  2nd  May,  1797,  ante,  p.  206;  and  20th  December,  1798, 
ante,  p.  618. 

t  A  nnmber  of  convicts  were  placed  on  the  Minerva  on  the  18th  Februar}*,  1799  (see 
llemoirs  of  Joseph  Holt,  voL  ii,  pp.  24-28).  In  July,  1799,  we  find  the  owner  complaining^ 
thai  there  was  no  prospect  of  her  being  despatched,  and  that  she  had  been  delayed  for 
loortMn  months.  She  sailed  on  the  24th  August,  1799,  and  arrived  at  Sydnev  on  the  11th 
Jaauarv,  1800.  Amongst  her  compulsory  passengers  were  General  Holt  aad  Father  Harold 
(ibid,  pp.  4S,  57) 

I  Ante,  p.  406  This  Order  iras  supplemented  by  one  issued  on  the  6th  August.— Ante,  p.  447. 
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1790  by  a  small  measure  and  buying  by  a  large  one.  It  is  now  a  second 
I  p^  time  directed  that  all  measures  of  the  above  description  be  r^- 
larly  stamped  at  the  Grovemment  Store  at  Sydney  before  Uiey  are 
used.  If  any  are  found  in  use  without  such  a  stamp,  after  6m 
time  being  allowed  for  this  information  becoming  public,  the  pro- 
prietor will  be  subject  to  a  prosecution.  Jno.  Husteb. 


Sir  Joseph  Banks  to  Governor  Hunter.     (Banks  Eapen.) 
My  Dear  Sir,  Soho  Square,  1st  February,  1799. 

Seeds  and  I  have  to  thank  you  for  innumerable  marks  of  your  atten- 

plants.         |.Jqj^^  £qj.  ^iiich  I  beg  you  to  be  assured  that  I  am  voiy  gratefolL 

I  have  received  seeds  and  specimens  by  Oapt.  Raven,*  sjid  sineelif 

another  ship,  the  former  of  whidi  were  sent  to  the  Royal  Gkudeni 

as  a  present  from  you ;  the  latter  I  keep  in  my  own  collectioiL 

You  have  been  very  friendly  in  vnriting  to  me  the  very  particolar 
account  I  have  received  from  you  of  the  state  of  things  in  yoor 
colony. t     I  grieve  to  observe  that  matters  go  on  so  ill,  and  Ism 
mortified  that  so  little  has  been  done  towards  putting  yon  more  at 
^JggJ"     your  I ;  but  be  assured  that  the  situation  of  Europe  is  at 

present  so  critical,  and  his  Majesty's  Ministers  so  fully  empbjed 
in  business  of  the  deepest  importance,  that  it  is  scarce  possible  to 
gain  a  moment's  audience  on  any  subject  but  those  which  staa' 
foremost  in  tlieir  minds,  and  colonies  of  all  kinds,  you  maybe 
assured,  are  now  put  into  the  backgix>und. 

Persevere,  however,  my  good  sir,  in  the  manly,  honest,  and  open 
conduct  you  have  hitherto  held,  and  you  must  in  time  prevail 
o?She**"^^  Your  colony  is  already  a  most  valuable  appendage  to  Great  Britiin, 
colony.  and  I  flatter  myself  we  shall  before  it  is  long  see  her  Ministeis 
made  sensible  of  its  real  value.  Rest  assured  in  the  meantime 
that  no  opportunity  will  be  lost  by  me  of  impressing  them  witk 
just  ideas  of  the  probable  importance  to  which  it  is  likely  beftie 
long  to  attain,  and  to  urge  them  to  pay  to  it  that  degree  of  attfls* 
tion  which  it  clearly  deserves  at  their  hands. 

I  have  recommended  to  you  by  a  separate  letter  a  young  ma 
whom  I  have  sent  out  to  assist  in  investigating  the  pnidiiee  of 
A  young  your  country.  He  is  hardy  and  bold.  His  skill  in  botany  i> 
much  beyond  what  his  i^pearance  promises,  and  he  has  scmie 
smattering  in  other  sciences.  The  Duke  has  been  pleased  also  to 
recommend  him  to  your  good  offices,  and  I  hope  and  trust  he  will 
not  prove  unworthy  of  the  patronage  I  trust  you  will  afford  liiiB» 
or  disgrace  the  recommendation  I  have  ventured  to  give  him.§ 

*  Captain  of  the  Britannia. 

t  This  "  very  parUoular  auooont"  is,  unf<»tanateU',  lost  It  is  evident  thai  VLvaltKhjf 
Banks  well  posted  in  the  ooooems  ot  the  odony.  See  Banks  to  Hnoter,'  aoch  Hsich,  tm, 
ante,  p.  202. 

I  Blank  In  the  manuscript. 

I  Apparently  Banks  alludes  hec«  to  Qeoise  Galey. 


>tai 


botanist. 
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With  Capt.  Eling  you  will  receive,  I  hope,  a  considerable  supply       1799 
of  plant* likely  to  be  useful!  to  your  growing  colony.*    If  the  bitter      j  p^^, 
fnmty  which  has  now  vexed  us  for  near  a  month  while  the  ship  has       — 
been  out  of  my  reach,  has  not  destroyed  them,  you  will  have  grapes  piantsf^" 
of  most  of  the  sorts  from  whence  the  valuable  wines  of  Europe 
are  made.     These,  I  hope,  will  encourage  you  to  plant  vineyards, 
and  some  of  them  surely  will  produce  marketable  wine. 

Allow  me  to  recommend  the  person  who  has  been  employed  to 
mttend  to  these  plants  and  carry  them  out.  He  has  had  no  pay 
from  Government,  but  has  undertaken  this  task  merely  on  con- 
dition of  being  allowed  to  go  out  as  a  settler.  He  is  an  honest, 
liardworking,  industrious,  and  ingenious  lad.  He  wishes  to  settle 
as  a  market-gardener,  and  carries  out  with  him  a  good  assortment  a  grardener. 
<i  seedsL  If  he  pleases  you,  and  you  can  be  so  good  to  him  as  to  s^ittoro 
settle  him  in  some  low  8\H>t  of  good  land  convenient  for. water 
earriage  to  transport  his  goods  to  your  town,  I  think  I  may 
venture  to  promise  that  he  will  thrive.  Tou  will  find  him  honest 
and  trusty,  so  that  I  hope  he  may  in  other  matters  make  himself 
Qsefull  to  you. 

I  have  one  more  favor  to  beg  of  you.     There  are  among  the 
eonvicts  who  proceeded  in  the  Hillsborough  two  brothers  of  the 
name  of  Wilkinson,  who  come  from  the  town  of  Consby,  in  my 
neighbourhood,  in  Lincolnshire.     They  were  convicted  of  maiming 
a  cow,  and  transported  for  that  offence.      I   do   not  mean  to  Transpor- 
vindicate  the  act,  but  I  really  do  think  it  a  venial  crime  when  ^JJmin^a 
eompared  to  robbery,  burglary,  and  most  of  those  which  your  com-. 
subjects  have  been  guilty  of.     These  young  men  must  make  their 
country  amends  by  working  with  you  for  the  public.    All  I  have 
to  request  is,  if  you  find  them,  as  I  hope  they  are,  not  ill-disposed, 
and  if  they  conduct  themselves  as  lads  whose  morals  have  not 
been  quite  destroyed  ought  to  do,  that  you  will  now  and  then 
give  them  a  cheering  word,  and  tell  them  that  by  continuing  a 
good  conduct  they  may  sometime  revisit  their  countiy  and  their 
friends.  Jos.  Banks. 


Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 

(Banks  Papers.) 

83,  St.  George's  Square,  Portsea, 
Sir,  6th  February,  1799.  oFeb. 

Notwithstanding   the   badness  of  the   weather,  and   the  h.m.s.  Por- 
Uncertainty  of  the  Porpoise's   arrival,  we  arrived  here  on  Mon-  poiseandtho 
day  night,  and  were  fortunate  enough  to  hear  of  the  Porpoise's  p  "  '^  "• 
arrival  the  next  day.    She  was  out  during  the  whole  of  the  gale,  and 

-  •  TlMM  pUuito  wn  shipped  on  H.M.S.  Porpoise,  but  most  of  them  bad  to  be  replooed. 
The  vessel  did  not  sail  imtil  17th  March,  1800.  She  arrived  at  Sydney  on  the  7th  November 
foUowJncr. 
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made  extreme  bad  weather.  The  master*  is  so  much  alarmed  at 
the  crankness  of  the  ship  that  he  has  found  it  absolutely  neoessaiy 
to  write  officially  to  the  Navy  Board,  and  has  stated  the  necessity 
there  is  for  removing  the  plant-cabbin  from  the  quarter-deck,  and 
has  suggested  the  propriety  of  its  being  placed  in  the  'tween  decks, 
abreast  of  the  mainmast,  to  be  secured  by  stantions  and  nettings. 
The  instances  he  gives  of  the  great  hazard  attending  the  wei^t 
of  the  garden  being  so  high  up,  joined  to  her  shortness,  and  the 
impossibility  of  her  carrying  any  sail,  seems  to  have  rendered  bis 
present  application  absolutely  necessary,  as  the  only  means  of  her 
being  rendered  at  all  seaworthy,  f 

Should  the  Navy  Board  see  the  necessity  for  this  request  being 
agreed  to,  I  shall  very  much  lament  the  disappointment  that  will 
attend  your  benevolent  exertions  and  endeavours  to  benefit  a 
place  that  owes  so  much  to  your  bounty  and  well-directed  efibrte, 
which  I  fear  will  be  frustrated  in  the  present  instance,  unless  yoo 
think  the  plants  can  have  a  chance  by  being  placed  between  dedos; 
It  is  true  they  will  be  greatly  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  the  air, 
except  what  will  come  down  the  main  hatchway  in  fine  weather, 
and  be  subject  to  the  leaking  of  the  decks;  but  this  may  be 
obviated  by  a  painted  canvas  fixed  over  the  garden,  the  coverinif 
of  that  now  appropriated  for  the  gardner  [on]  the  quarternieA. 
Capt.  Phillip,  who  is  now  standing  by  me,  says  that  he  has  no 
doubt,  if  the  Atlantic  had  been  able  to  furnish  a  tarred  or  painted 
canvas  to  cover  the  plants,  but  that  the  most  part  of  those  he 
brought  from  N.S.  W.  would  have  arrived  home.  J  The  precautioof 
they  took,  and  those  he  would  have  taken  if  he  had  the  means,  be 
has  communicated  to  me,  and  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  my  assist- 
ance in  making  that  alteration. 

The  master  informs  me  that  Souter  [Suttor]  has  been  extreemlf 
The  garden,  ill  on  the  passage,  but  that  Gearish  had  attended  the  garden,  and 
that  most  of  the  plants  appeared  dead,  which,  I  suppose,  is  only 
occasioned  by  the  rest  the  plant  is  at.  I  hear  nothing  of  tbe 
convoy,  but  shall  go  on  board  as  soon  as  the  weather  moderate^ 
to  look  at  the  garden,  «fec.,  when  I  shall  write  to  you  again,  by 
which  time,  I  imagine,  the  master  will  have  received  the  Board's 
answer  to  his  letter. 

Capt.  Phillip  desires  me  to  present  his  compliments  to  yon,  tnd, 
as  he  comes  to  town  soon,  he  intends  waiting  on  you.  I  beg  to 
add  mine  as  well  to  youi-self.  Lady  and  Miss  Banks,  and  am,  with 
every  respect  and  gratitude. 

Yours,  (fee, 

Philip  Gidlet  Kixc. 

♦  William  Scott.  . 

t  A  remarkable  resemblance  will  be  noticed  between  the  case  of  the  PorpolM  and  tbit " 

Cook's  vessel,  the  Resolution,  which  had  also  to  be  cut  down  to  make  hkw  *-"—  "'^^^  '^ 


Captain 
Phillip. 


Phillip 
and  Banks. 


to«"c»ai. 


See  Vol.  i,  parti,  pp.  352  et  seq. 
I  Governor  Phillip  left  Sydney  in  the  Atlantic  in  December,  1792. 
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I  have  executed  Mr.  Greville's  commission  respecting  the  cask  of  1799 

things  belonging  to  Sir  Wm.  Hamilton,*  of  which  I  will  endeavour  q  Feb. 
to  write  him  by  this  post. 


G.  Caley  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks.     (Banks  Papers.) 

Sir  Joseph,  Portsmouth,  9th  February,  1799.  ^^«^- 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  when  I  came  to  unpack  the  ^  ™»c«»- 
parcels,  in  order  to  sort  out  those  that  would  be  most  convenient 
when  at  sea,  I  missed  the  microscope,  though  I  thought  I  had  took 
more  care  of  it  than  any  other  article. 

The  last  parcel  that  I  sent  by  the  waggon,  GovV  King  was  in 
exceeding  great  haste,  so  that  the  few  remaining  things  that  I  had 
got  were  packed  up  in  great  haste.  I  brought  the  box  to  the 
(Governor  immediately,  but  found  that  the  box  not  being  above 
Iialf  full,  I  took  it  to  a  carpenter's  shop  in  Little  Suffolk-street, 
Haymarket,  and  filled  it  up  with  shavings,  at  which  time  it  might 
get  misplaced,  for  I  recollect  very  well  putting  it  in  the  box  at  the 
puUic-house  called  the  British  Museum.  The  said  carpenter  or  I^^jji^" 
packing-case-maker  made  the  Gov'r  several  boxes,  and  furnished  cases. 
him  with  a  cart  to  take  parcels  to  the  Waggon  Inn.  If  it  is  lost,  I 
have  great  reason  to  think  it  must  be  at  this  place,  but  enquiiy 
might  be  made  at  public-house  ;  but,  after  all,  I  cannot  think  that 
I  can  have  lost  it,  for  I  paid  more  attention  to  it  than  any  other 
article;  probably  I  may  have  overlooked  it  with  being  hurried; 
but^as  I  shall  not  have  an  opportunity  of  unpacking  the  cases  till 
I  arrive  at  New  South  Wales,  sure  and  not  sure,  is  doubtful  to 
depend  on ;  however,  I  am  very  uneasy  about  it. 

Mr.  Dickson  was  with  me  when  I  bought  it.  I  am  very  dis- 
content that  I  have  not  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  parcels 
again,  for  if  another  is  procured,  and  then,  or  after,  I  find  the 
fibrst  one,  that  will  in  one  sense  be  money  thrown  away,  and  to  go 
without  one  in  this  dilemma  is  running  a  great  nsk. 

Since  I  have  been  at  Portsmouth  I  learn  from  people  that  have  Lost  in  the 
been  in  New  South  Wales  that  they  have  been  apt  to  get  lost  in  ^^**' 
the  woods,  and  to  remedy  this  evil  they  say  nothing  is  so  good  as 
a  watch  in  cloudy  weather,  by  which  they  know  at  what  time  to 
return.  A  watch  is  a  thing  that  I  have  never  paid  an  attention 
to,  as  thinking  such  a  subject  of  no  utility  to  me;  but  as  I  intend 
to  travel  farther  into  the  woods,  as  well  as  other  places,  than  what 
others  have  yet  done,  if  you  think  it  of  any  great  utility  I  should 
like  to  have  one. 

*  Sir  WillUun  Hamilton,  tmole  of  the  Hon.  Charles  Greville,  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Sir 
Joseph  Banks.  He  wrote  several  works  on  antiquities,  and  at  the  time  this  letter  was 
written  was  British  Ambassador  at  the  Court  of  Naples.  It  was  while  Sir  William  Hamil- 
ton held  that  ofB^ce  ttiat  Lord  Nelson  met  the  celebrated  Lady  Emma  Hamilton,  and  formed 
tlmt  attachment  which  ripened  into  one  of  the  most  prominent  liaUona  of  English  history. 
Bee  Jeaffreson's  **  Lady  Hamilton  and  Lord  Nelson." 
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1799  If  Mr.  Kamsden  has  compleated  the  pocketHsextant,  I  wish  it 

0  F^.      co^d  be  forwarded,  as  I  have  heard  the  ship  may  sail  in  a  few 

-7—       days,  or  perhaps  not  till  the  middle  of  next  month;  but  after  I 

to  s^art    ^  have  got  what  I  here  mention  she  caunot  sail  too  soon  for  me,  fori 

long  to  have  a  botanical  excursion  in  a  foreign  part.  I  have  not  yet 

been  on  board,  though  she  is  lying  near  Spithead.     I  am,  ^, 

Geo.  Galet. 

His  outfit.  P-S. — I  shall  write  to  Manchester  for  some  shoes  and  a  few 
other  things,  and  shall  order  them  to  be  directed  to  you,  wj&k 
their  demands,  whereby  I  humbly  request  you  will  remit  the 
money  to  my  fatlier,  William  Caley,  horse-dealer,  Parsoniige, 
Manchester.  

The  Navy  Board  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 
Sir,  Navy  Office,  9th  February,  1799. 

Having  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Soott^  commanding  hii 
Majesty *s  armed  ship  Porpoise,  under  orders  for  New  South  Waki, 
stating  that  on  his  passage  round  to  Portsmouth  he  found  her  ao 
Unsea-         very  crank  as  to  be  scarce  seaworthy,  owing  to  her  great  Ux^ 
condition  of  weight,  which  he  is  of  opinion  can  only  be  remedied  by  removing 
H.M.S.         the  plant>K^bin  from  the  quarter-deck,  we  send  you,  endosed,  a 
orpo  8c.      copy  thereof ;  and  as  it  appears  necessary  to  lighten  the  upper 
part  of  the  ship,  we  judge  it  proper  the  pUmt-room  on  the  quarter- 
deck should  be  taken  away.     We  therefore  request  to  have  your 
opinion  on  the  propriety  of  placing  it  between  decks,  in  the  manner 
Mr.  Scott  has  proposed.         We  are,  &c.,  C.  Hope. 

J.  Henslow. 
A.  8.  HAMOin). 
[Enoloflmre.] 

Mr.  Scott  to  The  Navy  Board. 

Honorable  Gentlemen,       Porpoise,  Spithead,  6th  Feb.,  1799. 

In  my  letter  of  yesterday's  date  I  informed  you  of  the 
Porpoise's  arrival  at  Spithead,   and  that  I  should   write  more 
particularly  by  this  day's  post ;  therefore  beg  leave  to  represent 
the  condition  of  his  Majesty's  armed  vessel  Porpoise,  which  hai 
Passage        occurred  during  her  passage  from  the  Downs  to  this  place,  in 
Down*a*to      doing  which  I  beg  to  request  your  Honorable  Board's  indulgence^ 
Spithead.      and  that  the  nature  of  the  voyage  she  has  to  perform,  and  the 
heavy  seas  she  has  to  go  thro'  between  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
and  the  south  cape  of  New  Holland,  will  plead  my  excuse  for  any 
unintentional  impropriety  I  may  commit  in  thus  respectfully  sub- 
mitting this  statement  to  your  consideration. 

By  my  reports  to  your  Honorable  Board  after  being  obliged  to 

put  back  to  Sheemess  with  the  loss  of  two  anchors,  I  beg  to  reoH 

A  crank        your  attention  to  the  crank  state  of  the  Porpoise,  as  I  have  no 

doubt  she  would  have  reached  the  Downs  long  before  the  gafe 
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became  so  violent  bad  she  been  stiff  enough  to  have  stood  under  1799 
a  very  moderate  sail,  instead  of  which  I  had  the  mortification  to 
see  several  small  vessels  pass  me  with  all  their  small  sails  set,  gpeh, 
while  the  Porpoise  would  not  bear  her  mainsail  or  topgallant  sails. 
As  the  hold  was  stowed  under  my  own  inspection  before  the  ship 
left  Deptford,  I  can  safely  assert  that  her  crankness  was  by  no 
means  owing  to  any  improper  stowage;  but  on  being  supplied  with 
the  twenty  tons  additional  iron  ballast,  in  order  to  place  it  to  the 
best  advantage,  I  unstowed  great  part  of  the  hold,  and  placed  the 
weight  as  low  as  possible. 

It  being  light  winds  on  my  second  passage  to  the  Downs,  I  The  second 
oonld  not  form  much  judgement  of  the  effects  of  the  iron  ballast  tSe^wni. 
and  restowage  of  the  hold,  but  she  appeared  rather  stiffer,  altho' 
still  very  tender;  and  in  this  place  I  beg  to  observe  the  pilot 
refused  taking  charge  of  the  ship  unless  means  were  taken  to 
make  the  ship  stiffer,  and  that  she  had  more  men  to  work  her,  as 
he  found  it  impossible  to  weigh  the  anchor.  By  my  letter  of 
yesterday's  date  I  had  the  honor  of  informing  you  that  by  Admiral 
Peyton's  orders  I  took  charge  of  a  convoy  of  eighty-four  merchant 
ships,  and  sailed  from  the  Downs  the  30th  ult.,  the  wind  KN.E. 
The  ship's  draught  of  water  at  that  time  was  1 5  ft.  1 1  ins.  forward, 
16  ft.  0  ins.  aft.  After  getting  round  the  foreland,  I  observed 
that  the  Porpoise  sailed  very  bad — ^that  almost  the  whole  of  the 
convoy  were  under  their  topsails,  whilst  the  Porpoise  was  carrying 
every  sail  that  could  be  set. 

In  the  evening  the  wind  veered  to  the  northward  ;  in  the  night 
it  fell  little  wind,  and  in  the  morning  a  bieeze  sprung  up  from 
E.S.E.,  from  that  to  S.E.,  and  before  daylight  it  came  on  to  blow 
so  very  hard  and  extremely  thick  that  I  did  not  think  it  prudent  Thick 
to  attempt  running  for  Spithead  with  a  large  convoy.  I  therefore 
hauled  to  the  southward,  and  brought  the  ship  too,  in  hopes 
the  weather  would  clear  that  I  might  see  the  land.  On  Friday 
evening,  the  weather  moderating  a  little,  I  endeavoured  to  make 
the  land,  and  stood  in  to  nineteen  or  twenty  fathoms.  At  the 
dose  of  the  evening,  not  being  able  to  make  the  land,  I  hauled  to 
the  southward  again,  as  did  the  convoy.  Next  morning  (Satur- 
day) I  stood  in  and  made  Dunnose,  bearing  N.  W.,  the  wind  being 
N.  by  E.  I  used  every  endeavor  to  get  to  windward  with  the 
remainder  of  the  convoy,  most  of  which  had  parted  company  in 
the  different  gales. 

All  the  other  ships  in  company  were  considerably  to  windward 
of  jus  on  Sunday  morning,  except  one  West  Indiaman,  which 
was  to  leeward,  under  single-reefed  topsails,  courses,  and  maintop- 
gallant-sails,  whilst  the  Porpoise  could  with  difficulty  carry  close-  a  bad  sailer. 
reefed  topsails,  foresail,  main  and  mizen  staysail,  owing  to  her 
extreme  crankness,  which  by  no  means  made  the  sail  I  have 
already  described  adviseable  to  carry,  had  I  not  been  anxious  to 
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get  the  ship  to  an  anchoi-age,  and  its  being  daylight.  Havbg 
stated  these  circumstances  to  your  Honorable  Board,  I  humbly 
beg  leave  to  offer  an  opinion  that  I  do  not  think  the  inconvenioMe 
of  her  extreme  crankness,  and  consequent  bad  sailing  from  not 
being  able  to  carry  sail,  can  be  remedied  by  any  other  means  than 
by  removing  the  plant-cabin  from  the  quarter-deck,  where  I  humUy 
conceive  it  acts  as  a  very  powerful  lever,  its  weight  being  five 
tons,  and  placed  so  very  high  that  I  hope  the  propriety  of  this 
remark  will  appear  so  obvious  as  to  merit  your  attention. 

I  also  beg  leave  further  to  state  that  the  'tween  decks  is  filled 
from  the  aftermost  part  of  the  main  hatchway,  close  aft  the  bulk- 
head of  the  gun-room  cabins,  with  bales  of  cloth,  <fec.,  and  from  the 
foremost  part  of  the  fore  hatchway  with  light  cases  of  a  veiy 
largo  size,  containing  weavers'  tools,  spinning-wheels,  «fec.,  whici 
occupy  almost  the  entire  'twixt  decks. 

As  I  understand  a  ship  is  taken  up,  and  that  other  ships  are 
taking  up  in  the  river  to  go  to  New  South  Wales,  I  huoibly  beg 
to  suggest  the  propriety  of  part  of  those  articles  being  landed  befe 
or  sent  by  one  of  these  ships,  and  a  place  built  on  each  side  of  the 
mainmast,  betwixt  decks,  for  the  reception  of  the  plants,  whidi 
may  be  composed  of  stantions,  with  a  netting. 

By  this  means  the  lever  will  be  removed  from  the  quarter-deck, 
and  the  weight  brought  lower  down,  which,  I  hope,  would  make 
the  ship  much  stiffer  and  more  seaworthy  than  she  now  is. 

I  am,  &c., 
■  Wm.  Scott. 

Sir  Joseph  Banks  to  The  Navy  Board.* 

(Banks  Papei-s.) 

Honorable  Gentlemen,  Soho  Square,  11th  Feb.,  1799. 

In  answer  to  the  letterf  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  froni 
you  yesterday,  enclosing  one  from  Lieut  Wm.  Scott,  commander 
of  his  Majesty's  ship  Porpoise,  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  ^t 
having  myself  little  experience  in  the  management  of  plants 
placed  between  the  decks  of  a  ship,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  be 
answerable  for  the  success  of  the  measures  proposed  by  lieut 
Scott  of  removing  the  plants  intended  for  New  South  Wales 
from  the  cabbin  erected  for  their  accommodation  to  the  space  in 
the  'tween  decks  between  the  main  hatchway  and  the  bulkhead  of 
the  gun-room. 

I  once  sent  a  cargo  of  plants  from  the  Royal  Gardens  at  Kew 
to  St.  Petersburgh.  They  were  stowed  in  the  hold  of  a  smaD 
vessel,  and  all  of  them  arrived  safe  at  Cronstadt,  tho'  they  had  a 
long  and  boisterous  passage.  I  have  also  frequently  received 
living  plants  from  the  East  Indies  that  have  been  preserved 


*  Draft  of  a  letter  in  Sir  Joseph  Banlcs's  handwriting,  but  unsigned, 
t  Ante,  p.  536. 


THE  PLANT-CABIN  ON   H.M.8.  PORPOISE.  539 

during  the  long  passage  from  thence  to  Europe  in  the  cabbiiis  of  1709 
passengers.  I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  in  case  good  care  is  xi  Feb. 
taken  of  the  plants  in  their  intended  situation  between  decks,  and 
all  opportunities  of  giving  them  air  made  use  of,  that  the  largest 
part  of  the  cargo  will  arrive  safe  at  its  destination,  unless  the 
passage  is  unusually  unfortunate ;  and  as  there  are  three  professed 
gardeners  on  board,  it  will  be  easy  to  have  the  whole  of  the  boxes, 
which  are  only  eighteen  in  number,  brought  upon  deck  on  all 
proper  occasions  of  mild  weather,  and  taken  down  again  on  the 
smallest  appearance  of  a  gale. 

I  beg  leave,  however,  to  remark  that  the  weight  of  five  tons,  weight  of 
supposed  to  be  that  of  the  plant-cabbin  and  its  contents,  seems  J^bin!**^^ 
to  me  to  be  a  conjecture  far  above  what  the  real  weight  is, 
and  therefore  to  request  that,  before  the  plant-cabbin  is  removed 
from  the  place  where  it  now  is,  one  of  the  eighteen  boxes  may 
be  weighed,  and  also  such  parts  of  the  plant-cabbin  as  can  be 
separated  from  it,  and  an  estimate  formed  by  the  carpenter,  or 
some  other  proper  officer,  of  the  real  weight,  for  the  information 
of  your  Board.  If  it  should  prove  to  weigh  not  more  than  half 
what  it  is  estimated  at,  it  is  possible  that  as  no  part  of  it  is  raised 

above  the *  of  the  sides,  and  it  therefore  cannot  hold  any 

wind,  and  as  the  weight  of  it  lies  exactly  in  the  center  of  the  deck, 
that  the  crankiness  of  the  vessel  may  be  owing  to  other  causes, 
and  the  usual  remedy  of  a  doubling  be  found  necessary,  even  after 
the  plant-cabbin  has  been  taken  away. 


Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 

(Banks  Papers.) 

4,  St.  George's  Square,  Portsea, 
Dear  Sir,  1 1  th  February,  1799. 

I  received  yours  of  the  9th  yesterday,  and  should  have  Tiic  plant- 
answered  it  by  return  of  post,  but  waited  to  see  Mr.  Scott,  or  go  h.m?8!" 
on  board  myself  to  make  the  proper  enquiries  of  him  respecting  Porpoise. 
the  weight  of  the  garden,  &c.,  but  the  weather  being  very  bad  I 
have  not  been  able  to  go  off,  nor  Mr.  Scott  to  come  on  shore.     I 
lament  very  much  the  necessity  there  appears  for  removing  the 
garden,  as  the  loss  to  the  colony  will  be  very  great,  and  the  benefit 
that  would  have  resulted  from  your  bounty  and  labour  to  that  part 
of  the  world  be  entirely  done  away. 

The  complaint  against  the  ship  by  Mr.  Scott,  who  I  have  not 
seen  since  his  first  landing  (as  he  returned  on  board  immediately 
after),  is  her  bad  sailing  and  not  answering  her  helm  when  going 
large,  also  her  extreme  tenderness  and  inability  to  carry  saiL     The  ^«>^}[Jf 
instances  he  gave  me  of  this  was  that  when  going  large  with  a  fresh  tlbe  ship! 

•  Word  iUegible. 
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gale  at  E.N.E.  he  had  all  his  square  and  flying  sails  aeti  whikfc 
nearly  the  whole  of  his  convoy,  ei^ty-three  sail,  could  with  diffi- 
culty be  kept  astern  of  him,  they  having  little  and  no  sails  set; 
and  that)  whilst  going  large,  his  ship  frequently  yawed  so  mudi 
against  her  helm  as  to  make  the  vessells  near  him  run  foul  q£  each 
other.  As  the  garden  has  nothing  to  do  with  this,  I  shall  pass  on 
to  her  extreme  crankness.  After  the  Porpoise  and  a  great  part  ol 
the  convoy  were  driven  past  Dunnose,  and  had  to  beat  to  wind- 
ward, when  the  gale  moderated  Mr.  Scott  found  it  haKardom  to 
carry  double  or  close-reefed  topsail,  foresail,  maintop  and  mix.  staj- 
sails,  whilst  a  vessel  considerably  to  leeward  of  him  soon  got  to 
windward,  carrying  whole  topsails,  maintop-gaUantsail,  and  courses, 
which  inability  of  carrying  a  proper  press  of  sail  might  be  of  serious 
consequences  on  a  lee  shore,  from  which  it  would  be  impossible  to 
beat  off,  and  therefore  recommended  the  garden  being  removed 
from  the  height  it  was  placed  on  to  the  'tween  decks  as  a  probable 
means  of  making  the  ship  more  stiff.  As  near  as  I  can  recollect^ 
the  above  is  the  substance  of  Mr.  Scott's  observations  respecting 
the  bad  qualitys  of  the  ship. 

Eespecting  her  bad  sailing  and  steerage,  they  may,  in  some 
measure,  be  improved  by  consulting  her  trim  when  in  moderate 
latitudes ;  altho',  from  the  construction  of  the  ship,  I  never 
formed  any  idea  of  her  sailing,  even  tolerably,  which,  perfaape^ 
would  have  been  the  case  had  ten  feet  been  added  to  her  length. 
However,  as  this  does  not  concern  the  garden,  I  will  give  you  my 
ideas  on  that  head,  in  which  I  may  make  an  error  of  a  few  inches 
in  tlie  dimensions  I  am  about  to  state,  as  it  is  entirely  from 
recollection  ;  however,  imperfect  as  it  may  be,  it  will  serve  to  give 
you  some  idea  of  the  ship.  From  the  bonds  to  the  top  of  her  gun- 
wale is  about  10  feet  6  inches,  and  from  abreast  of  the  mainmast 
close  aft  she  has  a  bulwark  or  barricaded  quarters  about  8  inches 
thick  and  about  6  feet  high,  including  the  sheer-rail,  which  makes 
about  16  feet  topworks  abaft  the  mainmast,  and  10  feet  6  inches 
forward.     As  she  drew ♦  when  she  left  the  Downs, 


proportion  of  the  topwork  out  of  the  water  to  that  below  it— 
before  the  mainmnst — i.c.,  10  feet  6  inches — is  by  no  means  too 
great;  but  it  appears  equally  evident,  and  as  confirmed  by  the  trial 
of  the  ship,  that  the  great  height  and  weight  of  upper  works 
ahaft  the  viain?nast,  and  the  weight  of  the  garden,  must  great^ 
contribute  to  the  crankness  complained  of,  which  will  be  sufficiently 
obvious  when  her  shortness  and  depth  are  considered.  When  I 
saw  Mr.  Scott  he  told  me  that  he  had  calculated  the  weight  of  the 
boxes,  &c.,  to  be  five  tons  (calculating  from  the  weight  of  one  box)f 

and  the  garden 1  ^c.,  at  another  ton.     This  certainly  is  » 

great  weight  at  the  extremity  of  the  axis  in  a  heavy  sea  and  stroi^ 
wind.  But  how  far  that  may  be  remedied  by  the  following  stepi^ 
without  removing  the  garden,  must  depend  on  the  Navy  Board's 

*  Blank  in  numoflcrlpL       t  Word  iUegiU*. 
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deliberations  on  the  master's  observations;  and  I  am  sorry  that  I  1799 
have  not  seen  Mr.  Scott  to  consult  bim  on  it,  before  I  mention  it  to  n  Feb. 
3rou,  in  case  the  Navy  Board  should  communicate  with  you  on  the 
subject.  No  man  could  express  more  concern  than  did  the  master 
at  the  necessity  of  making  his  statement  to  the  Board,  both  to 
myself  as  well  as  Capt.  Phillip,  who  was  present,  and  lamented  Phillip  and 
this  disappointment  in  the  event  of  the  garden  being  removed,  *"^* 
having  promised  himself  the  satisfaction  of  carrying  so  rich  a 
treasure  to  that  colony.  Since  seeing  him  the  first  day  of  his 
arrival,  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  the  utility  of  the  plants  to  the 
colony  merits  the  garden  being  continued  where  it  is  if  possible, 
as  their  existence  in  any  other  situation  is  very  doubtful.  I  have 
also  thought  that  the  great  height  and  weight  of  the  quarters 
above  the  slieer-rail  abaft  the  mainmast  might  be  dispensed  with 
in  a  vessell  not  designed  for  fighting,  as  it  must  greatly  operate 
against  the  vessell's  stiffness,  and  being  enabled  to  carry  such  sail 
as  events  might  require  in  particular  situations.  I  should  there-  King's 
fore  propose  all  that  barricading  to  be  taken  away  and  wooden  Pfoposal*. 
or  iron  rails  or  stanchions  being  put  in  its  place,  with  a  netting 
and  weather-cloth ;  there  might,  also,  be  braces  to  these  rails  or 
steintions  to  stow  hammocks  in  occasionally.  This  change  and 
more  iron  ballast  might,  probably,  do  away  the  inconvenience 
attending  the  garden ;  and  if  the  ship  should  eventually  be  in 
sach  a  situation  that  the  garden  might  endanger  her  safety,  let 
its  contents  be  thrown  overboard,  if  no  room  can  l>e  prepared  for 
it  below,  for  certainly  the  benefit  of  the  plants  to  the  colony  is 
worth  that  risque,  and  it  is  not  clear  that  removing  the  bulwark 
(in  the  colony)  may  not  be  necessary  when  the  ship  has  not  so 
much  to  keep  her  down  in  the  water  as  she  has  at  present.  There 
is  one  circumstance  I  have  omitted  answering  to  your  letter  :  The 
top  of  the  garden  is  rather  lower  than  the  top  of  the  barricades. 

In  having  made  this  statement  I  fear  I  have  said  too  much,  being  His  fear  of 
only  a  passenger  in  the  ship,  in  case  you  should  judge  necessary  ^^J^ 
to  have  any  communication  with  the  Board  on  this  business,  but  I 
hope  the  liberality  of  tlie  Navy  Board  will  excuse  any  interference 
of  mine  which  may  appear  presuming ;  nor  should  I  have  men- 
tioned this  much  without  consulting  Mr.   Scott,  if  there  was  a 
possibility  of  my  seeing  him  before  the  post  went  out.     As  the 
wind  blows  strong  from  the  W.S.W.,  I  think  it  is  probable  we 
shall  be  detained  here  some  time,  which,  in  fact,  is  of  no  great 
consequence,  as  the  season  is  so  far  advanced  that  we  are  now 
certain  of  a  winter's  passage  between  the  two  Capes,  if  we  go  any 
time  between  this  and  May.     Perhaps  we  may  go  with  the  India 
convoy.     I  have  kept  Cayley  on  shore  until  I  can  fix  his  mess-  George 
mates  on  board.     He  seems  much  distressed  about  the  loss  of  his  ^^^y- 
microscope.     I  am  very  sorry  I  neglected  to  call  upon  Sir  John 
Henalow  £or  the  plan  <k  the  plant-eablan,  which  you  lent  me,  and 
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1700      which  I  lent  to  Sir  John,  he  having  at  that  time  mislaid  the  copy 

11  Feb.     ^6  h^     I  have  written  to  him  by  this  post,  and  requested  hun 

to  forward  it  to  you,  which  I  hope  you  will  get,  and  canoot 

sufficiently  blame  myself  for  this  neglect.     I  hope  you  continue 

well,  and  am,  with  the  most  respectful  attachment, 

Yours,  &c., 

Philip  Gidley  Knrc. 

Kamsden  had  not  finished  the  small  quadrant  for  Gayley  preyious 
to  my  leaving  London,  nor  was  I  able  to  get  from  him  the  commoa 
compass  he  was  to  furnish  Cayley  with  ;  perhaps  he  has  not  yet 
done  it. 


Lieutenant-Governor  Kino  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 

(Banks  Papers.) 

4,  St.  George's  Square,  Portseft;, 
12  Feb.         Dear  Sir,  12th  Februaiy,  1799. 

Weight  of  I  received  your  note  of  yesterday,  and  went  on  board  the 

box«  on^he  I*<^rp<^^  ^^is  moming  with  an  officer  from  the  guard  to  weigh  the 
Porpoiae.  boxes,  *kc.,  the  i*esult  of  which  I  suppose  will  be  reported  to  the 
Navy  Board  by  this  post  for  your  information.  As  it  blew  ex- 
treemly  hard  we  did  not  get  ashore  till  late,  therefore  I  cannot 
give  you  any  account  of  the  weight,  as  it  was  not  calculated,  bat  I 
am  inclined  to  think  it  will  not  be  so  much  as  the  five  tons ;  how- 
ever, you  will  hear  of  it  from  the  Navy  Board.  I  think  my  letter 
of  yesterday  may  not  be  pleasant  to  the  Navy  Board,  hut  still  I 
hope  they  saw  it,  for  the  ship  most  certainly  is  the  worst  calco- 
lated  I  ever  saw  for  such  a  service.  As  everyone  here  approves 
the  idea  of  removing  the  bulwarks,  I  hope  that  will  be  done,  and 
some  of  the  stores  got  out  to  make  a  place  for  the  garden  in 
State  of  the  case  it  should  be  necessary  to  remove  them  below.  The  plants  in 
plants.  general  look  very  well,  except  the  tender  ones,  which  are  certainly 
gone.  Souter  has  been  very  seasick  and  unwell  ever  since  the  ship 
left  Sheemess,  but  as  Gearish  has  been  well,  no  care  has  been 
wanting.     I  beg  my  respects  to  the  ladies,  and  am,  Jbc., 

Philip  Gidley  Kikg, 


Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 

(Banks  Papers.) 

3,  St.  George's  Square,  Portsea, 

13  Feb.         Dear  Sir,  13th  February,  1799. 

I  hope  you  received  my  letter  of  the  11th,*  which  I  »o 
rather  doubtful  of,  as  you  do  not  mention  it  in  yours  which  I 

*  Ante,  p.  640i 
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received  to  day.     As  the  garden  is  considerably  less  than  the  five       1799 
tons,  not  being  four,  I  conclude  it  will  remain ;  perhaps  the  bulwark     13  p^i, 
on  the  quarter  being  removed,  and  light  low  railing  in  its  place,       -— 
may  amend  the  crankness ;  and  if  the  Navy  Board  should  judge  porpoi'se. 
proper  to  order  the  cloathing  from  the  'tween  decks  on  shore  here 
for  some  other  ship  to  bring  out,  then  stuff  might  be  put  on  board  to 
make  an  inclosure  for  the  greatest  part  of  the  plants  between  decks, 
for  it  will  be  in  the  passage  between  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and 
Van  Diemen's  Land  that  the  removal  of  the  garden  below  (or  at 
least  its  contents)  will  be  an  ease  to  the  ship,  and  of  no  detriment  to 
the  plants.     From  the  ship's  sailing  and  steering  so  bad  there  is  no 
other  remedy  than  lengthening  her.    I  do  assure  you  the  accounts 
of  the  masters  of  West  Indiamen  that  came  round  under  her  convoy 
from  the  Downs  presents  us  a  gloomy  presage  of  a  tedious  and  long  A  jfioomy 
voyage,  exclusive  of  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  her  being  p^^^p*^^- 
pooped  by  the  heavy  seas  we  must  meet  on  the  latter  part  of  the 
passage,  for  according  to  all  accounts  she  absolutely  refuses  to 
answer  her  helm  when  going  anything  large.* 

As  I  presume  Mr.  Dalrymple  will  be  with  you  this  morning, 
may  I  request  you  will  be  so  good  to  tell  him  that  altho'  I  cannot 
just  yet  lay  my  hand  on  the  N.  Zealander's  chart,  yet  he  may 
be  assured  of  it.  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Nepean  about  a  copy  of  the 
French  survey  of  the  harbour  of  Van  Diemen's  Land  that  is  in  charts  and 
Mr.  D.'s  possession,  but  have  received  no  answer.  If  Mr.  D.  will  J<>""^^- 
have  the  goodness  to  send  my  journals  and  the  copy  of  Bampton^s 
passage  to  Mr.  Sykes's,  Arundel-street,  it  will  be  forwarded  to  me  ; 
and  I  think  that  will  be  the  best  way  for  Cayley's  things  to  be 
forwarded.  lie  is  much  rejoiced  at  his  microscope  being  found. 
Souter  has  been  extreemly  ill  during  the  passage,  but  the  garden 
has  been  well  attended  by  Grim  wood's  man.  I  think  everything 
looks  far  better  than  I  expected  to  find  them. 

I  shall  very  anxiously  expect  the  returns  from  the  Navy  Board 
to  the  report  gone  from  here  respecting  the  garden. 

I  am,  &c,, 

P.  G.  King. 

Ifote  in  the  handwriting  of  Sir  Joseph   Banks : — The  exact  weijrht  of 
weight  of  the  garden  and  every  part  of  it  will  be  reported  by  this  piant-<»bin. 
post  to  be  3  tons  3  cwt.  3  qr.     Every  box  was  weighed — tarpaul- 
ing,  gratings,  glass,  (fee.    The  Commissioners  report  it  to  the  Board 
this  post.      As  they  were  not  ordered  to  report  anything  but  the 
weight,  that  only  will  be  done. 

Mr.  Gelpin  says  that  the  weight  of  the  garden  will  operate  in  a 
heel  with  a  force  equal  to  produce  1 J  degrees  The  largest  heel 
lie  has  measured  was  45  degrees. 

*  Tho  Porpolte  wm  eventually  replaced  by  another  vessel.— Post,  p.  723  and  note. 
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1799  Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Sib  Joseph  Banks. 

(Banks  Papers.) 

3,  St  Gorge's  Square,  Portsea, 
14  Feb.         Sir,  14th  February,  1799. 

King's  I  am  so  much  impressed  with  what  I  have  heard  from  the 

oerning  the  master  of  the  Porpoise,  as  well  as  everyone  else  who  saw  her  on 
Porpoise,  jj^  passage  round,  that  I  have  written  a  letter  to  S.A.EL,*  d 
which  the  enclosed  is  a  rough  copy,  which  I  have  eveiy  fear  yon 
will  not  be  able  to  decypher.  I  have  no  very  sanguine  idea  that 
the  proposal  will  be  accceded  to  ;  but  I  hope  you  will  think  I  hafe 
not  done  an  improper  thing  except  in  putting  you  to  an  expenoe^ 
but  I  thought  it  necessary  you  should  be  informed  of  what  I  have 
done.  I  am,  &c, 

Philip  Gidlby  King. 

I  should  have  written  a  fair  copy,  but  I  am  rather  late  for  the 
post.  May  I  request  the  copy  being  returned,!  and  will  be  obliged 
to  you  to  mention  whether  the  plan  has  been  returned. 

I  could  not  tell  Sir  Andrew  my  authority,  but  the  builder  told 
me  if  the  business  was  ordered  to  be  done  it  might  be  eompleated 
in  three  weeks. 

[EInclosure.] 

LiEUT.-GovERNOR  KiNG  TO  SiR  A.  Hamond.    (Banks  Papere.) 

Sir,  14th  February,  1799. 

Kind's  Had  I  not  been  long  acquainted  with  your  liberality  and 

addrewfinff  ^^^  ^^^  ^^®  success  of  his  Majesty^s  service,  I  should  not  have 
Hamond.  dared  to  hazard  your  disapprobation  for  addressing  you  on  a  sub- 
ject which  may  appear  to  interfere  with  a  business  that  does  not 
altogether  concern  me,  but  that  I  am  urged  by  a  sense  of  duty  I 
deem  owing  to  a  colony  the  prosperity  of  which  is  so  intimately 
connected  with  the  capability  of  the  ships  ordered  for  its  servioea 
I  must  therefore  throw  myself  on  your  candour  and  known  public 
spirit  to  excuse  any  unintentioned  errors  I  may  commit. 

As  Mr.  Scott  Las  shewn  me  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  the  Board 

respecting  the  bad  qualitys  of  the  Poipoise,  I  have  taken  some 

His  inquiries  P^ins  to  enquire  of  the  masters  of  the  vessels  that  sail  under  his 

concerning    convoy  from  the  Downs,  who  all  join  in  one  opinion  "that  tJ»e 

Porpoise.      Porpoise  would  neither  sail  or  steer  going  large,  and  that  wbea 

beating  to  windward  after  the  gale  she  was  under  a  very  low  sail 

and  fell  bodily  to  leeward,  while  every  other  vessel  was  carrying 

a  proper  sail  for  the  weather,  and  getting  fast  to  windward." 

•  Sir  Andrew  Hamond,  Comptroller  of  the  Navy  Board. 

i  The  oopy  was  i^iparently  retomed  to  Kins ;  before  doing  ao,  howeTer,  BHika  cmH" 
it  to  bo  copied,  and  it  is  this  copy,  in  the  handwriting  of  Banks**  derk,  thai  hM  kMi 
preserved. 


KAK 
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Respecting  her  bad  sailing  and  steering,  I  humbly  conceive,  and  1799 
in  which  opinion  neither  Mr.  Scott  or  myself  are  singular,  it  is  14  peb. 
owing  to  her  extreme  shortness,  fullness,  and  depth,  which,  with 
the  weight  and  height  of  her  barricaded  quarter,  the  garden  appears 
equally  to  contribute  to  her  extreme  tenderness.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  take  the  liberty  of  submitting  to  your  superior 
judgment  and  consideration  the  eventual  disappointment  that  will 
happen  to  the  ship  and  colony  in  her  present  state. 

As  £ar  as  respects  her  safely  going  to  the  colony,  I  have  no  xhe  voyage 
doubt  but  it  may  be  expected  that  iE  she  will  not  steer  coming  gl^i^ 
down  Channel  in  comparatively  smooth  water   that   the  same  Wales, 
fault  will  be  greater  in  the  heavy  seas  she  will  have  to  encounter 
between  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope  and  So.  Cape  of  N.  Holland, 

where  for  a  tract  of *  leagues  the  wind  blows  constantly  from 

N.W.  round  by  N.  to  S.W.,  with  heavy  gales  and  a  great  sea, 
and  the  consequence  of  a  ship's  broaching  to  are  better  known  to 
yoa  than  I  can  attempt  to  describe. 

I  shall  now  take  the  liberty  of  bringing  to  your  recollection  The  sirius 
the  awkward  situation  of  the  Sirius  on  a  lee  shore  off  Van  D*s  Jlhorir 
Land,  on  her  returning  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  New  S. 
Wales  in  1789,  when  nothing  but  a  fortunate  veering  of  the  wind 
two  points  in  her  favor  released  her  from  one  of  those  situations 
where  every  soul  must  have  shared  the  instant  fate  of  the  ship  ; 
but  by  being  stiff  and  able  to  carry  sail  she  happily  clawed  off  a 
strait  lee  shore,  which  extends  from  the  So.  Cape  of  N.  Holland 
and  Port  Jackson, t  and  several  vessels  have  experienced  similar 
risques  by  easterly  gales  coming  on  before  they  have  reached  Port 
Jackson,  and  should  the  Porpoise  be  in  that  situation  in  her 
present  state  I  have  my  doubts  of  her  being  so  fortunate  as  many 
other  ships  would  be. 

I  must  further  trespass  on  your  patience,  sir,  by  supposing  her  The 
safe  arrived  at  Port  Jackson.     It  is  here,  sir,  that  I  feel  myself  ^^^ 
particularly  interested  in  the  ship  being  equal  to  perform  the  ser-  Jackson, 
vices  expected  from  her,  and  which  I  am  confident  would  be  highly 
gratifying  to  your  well-known  zeal  for  promoting  and  furthering 
the  public  interest  and  welfare.     Two  services  immediately  present 
themselves  on  her  arrival — going  to  Norfolk  Island  with  or  for 
provisions,  &c.,  and  being  sent  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  for  cattle. 
She  has  now  upwards  of  22  tons  of  shingle  and  80  iron  ballast. 
That  quantity  must  be  doubled  to  make  her  half  as  stiff  as  she  is 
now,  after  having  delivered  a  very  trifling  cargo  at  Norfolk  Island, 
Mrhere  the  Sirius  was  lost  from  not  answering  her  helm.     If  sent  services 
to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  what  may  not  be  expected  from  the  SSJ^ll^o^^** 
scurvy  incident  to  a  passage  round  by  Cape  Horn  lengthened  beem- 

*  Blank  in  Dianuaoript. 

t  See  Vol.  i,  part  2,  pp.  874  and  876,  and  Vol.  U,  pp.  706  and  700. 
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1790  beyond  twelve  weeks)  She  raaj  be  laden  witb  coals  at  the  Chpe 
^4  Feb.  [?  Colony],  which  will  be  a  great  saving  to  the  public,  and  maketbe 
ship  as  stiff  as  she  is  at  present ;  but  in  returning,  laden  witk 
cattle,  she  will  have  every  disadvantage,  inica^eaaed  by  the  god- 
sumption  of  water  and  provisions  in  the  passage,  altho'  it  is  tne 
the  latter  may  be  supplied  by  salt-water. 

Having  detailed  the  inconveniencies  and  disadvantages  of  ber 
present  state  and  quality,  and  the  effect  it  may  eventually  have  of 
once  more  depriving  the  colony  of  a  ship  otherways  stnmg^y  con- 
structed, and  will  be  extremely  durable  if  no  acfadent  happen  to 
her,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  an  opinion,  in  whidi  I  have  Mr.  Soofct^ 
concurrence,  as  well  as  every  other  person's  who  has  seen  the  flb^ 
Proposed      which  IS  that  if  she  is  lengthened  10,  12,  or  14  feet  she  will  eer- 
oft^e^vene!  ^'^^J  ^^  ^^^  steer  much  better,  and  be  altogether  mndi  idor 
'  seaworthy  than  she  is  at  present ;  and  as  she  will  stow  much  more 
than  she  does  at  present  in  her  hold,  much  of  her  crankness  iiaj 
be  removed,  and  more  so  if  a  rail  and  netting  is  unbctitnted  for  the 
other  barricading  she  has  on  her  quarters,  a  place  made  in  the  'tveen 

alterations.  ^qq\^q  with  stantions  and  a  netting  for  removing  the  plants  to 
occasionally.  I  need  not  inform  you  that  in  point  of  delaying  tlK 
voyage  by  an  alteration  of  this  kind,  was  the  ship  not  to  sail  for 
two  months  her  voyage  to  New  8.  Wales  from  the  Cape  would  be 
much  safer  and  better  ;  but  if  it  could  be  done  in  a  month,  dbe 
would  be  compleated  in  time  to  sail  with  the  E.L  convoy.  Is 
making  this  observation,  I  beg  to  assure  you,  sir,  that  my  laige 
family  and  the  expences  attendant  upon  remaining  here  ni^ 
was  I  so  disposed,  plead  greatly  for  suppressing  a  representatioD 
which  I  respectfully  think  my  situation  requires  I  should  sabodt 
to  your  candid  inspectioxL 

The  master.  I  must  again  obtain  your  indulgence  for  this  liberty,  and  u  I 
have  not  proceeded  without  Mr.  Scott's  concurrence  (who  would 
have  made  the  representation  himself  but  from  very  proper  motivtf 
of  delicacy),  I  hope  you  will  excuse  my  saying  that  I  have  eveiy 
reason  to  believe  the  choice  could  not  have  been  made  of  a  beUff 
oJ9icer  or  seaman  to  command  the  ship,  supposing  the  proposed 
alteration  to  be  iuadmissable  ;  but  should  the  measure  be  so  to 
tunate  to  meet  your  approbation,  he  will  write  an  official  le^ 
sentation  on  the  subject.  P.  G.  KerCu 

Decision  of  Menio,  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks : — In  answer  to  this  the  iNavy  Botfd 
Board^^^  propose  to  have  a  doubling  of  five  inches  extreme  breadth,  tapeniK 
downwards,  put  round  the  vessel,  her  rudder  heel  to  be  lengthened, 
and  an  addition  to  the  ^se  keel;  but  they  ask  whether  the  stiter 
thinks  the  faults  of  the  ship  may  l^e  remedied  by  taking  away  the 
garden  and  the  barricade,  which  the  Board  would  prefer  to  the 
other  mode. 
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UkBCrSeCBETARY   KiKG   to  LlEnTBNANTM>OVERNOB  KiKG.  1719 

My  Dear  Sir,  Whitehall,  19th  February,  1799.         WFeb. 

Sir  Jos.  Banks  has  put  into  my  hands  some  infomiation 
from  ]^.S.W.  which  makes  me  wish  to  see  you  for  a  few  hours  if 
practicable.  If,  therefore,  the  time  fixed  for  the  sailing  of  your 
ahip  will  allow  you,  I  wish  you  would  put  yourself  into  a  post- 
chmae  and  come  to  town.  As  you  come  on  account  of  the  public, 
the  public  must  take  charge  of  you.*  J.  King. 


G0VSRNC»t   HUKT£R  TO  ThE   DuKE   OF   PORTLAND,  f 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord  Duke,  2l8t  February,  1799.         21  Feb. 

To  write  more  than  1  have  already  done  on  the  effects  The 
which  have  long  attended  the  extensive  dealings  of  various  dis-  SuJoI!*^  *^' 
criptions  of  persons  in  this  colony  upon  the  true  and  permanent 
interest  of  the  settlement  I  have  no  desire,  nor  is  it  my  inclination 
to  dwell  upon  the  monopolys  which  have  been,  and  continue  to  be, 
made  of  the  little  comforts  which  are  sometimes  brought  hither 
upon  speculation.  I  shall  therefore  only  observe  that  my  best 
endeavours  to  get  the  better  of  such  acts  of  injustice  are  con- 
tinually frustrated  thro'  various  means  not  necessary  to  trouble 
jour  Grace  upon.  All  I  shall  say  is  tliat  the  bankruptcy  and  "Bank- 
4)eggary  which  is  the  consequence  cannot  fail  to  be  a  distressing  KS^^nr!"^ 
circumstance  to  a  feeling  mind.  I  will  not,  my  Lord,  add  more 
upon  these  truely  unpleasant  matters;  I  have  already  drawn  your 
Orace's  attention  probably  too  frequently  to  them.  I  have  also 
taken  the  liberty  of  pointing  out  the  means  by  which  we  may  get 
the  better  of  them  and  become  prosperous,  and  I  have  to  hope 
that  the  appearance  of  so  much  wretchedness  and  the  effect  it 
must  have  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  colony,  together  with  the 
sensations  which  it  occasions  so  often  in  me,  who  witness  it,  may 
operate  with  your  Grace  as  an  apology  if  I  have  said  more  than 
may  have  been  thought  necessary. 

My  next  concern,  my  Lord,  is  to  place  before  your  Grace  a  A  matter  of 
matter  of  some  importance  to  the  colony.  It  at  least  appears  as  *™P®'**"^' 
a  concern  of  some  consequence  to  me,  who  am  charged  with  all  the 
|mblic  affairs  of  the  settlement,  a  charge  which  no  artfuU  con- 
federation or  function  of  those  private  interests,  which  had  some 
time  past  been  in  the  most  determined  opposition  to  each  other, 
Drill  ever  dispose  me  to  shrink  from,  however  laborious  and  difficult 

^  The  outcome  of  this  interview  was  apparently  the  Lieutenant-Oovemor's  letter  to 
the  Under  Secretary  of  >ith  llarch,  1790,  podt,  p.  640. 

t  This  tetter  and  Its  enclosmres  (with  the  exception  of  enclosure  No.  10)  are  in  Hunter's 
handwriting. 
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1799      it  must  be  for  the  management  of  any  one  man,  whatever  may 
21  Fob.     ^  ^^  ability^  and  whose  mind  in  such  situation  must  be  continu- 
ally upon  the  stretch  to  prevent  the  public  suffering  from  the 
private  interest  of  individuals. 
Judge-  By  the  ship  Barwell  a  Mr.  Dore  arrived  here  with  the  appoint- 

Dore!^**^      ment  of  Depy.  Judge- Advocate  to  the  colony,  and  said  to  be  a 
professional  gentleman  of  the  law.     I  considered  this  circumstance 
as  a  very  comfortable  acquisition  to  this  settlement,  and,  I  trusted, 
would  l>e  a  vast  relief  to  my  mind.     He  had  not  been  long  arrived 
when,  finding  I  was  without  a  secretary,  and  had  been  for  two 
years,  thro'  the  departure  of  Capt.  David  Collins  from  the  colony. 
Secretary      he  solicited  that  appointment  from  me.     I  gave  it  him,*  together 
Governor,     with  the  best  advice  relative  to  his  public  duty  here  in  the  donUe 
office  of  Judge- Advocate  and  secretary  to  the  Governor,  which  I, 
who  knew  the  general  business  of  the  colony,  as  well  as  the  dif- 
ferent interests  in  it,  cou'd  with  propnety  offer  him.     I,  however, 
had  very  soon  cause  to  observe  that  he  was  determined  to  he 
Professional  goveni'd  by  his  own  views  and  interests  in  the  line  of  his  pro- 
innovations.  f^ggiQ,^^  a^d  to  follow,  Or  rather  to  establish,  such  rules  as  best 
suited  those  objects,  although  not  known  in  this  settlement  before 
his  arrival,  and  which  I  thought  ill-accorded  with  his  situation 
here,  either  as  an  officer  on  public  service,  paid  by  the  Crown,  or 
the  confidential  situation  in  which  he  stood  with  me.     In  whatever 
way  his  ideas  might  have  been  directed  (for  he  appeared  to  have 
been  counsel'd  since  his  arrival),  he  did  not  seem  to  me  to  be  so 
much  upon  his  guard  as  his  situation  required  he  shou'd  have  been. 
The  consequence  was  that  some  circumstances  took  place  in  hi^ 
Dispute        office  which  I  found  it  my  duty  to  take  notice  of.     This  brought 
Hunter  and  ^^^^^  ^'^  exchange  of  those  papers  which  I  send  inclos'd  for  yoor 
Dore.  Grace's  information,  as  they  will  better  serve  to  explain,  and  will 

render  any  other  observations  from  me  move  tlian  they  contain 
the  less  necessary.     From  these  you  will  see,  my  Lord,  that  I  have 
had  great  cause  for  being  displeased  with  Mr.  Dore's  manner  ol 
doing  his  duty,  and  for  withdrawing  that  confidence  I  was  dispos'd 
to  have  placed  him. 
Antajronisni       "^^^  ^'^^7  persons  whom  he  has  chosen  to  consider  as  his  best 
of  ijarties.     friends  are  the  most  loud  t«  other  places^  in  proclaiming  his  conduct 
inipn)per,  for  /tere,  my  Lord,  permit  me  to  observe,  Candour  is 
not  to  he  found,  and  Truth  has  long  since  taken  his  flight  from 
this  colony  ;  but  he  is  prevail'd  on  to  believe  that  all  but  mys^ 
approve  his  innovations  upon  the  former  mode  of  fulfilling  the 
dutys  of  his  office,  and  do  not  condemn  the  oppressive  expenoes 
Dore  and      he  has  thought  proper  to  levy  upon  all  who  have  occasion  to  resort 
court.^^       to  his  office  for  justice.     Twice,  my  Lord,  has  our  Court  of  Ciril 
Jurisdiction  been  set  aside  by  his  perverseness  and  impn^ 


*  See  Government  and  General  Ordor,  ante,  p.  407.    See  also  ante,  p. 
t  The  italics  in  this  letter  and  its  enclosures  are  Hunter's. 
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innovations,  which  the  other  members,  as  responsible  men,  cou'd       1789 
not  approve  or  admit,  and  in  a  manner,  too,  which  carried  with  it  a     21  Feb. 
mark'd  contempt,  not  only  of  the  Court  itself  then  assembled,  but 
of  the  authority  by  which  it  had  been  conven'd.     It  could  not 
have  been  suffered  to  pass  unnotic'd  in  any  Court  in  England. 
Upon  the  second  setting  aside  of  this  Court  without  doing  any 
business,  I  judged  it  necessary  to  assemble  the  principal  officers  Hunter 
of  the  colony — civil,  military,  and  naval.     I  informed  them  of  the  ^^^ 
diliicultys  planted  in  the  way  of  our  Civil  Court  by  this  gentle- 
man (No.  11).*     I  proposed  a  few  questions  for  their  consideration 
(No.    12).t     Mr.   Dore  has  claimed  apparently  a  right  and  an 
authority  to  change  the  very  sense  and  design  of  that  charter  by 
which  we  have  hitherto  been  governed  in  all  our  judicial  proceed- 
ings.    He  quibbles   upon  the  Patent  not  having  interdicted  or  Dore'a  con- 
forbidden  what  he  wishes,  from  pnvate  views,  to  introduce.     He  *«"**<>"• 
persists  in  being  in  possession  of  such  discretional  powers  as  no 
other  man  serving  that  office  in  this  country  ever  had  ;  but  I  know 
not  what  they  are,  nor  can  he  produce  them. 

Many  of  the  officers  inform 'd  me  that  the  people  were  loud  in  The  cost  of 
their  complaints  of  the  heavy  expences  attending  every  unavoid-  ***^^****"- 
able  application  to  his  office,  and,  untill  Mr.  Dore's  arrival,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  colony  received  justice  in  all  their  concerns 
without  expence.      Cou'd  vexatious  and  frivolous  prosecutions 
have  been  subjected  to  some  small  expence,  by  way  of  rendering 
tiiem  less  frequent,  I  conceive  it  wou'd  be  attended  with  advan- 
tage, and  in  that  I  wou'd,  as  far  as  I  may  be  authoris'd,  have  given 
my  sanction;  but  the  fees  said  to  be  demanded  in  the  Judge-  judge- 
Advocate's  office  are  out  of  all  reason.     His  demands  include  f^^°***®' 
stamps  and  all  the  revenues  derived  from  them  for  the  use  of  the 
State.     He  has  even  suffered  arrests  for  debt  to  be  issued  against 
the  public  labouring  servants  of  the  Crown,  who  are  not  supposed 
to  have  any  property  of  their  own,  and  they  have  continued  im- 
prisoned untUl  the  loss  of  their  labour  brought  it  to  my  know- 
ledge, and  I  issued  orders  J  forbidding  any  to  credit  them,  as  Crediting 
their  labour  wou'd  not  be  dispens'd  with  for  the  accommodation  *^"^<^*^ 
of  any  private  dealing  whatever.      Yet  such  arrests  have  been 
repeated,  no  doubt  because  a  fee  attended  them.     All  such  ex- 
pences are  felt  in  this  colony,  the  more  sensibly  from  none  having 
been  before  Mr.  Dore's  arrival  demanded ;  but  if  such  fees  are 
meant  to  be  sanctioned  by  Government,  I  have  only  to  wish 
information  upon  the  subject.     That  I  may  not  be  suppos'd  to 
approve  any  measure  which  may  be  considered  oppressive  upon 
the  people  (paper  No.  2),§  I  send  to  shew  your  Grace  how  highly 
fanproper  his  demands  are.     In  this  paper  it  will  appear  that  ho 

•  Post,  p.  571 .  t  Post,  p.  673. 

1  See  Qovemiuent  and  General  Order,  4th  October,  1798,  ante,  p.  495. 

i  Post,  p.  554. 
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expected,  as  a  professional  man,  he  shou'd  be  able,  bj  quoting  a  lew 
Acts  9f  Parliament,  to  bewilder  my  judgement,  as  well  as  that  of 
any  oilier  who  might  know  of  his  demands.  The  sums  rais'd  bj 
the  granting  licenses  to  victuallers  was  designed  by  me  to  be 
applied  to  the  erection  of  an  orphan-school.  Out  of  the  small  wm 
collected  this  year  your  Grace  will  discover  by  this  paper  what  fees 
of  oiiice  Mr.  Dore  has  demanded,  and  meant  to  keep  bade — we- 
third  of  the  whole  sum.  This  paper  is  his  own  statement  to  me 
when  I  desired  to  know  the  amount  of  the  sum  collected,  and  my 
observations  upon  liis  demands  appear  in  paper  No.  1.* 

You  will  see,  my  Lord,  by  the  accumulating  difficultys  whidi 
ai*e  continually  growing  up  from  some  unfortunate  cause  or  other, 
and  obstructing  every  endeavour  and  exertion  I  use  for  the  welfue 
of  this  distant  colony — you  will  see,  from  the  views,  objects,  and 
interests  of  individuals  (whose  duty  it  is  to  co-operate  with  the 
commander-in-chief  in  forwarding  every  public  measure)  being 
continually  in  opposition  to  the  public  interest,  and  the  generaUfy 
being  a])sorpt  in  private  dealings  of  some  kind  or  other,  and 
from  whose  monopolys  a  multitude  of  concealed  petty  dealers  are 
supplied,  who  carefully  watch  the  time  in  which  the  poor  and 
thoughtless  farmer  reaps  the  fruit  of  his  annual  labour ;  heinf 
without  an  opportunity  of  laying  out  his  little  earnings  to  ad- 
vantage, they  pour  in  upon  him  a  torrent  of  useless  and  often 
destructive  articles,  and  they  received  his  crop ;  thro'  this  means  he 
is  f recjuently  left  without  bread  for  his  family — ultimately  ruin'd, 
and  his  person  imprisoned  at  the  suit  of  those  petty  dealers. 
Tliis  class  of  people  we  find  have  subscribed  an  artfully  drawn  up 
paper,  t  fipproving  of  Mr.  Dore's  manner  of  arrests,  because  oob- 
venient  to  the  ruinous  trade  they  carry  on  with  the  farmer,  and 
not  less  so  to  the  new  revenues  of  the  Judge- Advocate's  office,  birt 
certainly  complete  bankruptcy  to  that  description  of  people  who 
ought  to  be  the  support  of  the  colony.  This  circumstance  of  itsd^ 
my  Lord,  is  so  truely  insignificant  as  a  defence  of  that  conduct 
which  the  other  members  of  the  Civil  Court  have  opposed  that  it 
cannot  appear  favourable  to  Mr.  Dore.  The  highly  improper 
manner  in  which  signatures  from  men,  two-thirds  of  whom  can 
neither  read  nor  write,  have  been  collected  does  no  credit  to 
the  office ;  were  the  management  of  it  strictly  proper,  it  wou'd 
stand  secure  upon  tliat  propriety,  without  the  mean  aid  of  sndi 
signatui^es. 

You  will  discover,  my  Loixl,  from  all  these  circumstances  whaift 
perplexing  situation  tliat  must  l>6  where  it  becomes  the  duty  of  an 
individual  to  oppose  the  private  interests  of  the  chief  inhabitant* 
of  the  colony,  and  of  some  of  its  principal  ofBcers,  or  if  he  falls  in  [in] 
any  way  with  their  wishes  for  the  sake  of  his  own  quiet  and  p»ce 

*  Post,  p.  552. 

t  This  **  artfully  drawn  up  paper"  is  miniiig. 
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oi  mind,  and  which  if  he  does  must  be  in  opposition  to  the  public       1769 
interest  and  his  public  instructions.     He  must  then  expose  himself     21  Feb. 
to  the  King's  displeasure  and  the  censure  of  his  Majesty's  minister. 
All  this,  my  Lord,  cou'd  be  done  away  completely  by  having  the  ^  remedy. 
colony  supplied  at  a  more  moderate  rate  from  home  with  such  of 
the  necessarys  of  life  as  are  not  produced  in  this  country,  and 
with  a  few  of  its  luxurys.     I  must  refer  to  my  letters,  Nos.  25  and 
30,*  in  which  I  took  the  liberty  of  proposing  a  measure. 

I  cannot  help  observing  in  this  place,  my  Lord,  that  the  prying  An  ui- 
eye  of  envy  and  ill-nature  will  never  be  at  a  loss  to  distinguish  in  ^JJESJ^ 
the  best  designs  or  most  commendable  actions  some  blemish  for 
oensure,  some  conspicuous  fault,  on  which  they  may  ^ut  the  desire 
of  a  malevolent  disposition  ;  those  who  are  not  incHn'd  to  afford 
their  aid  in  forwarding  any  public  measure  will  ever  be  most 
ready  to  discover  some  cause  or  object  for  illiberal  remarks.     Such 
characters  will  never  be  in  want  of  opportunitys  for  depreciating 
what  they  are  unwilling  to  assist,  and  such  persons  are  to  be  found 
m  this  settlement.     Were  the  whole  of  the  officers  in  this  country  officers  as 
strictly  charged  with  their  respective  dutys,  and  forbidden  any  traders. 
pivate  concern  whatever,!  except  agriculture  and  the  rearing  of 
Uve  stock,  they  might  do  well,  become  a  great  benefit  to  this 
territory,  and  be  amply  rewarded  for  their  attention.     A  merchant 
shoa'd  have  nothing  to  command  or  employ  his  attention  but  his 
merchandize ;  an  officer  ought  not,  therefore,  to  become  a  merchant, 
because  the  duty  of  either  the  one  or  the  other  will  suffer. 

The  seeds  of  that  kind  of  traffic  which  I  have  ever  considered  Hunter's 
injurious  to  the  success  of  the  laboring  farmer,  whose  prosperity  jJtuftt?on. 
is  surely  an  object  of  the  first  importance  to  this  colony,  together 
with  many  other  improper  customs  which  had  been  planted  here 
some  years  ago,  have  rendered  my  situation  truely  irksome.    Many 
are  the  indirect  attempts  which  have  been  made,  in  consequence 
of  my  objection  to  those  trading  schemes  and  interests,  to  throw 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  those  objects  which  have  been  my  chief  Difficulties 
care  for  the  advancement  of  the   public  interests  here ;  and  no  fj  Ws  way. 
doubt  with  a  view  to  the  heaping  one  vexation  upon   another 
ontill  the  weight  shou'd  be  felt  too  heavy  for  me  singly  to  bear. 
By  such  means  it  was  probably  hop'd  I  might  have  been  enduc'd 
to  have  desert'd  that  post  on  which  his  Majesty  had  been  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  plant  me,  and  to  throw  the  concerns  of  the 
colony  into  any  other  hands,  who  might   have   less  oppos'd  the 
▼lews  of  the  self-interested  part  of  the  settlement.     In  the  new  Dis. 
Judge- Advocate  I  did  expect  to  have  had  the  aid  and  confidence  JJ*^^^ 
of  one  officer  of  weight,  ability,  and  activity ;  but  I  soon  saw  the 

'*Ante,  pp.  219,  344. 

fHtinter  here  reiterates  the  complaint  contained  in  his  letters  to  Under  Secretary  Kin^ 
and  the  Duke  of  Portland.— Ante,  pp.  100,  212,  224,  225,  346,  387.  The  Duke  of  Portland 
(ante,  p.  480)  eyideotly  regarded  it  as  within  Hunter^  power  to  put  a  stop  to  this  practice 
of  the  officMS. 


od: 


HISTOBICAX   RECORDS  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


1790 

21  Feb. 


Detennines 
to  persevere. 


Waiting  for 
support. 


Courts  an 
investiga- 
tion. 


steps  which  were  pursued  immediatly  upon  his  arrival  to  lead  him 
from  that  direct  line  which  his  official  situation,  had  he  properly 
understood  it,  had  mark'd  out  for  him.  He  was  not  proof  against 
them  ;  he  was  weak  and  irresolute. 

Perseverance  on  public  service,  my  Lord,  is,  I  trust,  one  part  of 
my  character,  and  I  have  never  been  known,  in  a  long  constant 
and  faithful  service,  to  shrink  from  difficulty.  All  I  have  to 
ho|)e  is  that  I  may  receive  that  support  in  the  execution  of  my 
duty  and  the  exercise  of  that  portion  of  judgement  which  has 
fallen  to  my  lot  so  essential  to  the  situation  I  fill,  and  which  my 
general  conduct  may  intitle  to.  My  other  correspondence  has 
already  shewn  some  part  of  what  I  have  had  to  contend  with,  and 
I  trust  when  your  Grace  may  have  time  due  notice  will  be  taken 
of  all  my  representations.  Untill  that  period  I  will  continue  to 
persevere  and  hold  every  artful  attempt  to  cast  difficulty  before  me 
by  indirect  means  in  the  contempt  it  may  merit. 

Would  to  God,  my  Lord,  it  were  thought  an  object  worth  the 
attention  of  Government  to  have  this  settlement  examin'd  and 
its  concerns  thoroughly  investigated,  from  its  first  establishment 
or  since  my  last  arrival  in  it,  and  compared  with  its  present 
state,  as  well  as  that-  in  which  it  fell  into  my  hands,  and  also  to 
consider  the  means  and  assistance  which  have  been  afforded  me 
since  my  arrival  for  carrying  on  the  various  works  and  improve- 
ments which  have  since  been  executed.  On  such  an  examination 
by  impartial  judgement  I  wou'd  most  willingly  rest  my  future, 
nay,  my  eternal  existence.  Pardon  me,  my  Lord,  if  I  appear  too 
earnest.*  I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hukteb. 
[Enclosure  No.  1.] 
Governor  Hunter  to  Judge- Advocate  Dore. 

Sydney,  5th  December,  1798. 
A  variety  of  verbal  complaints  and  much  murmuring  having 
reach'd  the  Governor's  ear  upon  the  subject  of  certain  fees  and 
demands  made  from  the  office  of  the  Judge- Advocate,  the 
Governor  has  considered  it  highly  necessary  that  Mr.  Dore  shou'd 
receive  the  earlyst  information  upon  a  matter  which  so  materially 
concerns  his  official  situation,  and  the  more  particularly  so  as  no 
such  demands  have  ever  been  made  from  that  office  heretofore. 

The  Governor  has  particularly  examin'd  the  paper  laid  before 

ofwtoioui   ^^™  ^y  ^^-  ^^^®  "P^^  *^®  subject  of  establishing  certain  small 

litipxtioD.     expences  upon  all   vexatious  prosecutions,   and   in   which  Mr. 

Balmain  appears  to  have  agi*eed  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Dore.    The 

GovV,  in  his  answer  to  Mr.  Dore's  letter  inclosing  the  above 

paper,  agreed  in   thinking   that  some  steps  were  necessary  for 

*  The  difficulties  and  obstructions  enoountered  by  Hunter  in  the  performance  of  his  duty 
are  mentioned  in  his  letters  at  pp.  41, 167  et  teg.,  178,  209,  215,  232,  347, 603,  ante. 


Judge- 
Advocate's 
lees. 
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checking  the  increasing  numbers  of  frivolous  prosecutions,  and       1700 
observed  also  that  such  were  the  sentiments  of  Mr.  Collins,  the     21  Feb. 
late  Judge-Advocate,  that  by  attaching  some  small  expences  to 
such  frequent  and  trifling  litigation  we  shou'd  doubtless  prevent 
its  occupying  so  great  a  portion  of  our  time.    Mr.  Collins,  however, 
as  well  as  the  Governor,  was  of  opinion  that  such  a  circumstance 
shou'd  have  the  sanction  of  the  Government  at  home  before  it  Sanction  of 
con'd  with  propriety  take  place  here,  and  when  approvM  there  a  nTOwSry!" 
regular  table  of  fees  and  expences  wou'd  no  doubt  be  sent  from 
proper  authority. 

The  Governor  has  in  no  respect  changed  his  ideas  upon  that 
subject;  it  continues,  therefore,  to  be  his  opinion  that  such  a 
measure  should  receive  the  assent  of  his  Maj's  minister  before 
anything  of  that  nature  can  be  estabksh'd  in  this  colony. 

After  the  murmurings  which  the  Governor  has  already  heard  P""*5^*"*," 
upon  this  subject  he  cou*d  wish  to  have  a  list*  of  the  expences  or  fees. 
fees  demanded  from  Mr.  Dore's  office,  and  this  he  is  desirous  of, 
to  prevent  his  being  liable  to  imposition  from  false  and  unjust 
representation,  a  practice  too  prevalent  in  this  colony.     He  must 
here  take  notice  that  the  fees  which  Mr.  Dore  has  considered  as 
due  upon  the  licenses  lately  granted  appear  to  him  to  amount  to 
an  immence  sum  (about  one-third  of  the  whole).     The  reference 
which  Mr.  Dore  makes  to  the  different  Acts  of  Parliament  which 
established  those  additional  sums  is  no  doubt  correct,  but    the 
sums  raised  upon  those  subsequent  Acts  were  designed  as  taxes  for 
the  use  of  the  State,  and  not  fees  for  that  of  an  individual ;  and 
as  no  stamps  exist  here,  or  taxes  of  any  kind  are  yet  intended  by  |*^p    ^ 
the  Gov't  of  the  mother  country  to  be  levy'd  in  this  settlement,  taxes. 
it  will  appear  that  Mr.  Dore  may  have  misconceiv'd  this  business, 
for  if  the  Gov'r  is  right  in  his  judgement  of  it,  two  shillings 
and  sixpence  only  can  be  demanded  by  those  who  make  out  the 
licences,  and  that  is  by  way  of  recompensing  the  clerk  who  has 
the  trouble.     The  rest  of  the  sum  is  the  property  of  the  Crown, 
and  is  to  be  applied  to  some  public  purpose. 

If  Mr.  Dore  has  any  representation  to  make  upon  the  subject,  J^®.  ^ 
the  Governor  is  of  opinion  it  shou'd  be  sent  home  and  laid  before  to  be 
the  Secretary  of  State,  which  he  will  with  pleasure  do  if  Mr.  oon«»J^ed. 
Dore  shall  desire  it. 

In  the  meantime  it  wou'd  give  him  concern  shou'd  any  petitions 
be  laid  before  him  in  consequence  of  the  present  demands  made 
from  Mr.  Dore's  office,  because  he  shou'd  feel  it  his  duty  to  trans- 
mit them  also  in  order  to  the  Secretary  of  State  having  authentic 
documents  before  him,  upon  which  he  might  with  the  greater  ease 
be  enabled  to  form  his  judgement  upon  this  subject. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

•There  is  nothing  in  the  Records  to  indicate  whether  Dore  supplied  Hunter  with  thia  list. 
If  he  did,  it  wa?  not  sent  home  with  the  rest  of  the  papers  in  this  case. 
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Victuallere' 
licenses. 


Extracts 
from  Acts. 


[Enclosure  No*  2.]* 
Judge-Advocate  Dore  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Mr.  Dore  presents  respectfull  compt's  Gov'r  Hunter,  infonns 
his  Exc'y  that  there  has  been  issued  from  his  office  thirty-one 
victualers'  licences,  which  at  five  pounds  each  amount  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty-five  pounds,  and  after  deducting  the  fee  of  one 
pound  eleven  shilling  and  sixpence,  allowed  by  Act  of  Parliament 
for  granting  the  same,  according  to  the  extract  hereunder,  the 
ballance  in  Mr.  Dore's  hands  is  one  huiidred  and  six  pounds  few 
shillings. 

Extract. 

And  there  shall  be  paid  for  every  piece  of  vellum  or  parcbmeDl 
or  sheet  or  piece  of  paper  upon  which  shall  be  written  any  lioBDoe 
for  selling  ale  or  other  excisable  liquors  by  retail — 

By  9  Queen  Anne,  chap.  23,  sec.  23. — One  shilling. 
By  29  Greo.  2d,  c.  12,  s.  1. — One  pound. 
By  24  Geo.  3rd,  3d  Sept.,  2  p.  30,— Ten  shiUings  and  sia^mx. 
InaU,  £1  lis.  6d. 

[Enclosure  No.  3.] 

Judge- Advocate  Dore  to  Governor  Hunter.! 

Sydney,  6th  December,  1798. 
TaJ^e  of  fees  Mr.  Dore  is  sorry  to  find  that  Grovemor  Hunter  feels  any  canse 
to  Hunter,    of  remonstrance  against  the  regulations  adopted  in  the  Judgo- 
Advocate's  office  in  regard  to  fees,  and  particularly  as  they  weie 
in  the  first  instance  submitted  to  his  ExceFcy'a  approbation, 
and  receiv'd  the  fullest  sanction  in  the  Governor's  letter  of  the 
28th  July  last,  J  without  any  reservation  as  to  the  ooncurrence  ol 
the  Government  at  home ;  and,  if  Mr.  Dore  may  judge  of  the 
effect  of  such  regulations  from  the  general  report  of  the  better 
part  of  people  in  this  colony,  who  seem  sensible  that  their  pio* 
perty  hiis  been  in  a  great  degree  protected  sxkd  secur'd  by  the 
Dore  defends  system  of  business  which  Mr.   Dore  laid  down  on  his  arrival 
introduced    here,  he  is  authorised  to  conclude  that  it  has  answer'd  many  desire- 
by  him.        able  purposes,  and  that  so  far  from  being  considered  in  the  moet 
remote  degree  oppressive,  it  has  produced  many  sallutary  benefits 
to  the  trading  part  of  the  inhabitants ;  nor  has  Mr.  Dore  heard 
of  any  one  instance  where  the  fees  have  been,  murmured  at  or 
resisted. 

To  his  Excellency's  remark  that  no  such  demands  were  ever 
before  made  at  this  office,  Mr.  Dore  begs  to  observe  that  the  fee 

*  Although  this  statement  of  the  Judge- Advocate  was  placed  by  Hunter  aitor  endofo* 
No.  1,  it  is  evident  from  the  correspondence  that  it  was  earlier  in  date  than  Hunter^  tetter 
to  Dore  of  5th  December,  1798,  which  forms  enclosure  No.  1. 

t  This  letter  was  an  answer  to  Hunter's  letter  of  5th  Deoember,  1718^  eodosun  Na  L 

X  This  letter  has  not  been  preserved. 


A  parallel 
case. 
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of  three  pounds  for  a  protest  (and  an  extra  charge  for  extending 

the  same),  together  with  the  like  sum  for  every  letter  of  adminis-     21  F^b. 

tration,  probate  of  will,  &c.,  was  taken  by  Captain  David  Collins, 

and    after  his  departure  by  Mr.   Richard  Atkins,   the  Acting 

Jfulge- Advocate ;  and  if  this  mode  of  doing  business  was  instituted 

without  the  sanction  of  the  Gov't  at  home,  Mr.  Dore  naturally 

conceives  the  trifling  addition  he  has  made  in  other  cases  too 

inconsiderable  to  trouble  them  about,  although  he  has  no  sort  of 

objection  to  their  being  made  acquainted  with  every  minutise  of 

his  conduct  since  he  open'd  his  Commission  in  this  tenitory.*    Mr. 

Dore  has  directed  a  fee  of  ten  shillings  to  be  charg'd  for  every  charges  (or 

process  issued  under  fifty  pounds  in  civil  actions.     The  affidavits  J^^Js 

have  been  prepared  upon  a  plan .  far  different  from  what  was  ever  and  write. 

practised  here  before,  and  strictly  conformable  to  the  mode  of  the 

Courts  of  England.     So  it  is  with  the  writs,  <fec.,  &c.,  for  all  which 

the  sum  of  ten  shillings  only  has  been  paid  in  cases  under  fifty 

pounds  ;  from  that  sum  to  one  hundred  pounds,  fifteen  shillings  ; 

and  above  one  hundred  pounds'  debt  the  fee  has  l^een  extended  to 

one  pound. 

The  Governor  already  understands  that,  for  the  more  speedy  a  Odui* 
recovery  of  small  debts,  a  Court,  or  weekly  Petty  Session,  is  held  si^oS. 
every  Saturday  for  the  determination  of  cases  of  this  description, 
and  that  upon  every  summons  issued  for  any  sum  under  five 
pounds  there  is  charg'd  one  shilling,  and  above  five  pounds  two 
shillings,  which  is  appropriated  to  the  benefit  of  the  Judge- 
Advocate's  clerk.  But  so  numerous  have  l3een  the  applications 
for  summonses  from  poor  people  that  nearly  as  many  summonses 
have  been  issued  gratis  as  have  been  paid  for,  and  on  no  occasion 
whatsoever  has  a  summons  been  refus'd  on  account  of  the  poverty 
of  the  party. 

Mr.  Dore  believes  only  one  protest  has  been  charg'd  for,  which  a  protested 
was  Capt.  Munn,  and  this  he  had  much  difficulty  in  getting  paid.  ***^ 
The  sum  was  three  pounds.  The  residue  was  occasion'd  by  expences 
in  summoning  witnesses  from  the  most  remote  part  of  the  colony 
to  attend  and  give  evidence  in  the  matter  of  the  horses,  about 
which  Wm.  Evans,  the  summoning  bailiff  at  Parramatta,  was 
engag'd  day  and  night  in  journeying  upwards  of  one  hund'd  and 
fifty  miles,  and  Mr.  Dore's  time  was  completely  occupied  for  several 
mornings  in  a  business  which  ultimately  turned  out  moonshine 
and  frivolous. 

Mr.  Dore  presumes  that  with  the  office  of  Judge- Advocate  to  The  Judge- 
this  territory  he  brought  with  him  a  discretionary  power  (subject  discre- 
to  his  Excellency's  approbation)  to  institute  such  regulations  as  t»on«7 


*  Judge- Advocate  Dore's  Ck>minitBion  is  not  amongst  the  Records.     Doubtless  it 
similar  to,  if  not  identical  with,  that  issued  to  Judge-Advocate  Collins.— See  VoL  i,  part  2, 
p.  20. 
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he  might  conceive  necessary  in  his  depai*tment,  and  particularly 
where  the  interest  of  the  colony  was  the  first  object  in  view;  and 
he  flatters  himself  the  Government  at  home  was  perfectly  satisfied 
with  his  competency  to  exercise  such  discretion.  So  long,  there- 
fore, as  Mr.  Dore  has  the  honor  of  Governor  Hunter's  sanction 
and  assistance  he  shall  sedulously  continue  to  discharge  his  pro- 
fessional duty  with  the  same  attention,  alacrity,  and  chearful- 
ness  he  has  hitherto  done ;  but,  deprived  of  that,  he  has  not  a 
wish  to  retain  his  situation,  nor  longer  to  surmount  the  increasing 
anxiety  and  fatigues  of  office,  unless  he  is  at  liberty  to  attach 
those  trifling  advantages  which  in  some  measure  compensate  for 
the  toils  of  it. 

Captain  Collins,  Mr.  Dore  understands,  limited  his  hours  of 
business  from  eleven  to  one  every  day,  and  Governor  Hunter 
knows  that  Mr.  Dore  has  unremittingly  given  his  time  to  the 
public  service  from  six  in  the  morning  to  a  late  hour  at  night, 
not  even  excepting  his  time  of  breakfasting  and  dining,  which 
has  been,  and  is,  daily  broken  in  upon  and  annoyed  by  trouble- 
some intruders  without  ceremony  or  distinction. 

Professions  Mr.  Dore,  in  reviewing  every  circumstance  of  his  conduct  since 
he  has  acted  in  the  capacity  of  Judge- Advocate  to  this  territory, 
feels  the  most  perfect  satisfaction,  so  far  as  a  consciousness  of 
rectitude  and  honor  can  afibrd  it,  nor  does  he  mean  to  depart 
from  a  system  which  has  the  approbation  of  his  own  mind,  and 
will  be  found  to  accord  with  the  principles  of  a  gentleman,  nor 
will  he  ever  shrink  from  the  most  rigid  scrutiny  into  thoee 
characteristics  which  distinguish  integrity  and  honor — on  which 
basLS,  independent  of  party  or  prejudice,  having  strenuously  acted, 
he  will  consider  himself  answerable  for  his  official  duty  to  Uie 
high  interest  that  placed  him  in  it. 


of  rectitude. 


Hunter 
replies. 


He  denies 
having 
sanctioned 
the  system 
of  fees. 


[Enclosure  No.  4.] 

Governor  Hunter  to  Judge- Advocate  Dore. 

7th  December,  1798. 

On  the  Governor's  return  last  night  from  Parramatta  he  receiv'd 
a  note  from  Mr.  Dore  in  reply  to  one  which  had  been  written  to 
him  in  the  morning.  Upon  this  note  the  Governor  has  to  observe 
that  some  essential  parts  of  his  note  appears  to  have  been  over- 
look'd,  and  are  not  notic'd  at  all  by  Mr.  Dore. 

The  circumstances,  however,  which  he  says  were  submitted  by 
him  to  the  Governor's  consideration,  were  widely  different  from 
those  which  had  given  rise  to  the  complaints  he  mentioned,  and 
which  certainly  never  had  his  sanction ;  and  he  must  farther 
add,  that  instead  of  their  having  the  approbation  of  the  better 
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sort  of  people  in  this  colony,  it  has  been  thro'  some  of  those      1799 
very  people  that  the  Governor  has  received  information  of  the     21  Feb. 
grievances  complain'd  of,  and  who  have  also  concurred  in  dis- 
approving them. 

Mr.  Dore*s  observation  relative  to  protests,  and  such  matters 
as  have  no  connection  with  any  part  of  the  Colonial  concerns, 
the  Grovernor  in  his  observations  has  no  allusion  to  them ;  they 
are  wholly  foreign  and  distinct  from  the  business  of  the  settle- 
ment. 

With  respect  to  the  writs  which  Mr.  Dore  has  mentioned,  the  iMuing 
Governor  conceives  that  the  issuing  of  them  is  not  the  business  ^'^**' 
of  any  individual  member  of  a  Court,  but  an  act  of  the  Court  when 
aasenibled,  and  it  is,  he  presumes,  with  that  Court  to  determine  in 
this  country  whether  any  charges,  and  what,  attend  the  issuing 
them. 

The  Governor  is  at  no  loss  to  understand  for  what  purpose  the  The  Court 
Petty  Session,  or  weekly  meeting  of  two  or  more  magistrates,  was  SlZf*^ 
established ;  it  took  place  long  before  Mr.  Dore's  arrival  here.    The 
Governor  having  heretofore  in  this  country  officiated  as  a  constant 
member  of  those  meetings  in  the  character  of  a  civil  magistrate, 
he  is  therefore  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  that 
duty;  but  as  Mr.   Dore  says   that  upon  no  occasion  whatever 
has  any  summons  been  refused  on  account  of  the  poverty  of  the  Poverty 
party,  were  it  necessary  an  instance,  and  a  very  recent  one,  can  *  ^^' 
be  produced  to  show  that  Mr.  Dore  is  not  correct.     If,  therefore, 
such  things  happen  without  Mr.  Dore's  knowledge  or  consent,  he 
should  certainly  put  an  early  stop  to  them  least  they  be  considered 
as  sanctioned  by  him. 

Mr.  Munn's  protest,  like  all  other  matters  of  that  nature,  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  business  of  the  colony ;  nor  has  the  Governor 
any  with  Mr.  Dore^s  manner  of  settling  such  concerns. 

The  Governor  can  scarcely  comprehend  what  may  be  the  nature  Dore's 
of  that  discretionary  power  which  Mr.  Dore  may  allude  to  when  ^Je'  ^ 
he  says :  **  He  presumes  he  brought  such  power  here  with  him  "  regulations, 
(subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  Governor  or  commanding  officer 
before  it  cou'd  be  exercis'd,  of  course).    If  he  means  merely  a  power 
to  institute  such  regulations  in  his  department  as  have  for  their 
sole  object  the  interest  of  the  colony,  and  the  happiness  and  pros- 
perity of  its  inhabitants,  the  Governor  will  at  all  times  second  him  Hunter  will 
most  heartily  with  his  utmost  authority  in  establishing  any  regu-  a^nS?"^^ 
lation  calculated  to  produce  such  desireable  effects,  but  to  shut  his 
ear  to  the  complaints  of  such  persons  as  may  apply  to  him  when 
they  conceive  themselves  aggreived,  or  to  set  them  aside  out  of 
delicacy  to  the  person  from  whose  office  those  grievances  may 
spring,  wou'd  ill  accord  with  his  desire  of  rendering  to  everyone 
that  justice  to  which  he  is  intitled. 
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SI  Feb. 


An  explana- 
tion wanted. 


Meeting  of 
the  CivU 
Court. 


Doubtful 
legality  of 
the  writ. 


The  Court 
breaks  up. 


Effect  of  the 
dispute  on 
minds  of  the 
people. 


Capt.  Collinses  mode  of  doing  the  business  of  Judge-Advoeite 
of  this  colony  has  no  concern  whatever  with  that  upon  which  titt 
Governor  wrote  a  note  to  Mr.  Dore,  and  which  was  intended  for 
his  information  on  matters  with  which  it  was  possible  he  mif^ 
not  have  been  acquainted. 

The  latter  part  of  Mr.  Dore's  observatiens  are  of  a  mtore 
which  appear  to  require  a  more  particular  explanation,  and  tlie 
Governor  will  take  an  opportunity  of  calling  upon  Mr.  Bore  lor 
that  explanation. 

[Enclosure  No.  5.] 

Messrs.  Atkins  and  Williamson  to  Goyebnor  Htjnteb. 
In  obedience  to  your  Excellency's  precept  for  holding  a  Court 

of  Civil  Judicature,  bearing  date  the day  of  December,  1798,* 

directed  to  the  Judge- Advocate,  Richard  Atkins  and  James  Wil- 
liamson, Esqi-s.,  we  met  on  the  20th  of  December,  at  the  Court- 
house at  Sydney,  for  the  dispatch  of  business,  and  a  writ  of 
arrest,  bearing  date  the  10th  of  December,  was  submitted  to  the 
said  Court  for  their  decision  ;  but  some  doubts  having  arisen  in 
the  minds  of  the  said  Richard  Atkins  and  James  Williamson  as 
to  the  legality  of  the  writ,  it  having  been  issued  by  the  Judge- 
Advocate  without  the  sanction  of  a  Court  of  Civil  Judicature, 
which  by  the  charter  of  the  colony  they  conceived  to  be  ahao- 
lutely  necessary,  and  wishing  to  have  the  opinion  of  the  Judge- 
Advocate  thereon,  in  hopes  that  he  might  remove  those  doubte, 
we  ordered  the  Court  to  be  cleared,  when,  to  our  very  great 
surprize,  instead  of  answering  our  question,  he  informed  us,  in 
the  most  rude  and  unqualified  manner,  that  he  had  an  authoritj 
for  issuing  writs  independent  of  the  Court,  which  he  would  com- 
municate to  no  other  person  than  your  Excellency  ;  that  he  knew 
his  own  powers,  and  that  he  would  stand  or  fall  by  them ;  but 
that,  as  we  doubted  that  authority  and  those  powers,  he  had  no 
business  there,  and  abruptly  rose  from  his  seat,  took  his  hat  and 
cane,  and  wished  us  a  good  morning.  On  being  asked  by  one 
of  the  members  if  the  Court  was  adjourned,  he  replied,  as  he 
was  going  towards  the  door  of  the  Court-house,  that  he  had  no 
business  with  it ;  in  consequence  of  which  the  Court  broke  up  witih 
out  any  business  being  done  or  regular  adjournment  taken  placat 

Such  a  conduct  of  the  Judge- Advocate  we  conceive  highly  repn- 
hensible,  disgraceful  to  himself,  injurious  to  your  Exccdlencys 
authority,  and  insulting  to  ourselves. 

Can  it  be  supposed  that  any  dignity  or  consequence  can  be 
attached  to  a  Court  whose  pi^esiding  officer  shall,  in  the  irrita- 
bility of  his  temper,  leave  it  in  the  manner  we  have  stated  to 


*  This  precept  is  not  available. 

t  By  an  Order— 8th  Januar}',  1799— the  meeting  of  the  Court  was  Used  for  that 
a  further  adjournment  was  necessar}'  owing  totto  iU-healtiK  of  tbe 
p.  528. 


Me.  lot 
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jenr  fixoellency?   Is  not  the  dignity  of  justice  rendered  ineffectual      1789 
faj  saoii  conduct,  asid  is  it  not  degraded  by  such  behaviour  ?     As     21  p^i^, 
members  of  the  Court  we  feel  ourselves  highly  interrested,  and  we 
widb  that  your  Excellency  and  the  public  might  know  that  if  any 
inconvenience  has  arisen  by  delay,  the  Judge- Advocate,  not  us,  is 
jpefi|x>nfiible  for  it. 

We  think  it  our  duty  respectfully  to  submit  this  plain  state- 
Boent  of  facts  to  your  Excellency,  humbly  hoping  that  your 
Excellency  will  be  of  opinion  that  the  proceedings  of  the  said 
Court  have  not  been  impeded  by  any  act  of  ours,  and  that  our 
•(K>nduct  has  not  merited  your  displeasure. 

We  have,  Ac, 

RiCHD.  Atkins, 
James  Williamson,* 

Members  of  a  Civil  Court. 

[Enclosure  No.  6.] 
Governor  Hunter  to  Judge-Advocate  Dore. 

On  his  Majesty's  Service. 

Sir,  Sydney,  22nd  December,  1798. 

Having  issued  a  precept  under  my  hand  and  seal  for  Hunter 
convening  a  Court  of  Civil  Judicature,  and  by  the  Public  Order  ^^^o^Dore. 
of  the  7th  instantf  it  was  directed  to  assemble  on  the  20th,  I  was 
much  astonished  that  day  on  receiving  a  letter  address'd  upon 
service  from  the  two  gentlemen  who  with  you  were  to  have  com- 
posed tliat  Court,  stating  that  certain  circumstances  had  been 
introduced,  which  had  appear'd  to  them  to  be  infonnal,  and  that 
they  had  desir'd  the  Court  might  be  cleared  in  order  to  your 
having  an  opportunity  of  remo\'ing  the  doubts  which  pressed 
upon  their  minds ;  and  that  you  might  satisfy  them  they  were 
acting  as  members  of  that  Court  strictly  conformable  to  the 
instruction  contained  in  the  Patent ;  that  upon  desiring  from  you 
this  necessary  information  you  had  risen  suddenly  from  your 
chair  and  abruptly  quitted  the  Court,  which  liad  already  been 
swome  in,  saying  at  same  time  that  you  knew  your  own  authority, 
and  woul'd  not  satisfy  any  person  except  the  Governor. 

This,  sir,  is  a  circumstance  so  wholly  new  in  this  colony,  and  Dore'a 
the  refusing  to  do  the  duty  to  which  you  have  been  by  his  ^luJSi* 
Majesty  appointed,  except  it  be  upon  such  terms  as  you  may  be  oifence. 

*  James  Willianuon  came  out  with  Governor  Hunter  as  his  secretary  A'ol.  ii,  p.  240),  but 
lAtortiy  after  the  anriral  of  ^e  Reliance  Hunter  appointed  him  Actinji:  Conimi^8ar>'  during^ 
the  absence  of  Palmer.  Williamson  was  asROciated  with  B&sd,  in  September,  1797,  in  the  ex- 
ploration of  the  country  between  Mount  Taurus  and  the  coast-line. — See  Hunter's  map, 
ante,  p.  347 ;  Ck>lltn8,  vol.  ii,  p.  fiO. 

t  The  Public  Orders  oonveniiiff  Courts,  both  dvil  and  criminal,  are  omitted  from  those 
fiagM,  with  the  exception  of  that  on  p.  18,  ante,  the  reason  being  that  they  are,  in  each  case, 
drawn  up  in  identical  terms. 
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v£bp«>>Vi  to  establish  at  your  own  pleasure,  is  altogether  so  very 


5  -y,^  extniocdiiuMy  that  I  find  it  necessary  to  desire  you  will  acquaint 
me  in  writing  whether  you  are  determined  to  resist  the  order 
cvacjkind  in  the  precept,  and  to  set  aside  the  Court,  which  I  have 
vtin*cced  niAv  be  assembled  ? 

I  ouka  only  desire  to  be  inform 'd  of  your  intention  that  such 
?w  jfwr  >M  >cwj  *J  the  public  ser\'ice  may  require  may  be  taken.  The  case 
^^iTn.  ^  ^  iteeK  so  perfectly  clear  that  any  argument  upon  the  subject 
will  bt?  unnecessary.  No  man  can  deny  the  right  of  the  other 
members  to  apply  to  you  for  information  in  everything  which  is 
coonecteil  with  forms  of  law,  and  with  which  they  might  not  be 
sulficiently  acquainted,  nor  can  any  person  construe  your  unguarded 
manner  upon  this  occasion  into  anything  short  of  an  insult,  which 
A2>  :>wome  members  of  that  Court  is  of  a  nature  w^hich  you  must  as 
a  professional  man  be  well  acquainted  with  the  magnitude  of ;  I 
have  therefore  been  the  more  astonished.  I  am,  <tc., 

J  NO.  Hunter. 

This   letter  on  public  service  was  enclosed  in  the  following 
private  note  : — 

V  v«»^Ate  NoTK. — The  Governor  is  sorry  to  have  had  occasion  to  write 

JJIIJ[.^V.        oiiiciiUly  to  Mr.  lX>re  of  the  subject  of  the  last  meeting  of  the 

Civil  Court.     He  trusts  that  Mr.  Dore  will  see   the  propriety 

.4ikI  titvessiiy  of  coming  to  some  decision  with  himself  upon  this 

subjtvc  before  the  Court  may  assemble  again.* 

[Enclosure  No.  7.] 

MbL    L>UKK's  QUERYS   StJBMmED  TO  THE  GoVERXOR'S   PERUSAL. 

-/v</.  Observations  by  Oovtrnor  Hunter. 

i^K  v^sNV-^       Hv>^  AW  th*)  processes  to  issue  to  As  they  ever   have   been  in  thi» 

>«..\  .v^>«»»  be  Iwuixl  iu  such  Court  unless  pre-       colony,  by  the  Court  assembling  for 
\  iouaJy  (uk«>u  out  for  that  purpose  ?        that  very  purpose,  and  after  having 

issued  the  writs,  to  appoint  a  day  for 
their  return,  and  adjourn  unUl  thftt 
time. 

ahs.  swV       ^^^'   l*Utvttt  ^ives  power  to  the  Altho'  it  has  not  intcrtlicted,  it 

vwVv  '*     v\stt«  |v»  isi^i'f  warts,  *o.,  but  does       certainly  has  not  authorised,  asap* 
s^v       »K«^  lUK'tviw?   the  issuing  of  vmts      pears  by  the  words  us'd  by  Mr.  D.— 
HJ^^'       l♦iv^t^M*s'^  ^v»  *ttch  Court,  nor  in  any       *' gives  power  to  the  Court"    Th# 
Hu^iK'i  *ii«i5  ih*'  Judge- Ad vocate^s      word  writ  appears  to   signify  the 
yv»vkvi  *u  »us'h  lustances  ?  King's    precept    in    writing   under 

some  seal,  and  issuing  out  of  sooae 
Court,  which  clearly  implys  that  H 
cannot  issue  with  propriety  any  other 
way  than  from  the  Court  in  thii 
colony. 

*  Aw  JkI  'fc^  n^r**r^i  *»x  K>mwJ  letter  in  reply  to  this.  ApptireiiUT  he  submittod  o9- 
^i«  ..H^H^  %J>A>>  *v*v  *««  home »s8enol<wure  No.  7,  with  Hanter's  annwers  opponte.  h* 
^%.«aLx  V*v*v*v  «v«Mi  iW  cvoclwiing  remarks  of  Hunter  in  endoeure  Ko.  7  that  the 
%^^  «  tAf«<»^  >»ifc»««w«t»  hax^  oot  heen  preser\'ed. 
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3rd. 
It  may  Naaonably  be  demanded, 
what  injaiy  or  disadvantage  can 
poasibly  artse  to  the  comunity  from 
this  mode  of  arresting  in  the  in- 
termediate vacations  between  Court 
and  Court  ? 


1799 

21F«b. 


This  question  carrys  the  appear- 

ence  of  some  doubt  in  Mr.  £/.  how        

far  the  mode  adopted  by  him  is  jus*  The  question 
tified  by  any  authority  which  has  m  it  affected 
yet  reached  this  distant  colony ;  but  individuate, 
the  answer  is  pUiin.     It  is  placing 
the  libertys  of  the  people  m  the 
hands  of  an  individual   instead  of 
that  of  a  public  Court  established 
from  authority.     If  we  will  allow 
ourselves  to  be  governed  by  such  in- 
structions as  we  have  been  provided 
with,  no  man  can  have  cause  of  com- 
plaint;  but  innovations  which  the 
people  know  the  law  does  not  admit 
will  ever  create  discontent,  particu. 
larly  such  as  effect  their  liberty. 

Gov't  cou*d  not  suppose  that  any  The  method 
interdiction  would  be  considered  re-  ^  »ntgL 
quisite.  This  is  alto^ther  a  negative 
way  of  reasoning,  for  Government 
has,  in  as  plain  and  peremptory  a  way 
as  cou'd  be  necessary,  pointed  out 
the  mode  of  arrests  in  this  country, 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  those  to  whom 
such  concerns  are  intrusted  to  take 
the  instructions  they  have  been  fur- 
nishe<l  with  for  their  guide. 

Admitted  that  it  is  an  instrument  Letters 
of  instruction,  then  why  is  it  not  Patent  con- 
considered  a  sufficient  guide  ?    The  ^^  ^^^ 
instruction  it  contains  and  the  autho- 
rity from  whence  it  is  issued  is  surely 
sufficient  for  all  our  purposes.     No 
authority  in  this  country  can  be  ad- 
mitted as  having  power  to  alter  the 
uniform  course  of  law  and  justice. 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  what  Mr.  Dore  mav  mean  when  he  says  that 
he  has  full  powers  of  discretion  to  act  up  to  the  full  intent,  extent,  and 
meaning  of  the  tenor  of  the  authority  which  he  feels  vested  in  him  by  virtue 
of  hia  preaent  appointment. 

It  is  admitted  that  he  possesses  full  power  by  virtue  of  his  Comission  to  Powers  of 
officiate  in  all  the  dut^s  of  the  Judge- Advocate  to  this  colony,  and  of  a  the  Judge- 
Jostioe  €d  the  Peace,  but  cannot  agree  that  he  has  authority  to  alter  the  Advocate. 
tenor  and  meaning  of  the  Patent  for  establishing  the  Courts  of  law  in  this 
ccHany.    And  it  is  insisted  that  the  other  members  of  the  Court  have  a  right 
to  deaire  information  from  the  Judge-Advocate  relative  to  any  doubts  they 
may  have  in  a  matter  or  form  of  law,  particularly  when  they  observe  any 
duuige  or  deviation  from  that  Patent  which  they  have  hitherto  considered 
aa  their  guide. 

•  The  Letters  Patent  constitutinff  the  Civil  and  Criminal  Courts  will  be  found  in  Vol.  i, 
BMt  ^  at  p;  70.  The  onlv  Act  referred  to  in  the  Letters  Patent  is  that  appointing  New  South 
wales  as  we  plaoe  to  wUoh  felons  should  be  tnDq>orted  (24  Qeoige  III,  c.  60). 

VOL.  Ill — 2  N 


4fh. 
What  the  English  Gov't  cou'd  not 
foreaee  aa  an  evil  they  found  no  sort 
of  inclination  to  guard  against.  Had 
they  intended  for  any  pamcular  pur- 
poaaa  whatever  tluit  arreats  in  this 
way  ahould  have  been  prohibited, 
they  would  have  made  their  inter- 
diction peremptory  and  plain. 


6th, 
The  Patent  relates  to  no  Act  of 
Parliament — is    merely   an    instru- 
ment of  instruction.* 


i 
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No  other  reply  can  be  made  to  Mr.  Dore*s  last  observation  than  by  noticing 
that  the  insinuation  it  contains  is  truly  illiberal,  whomever  it  may  allude 
to.  It  is  also  known  to  be  contrary  to  fact,  for  many  gentlemen  have  solicited 
to  be  excused  from  the  dutys  of  the  Civil  Court,  bat  never  has  one,  directly 
or  indirectly,  requested  to  be  so  employ'd. 

If  ever  Mr.  Smyth  issued  a  writ  in  this  country  from  any  other  authority 
than  that  of  the  Court,  it  is  well  known  it  could  only  have  been  one,  for 
the  mistake  was  seen  and  corrected,  as  no  other  was  ever  issued  in  tlut 
way  after.* 


An  explaim 
tion. 


The  Judge- 


[Enclosure  No.  8.] 

Messrs.  Kent  and  Atkins  to  Judge-Advocate  Dore. 

Sir,  11th  January,  1799. 

The  very  improper  advantage  that  has  been  taken  of  our 
signing  the  minutes  of  the  last  Court  of  Civil  Judicature,  by  your 
asserting  that  you  conceived  it  an  authority  from  us  to  issue  writs, 
makes  it  become  necessary  to  acquaint  you  what  our  ideas  were 
when  we  signed  them,  t  Our  reasons  for  authorising  you  to  issue 
writs  under  our  sanction  were  founded  under  the  idea  of  public 
authority *to  Utility,  but  we  were  fully  sensible  that  any  act  of  ours  as  members 
issue  writs  of  the  said  Court  cou*d  extend  no  farther  than  durinj(  the  several 
adjournments,  and  when  it  was  desolv'd  the  authority  ccasU 
This  we  conceive,  sir,  you  must  be  sensible  of  yourselt  You 
must  likewise  be  aware  that  no  act  of  ours  (the  very  idea  would 
be  presumption)  could  do  away  the  charter  of  the  colony,  J  which 
you  must  admit  is  our  guide  in  all  judicial  proceedings,  and  no 
power  but  the  legislature  of  Great  Britain  can  alter  the  intention 
and  spirit  of  it.  It  is  unnecessary  for  us,  sir,  to  say  much  mote 
on  a  subject  so  obvious  to  the  meanest  understanding ;  we  have, 
therefore,  only  to  i*equest  it  may  be  fully  undehstood  that  any 
authority  (if  it  has  given  any  legal  one)  our  names  may  have 
given  you  to  issue  writs,  or  to  do  any  other  act,  was  merdy 
temporary,  and  cou'd  not  possibly  exist  longer  than  his  Exc'y  the 
Governor's  precept  for  convening  that  Court  remained  in  force- 
any  thing  further  being  contrary  to  our  intention.  We  do  in  the 
most  positive  and  express  terms  protest  against  any  act  done  or  to 
be  done  in  consequence  of  our  signatures  since  the  last  Court  was 
desolvU  We  are,  «fec., 

William  Kent, 
Richard  Atki>k, 
Members  of  the  Civil  Court 

*  These  four  concluding  paragraphs  eridcntly  refer  to  a  letter  from  Dore  to  llaiittf  «tu^ 
has  not  been  preserved. 

t  See  the  order  of  Ck>urt  of  14th  August,  17dS,  quoted  by  Dore  in  bis  letter  of  14th  JaanuT* 
17d9,  which  forms,  with  Hunter's  comments,  enclosure  ao.  9, — Poet,  p.  564. 

I  By  the  expression  "Charter  of  the  Colony,**  AtUns  and  Kent  doubtless  relened  to tht 
Letters  Patent  constituting  the  Courts  of  law.    See  Vol.  i,  part  S,  pi  70. 


not 
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[Encloeare  No.  9.] 

Judge-Advocate  Dore  to  Governor  Hunter,  and 
Governor  Hunter's  comments. 


1700 

21  Feb. 


Judgt'Advocale  Dore^s  Letter^ 
Judge-Advocate's  Office, 
Sydney,  14th  January,  1799. 
Sir,  A 

After  presuming  that  your  Ex'cy 
has  been  made  acquainted  with  the 
singular  minutes  which  the  two 
gentlemen  you  were  pleasVl  to  ap- 
point as  members  of  the  Court  of 
Civil  Jurisdiction  thought  proper  to 
insert  in  what  appears  to  be  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  Court  on  Tuesday 
last,  and  which  I  conceive  to  be  in 
tiie  first  instance  taking  an  unhand- 
some advantage  of  my  mdisposition, 
and  the  enfeebled  state  such  indis- 
position had  reduced  me  to,  being 
confined  to   my  bed    by  a  severe 

B 
attack  of  the  gout,  I  feel  myself 
bound  by  the  dutys  of  my  office, 
and  by  the  authority  of  that  ap- 
pointment which  the  British  Gov't 


C 
has  honored  me  with,  to  protest 
most  solemnly  against  those  imnutes, 
so  far  as  they  may  have  any  con- 
stmctive  tendency  to  set  aside  the 
writs  which  I  have  from  time  to 

D 
time  issued  from  my  office*  First, 
from  my  interpretation  (as  Judge- 
Advocate)  of  the  Patent,  which  does 
not  prohibit  me  in  my  official  ca- 
pacity   from     issuing    such    writs. 


Secondly,  from  precedents  hereto- 
fore established  in  the  colony  (upon 
which  divisions  have  been  made). 


•  P<»t,  p.  670. 

t  Ttii*  paragriiph  i«  one  of  the  maiiT  indicntioas 
of  Hvntrr'a  warm  friend«hip  for  Judge- Ad voratf* 
C'-oUin*.  There  is  little  doubt  that  Hanter  fumithed 
him  with  the  materiAls  for  the  iierond  volume  of  hi« 
"  Aecoaat  of  the  Ensli^ih  Colony  in  New  South 
Walea." 


Ohservattons  by  Governor 
Hunter, 


Upon  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Dore's  judge- 
letter,  the  Gov*r  desir'd   to  be  in-  Advocate 
form'd  by  the  other  two  members  of  SSteiSSu**' 
the  Court  what  were  the  unfair  ad-  uonu^' 
vantages  of  which  Mr.  Dore  com- 
plains.    They  immediately  wrote  to 
the  Governor  letter  No.  lO.* 


It  would  have  been  highly  pleas- 
ing and  satisfactory  to  the  Governor 
had  the  duty's  of  the  office  of  the 
Judge-Advocate  been  carried  on 
with  as  much  general  satisfaction 
and  advantage  as  it  had  been  man- 
aged from  the  establishment  of  the 
colony  up  to  the  time  of  Mr.  Bore's 
arrival.  +  q 

Mr.  Dore  has  a  right  to  protest 
against  anv  act  of  injustice  which 
he  may  feel  himself  affected  by,  but 
the  other  gentlemen  have  an  equal 
right  to  that  privilege. 

D 

Mr.  Dore's  interpretation  of  the 
Patent  may  be  convenient  to  the  sys- 
tem which  he  has  thought  proper  to 
lay  down  for  managing  the  dutys  of 
his  office,  but  it  cannot  deprive  the 
other  officers  of  the  colony  of  the 
power  of  judging  for  themselves, 
where  nothing  unmtelligible  stands 
in  the  way,  either  in  point  of  lan- 
guage or  any  law  perplexity. 

E 

It  is  well  known  here  that  if  ever 
there  was  a  president  [nic]  of  the 
nature  Mr.  Dore  alludes  to,  it  could 
only  have  been  one,  and  that  must 
have  been  occasioned  by  too  slight 
an  examination  of  the  sense  of  the 
Patent,  because,  upon  further  con- 
sideration, it  was  found  wrong,  and 
was  never  afterwards  attempted. 


Hunter  di8« 
satiafled 
with  I>ore'3 
official 
actions. 


Dore  pro- 
tests. 


Interpreta- 
tion of  the 
Letters 
Patent. 


A 
precedent. 


564 


mSTOBICAL  BEG0BD6  OV  XEW  SOUTH  WALS8. 


17W  ^ 

Thirdly,  by  the  peculiar  benefits  it 
has  produc*d,  and  ie  likely  to  pro- 
Dore  and  the  duce,  to  the  colony  at  large.  And, 
doalen.  lastly,  by  an  order  of  Coiut,  of  the 
fourteenth  day  of  August  last,  ex- 
pressly directing  the  Judge-Advo- 
cate to  administer  affidavits  and 
grant  writs  at  hie  offioe  whenever 
oocaaion  or  ciroaaastanoos  mi^ht  re- 
quire it,  of  which  the  following  ia  a 
copy  (viz.) : — 

"  And  in  order  to  remedy  as  much 
as  possible  the  many  inconveniences 
Order  of  the  which  have  been  from  time  to  time 
^^<f^^  complain'd  of    by  persons    having 

occasion  to  commence  such,  or  ac- 
tions for  the  recovery  of  monies  due 
to  them  by  reason  of  their  having 
been  generally  accustomed  to  wait 
for  the  assembling  of  a  Civil  Court 
before  affidavits  to  ground  bailable 
actions  cou'd  be  maoe  or  taken. 

'<  The  Judge-Advocate  of  this  ter- 
ritory will  henoeforth  and  in  future 
administer,  at  his  offioe  in  Sydney, 
in  the  usual  hours  of  business,  the 
neoeesary  oaths  to  persons  who  oaa^ 
find  it  expedient  to  institute  civil 
suite,  and  hold  their  debtors  to  bail, 
and  a  day  will  be  appointed  with  all 
convenient  dispateh  for  the  return 
of  such  write,  and  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine all  matters  in  question  accord- 
ingly. 

"  The  Judge-Advocate  will  also, 
at  his  office  aforesaid,  grant  letters 
of  administration,  probates  of  wiUs, 
&c.,  Ac,  and  be  ready  at  all  times 
to  further  the  designs  of  the  British 
Legislature  in  extending  to  this 
colony,  as  far  as  circumatances  will 
admits  the  benefit  of  ite  wiae  and 
salotory  laws. 

Return  of  "The  return   of   write  being  a 

writs,  matter  dependent  upon  local    and 

occasional  circumstances,  the  Judgie- 
Advocate  will  use  his  discretion  in 
the  regulating  such  as  are  issued 
from  his  office,  and  it  will  rest  with 
■  him  to  determine  as  to  the  time 
neoeasaiy  to  be  allow*d  for  defen- 
dante  at  certain  distances,  fto., 

"  RiGHD.  DoBE,  J. -Advocate. 
"William  Kknt. 
"Bbohd.  Atkhts.'* 


Administra- 
tion of 
oaths. 


EooIesiM- 

ticsl 

business. 


The  peculiar  benefite  to  the  oolony 
Mr.  lAire  mentions  can  only  be 
known  to  him  and  to  those  deslen 
he  aUndea  to^  who  are,  oertainly,  a 
pest  to  the  aettlement  and  min  to 
the  thoughtless  labouring  fanner. 
The  order  of  Court  here  uluded  to 
is  denied  by  the  other  memben  as 
meaning  anything  more— that  dnriag 
the  occasional  adionrnmente  of  that 
Court,  of  which  they  were  BMnbeia, 
they  cou'd  not  estohlish  a  rale  to 
govern  the  other  offioers  of  tiis 
colony.  This  is  surely  a  weak  scga* 
loent. 

{See  tiieir  protest,  letter  Na  6.)* 


•  Ante,  p.  5e2. 
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This  order  of  Court  iBnnqnesUon- 
»bly  imvocable — as  well  might  a 
mmeqaent  Court  assume  to  itself  a 
po>wer  of  setting  aside  decisions 
which  had  been  made  in  matters 
between  party  and  party,  as  at- 
tempt to  aispute  or  recede  from  the 
plain  letter  which  lies  before  them, 
and  which  is  upon  record  as  the 
proeeedings  of  a  Court  solemnly  and 
formally  ^tablish'd — ^nor  can  human 
wisdom  foreeee  what  might  be  the 
cooaeqiienoes,  if  such  an  extrayagant 
measure  was  toUerated  either  under 
a  convenient  idea  of  error,  or  with 
a  view  to  answer  any  private  or 
particular  purpose — but  that  Mr. 
Atkins,  whose  name  appears  sub- 
sczib'd  to  those  proceeding's,  should 
now  question  their  propnety,  and 
shelter  himself  under  a  pretence 
that  he  did  not  read  what  he  had 
subscrib'd,  or  that  having  read  he 
did  not  undeistand  them,  when  the 


^  vm 

This   ai^gument    may   suit    Mr.      vtvM. 

Dore's  present  purpose ;  but  how       ' 

was  it  admitted  when  Mr.  D.,  with  An  order  of 
another  magistrate,  took  the  liberty  ^J[^ 
of   superceding  (be  decision   of   a       "" 
Court  of  Civil  Jurisdiction  regularly 
convened — we  will  not  determine  for 
what  purpose. 


irrevocable. 


matter  had  been  canvas'd  by  theCourt 
(of  which  he  was  then  a  member), 
and  this  decision  was  the  result, 
would  be  a  subject  of  extreme  sur- 


Both  members  deny  the  canvasing  ^^ 
this  business  by   the   Court ;  they  members  of 
signed  the  paper  having  learnt  from  ^.^,9?^^ 
Mr.  D.  the  intention,  and  had  no  ""***• 
doubt  of  his  being  correct;  they  con- 
fided in  his  not  introducing  any- 
thing which  might  be  improper. 


prisBB  to  me  if  I  had  not  trac'd  from 
what  quarter,  in  what  kind  of  shape, 
and  to  answer  what  purpose  the 
opposition  was  originally  projected. 


HieGovemor  is  a  peirfeet  stianger  Their  quail- 
to  the  projected  opposition  of  the  flcatioDs. 
other  two  members  to  Mr.  Dore; 
they  were  fiz'd  upon  for  this  duty, 
the  one*  from  having  done  the  duty 
of  the  Judge- Advocate  f onnerly,  the 
otherf  a  new  member  to  be  initiated 
in  the  dutys  and  business  of  a  Court, 
and  could  not  be  better  placed  than 
between  two  men  who  know  all  the 
forms. 


I  am  loth  to  trouble  your  Exc'y 
with  aigument  on  the  subject ; 
but  I  wish  to  guard  you  against 
being  misled,  ana  myself  from  the 
imputation  of  committing  any  in- 
novation foreign  to  the  sense  of  the 
Patent,  or  of  naving  given  rise  to 
compUunts  amongst  the  people. 

•  Bicfaaid  Atkins. 


Mr.  Dove  need  not  be  uneasy  at  HonUr  on 
the  probability  of  the  Governor  ^ta  guard, 
beiuff  misled.  He  has  lived  so  long, 
and  has  seen  so  much  of  mankind, 
particularly  in  this  country,  that  he 
IS  quite  upon  his  guard.  He  judges 
for  himself  with  respect  to  the 
Patent. 

t  Lieutenant  Kent 
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Yoar  Exc'y  has  been  informed 
that  they  have  complained  of  my 
mode  of  doins  business.  I  deny 
it.  I  have  collected  the  sense  of 
almost  every  individual  (with  a 
few  partial  exceptions)  of  the 
The  dealers  midlinff  but  respectable  discription 
of  inhabitants.  Those  who  by  habits 
of  trade  and  dealing  were  most 
likely  to  be  interestea,  and  to  have 
a  voice  on  this  occasion — and  from  a 
written  document  (spontaneously 
subscribed  by  nearly  seventy  persons' 


ens. 


<'  Honest 
creditors 
andun« 

Srindpled 
ebtors.** 


M 
names)  which  I  am  in  possession  of, 
it  will  appear  that  so  far  from  the 
people  having  complain'd  of  my 
moae  of  business,  they  have  one  and 
all  heartily  and  gratefully  applauded 
it,  and  if  they  ever  had  reason  to 
complain  it  was  that  such  a  plan 
had  not  heretofore  been  generally 
and  effectually  established. 

JV 

That  they  have  been  put  to 
material  inconvenience,  reduced  to 
ffreat  distresses,  and  been  set  at 
defiance  by  a  certain  description  of 
debtors,  because  they  were  obliged 
to  wait  for  a  Civil  Court  to  get  a 
writ  issued,  before  the  assembling  of 
which,  if  some  more  fortunate  cre- 
ditor did  not  step  in  between,  their 
property  was  wantonly  squandered 
away,  misapplied,  or  wasted,  and 
no  redress  left  them  but  the  persons 
of  their  debtors  devoted  to  a  prison ; 
and  they  unreservedly  declar  d  that 
this  was,  therefore,  the  readiest 
mode  to  preserve  the  property  of 
honest  creditors,  and  defeat  the 
fraudulent  designs  of  unprincipled 
debtors. 

Sd  far  your  Exc'y  will  be  satis- 
fied that  the  interests  of  the  colony 
have  been  in  no  wise  injur'd  by  this 
system  of  business.    ( Vide  M.) 

And  your  Exc'y  may  perhaps 
be  inclined  to  admit  the  general 
propriety  of  the  measure,  but  may 
be  m  doubt  as  to  the  construction 
of  the  Patent. 


The  Governor  is  but  too  well 
acquainted  in  this  colony  with  tlit 
respectable  description  of  peoofe 
Mr.  Dore  alludes  to  when  he  exwti 
in  having  obtained  the  aisnatiins  of 
about  seventy  in  favor  of  his  systeok 
They  have  ever  been  considered  hen 
as  a  class  of  people  ruinous  to  tliose 
on  whom  the  colony  should  chiefly 
depend,  but  whilst  the  settleiiiHit 
is  pesterd  with  such  a  nest  ol 
dealers  the  laboring  farmer  wiO 
never  succeed  and  become  reqied- 
able.  They  will  no  doubt  be  con- 
venient in  promoting  litigation,  and 
all  the  expenses  which  are  now  felt 
in  this  territory  to  attend  it. 

M 

So  far  the  Governor  will  admit 
that  the  interests  of  the  deal^s  hvn 
been  benefitted,  but  the  interest  of 
the  colony  in  its  most  useful  inhabi- 
tants (the  laboring  farmer)  has 
suffered  materially  from  the  t^pto- 
tions  held  out  by  the  dealer  to  thif 
useful  but  thoughtless  description 
of  people. 

The  two  characters  here  oontzai- 
ted  by  Mr.  Dore  were  the  same 
description  of  people  when  they 
came  to  this  country,  and  we  hit* 
very  little  reason  to  think  that  anj 
extraonlinary  change  has  yet  taken 
place  either  in  the  morals  or  priB* 
ciples  of  these  honest  creditors  and 
unprincipled  debtors. 

The  Governor  has  no  doubts  i«- 
specting  the  construction  of  the 
Patent,  altho'  he  cannot  immediately 
adopt  Mr.  Dore's  construction. 


GOYEBKOE  HUNTEE  AND  JUDGE-ADVOCATE  DOBE, 
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That  your  Exc'y  may  under- 
stand  upon  what  eround  I  efltablish 
my  construction  of  the  Patent  when 
I  say  it  does  not  interdict  the  issuing 
of  writs  by  the  Judge- Advocate,  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  that  part 
which  directs  a  Court  of  Civil  Juris- 
diction to  be  assembled,  with  power 
to  hold  plea  of  and  to  hear  and 
determine  all  pleas  concerning  lands, 
debts,  &c.t  rermit  me  to  ask  what 
pleas  are  at  issue?  What  is  the 
Court  to  hear  and  determine  f  unless 
processes  have  been  previously 
issued  for  the  Court  to  hold  such 
pleas  of  and  to  hear  and  determine 


This  question  is  answered  in  the 
first  observation  to  Mr.  Dore*s 
queries.    (KWff  No.  7.)* 


1709 

21  Feb. 

Construc- 
tion of  the 
I<etters 
Patent. 


accordingly.  Had  the  Patent  set 
out  by  directing  such  Court  to 
assemble,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
administer  affidavits  and  to  grant 
write,  which  they  were  afterwards 
(at  a  future  sitting)  to  hear  and 
determine,  the  letter  of  its  meaning 
would  have  been  obvious,  plain,  ana 
unequivocal ;  but  in  the  shape  I  find 
it  I  cannot  give  any  other  construc- 
tion of  its  tenor  than  I  have  done. 
Upon  this  construction  I  have 
form'd  my  opinion ;  and  I  trust  it 
will  appear  when  an  explanation 
comes  from  the  British  Government 
that  if  I  have  not  exactly  compre- 
hended its  express  meaniuff  I  have 
in  no  respect  perverted  the  letter 
of  it. 


The  Patent  had  no  occasion  to  set  Tu-o 
out    by    directing    such   Court    to  contrary 
assemble,  Ac.     That  sense  is  clearly  y'^jjj*'***' 
implied  in  the  letter  of  it ;  conse- 
quently might  have  been  obvious  to 
Mr.  Dore  if  he  had  been  inclined  so 
to  understand  it. 


The  office  of  Judge -Advocate, 
your  Exc'y  will  observe,  is  so 
virtually  important  as  to  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  the  forming  a 
Court  of  Civil  Jurisdiction,  inas- 
much as  all  processes  are  directed 
to  be  under  the  hand  and  seal  of 
this  officer,  who  is  consider'd  as  the 
President  and  leading  member  of 
the  Court.  The  other  members, 
therefore,  altho'  component  parts 
of  such  Court,  in  matters  where  a 
discrimination  of  law  points  is  ne- 
cessary, are  to  be  guided  by  the 
Judge-Advocate,  whom  the  Gov't 
at  home  have  deligated  for  such 
purposes,     and    it    is    reasonable 

*  Ante,  p.  660. 


We  admit  that  the  Judge-Advo-  Importance 
cate  is  necessary  to  the  forming  a  oTJudgpe-^ 
Court,  and  that  all  the  law  processes  offiSI*    * 
should  pass  under  his  hand  and  seal 
as  a  lawyer ;  but  we  are  not  to 
understand  from  that  formality  that 
the  other  members,  as  component 
parts  of  such  Court,  are  to  oe  con- 
sidered as  mere  matter  of  form — as 
men  without  common  sense  or  judg- 
ment.    It  will  be  found  that  some 
of  them  are  not  less  acquainted  with 
forms  than  some  of  the  profession. 


t  Sec  Vol.  i,  part  2,  p.  71. 
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to  Buppoie  were  satisfied  with  his 

2lF«b.  qualincations  and  responsibility ; 
Qualifloa-  ^^^  ^  would  ask  how  your  Exc*y 
tions  of  would  act  if  two  members  were  to 
ofRoen.  take  upon  themselves  to  pronounce 
a  decree  contrary  to  law  ?  What  a 
wide  field  would  this  open  for  renewed 
contentions,  the  offspring  of  doubt, 
uncertainty,  and  dissatisfaction. 
Your  Exc'y  would  naturally  consult 
with  the  only  law  officer  in  the  colony, 
from  a  conviction  that  the  Govern- 
ment which  intrusted  him  with  his 
appointment  was  satisfied  with  his 
competency  to  decide,  and  that  he  is 
responsible  to  them  for  his  decisions. 
I  am  too  tenacious  of  the  important 
trust  confided  to  me  by  the  British 

S 
Government — I  am  too  independent 
in  mind  and  circumstances — ^to  have 
any  sinister  view  to  answer  by  sup- 
porting the  system  I  have  entord 
into.  Nor  can  I  forget  the  sacred 
pledge  I  left  behind  me  to  trMumit 
to  England  by  every  opportonity  a 
faithful  representation  of  this  colony, 
its  police  judicial  proceedings,  &c., 
&c.,  embracing  every  object  worthy 
of  public  communication  ;  and  can  it 
be  supposed  that  I  ^itould  risk  my 
professional  reputation  either  here 
or  at  home  by  attempting  wilfully 
to  violate  the  charter  of  the  colony 
or  establish  any  construction  upon 
its  meaning  foreign  to  the  tenor  of 
it  ?  Can  it  be  supposed  that  I  had 
ever  any  object  in  view  but  the  good 
of  the  colony  and  the  people  ? 

To  the  grateful  suffrages  of  the 
people  on  this  occasion  let  me  appeal 
for  their  general  sense  of  approba- 
tion, and  to  the  effects  already  pro- 
duced by  my  system  for  their  anxious 
wishes  to  continue  it. 

21 
Hunter  dis-  Your  Exc^y  will  suffer  me  here  to 
appointed  in  remark  that  it  was  your  own  par- 
ticular desire  a  professionid  genUe- 
man  should  be  sent  from  ££ffland 
to  regulate  and  qualify  judicial  pro- 
ceedings in  this  colony.  For  that 
purpose  I  am  come,  and  I  trust.  I 
shall  never  want  your  Excy's  sup- 
port as  chief  magistrate  whilst  I 
act  up  to  the  spirit  of  the  appoint- 
ment and  the  apparent  sense  of  the 
dutys  attach 'd  to  it. 


Dore. 


It  is  taken  for  granted  that  the 
Government  at  home  is  sawoied 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  ahiuty  of 
every  officer  they  appointed  here, 
but  they  will  oe  more  so  when 
verified  oy  experience. 


Mr.  Dore'sindepoidenoecHilHnre 
nothing  to  do  with  the  point  inqiMi- 
tion ;  nor  is  it  neoeeaaiy  to  mki 
any  obeervation  upon  Mr.  I^sTievi 
in  supporting  his  new  syetem.  Wi 
pronnses  to  transmit  to  his  frioDdta 
horn  time  to  time  hie  aoeoantof 
observations  made  in  this  ooulqr 
can  have  no  oonneetion  with  tte 
nudn  sabject  of  his  letter  to  tbe 
Gov'r.  Everv  person  resident  heie 
have  an  equal  right  to  give  to  their 
friends  whatever  they  may  think 
worthy  their  notice. 


The  Governor  admits  that  itvii 
his  wish  that  a  professional  gmtls- 
man  of  the  law  should  be  sent  hen 
as  Judge- Advocate,  and  he  treitii 
that  he  wou*d  have  foand  a  wkM 
and  confidential  officer  in  sodi  e 
person ;  but  it  is  with  remt  hi 
must  declare  that,  instead  a  bei«g 
relieved  from  much  trouble  and  pi^ 
plexity,  he  has  experienced  aon 
than  f oimerly. 


GOTBSNOB  HTJKTEB  AKB  JTJDGE-ABYOGATE  BOBE. 


569 


If  yoar  Exe'y  had  been  pleased  in 
an  earlyer  stage  of  this  business  to 
have  interdicted  any  of  my  measures, 
to  you,  sir,  as  Goveinor  of  this  terri- 
tory, I  shon'd  have  paid  every  re- 
spectful! defference. 


The  Governor   had   no  wish   or     siFeK 

desire  to  interdict  an^  of  Mr.  Dore's       

measures,  or  was  it  likely  he  should  &^P!S!r*" 
make  any  observations  upon  what  public, 
he   knew    nothing   about  until  he 
was  told  they  gave   discontent  to 
many. 


Your  Exc'v  may  be  assured  I  shall 
ever  do  so ;  out  permit  me  to  ask  if 
you  are  aware  of  the  evils  likely  to 
result  from  overturning  a  system 
which  as  Judge-Advocate  to  this 
territory  I  have  consider'd  myself 
warranted  in  introducing,  particu- 
larly after  its  good  effects  had  been 
almost  universally  felt  and  acknow- 
ledged. Innummble  and  compli- 
cated will  be  tile  public  incon- 
veniences, perhaps  in  some  instances 
perticnlarly  fatal.  It  will  disturb 
the  current  of  justice,  call  in  ques* 
tion  the  power  of  the  officer  the 
British  Government  has  delegated 
to  80  important  an  appointment, 
and  eventually  tend  to  ciisseminate 
munnnrs  and  dissentions  amongst 
the  people. 


Mr.  Dore*s  anticipation  of  evils  Dore'santi- 
which  will  result  to  the  colony  from  cipations  of 
the  doing  away  a  system  which  he  «>n'*w^<'"- 
has  thought  proper  to  lay  down  is 
absurd.  We  never  have  yet  ex- 
perienced such  calamatyswhen  such 
a  system  as  his  own  was  unknown 
in  this  settlement.  What  danger 
can  there  be  apprehended  from 
following  strictly  and  to  its  full 
extent  that  charter  which  was  given 
as  our  ffviide  ?  The  Gov'r  knows  of 
no  authority  in  the  J. -A.  which 
gives  him  a  power  to  establish 
systems  which  appear  inconsistent 
with  the  sense  and  design  of  our 
charter,  nor  is  he  apprehensive  of 
any  of  those  evils  which  Mr.  Dore 
looks  forward  to  in  following  that 
interpretation  of  the  Patent  which 
has  stood  since  the  establishment  of 
the  settlement.  Whenever  a  more 
extended  colony  and  an  incroas'd 
number  of  inhabitante  mav  render 
a  change  in  the  establish 'd  system 
for  tm  administration  of  justice 
atoeesary,  the  Government  of  the 
mother  country  will  determine  what 
change  should  be  established. 


If  your  Exc'y  conceives  the  strict 
letter  of  the  Patent  forbids  the 
measore  I  have  adopted,  and  wou'd 
recommend  ite  beiuff  henceforth  sus- 
ponled,  henceforth  be  it  suspended ; 
but  surely,  and  at  all  events,  the 
write  which  have  been  granted, 
and  which  are  now  at  issue,  shou*d 
be  heaid  and  detormin'd.  It  will 
then  rest  with  your  Exc'y  to  make 
such  suspension  (until  the  pleasure 
of  the  Government  at  home  is 
known)   as   riudl   be   deemed   ex- 


W 

The  Gov*r  has  not  said  that  the  The  letter  of 
letter  of  the  Patent  in  direct  terms  **»«  ^*«"*- 
interdicte  or  forbids  Mr.  Dere's 
measures,  but  he  has  decUr'd  it  to 
be  his  opinion  that  the  letter  of  that 
instrument  is  clear  and  intelligible, 
and  direete  in  pUin  language  what 
measures  are  to  be  pursued ;  but 
they  are  not  such  as  Mr.  I),  has 
thought  proper  to  lay  down. 

The  GovV  can  give  no  opinion  on 
any  matter  pending  before  a  Court. 
The  members  in  general  will  think 
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•2X  Feb. 


Costs  of 
suit. 


pedient  under  the  existing  circum- 
stances. 

I  have  only  one  observation  to 
tronble  yon  with  in  r^ard  to  the  fees, 
which  nnder  yoor  Excy's  sanction 
I  have  attach'd  to  the  several  pro- 
cesses. All  the  parties  who  have 
subscribed  the  document  I  allude  to 
have  unanimously  declared  that  they 
considered  it  just  and  necessary, 
and  were  well  satisfied  it  was  a 
measure  pregnant  with  good  to  the 
colony,  and  would  prove  serx'iceable 
and  advantageous  to  the  trading 
part  of  it ;  but  on  referring  to  the 
ratent  your   Exc'y  will    see   that 

X 

costs  of  suit  are  particularly  allowed. 
I  have,  &c., 

RiCHD.  DORE, 

Judge-Advocate. 


for  themselves,   and  their  decinoB 
will  come  before  him  in  conne. 


of  illness. 


The  Governor,  relative  to  ooitiof 
suit,  contends  that  aXL  those  thingp 
are  to  be  settled  by  the  Court,  uiia 
he  presumes  that  the  other  membeit 
may  be  as  tenacious  of  their  ntai* 
tion  as  Mr.  Dore  may  be  of  bia 
They  appear  unwilling  to  oonfiiiB 
the  unbounded  power  of  the  Jud^ 
Advocate  and  their  own  intogniii- 
cance  as  members  of  that  Court 

J.H. 

[Enclosure  No.  10.] 
Messrs.  Atkins  and  Williamson  to  Governor  Hunteb. 

Sydney,  3rd  February,  1799. 
5<>re|8piea  YouR  Excellency  having  signified  to  us  that  Mr.  Dore,  the  Judge- 
Advocate,  in  one  of  his  letters,  complained  of  our  taking  an 
unfair  advantage  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Civil  Court,  in  pro- 
posing questions  to  him  at  the  time  he  was  labouring  under  great 
Ixxlily  infirmity,*  it  becomes  necessary  for  us  to  represent  to  your 
Excellency  that  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  Court  the  Judge- 
Advocate  was  asked  whether  he  was  able  to  proceed  to  business; 
that  if  he  was,  Mr.  Atkins,  one  of  the  members  wished  to  propose 
a  question  to  him,  to  which  the  Judge- Advocate  answered,  "By  all 
means."  At  the  time  this  passed,  Mr.  Balmain  was  sitting  with 
Mr.  Dore.  The  question  proposed  by  Mr.  Atkins  was,  "Whether' 
in  all  judicial  proceedings  is  or  is  not  the  Charter  of  the  colony  to 
be  our  guide  ? " 

The  answer  the  Judge- Advocate  gave  was — "Certainly." 
Receiving  this  answer,  Mr.  Atkins  replied — "  That,  sir,  being  the 
case,  I  am  of  opinion  that  all  the  writs  of  arrest  issued  by  yw 
without  the  sanction  of  a  Court  of  Civil  Jurisdiction  are  illegal 
Mr.  Williamson,  another  member,  joining  in  opinion,  we  desired 
it  might  be  made  a  minute  of  the  proceedings  of  the  said  Courti 
but  the  Judge- Advocate  refusing  so  to  do,  either  by  himself  or 

*  Ante,  p.  558  (ncteX 


Legal 
write. 


Ityof 
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clerk,  and  thinking  it  absolutely  necessary  for  our  own  justifica-       1799 
tion  that  it  should  be  done,  Mr.  Atkins  entered  it  himself,  and  it     21  Feb. 
having  been  signed  and  approved  of  by  the  two  junior  members, 
we   conceived  it  was  binding  upon   the   Judge- Advocate,   who 
certainly  is  vested  with  no  greater  power  than  any  other  individual 
member.     The  Court  then  adjourned  «?itf  die. 

It  is  not  unknown  to  your  Excellency  that  notwithstanding  the  Dore  con- 
Court  had  determined  the  writs  so  issued  were  illegal,  the  Judge-  SjS^^ts. 
Advocate  still  continued  the  practice  to  the  great  contempt  (as  we 
conceive)  of  your  Excellency's  authority  and  that  of  the  Court. 
We  beg  leave  to  say  that  we  feel  ourselves  happy  at  all  times  in 
obeying  your  Excellency's  orders,  but  when  our  best  endeavours 
for  the  public  good  are  to  be  treated  with  the  contempt  they  have 
been  by  that  gentleman,  we  are  free  to  confess  our  duty  becomes 
irksome.     Ten  years  have  now  elapsed  since  the  jurisdiction  of 
that  Court  has  been  acknowledged,  and  the  powers  granted  it  by 
the  Charter  clearly  defined.      The  late  attempt  of  the   Judge-  Probable 
Advocate  to  act  independent  of  it  is  such  an  innovation  that  SJi^J^  ^^ 
we  know  your  Excellency  will  clearly  perceive  the  serious  conse-  Sore's 
quences  that  may  attend  it,  for  it  not  only  assumes  the  power  of  ^^  ^°* 
establishing  unauthorized  fees  (which  we  are  ready  to  prove),  by 
which  means  the  poor  and  necessitous,  from  their  inability  to 
pay  them,  may  be  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  those  laws  which  was 
intended  to  operate  for  the  advantage  of  all  discriptions  of  per- 
sons, but  it  likewise  arrogates  the  power  of  imprisoning  the  sub- 
ject without  control.     Those  are  serious  considerations  which  we 
submit  to  your  Excellency's  superior  judgement,  and  beg  leave  to 
subscribe  ourselves 

Your  Excellency's,  tfec, 

Richard  Atkins, 

James  Williamson, 

Members  of  the  Civil  Court. 

[Enclosure  No.  11.] 
Governor  Hunter  to  The  Officers. 

Sydney,  New  South  "Wales, 
Gentlemen,  15th  January,  1799. 

The  subject  upon  which  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  call  Hunter  cuis 
you  together  being  of  a  nature  which  I  conceive  of  considerable  ^|e°hen" 
importance  to  various  descriptions  of  persons  in  this  colony,  as 
well  as  to  the  public  concerns  generally,  and  as  it  is  my  wish  to 
have  the  advantage  of  your  opinions,  I  shall  have  a  few  questions 
to  propose  for  your  consideration,  and  upon  which  I  am  desirous 
of  receiving  your  sentiments.  But  before  I  put  any  of  those 
questions  it  may  be  proper  you  should  be  particularly  informed 
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1790  on  the  faosiiiess  whi^  gives  rise  to  them,  and  that  I  should  laj 
^1  Feb.  before  you,  to  assist  your  judgement  in  deciding,  the  original 
Charter  or  Patent  upon  which  our  Courts  <^  law  in  this  colony 
are  established.  I  shall  now  proceed  to  inform  you  as  briefly  as 
possible. 
The  origin  That  a  precept  having  been  issued  under  my  hand  and  seal  fcNr 
dLpate.  assembling  a  Court  of  Civil  Judicature,  and  which,  agreahle  to 
public  notice,  was  to  have  met  upon  the  12th  of  December  last, 
but  was  afterwards  postponed  until  the  20th.  On  that  day  it 
assembled.  After  the  members  had  been  sworn,  and  had  taJsen 
their  seats,  the  Court  entered  upon  business.  A  writ  having  been 
laid  before  them  of  a  date  anterior  to  the  time  appointed  for  the 
assembling  such  Court,  the  two  junior  members  hesitated  upon 
the  propriety  of  taking  cognizance  of  a  matter  which  had  taken 
place  before  the  Court  of  which  they  were  members  had  an 
existence. 

The  letter  of  the  Patent  having  hitherto  governed  the  proceed- 
ings of  such  Court  in  this  colony,  they  were  desirous  of  information 
A  point  of  from  the  Advocate-Judge  how  far  they  could  legaly  take  cognizance 
of  the  business  now  brought  before  them,  and  which  had  not 
received  their  sanction  as  members  of  that  Court ;  they  expressed 
an  opinion  that  such  business  was  informal,  and  wished  the  Judge- 
Advocate  to  remove  the  doubts  which  pressed  upon  their  mind, 
and  that  they  looked  to  him  as  a  professional  man  for  that  in- 
formation of  which  they  stood  so  much  in  need. 

Instead  of  making  any  attempt  whatever  to  clear  up  the  difficulty 

The  Judg«-   under  which  they  labored,  the  Judge-Advocate  arose  from  his  chair, 

conduct.  '    took  his  hat,  and  quitted  the  Court,  saying  that  he  knew  his  own 

authority.     He  was  ask'd  by  one  of  the  members  (both  of  whom 

he  left  in  their  seats)  if  he  meant  to  adjourn  the  Court ;  he  replied 

he  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.* 

In  consequence  of  this  extraordinary  and,  in  my  opinion,  most 
unjustifiable  conduct  of  the  Judge- Advocate,  the  other  members 
quitted  the  Court-room,  round  which  many  people  were  assembled 
The  Court    upon  business.     I  met  those  two  gentlemen  in  the  street,  and 
*    having  expres'd  some  surprize  at  seeing  them  there,  when  I  sup- 
posed them  employed  on  the  business  of  the  Court,  they  were 
proceeding  to  inform  me  of  the  cause,  but  I  declined  receiving 
information  upon  a  matter  of  such  moment  in  that  way,  and 
denred  they  would  state  the  circumstances  to  me  in  writing,  that 
I  might  not  be  liable  to  mistake  or  misunderstand  their  statement ; 
they  did  so  immediately,  and  addressed  their  letters  upon  public 
service.     Being  much  vex'd  and  astonished  at  a  conduct  so  un- 
Hunter  calif  aooountable,  I  wrote  immediately  to  the  Judge-Advocate,  stating 
twAn  ex*^    the  information  I  had  received,  t     I  addressed  my  letter  upon  the 
pianation.     service  of  his  Majesty,  and  desired  an  answer,  in  oider  that  I 
might  pursue  such  steps  as  the  public  good  might  requii^     To 

*  Ante,  p.  668w  f  Hunter  to  Dore,  SSnd  December,  1798,  ante,  p.  550. 
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this  public  letter  I  have  never  i^eceived  any  reply  whatever,  not      1799 
even  an  acknowledgement  that  it  had  been  received.  21  Feb. 

I  shall  not  in  this  place  animadvert  upon  this  pointed  disrespect;       •; — 
another  time  may  be  more  proper ;  I  shall,  however,  take  this  respectful 
opportunity  to  observe  that,  considering  it  in  a  public  point  of  ■*^«*x*- 
view,  it  can  bear  no  other  construction  than  tliat  of  a  striking 
contempt  of  the  office  and  authority  which  I  hold  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  his  Majesty  in  this  distant  part  of  his  dominions,  and 
which  no  consideration  upon  earth  shall  dispose  me  to  pass  over 
untill  it  has  been  laid  before  the  King. 

The  Court  having  now  been  set  aside  a  second  time  to  the  great 
injury  and  inconvenience  of  many,  I  have  desired  this  meeting 
with  you  gentlemen  in  order  that  I  may  have  the  assistance  of  Hunter  asks 
your  judgement  relative  to  the  steps  which  such  a  conduct  may  ^SSS! 
render  it  necessary  for  me  to  adopt  for  the  regular  and  effectual 
administration  of  public  justice  in  all  concerns  of  a  civil  nature. 

You  will  see  the  necessity  of  coming  to  an  early  decision  upon 
«  matter  in  which  bis  Majesty's  service  and  the  public  welfare 
of  the  settlement  is  so  materially  concerned. 

I  am  well  aware,  gentlemen,  that  my  public  situation  and  the 
power  deligated  to  me  fix>m  his  Majesty  will  at  all  times  enable 
me  to  act  with  promptitude  upon  such  occasions  as  the  present, 
or  any  other  wherein  it  shall  appear  to  me  that  the  public  good  and 
his  Majesty's  service  are  materially  concerned.  But  I  do  not  Neceseity 
incline  to  give  way  to  any  sudden  impulse,  but  to  be  govem'd  by  t?on.^  *  **' 
mature  consideration ;  I  have  therefore  to  desire  your  opinions 
in  aid  of  my  own,  reserving  to  myself  as  the  responsible  person 
the  power  of  deciding  in  such  way  as  the  public  service  may 
appear  to  me  ta  require. 

I  have  now  only  to  observ^e,  gentlemen,  that  in  deciding  upon 
the  questions  which  I  liave  to  propose,  it  may  be  proper  that  you 
should  recollect  that  every  officer  in  this  colony  is  liable  to  be  Ckmstitution 
nam'd  in  the  precept  as  a  member  of  the  Civil  Court,  and  that  it  **'  t*»«  Court. 
has  some  time  past  been  my  determination  to  withdraw  a  part 
of  that  fatiguing  duty  from  the  very  few  gentlemen  who  have 
hitherto  had  the  burthen  of  it.  One  of  the  members  of  this  present 
Court  is  the  first  of  those  who  have  never  yet  been  call'd  upon  this 
service.  Jno.  Hunter. 

[Enclosare  No.  12.] 

Hunter's  Questions  to  Officers. 

Questions  proposed  by  the  Governour  to  tlie  Principal  Officers  in 
the  Colony  (Civile  Military y  and  Naval),  in  tlie  Court-room, 
Sydney,  January  15th,  1799: — 

1st.  Are  you,  gentlemen,  of  opinion  that  the  Judge- Advocate  powers  of 
of  this  colony  has  a  power  wholly  independent  of  our  Court  of  ^JfyJ^jJ^!' 
Civil  Jurisdiction  to  issue  writs  in  his  own  name  ? 
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1799  2nd.  Have  the  members  of  a  Civil  Court  authority  to  delegate 

21  Feb.     ^  ^^^  Judge- Advocate  a  power  to  issue  writs  in  his  own  name 
during  the  adjournment  of  the  Court  ? 

A  auestion  3rd.  If  jou  shou'd  admit  that  the  other  members  may,  without 
tionf*^^*  impropriety,  sanction  the  Judge- Advocate's  issuing  writs  in  the 
name  of  the  Court,  during  its  adjournment,  and  as  a  matter  o! 
convenience  to  those  who  have  business  to  do  before  that  Court, 
can  such  authority  operate  upon  the  members  of  any  subsequent 
Court,  or  is  it  effectual  only  during  the  existence  of  that  Court  of 
which  those  who  gave  that  authority  were  members  ? 

4th.  Do  you  suppose  if  the  present  Judge- Advocate  to  this 
colony  brought  out  with  him  any  power  authorizing  him  to  act 
in  matters  which  we  have  considered  cognizable  only  by  a  Court, 
wholly  and  absolutely  independent  of  the  other  members  of  that 
Court,  that  there  cou'd  be  any  occasion  for  his  apjdying  lor  their 
sanction  in  writing  for  that  purpose  ? 

The  Judge.        5th.  Is  it  not  the  duty  of  the  Judge- Advocate  to  afford  such 
duty.  information  relative  to  points  or  forms  of  law  to  the  other  members 

of  the  Court  as  they  may  see  occasion  to  apply  to  him  for  t 

6  th.  Do  you  think,  if  the  Judge- Advocate  had  brought  out  with 
His  powers  him  to  this  country  any  power  different  from  what  was  originaUy 
granted  to  that  office  in  this  country,  and  particularly  such  as 
cou'd  authorize  him  to  annul  the  instructions  so  expressly  gi^en 
in  the  Patent  for  holding  our  Courts,  and  to  adopt  such  as  he  choee 
instead,  that  such  powers  would  not  have  been  made  known  to 
the  commanding  officer,  under  whose  authority  they  were  to  be 
exercis'd  ? 

7th.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  any  situation  which  the  present 
Judge-Advocate  to  this  colony  may  have  heretofore  held  in  any 
and  of  the  Courts  of  law  in  England  is  a  sufficient  authority  for  him 

*^  ^*  in  this  country  to  make  whatever  innovations  or  alterations  he 
may  be  desirous  of  in  those  instructions  contained  in  the  Patent 
before  you,  and  which  have  hitherto  governed  all  our  judidil 
proceedings  in  this  settlement  from  its  establishment  ? 

*rhe  wording      g^h.  Have  you  been  able  to  discover  anything  defective  or 

Patent.         Unintelligible  in  the  Charter  or  Patent  for  establishing  our  Civil 

Court  here  which  could  possibly  justify  any  innovation  whatever 

upon  its  sense  or  meaning,  until  such  defect  or  unintelligible  part 

had  been  first  represented  to  his  Majesty's  Minister,  and  we  had 

received  the  sanction  of   Government  for  such  alteration  t 

i>ore'8  9th.  Was  the  manner  of  the  Judge- Advocate  upon  the  first 

towards  the  assembling  of  the  Civil  Court,  on  the  20th  December  (the  partial- 

other  mem.   i^pg  q£  y^y^ch  I  have  Stated  from  the  authority  of  the  other 

members),  such  as  it  should  have  been  in  that  place  and  vjxm  M 

occasion  ? 
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10th.  Could  such  a  manner  be  considered  in  any  other  light       1799 
than  that  of  a  gross  insult  to  the  Court  itself,  and  as  mark'd     si  Feb. 
contempt  of  the  authority  by  which  it  had  been  assembled  ? 

11th.  Do  you  think  it  the  duty  of  an  officer  holding  an  appoint- 
ment under  the  Crown,  when  he  receives  a  letter  addressed  upon  »nd  dis- 
the  service  of  his  Majesty,  and  that,  too,  from  a  superior  authority,  tovSiSs 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  such  letter,  and  if  it  requires  it  to  h^"^*^- 
return  an  answer  ?  J.H. 

[Enclosure  No.  13.] 

Officers'  Replies  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Sir,  Court-house,  Sydney,  15th  January,  1799. 

In  answer  to  the  questions  your  Excellency  has  l>een 
pleased  to  submit  to  our  consideration,  we  beg  leave  to  reply  to 
the, — 

1st.  That  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  Judge- Advocate  is  not  The  officers* 
authorised  by  the  Patent  to  issue  writs  but  in  conjunction  with  {"^J^uhc 
the  two  members  who,  with  the  Judge- Advocate,  constitute  the  Patent. 
Court,  because  the  Patent,  in  our  judgment,  expressly  enacts  and 
directs  that  a  Civil  Court  of  Judicature  shall  constantly  be  in 
existence  for  the  purpose  at  all  times  of  dispencing  instant  justice, 
which  Court  is,  in  our  opinion,  alone  competent  to  decide  on  all 
actions  or  complaints  of  debt— altho'  it  has  hitherto  been  the 
practice  of  the  magistrates  to  decide  on  complaints  of  debts  for 
small  sums,  a  practice  that  we  suppose  has  originated  in  a  mis- 
conception of  the  Patent.* 

To  the  2nd : — That  the  members  of  the  Civil  Court  have  no 
right  to  deligate  any  authority  to  the  Judge- Advocate  to  issue 
any  writ  whatever,  unless  they  are  present. 

To  the  3rd  and  4th  we  answer  in  the  negative.  Their 

To  the  5th  and  6th  we  answer  in  the  affirmative.  Hunter's* 

To  the  7th  and  8th  we  answer  in  the  negative.  queries. 

9th.  Is  a  subject,  in  its  nature,  of  such  extreme  delicacy  (Mr. 
l>ore  not  being  present  to  account  for  his  conduct)  that  we  must 
decline  offering  any  opinion  on  it.  And  on  the  10th  we  are,  with 
submission,  of  the  same  opinion. 

11th.  We  conceive  neglecting  to  acknowledge  any  public  letter 
from  the  Governor  to  be  disrespectful  and  highly  improper. 

We  have,  &c., 
J.  Foveaux. 
Geo.  Johnston. 
Jno.  Shortland. 
John  McArthur. 
J.  T.  Prentice. 
Augustus  Alt. 
William  Balmain 
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1790  I  beg  to  answer  the  first  question  by  a  simple  negative,  and  in 

21  Feb.     ^  ^6  others  I  perfectly  agree  with  the  foregoing  signatures. 

H.  Watbrhousb. 
R.  Johnson. 

To  the  first  question  we  answer  only  in  the  negative,  and  to  tke 
ninth  and  tenth  questions,  the  Judge- Advocate's  conduct  was  higiilj 
improper.  To  all  the  other  questions  we  are  of  the  same  opinion 
with  the  other  subscribers.  Wm.  Keht. 

S.  Mabsden. 

[Enclosure  No.  14.] 

Judge-Advocate  Dors  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Judge-Advocate's  Office,  20th  January,  1799. 

to^H  '^**  The  Judge- Advocate  has  the  honor  of  the  GJovemor's  official  com- 
munication on  the  subject  of  the  meeting  conven'd  by  his  Ezc'y  on 
Tuesday  last. 

The  Judge- Advocate,  in  obedience  to  the  Govemor^s  oommaiM^ 
will  certainly  pay  due  attention  to  the  unanimous  opinkm  of  the 
chief  officers  of  the  colony.  At  the  same  time  he  presmnes  tlistii 
is  intended  to  regulate  future  proceedings  without  any  retnwpect 
to  the  past,  the  cancelling  or  suspending  of  which  his  Ezc'y  mi^ 
be  assured  will  inevitably  be  productive  of  veiy  serious  inooa- 
venience  to  the  public. 

Conutruc-  In  the  copy  of  the  Patent  which  the  Grovemor  fumish'd  ti» 

fSSmt,  ^  Judge- Advocate  with  for  his  instruction  the  words  alluded  to 
by  his  Exc'y  are  omitted,  consequently  the  error  rests  with  the 
transcriber.  Otherwise  such  words  obviously  carry  with  them  a 
meaning  which  it  was  not  possible  to  have  misconceived,  namelj, 
^*  That  a  Civil  Court  of  Judicature  shall  constantly  be  in  existmioe 
for  the  purpose  at  all  times  of  dispensing  uistant  justice.'^ 

to  a)"Sto  ^^®  Judge- Advocate  takes  leave  to  request  his  Exc'y  will  be 
send  £>me.  pleased  to  direct  a  copy  of  all  the  questions  proposed  at  ike  meetr 
ing  to  be  sent,  without  which  his  narrative  of  these  proceediofli 
will  necessarily  be  imperfect,  and  a  chasm  appears  in  the  dettOs 
which  his  friends  in  England  will  be  at  a  loss  to  account  for. 
A  rumour.  The  Judge- Advocate  is  surprised  to  hear  a  report  has  been 
current  at  Parramatta  that  Mr.  Atkins  shortly  expects  to  resume 
his  office  as  Acting  Judge- Advocate,  and  the  tone  of  exultation 
with  which  that  gentleman  has  thought  proper  to  give  out  that  he 
has  declai*'d  the  writs  lately  issued  to  be  null  and  void  seems  to 
afford  a  reasonable  conjecture  from  what  quarter,  and  to  answer 
what  temporary  purpose,  this  report  has  originated. 

*  These  words  were  quoted  from  the  officers'  replv  to  Hunter's  first  question  (ante,  p.  ^ 
They  were  not,  at  Dore  here  apparently  pretended  to  believe,  quoted  from  the  Patent  Sec 
the  text  of  the  Patent,  Vol  i,  part  2,  p.  70. 


A 


THE  INTERPRETATION   OF  THE  PATENT.  577 

[EncloBure  No.  15.]  I799 

Governor  Hunter  to  Judge-Advocate  Dore.  21  Feb. 

21st  January,  1799. 

The  Governor  Las  no  other  observations  to  make  to  Mr.  Dore  Hunter's 
upon  the  sense  and  meaning  of  the  Patent  than  to  remark  that  '"'^**^^- 
Mr.  Dore  is  desirous  of  putting  a  sense  upon  it  which  no  officer 
or  other  person  in  the  colony  can  admit,  as  appears  by  the  unani- 
mous opinion  laid  before  the  Governor,  and  in  which  he  perfectly 
coincides. 

The  transcript  of  that  part  of  the  Patent  which  has  been  the 
subject  of  consideration  is  correct ;  the  words  which  Mr.  Dore  A  cor- 
has  thought  proper  to  quote,  and  is  desirous  of  considering  as  the  '^  *^°' 
express  words  of  the  Patent,  if  he  will  take  the  trouble  to  recur 
to  the  answer  made  by  the  officers  to  the  Governor's  first  question, 
he  will  discover  that  it  is  the  language  in  which  those  gentlemen 
chose  to  convey  their  construction  of  the  sense  and  design  of  the 
Patent,  and  not  what  Mr.  Dore  is  disposed  to  imagine  may  be  the 
words  of  that  instrument. 

Mr.  Dore  presumes  that  the  opinion  of  the  Governor  and  The  offlcere* 
officers  is  intended  only  to  regulate  future  proceedings  without  ^*'"**"*" 
any  retrospect  to  the  past.  But  as  Mr.  Dore  knew  long  before 
the  Governor  saw  it  necessary  to  collect  the  opinions  of  the 
officers  that  those  opinions  were  unfavourable  to  his  plan,  which 
they  have  not  hesitated  to  declare  illegal,  he  cannot  suppose 
that  they  will  sanction  what  they  have  so  often  condemned  as 
wrong.  Mr.  Dore  has  had  very  early  information  upon  this 
subject,  but  has  chosen  to  hold  in  contempt  and  to  act  in  defiance 
of  such  opinions. 

Mr.  Dore's  observation  respecting  Mr.  Atkins  wou'd  have  been  Atkins  and 
more  properly  sent  to  that  gentleman.  The  Governor  desires  Mr.  ^' 
Dore  will  not  trouble  him  with  insinuations  of  a  private  nature 
which  respect  others,  and  with  which  he  can  have  no  concern. 
Mr.  Atkins  is  capable  of  answering  for  himself,  if  Mr.  Dore  has 
any  charge  to  bring  against  him.  He  shall  be  informed  of  the 
report  Mr.  Dore  has  heard  to  his  disadvantage,  and  he  may  per- 
haps be  able  to  trace  the  source  from  whence  it  came. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

[Enclosure  No.  16.] 

Judge-Advocate  Dore  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Sir,  Sydney,  22nd  January,  1799. 

As  no  part  of  our  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  the 
Patent  seems  likely  to  remove  the  obstacles  which  have  occur'd 
in  the  construction  of   it,  I  shall  give  your  Exc'y  no  further  ^^j"^* 
trouble  than  merely  to  observe  it  appears  rather  extraordinary  correspon- 
that  the  tenor  and  meaning  of  so  important  an  instrument  should  *^*°^' 

VOL.  Ill — 2  0 
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Dore  and  the 
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confidence 
in  Dore. 


Dore  awaits 

Hunter's 
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have  been  misconceiv'd  for  such  a  series  of  years,  and  by  so  many 
able  and  intelligent  officers,  and  now  only  begun  to  be  understood 
because  the  Judge- Advocate  has  in  his  professional  character 
offered  an  interpretation  of  it  which  your  Exc*y  is  not  disposed 
to  allow. 

I  cou'd  have  wish'd  your  Exc*y  had  favoured  me  with  the 
names  of  those  gentlemen  whose  opinions  you  are  pleased  to  say 
I  have  held  in  contempt  and  set  at  defiance,  and  had  pointed  out 
at  what  time  those  opinions  were  said  to  have  been  suggested  to 
me.  I  should  have  had  an  opportunity  of  convincing  your  Exc'y 
that  I  am  incapable  of  arrogating  to  myself  any  power  incon- 
sistent with  the  duties  of  my  office. 

You,  sir,  have  done  me  the  honor  in  more  than  one  or  t'wo 
instances  to  say  you  left  the  exercise  of  those  duties  intirely  t^ 
myself,  in  full  confidence  of  my  judgement,  nor  did  your  Eic'y 
ever  express  any  doubt  to  me  as  to  the  legality  of  my  proceedings 
until  after  you  had  convened  the  officers  of  the  colony  and  taken 
their  opinion  on  the  subject.  Permit  me  to  remark  that  such  a 
measure  was  altogether  unnecessary,  so  far  as  my  sense  of  duty 
was  implicated,  since  I  should  most  certainly  have  paid  every 
respect  to  your  Exc'y's  pleasure,  so  soon  as  it  had  been  signified 
to  me  either  officially  or  privately ;  and  after  observing  that  the 
affikirs  of  the  trading  part  of  the  colony  are  every  day  getting 
more  and  more  confused  and  derang'd  on  account  of  the  total 
suspension  of  law  proceedings  (produced  by  this  recent  construc- 
tion of  the  Charter),  I  beg  leave  to  add  that  I  wait  your  Exc'y's 
commands,  and  have  the  honor  to  remain,  &c.      -Ri^-jn    "H 

[Enclosure  No  17.] 

Governor  Hunter  to  Judge-Advocate  Dors. 
Sir,  23rd  January,  1799. 

I  have  no  inclination  to  dwell  longer  upon  the  subject  of 
that  Patent,  the  tenor  and  meaning  of  which  you  express  surprizi^ 
should  not  have  been  understood  untill  now  ;  but  this  being  y^nr 
opinion  only,  I  shall  observe  that  it  never  has  in  mine  been  mis- 
understood untill  your  arrival  in  the  colony,  nor  have  I  upon  any 
occasion  which  concerned  our  Courts  of  law  had  difficulty  or  trouble 
in  my  public  situation  to  contend  with  until  that  period. 

The  meeting  which  I  assembled  was  for  the  purpose  of  a  full  and 
complete  investigation  of  that  very  Patent,  and  the  only  difference 
Pemianenoy  in  the  construction  of  its  sense  and  meaning  from  former  opinions 
ofthcCourt.  ^i^i^jj  tjjjijj  assembly  entertained  was  that  it  appeared  to  be  the 
object  and  design  of  that  instrument  that  a  Court  of  Civil  Jurisdic- 
tion shou'd  be  constantly  in  existence  in  this  colony,  the  occasional 
members  of  which  being  at  all  times  known  cou'd  be  assembled  at 
an  hour's  notice  for  the  purpose  of  instant  justice. 


Construc- 
tion of  the 
Patent. 
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It  is  impoflsible  I  should  not  feel  astonishment  at  your  appearing      1799 
not  to  know  that  the  two  junior  members  of  this  last  Civil  Couit     21  Feb. 
are  the  gentlemen  whose  opinions  you  appear'd  by  your  treatment       -j — 
of  them  to  hold  in  contempt,  and  to  have  set  at  defiance,  by  issuing  memb^  of 
writs  from  your  own  authority,  after  they  had  publicly  and  in  your  ^^^  ^"^• 
own  presence  declared  them  illegal 

It  was  always  my  wish  to  leave  the  dutys  of  the  Judge- Advocate  The  Judjce- 
to  the  sole  management  of   whatever   officer  might  have  been  i^d  ^e* 
appointed  by  his  Majesty  to  fill  that  office,  so  long  as  he  acted  Governor. 
consistent  with  that  instruction  by  which  he  shou'd  be  governed ; 
but  it  is  a  part  of  the  Governor's  duty,  whenever  he  shall  see  just 
eause,  to  interfere  and  to  forbid  every  improper  innovation  upon 
those  instructions. 

You  are,  sir,  incorrect  in  your  observation  that  I  never  expres'd 
•ny  doubt  of  the  legality  of  your  proceedings  untill  after  I  had 
convened  the  officers  of  the  colony,  because  on  the  20th  of  DecV, 
when  you  left  the  Court  in  the  extraordinary  manner  you  then 
-  did,  you  soon  after  call'd  upon  me ;  I  on  that  occasion  gave  you  An 
my  sentiments  on  your  having  arrogated  to  yourself  a  power  of  J"ter\lew. 
acting  independent  of  the  other  members  of  the  Court,  and  which 
in  my  judgement  was  illegal. 

I  have  no  will  of  my  own  to  gratify  or  indulge  contrary  to  the  Hunter'a 
Ipeneral  good,  nor  am  I  disposed  to  medle  in  concerns  of  so  much  Jjjjiy*  *°** 
miportance  as  those  for  which  the  law  has  so  amply  provided  ;  my 
desire  is,  that  the  instructions  we  have  been  supplied  with,  and 
which  appear  to  me  to  be  plain,  clear,  and  intelligible,  may  be  our 
constant  guide.  There  does  not  seem  any  room  for  misconstruction 
by  the  trading  part  of  the  colony.  I  can  only  imagine  you  may 
allude  to  the  private  petty  dealers,  who  are  in  my  opinion  a  public 
pest,  a  class  of  people  ruinous  to  that  description  of  men  who  ought 
to  be  the  chief  support  of  the  colony — the  laboring  farmer. 

Our  ideas  seeming  to  differ  so  very  widely  in  points  of  some  Dore  his 

consequence  is  sufficient  cause  for  my  desiring  that  you  shou'd  JS'iongw. 

consider  the  confidential  situation  into  which  at  your  omn  solicita- 

iian*  I  had  chosen  you  as  now  at  an  end.     j  . 

X  am,  cKc, 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

My  Lord  Duke,  21st  February,  1799.t 

The  increasing  perplexitys  which  have  of  late  attended  ^^^^i^"* 
some  of  our  law  proceedings,  and  the  present  appearance  of  party 

*  In  Hunter  to  Portland,  2r)th  May,  1798,  ante,  p.  890,  Hunter  stated  that  he  had  appointed 
1>ore  upon  the  reoomaiendation  of  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

f  For  901116  reason,  now  unknown.  Hunter  antedated  this  lettw.  The  trial  of  Nichols 
oeeiOTed  in  the  middle  of  March,  and  there  is  evidence  to  show  that  Hunter  despatched 
infai  letter  in  or  about  the  month  of  June,  1799. 
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taking  place  in  our  Courts,  are  considerations  of  such  weighty 
importance  that  I  shou'd  consider  myself  highly  difficient  in  my 
attention  to  his  Majesty's  service  were  I  not  to  make  your  Grace 
acquainted  with  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  remedy  or  some 
instructions  on  the  subject.     My  separate  letter*  of  this  date  will 
in  some  degree  shew  from  whence  some  part  of  those  difficoltys 
may  reasonably  be  supposed  to  arise  or  be  encouraged.     But  thkfc 
your  Grace  may  have  the  most  clear  and  distinct  evidence  of  the 
prevalence  of  party  here,  operating  in  various  ways  to  the  injury 
of  the  public  service  and  general  interest  of  the  colony,  I  transmit 
some  circumstances  relative  to  the  proceedings  of   a  Court  of 
Criminal  Judicature  lately  held  here   for   the   trial   of  several 
offenders. 

I  shall  only  remark  here,  my  Lord,  that  no  difficultys  of  the 
nature  alluded  to  were  ever  known  in  this  colony  formerly.     I  had 
vainly  hop'd  and  believed  that  the  Judge- Advocate,  lately  arrived, 
wou'd  have  proved  a  public  advantage  to  all  our  judicial  cohceriLS, 
and,  thro'  that  me«ans,  a  vast  relief  to  my  mind,  and  that  he  would 
have  convinced  the  whole  colony  that  he  wou'd  exercise  the  dutys 
of  his  office  in  the  most  independent  manner,  unconnect'd  with 
party  of  any  kind.     To  shew  how  far  I  am  warranted  in  saying 
that  a  party  exists  in  this  colony  for  the  most  indefencible  of  all 
purposes,  comenting  upon  all  the  public  measures  which  are  found 
calculated  to  interfere  in  any  degree  with  the  private  objects  and 
views  of  the  dealers,  whose  ruinous  traffic  I  have  said  so  much 
upon,  and  putting  the  most  inaplicable  and  malicious  constructions 
upon  them,  and  forcasting,  wherever  it  may  be  possible,  stumbling- 
blocks  in  my  way  and  in  that  of  such  officers  as  may  have  spirit 
and  independence   enough  to   co-operate  with   me  upon  public 
service,  I  transmit  at  length  the  trial  of  a  man  whose  prosecution 
I  must  declare  to  your  Grace  has  appeared  to  me  to  have  been 
carried  on  thro'  a  chain  of  such  evidence  as  wou'd  not  have  been 
admitted  in  any  Court  of  law  in  England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland ;  the 
minutes  of  the  Court  will,  without  any  remarks  of  mine,  satisfy 
your  Grace  upon  the  subject.     But  it  may  be  necessary,  in  order 
to  make  it  clear  to  your  Grace  that  I  have  no  motive  but  the 
general  good,  and  that  my  representation  upon  this  occasion  pro- 
ceeds from  a  most  ardent  desire  of  seeing  rigid  justice  admimster'd 
to  all  his  Majesty's  subjects  who  reside  here  under  my  authoritT, 
and  to  prevent,  as  far  as  it  may  be  in  my  power,  everything  which 
has  the  smallest  appearance  of  oppression,  I  judge  it  proper  to  point 
out  who  this  man  whose  sentence  I  have  not  confirmed  is — Isaac 
Nichols.     He  was  chief  ovei'seer  of  the  different  gangs  emplo/d 
in  labour  of  various  kinds  about  the  town  of  Sydney  and  its  vicinity. 
His  general  conduct  and  character,  after  an  experience  of  two 
years  and  a  half  in  that  station,  stood  high  in  my  estimation,  as 
well  as  in  that  of  Captain  Johnston,  my  aide-de-camp,  from  whom 


*  Ante,  p.  547. 
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lie  in  general  received  my  orders,  altho'  frequently  from  myself  in       1799 
person.     He  was  of  more  advantage  to  the  prompt  execution  of     21  Feb. 
the  different  works  upon  which  he  was  employed  than  any  man 
of  his  line  in  the  service  of  Government  within  this  settlement. 
He  officiated  in  all  the  dutys  of  a  superintendant,  altho'  only  an 
'overseer,  with  the  utmost  assiduity  and  most  conspicuous  diligence, 
and  sav'd  much  trouble  to  me  by  his  unwearied  attention.     Being  A  farmer 
a  free  man,  altho*  formerly  a  convict,  his  sentence  having  been 
expired  some  years,  and  being  a  most  examplary  character,  he 
had  a  small  farm,  upon  which,  having  no  sallery,  I  allowed  him, 
as  a  compensation  for  the  weighty  dutys  he  perfonn'd,  two  men. 
By  means  of  his  sobriety  and  industry  he  had  sav'd  as  much 
money  as  enabled  him  to  build  himself  a  comfortable  house  for 
the  accomodation  of  not  only  himself  and  his  family,  but  he  let  it 
occasionally  to  strangers  ;  and,  in  short,  this  man,  by  his  diligence 
and  sobriety,  was  prospering.     To  remove  from  the  service  of  »nd  a  pros- 
Government  a  man  so  truely  usefull  will  ever  be  an  object  with  "'"' 
those  whose  private  concerns  are  in  any  way  effected  by  a  close 
attention  to  those  of  the  public ;  he  therefore  became  an  object 
to  be  noticed,  because  he  stood  in  the  way  of  others. 

It  is  from  my  examination  of  the  minutes  of  the  ti-ial,  the  nature 
of  the  evidence,  and  the  characters  who  appeared  against  him,  that 
I  feel  myself  justified  in  pronouncing  the  verdict  erroneous,  as  far  An 
as  my  judgement  will  serve  to  direct  me.    Your  Gi-ace  will  see  from  ySSirt"^ 
the  trial  itself,  which  is  herewith  inclos'd,  the  charges  exhibited 
against  this  man,  and  with  respect  to  the  convict  evidence  in  sup- 
port of  that  charge  I  shall  only  say  that  they  are  amongst  the  most 
abandoned  characters  in  this  settlement.    Your  Grace  will  also  have  The 
the  votes  or  opinions  of  the  members  who  composed  the  Court,  as  «^'»^«"ce 
well  as  the  written  and  verbal  testimony  offered  to  the  character 
of  the  prisoner  and  produc'd  in  Court  from  resi>ectable  authoritys.* 
From  all  these  proofs  and  testimonials  your  Grace  will  observe  some 
ground  for  fearing  a  prejudice  in  the  case  of  this  man,  for  as  far  as 
Qie  hearsay  evidence  which  has  been  allow'd  against  him  has  been  hearsaj. 
oonsider'd  by  me,  there  does  not  appear  anything  like  proof  to 
convict  him ;  nor  can  I  admit  that  hearsay  evidence  shou'd  have 
been  suffer'd  on  so  serious  an  occasion  as  that  where  a  man's  life 
may  be  in  danger ;  yet  it  was  admitted  by  the  Judge-Advocate, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  infonn  the  Court  in  what  instances  such 
evidence  cou'd  be  allow'd,  and  the  more  particularly  thro'  such 
characters.    In  short,  my  Lord,  it  will  be  a  happy  circumstance  for  unsatig- 
this  colony  when  its  Court  can  be  formed  more  upon  the  plan  of  J^^tution 
the  mother  country,  with  an  upright  and  independent  Judge  at  its  of  CJourt. 
head  ;  for  here,  my  Lord,  the  people  are  so  extrem'ly  bad,  so  very 

*  XoU  by  Oovemor  Hunter  ;— Those  votes  I  shou'd  not  have  (le8ir*d  but  for  the  sole  pur* 

KM  of  making  the  whole  of  this  trial  clear  and  distinct  to  your  Grace,  and  to  shew  that  I 
ve  vuffident  reason  for  disapproving  the  sentence. 


580 


HISTORICAL  RECORDS  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


1799 

21  Feb. 


The 

influence  of 
faction. 


Judge- 
Advocate 
Dure. 


Party 
quarrels. 


The  trial  of 

Isaac 

Nichols. 


His  employ 
nient  and 
chai*acter. 


taking  place  in  our  Courts,  are  considerations  of  such  weightj 
importance  that  I  shou'd  consider  myself  highly  difficient  in  my 
attention  to  his  Majesty's  service  were  I  not  to  make  your  Grace 
acquainted  with  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  remedy  or  some 
instructions  on  the  subject.  My  separate  letter*  of  this  date  will 
in  some  degree  shew  from  whence  some  part  of  those  difficulty 
may  reasonably  be  suppos'd  to  arise  or  be  encouraged.  But  that 
your  Grace  may  have  the  most  clear  and  distinct  evidence  of  the 
prevalence  of  party  here,  operating  in  various  ways  to  the  injuiy 
of  the  public  service  and  general  interest  of  the  colony,  I  transmit 
some  circumstances  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  a  Court  of 
Criminal  Judicature  lately  held  here  for  the  trial  of  seTeral 
offenders. 

I  shall  only  remark  here,  my  Lord,  that  no  difficultys  of  the 
nature  alluded  to  were  ever  known  in  this  colony  formerly.    I  had 
vainly  hop'd  and  believ'd  that  the  Judge- Advocate,  lately  arrived, 
wou'd  have  proved  a  public  advantage  to  all  our  judicial  cohoerns, 
and,  thro'  that  means,  a  vast  relief  to  my  mind,  and  that  he  would 
have  convinced  the  whole  colony  that  he  wou'd  exercise  the  dutys 
of  his  office  in  the  most  independent  manner,  unconnected  with 
party  of  any  kind.     To  shew  how  far  I  am  warranted  in  saying 
that  a  party  exists  in  this  colony  for  the  most  indefencible  of  all 
purposes,  comenting  upon  all  the  public  measures  which  are  found 
calculated  to  interfere  in  any  degree  with  the  private  objects  and 
views  of  the  dealei's,  whose  ruinous  traffic  I  have  said  so  much 
upon,  and  putting  the  most  inapHcable  and  malicious  constructions 
upon  them,  and  forcasting,  wherever  it  may  be  possible,  stumbling- 
blocks  in  my  way  and  in  that  of  such  officers  as  may  have  spirit 
and  independence   enough  to   co-operate  with   me  upon  public 
service,  I  transmit  at  length  the  trial  of  a  man  whose  prosecution 
I  must  declare  to  your  Grace  has  appeared  to  me  to  have  been 
carried  on  thro'  a  chain  of  such  evidence  as  wou'd  not  have  been 
admitted  in  any  Court  of  law  in  England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland ;  the 
minutes  of  the  Court  will,  without  any  remarks  of  mine,  satisfy 
your  Grace  upon  the  subject.     But  it  may  be  necessary,  in  ords" 
to  make  it  clear  to  your  Grace  that  I  have  no  motive  but  the 
general  good,  and  that  my  representation  upon  this  occasion  pro- 
ceeds from  a  most  ardent  desire  of  seeing  rigid  justice  admimsterd 
to  all  his  Majesty's  subjects  who  reside  here  under  my  authority, 
and  to  prevent,  as  far  as  it  may  be  in  my  power,  everything  which 
has  the  smallest  appearance  of  oppression,  I  judge  it  proper  to  p(ttnt 
out  who  this  man  whose  sentence  I  have  not  confirm'd  is — Isaac 
Nichols.     He  was  chief  overeeer  of  the  different  gangs  employd 
in  labour  of  various  kinds  about  the  town  of  Sydney  and  its  vicinity. 
His  general  conduct  and  character,  after  an  experience  of  tvo 
years  and  a  half  in  that  station,  stood  high  in  my  estimati<»i,  »s 
well  as  in  that  of  Captain  Johnston,  my  aide-de-camp,  from  whom 
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he  in  general  received  my  orders,  altho'  frequently  from  myself  in       1799 
person.     He  was  of  more  advantage  to  the  prompt  execution  of     21  Feb. 
the  different  works  upon  which  he  was  employ 'd  than  any  man 
of  his  line  in  the  service  of  Government  within  this  settlement. 
He  officiated  in  all  the  dutys  of  a  superintendant,  altho'  only  an 
"overseer,  with  the  utmost  assiduity  and  most  conspicuous  diligence, 
and  sav*d  much  trouble  to  me  by  his  unwearied  attention.     Being  A  farmer 
a  free  man,  altho'  formerly  a  convict,  his  sentence  having  been 
expired  some  years,  and  being  a  most  examplary  character,  he 
had  a  small  farm,  upon  which,  having  no  sallery,  I  allowed  him, 
as  a  compensation  for  the  weighty  dutys  he  performed,  two  men. 
By  means  of  his  sobriety  and  industry  he  had  sav'd  as  much 
money  as  enabled  him  to  build  himself  a  comfortable  house  for 
the  accomodation  of  not  only  himself  and  his  family,  but  he  let  it 
occasionally  to  strangers  ;  and,  in  short,  this  man,  by  his  diligence 
and  sobriety,  was  prospering.     To  remove  from  the  service  of  «"><*  a  pros- 
Government  a  man  so  truely  usefull  will  ever  be  an  object  with 
those  whose  private  concerns  are  in  any  way  effected  by  a  close 
attention  to  those  of  the  public ;  he  therefore  became  an  object 
to  be  notic'd,  because  he  stood  in  the  way  of  othei*s. 

It  is  from  my  examination  of  the  minutes  of  the  trial,  the  nature 
of  the  evidence,  and  the  characters  who  appeared  against  him,  that 
I  feel  myself  justified  in  pronouncing  the  verdict  erroneous,  as  far  An 
as  my  judgement  will  serve  to  direct  me.    Your  Grace  will  see  from  y^fJirt  "^ 
the  trial  itself,  which  is  herewith  inclos'd,  the  charges  exhibited 
against  this  man,  and  with  respect  to  the  convict  evidence  in  sup- 
port of  that  charge  I  shall  only  say  that  they  are  amongst  the  most 
abandoned  characters  in  this  settlement.    Your  Grace  will  also  have  The 
the  votes  or  opinions  of  the  members  who  compos'd  the  Court,  as  ®^'»^®"^^ 
well  as  the  written  and  verbal  testimony  offered  to  the  character 
of  the  prisoner  and  produc'd  in  Court  from  respectable  authoritys.* 
From  all  these  proofs  and  testimonials  your  Grace  will  observe  some 
ground  for  fearing  a  prejudice  in  the  case  of  this  man,  for  as  far  as 
the  hearsay  evidence  which  has  been  allow'd  against  him  has  been  hearn^. 
considered  by  me,  there  does  not  appear  anything  like  proof  to 
convict  him ;  nor  can  I  admit  that  hearsay  evidence  shou'd  have 
been  suffer'd  on  so  serious  an  occasion  as  that  where  a  man's  life 
may  be  in  danger ;  yet  it  was  admitted  by  the  Judge-Advocate, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  inform  the  Court  in  what  instances  such 
evidence  cou*d  be  allow'd,  and  the  more  particularly  thro'  such 
characters.    In  short,  my  Lord,  it  will  be  a  happy  circumstance  for  Unsatis- 
this  colony  when  its  Court  can  be  form'd  more  upon  the  plan  of  J^Sutiou 
the  mother  country,  with  an  upright  and  independent  Judge  at  its  of  CJourt. 
head  ;  for  here,  my  Lord,  the  people  are  so  extrem'ly  bad,  so  very 

•  NoU  hy  Oovemor  Hunter :— Those  votes  I  shou'd  not  have  desir'd  but  for  the  sole  pur- 

KM  of  making  the  whole  of  this  trial  clear  and  distinct  to  your  Grace,  and  to  shew  that  I 
ve  lulBcient  reason  for  disapproving  the  sentence. 
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1790       abandon'd  in  principle,  that  if  this  kind  of  hearsay  evidence  ii 
21  Feb.     admitted  in  our  Courts  for  the  trial  of  cnminala,  or  are  in  any  way 
encourag'd  to  come  forward,  there  can  be  nothing  so  easy  as  to 
furnish  any  number  upon  any  occasion.     No  virtuous  or  honeit 
character  can  feel  himself  safe ;  a  wicked  or  jealous  neighbour  mtj 
plan  his  destruction,  and  with  ease  obtain  this  kind  of  proof  ta 
endanger  his  life  ;  and  if  ever  party  shall  get  footing  in  ourCoorto 
Honest  men  ruin  to  the  colony  and  all  its  concerns  must  inevitably  ensue.    An 
in  danger,     i^nocent  man,  if  he  has  any  enemys — and  few  are  wholly  without 
— will  be  in  continual  danger.     These  circumstances  demand  in 
the  Governor  of  this  colony  the  most  rigid  and  scrupulous  examin- 
ation of  the  minutes  of  every  trial,  and  before  he  ventures  to  affix 
his  assent  to  the  verdict  he  ought  to  consider  the  whole  evidence 
and  circumstances.     Well,  he  shou'd  use  every  means  to  satisfy 
his  own  mind. 

But  here,  my  Lord,  you  will  discover  by  the  inclos'd  letter  of  the 

Judge- Advocate  to  me,  No.  3,*  in  answer  to  mine,  No.  2,t  that  he 

AjlJ"*^*'*****  has  voted  at  a  meeting  of  magistrates  for  carrying  the  sentence  of  a 

Court  into  execution  without  waiting  for  my  appro vaL    This  man, 

my  Lord,  has  us'd  tlic  authority  of  other  magistrates  without  their 

knowledge  to  support  his  view  of  snatching  out  of  my  hands  an 

essential  part  of  the  executive  authority  of  the  Governor.    Year 

Grace  I  am  convinced  will  pardon  my  expressing  myself  rather 

warmly  upon  such  occasion,  but  I  must  declare,  my  Lord,  that  hid 

an  opportunity  been  within  my  power  I  shou'd  have  ordered  him 

Dore  to  return  to  England.     It  is  eWdent  he  is  influenced  by  a  party 

*^^th^t*     ^^  ^^^  as  he  has  done,  and  such  appearances  will  be  ever  dangerous 

sanship.        to  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  settlement.     The  people  see 

the  prevalence  of  such  party,  and  as  many  seditious  characters  are 

to  be  found  amongst  us,  I  conceive  such  appearance  injurious  to 

Hunter's       his  Majesty's  authority  and  government.     If  any  grievances  or 

attitude.       oj)pressions  were  found  to  exist  on  my  side,  or  were  felt  to  proceed 

from  me  by  any  one  person  of  any  discription  within  this  territwy, 

they  shou'd  be  made  known  in  order  to  their  being  got  the  better 

of.     Whatever  may  be  the  meaning  or  design  of  such  confederacy^ 

I  shall  only  assure  your  Grace  that  I  will  be  found  what  I  ought 

to  be — tirm  and  ditermin'd. 

The  Surely,  my  Lord,  the  written  testimony  offer'd  by  myself  aini 

Nichols.  others  to  the  character  of  the  prisoner  Nichols  we  had  reason  to 
hope  would  have  had  some  weight  where  so  small  a  majority  voted 
him  guilty  ;  but  instead  of  its  having  been  usefuU  to  the  man  with 
that  part  of  the  Court,  had  he  appeared  from  respectable  proofs  to 
have  been  guilty  to  the  full  extent  of  the  charge,  his  sentence  cou'd 
scarsely  have  been  more  severe.  It  is,  I  confess,  my  Lord,  evident 
to  me  that  there  was  a  point  to  be  gain'd.  I  cou'd  coment  largely 
upon  this  trial,  but  it  may  be  improper  I  shou'd.     I  have  ther^ore 

•  Post,  p.  6ia  t  Post,  p.  009. 
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would  come  in  the  evening  he  (Nicholls)  wo'd  pay  Wright  for  the  1799 
tobacco,  meaning  the  said  tobacco  the  witness  had  then  delivered,  2^  Yeh. 
and  by  the  order  of  Isaac  Nicholls  the  witness  deposited  the  said 
tobacco  in  a  right-hand  room  of  said  NichoUs's  house ;  the  witness 
was  then  told  by  Nicholls^s  man  to  leave  the  wheelbarrow  and  call 
for  it  again  lest  there  sho'd  be  any  suspicion  about  the  tobacco ; 
that  a  few  hours  after  he  went  for  the  said  wheelbarrow,  and  was 
told  by  NichoUs's  woman  that  he  had  better  take  the  tobacco 
away,  as  the  alarm  about  Mrs.  Mullett's  robbery  had  spread,  and  The  aiann. 
the  constables  were  in  quest  of  the  stolen  tobacco  and  property ; 
that  the  witness  answered  he  would  call  for  it  in  the  evening ; 
that  he  took  away  the  empty  barrow,  and  as  he  was  returning 
therewith  he  met  Isaac  Nicholls  near  the  gaol,  who  asked  him 
where  Sam  Wright  was,  to  which  he  replied  he  was  coming  down 
Sydney  with  one  Jack  CoUey  ;  that  he  took  ye  wheelbarrow 
home  to  Joe  Taylor's,  from  whence  he  was  taken  into  custody  on 
suspicion  of  robbing  Mrs.  Mullett's  house  of  the  tobacco;  that 
Samuel  Wright  was  also  apprehended  afterwards ;  that  the  next  Ba^riis  and 
morning  (Sunday)  he  and  Wright  were  discharged  ;  that  the  wit-  ISfjJffed?"^*' 
neas  then  went  home  to  Taylor's,  where  he  usually  resided,  when 
Taylor  expressed  his  surprize  at  seeing  him  out  of  custody  without 
an  hearing ;  that  the  witness  replied  he  thought  it  was  a  planned 
thing  between  Kable  and  Nicholls  to  detect  them  in  their  pursuits 
after  the  said  tobacco  supposed  to  have  been  planted ;  that  in  the 
evening  (being  Monday)  the  witness,  with  Wright,  went  together 
to  the  house  of  Isaac  Nicholls,  where  the  servant  informed  them 
said  Nicholls  was  not  at  home ;  that  in  the  course  of  the  same 
evening  they  called  again  at  NichoUs's,  when  the  servant  informed 
them  his  master  was  at  home,  and  accosted  them  thus,  **0h,  you  Bayiis's 
are  come  about  the  tobacco  ?"  that  said  servant  went  up  to  said  Jf^^^ 
Nicholls  and  brought  a  message  from  hira  importing  that  the  transaction. 
tobacco  was  placed  between  two  rocks  near  the  new  house  building 
for  Mr.  Moore,  and  if  they  chose  to  go  for  it  they  might ;  that 
they  then  quitted  the  house,  and  the  witness  refused  to  go  for  it, 
saying  to  Wright  he  would  not  be  hanged  about  it ;  but  Wright 
said  he  would  go  for  it  if  he  could  get  a  boat,  to  which  this  wit- 
ness answered  he  was  sure  there  were  constables  set  to  watch  it ; 
that  the  witness  returned  home  to  Taylor's  house  and  related  what 
had  passed,  when  Taylor  observed  to  him  that  he  thought  it  was 
as  he  mentioned  from  the  circumstance  of  their  being  released  in 
the  morning ;  that  Will'm  Geary  was  present. 

Q.  by  the  prisoner  to  this  witness. — Did  Wright  leave  my  house  Cross- 
at  the  time  you  speak  of  as  to  the  delivery  of  the  tobacco  1  Nichote.     ^ 

A. — Yes  ;  they  both  went  away  together. 

Q, — After  Wright  and  you  were  released  out  of  custody,  did 
you  come  to  my  house  immediately  1 

A. — No ;  not  till  the  evening. 
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possession  of  an  authority  which  they  shall  never  wrest  out  of  my 
hands  whilst  I  am  capable  of  holding  it. 

I  have  judged  it  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  letters  whidi 

I  receiv'd  from  the  three  military  officers  who  were  members  of 

the  above  Criminal  Court,  and  which  is  indos'd  in  my  separate 

letter  of  30th  April,*  herewith  sent,  to  inform  those  naval  officers 

who  were   also   members  of  that  Court  that   those  gentlemen 

had  proposed  to  make  observations  upon  the  trial  of  the  prisoner 

Nichols,  and  hop^d  I  wou'd  ti-ansmit  them  to  your  Grace  with  my 

dispatches  :  the  naval  officers  have  in  consequence  requested  that 

I  will  transmit  their  observations  also ;  they  are  therefore  encloe'd,! 

and  I  am  of  opinion  they  will  serve  altogether  to  shew  that  I 

am  well  warranted  in  suspending  the  immediate  execution  of  the 

sentence  pass'd  on  the  above  prisoner.  t  i.  t 

^  ^  I  have,  (ta, 

Jno,  Huster. 


[Enclostire  No.  1.] 

Trial  op  I.  Nicholls.J 

At  a  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature,  held  by  virtue  of  a  precept 
under  the  hand  and  seal  of  his  Excellency  John  Hunter, 
Esqr.,  Captain-General  and  Govemor-in-Chief  in  and  over  his 
Majesty's  territory  called  New  South  Wales  and  its  depen- 
dencies, on  Tuesday,  the  12th  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1799. 

Composition  Present : — The    Judge- Advocate,    Captain    Henry    Waterhouse, 
^JJt  Lieut't  Willm.  Kent,  Lieut't  Matthew  FHnders,  Lieut't  Neil 

M*Kellar,    Lieut't    James   Hunt   Lucas,   Ensign    Nichdas 

Bavlv. 

Isaac  Nicholls  was  placed  at  the  Bar  as  a  receiver  of  stolen 
goods.     The  prisoner  pleaded  not  guilty. 

Ea  idence  of  Richard  Baylis  (admitted  an  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  Crown):— 

Richard  , 

BftjUs.  Deposeth  that  on  the  delivery  of  the  baskett  of  tobacco  (deposed 

to  in  the  trial  of  Collins,  Yanderetein,  and  Chandler )§  he  wm 
desii-ed  by  Samuel  Wright  to  take  it  to  the  house  of  Isaac 
Nicholls  in  Sydney ;  that  he  accordingly  did  so,  and  about  the 
hour  of  5  in  the  mom  g  he  wheeled  the  same  down  to  Nicholls's 
house,  and  enquired  for  Mr.  Nicholls  of  the  servant,  who  called 
his  master  down  and  asked  the  witness  where  Samuel  Wri^t  was, 
The  charge  at  which  time  AVright  came  in  ;  that  Nicholls  and  Wright  con- 
Ni^^        versed  together ;  that  the  witness  heard  Nicholls  tell  Wright  if  bf 

•  Pv>tt,  p.  ftML 

«  See  the  stj^ements  of  Waterhouse,  Flinders,  and  Kent.— Po6t,  ppi  6ES2  to  63S. 

X  The  proce«dins:s  in  this  remarkable  trial,  thoofrb  Mxuevliat  lef^gthy,  are  given  in  hH- 
on  account  of  the  ii^rht  they  throw  upon  tbe  relations  t^aatiag  betwe<o  Hunter  and  ^ 
mUitarr  officers. 

§  Tbcse  trials  had  preceded  thia. 


THE  TfilAL  OF   ISAAC  NICHOLS,  585 

would  come  in  the  evening  he  (Nicholls)  wo'd  pay  Wright  for  the  1799 
tobacco,  meaning  the  said  tobacco  the  witness  had  then  delivered,  21  Feb. 
and  by  the  order  of  Isaac  Nicholls  the  witness  deposited  the  said 
tobacco  in  a  right-hand  room  of  said  NichoUs's  house ;  the  witness 
was  then  told  by  Nicholls's  roan  to  leave  the  wheelbarrow  and  call 
for  it  again  lest  there  sho'd  be  any  suspicion  about  the  tobacco ; 
that  a  few  hours  after  he  went  for  the  said  wheelbarrow,  and  was 
told  by  Nicholls's  woman  that  he  had  better  take  the  tobacco 
away,  as  the  alarm  about  Mrs.  Mullet t's  robbery  had  spread,  and  The  aiani). 
the  constables  were  in  quest  of  the  stolen  tobacco  and  property ; 
that  the  witness  answered  he  would  call  for  it  in  the  evening ; 
that  he  took  away  the  empty  barrow,  and  as  he  was  returning 
therewith  he  met  Isaac  Nicholls  near  the  gaol,  who  asked  him 
where  Sam  Wright  was,  to  which  he  replied  he  was  coming  down 
Sydney  with  one  Jack  Colley  ;  that  he  took  ye  wheelbarrow 
home  to  Joe  Taylor^s,  from  whence  he  was  taken  into  custody  on 
suspicion  of  robbing  Mrs.  Mullett*s  house  of  the  tobacco;  that 
Samuel  Wright  was  also  apprehended  afterwards ;  that  the  next  Ba^Hs  and 
morning  (Sunday)  he  and  Wright  were  discharged  ;  that  the  wit-  JSJjSted?" 
ness  then  went  home  to  Taylor's,  where  he  usually  resided,  when 
Taylor  expressed  his  surprize  at  seeing  him  out  of  custody  without 
an  hearing ;  that  the  witness  replied  he  thought  it  was  a  planned 
thing  between  Kable  and  Nicholls  to  detect  them  in  their  pursuits 
after  the  said  tobacco  supposed  to  have  been  planted ;  that  in  the 
evening  (being  Monday)  the  witness,  with  Wright,  went  together 
to  the  house  of  Isaac  Nicholls,  where  the  servant  informed  them 
said  Nicholls  was  not  at  home ;  that  in  the  course  of  the  same 
evening  they  called  again  at  Nicholls's,  when  the  servant  informed 
them  his  master  was  at  home,  and  accosted  them  thus,  <^0h,  you  Bayiis'a 
are  come  about  the  tobacco  ?"  that  said  servant  went  up  to  said  JfJ^e*^ 
Nicholls  and  brought  a  message  from  him  importing  that  the  transaction. 
tobacco  was  placed  between  two  rocks  near  the  new  house  building 
for  Mr.  Moore,  and  if  they  chose  to  go  for  it  they  might ;  that 
they  then  quitted  the  house,  and  the  witness  refused  to  go  for  it, 
saying  to  Wright  he  would  not  be  hanged  about  it ;  but  Wright 
said  he  would  go  for  it  if  he  could  get  a  boat,  to  which  this  wit- 
ness answered  he  was  sure  there  were  constables  set  to  watch  it ; 
that  the  witness  returned  home  to  Taylor's  house  and  related  what 
had  passed,  when  Taylor  observed  to  him  that  he  thought  it  was 
as  he  mentioned  from  the  circumstance  of  their  being  released  in 
the  morning  ;  that  Will'm  Geary  was  present. 

Q,  by  the  prisoner  to  this  vntness, — Did  Wright  leave  my  house  CrosB- 
at  tlie  time  you  speak  of  as  to  the  delivery  of  the  tobacco  1  Nichofi! 

A. — Yes ;  they  both  went  away  together. 

Q, — After  Wright  and  you  were  released  out  of  custody,  did 
you  come  to  my  house  immediately  1 

A, — ^No ;  not  till  the  evening. 
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1799 

21  Feb. 


Dore  and  the 
officers. 


Hunter's 
confidence 
in  Dore. 


Dore  awaits 

Hunter's 

pleasure. 


have  been  misconceiv'd  for  such  a  series  of  years,  and  by  so  many 
able  and  intelligent  officers,  and  now  only  begun  to  be  understood 
because  the  Judge- Advocate  has  in  his  professional  characta* 
offered  an  interpretation  of  it  which  your  Exc*y  is  not  disposed 
to  allow. 

I  cou'd  have  wish'd  your  Exc'y  had  favoured  me  with  tiie 
names  of  those  gentlemen  whose  opinions  you  are  pleas'd  to  say 
I  have  held  in  contempt  and  set  at  defiance,  and  had  pointed  ont 
at  what  time  those  opinions  were  said  to  have  been  suggested  to 
me.  I  shou'd  have  had  an  opportunity  of  convincing  your  Exc'y 
that  I  am  incapable  of  arrogating  to  myself  any  power  incon- 
sistent with  the  duties  of  my  office. 

You,  sir,  have  done  me  the  honor  in  more  than  one  or  two 
instances  to  say  you  left  the  exercise  of  those  duties  intirely  to 
myself,  in  full  confidence  of  my  judgement,  nor  did  your  lic'y 
ever  express  any  doubt  to  me  as  to  the  legality  of  my  proceedings 
until  after  you  had  convened  the  officers  of  the  colony  and  taken 
their  opinion  on  the  subject.  Permit  me  to  remark  that  such  a 
measure  was  altogether  unnecessary,  so  far  as  my  sense  of  duty 
was  implicated,  since  I  shou'd  most  certainly  have  paid  cwy 
respect  to  your  Exc'y's  pleasure,  so  soon  as  it  had  been  signified 
to  me  either  officially  or  privately ;  and  after  observing  t^mt  tbe 
affairs  of  the  trading  part  of  the  colony  are  every  day  getting 
more  and  more  confused  and  derang'd  on  account  of  the  total 
suspension  of  law  proceedings  (produced  by  this  recent  con8t^n^ 
tion  of  the  Charter),  I  beg  leave  to  add  that  I  wait  your  Excy^ 
commands,  and  have  the  honor  to  remain,  &c.      x>  Tin  vl 

[Enclosure  No  17.] 
Governor  Hunter  to  Judoe-Adtooatb  Do&e. 
Sir,  23rd  January,  1799. 

I  have  no  inclination  to  dwell  longer  upon  the  subject  of 
that  Patent,  the  tenor  and  meaning  of  which  you  express  «irpri«f 
shou'd  not  have  been  understood  untill  now  ;  but  this  being  yw 
opinion  only,  I  shall  observe  that  it  never  has  in  mine  been  in»- 
understood  untill  your  arrival  in  the  colony,  nor  have  I  upon  anj 
occasion  which  concerned  our  Courts  of  law  had  difficulty  or  trouble 
in  my  public  situation  to  contend  with  until  that  period. 

The  meeting  which  I  assembled  was  for  the  purpose  of  a  full  and 
complete  investigation  of  that  very  Patent,  and  the  only  difference 
Permanency  in  the  construction  of  its  sense  and  meaning  from  former  opinions 
ofthecourt.  ^Ij.^j^  that  assembly  entertain'd  was  that  it  appeiir'd  to  be  tlie 
object  and  design  of  that  instrument  that  a  Court  of  Civil  JlI^iidi^ 
tion  shou'd  be  constantly  in  existence  in  this  colony,  the  occasional 
members  of  which  being  at  all  times  known  cou'd  be  aasenobledat 
an  hour's  notice  for  the  purpose  of  instant  justice. 


Construc- 
tion of  the 
Patent. 
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he  entered  into  a  conversation  with  said  Taylor,  and  the  name  of      1709 
Baylis  was  ment'd  by  Taylor,  who  observed  that  said  Baylis  was  a     21  Feb. 
principal  evidence  against  Nicholls,  but  that  he  thought  Baylis 
would  not  say  anything  if  he  was  brought  forward,  for  that  he 
(Taylor)  well  knew  the  disposition  of  the  boy  (meaniTig  Baylis), 
and  that  he  was  so  fixed  in  his  mind  that  he  would  not  be  bro't 
over  to  say  anything ;  that  Baylis  had  lodged  with  him  for  some 
time,  and  he  knew  his  disposition  better  than  anyone.     That  the 
witness  observed  he  was  going  up  to  Parramatta  if  the  wind  was 
fair ;  and  Taylor  then  enquired  if  he  should  be  at  Toongabbee  1 
That  the  witness  replied,  "  I  daresay  I  shall,  having  business  near  His  oonvor- 
there."     That  Taylor  then  said,  "  You  know  the  boy,  Baylis  ?"  Tlfytor."^^*" 
That  the  witness  answered,  "  Yes ;  he  had  seen  him  at  Toongab- 
bee, and  also  at  his  house."      That  the  witness  said  he  should  go 
to  the  house  of  Jones  the  baker  ;  that  Taylor  desired  the  witness 
would  enquire  of  Jones  where  Baylis  was — observing  he  believed 
he  was  at  work  at  Stapleton's  farm,  but  that  Jones  wo'd  send  for 
him  ;  that  the  witness  promised  Taylor  he  we'd  see  the  boy.  Taylor 
then  requested  of  this  witness  to  inform  him  that  everything  re-  Meaa&ge  to 
mained  exactly  as  it  did  when  he  saw  or  heard  from  him  last ;  that  ^^^^ 
no  doubt  he  would  be  examined  upon  the  business,  but  that  it  rested 
entirely  with  him  (meaning  Baylis),  or  words  to  that  effect    That 
the  witness  went  to  Toongabbee  the  following  mom'g  after  being 
with  Jones,  and  not  finding  Baylis  there,  asked  Jones  if  he  knew 
a  lad  of  the  name  of  Baylis,  who  replied  yes,  that  he  had  been 
there  the  evening  before  ;  that  the  witness  then  told  Jones  he  had 
a  message  from  Jos.  Taylor,  and  wished  him  to  be  sent  for ;  that 
after  some  enquiries  the  witness  saw  Baylis  and  delivered  him 
the  message  accordingly,  viz.,  that  no  doubt  he  wo'd  be  bro^t  up, 
and  that  some  little  promises  might  be  made  to  him ;  that  Capt. 
Wilkinson  would  exert  himself  in  the  discovery  of  the  business  ; 
but  whether  he  chose  to  satisfy  Capt.  Wilkinson  by  giving  him  any 
information,  he  might  act  in  that  respect  as  he  (Baylis)  thought 
proper ;  that  Baylis  thanked  the  witness,  and  told  him  he  sho'd  Bayiis's 
be  down  at  Sydney  the  Friday  following,  which  he  desired  the  wit-  ^^^^^'' 
ness  to  inform  Taylor ;  that  on  the  witness's  return  he  informed 
said  Taylor  thereof  respecting  the  prisoner.     The  witness  would 
not  take  upon  him  to  relate  any  particular  conversation  passing. 

Joseph  Taylor,  being  duly  sworn  : —  Joseph 

Deposeth  that  about  three  weeks  since  he  met  the  prisoner  oppo-  evidence, 
site  the  house  of  Major  Foveaux,  in  Sydney,  who  asked  the  witness 
when  he  had  heard  from  the  young  one  (meaning  Richard  Baylis)  1 
Who  answered,  "The  last  week."  That  the  prisoner  then  asked 
the  witness  if  he  thought  the  boy  (meaning  Baylis)  was  staunch  ? 
That  the  witness  answered  he  thought  he  was.  That  the  prisoner  His  oonver- 
then  replied  if  he  (meaning  Baylis)  was  staunch  in  this  he  should  Kichois. 


4igfP'/lLLg'%L 
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waovt 
ji  lamniMSL  zl  -hm  nuwnin^  'Snud  har%  kin  ( ife  pmoBor)  in  thk 
B&ir — Tif*inintr  "31^  ufiur  it  ae  ttihfcrro  till  n  hr  Bavtis  to  Um 

mm 

i««a£>»  if  Tne  icsnniir-  "siac  ^oiim- mng  afar  Ae  ptMOoar  caiae  ■p  t» 
-aie  ▼a=iri!Bi  tl  zaat  -ai^x  tc  gyingy.  aad  mid  linif  ilie  joang  one 
Tieaninir  3«7t».  witr  fesc  anr  tpr  ^ft?  HBciitoalBfl^  bat  tliat  if  tiie 
~i*fv--iritf  «aimiA3gnmig-2winittagrthMfdbg|aiiMM^ 
▼^  X7»ti  -a  TOti  lame  honae  wick  :he>  wneaiL  had  frcqsently  oob- 
^^>c<^t  inii  inn.  uut  imd  -stiii  db?  ^lamga  tkas ke  had  wliededone 
':«aic-?*:  if  .n'laiarj  toMr»»fr-i£  -Sii  sim  by  Wrigkt^  for  the  pmpote  d 
mnT=fj-ji3^  -i]  Lttu  Xiimfialb  *  hvase^  mad  tiktt  lie  <aud  BbjUe)  ktd 
«  iini«^'^7  :aki3:r'iaH^suixi»i3.&wac«>ik»nQv:  and  that  the  prisoner 

T'ilii  'lini    takiki  BaT-ja>  ^a^  cm*  a^pm  ior  the  BMoer.  and  that 

^  •  _  « ' 

3m.  3i»  v«il::  rir  Asii  pmauagitf  hr  vai»  told  that  the  said  tobaeoo 
ir.:^r«fi  S!cvv*ML  7Wi>  nxkaL  and  he  Bight  ietch  it  if  he  Wd; 
aoit  liuL-*:  b«»  «:ui  j»  wrauua  Wrqdkc  fcyMii|>anifd  him  to  the  hoaR 
of  -Jui  prs*JC!#>r  >3iL  timfi  ^■■•^ra  o^ :  ^at  the  wimesB  adriaed  him  to 
kaT»  a.»:T;h7Ti  u>.>  t^>  in  cf^  WaancaK.  and  dejiied  him  to  leave  Ui 
fb'j4£3e :  tbas  h^  wmLt  tt>  T«Mafabhee.  Rcimheta  James  Reamint 
ka^in^  3c«b»»  «;i:<Lvienadm  vx^  him^  b«t  viD  not  saj  that  keKot 
anj  af*s»(re  c»>  Ba jisL  ai  «safied  in  that  witness's  tesdmoaj,  or 
cfaas  hA  had  aqt  'XiiLTenatfioii  iwpettiig  Mrs.  Mnllett  s  robbery. 
The  =>>!«a^  h^  «ect  to  Bajlis  br  Remnant  he  dechures  to  kaTe 
birea  ocilj  to  r^m^nah^^  ki^  to  the  boj. 
CrTm-  O.  bfH  tA^  prunrngr  to  Ms  vrahwHL — Had  too  any  conversadoa 

'■;?  '.iut         with  ooe  Un*i^;rw.>xi  leapeiting  this  b«s's  f 
'"*"^*''  A, — Y«>a  were  the  subject  c£  some  oonTersation  when  I  worked 

at  Vikdt^Twond's  :  aod  the  reward  joa  offined  in  a  public  advertifle- 
m't  was  the  aobject  ot  it, 

V- — I>id  J*y^  de&T  to  Underwood  having  any  knowledge  of  the 
Yfus'ii  fA  the  ^>baccl>  or  knowing  anything  about  it  f 

A. — I  d«>  not  recoileet  I  d^  and  if  he  had  I  sho'd  not  hxn 
answered  him. 

Q. — Did   y*»a    not  always  suspect   Baylk  to  be  a   worthies 
character  ? 

A. — Xo.  I  did  not. 

Q. — Did  not  Wright,  lately  executed,  frequently  lodge  at  yoor 
hoasf  ? 

A. — Xo,  he  did  not ;  he  has  been  at  my  house,  but  never  laid  in 
it  in  liis  life. 

Q. — Hiis  not  your  house  been  frequently  searched  on  suqpicioo 
of  havin*^  stolen  goods  therein  ? 

A. — Never  but  once,  and  then  no  property  was  detected  therein. 

Kvidenoe  of  James  Lacey,  being  duly  sworn  : — 

liMwy.  I>ep<j.seth  as  follows — but  first  premises  that  his  evidence  v*s 

obtained  under  ye  following  circumstances,  and  fearing  imputatioB 
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may  attach  to  his  testimony  relates  that  he  has  been  in  the  habits       1799 
of  intimacy  with  one  McDonald,  a  prisoner  for  debt  in  the  gaol  at     ^i  Feb. 
Sydney,  whom  he  used  to  visit,  and  in  the  course  of  such  access  to 
the  gaol,  Wright  (since  executed)  was  committed,  together  with  a 
man  of  the  name  of  Noble,  who  was  admitted  e>idence  ag'st  said 
Wright;  that  Wright  advised  with  the  witness  on  his  case;  the 
witness,  knowing  that  Noble  had  not  been  sworn  in  as  an  approver 
for  the  Crown,  and  well  aware  of  the  bad  character  of  the  deceased, 
advised  Wright  to  turn  evidence,  and  by  impeachment  save  his  own  The  trial  of 
life  ;  that  he  thereupon  wrote  a  letter  for  him  to  Mr.  Balmain,  and  ^"J^^'*- 
previous  to  the  said  letter  being  sent  the  witness  shewed  the  said 
letter  to  Henry  Kable,  th(;  keeper  of  the  gaol,  and  by  desire  of  the 
deceased  the  witness  ment*d  to  Kable  that  he  could  discover  Mrs. 
Mullett's  robbery  and  the  receivers  of  the  property  stolen  ;  that  to 
this  information  Kable  paid  little  or  no  attention,  saying  he  knew 
■officient  about  it,  and  wanted  to  hear  no  more  of  it.     Kable  then 
promised  the  witness  that  he  we'd  deliver  the  said  letter  to  Mr. 
Balmain  immediately,  and  that  this  transaction  was  on  the  day 
preceding  the  trial  of  the  said  Wright  in  the  afternoon  thereof, 
Irat  that  the  witness  hath  since  been  informed  by  Mr.  Balmain 
that  the  said  letter  was  not  delivered  to  him  until  the  next  morn- 
ing, about  the  time  when  Wright  was  just  to  be  put  on  his  trial 
at  the  Criminal  Court  (the  said  letter  produced  and  deposed  to  by 
this  witness,  and  is  as  follows,  vizt.) : — 
Sir, 

Sensible  of  the  enormity  of  my  offences,  and  wishing  to  He  offen.  to 
live  to  atone  for  them,  if  I  am  admitted  as  an  approver  I  have  ye  ap'"^ver 
means  of  discovering  the  robbery  of  Mr.  Williamson  and  bringing 
the  perpetrators  to  justice.     I  am  well  aware  of  the  consrcjuence 
of  trifling  in  my  evidence,  and  shall  therefore  be  clear  and  explicit 
by  bringing  such  ai'ticles  as  can  be  identified. 

Ye  repent't  serv't, 

Saml.  Wrioht. 
That  the  witness  has  had  frequent  conversations  with  the  said  AiUj-cd 
Wright,  in  the  course  of  which  Wright  repeatedly  told  him  that  benveSi 
fae  had  sold  the  prisoner  a  quantity  of  tobacco,  which  had  been  «,'?^?j!'  '^^"^ ' 
stolen  from   Mrs.    Mullett ;  that  in  one  of   these  conversations 
Wright  exclaimed  that  he  had  lost  his  life  for  want  of  forty  shill'gs 
(that  this  last-raent'd  conversation  was  after  Wright  had  rec'd 
sentence  of  death) ;  that  he  had  applied  to  the  prisoner  (Nicholls) 
for  that  sum  to  cany  him  to  the  Hawkesbury,  as  he  feared  sus- 
picion, but  Nicholls  had  refused  him,  and  he  thought  it  an  hardship 
to  be  refused  so  small  a  sum,  considering  the  dealings  they  had 
kad  together  and  the  sums  that  Nicholls  stood  indebted  to  him  in 
aooounts  current : —  o^^pg. 

Q.   hy  the  prisonei*   to   this  soilness, — Was  any   other  person  examination 
present  when  this  confession  came  from  Wright  respecting  me  ?      prisoner. 


582  HISTORICAL  BECOBBS  OP  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

1790       abandon'd  in  principle,  that  if  this  kind  of  hearsay  evidence  ii 
21  Feb.     admitted  in  our  Courts  for  the  trial  of  criminals,  or  are  in  any  way 
encourag'd  to  come  forward,  there  can  be  nothing  so  easy  as  to 
furnish  any  number  upon  any  occasion.     No  virtuous  or  honest 
character  can  feel  himself  safe ;  a  wicked  or  jealous  neighbour  may 
plan  his  destruction,  and  with  ease  obtain  this  kind  of  proof  to 
endanger  his  life  ;  and  if  ever  party  shall  get  footing  in  ourCoorU 
Honest  men  ruin  to  the  colony  and  all  its  concerns  must  inevitably  ensue.    An 
°      ^®^*     innocent  man,  if  he  has  any  enemys — and  few  are  wholly  without 
— will  be  in  continual  danger.     These  circumstances  demand  in 
the  Governor  of  this  colony  the  most  rigid  and  scmpnlous  examin- 
ation of  the  minutes  of  every  trial,  and  before  he  ventures  to  aiBx 
his  assent  to  the  verdict  he  ought  to  consider  the  whole  evidence 
and  circumstances.     Well,  he  shou'd  use  every  means  to  satisfy 
his  own  mind. 

But  here,  my  Lord,  you  will  discover  by  the  inclos'd  letter  of  the 

Judge- Advocate  to  me.  No.  3,*  in  answer  to  mine,  No.  2,t  that  he 

^"ed"*^'!***^  has  voted  at  a  meeting  of  magistrates  for  carrying  the  sentence  of  a 

Court  into  execution  without  waiting  for  my  approval.    This  man, 

my  Lord,  has  us'd  the  authority  of  other  magistrates  without  their 

knowledge  to  support  his  view  of  snatching  out  of  my  hands  an 

essential  part  of  the  executive  authority  of  the  Governor.    Yonr 

Grace  I  am  convinced  will  pardon  my  expressing  myself  rather 

warmly  upon  such  occasion,  but  I  must  declare,  my  Lord,  that  had 

an  opportunity  been  within  my  power  I  shou'd  have  ordered  hiffl 

Dore  to  return  to  England.     It  is  evident  he  is  influenc'd  by  a  party 

wifh^i     *^  ^^^  as  he  has  done,  and  such  appearances  will  be  ever  dangerous 

eanship.        to  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  settlement.     The  people  see 

the  prevalence  of  such  party,  and  as  many  seditions  characters  are 

to  be  found  amongst  us,  I  conceive  such  appearance  injurious  to 

Hunter's       his  Majesty's  authority  and  government.     If  any  grievances  or 

attitude.       oppressions  were  found  to  exist  on  my  side,  or  were  felt  to  proceed 

from  me  by  any  one  person  of  any  discription  within  this  territOiy» 

they  shou'd  be  made  known  in  order  to  their  being  got  the  better 

of.     Whatever  may  be  the  meaning  or  design  of  such  confederacy^ 

I  shall  only  assure  your  Grace  that  I  will  be  found  what  I  ought 

to  be — firm  and  ditermin'd. 

The  Surely,  ray  Lord,  the  written  testimony  offer'd  by  myself  and 

Nichols.  others  to  the  character  of  the  prisoner  Nichols  we  had  reason  to 
hope  would  have  had  some  weight  where  so  small  a  majority  voted 
him  guilty  ;  but  instead  of  its  having  been  usefull  to  the  man  with 
that  part  of  the  Court,  hatl  he  appear 'd  from  respectable  proofe  to 
have  been  guilty  to  the  full  extent  of  the  charge,  his  sentence  oou'd 
scarsely  have  been  more  severe.  It  is,  I  confess,  my  Lord,  evident 
to  me  that  there  was  a  point  to  be  gain'd.  I  cou'd  coment  largely 
upon  this  trial,  but  it  may  be  improper  I  shou'd.     I  have  thereto 

^  Post,  p.  610.  t  Post,  p.  000. 
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only  to  request  that  your  Grace  may  receive  some  law  opinions      1799 
upon  it  after  the  different  papers  have  been  examin'd,  and  satisfy     21  Feb. 
your  own  mind  how  far  my  ideas  have  been  proper.     I  may  then 
be  instructed  upon  this  subject  when  I  have  next  the  honour  of 
dispatches  from  your  Grace. 

Your  Grace  will  also  receive  the  trial  of  another  prisoner  whose  a  bad 
character  has  ever  been  bad  in  this  colony.*     It  will  appear  that  <^***™«^'^» 
the  Court,  in  deciding  upon  this  prisoner's  case,  were  divided  in 
their  judgement,  there  being  (according  to  the  J. -Advocate's  account 
to  me)  two  naval  officers  who  found  him  not  guilty.     One  officer 
of  the  same  description  found  him  guilty  in  part,  but  not  to  the 
extent  of  capital  punishment.     The  three  military  officers  found  An  lUegai 
him  guilty,  death,  and  the  Judge- Advocate  gave  his  casting-vote 
for  his  death  ;  so  that  by  this  last  vote  there  is  a  majority  for  this 
man  suffering  death.     But  as  the  Patent  expressly  directs  that 
execution  shall  not  take  place  unless  five  out  of  the  seven  members 
concur  in  the  verdict  untill  such  time  as  his  Majesty's  pleasure 
shall  be  known,  the  sentence  of  this  man  will  therefore  continue 
suspended  untill  I  shall  receive  his  Majesty's  commands  upon  it. 

Since  I  wrote  the  above  another  prisoner t  has  been  convicted  A  death- 
and  cast  for  death  by  the  same  majority — the  J.-Advocate's  casting- 
TOte.     This  man  being  under  similar  circumstances  with  the  one 
above  mention'd,  his  trial  is  also  inclos'd.  |     He  was  an  evidence  in 
favour  of  the  prisoner  Nichols,  and  complains  that  his  misfortune 
has  arisen  from  that  circumstance,  but  with  what  justice  it  is  not 
possible  to  determine  at  present.     I  transmit  his  petition§  to  me  Petitioning 
after  condemnation,  and  a  letter||  which  he  wrote  to  one  of  the  JepJigy^ 
members  of  the  Court.     In  this  letter,  as  well  as  in  onell  address'd 
by  the  prisoner  Nichols  to  the  members  of  a  Court  of  Inquiry  I  had 
order'd  to  be  conven'd,  the  minutes  of  which  I  send  herewith,  your 
Grace  will  observe  the  steps  pursued  by  ceitain  persons  therein 
nam'd  to  draw  confessions  from  this  wretched  young  man  under 
the  pressure  of  his  misfortunes  and  melancholy  situation,  and 
with  a  promise  of  obtaining  his  pardon  for  the  purpose  of  farther 
criminating  the  prisoner  Nichols,  and  confirming  the  justice  of  the 
sentence  past  upon  him,  because  I  have  consider'd  that  sentence 
erroneous.     These  attempts,  my  Lord,  in  my  judgement,  serve  only  Attempt  to 
to  occasion  suspicions  unfavourable  to  that  decision.    When  officers  extort  a 

coniession. 

can  so  far  forget  themselves  as  to  enter  a  common  goal  for  the 
purpose  express'd  in  those  letters,  what  can  we  suppose  but  that  a 
party  of  men  have  confederated  for  the  ])urpose  of  gaining  some 
particular  point;  and  that  point  has  appear'd  to  me  to  be  the 

*  The  evidence  in  thig  case  is  lengthy,  and  not  of  sufHcient  interest  to  warrant  its  appear- 
ance in  these  pa(|^. 

t  This  prisoner  was  the  convict  Lancaster,  whose  evidence  will  be  found  on  p.  601,  post. 
Be  was  pardoned  and  conditionally  emancipated. 

I  The  evidence  in  this  case  is  voluminous,  and  has  been  omitted. 

f  Post,  p.  617.  I  Poet,  p.  620.  t  Po«t,  p.  616. 
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1799      poesession  of  an  authority  which  they  shall  never  wrest  out  of  my 

21  Feb.     hands  whilst  I  am  capable  of  holding  it. 

gjj^^^^jg       I  have  judged  it  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  letters  which 

by  officers     J  receiv'd  from  the  three  military  officers  who  were  members  of 

^Iff*^^    the  above  Criminal  Court,  and  which  is  inclos'd  in  my  separate 

letter  of  30th  April,*  herewith  sent,  to  inform  those  naval  officers 

who  were   also   members  of  that  Court  that   those   gentlemen 

had  proposed  to  make  ob6er\'ations  upon  the  trial  of  the  prisoner 

Nichols,  and  hop'd  I  wou*d  transmit  them  to  your  Grace  with  my 

dispatches  :  the  naval  officers  have  in  consequence  requested  that 

I  will  transmit  their  observations  also ;  they  are  therefore  encloe'd,! 

and  I  am  of  opinion  they  will  servo  altogether  to  shew  that  I 

am  well  warranted  in  suspending  the  immediate  execution  of  the 

sentence  passed  on  the  above  prisoner.  ^  u  i, 

Jso.  Hunter. 

[EInclostire  No.  1.] 

Trial  op  I.  Nicholls.J 

At  a  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature,  held  by  virtue  of  a  precept 
under  the  hand  and  seal  of  his  Excellency  John  Hunter, 
Esqr.,  Captain-General  and  Govemor-in-Chief  in  and  over  his 
Majesty's  territory  called  New  South  Wales  and  its  depen- 
dencies, on  Tuesday,  the  12th  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1799. 
Composition  Present : — The  Judge- Advocate,  Captain  Henry  Waterhouse, 
cJ^  Lieut't  Willm.  Kent,  Lieut't  Matthew  FHnders,  Lieut'c  Neil 

M*Kellar,    Lieut't    James   Hunt   Lucas,    Ensign    Nicholas 
Bayly. 

Isaac  Nicholls  was  placed  at  the  Bar  as  a  receiver  of  stolen 

goods.     The  prisoner  pleaded  not  guilty. 

Evidence  of  Richard  Baylis  (admitted  an  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  Crown):— 

Bayiis.  Deposeth  that  on  the  delivery  of  the  baskett  of  tobacco  (deposed 

to  in  the  trial  of  Collins,  Vandei-stein,  and  Chandler)§  he  was 
desired  by  Samuel  Wright  to  take  it  to  the  house  of  Isaac 
Nicholls  in  Sydney ;  that  he  accordingly  did  so,  and  about  the 
hour  of  5  in  the  raorn'g  he  wheeled  the  same  down  to  Nicholls's 
house,  and  enquired  for  Mr.  Nicholls  of  the  servant,  who  called 
his  master  down  and  asked  the  witness  where  Samuel  Wright  was, 
The  charge  at  which  time  Wright  came  in  ;  that  Nicholls  and  Wright  con- 
Nichols        versed  together ;  that  the  witness  heard  Nicholls  tell  Wright  if  he 

•  Poet,  p.  658. 

t  See  the  statements  of  Waterhouse,  Flinders,  and  Kent.— Po6t,  pp.  622  to  6S5. 

I  The  proceedinsfs  in  this  remarkable  trial,  though  somewhat  lengthy,  are  given  In  fall, 
on  account  of  the  light  they  throw  upon  the  relations  existing  between  Hunter  and  the 
military'  officers. 

9  These  trials  had  preceded  this. 
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would  come  in  the  evening  he  (Nicholls)  wo*d  pay  Wright  for  the  1799 
tobacco,  meaning  the  said  tobacco  the  witness  had  then  delivered,  21  Feb. 
and  by  the  order  of  Isaac  Nicholls  the  witness  deposited  the  said 
tobacco  in  a  right-hand  room  of  said  NichoUs's  house ;  the  witness 
was  then  told  by  Nicholls's  roan  to  leave  the  wheelbarrow  and  call 
for  it  again  lest  there  sho'd  be  any  suspicion  about  the  tobacco ; 
that  a  few  hours  after  he  went  for  the  said  wheelbarrow,  and  was 
told  by  Nicholls's  woman  that  he  had  better  take  the  tobacco 
away,  as  the  alarm  about  Mrs.  Mullet t's  robbery  had  spread,  and  The  alarm. 
the  constables  were  in  quest  of  the  stolen  tobacco  and  property ; 
that  the  witness  answered  he  would  call  for  it  in  the  evening ; 
that  he  took  away  the  empty  barrow,  and  as  he  was  returning 
therewith  he  met  Isaac  Nicholls  near  the  gaol,  who  asked  him 
where  Sam  Wright  was,  to  which  he  replied  he  was  coming  down 
Sydney  with  one  Jack  Colley  ;  that  he  took  ye  wheelbarrow 
home  to  Joe  Taylor's,  from  whence  he  was  taken  into  custody  on 
suspicion  of  robbing  Mrs.  Mullett*s  house  of  the  tobacco;  that 
Samuel  Wright  was  also  apprehended  afterwards ;  that  the  next  Bayiis  ana 
morning  (Sunday)  he  and  Wright  were  discharged  ;  that  the  wit-  JU^ft^*^ 
ness  then  went  home  to  Taylor's,  where  he  usually  resided,  when 
Taylor  expressed  his  surprize  at  seeing  him  out  of  custody  without 
an  hearing ;  that  the  witness  replied  he  thought  it  was  a  planned 
thing  between  Kable  and  Nicholls  to  detect  them  in  their  pursuits 
after  the  said  tobacco  supposed  to  have  been  planted ;  that  in  the 
evening  (being  Monday)  the  witness,  with  Wright,  went  together 
to  the  house  of  Isaac  Nicholls,  whei*e  the  servant  informed  them 
said  Nicholls  was  not  at  home ;  that  in  the  course  of  the  same 
evening  they  called  again  at  Nicholls's,  when  the  servant  informed 
tiiem  his  master  was  at  home,  and  accosted  them  thus,  "Oh,  you  BayiU's 
are  come  about  the  tobacco  ?"  that  said  servant  went  up  to  said  Jf^^^ 
Nicholls  and  brought  a  message  from  him  importing  that  the  transaction. 
tobacco  was  placed  between  two  rocks  near  the  new  house  building 
for  Mr.  Moore,  and  if  they  chose  to  go  for  it  they  might ;  that 
they  then  quitted  the  house,  and  the  witness  refused  to  go  for  it, 
saying  to  Wright  he  would  not  be  hanged  about  it ;  but  Wright 
said  he  would  go  for  it  if  he  could  get  a  boat,  to  which  this  wit- 
ness answered  he  was  sure  there  were  constables  set  to  watch  it ; 
that  the  witness  returned  home  to  Taylor's  house  and  related  what 
had  passed,  when  Taylor  observed  to  him  that  he  thought  it  was 
as  he  mentioned  from  the  circumstance  of  their  being  released  in 
the  morning ;  that  Will'm  Geary  was  present. 

Q»  by  tJie  prisoner  to  this  vntness. — Did  Wright  leave  my  house  CrosB- 
at  the  time  you  speak  of  as  to  the  delivery  of  the  tobacco  ?  NichoST^ 

A. — Yes  ;  they  both  went  away  together. 

Q, — After  Wright  and  you  were  released  out  of  custody,  did 
you  come  to  my  house  immediately  1 

A, — ^No ;  not  till  the  evening. 
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possession  of  an  authority  which  they  shall  never  wrest  out  of  mj 
hands  whilst  I  am  capable  of  holding  it. 

I  have  judged  it  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  letters  which 

I  receiv'd  from  the  three  military  officers  who  were  members  of 

the  above  Criminal  Court,  and  which  is  inclos'd  in  my  separate 

letter  of  30th  April,*  herewith  sent,  to  inform  those  naval  officers 

who  were   also   members  of  that  Court  that   those   gentlemen 

had  propos'd  to  make  observations  upon  the  trial  of  the  prisoner 

Nichols,  and  hop'd  I  wou'd  transmit  them  to  your  Grace  with  my 

dispatches  :  the  naval  officers  have  in  consequence  requested  that 

I  will  transmit  their  observations  also ;  they  are  therefore  encloa'd,! 

and  I  am  of  opinion  they  will  serve  altogether  to  shew  that  I 

am  well  warranted  in  suspending  the  immediate  execution  of  the 

sentence  pass'd  on  the  above  prisoner.  t  u  # 

'■  ^  I  have,  (fcc, 

Jno.  Hunter. 


[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Trial  op  I.  Nicholls.J 

At  a  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature,  held  by  virtue  of  a  precept 
under  the  hand  and  seal  of  his  Excellency  John  Hunter, 
Esqr.,  Captain-General  and  Govemor-in-Chief  in  and  over  his 
Majesty's  territory  called  New  South  Wales  and  its  depen- 
dencies, on  Tuesday,  the  12th  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1799. 
Composition  Present : — The  Judge- Advocate,  Captain  Henry  Waterhouse, 
Court.  Lieut't  Willm.  Kent,  Lieut't  Matthew  FHnders,  Lieut^t  Neil 

M*Kellar,    Lieut't    James   Hunt   Lucas,    Ensign    Nicholas 
Bayly. 

Isaac  Nicholls  was  placed  at  the  Bar  as  a  receiver  of  stolen 
goods.     The  prisoner  pleaded  not  guilty. 

Evidence  of  Richard  Baylis  (admitted  an  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  Crown):— 

Bayiis.  Deposetli  that  on  the  delivery  of  the  baskett  of  tobacco  (deposed 

to  in  the  trial  of  Collins,  Vandei*stein,  and  Chandler)§  he  was 
desired  by  Samuel  Wright  to  take  it  to  the  house  of  Isaac 
Nicholls  in  Sydney ;  that  he  accordingly  did  so,  and  about  the 
hour  of  5  in  the  morn^g  he  wheeled  the  same  down  to  Nicholls's 
house,  and  enquired  for  Mr.  Nicholls  of  the  servant,  who  caUcd 
his  master  down  and  asked  the  witness  where  Samuel  Wright  was, 
The  char^  at  which  time  Wright  came  in  ;  that  Nicholls  and  Wright  «»»• 
Nichols        versed  together ;  that  the  witness  heard  Nicholls  tell  Wright  if  he 

•  Poet,  p.  658. 

t  See  the  staitements  of  Waterhouse,  Flinders,  and  Kent.— Pofet,  pp.  622  to  6S5. 

t  The  proceedinsrs  in  this  remarkable  trial,  though  somewhat  lengthy,  are  given  in  tm, 
on  account  of  the  light  they  throw  upon  the  relations  existing  between  Hunter  and  the 
military  oflScers. 

f  These  trials  had  preceded  this. 
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would  come  in  the  evening  he  (Nicholls)  we'd  pay  Wright  for  the  1799 
tobacco,  meaning  the  said  tobacco  the  witness  had  then  delivered,  21  Feb. 
and  by  the  order  of  Isaac  Nicholls  the  witness  deposited  the  said 
tobacco  in  a  right-hand  room  of  said  Nicholls's  house ;  the  witness 
was  then  told  by  NicholIs*s  roan  to  leave  the  wheelbarrow  and  call 
for  it  again  lest  there  sho'd  be  any  suspicion  about  the  tobacco ; 
that  a  few  hours  after  he  went  for  the  said  wheelbarrow,  and  was 
told  by  Nicholls's  woman  that  he  had  better  take  the  tobacco 
away,  as  the  alarm  about  Mrs.  Mullett's  robbery  had  spread,  and  The  aiann. 
the  constables  were  in  quest  of  the  stolen  tobacco  and  property ; 
that  the  witness  answered  he  would  call  for  it  in  the  evening ; 
that  he  took  away  the  empty  barrow,  and  as  he  was  returning 
therewith  he  met  Isaac  Nicholls  near  the  gaol,  who  asked  him 
where  Sam  Wright  was,  to  which  he  replied  he  was  coming  down 
Sydney  with  one  Jack  Colley  ;  that  he  took  ye  wheelbarrow 
home  to  Joe  Taylor's,  from  whence  he  was  taken  into  custody  on 
suspicion  of  robbing  Mrs.  Mullett's  house  of  the  tobacco;  that 
Samuel  Wright  was  also  apprehended  afterwards ;  that  the  next  Bayiis  and 
morning  (Sunday)  he  and  Wright  were  discharged  ;  that  the  wit-  IlfjSt«i?'^ 
ness  then  went  home  to  Taylor's,  where  he  usually  resided,  when 
Taylor  expressed  his  surprize  at  seeing  him  out  of  custody  without 
an  hearing ;  that  the  witness  replied  he  thought  it  was  a  planned 
thing  between  Kable  and  Nicholls  to  detect  them  in  their  pursuits 
after  the  said  tobacco  supposed  to  have  been  planted ;  that  in  the 
evening  (being  Monday)  the  witness,  with  Wright,  went  together 
to  the  house  of  Isaac  Nicholls,  where  the  servant  informed  them 
said  Nicholls  was  not  at  home ;  that  in  the  course  of  the  same 
evening  they  called  again  at  Nicholls's,  when  the  servant  informed 
them  his  master  was  at  home,  and  accosted  them  thus,  <^0h,  you  Bayiis's 
are  come  about  the  tobacco  V*  that  said  servant  went  up  to  said  Jf^^*^ 
Nicholls  and  brought  a  message  from  him  importing  that  the  transaction. 
tobacco  was  placed  between  two  rocks  near  the  new  house  building 
for  Mr.  Moore,  and  if  they  chose  to  go  for  it  they  might ;  that 
they  then  quitted  the  house,  and  the  witness  refused  to  go  for  it, 
saying  to  Wright  he  would  not  be  hanged  about  it ;  but  Wright 
said  he  would  go  for  it  if  he  could  get  a  boat,  to  which  this  wit- 
ness answered  he  was  sure  there  were  constables  set  to  watch  it ; 
that  the  witness  returned  home  to  Taylor's  house  and  related  what 
had  passed,  when  Taylor  observed  to  him  that  he  thought  it  was 
as  he  mentioned  from  the  circumstance  of  their  being  released  in 
the  morning  ;  that  Will'm  Geary  was  present. 

Q,  by  the  prisoner  to  this  witness. — Did  Wright  leave  my  house  Croas- 
at  the  time  you  speak  of  as  to  the  delivery  of  the  tobacco  ?  NicKofi.     ^ 

A, — Yes  ;  they  both  went  away  together. 

Q. — After  Wright  and  you  were  released  out  of  custody,  did 
you  come  to  my  house  immediately  1 

A. — No ;  not  till  the  evening. 
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1799      mouth  of  the  bag  being  open  that  the  contents  were  tobaoca    ^d 
21  Feb.     prisoner  further  told  the  witness  that  if  he  would  look  well  round 
about  Mr.  Balmain's  or  the  magazine  he  might  find  it,  being  so 
light  in  the  morning  that  it  was  not  possible  for  them  to  convey 
it  far  without  discovery.      The  witness  then  asked  the  prisoner  tf 
he  wo'd  accompany  him  in  search  thereof,  as  he  (the  witness), 
being  a  constable,  had  the  morning  before  found  three  baskets  of 
the  like  description ;  that  they  went  in  quest  thereof,  but  tbeir 
search  was  fruitless ;  that  the  witness  then  left  the  prisoner  at 
home,  and  in  the  course  of  the  same  day  apprehended,  of  his  avni 
Apprehen-    accord,  Wright  (since  executed)  and  Baylis,  on  suspicion  of  being 
wriehft  and  concemed  in  Mullett's  robbery,  and  detained  them  until  the  next 
Baylis.         day,  when  ye  witness,  by  order  of  Mr.  Balmain,  a  magistrate, 
released  them  ;  that  whilst  said  Wright  and  Baylis  were  in  confin^ 
ment  the  witness  discovered  the  tobacco,  but  did  not  i-emove  it  in 
order  that  from  the  planting  of  a  constable  over  ye  same  some  dis- 
covery might  be  made  by  someone  coming  for  it,  but  that  no  one 
owning  it,  the  witness,  after  two  or  three  days,  had  it  conveyed  to 
Mrs.  Mullett,  to  whom  it  was  restored,  from  her  ascertaining  the 
property  to  have  been  stolen  from  her  warehouse,  and  having 
deposed  on  oath  thereto. 

Charles  Garratt,  of  the  Reliance,  seaman,  being  duly  sworn  :— 

Deposeth  that  one  evening  at  the  garden-house  of  Captain 
Waterhouse  (about  six  weeks  since)  he  was  accosted  by  James 
Mansfield  (one  of  the  foregoing  evidences),  and  informed  that 
someone  had  gone  up  the  hill  with  something  on  his  back,  and  asked 
the  witness  to  go  in  pursuit  of  him,  who  answered  it  did  not  con- 
cern him,  and  he  would  not  go ;  that  Mansfield  then  went  awaj, 
and  witness  retired  to  rest. 


Evidence  of 

Charles 

Garratt. 


Evidence  of 
Peter  Payne. 


Evidence  of 

James 

Remnant. 


Peter  Payne,  being  duly  sworn  : — 

Deposeth  that  on  the  evening  deposed  unto  by  Mansfield  he  was 
one  of  the  boat's  crew  with  said  Mansfield,  waiting  on  shore  at 
Mr.  Balmain's  steps,  when  said  Mansfield  told  the  witness  he  had 
seen  a  man  carrying  something  on  his  shoulder,  which  he  supposed 
was  tobacco,  and  asked  the  witness  to  go  in  pursuit  of  him,  bat 
they  could  not  find  him. 

At  half-past  2  o'clock  the  Court  adjourned  until  to-morrow 

morning  at  10, 

Wednesday,  March  13th,  1799,  at  10,  the  Court  met  pursuant 
to  adjournment. 

James  Remnant,  being  duly  sworn  : — 

Deposeth  that  about  the  22nd  or  23rd  of  February  last  he  called 
at  the  house  of  Joseph  Taylor  to  inquire  after  a  sick  person  ;  that 
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he  entered  into  a  conversation  with  said  Taylor,  and  the  name  of      17d9 
Baylis  was  ment'd  by  Taylor,  who  observed  that  said  Baylis  was  a     21  Feb. 
principal  evidence  against  Nicholls,  but  that  he  thought  Baylis 
would  not  say  anything  if  he  was  brought  forward,  for  that  he 
(Taylor)  well  knew  the  disposition  of  the  boy  (meanicg  Baylis), 
and  that  he  was  so  fixed  in  his  mind  that  he  would  not  be  bro't 
over  to  say  anything ;  that  Baylis  had  lodged  with  him  for  some 
time,  and  he  knew  his  disposition  better  than  anyone.     That  the 
witness  observed  he  was  going  up  to  Parramatta  if  the  wind  was 
fair ;  and  Taylor  then  enquired  if  he  should  be  at  Toongabbee  ? 
That  the  witness  replied,  "  I  daresa;^  I  shall,  having  business  near  iiis  couvcr- 
there."     That  Taylor  then  said,  "  You  know  the  boy,  Baylis  V  ^^orT^^ 
That  the  witness  answered,  "  Yes ;  he  had  seen  him  at  Toongab- 
bee, and  also  at  his  house."      That  the  witness  said  he  should  go 
to  the  house  of  Jones  the  baker  ;  that  Taylor  desired  the  witness 
would  enquire  of  Jones  where  Baylis  was — observing  he  believed 
he  was  at  work  at  Stapleton's  farm,  but  that  Jones  we'd  send  for 
him  ;  that  the  witness  promised  Taylor  he  we'd  see  the  boy.  Taylor 
then  requested  of  this  witness  to  inform  him  that  everything  re-  Message  to 
mained  exactly  as  it  did  when  he  saw  or  heard  from  him  last ;  that  ^y^"- 
no  doubt  he  would  be  examined  upon  the  business,  but  that  it  rested 
entirely  with  him  (meaning  Baylis),  or  words  to  that  effect    That 
the  witness  went  to  Toongabbee  the  following  mom'g  after  being 
with  Jones,  and  not  finding  Baylis  there,  asked  Jones  if  he  knew 
a  lad  of  the  name  of  Baylis,  who  replied  yes,  that  he  had  been 
there  the  evening  before  ;  that  the  witness  then  told  Jones  he  had 
a  message  from  Jos.  Taylor,  and  wished  him  to  be  sent  for ;  that 
after  some  enquiries  the  witness  saw  Baylis  and  delivered  him 
the  message  accordingly,  viz.,  that  no  doubt  he  we'd  be  bro't  up, 
and  that  some  little  promises  might  be  made  to  him ;  that  Capt. 
Wilkinson  would  exert  himself  in  the  discovery  of  the  business  ; 
but  whether  he  chose  to  satisfy  Capt.  Wilkinson  by  giving  him  any 
information,  he  might  act  in  that  respect  as  he  (Baylis)  thought 
proper ;  that  Baylis  thanked  the  witness,  and  told  him  he  sho'd  Bayiis's 
be  down  at  Sydney  the  Friday  following,  which  he  desired  the  wit-  ^^^^^' 
ness  to  inform  Taylor ;  that  on  the  witness's  return  he  informed 
said  Taylor  thereof  respecting  the  prisoner.     The  witness  would 
not  take  upon  him  to  relate  any  particular  conversation  passing. 

Joseph  Taylor,  being  duly  sworn  : —  Joseph 

Taylor's 

Deposeth  that  about  three  weeks  since  he  met  the  prisoner  oppo-  evidence, 
site  the  house  of  Major  Foveaux,  in  Sydney,  who  asked  the  witness 
when  he  had  heard  from  the  young  one  (meaning  Richard  Baylis)  1 
Who  answered,  "The  last  week."  That  the  prisoner  then  asked 
the  witness  if  he  thought  the  boy  (meaning  Baylis)  was  staunch  1 
That  the  witness  answered  he  thought  he  was.  That  the  prisoner  His  oonver- 
then  replied  if  he  (meaning  Baylis)  was  staunch  in  this  he  should  Nichols. 
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the  stolen 
tobacco. 


never  want  for  anything  whilst  he  was  on  the  island — adding;  if  he 
is  staunch  in  this  nothing  could  hurt  him  (the  prisoner)  in  this 
affair — meaning  the  affair  of  the  tobacco  taken  by  Baylis  to  tk« 
house  of  the  prisoner;  that  some  time  after  the  prisoner  came  up  to 
the  witness  in  the  town  of  Sydney,  and  told  him,  the  young  one 
(meaning  Baylis)  was  sent  for  by  the  magistrates,  but  that  S  the 
boy  was  staunch  nothing  could  hurt  him  (the  prisoner);  that  Baylis, 
who  lived  in  the  same  house  with  the  witness,  had  frequently  con- 
versed with  him,  and  had  told  the  witness  that  he  had  wheeled  one 
basket  of  tobacco  delivered  to  him  by  Wright^  for  the  purpose  ol 
conveying  to  Isaac  NichoUs's  house,  and  that  he  (said  Idylls)  bed 
so  done  by  taking  the  same  in  a  wheelbarrow ;  and  that  the  prisoner 
Purchasing  had  told  him  (said  Baylis)  to  come  again  for  the  money,  and  that 
when  he  went  for  said  payment  he  was  told  that  the  said  tobacco 
was  stowed  between  two  rocks,  and  he  might  fetch  it  if  he  we'd ; 
and  that  he  told  ye  witness  Wright  accompanied  him  to  the  home 
of  the  prisoner  on  that  occasion  ;  that  the  witness  advised  him  to 
have  nothing  to  do  in  the  business,  and  desired  him  to  leave  hk 
house ;  that  he  went  to  Toongabbee.  Remembers  James  Remomt 
having  some  conversation  with  him,  but  will  not  say  that  be  sent 
any  message  to  Baylis,  as  stated  in  that  witness's  testimony,  or 
that  he  had  any  conversation  respecting  Mrs.  Mullett's  robbeiy. 
The  message  he  sent  to  Baylis  by  Remnant  he  declares  to  have 
been  only  to  remember  him  to  the  boy. 

Q.  by  the  prisoner  to  this  tvitneas. — Had  you  any  conversation 
with  one  Underwood  respecting  this  bus's? 

A, — You  were  the  subject  of  some  conversation  when  I  woriced 
at  Underwood's  ;  and  the  reward  you  offered  in  a  public  advertise- 
ni't  was  the  subject  of  it 

Q. — Did  you  deny  to  Underwood  having  any  knowledge  of  the 
bus's  of  the  tobacco  or  knowing  anything  about  it  t 

A. — I  do  not  recollect  I  did,  and  if  he  had  I  sho'd  not  bave 
answered  him. 

Q. — Did  you  not  always  suspect  Baylis  to  be  a  wortbkss 
character  ? 

^4. — No,  I  did  not. 

Q. — Did  not  Wright,  lately  executed,  frequently  lodge  at  yow 
house  ? 

A. — No,  he  did  not ;  he  has  been  at  my  house,  but  never  laid  in 
it  in  bis  life. 

Q. — Has  not  your  house  been  frequently  searched  on  soapicion 
of  having  stolen  goods  therein  ? 

A. — Never  but  once,  and  then  no  property  was  detected  therein. 

Evidence  of  James  Lacey,  being  duly  sworn  : — 

James 

Laoey.  Deposeth  as  follows— but  first  premises  that  his  evidence  wu 

obtained  under  ye  following  circumstances,  and  fearing  impatatioB 


Cross- 
examined 
by  the 
prisoner. 
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It  is  impossible  I  shou'd  not  feel  astonishment  at  your  appearing      17M 
not  to  know  that  the  two  junior  members  of  this  last  Civil  Couit     21  Feb. 
are  the  gentlemen  whose  opinions  you  appear'd  by  your  treatment       -j — 
of  them  to  hold  in  contempt,  and  to  have  set  at  defiance,  by  issuing  members  of 
writs  from  your  own  authority,  after  they  had  publicly  and  in  your  ***®  ^**^' 
own  presence  declared  them  illogaL 

It  was  always  ray  wish  to  leave  the  dutys  of  the  Judge- Advocate  The  Judire- 
to  the  sole  management  of   whatever  officer  might  have   been  ^d^^ 
jq)poiDted  by  his  Majesty  to  fill  that  office,  so  long  as  he  acted  Governor. 
consistent  with  that  instruction  by  which  he  shou'd  be  governed ; 
but  it  is  a  part  of  the  Governor's  duty,  whenever  he  shall  see  just 
cause,  to  interfere  and  to  forbid  every  improper  innovation  upon 
those  instructions. 

You  are,  sir,  incorrect  in  your  observation  that  I  never  expres'd 
any  doubt  of  the  legality  of  your  proceedings  untill  after  I  had 
convened  the  officers  of  the  colony,  because  on  the  20th  of  Dec'r, 
wben  you  left  the  Court  in  the  extraordinary  manner  you  then 
did,  you  soon  after  call'd  upon  me ;  I  on  that  occasion  gave  you  An 
my  sentiments  on  your  having  arrogated  to  yourself  a  power  of  Jnt^f^ie^* 
acting  independent  of  the  other  members  of  the  Coui-t,  and  which 
in  my  judgement  was  illegal. 

I  have  no  will  of  my  own  to  gratify  or  indulge  contrary  to  the  Himter'a 
general  good,  nor  am  I  dispos'd  to  medle  in  concerns  of  so  much  ^fj!^  *"** 
miportance  as  those  for  which  the  law  has  so  amply  provided  ;  my 
desire  is,  that  the  instructions  we  have  been  supplied  with,  and 
which  appear  to  me  to  be  plain,  clear,  and  intelligible,  may  be  our 
constant  guide.  There  does  not  seem  any  room  for  misconstruction 
by  the  tiuding  part  of  the  colony.  I  can  only  imagine  you  may 
allude  to  the  private  petty  dealers,  who  are  in  my  opinion  a  public 
pest,  a  class  of  people  ruinous  to  that  description  of  men  who  ought 
to  be  the  chief  support  of  the  colony — the  laboring  farmer. 

Our  ideas  seeming  to  differ  so  very  widely  in  points  of  some  Dore  his 
consequence  is  sufficient  cause  for  my  desiring  that  you  shou'd  5|^i^J|^. 
consider  the  confidential  situation  into  which  at  your  ov>n  solicita- 

iian*  I  had  chosen  you  as  now  at  an  end.      j  • 

X  am,  iKo., 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

My  Lord  Duke,  2l8t  February,  1799.t 

The  increasing  perplexitys  which  have  of  late  attended  ^^.~"** 
some  of  our  law  proceedings,  and  the  present  appearance  of  party 

*  In  Hunter  to  Portland,  25th  Hay,  1798,  ante,  p.  SOO,  Hunter  stated  that  he  had  appointed 
I>ore  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

f  For  some  reaaon,  now  unknown.  Hunter  antedated  this  letter.  The  trial  of  Nichola 
oecuired  in  the  middle  of  March,  and  there  is  evidence  to  show  that  Hunter  despatchecl 
this  letter  in  or  about  the  month  of  June,  1799. 
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The 

influence  of 
faction. 


3\idge- 

Advocate 

Dore. 


Party 
qutirrels. 


The  trial  of 

Isaac 

Nichols 


IIIh  employ- 
ment and 
character. 


taking  place  in  our  Courts,  are  considerations  of  such  weighty 
importance  that  I  shou'd  consider  myself  highly  difficient  in  my 
attention  to  his  Majesty's  service  were  I  not  to  make  your  Grace 
acquainted  with  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  remedy  or  some 
instructions  on  the  subject.  My  separate  letter*  of  this  date  will 
in  some  degree  shew  from  whence  some  part  of  those  difficoltys 
may  reasonably  be  supposed  to  arise  or  be  encourag'd.  But  that 
your  Grace  may  have  the  most  clear  and  distinct  evidence  of  the 
prevalence  of  party  here,  operating  in  various  ways  to  the  injuiy 
of  the  public  service  and  general  interest  of  the  colony,  I  transmit 
some  circumstances  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  a  Court  of 
Criminal  Judicature  lately  held  here  for  the  trial  of  seveml 
offenders. 

I  shall  only  remark  here,  my  Lord,  that  no  difficidtys  of  tlie 
nature  alluded  to  were  ever  known  in  this  colony  formerly.     I  had 
vainly  hop'd  and  believ'd  that  the  Judge- Advocate,  lately  arrived, 
wou'd  have  proved  a  public  advantage  to  all  our  judicial  cohcems, 
and,  thro'  that  means,  a  vast  relief  to  my  mind,  and  that  he  would 
have  convinced  the  whole  colony  that  he  wou'd  exercise  the  dutjs 
of  his  office  in  the  most  independent  manner,  unconnect'd  with 
party  of  any  kind.     To  shew  how  far  I  am  warranted  in  saying 
that  a  party  exists  in  this  colony  for  the  most  indefencible  of  all 
purposes,  comenting  upon  all  the  public  measures  which  are  found 
calculated  to  interfere  in  any  degree  with  the  private  objects  and 
views  of  the  dealers,  whose  ruinous  traffic  I  have  said  so  much 
upon,  and  putting  the  most  inapjicable  and  malicious  constructions 
upon  them,  and  forcasting,  wherever  it  may  be  possible,  stumbling- 
blocks  in  my  way  and  in  that  of  such  officers  as  may  have  spirit 
and  independence   enough  to   co-operate  with   me  upon  public 
service,  I  transmit  at  length  the  trial  of  a  man  whose  prosecution 
I  must  declare  to  your  Grace  has  appear'd  to  me  to  have  been 
carried  on  thro'  a  chain  of  such  evidence  as  wou'd  not  have  been 
admitted  in  any  Court  of  law  in  England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland ;  the 
minutes  of  the  Court  will,  without  any  remarks  of  mine,  satisfy 
your  Grace  upon  the  subject.     But  it  may  be  necessary,  in  orde* 
to  make  it  clear  to  your  Grace  that  I  have  no  motive  but  the 
general  good,  and  that  my  representation  upon  this  occasion  pro- 
ceeds from  a  most  ardent  desire  of  seeing  rigid  justice  administerd 
to  all  his  Majesty's  subjects  who  reside  here  under  my  authority, 
and  to  prevent,  as  far  as  it  may  be  in  my  power,  every  thing  which 
has  the  smallest  appearance  of  oppression,  I  judge  it  proper  to  point 
out  who  this  man  whose  sentence  I  have  not  confirm'd  is — Isaac 
Nichols.     He  was  chief  overseer  of  the  different  gangs  employ^ 
in  labour  of  various  kinds  about  the  town  of  Sydneyand  its  vicinity. 
His  general  conduct  and  character,  after  an  experience  of  two 
years  and  a  half  in  that  station,  stood  high  in  my  estimation,  *s 
well  as  in  that  of  Captain  Johnston,  my  aide-de-camp,  from  who© 

♦  Ante,  p.  547. 
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he  in  general  received  my  orders,  altho'  -frequently  from  myself  in       1799 
person.     He  was  of  more  advantage  to  the  prompt  execution  of     21  Feb. 
the  different  works  upon  which  he  was  employed  than  any  man 
of  his  line  in  the  service  of  Government  within  this  settlement. 
He  officiated  in  all  the  dutys  of  a  superintendant,  altho'  only  an 
'overseer,  with  the  utmost  assiduity  and  most  conspicuous  diligence, 
and  sav'd  much  trouble  to  me  by  his  unwearied  attention.     Being  A  farmer 
a  free  man,  altho'  formerly  a  convict,  his  sentence  having  been 
expir'd  some  years,  and  being  a  most  examplary  character,  he 
had  a  small  farm,  upon  which,  having  no  sallery,  I  allow'd  him, 
as  a  compensation  for  the  weighty  dutys  he  performed,  two  men. 
By  means  of  his  sobriety  and  industry  he  had  sav'd  as  much 
money  as  enabled  him  to  build  himself  a  comfortable  house  for 
the  accomodation  of  not  only  himself  and  liis  family,  but  he  let  it 
occasionally  to  strangers  ;  and,  in  short,  this  man,  by  his  diligence 
and  sobriety,  was  prospering.     To  remove  from  the  service  of  *°d » pros- 
Grovernment  a  man  so  truely  usefull  will  ever  be  an  object  with  ^^^  °""' 
those  whose  private  concerns  are  in  any  way  effected  by  a  close 
attention  to  those  of  the  public ;  he  therefore  became  an  object 
to  be  notic'd,  because  he  stood  in  the  way  of  others. 

It  ia  from  my  examination  of  the  minutes  of  the  trial,  the  nature 
of  the  evidence,  and  the  characters  who  appeared  against  him,  that 
I  feel  myself  justified  in  pronouncing  the  verdict  erroneous,  as  far  An 
as  my  judgement  will  serve  to  direct  me.    Your  Grace  will  see  from  y^^"' 
the  trial  itself,  which  is  herewith  inclosed,  the  charges  exhibited 
against  this  man,  and  with  respect  to  the  convict  evidence  in  sup- 
port of  that  charge  I  shall  only  say  that  they  are  amongst  the  most 
abandon'd  characters  in  this  settlement.    Your  Grace  will  also  have  The 
the  votes  or  opinions  of  the  members  who  composed  the  Court,  as  «^»<'®"^'^ 
well  as  the  written  and  verbal  testimony  offered  to  the  character 
of  the  prisoner  and  produc'd  in  Court  from  respectable  authoritys.* 
From  all  these  proofs  and  testimonials  your  Grace  will  observe  some 
ground  for  fearing  a  prejudice  in  the  case  of  this  man,  for  as  far  as 
the  hearsay  evidence  which  has  been  allow'd  against  him  has  been  hearsay, 
considered  by  me,  there  does  not  appear  anything  like  proof  to 
convict  him ;  nor  can  I  admit  that  heai-say  evidence  shou'd  have 
been  suffer'd  on  so  serious  an  occasion  as  that  where  a  man's  life 
may  be  in  danger ;  yet  it  was  admitted  by  the  Judge- Advocate, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  inform  the  Court  in  what  instances  such 
evidence  cou'd  be  allow'd,  and  the  more  particularly  thro'  such 
characters.    In  short,  my  Lord,  it  will  be  a  happy  circumstance  for  unsatis- 
this  colony  when  its  Court  can  be  form'd  more  upon  the  plan  of  J^^JSuitlou 
the  mother  country,  with  an  upnght  and  independent  Judge  at  its  of  Court. 
head  ;  for  here,  my  Lord,  the  people  are  so  extrem'ly  bad,  so  very 

*  XoU  by  Oovemor  Hunter  .'—Those  votes  I  shou'd  not  have  desir'd  but  for  the  sole  pur> 

KM  of  nuuciog  the  whole  of  this  trial  clear  and  distinct  to  your  Grace,  and  to  shew  that  I 
ve  luflicicnt  reason  for  disapproving  the  sentence. 


rA2 

i7t$      mkjiprArKi'd  32.  zv^^tsaiit,  'dfeoE  if  lam  kaui  oi  hemnmr  eTidence  is 
^  f^      udmhufl  k.  ^iir  Cc«rx»iiriiif-  aEaij^4f  grnmiak^  or  are  in  any  way 
0ffi^/^sTm^'d  to  ojimi  iuPMi'L  ttH9»  cul  W  aodung  so  esaj  as  to 
f urnkfa  acj  csKt^r  ^ina  joj  meeaBtsiL,     Xo  Txriaous  or  honest 
cliaracUr  can  fm  kaaedf  aid!- :  a  wicked  or  jealoos  neigbboor  maj 
plan  hM  #kaoiKicioB.  aM  wisk  <aae  cteam  tkis  kind  of  proof  to 
endanger  hi&  hie  :  acd  if  ercr  party  dbaH  get  foodng  in  our  Coortg 
llori'-4t  rnen  min  to  the  colonTaiid  ail  is  eoceenfes  Buit  inevitably  ensue.    An 
In  rlnnfrer.     Innocent  man,  if  be  baa  any  cbemys — and  few  are  wholly  withoat 
— will  Ije  in  continoal  danger.     Tkese  drcnmstances  demand  in 
th';  GovfTTior  of  this  colony  tbe  most  rigid  and  scmpnlous  examin- 
ation of  the  minutes  of  ererr  triaL  and  before  be  ventures  to  affix 
hiM  assent  to  the  verdict  be  oa<!fat  to  consider  tbe  whole  evidenoe 
and  circumstances.     Well,  be  sboa'd  use  every  means  to  satisfy 
his  own  mind« 

But  here,  my  Lord,  you  wfll  discover  by  tbe  indos'd  letter  of  tbe 
J urlgiv Advocate  to  me,  Xa  3.*  in  answer  to  mine,  No.  2,t  that  be 
Aiiutmtitho.  }||i>4  vot<;d  at  a  meeting  of  magistrates  for  carrying  tbe  sentence  of  a 
(\)urt  into  execution  without  waiting  for  my  approvaL  This  man, 
my  Lord,  has  us'd  the  authority  of  other  magistrates  without  their 
knowlcnlge  to  support  his  view  of  snatching  out  of  my  hands  an 
0HN<<ntial  j)nrt  of  the  executive  authority  of  tbe  Governor.  Your 
Ornco  I  am  convinced  will  pardon  my  expressing  myself  rather 
warmly  upon  such  occasion,  but  I  must  declare,  my  Lord,  that  hid 
an  ()j)])ortunity  been  within  my  power  I  shou'd  have  ordered  him 
iVMv  to  return  to  England.     It  is  evident  he  is  influenced  by  a  party 

*  uY***^*ti-     *"  ^^'^  '^  '^®  ^^^  done,  and  such  appearances  will  be  ever  dangeroos 
iMiiiihi|».        to  tlu^  poace  and  tranquillity  of  the  settlement.     The  people  see 
i]w  pnn-alonco  of  such  party,  and  as  many  seditious  charactersare 
to  \w  found  amongst  us,  I  conceive  such  appearance  injurions  to 
Mum0i'N       his  Majesty's  authority  and  government.     If  any  grievances  (W 
Mtihuh'.       <»|)|)n^ssions  wore  found  to  exist  on  my  side,  or  were  felt  to  proceed 
from  mo  by  any  one  personof  any  discription  within  this  territory, 
thi»y  shou'd  ho  made  known  in  order  to  their  being  got  the  better 
of.     \V  hat^ vor  may  be  the  meaning  or  design  of  such  confed^acyi^ 
I  sliall  only  assure  your  Grace  that  I  will  bo  found  what  I  ought 
to  \\o  -tirm  and  ditermiu'd. 

**!'»»*  ^  S\nt*lY»  my  lA>nl,  the  written  testimony  offer'd  by  myself  and 
\\s\\kIw  othtM*H  to  tlu^  ohanictcr  of  the  prisoner  Nichols  we  had  reason  to 
hojH^  would  have  had  some  weight  where  so  small  a  majority  voted 
\\\\\\  >juihy  ;  but  instead  of  its  having  been  usefuU  to  the  man  with 
that  jvavt  of  tlio  Court,  hatl  he  appeared  from  respectable  proofs  to 
\u\\  o  Imhm\  >juilty  to  the  full  extent  of  the  charge,  his  sentence  cou'd 
xvu'xoIn  havo  Kt^tMi  more  severe.  It  is,  I  confess,  my  Lord,  evident 
to  \uo  that  tliort^  was  a  point  to  be  gain'd.  I  cou'd  coment  largely 
\^^^n  tbisi  triaK  but  it  may  be  impro|>er  I  shou'd.     I  have  thercibfe 

•  iNwt,  ^  «ia  t  Post,  pi.  000. 
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only  to  request  that  your  Grace  may  receive  some  law  opinions       1709 
upon  it  after  the  diiferent  papers  have  been  examined,  and  satisfy     21  Feb. 
your  own  mind  how  far  my  ideas  have  been  proper.     I  may  then 
be  instructed  upon  this  subject  when  I  have  next  the  honour  of 
dispatches  from  your  Grace. 

Your  Grace  will  also  receive  the  trial  of  another  prisoner  whose  a  bad 
character  has  ever  been  bad  in  this  colony.*     It  will  appear  that  <^*****c*«'- 
the  Court,  in  deciding  upon  this  prisoner's  case,  were  divided  in 
their  judgement,  there  being  (according  to  the  J.-Advocate's  account 
to  me)  two  naval  officers  who  found  him  not  guilty.     One  officer 
ci  the  same  description  found  him  guilty  in  part,  but  not  to  the 
extent  of  capital  punishment.     The  three  military  officers  found  An  illegal 
him  guilty,  death,  and  the  Judge- Advocate  gave  his  casting-vote  *^°  *"^' 
for  his  death ;  so  that  by  this  last  vote  there  is  a  majority  for  this 
man  suflering  death.     But  as  the  Patent  expressly  directs  that 
execution  shall  not  take  place  unless  five  out  of  the  seven  members 
concur  in  the  verdict  untill  such  time  as  his  Majesty's  pleasure 
shall  be  known,  the  sentence  of  this  man  will  therefore  continue 
suspended  untill  I  shall  receive  his  Majesty's  commands  upon  it. 

Since  I  wrote  the  above  another  prisoner t  has  been  convicted  a  death- 
and  cast  for  death  by  the  same  majority — the  J. -Advocate's  casting-        "^^ 
▼ote.     This  man  being  under  similar  circumstances  with  the  one 
above  mentioned,  his  trial  is  also  inclos'd.  I     He  was  an  evidence  in 
favour  of  the  prisoner  Nichols,  and  complains  that  his  misfortune 
has  arisen  from  that  circumstance,  but  with  what  justice  it  is  not 
possible  to  determine  at  present.     I  transmit  his  petition§  to  me  Petitioning 
after  condemnation,  and  a  letter||  which  he  wrote  to  one  of  the  {1^!,^^^ 
members  of  the  Court.     In  this  letter,  as  well  as  in  onell  address'd 
by  the  prisoner  Nichols  to  the  members  of  a  Court  of  Inquiry  I  had 
order'd  to  be  conven'd,  the  minutes  of  which  I  send  herewith,  your 
Grace  will  observe  the  steps  pursued  by  certain  persons  therein 
nam'd  to  draw  confessions  from  this  wretched  young  man  under 
the  pressure  of  his  misfortunes  and  melancholy  situation,  and 
with  a  promise  of  obtaining  his  pardon  for  the  purpose  of  farther 
criminating  the  prisoner  Nichols,  and  confirming  the  justice  of  the 
sentence  past  upon  him,  because  I  have  conaider'd  that  sentence 
erroneous.     These  attempts,  my  Lord,  in  my  judgement,  serve  only  Attempt  to 
to  occasion  suspicions  unfavourable  to  that  decision.    When  officers  e*tort  a 
can  so  far  forget  themselves  as  to  enter  a  common  goal  for  the 
purpose  express'd  in  those  letters,  what  can  we  suppose  but  that  a 
party  of  men  have  confederated  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  some 
particular  point;  and  that  point  has  appear'd  to  me  to  be  the 

*  The  evidence  in  this  case  la  lengthy,  and  not  of  sufficient  interest  to  warrant  its  appear- 
ance in  theee  pages. 

t  This  prisoner  was  the  convict  Lancaster,  whose  evidence  will  be  found  on  p.  601,  post. 
Be  was  pardoned  and  conditionally  emancipated. 

}  The  evidence  in  this  case  is  voluminous,  and  has  been  omitted. 

I  Poet,  p.  617.  I  Poet,  p.  620.  %  Pott,  p.  6M. 


596 


HISTOHICAL  BECOBJDS  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


1700 

21  Feb. 


Tlie  defence. 


Nature  of 

the 

evidence. 


Evidence  of 
Baylis. 


Prevari- 
cation and 


pcrjur}'. 


A  notorious 
character. 


himself  obliged  to  Nidiolls  for  the  information,  and  in  conversatioo 
with  said  Kable  he  informed  the  witness  that  he,  as  gaoler,  reported 
Sam.  Wright  as  an  hardened  man,  and  that  he  could  extort  M 
confession  from  him. 

Prisoner  has  no  question  to  propose  to  this  witness. 

Here  the  evidence  for  the  prosecution  closed. 

Prisoner's  defence  (in  writing)  : — 

The  warr't  of  commitment  charges  me  with  having  rec'd  sioko 
goods  knowing  the  same  to  be  stolen.  On  the  back  of  this  eonmit^ 
ment  I  am  charged  with  being  an  accessory  before  and  after  fad. 
As  to  three  of  the  indictments  I  consider  them  a  mere  matter  of 
form,  and  as  to  the  fourth  I  am  so  conscious  of  my  innocenee  thai 
I  conceived  it  unnecessary  to  object  to  its  relevancy — the  pitifol 
set  of  evidence  adduced  in  support  of  this  prosecution  has  no 
doubt  impressed  the  minds  of  this  truly  respectable  Cknirt  in  wittt 
disgustful  manner  the  prosecution  has  originated. 

The  wretched  character,  Baylis,  so  glaringly  prevaricated  in  ]m 
evidence  that  did  I  not  forbear  giving  trouble  to  the  Court  I  wo'd 
have  insisted  for  his  being  committed  and  tried  on  that  head,  bat 
he  is  so  notorious,  and  such  a  wretched  character,  that  I  snppoie 
this  honorable  Court  will  consider  his  evidence  as  false  framed  and 
maliciously  invented,  and  that  no  attention  wliatever  will  be  paid 
to  it  You,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  call  to  mind  the  position  in 
which  he  stood,  how  totally  unprepared  he  stood  to  my  questions, 
and  how  evident  it  must  appear  to  you  from  his  declaration  that 
he  is  at  heart  a  villain ;  positively  iiis  looks  sufficiently  prove  bin 
to  be  what  he  is — a  most  consummate  and  a  most  wretched  being. 
Advert  to  his  evidence ;  look  at  his  palpable  prevarication,  and 
say,  as  God  directs  your  consciences,  whether  or  not  his  testimony 
is  worthy  of  any  the  least  credit,  and  will  you  take  upon  jaat- 
selves  to  say  that  he  has  not  in  several  instances  been  goiltj  of 
perjury.  He  appears  to  be  of  that  description,  and  indeed  ha 
conduct  proves  him  to  be  a  being  who  for  the  luci-e  of  one  shilling 
wo'd  sacrifice  his  soul  was  it  at  his  command.  It  is  not  long  ago 
since  he  was  tried  for  robbing  Miller,  the  baker,  and  was  he  to 
disclose  to  you  the  robberies  he  has  committed  it  would  readiij 
convince  you  what  ho  is ;  but  I  conclude  him  too  trifling  €v 
notice. 

James  Lacey. — If  any  difference  appears  twixt  this  and  the 
wretch  above  mentioned,  it  is  thus — ^Lacey  has  sense  enoa^  to 
\)e  too  great  a  rogue  without  a  tutor,  and  JBaylis  is  not ;  heisonlf 
guided  by  others.  Lacey  is  too  notorious  a  character  to  eaeapa 
public  notice ;  he  was  sent  to  Norfolk  during  the  time  of  Govr. 
Phillip,  and  from  some  of  his  illicit  practices  there  the  Governor 
of  that  island  caused  him  to  be  extended  in  the  form  of  a  spnad 
eagle  against  some  post  or  railing,  with  an  iron  collar  ronnd  Ui 
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neck,  and  an  inscription  or  label  affixed  to  his  back,  enjoining  the      1799 
public  not  to  converse  with  or  have  any  communication  with     21  Feb. 
him ;  and  he  admits  his  standing  under  the  pillory  here,  but       ""^ 
denies  that  there  was  any  authority  for  being  there.     The  Provost- 
Marshall  can  prove  the  authority  he  had  to  cause  him  stand. 
This  witness  mentioned   my  having  an  account  current   with 
Wright.     How  false  !     But  it  is  the  hearsay  evidence  of  Lacey 
nrhich  can  have  no  effect ;  there  is  not  a  word  from  any  other 
witness  to  confirm  it,  with  him  being  a  most  dangerous  character, 
and  that  under  pain  of  corporal  punishment.     He  has  since  stood 
under  the  pillory  at  Sydney  whilst  three  men,  namely,  Luke  Under  the 
Korminton,  Wm.  Osborne,  and  John  Colly,  stood  in  the  pillory,  p'"*^*'^- 
exposed  to  public  view,  for  giving  false  evidence  on  the  trial  of 
Morrison,  to  which  they  say  were  bribed  by  Lacey.     He  received 
from  Morris  two  bills  to  pay  these  unfortunate  men,  but  he  did 
not  find  it  convenient  to  part  with  it,  and  how  far  his  or  their 
evidence  is  admissible  let  this  honorable  Court  determine.     It  is 
m  fact  not  to  be  denied  that  he  is  a  person  wholly  addicted 
to  gambling ;  that  he  thereby  gains  a  livelihood  with  the  few 
pitiful  pence  he  receives  from  the  gaol  prisoners  for  stating  their 
grievances. 

Richard  Broomfield. — This  is  a  person  who  was  under  my  direc-  A  detected 
iion  in  Govt,  employ,  and  who  I  detected  in  stealing  com  from  *  "*^'" 
€k)vt.  stock-yards,  and  upon  his  being  so  detected  he  struck  me 
repeatedly,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  intei-ference  of  Mr.  Lay- 
cock  and  Serjt. -major  Jamison,  he  would  have  deprived  me  of  my 
life  ;  he  has  since  declared  "  that  had  it  not  been  for  them  he 
wo'd  have  taken  care  that  Nicholls  never  she'd  detect  another 
stealing  com ;  that  revenge  was  sweet,  and  if  he  had  it  not  then, 
he  would  in  a  few  days."     And  since  my  confinement  L»icey  is  "PoiUhiHpr 
constantly  attending  him  in  gaol,  polishing  his  memory.  memorj-." 

William  Johnston. — This  exemplary  character,  the  hangman,  I 
need  not  say  much  about  him.  I  flatter  myself  it  is  the  first  hangman. 
instance  ever  known  of  the  common  executioner  being  admitted 
evidence,  ffe  humbly  apprehends  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  laws 
of  England ;  but  let  this  honorable  jury  give  their  determination. 
No  doubt  this  hero  will  exult  in  the  idea  of  my  falling  into  his 
hands.  Some  weeks  ago  Kable  and  myself  detected  two  men  steaiint? 
carrying  com  from  the  house  of  Johnston  to  the  house  of  Mra  ^"^* 
Mullett,  which  they  told  us  they  were  to  exchange  for  liquor.  The 
quantity  of  com  they  then  had  might  have  been  about  six  or  seven 
bushels,  which,  together  with  Johnston  and  the  two  other  men, 
were  taken  to  the  Judge- Advocate's  office,  who  ordered  the  com 
to  be  returned  to  Governm't  stock  and  one  of  the  men  to  be 
pnnished.  And  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  but  Johnston  would 
hftve  been  also  punished  could  any  other  person  be  found  to  exercise 
his  office. 


\ 
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1799  Joseph  Taylor,  a  paiater  and   glazier. — This   is   a   character 

21  Feb.     always  suspected  of  the  most  atrocious  crimes,  and  the  constables 
- —       have  frequent  occasion  to  search  his  house  for  stolen  propeHy. 
chanicter.     His  house  is  of  the  wo/st  fame.      Saml  Wright,  who  lately  died, 
as  also  this  Baylis,  frequently  lodged  at  his  house.     So  a  tree  is  to 
be  known  by  its  fruit.     Taylor  is  a  man  for  life,  and  no  doubt  will 
go  any  length  to  procure  friends  to  extricate  himself  from  thai 
A  question    dilemma.     Is  it  consistent  with  reason  that  I  would  entrust  this 
probabUity.  man  with  any  secrets  ?  that  I  would  disclose  my  mind  to  him  in 
the  street,  a  man  with  whom  I  had  no  intimacy  1     No  !     But  he 
is  come  forward  with  the  glaring  evidence  you  have  heard  to  excul- 
pate himself  and  his  associate  (Baylis) ;  but  no  doubt  the  arm  of 
justice  will  soon  overtake  them. 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  I  will  comment  but  little  on  the  evidence 
which  has  been  adduced  for  the  prosecution.  I  cannot  hesitate  to 
proB^Sion  ^^^^^  ^^^^  *  prosecution  so  pregnant  with  malice,  cruelty,  and 
oppression  never  was  set  on  foot.  The  most  minute  investigation 
has  taken  place,  yet  I  flatter  myself  all  the  shafts  of  envy,  aJl  the 
darts  of  malice,  cannot  stain  my  reputation,  which  has  remained 
for  years  totally  untarnished. 

Hunter's  I  have  called  on  his  Excellency  GovV  Hunter,  w^hose  testimony 

prisoner's  ^  IS  to  me  the  most  pleasing.  To  you  it  must  be  conclusive  and 
rectitude  satisfactory.  It  must  appear  to  you  as  a  bright  star  shining  and 
accompanying  truth  and  honor.  Can  you  for  a  moment  hesitate 
to  pronounce  me  an  innocent  victim  to  the  cruelty  and  oppression 
of  party  ra<je  1  But  let  domineering  cease.  His  Excellency  Gov'r 
Hunter  still  lives  to  crush  oppression  and  its  venomous  roots.  He 
is  the  fountain  of  mercy  and  spring  of  justice.  I  am  his  servant; 
yet  he  has  condescended  to  send  me  a  written  character  to  this 
Court  of  my  conduct  as  overseer. 

To  confirm  it,  I  afterwards  adduced  to  you  the  cliaracter  sent 
endorsed  by  by  George  Johnston,   Ksq.,    his   Excellency's     aidde-camp,  and 
isA.D.c.     others  under  them.     Yet,  of  what  am  I  accused,  and  where  is  my 
prosecutor?     Some  tobacco  has  been  stolen  from  a  Mrs.  Mullett 
She  found  the  greatest  part  of  it,  if  not  all,  and  how  many  have 
been  accused  of  the  theft  ?     Numbers.     Yet  there  was  no  circum- 
stance that  appeared  favorable  for  the  prosecution  against  thenu 
And  I,  who  never  saw  the  property,  umst  be  thrust  into  gaol,  and 
brought  to  a  Criminal  Court.  And  why]  Because  I  was  industrious, 
I  was  persevering,  and  I  was  fortunate ;  yet,  to  be  prosperous 
seems  not  to  be  fortunate.     It  has  brought  upon  me  unknown  and 
undiscovered  enemies  ;  it  has  robbed  me  of  my  peace  of  mind;  it 
has  brought  on  my  family  sorrow  and  distress — but  my  consolataon 
is  great.     My  conscience  cannot  i*eproach  me  with  having  acted 
Kon  eicium  wrong.     I  dread  not  the  scorn  and  the  derision  of  the  public    The 
ardor.  venomous  tongue  of  slander  cannot  rob  me  of  that  consolation  with 
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which  innocence  shields  me.     I  appeal  to  you,  gentlemen  of  the      17M 
jury,  to  represent  my  character,  and  to  weigh  it  within  yourselves.     21  FeK 
My  appeal  is  public ;  let  not  its  reply  be  private. 

But  observe,  gentlemen,  how  craftily  I  am  debarred  of  the 
evidence  of  Valentine  Wood.  He  was  my  servant,  and  for  that 
reason  must  be  included  in  the  prosecution. 

You  will  have  observed  in  the  course  of  this  trial  that  all  the  credibility 
evidence  ag*st  me  are  not  only  persons  of  the  worst  character  in  ®'  ^»<^n«6^»« 
colony,  but  people  who  have  supposed  themselves  injured  by  me — 
to  whom  they  say,  revenge  is  sweet — and  there  is  no  doubt  they 
wo'd  not  let  an  opportunity  pass  to  do  me  an  injury.     The  situa- 
tion that  I  held  under  Government  placed  me  above  doing  any 
mean  action  or  becoming  a  receiver,  to  risque  my  character,  and, 
perhaps,  my  life,  on  such  an  occasion,  cannot  admit  of  a  thought. 
As  for  Broomfield  and  Lacey's  hearsay  evidence  it  is  hardly  worth  Hearsay 
troubling  the  Court  about,  unless  it  is  to  impress  upon  the  minds  ®^^^*"^®- 
of  the  jury  that  they  come  forward  maliciously,  and  with  an  intent 
to  convict  me  of  a  crime  I  never  committed. 

Let  us  next  attend  to  the  evidence  of  Mrs.  Mullett.  She  swears 
most  positively  that  all  the  Brazil  tobacco  is  hers  ;  but,  if  two  or  Tiioque&tion 
more  rolls  were  added  to  her  number,  is  it  possible  that  she  could  ownership. 
swear  to  which  was  hers.  Could  she  distinguish  her  own  from  the 
others  ?  No,  it  is  impossible.  The  evidence  of  Wood  would  have 
been  quite  sufficient  to  overthrow  all,  had  he  not  been  included 
in  the  prosecution  as  an  accomplice.  I  trust  his  character  is  what 
he  has  always  been  since  in  my  service.  His  honesty  is  great,  and 
if  it  was  necessary  he  might  have  a  number  to  establish  his  charac- 
ter, and  men  of  respectability. 

Consider,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  how  this  prosecution  com- 
menced.    A  warrant  was  granted  against  my  wife,  who  lay  on  a  Warrant 
sick-bed,  and  would  have  been  actually  committed,  and  my  property  jiS.Nichol8. 
exposed  to  the  rapacity  of  every  villain  in  the  colony,  had  not  the 
surgeon  upon  oath  declared  her  unable  to  move  out  of  bed. 

Gentlemen,  when  you  consider  that  it  was  but  the  other  day  that 
Lacey  was  guilty  of  subornation  of  perjury,  it  can  be  but  of  little  Value  of 
consequence  what  he  says.  Sometime  ago  I  had  Capt'n  Johnston's  evidence. 
orders  to  send  this  man  to  work.  I  often  called  upon  him  for  that 
purpose,  but  never  could  get  him  to  attend.  At  last  I  threatened 
to  put  him  in  the  iron  hutt  if  he  did  not  attend.  For  that  he 
causes  him  to  come  forward.  And  a  man  who  is  guilty  of  hiring 
others  to  perjure  themselves  will  not  be  nice  in  doing  it  himself. 

Baylis  says  he  wheeled  a  basket  of  tobacco  to  my  house,  that  I 
received  it  from  him,  and  ordered  it  in  a  back  room.    Remember, 
gentlemen,  the  character  of  this  man  ;  he  was  tried  the  other  day  Value  of 
for  housebreaking  ;  he  confesses  himself  a  notorious  thief  by  being  ^jence. 
concerned  with  Wright  in  this  business.    When  he  was  first  taken 
up  he  denied  knowing  anything,  but  when  thi*eatened  with  heavy 
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ITiO  irr^ns,  and  to  be  stapled  down  to  the  floor,  he  ihnm^jbA  to  bsmtA 
n  IVK  ^i^  story  wo'd  save  him  ;  and  it  is  evident  lie  wonld  not  be  wen- 
pulous  of  perjury;  it  is  evident  he  has  already  done  ao.  To>, 
honorable  gentlemen  of  this  Conrt,  will  give  hu  trwtiiwij  wlnt 
crrdit  you  think  it  deserves,  and  that  in  my  opinion  is  none ;  Int 
UncMMre'*  Lancashire  proves*  that  at  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  he  was  at  mj 
house  marking  some  bags,  and  heard  my  man  call  me  and  teU  me 
^*  that  about  5  oVlock  that  morning  two  men  called  and  desiiedto 
leave  a  bag  for  the  passage  boat;  that  he  told  th«n  to  ctnyit 
to  the  next  door,  Mr.  Miller's,  who  kept  a  war^ooae  for  sadi 
purposes :  that  he  had  since  heard  Mrs.  Mullett  was  robbnl  of 
some  tolmoco,  and  it  struck  him  the  bag  tlieae  men  wanted  to 
leax-e  ci>ntained  some  of  if  On  my  asking  him  the  appeaimnce  of 
the  men,  and  where  they  went,  he  told  me  that  one  of  thtm  with 
.n  bhie  jacket  took  the  bag  upon  his  shoulder  and  went  towards 
Mr.  Rilmain's.  Lancashire  also  proves  that  I  sent  him  for  Kabie, 
to  atN^uaint  him  of  this  circumstwice.  Kable  proves  that  he  wm 
sont  for  bv  Nioholls  about  7  or  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  tohi 
him  the  whole  business. 

titMUlemen,  it  is  not  my  wish  to  give  you  trouble.  My  «»- 
M'ieiuv  tolls  me  that  I  am  accused  most  unjustly,  most  wantonlj, 
«^i)(]  nu>st  oruolly.  You  are  judges  of  the  law  and  the  fsict ;  sad 
>*  hori*  is  the  evidence  to  bring  home  guilt  to  me  ?  No,  gentlemen, 
1  i>An  ,^p}HvU  to  the  all-seeing  God  to  testify  my  innocence,  and  the 
i>vtitu»io  of  my  i\»«duot  commands  me  to  say  that  I  am  brought  to 
t  !n>  IV^r  ohanjtxl  with  a  crime  I  never  committed. 

\  A\w  i\m\iiini\\  at  this  Bar  charged  with  four  .several  indict- 
n^euts^  jiiui  what  are  they  ?  You  have  seen  them  ;  you  have  read 
tbouv  1  liid  not  conceive  it  necessary  to  enter  into  any  defence 
.-^N  to  thi>v  of  tho^e  indictments ;  and  as  to  the  fourth,  the  prooC 
.u)«)u«>\)  on  my  i^art  mnnot  but  be  satisfactory,  and  end  in  mj 

t%cnilciwen,  1  ho|*  this  day  will  crown  my  wishes.  I  have 
.anxiously  Kv>k«Nl  forward  for  it^  for  an  investigation  of  my  oon- 
tbwi  sin^v  1  have  l^een  in  the  colony.  Who  has  come  forward  to 
oK^r^iSV'  n>c  >x  ith  any  other  crime — nay,  with  another  fault  f  Ncmm. 
M>  inn^wiuv  swy^nHni  to  brighten  as  the  difierent  witnesses  gave 
ihctr  t<*^iiuHM\v  aj|«ainst  me.  You,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  have  too 
much  |y'netraii\w  not  to  discover  the  origin  of  t^iis  maUcioos 
p)>\ACinititMi.  To  your  determination  the  whole  is  left.  And,  gen* 
f  IfMncn,  )c<  me  assure  von  that  this  determination,  whether  in  mr 
i%^>)iutt4il  «Mr  \\>iHieiiinalion«  cannot  dismay  me.  Grod,  bc^re  wlma 
all  uuu&f  Api^sur^  know$  my  moel  secret  thoughts.  He  knows  I 
am  iuutwnt^  ami  was  I  led  fmm  the  Bar  to  the  scaffold  I  wonU 
^^  \x  iih  the  ;jtauH»  sen^uity  of  mind.  To  you,  gentlemen  ol  i^ 
jur\\  umler  the  dire^i«m  of  God,  whose  oath  is  binding  on  yo«r 
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consciences,  I  commit  myself.      Your  verdict,  I  doubt  not,  will      ITM 
acquit  me  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  world.  si  peb. 

The  prisoner  requested  that  the  basket  of  tobacco  might  be  identifviujBr 
identified.  ^^^ 

Mary  Mullett^  the  prosecutrix,  being  called  by  the  prisoner,  and 
duly  sworUy  was  asked  the  following  : — 

Q, — Can  you  distinguish  one  roll  of  tobacco  ] 

A* — ^No  farther  than  informed  by  the  constables  and  others  who 
recovered  the  stolen  tobacco  generally. 

(Six  baskettfi  produced.) 

Q. — ^Was  there  no  other  Brazil  tobacco  but  yours  ? 

A. — I  have  sworn  to  the  several  basketts  now  produced. 

John  William  Lancashire*  sworn  : —  evidence. 

Q. — Do  you  recollect  being  in  my  house  the  morning  it  was 
reported  Mrs.  Mullett  had  been  robbed  ? 

A, — I  do. 

Q. — Do  you  recoUect  any  particular  information  I  rec'd  that 
mom'g? 

A, — I  went  to  Nicholls's  house  on  the  /Sunday  mom'g,  when  his 
servant  came  up  about  6  or  7  o'clock  and  told  prisoner  that  there  J**®  ^Snf^^ 
were  two  men  who  came  to  the  house  early  that  morning,  one  of  Nichols's 
them  in  a  blue  jacket,  and  wanted  to  leave  a  bag  with  something  ^®^'*- 
'  in  it.  The  servant  (Wood)  made  answer  that  nothing  must  be  left 
there,  but  if  they  wo'd  take  it  to  Miller's,  which  was  a  warehouse, 
he  durst  say  they  might  leave  it,  and  that  the  man  in  the  blue 
jacket  took  the  bag  and  went  out  of  the  gate  toward  the  hospital, 
and  the  other  man  went  out  at  the  other  gate,  and  that  he  (the 
serv't)  had  just  heard  that  Mrs.  Mullett  had  been  robbed  of  some 
tobacco  that  night,  and  owing  to  the  confusion  the  two  men  were 
in  he  (the  serv't)  had  every  reason  to  believe  that  that  was  some 
of  the  property,  immediately  on  which  said  relation  the  prisoner 
desired  the  witness  to  go  for  Elable,  who  went  with  said  message 
accordingly.  The  pext  day  he  heard  that  Kable  had  found  some 
of  the  tobacco. 

Q. — At  that  time  had  you  done  marking  the  bags  you  were 
employed  about  for  me  at  the  time  you  went  up  for  Kable  ? 

A. — I  had  finished  the  whole  of  the  bags,  and  had  no  more 
business  at  prisoner's  house  that  day. 

*  LaoGMhire  was  charged  with  committing  forgery,  (onnd  guilty  and  sentenced  to  death.— 

S«  hto  petition,  post,  p.  017.)  Hunter,  however,  reprieved  nfm  pending  the  pleasure  of  the 
Dg ;  and  on  the  18th  June,  1802,  Governor  King  granted  him  a  conditional  emancipation. 
In  the  Sifdney  Oatette  of  28rd  March,  1806,  an  advertisement  appears  inviting  intending  pur< 
cdiasen  of  Uuid  at  the  Brlckilelds  to  communicate  with  *'  J.  W.  Lancashire." 
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1799  Hugh  McDonald  duly  sworn  : — 

21  Feb.  (^, — Was  Wright,  the  deceased,  confined  in  ye  same  room  with 

Tesiiiiioiiy    you  in  the  gaol  ? 

prisoner.  A, — Yes ;  after  the  gaol  was  burnt  down,  and  he  had  liberty  to 

be  in  his  own  room  after  he  was  under  sentence  of  death. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  know  Broomfield  in  the  habit  of  reading  to  him? 
A. — Never, 
intcrcoui^e        Q. — Was  it  possible  Broomfield  could  have  read  to  Wright  with- 
BroonXid    <>"^  youi"  knowledge  ? 

and  A\ light.      ^^ — -^^^  j^^  could  not,  unless  on  the  morning  of  his  execution, 
when  I  was  absent  some  time  from  my  room. 

Q, — Have  you  ever  observed  Broomfield  and  Lacey  in  conversa- 
tion together  during  the  prisoner's  confinement  ? 

xi. — Yes,  and  before  his  commitment. 

(}. — Do  you  recollect  Wright's  ordering  the  room  to  be  cleared 
on  the  morning  of  the  execution,  to  speak  privately  to  his  brotheil 

A, — I  do ;  early  in  the  morning,  and  the  room  was  cleared 
accordingly. 

Q. — W^as  Wright  and  Broomfield  in  conversation  together  the 
day  before  Wright's  execution  % 

A. — I  cannot  recollect  particularly  ;  to  the  best  of  my  know- 
ledge they  were  not. 

Cross-  Q,  hy  the  Court. — Do  you  take  upon  yourself  to  swear  that 

the  Court.  ^  Broomfield  never  did  read  to  W^right  during  the  time  Wright  was 
imprisoned  with  him  ? 

A, — He  did  not,  unless  on  the  morn'g  he  was  executed. 

Q. — Did  you  never  leave  Wright  in  the  ix)om  while  in  confine- 
ment, and  for  what  length  of  time  might  you  be  absent  from  Wrightl 

A. — Yes  ;  I  did  leave  the  room  occasionally  for  ten  minutes  or  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  at  a  time. 

Q. — Did  you  not  frequently  converse  and  walk  in  the  gad 
yard  with  Turner,  a  prisoner,  and  during  such  converse  did  you 
always  particularly  observe  that  Broomfield  was  not  in  company 
with  Wriglit  ? 

A, — Yes,  I  was  in  the  habit  of  being  in  the  yard  with  Turner; 
thinks  he  might  have  been  in  the  room,  but  believes  he  did  not 
read  to  him. 

Q, — Will  you  swear  that  you  have  not,  directly  or  indirectly, 
had  any  conversation  with  any  person  whatever  about  some  seed 
wheat  ? 

A, — No  ;  I  never  had  with  any  person  but  Mr.  Stogdell. 
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Samuel  Sparkes  sworn  : —  1799 

Q,  hy  the  prisoner, — ^Was  you  ever  in  the  habit  of  reading  to     21  Feb. 
Wright,  the  deceased,  in  gaol  1  Evidcnw)  of 

vl.— Yes,  frequently.  f^\^ 

Q. — Did  you  ever  know  of  Broonifield's  reading  to  Wiight  during 
his  confinement? 

A, — Never  while  he  was  in  the  room  with  Wright,  with  whom 
he  was  a  prisoner. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  during  imprisonment  with  Wright  hear  Wright 
name  the  prisoner? 

A. — No,  never. 

Q. — Could  Broomfield  have  read  to  Wright  without  your  know- 
ledge? 

A — At  times  I  was  out  of  the  room,  and  ho  might  have  done  it. 

Q. — Did  you  observe  Lacey  and  Broomfield  lately  in  conversation  intercourse 
in  the  gaol  together?  ^^. 

A. — Yes  ;  frequently  seen  them  talking  together. 

Q, — Have  you  particularly  observed  that  Lacey  supplied  Broom- 
field with  necessaries  in  the  gaol  ? 

A. — Yes ;  I  have  frequently  seen  Lacey  bring  down  tea,  and 
so  forth,  to  Broomfield. 

At  3  o^chck  tlie  Court  adjourned  until  to-morroio  morning, 

10  o^ clock, 

Friday  morning,  loth  March,  1799,  at  10.     The  Court  met 
pursuant  to  adjournment. 

James  Fealon,  one  of  the  constables  of  Sydney,  sworn  : —        a  cali- 
fs.— Was  you  in  conversation  with  Broomfield  the  day  previous  evidence. 

to  the  prisoners  being  committed  ? 
A. — He  was. 
Q, — Relate  the  conversation  that  then  passed  respecting  the 

prisoner  ? 

A, — Broomfield  told  the  witness  that  nothing  was  so  sweet  as  a  throat. 

revenge,  and  he  hoped  to  have  it  soon  ;  and  had  it  not  been  for 

the  ser'jt-major  he  sho'd  not  detect  another  person. 

Q,   by  the   Court. — Did  you   at   that   time   understand   these 

expressions  of  Broom  field's  applied  to  the  pris'r  ? 
A. — Yes,  I  did. 

Q, — What  reason  had  you  for  so  thinking  ? 
A, — Because  I  knew  there  was  a  falling-out  between  Broomfield 

and  the  prisoner  some  time  before. 

Thos.  CoUey  sworn  :—  Evidence  of 

Q, — Did  you  ever  hear  Broomfield  say  he  wo'd  seek  revenge  coSey. 
upon  me  if  he  waited  seven  years  to  come  ? 
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1799  ran  there  and  would  not  come  oat,  and,  its  being  dark,  deponent 
SI  Feb.  stooped  to  see  if  he  could  perceive  any  persons,  when  ho  saw  a  man, 
and  enquired  who  it  was,  three  times,  when  the  person  made  no 
reply,  on  which  dep't  observed — "  Be  who  it  will,  if  you  offer  to  stir 
I  will  knock  you  down  with  a  stone";  and  deponent  then  went  and 
Therobbeiy.  looked  in  his  face  and  said — "Is  not  that  Rich'd  Baylissf  who 
answered — "  It  was  ;  Mich.,  hold  yV  tongue."  Bayliss  then  went 
into  an  empty  house,  and  the  deceased  Wright  was  in  the  empty 
^  house  and  came  out  to  him.  Wright  then  said  to  Bayliss — "  Stand 
no  nonsense,  but  put  the  bag  on  the  barrow";  on  doing  of  which 
the  contents  of  the  bag  made  a  creaking  noise.  Dep't  then  said  to 
Bayliss — "  For  your  being  so  stubborn  and  jolly  you  shall  not 
wheel  it  away  without  my  first  seeing  what  is  in  it";  and  dep't 
then  opened  the  bag  and  found  it  contained  a  roll  of  tobacco  in  a 
basket,  and  he  (deponent)  broke  about  two  inches  of  tobacco  from 
the  roll.  He  (deponent)  then  went  into  his  house  for  his  hatt, 
and  came  out  again  and  overtook  Bayliss  with  the  barrow  and  the 
bag  of  tobacco,  and  followed  him  till  he  saw  him  go  over  the 
bridge  near  the  tanks,  and  dep't  then  turned  up  Pitt's  Row,  and 
saw  no  more  of  Bayliss ;  and  then  went  up  Pitt's  Row,  where  he 
met  with  Bloodsworth,  who  was  going  to  the  burial-ground,  and 
they  walked  on  together  till  they  came  near  the  burial-ground, 
when  the  dep't  informed  him  the  whole  of  what  he  has  before 
related,  and  the  same  day  Kable  sent  for  dep't,  when  he  informed 
him  (Kabie)  the  whole  of  this  business. 

Q,  by  the  Court. — Did  you  enquire  of  Bayliss  where  he  was 
going  with  the  tobacco  ? 
A. — He  did  not. 

Q. — Did  you  see  Wright  any  more  ? 
A. — He  saw  him  following  Bayliss 

Q, — Did  you  ever  inform  any  other  peraon  of  this  circumstance 
either  before  or  at  the  tryal  of  Isaac  Nicholls,  except  Bloodsworth 
and  Kable  ? 

A, — He  kept  it  no  secret,  and  mentioned  it  before  the  whole  of 
the  plaisterers'  gang. 

The  Court  dissolved  this  3rd  day  of  April,  1799. 

Samuel  Marsden,  J.  P. 
Thos.  Laycock. 
Geo.  Bass. 
Jas.  Thompson. 
James  Williamson. 

[Enclosure  No.  6.] 

Isaac  Nichols  to  The  Court  op  Inquiry. 

Gentlemen,  Sydney,  2nd  April,  1799. 

PerBccution  It  is  verrv  hard  to  think  people  are  still  so  much  inbitterecl 

Of  Nichols.     _..  j"'.  *^*^.i  j?xi-- 

against  me,  and  usemg  every  means  to  do  me  a  further  injury. 


The  inauir}' 
ooncluaed. 
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Q, — Did  he  tell  you  where  he  intended  to  convey  the  tobacco  to,  1799 
had  l^ey  not  seen  the  supposed  constables,  or  did  you  never  ask  21  Feb 
him? 

A. — No,  he  did  not.     He  never  asked  him,  nor  did  he  enquire. 

Q. — Did  he  tell  you  how  long  the  tobacco  remained  in  Nicholls's 
yard,  and  if  he  saw  the  prisoner  or  any  person  there  at  the  time  ] 

A. — No,  he  did  not  (in  answer  to  both  questions). 

Q. — How  came  your  bro'r  to  mention  to  you  that  Nicholls  did 
not  owe  him  any  money  ? 

A, — They  were  conversing  i*especting  the  will  the  deceased  was 
about  to  make,  and  witness  asked  him  if  Nicholls  owed  him  any- 
thing ;  that  Nicholls  did  not  owe  him  an  halfpenny,  nor  had  he 
any  property  from  him  (the  deceased)  since  he  had  been  in  the 
country. 

Q. — Do  you  know  Thomas  Smith,  an  evidence  for  the  prosecu-  Thomas 
tion,  serv^t  to  Capt.  Mc Arthur  ?  ®""^ 

A. — ^Yes,  he  does. 

Q. — Had  you  ever  any  conversation  with  said  Smith  respecting 
the  prisoner,  and  what  was  such  convei*sation  ]  Relate  it  to  the 
Court? 

A, — The  day  before  his  brother  suffered  he  was  in  conversation 
with  said  Smith,  at  Sydney,  who  desired  the  witness  to  advise  his 
bro'r  to  bring  Nicholls  to  justice  alK)ut  the  tobacco,  who  replied 
his  brother  had  not  told  him  anything  about  it. 

Q, — Relate  to  the  Court  how  the  four  debts  alluded  to  as  due  to 
your  brother  were  and  for  what  contracted  ? 

A, — Will'm  Harding,  £3  ;  knows  not  what  for.  James  Harris, 
£1  5s. ;  shirt  and  trowsers.  Thos.  Acres,  £1  10s. ;  3  bushells 
wheat.     Jo&  Taylor,  £1  6s. ;  balance  due  for  6  lb.  Brazil  tobacco. 

James  Underwood  sworn  : —  Evidence  of 

Junes 

Q,  by  prisoner, — Did  Jos.  Taylor  glaze  any  windows  for  you  Undenvooti. 
lately  ? 

A. — Yes. 

Q. — ^Did  you,  from  the  various  reports  that  were  in  circulation 
about,  me,  knowing  the  intimacy  between  Baylis  and  Taylor,  think 
that  Taylor  could  tell  you  something  about  them  ? 

A. — Yes ;  he  thought  he  might  tell  him  something  about  it. 

Q. — Did  not  Taylor  observe  at  the  same  time  that  if  Baylis 
knew  anything  about  it  he  wo^d  have  made  him  (Taylor) 
aoqnainted  with  it  ? 

A, — Taylor  did  tell  the  witness  that  Baylis  had  lived  with  him,  Hearsay 
but  was  gone  into  ye  country,  and  that  Baylis  was  so  soft  and  ®^'»<*«"<*- 
«uy  a  fellow  that  if  he  had  known  anything  about  the  tobacco  he 
would  have  told  him  of  it,  and  the  witness  replying  to  Taylor  that 
ha  auppoeed  there  was  nothing  in  it,  Taylor  answered  "  No,"  and 
that  Baylis  never  did  tell  him. 
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1799  Q,  by  tJie  Court. — Had   you   any   conversation    with   Taylor 

21  Feb      respecting  an  advertisement  of  a  reward  held  out  by  the  priBoner 
for  the  discovery  of  the  person  who  had  defamed  his  character  t 
A. — Not  at  that  time. 

Q. — Had  you  at  any  other  time  conversation  with  Taylor  respect- 
ing the  advertisement  before  alluded  to  ? 

A. — Yes  ;  before  that  time  of  his  coming  to  finish  his  windows, 
and  he  believes  about  three  weeks  ago  last  Tuesday. 


Evidence 
Rev.  R. 
Johnson. 


Rev,  Richard  Johnson  sworn  : — 

Q.  — Do  you  recollect  attending  Saml.  Wright  during  his  sen- 
tence in  the  gaol,  and  on  the  day  of  his  execution  ? 

A, — Certainly;  from  his  condemnation  to  the  day  of  his  execu- 
tion, and  twice  on  the  momg.  he  was  executed. 

Q. — During  these  visits,  did  the  said  Wright  make  any  confes- 
sion to  you  ? 

A, — Respecting  his  own  guilt,  but  no  other  person's. 

Q. — Did  you,  on  the  day  of  his  execution,  ask  him  if  Le  had 
anything  to  say  to  you  in  particular  ? 

A, — Yes,  several  times,  and  on  the  morning  of  his  execution ; 
but  he  confessed  nothing  particular. 

Q. — During  the  time  you  visited  Wright,  as  the  clerg)'man,  did 
he  ever  mention  the  prisoner's  name  to  you  ? 

A. — Never  that  he  recollects. 


Evidence  of 

Charles 

Gardner. 


Cross-exam 
ined  bj'  the 
Court. 


Charles  Gardner,  overseer,  sworn  : — 

Q, — How  long  have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  coming  to  my 
house,  as  an  overseer  under  me  ? 

A. — About  two  years  and  an  half. 

Q. — Did  you  at  any  of  those  times  ever  see  people  of  bad 
fame  at  my  house,  namely,  Wright,  Baylis,  or  any  other  of  their 
description  ? 

A. — Never  to  his  knowledge. 

Q. — Have  you  ever  seen  or  known  a  dishonest  act  by  me  in 
that  time  ? 

A. — Nothing  of  the  kind  that  ever  he  co'd  discern. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  observe  any  riots,  drunkenness,  gambling,  or 
any  other  disorders  in  my  house  ? 

A — Never  ;  nothing  of  the  kind. 

Q,  by  tlie  Court. — Have  you  not  been  in  the  habit  of  visiting 
the  prisoner  since  he  has  been  in  confinem't  I 

A. — I  have,  several  times. 

Q. — How  long  have  you  ever  been  with  him  in  gaol  at  any  one 
time? 

A. — About  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  or  twenty  minutes,  when  I  have 
been  to  take  him  his  victuals,  at  one  time. 
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Q, — Who   have   you   generally  found    in    company    with   the       1799 
prisoner  on  these  your  visits  ]  21  Feb. 

A, — McDonald  and  his  woman,  and  Wood,  the  prisoner's 
servant,  were  in  company  together  generally. 

Q, — Have  you  not  seen  Kable  or  Lancashire  frequently  witli 
the  prisoner  in  conversation  at  the  gaol  ] 

A» — He  has  seen  Kable  in  the  room  with  the  prisoner,  but  does 
not  recollect  seeing  Lancashire  with  him. 

Q. — Have  you    not   seen   Kable   and   the    prisoner   drinking  The  pri»- 
together  in  the  gaol  since  the  prisoner's  confinement  ?  tore  while  in 

A. — Yes ;  he  has  seen  them  drinking  together.  Kaoi. 

Q. — Was  Kable  sitting  or  standing  at  such  time,  and  what 
other  persons  were  present  ? 

A, — He  was  sitting  generally,  and  the  persons  he  has  before 
named  present. 

Q. — If  in  the  habits  of  his  calling  at  NichoUs's  house  had  such 
people  as  Baylis,  Wright,  *fec.,  frequented  it,  could  they  have  been 
there  without  his  seeing  them  ? 

A, — Not  when  he  has  called  there,  as  he  had  access  to  everv 
part  of  the  house,  and  must  have  seen  them  had  such  people  been 
there  at  such  times  of  his  call  for  orders. 

Q. — Have  you  not  during  the  two  years  and  half  acquaintance 
with  Nicholls  been  repeatedly  absent  and  at  the  Hawkesbury  ] 

A. — Twice. 

Q, — State  the  particular  time  you  was  last  there  1 

A, — It  was  the  27th  day  of  December  last,  and  he  returned  to 
Sydney  on  the  16th  February  last. 

William  Miller  sworn  : —  Evidence  of 

William 

Q,  hy  tlie  prisoner. — During  the  time  I  have  been  a  neighbour  Miller. 
of  yours  have  you  ever  known  me  keep  a  disorderly  house  1 

J.— No. 

Q, — Did  you  ever  see  Saml.  Wright,  lately  executed,  or  any  of 
his  associates  at  my  house  ? 

A. — No,  he  never  did. 

Q, — Did  any  servant  of  yours  ever  report  to  you  that  bad 
characters  frequented  my  house  ? 

A, — Never. 

Q. — During  the  time  of  being  a  neighbour  with  you,  did  you 
ever  know  a  dishonest  act  by  me  ? 

A. — No ;  a  very  good  neighbour. 

Q.  hy  the  Court. — From  living  so  close  to  the  prisoner,  had  he  Cross-cxam. 
been  in  the  habit  of  harboring  bad  people  should  you  not  have  court!"^  *^^ 
known  it? 

A. — He  might  have  done  so,  but  he  never  has  seen  it. 

Q. — Are  you  in  the  habits  of  going  frequently  in  and  out  to  the 
prisoners'  yard,  house,  «fec.  ? 
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1700  A, — He  generally  sends  his  servant  for  anythii^g  he  may  want 

21  Feb.     t*iere. 
^,  ,^ —   ,  Daniel  Oubitt  sworn : — 

Lvidenoe  of 

Oubitt  ^' — ^ui^"^  ^^6  ^iii^o  ^^^  I  hai,ye  been  a  n^gfabonr  id  yoon,  did 

you  ever  know  that  I  kept  a  bad  or  disorderly  house  f 

A. — No,  never  did. 

Q. — Have  you  not  frequently  been  at  my  house  during  the  time 
we  have  been  neighbours  ? 

A. — Yes,  often. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  see  the  deceased,  Wri^t,  or  any  of  his 
associates  at  my  house  ? 

A, — No,  never  did. 

Q, — During  the  time  you  have  known  me,  did  yoa  ever  kaov 
any  dishonest  act  by  me  whatever? 

A, — No,  not  to  his  knowledge. 
Cro69-cxani-       Q,  by  the  (hurt, — Can  you  take  upon  yourself  to  say  that  no 
court^  ^^  person  or  persons  of  bad  character  did  frequent  the  house  of  tbe 
prisoner  ? 

A, — I  cannot  say. 

Evidence  of  Thomas  Moore  sworn : — 

Moore  Q,  by  the  prisoner. — Have  you  not  known  me  for  a  long  time? 

A» — I  have. 

Q. — Will  you  please  to  ascertain  my  character  to  the  Court  as 
your  neighbour? 

A. — I  have  always  found  the  prisoner  in  all  dealings  I  have  had 
with  him  punctual. 

Q. — Did  you  ever  know  any  dishonest  act  by  me  ? 

J. — No,  never  did. 

Q.  by  the  Court. — Had  the  prisoner  kept  a  disorderly  hosae^ 
must  you  not  have  known  it,  by  being  so  near  a  nei^bonr  to  hia? 

A. — I  think  I  might ;  but  I  never  saw  it. 

Evidence  of  Thomas  Smyth,  the  Frovost-Marshall,  sworn : — 

Smyth.  Deposeth  that  he  never  had  any  objection  to  the  prisoaer's 

character  in  general  until  this  affiur ;  always  thought  him  a  sober, 
honest  roan. 

Here  the  prisoner  closed  his  defence. 

The  Judge-Advocate  read  two  letters — one  from  Governor 
Hunter;  the  other  from  Capt.  Johnston,  his  Excellency's  aid-de- 
camp, of  which  the  following  are  copies,  viz.  : — 

Gov't  House,  Sydney, 
Sii-,  13th  March,  1799. 

Nichols  asica  Having  this  morning  received  a  letter  from  Isaac  Nicholhy 

Sr  fr^™*^  ^^^  ^^  *^®  prisoners  now  before  the  Co't,  in  which  he  reqaerti 
Hunter.       that  I  will  lay  before  its  members,  in  writing,  my  testimony  of  hif 
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general  conduct  as  an  overseer,  under  such  authority  as  I  had      1700 
thought  proper  to  place  him.     In  justice,  therefore,  to  the  man,  I     21  Feb. 
have  to  declare  to  the  Co't  that  during  the  whole  time  he  has 
officiated  as  the  principal  overseer  of  the  town  gangs,  and  such 
works  as  they  were  occasionally  employed  upon,  he  performed  his 
duty  with  unremitted  assiduity.     His  sobriety,  diligence,  and  con- 
stant attention  to  such  orders  as  he  has  from  time  to  time  received 
from  Capt.  Johnston  by  my  direction  was  such  as  to  give  me  the 
most  perfect  satisfaction  ;  and  as  I  have  had  frequent  occasion  to  Hunter's 
send  for  him  both  early  and  late,  and  to  give  him  directions  my-  oi'Sm!*^**" 
self,  I  can,  with  truth  and  justice,  assure  the  Court  that  I  never 
fonnd  the  duties  of  his  station  so  well  executed  since  I  have  been 
in  the  country.     He  has  frequently  saved  me  much  trouble  by  his 
diligence;  and  with  respect  to  his  honesty,  I  have  never  entertained 
the  most  distant  suspicion  of  it. 

Should  the  Court  require  my  personal  testimony  as  a  stronger 
proof  of  the  good  opinion  I  have  hitherto  held  of  the  above  man,  I 
will  most  readily  appear  before  it  for  that  purpose. 

I  am,  &c.y 

Jno.  Hunter 

Dear  Sir,  Tuesday  morning. 

I  was  informed  yesterday  by  the  Provost-Marshall  that  Eodoreed 
Isaac  Nicholls  meant  to  call  upon  me  for  a  character.    I  have  only  jJh^JJSJlJ^ 
to  say  that  for  near  two  years  and  a  half  that  he  was  under  my 
direction  he  always  behaved  with  the  utmost  honesty,  attention, 
and  sobriety.  I  am,  tSrc, 

Geo.  Johnston. 

P.S. — If  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  give  the  above  evidence  on 
oath,  I  will  thank  you  to  let  me  know  as  soon  as  possible. 

Sentence  of  ike  Court, 

Guilty. — Sentenced  to  fourteen  years'  transportation  to  Norfolk  J^ioseu- 
Island,  and  to  work  for  Government  in  the  common  gaol-gang 
until  the  time  of  his  embarkation. 

[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

GovEUNOR  Hunter  to  Judge-Advocate  Dore. 

Sir,  3Ki  April,  1799. 

I  have  to  desire  you  will  acquaint  me  whether  you  recollect  Thesentenoe 
my  having  informed  you  in  Government  House  that  I  suspended  suapended. 
the  immediate  execution  of  the  sentence  pass'd  by  the  Court  of 
Criminal  Judicature  upon  the  prisoner  Isaac  Nicholls  untill  farther 
order.  I  am,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunteb. 

VOL.  Ill — 2  Q 
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17W      injured  youth,  olaimiiig  you,  my  friend,  in  interasting  yourself 
21  Fbb.     with  his  Excellency  in  my  behalf,  beging  him  to  spare  my  life,  is 
the  prayer  of  your  respectfully  ob't  and  very  h'ble  se't,  the  much* 
injured  pennitent,  Johh  Will'm  Lancashibb. 


Duties  of 
membenof 
the  Court 


[Enoloaare  No.  10.1 

Gaptain  Waterhouse  to  Governor  Hunter. 

His  Majesty's  ship  Belianoe,  22nd  May,  1799. 

J  HAD  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Excellency's  letter,  dated  the 

The  iniiitMy  15th  of  April,  mentioning  that  the  three  officers*  of  the  New  South 

tnnemit      Wales  Coq)s,  together  with  the  Judge-Advocate  (who  were  mem- 

mente!^^'   bers  of  a  Criminal  Crourt  of  which  I  was  a  member),  requesting 

you  would  transmit  with  your  dispatches  such  observations  as 

they  had  made  on  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nioholls,  and  desiring  to 

know  if  the  Judge-Advocate  had  informed  me  of  your  desire  to 

have  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  that  Court,  and  the  votes  of  tlie 

different  members. 

In  answer  to  which,  I  have  never  heard  from  the  Judge- 
Advocate,  either  verbally  or  in  writing,  of  your  wish  to  have  the 
copy  of  the  minutes  or  the  votes  of  the  different  members. 

And  I  most  certainly  conceived  that  when  that  Court  was 
disolv'd  I  had  complied  with  the  oath,  done  the  duty  required  of 
me,  and  had  nothing  farther  whatever  to  do  with  the  prisoner, 
except  any  circumstances  should  come  out  favourable  to  the 
prisoner  afterwards  (and  not  generally  known  to  the  Court  at  the 
time  the  prisoner  was  tried).  In  that  case  the  duties  of  humanity, 
tho'  not  of  right,  would  prompt  me  to  represent  it  to  your  Excel- 
lency, with  the  hope  that  its  being  &ivorable  to  the  prisoner  would 
induce  your  Excellency  to  exert  the  power  delegated  to  you  of 
extending  your  mercy  to  the  prisoner. 

Altho'  I  never  should  have  thought  of  giving  any  reasons  or 
making  observations  on  the  evidences  in  support  of  the  verdict  I 
had  given  (having  taken  an  oath  to  decide  by  the  evidences  bro't 
before  me  according  to  the  best  of  my  judgment),  yet,  in  con- 
sequence of  your  Excellency's  information  (and  for  which  I  beg 
leave  to  return  your  Excellency  my  thanks),  I  must  request  you 
will  transmit  with  your  dispatches  such  observations  as  I  have 
made  on  the  trial  of  Isaac  NichoUs,  and  which  I  shall  have  the 
honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency. 

I  remain,  &c., 

H.  Waterhouse. 


Captain 
Water- 
house's 
views. 


•Hunter  tonmded  the  etatement  of  the  three  offloen  refemd  to,  tIb., 
^■rtkoiiM-  and  Lucas  and  Eosiini  Barley,  to  the  Duke  o(  PorUand,  with  hi*  letter  of  the  SOth 
April,  1799,  post,  p.  658.  Judge- Advocate  Dore  appean  to  have  made  a  separate  statement. 
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[Enolonire  No.  4.]  1799 

Governor  Hunter  to  Judge- Advocate  Dore.*  nFeb. 

Sir,  4th  April,  1799. 

I  have  received  your  letter  in  reply  to  mine  of  last  night,  Hunter  and 
and  I  must  inform  you  that  you  appear  to  me  to  be  readily  dis-  ^^^' 
posed  either  to  forget  or  misunderstand  such  of  my  verbal  directions 
to  you  as  do  not  correspond  with  your  own  wishes. 

The  magistrates  will  at  all  times  give  me  satisfaction  without 
reaching  beyond  the  sphere  of  their  proper  office. 

I  will  not  allow  any  person  to  interfere  with  my  immediate  pre- 
rogative, nor  will  I  suffer  the  executive  authority  of  the  Governor 
of  this  territory  to  be  snatch'd  out  of  my  hands  by  any  set  of  men 
within  its  limits. 

As  an  officer  at  the  head  of  the  law  department  in  this  settle-  Hunter's 
ment,  I  conceive  it  a  part  of  your  duty  to  point  out  to  those  who  tf^'ou^c 
may  have  occasion  for  such  information,  '*  That  the  sentence  pro- 1*^- 
nounc'd  by  a  Court  of  Criminal  Judicature  cannot  be  carried  into 
execution  but  thro'  the  orders  of  the  commander-in-chief  for  the 
time  being.'*     But  by  the  authority  which  you  have  considered 
proper  to  be  exercised  by  the  civil  magistrate  (according  to  the 
4iCcount  you  have  given  to  mo  of  a  decision  come  to  yesterday  at 
a  full  meeting  of  those  gentlemen),  it  appears  they  have  assum'd 
a  power  of  ordering  a  criminal  from  the  Bar,  if  cast  for  death,  to 
the  place  of  execution,  without  waiting  for  the  opinion  or  appro- 
bation of  the  commanding  officer. 

Two  of  the  magistrates  wlioni  I  pi*esume  you  allude  to  as  a 
part  of  the  full  Bench  I  have  read  that  part  of  your  letter  to ;  they 
appeared  astonish'd,  and  positively  denied  any  knowledge  of  such 
opinion  or  resolution. 

I  repeat  to  you  again,  "  That  I  suspend  the  immediate  execution  suspemion 
of  the  sentence  pass'd  upon  the  prisoner  Isaac  Nichols;  that  he  jJiSnoeon 
remain  a  prisoner  is  my  intention  at  present,  but  that  he  is  not  Nichols, 
kept  in  iron  or  ordered  to  labour  untill  farther  orders  from  me  for 
that  purpose.''  I  am,  «l:c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 

[EncloBure  No.  5.] 

Governor  Hunter  to  Officers,  t 

By  his  Excellency  John  Hunter,  Esq.,  Governor,  &c.,  &c.,  dec. 

Whereas  reports  are  at  this  time  in  circulation  that  the  robbery  The  robber}- 
lately  committed  on  the  house  of  Mrs.  Mullett,  and  from  which  a  ^^  tobacco, 
certain  quantity  of  tobacco  had  been  stolen,  that  this  tobacco  bad 
been  carried  by  the  thieves  into  the  yard  or  house  of  Mr.  Robert 

^The  letter  was  marked  by  Hunter  "  Addressed  upon  Service." 

t  The  ofBoers  to  whom  this  precept  was  addressed  were  the  Rov.  Samuel  Marsden,  Quarter- 
master La>'cock,  Surgeon  Gt)or{ire  Bass  (the  discoverer  of  Baas  Strait),  Aaaistant-wirgcon 
Thompaon,  and  the  Acting  Commissary,  James  Williamson. 
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1790  I  shall  now  commenoe  with  the  difTerent  evidences  in  support 

21  Feb.     '^^  ^^^  prosecution. 

—  James  Mansfield,  a  seaman  belonging  to   his   Majesty's  ship 

James  Mans-  Reliance,  swears  he  saw  a  man  carrying  a  basket  supposed  to 

fleid.  contain  tobacco  on  the  Sunday  evening  up  the  rocks.     It  will  be 

necessary  here  to  elucidate  this  man's  evidence,  altho'  he  does  not 

mention  Nicholls's  name.     H.  Eable,  the  chief  constable,  found 

the  tobacco  about  four  o'clock  on  the  Sunday  afternoon  (it  was 

stole  that  morning),  and  plac'd  a  constable  to  watch  it,  for  the 

purpose  of  detecting  the  person  who  should  come  to  fetch  it  away, 

which  constable  was  so  negligent  of  his  duty  as  to  admit  a  nuin 

who  by  chance  saw  it  to  take  it  away  without  his  observing  him. 

H.  Kable,  finding  the  tobacco  gone  without  any  person  being 

detected,  went  immediately  in  quest  of  it,  and  found  it  in  a  house 

on  the  rocks.     Fearing  a  reprimand  for  negligence,  he  gave  this 

man  a  bottle  of  spirits  to  return  it,  and  it  was  again  placed  for 

the  purpose  of  detection.     The  person  who  by  chance  saw  it  and 

remov'd  it  must  have  been  the  person  whom  Mansfield  saw. 

statement         Henry  £able,  the  chief  constable  and  the  next  evidence,  swears 

conitabu?^**  he  was  sent  for  by  NichoUs,  and  acquainted  by  him  that  two  men 

had  came  to  his  house  early  that  morning  and  wanted  his  servant 

to  lodge  some  tobacco  for  them,  which  he  refused  to  do,  but  directed 

them  to  a  public  warehouse,  but  on  their  leaving  the  house  they 

took  a  different  direction  (and  that  towards  where  the  tobacco  was 

found),  which  circumstance,  and  hearing  of  the  robbery,  made  him 

send  for  Kable  and  give  him  this  information. 

Jas.  Remnant  swears  he  deliver'd  a  message  from  a  man  (Jos. 

Taylor)  to  Baylis,  concerning  Nicholls — which  Taylor  after  this 

jju^rep-     g^eafg  y^^  never  sent,  but  which  Baylis  acknowledges  to  have 

received  ;  it  is  evident  one  of  them  must  be  perjur'd. 
Evidence  of       Joseph  Taylor,  the  following  evidence,  besid's  denying  having 
^^^         sent  the  message,  swears  that  Baylis  had  related  to  him  nearly 
what  he  had  depos'd  to  in  the  Court,  with  this  addition,  that 
Nicholls,  without  any  previous  acquaintance,  connection,  or  con- 
versation, came  up  to  Taylor  in  the  middle  of  the  street  at  noon- 
day, and  ask'd  him  (Taylor)  if  he  thought  Baylis  was  staunch, 
for  if  he  was  no  harm  could  happen  to  him  (Nicholls).     I  think 
it  very  inprobable  that  any  man  in  liis  senses,  guilty  of  the  crime 
of  which  Nicholls  is  charg'd,  would  lay  himself  so  open  to  a 
stranger,  and  in  that  abrupt  manner — nay,  to  a  friend ;  he  must 
have  had  great  confidence  in  him. 
Importance       ^  must  here  again  advert  to  character,  for  in  a  colony  of  this 
of  character  kind,  compos'd  of  men  who  had  forfieted,  many  their  Uves,  ail 
elidenM:!"^  their  liberties  to  the  injur'd  laws  of  their  country ;  amongst  whom 
perjury  is  not  consider'd  as  a  crime,  but  has  been  here  in  some 
instances  a  source  of  gain  ;  I  have  therefore  always  consider'd  it 
as  necessary  to  pay  as  much  attention  to  the  general  character 
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its  contents  with  them,  and  after  they  were  gone  dep*t  informed      1709 
his  master  that  ye  aforesaid  persons  had  been  there  with  a  bag  on     21  Feb. 
the  wheelbarrow,  and  wanted  to  leave  the  same  there,  when  his  ^,  — :  , 

niSDOSU  of 

master  replied  he  had  acted  very  right  in  making  them  take  ye  the  stolen 
same  away ;  and  deponent  further  deposes  that  he  was  ye  same  *<>*««»• 
morning  going  down  for  salt-water,  and  as  he  was  returning  he 
met  the  said  Wright  and  Bayliss  with  an  empty  barrow,  but  does 
not  know  from  whence  they  Q»me,  and  shortly  after  his  return  with 
the  salt-water  he  saw  Nicholls  and  ye  deceased  Wright  in  conver- 
sation together  in  the  old  barrack  near  to  Sidaway's  house. 

Q,  by  the  Court. — Do  you  recollect  ye  time  Bayliss  came  to  Cross- 
Sidaway  s  with  the  barrow  and  bag  ?  to^urt.^^ 

A, — He  can^t  recollect  ye  time,  but  it  was  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  after  daybreak. 

Q, — How  long  was  it  after  Bayliss  had  been  at  your  master's 
house  before  you  saw  Wright  and  Bayliss  return  with  an  empty 
barrow? 

A, — About  an  hour. 

Q, — Where  did  you  meet  Bayliss  and  Wright  with  the  empty 
barrow] 

A, — Opposite  the  provision  store,  facing  Blinkworth's  house, 
coming  towards  his  master's  house. 

Q. — Had  you  any  idea  of  what  ye  bag  contained  ? 

A. — ^None. 

Q, — Did  Bayliss  seem  inclined  to  dispose  of  what  ye  bag  con-  The 

x_;_  _,1  o  .f  o  movements 

taineUY  ofBaylUand 

^.— No.  Wrigit. 

Q, — Did  you  enquire  of  Baylis  where  he  came  from,  or  where  he 
was  going  ? 

A, — He  did  not. 

Q, — Did  he  say  nothing  more  to  you  than  that  he  wished  to  con- 
ceal or  leave  the  bag  with  its  contents  in  y'r  master's  house  ? 

A. — Nothing  more. 

Q, — When  Wright  and  Nicholls  were  talking  together  near  yV 
master's  house,  had  they  anything  that  appeared  like  a  package 
with  them? 

A. — He  did  not  see  anything. 

Q, — Did  you  not  say  to  some  person  that  you  saw  the  bag  rolled 
into  Nicholls's  house  ? 

A, — He  did  not. 

Q, — Did  you  ever  mention  the  circumstances  you  have  stated 
io  any  other  person  but  y'r  master  ? 

^.— No. 


Robert  Sidaway,  being  again  called : —  Evidence  of 

Deposed  on  oath  that  on  the  Sunday  moiiiing  he  had  heard  of  sidaw«>'. 
Captain  Wilkinson's  robbery  he  was  informed  by  Bichard  Yerior 
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Evidence  for 
the  defence. 


Witnesses 
called  by 
Nicliola. 


Samuel 

Wrights 

wUl. 


A  proof  of 

Nichols's 

innocence. 


Evidence  of 

James 

Underwood. 


was,  and  that  Kable  express'd  himself  much  oblig'd  to  Nicholls 
for  the  information. 

Here  closed  the  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  pi*osecution,  a  com- 
bination of  hearsays  from  one  person  to  another. 

After  the  prisoner  had  read  his  defence,  he  proceeded  to  call 
upon — 

John  Wm.  Lancashire,  who  swears  he  was  at  work  in  NiclioUs's 
house  on  Sunday  morning,  when  the  servant  of  NichoUs  told  his 
master,  in  the  hearing  of  Lancashire,  that  two  men  wanted  to 
leave  some  tobacco  there  that  morning,  which  he  had  refused,  on 
which  they  went  away ;  and  that  he  since  had  heard  Mrs.  MuUett 
had  been  robb*d  of  some  tobaccoe.  In  consequence  of  tliis  in- 
formation, Nicholls  dispatched  Lancashire  for  Kable,  the  chief 
constable,  to  inform  him  of  the  circumstance,  which  is  con&rm'd 
by  Kable's  evidence  on  the  prosecution.  This  evidence,  with  the 
corroboration,  I  think  must  have  remov'd  every  doubt,  if  any 
doubt  remain'd. 

Saml.  Sparks,  a  prisoner  in  the  gaol  with  Wright,  swears  he 
never  heard  Wright  mention  Nicholls*s  name. 

Jas.  Fealon  and  Thos.  Colley — evidence  only  goes  to  establish 
the  threats  of  Broomfield  to  have  his  revenge  of  Nicholls. 

Jas.  Wass  was  in  Uie  cart  with  Wright  when  going  to  be  exe- 
cuted, and  swears  he  never  heard  him  mention  Nicholls's  name, 
which  is  sworn  to  on  the  prosecution  by  the  executioner. 

Willm.  Wright,  brother  to  Saml.  Wright  that  was  executetl 
for  the  robbery,  produc'd  the  last  will  of  his  deceased  brother,  in 
which  everything  his  brother  had  is  left  to  him,  Wm.  Wright 
Four  debts  are  mention'd  in  the  will,  but  Nicholls's  name  is  not 
mentioned.  He  likewise  deposed  that  his  brother  had  informed 
him  verbally  of  those  four  debts  stated  in  the  vnll,  on  the  niornint» 
he  was  executed,  at  which  time  he  ask'd  his  brother  if  Nicholls 
did  not  owe  him  some  money,  having  heard  it  reported  that 
Nicholls  did,  who  replied,  **  No,  he  did  not ;  that  he  never  had 
dealings  of  any  kind  with  Nicholls";  that  his  brother  told  him 
that  himself  and  Baylis  had  wheel'd  the  tobacco  into  the  yard  of 
Nicholls's  house,  out  of  the  sight  of  two  men  who  were  coming 
that  way,  and  who  they  suspected  to  bs  constables,  and  that  they 
afterwards  wheel'd  it  to  the  rocks,  where  it  was  found.  He  farther 
depos'd  the  day  before  his  brother  suffered  he  was  in  conversation 
with  Thos.  Smith  (who  gave  an  evidence  on  the  prosecution),  who 
desir'd  the  witness  to  advise  his  brother  to  bring  Nicholls  to  justice 
about  the  tobacco,  to  which  his  reply  was  that  his  brother  had  not 
told  him  anything  about  Nicholls.  Concieving  this  to  be  the 
fact,  was  there  ever  a  stronger  evidence  in  favor  of  a  prisoner  given 
before  a  Court  of  justice  ? 

James  Underwood,  the  next  evidence,  depos'd  that  Jos.  Taylor 
(an  evidence  on  the  prosecution)  had  told  him  that  Baylis  was  so 
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Q.  hyihe  Court, — Did  you  ever  mention  to  any  person  or  persons      1700 
what  you  have  now  related  during  the  tryal  of  Isaac  Nicholls  ?  21  Feb. 

A, — Both  daring  and  after  to  several  persons.  craiZ~ 

V. — ^To  whom  ?  examined 

A, — He  sent  for  Jas.  Laoey  and  related  the  circumstances  as  ^^ 
before  stated,  and  Lacey  informed  dept.  that  Verier  had  been 
before  Mr.  Balmain  respecting  the  business. 

Jas.  Lacey  :—  Evidence 

Deposes  on  oath  that  the  substance  of  the  deposit'n  read  in^j^^^^ 
Court  of  Mr.  Ja&  Bloodsworth  is  tantamount  to  what  he  himself 
should  have  deposed. 

Captain  Henry  Waterhouse,  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Reliance  : —    Evidence  of 

Deposes  on  oath  that  he  heard  from  Captn.  Johnson  that  ye^^ou«. 
tobacco  stole  from  Captn.  Wilkinson  had  been  taken  to  Sidaway's 
house,  and  knowing  that  was  no  part  of  the  evidence  gave  in  by 
Bayliss  on  ye  prosecution  of  Nicholls,  he  thought  it  was  not  true,  or 
that  if  it  were  it  was  much  in  favour  of  Nicholls,  and  not  known 
at  ye  Court,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  in  consequence  of  which 
he  (deponent)  called  Sidaway  out  of  his  house,  and  enquired  of  him 
whether  it  was  the  case,  and  Sidaway  replied  it  were,  and  that  it 
was  wheeFd  down  the  morning  of  Captain  Wilkinson's  robbery, 
and  that  Bayliss  was  the  man  who  wheeFd  ye  same,  which  he 
had  been  informed  by  his  servant,  and  that  deponent  remarked  to 
Sidaway  that  it  appeared  as  if  they  did  not  know  wliat  to  do  with 
it,  when  he  answered  they  wanted  it  to  put  it  in  his  bakehouse,  Attempt  to 
which  is  adjoining  the  dwelling ;  and  dep't  further  enquired  of  ^"J^ien 
Sidaway  whether  it  was  the  same  tobacco  that  was  wheel'd  into  (coods. 
Nicholls's  yard,  and  believes  he  (Sidaway)  replied  that  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  answer,  but  that  ye  roan  and  time  cor- 
responded, when  deponent  remarked  it  was  a  pity  it  was  not 
known  at  the  time  of  the  tryal  of  Isaac  Nicholls,  as  it  was  a  thing 
so  much  in  his  favour.  Sidaway  replied  to  deponent  he  had  never 
made  any  secret  of  it  whatever,  and  that  he  had  told  it  to 
Mr.  Bloodsworth,  who  had  informed  ye  Judges,  and  whether  he 
(Sidaway)  had  mentioned  it  to  any  other  person  deponent  can't 
positively  say. 

Q,  by  the  Court. — Was  any  other  person  present  at  the  time 
this  discoui-se  occur'd? 

A, — He  does  not  recollect  seeing  any  person. 

The  Court  adjourrved  till  Wednesday,  ye  Jrrf  insL,  at  8  0^ clock, 

Michael  Gary,  being  duly  sworn  : —  Evidence  of 

Deposes  that  on  the  Sunday  morn  he  got  up  just  as  the  revalley  oaiy. 
[reveUle]  beat,  and  opened  the  door,  when  his  dog  went  out  and  began 
to  bark,  and  at  the  empty  house  adjoining  deponent's  the  little  dog 
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Reiuovbig 
the  toba(^ 


ran  there  and  would  not  come  oat,  and,  its  being  dark,  deponent 
stooped  to  see  if  he  could  perceive  any  persons,  when  ho  saw  a  man, 
and  enquired  who  it  was,  three  times,  when  the  person  made  no 
reply,  on  which  dep^t  observed — "  Be  who  it  will,  if  you  offer  to  stir 
I  will  knock  you  down  with  a  stone'';  and  deponent  then  went  and 
Therobbeo'.  looked  in  his  face  and  said — "Is  not  that  Rich'd  Baylisaf  who 
answered — "  It  was  ;  Mich.,  hold  y'r  tongue."     Bayliss  then  went 
into  an  empty  house,  and  the  deceased  Wright  was  in  the  empty 
^       house  and  came  out  to  him.   Wright  then  said  to  Bayliss — *'  Stand 
no  nonsense,  but  put  the  bag  on  the  barrow";  on  doing  of  which 
the  contents  of  the  bag  made  a  creaking  noise.     Dep't  then  said  to 
Bayliss — "  For  your  being  so  stubborn  and  jolly  you  shall  not 
wheel  it  away  without  my  first  seeing  what  is  in  it";  and  dep't 
then  opened  the  bag  and  found  it  contained  a  roll  of  tobacco  in  a 
l>asket,  and  he  (deponent)  broke  about  two  inches  of  tobacco  from 
the  roll.     He  (deponent)  then  went  into  his  house  for  his  hatt, 
and  came  out  again  and  overtook  Bayliss  with  the  barrow  and  the 
bag  of  tobacco,  and  followed  him  till  he  saw  him  go  over  ihe 
bridge  near  the  tanks,  and  dep't  then  turned  up  Pitt's  Row,  and 
saw  no  more  of  Bayliss ;  and  then  went  up  Pitt's  Row,  where  he 
met  with  Bloodsworth,  who  was  going  to  the  burial-ground,  and 
they  walked  on  together  till  they  came  near  the  burial-groond, 
when  the  dep't  informed  him  the  whole  of  what  he  has  before 
related,  and  the  same  day  Kable  sent  for  dep't,  when  he  informed 
him  (Kable)  the  whole  of  this  business. 

Q»  by  the  Court. — Did  you  enquire  of  Bayliss  where  he  was 
going  with  the  tobacco  ] 

A. — He  did  not. 

Q. — Did  you  see  Wright  any  more  ? 

A. — He  saw  him  following  Bayliss 

Q. — Did  you  ever  inform  any  other  pei*8on  of  this  circumstance 
either  before  or  at  the  tryal  of  Isaac  Nicholls,  except  Bloodsworth 
and  Kable  ? 

A, — He  kept  it  no  secret,  and  mentioned  it  before  the  whole  of 
the  plaisterers'  gang. 

The  Court  dissolved  this  3rd  day  of  April,  1799. 

Samuel  Marsden,  J.  P. 
Thos.  Laycock. 
Geo.  Bass. 
Jas.  Thompson. 
James  Williamson. 

[Enclosure  No.  6.] 

Isaac  Nichols  to  The  Court  of  Inquiry. 

Gentlemen,  Sydney,  2nd  April,  1799. 

Pe"«"tioii  It  is  verry  hard  to  think  people  are  still  so  much  inbittere«l 

against  me,  and  useing  every  means  to  do  me  a  further  injuiy. 


The  iiMiiiirj- 
concluded. 
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This  morning  Ensign  Bond  came  to  visit  Lancashire  in  the      1799 
gaol  (who  is  under  sentance  of  death,  and  particularly  wanted     21  Feb. 
to  know  if  he  was  not  bribed  to  come  forward  on  the  behalf  of       — - 
Nichols  on  his  tryal,  or  that  I  had  promised  him  some  amolument  extort  a 
for  so  doing) ;  that  Lancashire  told  him  the  same  as  he  said  on  my  con'«»*o"- 
tryal,  that  it  was  the  truth  he  declared  at  the  Court,  and  nothing 
should  make  him  say  or  spake  a  falshood,  particular  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Bond  also  promised  that  Captn.  McArthur  would  sign  his 
partition  and  give  it  to  the  Governor,  and  he  himself  had  no  doubt 
bat  it  would  be  the  saveing  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Bond  then  left  Lancashire,  and  in  a  little  time  afterward 
returned  and  told  Lancashire  that  Captn.  McArthur  was  coming 
with  the  Revd.  Mr.  Johnston  to  hear  what  he  had  to  say  upon  iiow  to 
the  business,  and  if  he  meant  to  save  his  life  it  must  be  to  declare  SSSfg!**^ 
that  part  of  the  business  what  he  receiv'd  for  coming  forward  on 
my  behalf  on  my  tryal,  as  he  himself,  meaning  Mr.  Bond,  had  been 
informed  that  I  had  given  Lancashire  twenty  pounds  for  so  doing. 

At  this  time  Captn.  McArthur  and  the  Revd.  Mr.  Johnston  intemewcd 
came  into  the  gaol,  when  Captn.  McArthur  said,  "  Well,  Lanca-  ^^  otticen. 
flhire,  I  hope  you  are  inclined  to  make  a  confestion  of  some  of  your 
past  conduct  in  respect  to  your  coming  forward  on  the  behalf  of 
Isaac  Nichols." 

Lancashire  then  related  the  same  as  on  my  tryal,  and  declared  Adheres  to 
that  what  he  had  formerly  said  was  the  truth  (yet  Lancashire  de-  JStenJento. 
clares  that  Mr.  Bond  seem'd  a  desire  for  obtaining  an  extortion  from 
him)  by  his  pointing  out  this  was  the  only  means  of  saving  his  life. 

I  beg  (gentlemen)  you  will  take  this  into  your  humane  consider- 
ation, as  I  have  just  now  received  everry  particular  of  this  infor- 
mation from  Lancashire's  lips.  Give  me  leave,  <S:c., 

Isaac  Nichols. 

Tlie  above  are  facts  as  passed  between  Ensign  Bond,  Captn.  Endorsed 
McArthur,  and  me,  and  that  Mr.  Bond,  on  his  first  coming  to  me,  p^^ner. 
told  me  repeatedly  that  it  was  thro'  my  coming  forward  on  the 
part  of  Isaac  Nichols  that  I  received  the  dregful  sentence  I  am 
now  under. 

As  witness  my  hand,  this  second  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
seven  hund'd  and  ninetv-nine.  Jno.  Will'm  Lancashire. 

[Enclosure  No.  7.] 

A  Convict's  Petition.  a  con- 

demned 
To  his  Excellency  John  Hunter,  Esq.,  Governor  of  New  South  prisoner's 

Wale;,  &c  '"■""o"- 

The  humble  petition  of  John  William  Lancashire, — 

Most  respectfully  sheweth, — 

That  your  Excellency's  unfortunate  petitioner  is  a  youth  of  Hb  youth 

honest,  respectable,  and  worthy  parents,  who  ever  lived  in  affluence,  ^)!lrentagc. 


I, 


j:-r.ai:.u^  iHCOMia  or  new  south  wales. 

ax     :i.iv»    jiiA.-3i:>*r  vaa   Tr^-ier  '-iLeniished  until  that  unfortunate 

r,^  :%     jff    .    oaue  ~c«f  jrabrh.     That   your  Excellency  s 

- . .....r-t-    -■  -«{  -.  ra  . ir.  ~.\o(j«fit  Willi^uns.  banker,  in  Birchin-lane, 

..luu     ;^     sv:t    7  T'or  vscnaaer  .  tor  some  considerable  time 

.^^     rrn^    jiTU    T?.r  ^  'fiar    -.-accain's  clerk  on  board  the 

1*-.  -?r  ■  v-itif=.  -jm  ir.  ":c.-  owing  to  an  ill  state  of 

■«.__     «»    r^-cawi^^uft   Ti  nuE  liUf   Krrioe  *.  1  resides  many  other 

.  T»w: . .-?    •^^su.r  JT^^  XL  zis*  NaTT,  *i:~  where  opportunities  have 

.1-1!-*      aift.    I'-   ^LiiuainitL  'z»tteai  mu  w&ji  to  have  oi>mmitted 

•  -^. — ^    T    «    '='^''  ^r^isands  of  p^Miaas  instead  of  shillingi^ 

xri\\^      AH  3i''>v  zziKtunat^y  commitied. 

*!»*.    v.i.r  i»«r^Mi-?r  begs  leave  t<*  inform  vour  Excellency  that 

:;5-    •   zjt    ^.'^\i  '^ZL.e  only  of  his  ever  htfri.  :ri*d  in  a  Court  of 

.j>^T—     zff    :r-5C   :£  which  caused  your  pen  timer  seven  yeare* 

r^..:*!5»- i-fciiju     :vi:  the  second  (and  last) — n_-c-r?  dreadfull  dian 

— ^^^^aced  tor  death.    Oh  I  horrid  nane,  and  still  more 

IT:-  *;r*::it<r  ^cain  upon  my  distant  and  unhappy  frienda 

"fi^       .u"  Zi.^ilency's  petitioner,  conscious  •>£   the  humane 

,.:.  1^-  -■.-••••    "li  Ar«  endowed  with  and  the  £Ta«nous  mercy  yoa 

n.T    «rr-«*t  -vv^iPB  the  unfortunate  in  a  like  situation,  mivt 

.    .  .      .^^  -^iMZ  viui  will  be  pleas'd  to  take  the  prayers  of  a  dying 

-.u..-    -.uuuuie  consideration  and  lie  pleas'd  to  examine 

:r.    T  .:  .  •.->    z    v.y  rrial,  where  your  Excellency  d  trust  to  the 

— •  ■      ••...  -lui  something  favourable  in  my  behalf  that  my 

•  ■  ^- :     >i  <vjk::v«  i  »uid  not  cut  off  in  the  blooming  flower  of  youtlL 
'->^    ■  U.7    irticiouer  would  not  presume  to  vindicate  his  cause 

^■^  \iK''A    lid  he  know  himself  any  way  guilty,  but  l-eg 

t.     j.*;^:*'  your  Excellency  that  the  charge  for  which  he  is 

.   >  ->  :iiiiiK.'ent  of.     That  would  any  man  of  a  reasonable 

- .^ai*' ..   ^  -.iniiM-se  his  own  name  (»n  the  back  of  a  forjred  note 

.,,.     t    *  •  *".  it  iL»  have  l)een  so?     That  after  Wing  given  to 

-.^^..;    '>   CliK  Davis  (when  I  shew  him  the  bill)  that  Mr. 

<  .X    ;.-.  <■<  I.  -i  ".lis  name  with  a  double  11,  instead  of  the  sinfde 

. .'.  :-ie  bill.  I  was  not  willing  to  part  with  the  bill  entirtk 

•..  :  >*•!•.  M-.  St«.H?kdale  to  have  shewn  him  the  bill,  as  vour 

»      rliid  by  my  trial  that  I  enquired  of  hii  own  shep- 

.    ..   .  >.  .  :-   ■«  vs  >^iuin^up:  that  he  infonued  me  in  the  momingi 

•    >«.::  I  u.i  r.ot  wish  to  pay  it  away.     This  happened  •« 

.:.  a::.i  on  Sunday  I  was  made  pnsoner,  tried  tin 

»  "'i:.  i.:'.vl  received  the  dreadfull  sentence  of  death— 

•  :«;iir  '^ours.     Had  I  an  idea  of  anything;  but  that  uiv 

v      ■    »••.;■•.  'miVo  acvjuited  me,  I  would  have  endeavoured  to 

>.'..:  i   -"v  :r:AL  that  I  might  have  hml  an  op}>ortunitT  of 

:i-  lja*.-ar  forward,  which,  I  declare  to  mv  God,  T  had 

V  -..       'i:  •  jvr  ',v^  leave  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  the  pn?- 
Mi^^*   .txmi  .»  *>wti  bcrae  against  me  was  so  great  that  whatever 
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had  been  favourable  in  my  behalf  I  could  expect  no  other  sentence      1709 
than  what  I  have  received.     Had  I  not  have  come  forward  on     q  peb. 
Gaptn.  Cameron's  business,  and  not  have  troubled  the  comp'y  of 
oomediana  (soldiers)  for  money,  for  my  painting  the  scenery,  I  a  tcenic 
riiould  hope  to  have  received  a  far  different  sentence  to  what  I  have  "'^^ 
now. 

Your  Excellency's  petitioner  would  not  presume  to  excite  your 
attention  and  perusal  longer  than  necessity  dictates ;  but  the  hor- 
rid sentence  I  am  under  compels  me  to  humbly  beg  that  your 
Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  give  ear  unto  my  prayer,  and  in 
pity  to  my  youth,  my  unhappy  parents  and  friends,  and  the  many 
censures  I  labor  under,  to  spare  me  my  life — my  life,  I  ask — as  the 
prayer  of  a  dying  youth,  now  waiting  that  moment,  which  is  in 
your  Excellency's  most  gracious  power,  and  whose  mercy  have  been  Hunter's 
extended  to  the  unfortunate,  who,  I  hope,  is  now  making  bright  leniency. 
and  flourishing  men.  Oh  !  may  the  Almighty  inspire  into  your 
mind  this  my  last  and  greatest  request.  Take  thy  life,  and  may 
the  remainder  of  thy  days  prove  more  happier  than  the  former 
have  miserable  and  unfortunata 

Ever  would  I  return  fervent  prayers  to  the  Almighty — adore  my 
Creator — do  to  all  men  as  I  would  wish  to  be  done  unto ;  thus 
become  a  member  beneficial  to  sosciety,  and,  as  in  duty  bound, 
will  ever  pray.*  I  bepr,  &c., 

John  William  Lancashire. 
Sydney  Joal,  April  2nd,  1799. 

[Enclosure  No.  8.] 

Rev.  R.  Johnson  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Hon'd  and  Dear  Sir,  Sydney,  24th  April,  1799. 

Understanding  that  my  name  has  been  mentioned  in  two  The 
letters — onef  in  a  letter  from  Lancashire  to  a  member  of  the  Court  J^J^l^of 
before  whom  he  had  been  tried ;  and  in  another  J  which  I  saw  the  attempt 
Nichols  addressed  to  the  members  of  a  Court  of  Inquiry  convened  SnlSSon'! 
for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  certain 
reports  at  that  time  in  circulation,  and  which,  if  founded  in  truth, 
were  highly  material  to  the  prisoner  Nichols,  who  had  been  con- 
victed before  the  Criminal  Court  just  then  dissolved, — I  beg  leave 
to  acquaint  you  with  the  business  to  which  Nichols  in  that  letter 
alludes. 

I  was  called  upon  by  Captain  McArthur,  and  by  him  informed 
that  Lancashire  either  had  made,  or  was  about  to  make,  a  con- 
fession to  Mr.  Bond,  relative  to  the  evidence  he  had  given  upon 
the  trial  of  Nichols,  and  desired  me  officially,  as  chaplain,  to  go 
with  him  and  to  take  down  his  confession.     After  some  little 

*  Hunter  granted  this  petition.    See  footnotes  on  pp.  588,  001,  ante, 
t  Poet,  p.  620.       ;  Ante,  p.  010. 
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1799      hesitation,  I  went  with  Captain  McArthur ;  took  pen,  ink,  and 

21  Feb.     paper  with  me  ;   Mr.  Bond  was  there  with  Lancashire,  who  was 

frequently  and  closely  interrogated  by  both  these  gentlemen,  bat 

He  endorses  was  surprized  to  find  he  had  no  confession  to  make  to  them,  and 

«Jrou?tf      repeatedly  answered  them  by  saying  that  what  he  had  said  upon 

the  trial  of  Nichols  was  the  truth,  and  that  he  had  no  more  to 

say  upon  the  subject.     Hearing  this,  I  left  him  and   returned 

home. 

I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  say  thus  much  least  you  or  any 
others  sh'd  suppose  I  sh'd  have  been  concerned  in  attempting  an? 
unjust  confession  from  Lancashire,  and  also  to  declare  that  my 
only  motive  was,  what  I  have  always  conceived  my  duty  upon 
such  occasions,  viz't,  to  obtain  any  information  from  persons  in 
his  unhappy  situation  which  might  be  serviceable  to  the  com- 
munity. I  am,  &c., 

Richard  Johnsox. 


An  Appeal 
to  Captain 
Kent. 


Prejudice 
against  the 
prisoner. 


An  inveter- 
ate enemy. 


[EncloBure  No.  9.] 

John  William  Lancashire  to  Captain  Kent. 
Sir,  Tuesday,  2nd  April,  1799,  Sydney  Goal 

Fully  sensible  of  the  great  presumption  I  am  guilty  off  in 
writing  to  you,  but  conscious  of  the  tending  humanity  you  tre 
endowed  with,  hope  you  will  not  consider  it  as  abruptness. 

The  unfortunate  situation  which  I  am  now  placed  in  compels 
me  to  claim  your  pity  and  assistance  in  and  for  my  behalf.  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  of  writing  a  petition  to  his  Excellency, 
wherein  I  have  stated  the  facts  really  as  it  was.  I  have  also 
stated  the  prejudice  that  was  borne  against  me ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  it's  only  on  two  gentlemen  I 
spake  off,  whom  I  know  was  prepossessed  against  mc,  one  of  which 
positively  declar'd  just  after  I  came  forward  upon  Captn.  Cameron's 
business*  that  if  he  could  ho  wou'd  hang  me  before  any  man  upon 
the  ground.  This  as  been  said  not  only  to  one  person,  but  two  or 
three  or  more,  and  have  borne  the  greatest  enmity  against  me  ever 
since  immaginable. 

The  second  is  inveterate  against  me,  because  I  came  forward 
and  spoke  the  truth  upon  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nichols,  thro'  which  I 
was  obliged  to  leave  the  theatre ;  and  on  acc't  of  attempt'g  to 
obtain  my  money  for  work — painting  scenery,  «kc. — to  the  com- 
pany, I  was  calleil  a  damn'd  rascal,  and  many  other  names  of  which 
I  was  not  deserving.  The  only  reason  I  give  is  because  I  bore  the 
name  of  a  convict  and  was  intermixed  with  soldiers,  sorry  I  am  to 
say,  and  that  from  a  firm  belief  that  the  prejudice  against  me  was 
occasioned  by  such  frivolous  things  as  endeavouring  to  support 
truth  and  claiming  my  own  rights. 

*  Lancashire,  apparently,  here  refers  to  Ensign  Bond. 
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You,  moet  worthy  sir,  I  appeal  too  for  some  things  favourable       1799 
upon  my  trial,  and  beg  that  you  will  be  pleas'd  to  point  them  out     21  Feb. 
to  his  Excellency,  particularly  on  the  part  of  Austin  Flowers,  who       ~xZ,^ 
firmly  believed  that  I  did  not  know  it  to  be  a  forgery,  neither  did  of  fo^eiy^ 
he  believe  I  wanted  to  pass  or  exchange  the  bill.     Why  I  did  not  jJ^J^JSJire* 
wish  to  pass  the  bill  was,  in  coming  from  Judge  Atkins's  farm  I 
happened  to  shew  the  bill  to  Chs.  Davis,  who  was  then  in  comp'y 
with  me,  were  he  pointed  out  the  name  not  been  spelled  with  a 
doable  11,  as  is  generally  in  the  name  of  Stockdell.     From  this 
moment  I  was  dubious  of  the  note,  yet  conscious  of  my  getting  it 
in  an  upright  manner  I  entertained  no  fear,  but  was  fully  bent  in^ 
showing  the  bill  to  Mr.  Stockdale,  as  I  understood  he  was  to  be 
in  Parramatta  on  the  morn'g  following. 

To  prove  the  above  sufficient  facts  in  respect  of  the  censure  and 
prejudice  against  me,  only  this  morning  Ensign  Geo.  Bond  visited 
me  (as  a  friend)  and  particularly  wanted  to  know  if  Isaac  Nichols  The  question 
did  not  bribe  me  to  come  forward  in  his  behalf  or  promised  me  °  "**«^* 
some  emolument  for  so  doing.  Mr.  Bond  also  promised  that  Capln. 
McArthur  would  get  my  petition  sign'd  and  deliver  it  himself  to 
his  Excellency,  and  that  he  had  no  doubt  but  it  would  be  the 
means  of  saving  my  life,  would  I  but  acknowledge  the  whole  of 
the  business.  I  told  him  that  the  unhappy  situation  which  I  was 
placed  in  would  not  tempt  me  to  err  from  sacred  truth,  that  I  said 
at  the  Court  was  founded  upon  truth,  and  all  as  he  could  say  would 
not  make  me  spake  a  falsity.  God  forbid  that  I,  tho'  awkwardly 
situated,  should  attempt  to  say  false  of  an  innocent  man,  and  all 
under  the  idea  of  my  life  being  saved.     No,  no  ;  God  forbid. 

Mr.  Bond  then  took  my  petition  away  with  him  under  the  pre-  Ensten 
tence  of  getting  Captn.  McArthur  to  sign  it.  In  a  short  time  after  ^^ 
Mr.  B.  again  retum'd,  and  pointed  out  some  defects  in  my  petition, 
and  also  told  me  that  Captn.  McArthur  and  the  Revd.  Mr.  John- 
son was  coming  to  me,  and  if  I  wanted  to  save  my  life  (the  time 
was  short)  was  to  declare  what  I  received  from  Isaac  Nichols  for 
coming  forward  on  his  behalf  on  his  tryal,  for  he  himself  had  been 
given  to  understand  I  received  £20  for  so  doing. 

In  some  little  time  after  Captn.  McArthur  and  the  Revd.  Mr. 
Johnson  came  in,  when  Captn.  McArthur  said,'^  Well,  Lancashire, 
I  find  you  are  inclinable  to  make  a  confession  of  souie  of  your  past  Attempts  to 
misconduct  in  respect  of  the  trial  of  Nichols."  I  then  related  the  ^JSJiafon. 
whole  of  the  truth  as  I  said  upon  the  trial,  and  that  I  would 
prejudice  no  man  upon  no  terms  whatever,  but  Mr.  B.  was  wont'g 
to  extort  a  confession  from  me,  as  he  was  pointing  out  it  was  the 
only  means  of  saving  my  life,  and  by  repeatedly  telling  me  it 
was  thro'  my  coming  forward  on  the  part  of  Isaac  Nichols  that  I 
receiv'd  so  dreadfuU  a  sentence.  If  the  above  is  not  some  proof  of 
prejudice  against  me,  I  am  lost ;  but  I  will  leave  it  to  your  superior 
and  unerring  wisdom.     My  prayer  is  that  of  a  dying  and  much 
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1709      injured  youth,  claiming  you,  my  friend,  in  intereBting  yonndf 
21  Feb.     'with  his  Excellency  in  my  hehalf,  beging  him  to  i^pare  my  life,  is 
the  prayer  of  your  respectfully  ob't  and  very  h'ble  ae%  the  mudi- 
injured  pennitent,  j^Hj,  Will'm  Lakcashibe. 


Duties  of 
luembeni  of 
the  Court. 


[Endomtre  Na  10.] 

Captain  Waterhouse  to  Govebxob  Hunter. 

His  Migesty's  ship  Reliance,  22nd  May,  1799. 

J.  HAD  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Excellency's  letter,  dated  the 

Ifflwre"**^  15th  of  April,  mentioning  that  the  three  officers*  of  the  New  Sooth 

tnuismit      Wales  Corps,  together  with  the  Judge-Advocate  (who  were  mem- 

mento!****'   bers  of  a  Criminal  Court  of  which  I  wm  a  member),  requestiiig 

you  would  transmit  with  your  dispatches  such  observatiosis  m 

they  liad  made  on  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nicholls,  and  desiring  to 

know  if  the  Judge* Advocate  had  inform'd  me  of  your  deaire  to 

have  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  that  Court,  and  the  votes  of  the 

different  members. 

In  answer  to  which,  I  have  never  heard  from  the  Judge- 
Advocate,  either  verbally  or  in  writing,  of  your  wish  to  have  tiie 
copy  of  the  minutes  or  the  votes  of  the  different  members. 

And  I  most  certainly  conceiv'd  that  when  that  Court  w 
disolv'd  I  had  complied  with  the  oath,  done  the  duty  required  cf 
me,  and  had  nothing  farther  whatever  to  do  with  the  prisoner, 
except  any  circumstances  should  come  out  favourable  to  the 
prisoner  afterwards  (and  not  generally  known  to  the  Court  at  the 
time  the  prisoner  was  tried).  In  that  case  the  duties  of  humaDttf, 
tho'  not  of  right,  would  prompt  me  to  represent  it  to  your  Exod- 
lency ,  with  the  hope  that  its  being  &vorable  to  the  prisoner  would 
induce  your  Excellency  to  exert  the  power  delegated  to  yoa  of 
extending  your  mercy  to  the  prisoner. 

Altho'  I  never  should  have  thought  of  giving  any  reaaoDScr 
making  observations  on  the  evidences  in  support  of  the  verdict  I 
had  given  (having  taken  an  oath  to  decide  by  the  evidences  hio't 
before  me  according  to  the  best  of  my  judgment),  yet,  in  cos- 
sequence  of  your  Excellency's  information  (and  for  which  I  he| 
leave  to  return  your  Excellency  my  thanks),  I  must  request  yot 
will  transmit  with  your  dispatches  such  observations  as  I  hs^ 
made  on  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nicholls,  and  which  I  shall  have  the 
honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency. 

I  remain,  <S:c., 

H.  Waterhouse. 


Captain 
Water- 
house's 
views. 


*  Hunter  fon»-arded  the  ttatement  of  the  three  ofBoen  leiemed  to,  Tis., 

Mackellar  and  Lucaa  and  EnsiKU  Barley,  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  with  his  totter  of  tbiJSfc 
April,  1799,  post,  p.  658.   Judge- Advocate  Dore  appears  to  hare  made  a 
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Obbkrvations  bt  Captain  Watkrhousb.  1709 

22nd  May,  1799.         21  Feb; 
I  MUST  preface  the  obBervations  I  have  to  make  on  tlie  trial  of 
Isaac  Nichollfl  by  the  following  remarks  : — 

That,  &om  a  residence  of  some  years  in  this  colony,  and  being  a  Peculiarity 
ooastant  member  of  our  Courts  of  Criminal  Judicature,  that  I  never  ^'  ^^°  ^^^- 
mt  on  any  one  in  which  more  drcumspection  and  caution  were 
neoeflBary  in  receiving  and  puting  a  confidence  in  the  evidence 
produced. 

In  the  €rst  place,  the  prisoner  to  be  tried,  Isaac  Nicholls,  had  cbamcter  of 
been  for  some  years  a  free  man,  who  bore  so  exemplary  a  character  ^®  accu««* 
that  it  had  recommended  him  to  the  particular  notice  of  the 
Goiremor  and  his  aid-de-camp,  Captn.  Johnston,  who,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  goodness  of  his  character,  had  raised  him  to  the 
■itoation  of  superintendant  of  all  the  public  works  carrying  on  at 
Sydney  under  their  immediate  inspection ;  a  man  in  whom  was 
placed  an  unbounded  confidence,  who  was  in  affluent  circumstances 
and  making  money  fast 

ITow,  contrast  this  with  the  man  Kich'd  Baylis,  who  prosecuted,  oompored 
a  man  of  a  most  notorious  and  infamous  character,  who  acknow-  ^^  p^^ 
ledges  himself  to  have  been  concem'd  in  all  the  robberies  committed  cu^r. 
ftbout  Sydney,  the  intimate  friend  of  a  man  (Sam'l  Wright)  who 
was  executed  some  time  befoi*e  for  a  burglary  in  which  Baylis  was 
concem'd.     He  was  the  friend  and  concem'd  with  Wm.  Collins  in 
ft  robbery  for  which  Wm.  Collins  was  then  under  sentence  of 
death,  in  addition  to  which  he  had  tum'd  King's  evidence  to  save 
Ilia  own  life  ;  he  had  convicted  one  man,  Wm.  Collins,  but  the  cir- 
cumstances where  such  that  although  condemned  to  die  his  sentence 
could  not  be  put  into  execution  until  his  Majesty's  pleasure  was 
known.     He  had  yet  another  person  to  convict  to  fulfill  what  the 
law  requir'd  of  him  as  King's  evidence.     I  will  ask,  under  those 
circumstances,  what  would  not  so  unprincipled  a  character  under- 
take to  do  ? 

I  shall  take  little  notice  of  his  evidence,  or  of  his  evasions  and  Credibility 
omissions  ;  but  of  the  time  he  swore  he  wheel'd  the  tobacco  to  the  ^^Sence* 
house  of  Nicholls,  which  was  at  the  first  dawn  of  day ;  he  has  lay'd 
the  time  when  nobody  was  stirring,  and  fix'd  upon  a  man  as  his 
companion  who  was  sometime  before  executed,  therefore  could  fear 
no  contradiction  from  him.  He  might  equally  have  sworn  to 
taking  the  tobacco  to  any  other  person's  house  under  those  circum- 
stances as  Nicholls,  *^  which  he  did.*'  NichoUs's  servant  was  indited 
under  the  same  charge  as  his  master ;  Nicholls,  therefore,  lost  his 
eridence,  and  therefore  could  only  say  he  knew  nothing  about  it 
except  what  his  servant  had  told  him  that  morning  after  he  got 
up.  ■  I  must  here  mention  that  Baylis  is  the  only  evidence  that 
speak  to  the  fact ;  the  others  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  are 
only  hearsay. 
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1799  I  shall  now  commence  with  the  different  evidences  in  support 

21  Feb.     *^^  ^^®  prosecution. 

—  James  Mansiield,  a  seaman  belon^nnc  to   his   Majesty's  shift 

James  Mans-  Heliance,   swears  he  saw  a  man  carrying  a  basket  supposd  to 

field.  contain  tobacco  on  the  Sunday  evening  up  the  rocks.     It  will  be 

necessary  here  to  elucidate  this  man's  evidence,  altho'  he  does  not 

mention  Nicholls's  name.     H.  Kable,  the  chief  constable,  found 

the  tobacco  about  four  o'clock  on  the  Sunday  afternoon  (it  was 

stole  that  morning),  and  placed  a  constable  to  watch  it,  for  the 

purpose  of  detecting  the  person  who  should  come  to  fetch  it  away, 

which  constable  was  so  negligent  of  his  duty  as  to  admit  a  man 

who  by  chance  saw  it  to  take  it  away  without  his  observing  him. 

H.  Kable,  finding  the  tobacco  gone  without  any  person  being 

detected,  went  immediately  in  quest  of  it,  and  found  it  in  a  house 

on  the  rocks.     Fearing  a  reprimand  for  negligence,  he  gave  this 

man  a  bottle  of  spirits  to  return  it,  and  it  was  again  placed  for 

the  purpose  of  detection.     The  person  who  by  chance  saw  it  and 

remov'd  it  must  have  been  the  person  whom  Mansiield  saw. 

statcuient         Henry  Kable,  the  chief  constable  and  the  next  evidence,  swears 

constohie***'*  he  was  sent  for  by  Nicholls,  and  acquainted  by  him  that  two  men 

had  came  to  his  house  early  that  morning  and  wanted  his  servant 

to  lodge  some  tobacco  for  them,  which  he  refused  to  do,  but  directed 

them  to  a  public  warehouse,  but  on  their  leaving  the  house  they 

took  a  different  direction  (and  that  towards  where  the  tobacco  was 

found),  which  circumstance,  and  hearing  of  the  robbery,  made  him 

send  for  Kable  and  give  him  this  information. 

Jas.  Remnant  swears  he  delivered  a  message  from  a  man  (Jos. 

Taylor)  to  Baylis,  concerning  Nicholls — which  Taylor  after  this 

ancv.  "^^^     swears  he  never  sent,  but  which  Baylis  acknowledges  to  hsTe 

received  ;  it  is  evident  one  of  them  must  be  perjur'd. 
Evidence  of       Joseph  Taylor,  the  following  evidence,  besides  denying  having 
Taylor  ^^^^  ^^^^  message,  swears  that  Baylis  had  related  to  him  neariy 

what  he  had  deposed  to  in  the  Court,  with  this  addition,  tJist 
Nicholls,  without  any  previous  acquaintance,  connection,  or  con- 
versation, came  up  to  Taylor  in  the  middle  of  the  street  at  noon- 
day, and  ask'd  him  (Taylor)  if  he  thought  Baylis  was  stanndu 
for  if  he  was  no  harm  could  happen  to  him  (Nicholls).  I  think 
it  very  inprobable  that  any  man  in  his  senses,  guilty  of  the  crime 
of  which  Nicholls  is  charg'd,  would  lay  himself  so  open  to  t 
stranger,  and  in  that  abrupt  manner — nay,  to  a  friend ;  he  must 
have  had  great  confidence  in  him. 
iiinwrtancc  ^  must  here  again  julvert  to  character,  for  in  a  colony  of  this 
of  charactoi  kind,  compos'd  of  men  who  had  forfieted,  many  their  Uvea,  all 
cvideiKcI"^  their  liberties  to  the  injured  laws  of  their  country  ;  amongst  whom 
perjury  is  not  consider'd  as  a  crime,  but  has  been  here  in  some 
instances  a  source  of  gain  ;  I  have  therefore  always  consider'd  it 
as  necessary  to  pay  as  much  attention  to  the  general  character 
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and  conduct  of  the  person  wLo  gives  evidence  as  to  the  evidence  1799 
itself.  In  tlie  present  instance,  J.  Taylor's  house  was  the  con-  21  Fob. 
stant  residence  of  Baylis,  the  house  at  which  the  different  persons 
concerned  in  the  late  robbery  met,  drank,  consulted,  and  from 
which  house  Baylis  went  for  the  purpose,  as  he  says,  of  wheeling 
the  tobacco  down  to  NichoUs's  house.  Taylor  acknowledges  know- 
ing of  the  robbery  from  Baylis,  but  in  the  room  of  mentioning  it 
and  giving  them  up  he  screened  them  all  that  lay  in  his  |X)wer  ; 
no  wonder  then  that  their  stories  agree.  Those  are  cii'cumstauces 
that  struck  me  most  forcibly  at  the  time  of  the  trial. 

James  Lacey  only  relates  a  conversation  he  says  he  had  Avith  Evidence  of 
S.  Wright  while  under  sentence  of  death  (Wright  is  the  man  who  i^^; 
stole  the  tobacco  Nicholls  is  accus'd  of  buying),  in  which  he  says 
Wright  told  him  he  had  sold  a  (quantity  of  tobacco  to  Kicholls 
that  he  had  stolen.  Jas.  Lacey,  I  think,  is  one  of  the  worst 
characters  living;  on  a  former  trial  he  liir'd  three  men  to  perjure 
themselves  in  favor  of  a  man  who  had  committ'd  murder,  and  for 
which  they  stood  in  the  pillory.  I  think  no  stress  can  be  lay*d  on 
this  man's  evidence. 

Richard  Broomlield's  evidence  relates  a  similar  conversation  of  Richard 
with  Wright  as  Lacey's.  The  strongest  objections  that  could  be,  ^«>o"^'*«*d; 
was  agjiinst  this  man's  evidence  being  taken.  Broom  field  the 
evidence  was  severely  punished  and  sentenced  a  twelvemonth  in 
the  gaol  for  striking  Nicholls,  who,  in  his  situation  as  an  overseer, 
detecteil  Broomfield  in  stealing  corn.  Broomfield  had  likewise 
repeatedly  declared  that  revenge  was  sweet,  and  that  he  would 
have  it  out  of  Nicholls  if  it  was  seven  vears  to  come. 

Willm.  Johnston's  (executioner)  e^ddence  relates  to  a  confession  of  the  hang- 
of  Wright's  in  the  cart  going  to  be  executed,   similar  to  Lacey's  "^" ' 
and  Broomfield's  (waving  his  being  the  hangman)  in  the  same 
cart.     On  the  same  seat  (which  was  only  three  feet  six  inches 
long)  sat  another  man,  who  swears  he  never  heard  a  word  of  the 
confession. 

Hugh  McDonald,  a  prisoner  for  debt,  in  whose  room  Wright  of  Hugh 
was  confined  till  he  was  executed  (the  gaol  being  burnt  down),  ^'^°*^^^ '» 
evidence  says  that  in  all  the  conversations  he  had  with  Wright 
(and  he  was  in  the  liabit  of  advising  and  reading  to  Wright)  that 
Wright  never  once  mention'd  Nicholls's  name  to  him. 

Thos.  Smith's  (Cap'u  McAi-thur's  servant)  evidence  is  what  he  of  Thomas 
heard  Wm.  Wright  (brother  to  Saml.  Wright  that  was  executed)  ^"^^^ ' 
say  his  brother  told  him,  and  which  Wm.  Wright,  when  call'd 
upon,  possitively  swears  he  never  said. 

Capt.  McArthur's  evidence  is  what  his  servant,  Thos.  Snyth, 
told  him. 

Wm.  Babnain,  Elsq., — evidence  says  that  H.  Kable,  chief  con-  of  Sumon 
8tahle»  informed  him  that  Nicholls  told  Kable  where  the  tobacco  ^"^°- 
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was,  and  that  Kable  expressed  himself  much  oblig'd  to  Nicholls 
for  the  information. 

Here  closed  the  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  a  com- 
bination of  hearsays  from  one  person  to  another. 

After  the  prisoner  had  read  his  defence,  he  proceeded  to  call 
upon — 

John  Wm.  Lancashire,  who  swears  he  was  at  work  in  Nicholls's 
house  on  Sunday  morning,  when  the  servant  of  NichoUs  told  his 
master,  in  the  hearing  of  Lancashire,  that  two  men  wanted  to 
leave  so^ne  tobacco  there  that  morning,  which  he  had  refus'd,  on 
which  they  went  away ;  and  that  he  since  had  heard  Mrs.  MuUett 
had  been  robb'd  of  some  tobaccoe.  In  consequence  of  this  in- 
fonnation,  Nicholls  dispatch'd  Lancashire  for  Kable,  the  chief 
constable,  to  inform  him  of  the  circumstance,  which  is  coniirni'd 
by  Kable's  evidence  on  the  prosecution.  This  evidence,  with  the 
corroboration,  I  think  must  have  remov'd  every  doubt,  if  any 
doubt  remain'd. 

Saml.  Sparks,  a  prisoner  in  the  gaol  with  Wright,  swears  he 
never  heard  Wright  mention  Nicholls's  name. 

Jas.  Fealon  and  Thos.  Colley — evidence  only  goes  to  estabh'sh 
the  threats  of  Broomfield  to  have  his  revenge  of  Nicholls. 

Jas.  Wass  was  in  the  cart  with  Wright  when  going  to  be  exe- 
cuted, and  swears  he  never  heard  him  mention  Nicholls's  name, 
which  is  sworn  to  on  the  prosecution  by  the  executioner. 

Willm.  Wright,  brother  to  Saml.  Wright  that  was  executed 
for  the  robbery,  produc'd  the  last  will  of  his  deceas'd  brother,  in 
which  everything  his  brother  had  is  left  to  him,  Wm.  Wright 
Four  debts  are  mentioned  in  the  will,  but  Nicholls's  name  is  not 
mention'd.  He  likewise  depos'd  that  his  brother  had  inform'd 
him  verbally  of  those  four  debts  stated  in  the  will,  on  the  momin«j 
he  was  executed,  at  which  time  he  ask'd  liis  brother  if  NichoU;* 
did  not  owe  him  some  money,  having  heard  it  reported  that 
Nicholls  did,  who  repli'd,  "  No,  he  did  not ;  that  he  never  had 
dealings  of  any  kind  with  Nicholls";  that  his  brother  told  him 
that  himself  and  Baylis  had  wheeFd  the  tobacco  into  the  yard  of 
Nicholls's  house,  out  of  the  sight  of  two  men  who  were  coming 
that  way,  and  who  they  suspected  to  hs  constables,  and  that  they 
afterwards  wheel'd  it  to  the  rocks,  where  it  was  found.  He  farther 
depos'd  the  day  before  his  brother  suffer'd  he  was  in  conversation 
with  Thos.  Smith  (who  gave  an  evidence  on  the  prosecution),  who 
desir'd  the  witness  to  advise  his  brother  to  bring  Nicholls  to  justice 
about  the  tobacco,  to  which  his  reply  was  that  hLs  brother  had  not 
told  him  anything  about  Nicholls.  Concieving  tliis  to  be  the 
fact,  was  there  ever  a  stronger  evidence  in  favor  of  a  prisoner  given 
before  a  Court  of  justice  ? 

James  Underwood,  the  next  evidence,  depos'd  that  Jos.  Taylor 
(an  evidence  on  the  prosecution)  had  told  him  that  Baylis  was  so 
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soft  and  easy  a  fellow  that  had  he  known  anything  about  the  tobacco  1709 
being  sold  to  NichoUs  that  Baylis  would  have  told  him  of  it.  The  21  Feb. 
witness  then  replied  to  Taylor  that  he  supposed  there  was  nothing 
in  it,  to  which  Taylor  answered  no,  and  that  Baylis  never  did  tell 
him.  I  think  if  this  evidence  is  compared  with  that  of  Taylor's 
it  will  appear  what  confidence  can  be  put  in  Taylor's  testimony, 
Underwood  bearing  a  very  excellent  character. 

The  Revd.  Richd.  Johnson,  the  next  evidence,  depos'd  that  he  Evidence  of 
attended  SamL  Wright  constantly  after  his  condemnation  and  at  SSJiTOn  • 
his  execution ;  that  he  repeatedly  exhorted  him  to  a  confession  of 
what  he  knew  concerning  the  late  robberys,  &c.  His  reply  was 
that  he  had  no  other  confession  to  make  but  that  of  his  own 
guilt,  and  that  he  never  mentioned  the  name  of  Nicholls  to  him. 
I  think  it  may  be  fairly  inferred  that  had  Nicholls  been  guilty, 
and  Wright  had  wish'd  to  have  made  it  known,  the  two  most 
likely  persons  for  him  to  have  made  it  known  to  would  have  been 
his  brother  and  the  clergyman  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  has  not 
spoke  of  Nicholls  but  to  his  brother,  and  that  was  to  declare  he 
never  had  dealings  of  any  kind  with  Nicholls. 

Chas.   Gardner,  the  following  evidence,  an  overseer  employ 'd  of  Charles 
under  Nicholls  for  two  years  and 'a  half,  deposeth  that  he  con-  ^"'**"®»"- 
stantly  had  access  to  the  house  of  Nicholls  at  all  times  for  orders, 
Ac.,  and  that  he  never  saw  any  such  characters  as  Wright  and 
Baylis  about  the  house,  or  anything  that  would  lead  him  to  suppose 
anything  was  carrying  on  that  was  not  strictly  proper. 

The  Governor,  )  ^i         xt-  i.  n  i.  1 

^     f   T  1,    f  f  Gave  Nicholls  a  most  exemplary 

Mr.  Smyth,  Provost-Martial,   j      character.  P*5«"^" 

•^      '  '    '  to  character. 

Wm.^Sr.Tklr;'*'''''*^'''      [  ^f7  neighbours,  who  spoke  as  to 
D.  Cupit,  dealer,  j      his  exemplary  conduct. 

After  giving  this  trial  a  most  serious  perusal,  considering  every  waterhouse 
circumstance  most  attentively,  I  am  the  more  confirmed  in  my  SichS*^  ^' 
opinion  that  the  smallest  shadow  of  guilt  cannot  bo  attached  to  innocence. 
Isaac  Nicholls.     I  have  always  understood  it  was  lay'd  down  as  a 
rule  to  both  Judges  and  Juries  "  that  where  any  case  is  dubious, 
altho'  supported  by  a  variety  of  circumstances,  that  it  is  their 
indispensable  duty  to  find  a  verdict  favourable  to  the  prisoner." 
I  must  likewise  mention  that  I  had  been  absent  from  Sydney  three 
weeks,  and  only  return'd  to  it  the  evening  before  the  trial  com- 
menced, and  consequently  could  not  have  had  any  knowledge  of 
the  circumstances  by  which  I  could  have  been  in  the  smallest 
degree  influenc'd  ;  and  it  is  my  firm  opinion  he  is  an  object  well 
worthy  of  your  Excellency's  clemency. 

H.  Waterhouse. 
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1799      moBt  exorlntant  prices  to  the  lowest  orders  of  the  sutlers  and  to 

sMaMii.    convicts,  and  that  the  profit  received  on  such  articles  is  often  at 

the  rate  of  one  hundred  shillings  for  one,  I  am  directed  by  the 

Ck>mmander-in-0hi6£  to  make  known  to  you  the  above  oirciua- 

to  be^Seid^    stances,  an  investigation  of  which  has  indeed  already  been  directed 

by  his  Grace,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  who  are  the  officers  that 

have  transgressed,  and  to  bring  them  to  punishment.     His  Royal 

Highness,  however,  considers  it  of  such  importance  that  no  means 

should  be  neglected  which  may  tend  to  check  in  future  abuses  of 

so  infamous  a  nature,  and  in  every  respect  so  pernicious  to  his 

Majesty's  service  and  so  injurious  to  the  character  of  a  British 

officer,  that  he  is  under  the  necessity  of  desiring  th&t  you  will 

^t*rato*^   embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  of  proceeding  to  join  your  regi- 

the  colony,    ment,  where,  it  is  hoped,  your  presence  will  materially  coatribate 

in  some  measure  to  restore  the  credit  which  has  hitherto  attached 

to  the  character  of  a  British  officer,  but  which  has  in  this  instance 

been  sullied.  I  have,  iSrc, 

RoBT.  Bbownbigg. 

The  Tbansport  Commissionebs  to  TJnoeb  Secrbta&t  Kixo. 

Sir,  Transport  Office,  6th  March,  1799. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  21st  ult.  signifying  to  us 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland's  desire  that  we  should  take  into 
our  consideration  a  proposal  submitted  by  Mr.  James  Duncan  in 
Transports,   behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  Friendship  and  Lux  St.  Anna,  two 
ships  taken  up  on  account  of  the  Irish  Government  for  the  con- 
veyance of  about  300  convicts  to  New  South  Wales,  relative  to 
the  provision  of  a  proper  guard  for  each  ship,  we  request  you  to 
inform  his  Grace  that,  upon  mature  deliberation,  we  concetve  it 
Guards  for    will  be  more  safe  that  a  guard  should  be  furnished  as  usual  by  the 
t  e  voyaflfe.   ^^^  Department  of  this  country,  and  that  twenty  rank  and  file, 
with  their  necessary  officers,  will  be  the  proper  number  for  each 
ship  on  this  service.    We  also  request  you  to  move  his  Grace  that 
orders  may  be  speedily  issued  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  pro- 
vision, as  the  ships  will  very  shortly  be  ready  to  sail  for  Cork  for 
the  reception  of  the  convicts  intended.         We  have,  <kc., 

Ambrose  Seble. 
John  Schakck. 

Wm.  a.  Otway. 

Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Under  Secretary  King. 

SMarah.        Sir,  Portsmouth,  8th  March,  1799. 

The  disposal  In  consequ^ico  of  the  communication  you  have  made  to  me 

ment^Btoris.  J^osp^cting  the  colony  in  New  South  Wales,  I  feel  it  a  duty  en- 
cumbent on  me  to  propose  such  an  arrangement  as  might  probably 
remove  some  of  the  evils  complained  of,  which  has  been  partly 
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intimate  with,  and  seldom  had  spoken  to  !  Au  instance  of  audacity  1700 
seldom  paralleled,  and  totally  different  from  his  former  caution.  21  Feb. 
And  what  a  message  does  Nichols  send  to  this  evidence  and  the 
deceased,  Samuel  Wright  1 — **That  the  tobacco  was  placed  between 
two  rocks,  near  the  new  house  building  for  Mr.  Moore,  and  if 
they  chose  to  go  for  it  they  might."  This  was  parting  in  an  easy 
manner,  indeed,  with  what  he  had  run  such  a  risk  in  receiving. 

Notwithstanding  these  inconsistencies,  let  us  see  what  is  opposed  Dissecting 
to  this  evidence.  It  is  admitted  by  the  prisoner  that  a  basket  of  dence!* 
tobacco  was  wheeled  into  his  yard;  but  according  to  William 
Wright  (brother  of  the  deceased),  "  it  was  untill  such  time  as  two 
men,  whom  they  took  to  be  constables,  went  past,"  after  which 
they  concealed  it  between  the  rocks.  Now,  in  such  case,  men 
would  turn  aside  into  any  man's  yard,  and  the  more  respectable 
he  was  t^e  more  they  would  be  sheltered  from  suspicion.  This 
testimony  of  Wm.  Wright  is  no  more  than  what  his  brother  had 
told  him  ;  but  it  accords  exactly  with  Henry  Kable's  evidence  of 
the  message  which  Nichols  sent  to  him  and  his  conversation  with 
Nichols  afterwards.  And  John  Wm.  Lancashire  deposes  that  he 
heard  the  servant  tell  the  prisoner,  his  master,  of  the  tobacco 
being  brought  into  the  yard,  and  the  concomitant  circumstances, 
and  that  he  carried  the  message,  agreeing  exactly  with  Kable  and 
Wright. 

On  closing  this  evidence  of  Richard  Bay  lis,  we  have  one  testi-  character 
mony  for  any  part  of  it  that  we  can  believe.  But  in  what  quality  ^nfor^er. 
does  this  witness  come  forward  ?  By  his  own  confession  he  was 
an  accomplice  in  this  and  a  previous  robbery  of  Mrs.  Mullet,  and, 
if  I  recollect  right,  in  the  first  robbery  also.  He  was  admitted 
as  a  King's  evidence — as  a  man  who  saves  his  own  life  by  impeach- 
ing others !  Such  is  the  light  in  which  this  deponent  and  his  evi- 
dence appeared  to  me,  and  such  is  the  deponent  and  the  evidence 
upon  which  this  prosecution  principally  rests. 

Passing  over  the  evidence  of  James  Mansfield,  as  being  too 
vague  and  uncertain  to  draw  any  conclusion  from,  I  will  proceed 
to  examine  the  most  material  hearsay  evidence.  That  of  James  Hearsay 
Remnant  has  no  relation  to  the  prisoner  Nichols ;  but  it  serves  to  «^*<*«°c«- 
contradict  Joseph  Taylor,  for  he  swears  to  have  received  a  certain 
message  from  Taylor,  to  be  delivered  to  Richard  Baylis,  at  Toon- 
gabbe,  which  message  Taylor  denies  giving  to  him.  But  Baylis 
acknowledged  to  have  received  such  a  message,  although  it  does 
not  appear  in  the  minutes  of  the  Court. 

Of  Joseph  Taylor's  evidence,  besides  the  above  contradiction,  Credibility 
I  would  ask  whether  it  is  at  all  probable  that  the  chief  overseer,  evident!!'* 
let  his  principles  be  what  they  might,  should  address  a  man  of 
such  character  as  this  evidence  in  the  open  street,  without  any 
reserve  or  cautionary  preface,  upon  a  subject  that  so  nearly  con- 
cerned his  liberty  and  property?     At  the  same  time,  let  it  be 
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and  whose  character  was  never  blemished  until  that  unfortunate 
period  of  my  life  I  made  the  breach.  That  your  EaceUenej'B 
petitioner  lived  with  Mr.  Robert  Williams,  banker,  in  Bircliin-kne, 
London  (an  uncle  to  your  petitioner),  for  some  oonsidarable  tioie 
as  cash  clerk,  and,  prior  to  that,  captain's  clerk  on  board  the 
Mars,  74,  Sir  Ch's  Cotton,  com'dr,  but  owing  to  an  ill  state  «l 
health  was  necessitated  to  quit  the  service ;  besides  many  other 
situations  equally  great  in  the  Navy,  dsc.,  where  opportunities  ha?e 
offered  (had  my  inclination  been  that  way)  to  have  committed 
forgeries  for  so  many  thousands  of  pounds  instead  of  ahillingi^ 
for  which  I  am  now  unfortunately  committed. 

That  your  petitioner  begs  leave  to  inform  your  ExcelleiM^  that 
this  is  the  second  time  only  of  his  ever  been  tried  in  a  Court  of 
Justice,  the  first  of  which  caused  your  petitioner  seven  yean^ 
transportation ;  but  the  second  (and  last) — more  dreadfull  than 
the  former — sentenced  for  death.  Oh  !  horrid  name,  and  still  man 
horrid  the  further  stain  upon  my  distant  and  unhappy  frienda 

That  your  Excellency's  petitioner,  conscious  of  the  humane 
philanthropy  you  are  endowed  with  and  the  gracious  mercy  yot 
have  shewn  towards  the  unfortunate  in  a  like  situation,  mort 
humbly  beg  that  you  will  be  pleas'd  to  take  the  prayers  of  a  dyiiif 
youth  into  your  humane  consideration  and  be  pleas'd  to  examiiw 
the  minutes  of  my  trial,  where  your  Excellency  (I  trust  to  the 
Almighty)  will  find  something  favourable  in  my  behalf  that  mj 
life  might  be  spared  and  not  cut  off  in  the  blooming  flower  of  youth. 

That  your  ])etitioner  would  not  presume  to  vindicate  his  cauae 
after  conviction  did  he  know  himself  any  way  guilty,  but  beg 
leave  to  assure  your  ExceUency  that  the  charge  for  which  he  is 
convicted  he  is  innocent  of.  That  would  any  man  of  a  reasonable 
understanding  indorse  his  own  name  on  the  back  of  a  forged  note 
had  he  known  it  to  have  been  so?  That  after  being  given  to 
understand  by  Ch&  Davis  (when  I  shew  him  the  bill)  that  Mx: 
Stockdale  spell'd  his  name  with  a  double  U,  instead  of  the  sin^ 
one  then  on  the  bill,  I  was  not  willing  to  part  with  the  bill  entirely 
until!  I  had  seen  Mr.  Stockdale  to  have  shewn  him  the  bill,  as  yottr 
Excellency  will  find  by  my  trial  that  I  enquired  of  his  own  sh^ 
herd  when  he  was  coming  up;  that  he  informed  me  in  the  moraiiig; 
for  that  reason  I  did  not  wish  to  pay  it  away.  This  happened  on 
the  Friday  evening,  and  on  Sunday  I  was  made  prisoner,  tried  on 
the  day  following,  and  received  the  dreadfull  sentence  of  death- 
all  in  twenty-four  hours.  Had  I  an  idea  of  anything  but  that  vaj 
innocence  would  have  acquited  me,  I  would  have  endeavoured  to 
have  postpon'd  my  trial,  that  I  might  have  had  an  opportunity  d 
bringing  the  Lascar  forward,  which,  I  declare  to  my  God,  I  hai 
the  note  off  in  exchange. 

And  I  further  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  the  pi^- 
judice  that  as  been  borne  against  me  was  so  great  that  whatever 
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had  been  favourable  in  my  behalf  I  could  expect  no  other  sentence      1709 
than  what  I  have  received.     Had  I  not  have  come  forward  on     ^i  Feb. 
Ckiptn.  Cameron's  business,  and  not  have  troubled  the  comp'y  of 
comedians  (soldiers)  for  money,  for  my  painting  the  scenery,  I  a  scenic 
should  hope  to  have  received  a  far  different  sentence  to  what  I  have  "'^^ 
now. 

Your  Excellency's  petitioner  would  not  presume  to  excite  your 
attention  and  perusal  longer  than  necessity  dictates ;  but  the  hor- 
rid sentence  I  am  under  compels  me  to  humbly  beg  that  your 
ExceUency  wUl  be  pleased  to  give  ear  unto  my  prayer,  and  in 
pity  to  my  youth,  my  unhappy  parents  and  friends,  and  the  many 
censures  I  labor  under,  to  spare  me  my  life — my  life,  I  ask — as  the 
prayer  of  a  dying  youth,  now  waiting  that  moment,  which  is  in 
your  Excellency's  most  gracious  power,  and  whose  mercy  have  been  Hunter's 
extended  to  the  unfortunate,  who,  I  hope,  is  now  making  bright  leniency. 
and  flourishing  men.  Oh  !  may  the  Almighty  inspire  into  your 
mind  this  my  last  and  greatest  request.  Take  thy  life,  and  may 
the  remainder  of  thy  days  prove  more  happier  than  the  former 
have  miserable  and  unfortunate. 

Ever  would  I  return  fervent  prayers  to  the  Almighty — adore  my 
Creator — do  to  all  men  as  I  would  wish  to  be  done  unto ;  thus 
become  a  member  beneficial  to  sosciety,  and,  as  in  duty  bound, 
will  ever  pray.*  I  beg,  &c., 

John  William  Lancashire. 
Sydney  Joal,  April  2nd,  1799. 

[Enclosure  No.  8.] 

Rev.  R.  Johnson  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Hon'd  and  Dear  Sir,  Sydney,  24th  April,  1799. 

Understanding  that  my  name  has  been  mentioned  in  two  The 
letters — onef  in  a  letter  from  Lancashire  to  a  member  of  the  Court  J^JSj^of 
before  whom  he  had  been  tried ;  and  in  another  J  which  I  saw  the  attempt 
Nichols  addressed  to  the  members  of  a  Court  of  Inquiry  convened  JSiI^Kiu 
for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  certain 
reports  at  that  time  in  circulation,  and  which,  if  founded  in  truth, 
were  highly  mateiial  to  the  prisoner  Nichols,  who  had  been  con- 
victed before  the  Criminal  Court  just  then  dissolved, — I  beg  leave 
to  acquaint  you  with  the  business  to  which  Nichols  in  that  letter 
alludes. 

I  was  called  upon  by  Captain  McArthur,  and  by  him  informed 
that  Lancashire  either  had  made,  or  was  about  to  make,  a  con- 
fession to  Mr.  Bond,  relative  to  the  evidence  he  had  given  upon 
the  trial  of  Nichols,  and  desired  me  officially,  as  chaplain,  to  go 
-with  him  and  to  take  down  his  confession.     After  some  little 

*  Hunter  granted  this  petition.    See  footnotes  on  pp.  583,  001,  ante, 
t  Post,  p.  620.       X  Ante,  p.  010. 
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Mft/«rthur 
hnniat«ri«t. 


diac  -f'lumh  Hkybsr  innsiMf  nckzicviediced,  ahlHMi^ 
X  UMfi  ai^n  iDficar  in  die  niniirjfti,  ihac  hifr  was  lujc  as  ail  intimate 
'▼'xh.  ir  ji  The  iuuiic  if  mtmkimi.  "tl.  toe  pnsiHier.  Isaac  Ni^M^ 
-uift  writrninrij  rnmic  he  aev'S'  aa«t  ••xdiaiie^i  a  word  with  him 
ipca  "Be  -iahiet:^  in  inesGiiiL  biffi>F»  he  mec  hiat  in  the  ofien  street, 
a^  ■  u»ienhe?i  :n  die  ••vhienee;.  I  •^aonoc  per  anacioii  to  an j  part 
ic  thiit  3iaa  i  'xaxsnunry. 

Ti  die  'iepfliHCuiiis  'it  Junes  Lacey  ami  Richaid  Broomfield,  I 
ipiMue  tnaz:  'if  Sunnei  ScazkaL  -Xames  Fealoo.  and  Thomas  CoUej, 
ami  riiink:  diem  snfieienclj  asawor^i :  pranian^  that  the  memben 
of  die  Ccnr:  diac  tried  M^nria  belBeved  that  Lacej  was  certainly 
die  4a:;craer  ^il  die  ictlse  wioxeases  en  that  cccasioii. 

Ll  s^f^ihkhurcL  the  evidence  o£  Williafli  Jcihnaoii,  the  executioner, 
r  -irouid  ocaerre  '^has  samizel  Wri^t  must  haTe  had  great  mmitj 
no  zhji  prisoner,  if  we  are  to  beiieTe  the  eTidence  for  th»  prosecn- 
den  :  for  it  ^hoold  xem  he  conadered  Nichols  as  the  principal 
cassfe  of  a»  imtinielT  end.  This  bein^  the  case,  would  he  not,  by 
der^oiitiAa  bi^ore  a  maeistrate.  endeaToor  to  gratifr  his  rereiige, 
^fipeciall  J  when  that  and  the  canse  of  justice  so  exactly  coincided. 
Beit  no.  a  man  to  whom  it  would  be  of  little  use  to  tell  it, — one 
whom  the  t^ttj  sitiiaticHi  he  holds,  in  this  conntrr  at  least,  stamps 
ats  infamoGA. — ccmes  forward  and  savs  he  told  it  to  wte  /  It  is  to 
be  o^JHerve*l  that  the  el<er2jman,  who  is  also  a  magistrate,  was 
with  the  sai»i  Wri^jht  after  the  conversation  with  the  execntioner 
u  said  to  have  f massed.  A  confession  to  this  gentleman  might 
have  answered  hu  purpose,  but  he  never  mentioned  the  name  oi 
Nichols.  Can  we  believe  that  when  he  was  in  a  few  moments  to 
AofiVr  death,  that  if  he  had  considered  the  enormity  of  Nichols's 
condact  as  the  original  cause  of  his  unhappy  situation,  and  which 
at  this  time  must  have  been  vt^rv  fresh  in  his  memory,  that  he 
would  not  have  mentioned  it  1  It  appeared  to  me  too  great  an 
inconsLsteuce  at  that  time,  and  does  so  now. 

The  evidence  of  Joseph  Wass  and  Hugh  McDonald  say  nothing 
against  the  prisoner. 

Captain  John  MacArthur  relates  a  conversation  with  his  ser- 
vant, Tlioma-s  Smith,  which  no  doubt  took  place.  Admitting  even 
that  William  Wright  really  did  say  to  Thomas  Smith  what  the 
latter  deposes  upon  oath  he  did, — what  purpose  does  it  answer! 
William  Wright  was  not  upon  oath  when  he  said  it ;  and  if  he 
had  said  the  same  thing  before  the  Court  itself,  under  the  same 
circumstances,  he  would  not  have  been  believed  !  But  the  same 
Wright  upon  his  oath  declares  that  his  brother,  on  being  asked, 
denied  that  Nichols  owed  him  anything,  or  ever  had  anything 
of  him.  But  what  weighed  more  with  me  was  the  debts  owing 
to  the  deceased  ;  one  of  which  was  for  Brazil  tobacco,  acquired 
(tluTo  can  be  little  doubt)  by  the  same  means  as  that  which 
NicholH  is  said  to  have  bought.     But  no  mention  is  made  of  any 


k 


FLINDERS  ON   THE  TRIAL   OF   ISAAC  NICHOLS.  631 

debt  owing  to  him  from  the  latter,  although  the  executioner  says       1709 
the  deceased  Wright  considered  Nichols  to  owe  Iiim  more  than     21  Feb. 
£60. 

The  testimony  of  William  Balmain,  Esq.,  nearly  corroborates 
that  of  Henry  Kable  as  to  the  information  the  latter  received 
from  Nichols  ;  but  he  seems  to  have  undei*stood  it  as  descending 
more  into  particulars  than  it  really  did. 

The  evidences  to  the  character  of  the  prisoner  were  good,  and  Evidence 
spoke  highly  of  him.     On  considering  how  trifling  the  profit  in  ^icUS^.^"* 
retailing  this  tobacco  would  have  been,  when  put  in  competition  character. 
with  his  liberty,  his  property,  and  fail*  prospects  ;  that  there  was 
but  one  evidence  to  the  fact ;  that  this  evidence  was  in  the  worst 
of  all  situations  for  claiming  credit  to  his  storey,  and  that  the  storey 
itself  was  inconsistent.     I  could  not  possibly  find  him  guilty,  more 
especially  when  the  testimonies  intended  to  corroborate  it  were 
only  hearsay,  some  of  which  was  twice,  and,  in  one  instance,  three 
times  removed  from  the  original  speaker;  that,  independent  of  being 
hearsay,  it  abounded  with  incongruities,  was  contradicted  in  some  xhequestion 
cases  by  opposite  evidence,  and  the  storey  in  toto  by  the  proba-  j»?  p^edi 
bility  of  the  case ;  for  I  certainly  think  that  the  testimony  of  his     *  ^" 
neighbours  do  away  the  likelihood  of  his  having  been  concerned 
long  enough  as  a  receiver  to  have  made  it  worth  the  risk.     Upon 
these  circumstances  and  considerations  it  was  that  I  acquitted 
Isaac  Nichols  of  the  charges  brought  against  him. 

On  a  careful  perusal  of  the  minutes  of  the  Court  I  have  the 
satisfaction  of  discovering  an  additional  circumstanc(?  in  favour  of  Acircum- 
the  prisoner's  innocence,  which  may  perhaps  be  more  satisfactory  jjJSfois's 
still.     The  time  that  the  tobacco  was  found  by  Henry  Kable,  the  favour, 
constable,  makes  it  next  to  an  impossibility  that  the  prisoner 
could  have  conveyed  it  between  the  rocks.     As  far  as  can  be 
selected  from  the  times  in  Richard  Baylis's  evidence,  and  taking 
no  notice  of  two  Sundays  coming  together,  the  storey  he  means 
to  tell  is  that  the  tobacco  was  stolen  on  the  Saturday  night  or 
Sunday  morning,  and  that  soon  after  daybreak  on  the  same  morn- 
ing the  witness  had  wheeled  it  to  Isaac  Nichols's.     In  the  course    . 
of  the  day  he  was  taken  into  custody  on  suspicion,  and  on  the  next 
morning,  or  Monday,  was  liberated.     On  the  same  Monday,  in  the  contradic- 
evening,  he  was  informed  that  it  was  hid  between  the  rocks,  from  JJ^^Ba^ljlJ™ 
whence  we  are  to  infer  that  on  Sunday  night  some  time  the  prisoner  evidence. 
had  hid,  or  caused  to  be  hid,  the  tobacco  in  question.     But  it  was 
found  an  hour  and  a  half  before  sunset  on  Sunday  evening ;  conse- 
quently must  have  been  carried  there  very  early  in  the  morning, 
for  we  cannot  suppose  that  any  man  would  carry  such  a  thing  about 
to  hide  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  and  on  that  very  day  when  the 
hue  and  cry  was  out  after  it.     Nichols,  therefore,  certainly  could 
not  have  placed  it  where  it  was  found.     But  how  exactly  it  accords 
with  the  testimony  of  William  Wright  and  Lancashire — that  when 


ti:i  manmutcxL  kdcoksis  or  3anr  south  walks 


lilt  moDKaoMs  ^pse»  wkr  mg^ ''■■■  Ji  it  est  cf  Kidrals's  yaidud 
»  j;^       !niii:«9Li!tL  a;  aOi??^ 

TV  !Tr-nmifC*3e9t  ic  Jaa^  ILua&^l  arang  a  basket  of  iobaooo 
•m.  ai»  uiPCLina'  3>>  ^otaBT'  at   iwiwii  ior  lir  Hcbtt  Kable. 

A,*  I  isx»  fiMssa.  ^  mumff-  csRaBeHUoes  tkat  <lo  not  appear  in 

minnaf»»»  -zi  'M  •.<!«rs.  5s  sat  hoc  be  wmaas  to  infimii  yoar 

Jjszs^^'-j  lAikr.  I  Lk-r^-t  5?iivcmd  12  a  paper  to  tbe  Judge- Advocate 


I  mvdi  doabt  whether 
^  -vrfZ  t*^  «zciiSfM£  »:  istf  MBwtrsi,.  aad  mj  notes  apon  some  parts 
•  c  -Lie-  •^'^SsifCfl:*'^  ^v^cvxL^  11  jBaBgijffcic,  be  haufanifaiible,  I  srad  joar 
Eli:fIif5ji:T  lit*  f^usvixf  copr. 

Mattw.  Flisdeis. 


AAc<cr::'3LLL  Norss  kt  LomcsAXT  FLomsBS. 

4th  May,  1799. 
ThMits% sue  Os  «eTa7T'^*^5g  12M-  zBiasKif  <;<tf  tke  C^iBiiial  Court  that  tried  Isaac 
N>rfi>/ii^w  JT^i.  Mr.  nixxiers  Mii-f'  the  fofloving  remarks  on  them, 
•c:  sb^-'vinf  cbevi  u>  Capiam  Wafeerfaouse  he  agrees  to  thor 
^zh.  mad  thai  ihei-  cacht  10  be  nade  known  to  Ricdiani  Doce, 
Ect:^  Jod^e^AdviC^ate. 
^  ExTT^rc  frc«D  the-  trial  of  Richard  Verior  and  others: — ''Tlie 

0<:r:  dfictt^Mi  u^  the  prisaoer  Verior  that  it  was  [with]  regie! 
ibrT  &.:oTiii^'^i  a  character  ao  implicated  in  guilt,  bat  ibe  insofi- 
t^zicj  ':4  ^-Tidecc^  did  DC«t  warrant  a  difiKerent  verdict  acoording  to 
iav/  T'.  the  be«^  cc  my  recollection  the  Court  dechu«d  nothing 
t«  •  the  prisoner  Veviner  bat  that  he  was  aoqoitted.  They  did, 
iijOietetL  f-ri^nateiy  talk  of  his  gailt,  and  few  seemed  to  doobt  hb 
having:  >i.«aae  knowjedi^  of  the  n^bberv.  I  am  uncertain  whether 
the  Ci*urt  desired  the  Judge- Advocate  to  say  anything  of  this 
n:%rar^.  hat  certainly  it  never  was  said. 

It  aprieAr>  in  the  evidence  of  James  Remnant  that  he  deli^*ered 
a  certain  mess^sage  10  Richard  Baylis  at  Toongabbe,  which  he  was 
desired  to  do  by  Joseph    Taylor.     In  the  evidence  of  the  said 
jJ^^!^^  ^  J<«?eph  Taylor  it  is  denied  that  sach  a  message  was  sent.     But  it 
Tkjior  =*.-    d«>es  not  appear  in  the  minutes  of  the  Court  that  Richard  Baylis 
rehftbk.       acknowlediged  to  have  received  that  same  message,   which  he 
certainly  did  acknowledge.     To  the  best  of  my  recoUectioQ  hfb 
was  called  into  Court  a  second  time  and  asked  that  question,  the 
Ci»urt  having  perceived  the  disagreement  between  Remnant  and 
Taylor.     This  circumstance  is  the  mote  material  as,  in  my  opinioo, 
it  served  in  a  great  measure  to  do  away  the  evidence  of  the  afore- 
said Joseph  Taylor. 
Auoiui^oD.      Another  circumstance  also  appeared  in  the  eWdence  of  this 
witness  Tavlor,  which  I  do  not  find  taken  notice  of  in  the  minvtes 
of  the  Court.     He  acknowledged  to  questions  by  the  Court  thai 
he  was  not  at  all  intimate  with,  or  in  the  habit  of  speaking  to, 
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Nidiols,  and  particularly  that  he  never  had  exchanged  a  word       1790 
with  him  before  upon  the  subject  in  question  till  he  met  him     21  FcK 
in  the  street,  as  described  in  the  evidence.     This  destroyed  the 
probability  of  Taylor's  evidence^  in  my  opinion,  and  perhaps  of 
others  ;  therefore  it  is  material. 


Lieutenant  Kent  on  the  Trial. 

Observations  on  the  trial  of  Isaac  NichoUs,  principal  overseer  Kent's  ob- 
of  the  gangs  of  labourers  for  carrying  on  the  public  works  in  *®'^'^**°"*- 
the  town  of  Sydney,  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Greorge 
Johnson,  aid-de-camp  to  his  Excellency  John  Hunter,  Esqr., 
Captain-Creneral  and  Grovernor-in-Chief,  <S:c,   (kc.,   by  Lieu- 
tenant  William  Kent,    Commander   of  his   Majesty's   ship 
Supply,   one   of   the  members  who  voted  the   prisoner  not 
guilty. 
In   the   four  indictments   preferred    against  the  prisoner  he   is  Nichols  not 
called  a  labourer.    I  have  never  known  him,  during  the  three  *  ^*^"'^'- 
years  and  upwards  I  have  been  in  this  country,  in  a  situation 
that  could  authorize  classing  him  among  the  lower  order  of  the 
people  ;  he  has  ever  appeared  to   me   a   respectable   man   in   a 
respectable  situation. 

Richard  Bay  lis  (the   evidence   admitted  on   the  part  of  the  chancter  of 
Crown)  is  a  youth  of  uncommon  bad  character,  constsmtly  engaged  witneMfor 
in  some  degree  in  robberies,  and  in  the  habit  of  continually  living  ***®  Crown. 
in  places  frequented  by  housebreakers,  &a,  and  whilst  in  Sydney 
-he  generally  resided  in  the  dwelling  of  Joseph  Taylor,  which  is 
well  known  to  be  a  place  of  bad  fame. 

In  the  deposition  of  this  Bay  lis,  upon  the  trial  of  Collins,  Yan- 
derstein,  and  Chandler,  it  appears  Mrs.  Mullett's  house  was  broke 
open  on  tbe  Saturday  night,  or  early  on  Sunday  morning,  and  a 
<|uantity  of  tobacco  stolen  from  thence ;  that  Richard  Baylis  (by  circum- 
Uie  direction  of  Samuel  Wright,  one  of  the  thieves  some  time  ago  the^^berj-. 
executed  for  robbing  the  house  of  Simeon  Lord  in  this  town)  took 
one  of  the  baskets  of  tobacco  on  a  wheelbarrow,  and  oonvey'd  it, 
about  five  o'clock  on  the  Sunday  morning,  to  the  house  of  the 
prisoner,  Isaac  Nicholls,  where  he  inquired  of  the  servant  for  his 
roaster,  who  called  him  downstairs ;  Nicholls  asked  Baylis  where 
Samuel  Wright  was,  and  during  this  conversation  Wright  came  in  ; 
ihmt  Nicholls  and  Wright  conversed  together ;  that  the  witness 
heard  Nicholls  tell  Wright  if  he  would  come  in  the  evening  he 
would  pay  him  for  the  tobacco.     By  the  desire  of  Nicholls  the 
witness  deposited  the  tobacco  in  the  right-liand  roc«n  in  the  house. 
When  this  was  done  NichoUs's  servant  desired  Baylis  to  leave  Bayib's 
the  wheelbarrow  and  call  for  it  again,  lest  there  should  be  any  account. 
suspicion  alx>ut  the  tobacco.     A  few  hours  after  he  call'd  for  the 
wheelbarrow,  and  was  told  by  Nicholls's  woman  he  had  better 
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1790  I  shall  now  commence  with  the  different  evidences  in  support 

21  Feb.     ^^  ^^^  prosecution. 
—  James  Mansfield,  a  seaman  beloninnfi^  to   his   Majestys  ship 

Evideuceof    t>    ,.  C  •  u     i     x  »j  / 

James  Mans-  Heliance,   s wears  he  saw  a  man  carrying  a  basket  supposd  to 
neid.  contain  tobacco  on  the  Sunday  evening  up  the  rocks.     It  will  be 

necessary  here  to  elucidate  this  man's  evidence,  altho'  he  does  not 
mention  Nicholls's  name.  H.  Kable,  the  chief  constable,  found 
the  tobacco  about  four  o'clock  on  the  Sunday  afternoon  (it  was 
stole  that  morning),  and  plac'd  a  constable  to  watch  it,  for  tlie 
purpose  of  detecting  the  person  who  should  come  to  fetch  it  away, 
which  constable  was  so  negligent  of  his  duty  as  to  admit  a  man 
who  by  chance  saw  it  to  take  it  away  without  his  observing  him. 
H.  Kable,  finding  the  tobacco  gone  without  any  person  being 
detected,  went  immediately  in  quest  of  it,  and  found  it  in  a  house 
on  the  rocks.  Fearing  a  reprimand  for  negligence,  he  gave  this 
man  a  bottle  of  spirits  to  return  it,  and  it  was  again  placed  for 
the  purpose  of  detection.  The  person  who  by  chance  saw  it  and 
remov'd  it  must  have  been  the  person  whom  Mansfield  saw. 
statement  Henry  Kable,  the  chief  constable  and  the  next  evidence,  swears 
constabfe**^*  he  was  sent  for  by  Nicholls,  and  acquainted  by  him  that  two  men 
had  came  to  his  house  early  that  morning  and  wanted  his  servant 
to  lodge  some  tobacco  for  them,  which  he  refused  to  do,  but  directed 
them  to  a  public  warehouse,  but  on  their  leaving  the  house  ihej 
took  a  different  direction  (and  that  towards  where  the  tobacco  was 
found),  which  circumstance,  and  hearing  of  the  robbery,  made  him 
send  for  Kable  and  give  him  this  information. 

Jas.  Remnant  swears  he  delivered  a  message  from  a  man  (Joil 

Taylor)  to  Baylis,  concerning  Nicholls — which  Taylor  after  this 

anc^"^^     swears  he  never  sent,  but  which  Baylis  acknowledges  to  hsfe 

received  ;  it  is  evident  one  of  them  must  be  perjur'd. 
Evidence  of       Joseph  Taylor,  the  following  evidence,  besid's  denying  having 
TaHor  ^^^^  ^^®  message,  swears  that  Baylis  had  related  to   him  nearly 

what  he  had  depos'd  to  in  the  Court,  with  this  addition,  that 
Nicholls,  without  any  previous  acquaintance,  connection,  or  con- 
versation, came  u\)  to  Taylor  in  the  middle  of  the  street  at  noon- 
day, and  ask'd  him  (Taylor)  if  he  thought  Baylis  was  staunch, 
for  if  he  wsw  no  harm  could  happen  to  him  (Nicholls).  I  think 
it  very  inprobable  that  any  man  in  his  senses,  guilty  of  the  crime 
of  which  Nicholls  is  charg'd,  would  lay  himself  so  open  to  a 
stranger,  and  in  tliat  abrupt  manner — nay,  to  a  friend ;  he  most 
have  had  great  confidence  in  him. 
imiwrtancc  ■'-  ^^ust  here  again  advert  to  character,  for  in  a  colony  of  this 
of  character  kind,  compos'd  of  men  who  had  forfieted,  many  their  lives,  all 
evideJicel"*^  their  liberties  to  the  injur'd  laws  of  their  country  ;  amongst  whom 
perjury  is  not  consider'd  as  a  crime,  but  has  been  here  in  some 
instances  a  source  of  gain  ;  I  have  therefore  always  consider'd  ii 
as  necessary  to  pay  as  much  attention  to  the  general  characCar 
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Nicholls's  house  to  the  two  rocks  where  the  tobacco  was  found       1799 
but  on  the  main  road,  by  the  hospital  and  other  public  and  private     21  Feb. 
buildings,  along  which  many  people  must  have  been  parsing  and       — 
repassing.      I  therefore  say  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  a  person  wfSJ^oi 
of  NichoUs's  respectable  appearance  between  five  o'clock  in  the  ^^^^^ 
morning  and  two  hours  before  sunset  to  carry  so  bulky  an  article  secreted  the 
as  a  basket  of  Brazil  tobacco  along  the  road  without  being  par-  *®*'**^^- 
ticularly  observed. 

(Lieutenant  Kent  then  proceeds  to  comment  upon  the  various 
other  evidences  offered,  substantially  to  the  same  effect  as  Capt. 
Waterhouse  and  Mr.  Flinders.     He  concludes  in  these  words  : — ) 

The  only  evidence  who  pretends  to  speak  from  his  own  know-  Baviis  the 
ledge  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  against  Isaac  Nicholls  is  eviJenoT^ 
Richard  Bay  lis,  who  was  deeply  concerned  in  the  robbery  himself, 
and  acted  under  the  influence  of  fear,  as  appears  by  his  answer  to 
the  nineth  question  put  to  him  by  the  prisoner. 

The  rest  of  the  evidence  is  hearsay,  some  from  a  second,  and  Hearsay  evi- 
even  from  a  third  hand ;  and  much  surprized  am  I  they  should  properly 
have  Ijeen  taken  and  put  upon  the  minutes  of  the  Court.     It  is  admitted. 
unnecessary  for  me,  I  conceive,  to  make  any  observations  on  the 
prisoner's  defence,  or  the  evidence  he  brought  forward  in  support 
of  it.     I  voted  the  prisoner,  Isaac  Nicholls,  not  guilty  from  the 
most  perfect  conviction  of  his  innocence ;  and  if  it  had  appear'd  to 
me  there  was  a  chance  of  his  guilt,  I  should  still  have  doubted 
there  being  sufficient  legal  e^ddence  to  convict. 

These  few  observations  are  humbly  and  respectfully  submitted 
to  his  Excellency  Governor  Hunter  by  his  most  obedient,  humble, 
and  devoted  servant,  W.  Kent. 

Under  Secretary  King  to  The  Transport  Commissioners. 
Gentlemen,  Whitehall,  23rd  February,  1799.  23  Feb. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  finding  that  some  time  will  elapse 
before  the  Porpoise  can  sail  for  New  South  Wales,  and  his  Grace 
understanding  that  there  is  a  fast-sailing  whaler  called  the  Walker  The  Walker, 
fitting  in  the  river  to  carry  stores  to  that  colony,  which  has  been 
taken  up  by  the  Board  for  that  purpose,  I  am  directed  to  desire 
that,  exclusive  of  the  articles  which  the  Walker  is  to  carry  out, 
you  will  be  pleased  to  give  the  necessary  orders  that  the  persons 
as  per  margin,*  with  about  eight  tons  of  baggage,  be  received  on 
board  the  W^alker  for  a  passage  to  New  South  Wales,  to  be  pro-  passenRera 
perly  accommodated,  and  the  master  of  the  ship  to  be  furnished  ^^^  Sydney. 
with  a  sufficiency  of  provisions  for  the  above  persons  from  the 
Comm'rs  of  Victualling,  at  the  ration  issued  to  the  Navy,  for  seven 
months,  any  remains  to  be  returned  to  the  stores  at  Port  Jackson, 

•  ••  Lt,-Govr.  King,  Mrs.  Kinir,  Philip  King,  Elizh.  King,  Jane  Dundas,  Jb.  Nairea,  J. 
Cay  ley,  Rev.  W.  Haddock."  Liciitenant-Oovemor  King  did  not  embark  on  the  Walker. 
He,  with  his  family,  Caley  the  botanist,  and  others,  sailed  in  the  transport  Speedy,  arriving 
at  Sydney  on  15th  April,  1800. 
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24  March. 

Barrack 
utensils  and 
furniture. 


Distribution 
thereof. 


Appoint- 
ment of  an 
aide-de- 
camp. 


Captain 

Jonnslone. 


With  respect  to  there  being  no  regulation  in  regard  to  barrack 
utensils  and  furniture  for  the  military  doing  duty  in  that  settle- 
ment, his  Grace  is  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  adviseable  that 
his  Hoyal  Highness  should  be  moved,  previous  to  Lieut. -Colonel 
Faterson's  departure,  to  order  him  to  confer  with  the  Barrack- 
master-General  on  this  subject^  in  order  that  a  regular  list  or 
statement  may  be  formed  of  the  utensils  and  furniture  which  at 
stated  periods  may  have  been  or  may  be  necessary  for  the  New 
South  Wales  Corps,  upon  its  present  establishment,  and  that  such 
articles  may  be  accordingly  from  time  to  time  sent  from  hence  by 
order  of  the  Barrack-master-General.  In  doing  this  the  Duke  of 
Portland  concludes  that  his  Royal  Highness  will  deem  it  neces- 
sary that  the  Barrack-raaster-General  should  be  instructed  to  con- 
sider whether  the  articles  in  question  may  not  be  deposited  under 
proper  custody  in  the  settlement,  and  distributed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  without  having  recourse  to  any 
additional  establishment,  which  it  would  be  extremely  desireable  to 
avoid. 

With  respect  to  the  appointment  of  an  aide-decamp,  altho' 
his  Grace  is  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  of  service  in  the  govern- 
ment of  so  distant  and  so  peculiarly  circumstanced  a  colony,  and 
where,  upon  that  account,  the  Governor  is  vested  with  extraordi- 
nary powers,  that  his  establishment  should  carry  at  all  times  a 
military  appearance,  yet  if  his  Koyal  Highness  conceives  there 
are  any  material  objections  to  such  an  appointment,  it  by  no 
means  appears  to  his  Grace  so  necessary  as  absolutely  to  require 
its  being  continued.  As  to  the  question  of  what  rank  the  officer 
may  be  who  is  to  be  appointed  aide-de-camp,  his  Grace  submits 
it  entirely  to  his  Royal  Highness. 

Inclosed  I  am  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  transmit^  for 
the  more  particular  information  of  his  Royal  Highness,  an  extract 
of  a  letter  from  Governor  Hunter,  in  consequence  of  his  having 
appointed  an  aide-decamp,  together  with  an  extract  of  one  from 
his  Grace  in  answer  thereto,  so  far  as  relates  to  that  question,* 

I  am,  &C., 

J.  King. 


Purchasing 
boring-toou. 


Sib  Joseph  Banks  to  The  Navy  Board.     (Banks  Papers.) 

25  March.        Honorable  Gentlemen,  25th  March,  1799. 

On  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  which  came  to  my  hands  on 
Friday  evening,  I  immediately  sent  for  Mr.  Wapshot,  the  only 
person  resident  in  London  who  makes  boring- rods.  I  purpose, 
if  you  approve,  to  purchase  from  him  one  set,  and  to  provide 
another,  if  found  necessary,  in  some  part  of  England  where  coal- 

"  Hunter  appointed  Captain  Oeorse  JohnBtone.— See  Government  and  General  Order, 
17th  September,  1706,  ante,  p.  137 ;  Hunter  to  Portland,  12th  November,  1796,  ante,  pc  176  ; 
and  Portland's  reply,  18th  September,  1798,  ante,  p.  490. 
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mly  the  ability  to  raise  small  crops  are  refused,  and  consequently  1790 
ire  obliged  to  seU  their  produce  to  hucksters  at  the  low  rate  above  20  Feb. 
nentionecL 

This  is  the  substance  of  the  communications  which  have  been  ^"^P*^^^* 
nade  to  me,  and  although,  as  I  have  already  told  you,  I  cannot  thTcharges. 
relieve  them  to  be  generally  well-founded,  and,  least  of  all,  that 
jfou  yourself  have  any  participation  in  these  malversations,  yet 
bhat  the  practice  of  them  should  in  any  degree  be  imputed  to 
^our  Government  is  a  circumstance  which  gives  me  great  pain  and 
uneasiness,  more  particularly  when  I  advert  to  the  very  strong 
And  specific  instructions  which  were  given  you  on  your  going  to 
your  Government,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  possible  existence 
of  most  of  the  evils  above  mentioned ;  and  that,  moreover,  you 
hare  from  time  to  time  received  further  directions  for  enforcing 
fchem  to  the  utmost  of  your  power. 

If  those  instructions  and  directions  have  been  attended  to,  inatruc- 
many  of  the  charges  above  mentioned  cannot  exist.     Moreover,  jt^^ed. 
without  reference   to   those   charges,    I  must  observe  that  the 
operation  of  those  instructions  could  not  but  have  a  most  salutary 
effect  in  providing  in  a  great  degree  for  the  subsistence  of  the 
settlement,  and  I  cannot,  therefore,  but  observe  with  surprize  the 
great  amount  of  the  bills  which  have  been  drawn  by  you  for  Expenae  of 
ezpences,   of  which  a  considerable  portion  ought  to  have  been  fuwit***^ 
defrayed  by  the  labour  of  the  convicts  belonging  to  the  Crown 
had  they  been  employed  conformably  to  those  instructions,  and 
that  those  bills  have  been  sent  over  unaccompanied  by  the  proper 
vouchers,  wherein  you  must  be  sensible  that  you  have  rendered 
yourself  personally  answerable  until  those  accounts  are  passed  by 
the  proper  departments  which  are  competent  to  that  service.     It 
behoves  you,  therefore,  to  lose  no  time  in  putting  these  accounts 
into  a  proper  train  to  be  settled  ;  and  it  is  no  less  material,  and 
I  cannot  too  strongly  impress  upon  you  the  duty  and  necessity  a  refutation 
of  satisfying  me  of  the  falsehood  or  futility  of  the  charges  which  J^^es  re- 
have  been  made  against  you  by  furnishing  me,  without  delay,  quired. 
with  such  Public  Orders  that  have  been  issued  by  you  as  contain 
the  r^^ations  under  which  grain  has  been  received  into  the 
public  stores,  by  which  I  am  persuaded  it  will  appear  that  the 
market  has  been  left  as  open  as  possible  to  every  description  of 
settler. 

You  will  also  transmit  to  me  copies  of  such  other  public  docu- 
ments touching  the  established  regulations  of  your  Government 
as  will  refute  the  other  assertions  which  have  been  made  to  your 
injury. 

And  with  respect  to  the  officers  being  allowed  to  sell  or  retail  ^^^"  ^ 
spirits  or  other  articles  (exclusive  of  the  produce  of  the  land  or 
opround  allotted  to  them)  as  above  stated,  it  is  so  utterly  incon- 
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1799      sistent  with   their   professional   character,  and  with  the  duties 

26  Feb.     annexed  to  it,  that  I  cannot  allow  myself  to  suppose  that  yon  can 

have  let  a  suspicion  of  it  remain  unsatisfied.     But,  should  your 

tenderness  for  the  profession  have  so  far  prevailed  as  to  have 

induced  you  to  suspend  the  investigation  of  it,  I  desire  that  no 

further  time  may  be  lost,  and  that  you  will  immediately  proceed 

An  inquiry    to  institute  an  inquiry,  in  the  course  of  which,  if  it  should  be 

to  be  held,    proved  by  the  deposition  of  creditable  witnesses  that  any  officer 

has  transgressed  in  this  respect,  you  wiU  take  the  first  opportunity 

of  sending  him  home,   together  with  evidence   in  proof  of  the 

charges,  to  be  laid  before  the  Commander-in-Chief,  to  whom  I 

shall  not  fail  to  communicate  a  copy  of  this  dispatch. 

I  am,  drc., 

Portland. 

P.S. — I  take  this  opportunity  of  informing  you  that  his  Majesty 
Lieutenant-  l^*^  been  graciously  pleased  to  appoint  Lieutenant-Governor  King 
Governor      to  succeed  you  in  your  Government  in  case  the  same  shall  become 
vacant  by  your  death  or  absence. — P. 


Government  and  General  Order. 
28  Feb.  28th  February,  1799. 

The  Governor  having  received  information  from  various  quarters 
that,  in  direct  disobedience  of  Public  Orders,  and  in  defiance  of  the 
consequences  of  detection,  several  persons  in  different  parts  of 
P^jya^te  this  colony  have  taken  the  liberty  of  erecting  stills*  and  providii^ 
materials  for  the  purpose  of  distilling  spirituous  liquors.  As  it 
is  well  known  to  the  whole  colony  that  this  destructive  practice 
has  long  been  forbidden  in  this  settlement,  and  under  the  im- 
mediate authority  of  every  officer  who  has  commanded  in  it,  it 
is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  more  on  the  subject  than  to  call  on 
Officers  to  the  aid  and  exertion  of  the  whole  body  of  officers,  whether  civil, 
preaSon^and  niilitary,  or  naval,  in  suppressing  it ;  and  to  desire  that  wherever 
detection  of  they  may  understand  it  continues  to  be  carried  on,  or  attempted, 
they  may  use  every  means  in  their  power  to  detect  the  guilty  person, 
and  to  seize  or  destroy  the  utensils  they  may  have  provided  for  a 
purpose  so  certainly  calculated  to  ruin  the  present  healthy  state  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  territory.  All  constables,  watchmen,  and 
other  persons  are  hereby  strictly  enjoined,  wherever  they  may  liave 
cause  to  suspect  this  hidden  trade  is  carried  on,  to  make  the  same 
known  to  any  magistrate  or  other  officer,  in  order  that  steps  be 
regularly  pursued  for  bringing  any  opposition  to  these  Orders  to 
proof.  If  those  persons  who  shall  presume  to  carry  on  this  noxioos 
work  after  this  information  do  happen  to  be  free  people,  evay 

*  An  order  of  sioiiUur  purport  vi-as  issued  by  Huiiter  on  23rd  JMiaavy,  1796 (ante,  pi  lOX  '^^ 
which  the  Duke  of  Portland  expressed  his  approval  (ante,  p.  196). 
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indulgence  they  may  have  hitherto  received  from  Government       1799 
shall  be  immediately  withdrawn,  and  they  shall  be  ordered  to  quit     28  Feb. 
this  colony  by  the  earliest  opportunity.     If  a  convict,  they  will       — 
receive  such  treatment  for  their  disobedience  as  their  conduct,  in 
the  opinion  of  a  Court,  may  appear  to  merit. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

GoVERyMENT   AND   GENERAL   OrDER. 

5th  March,  1799.  5  March. 

Parole — Brilliant.  Cou  ntersign — Victory. 

The  Governor  having  received  by  the  ship  Rebecca,  from  the  Cape 
Good  Hope,  authentic  information  of  another  most  brilliant  victory 
gained  by  the  British  fleet,  under  the  command  of  that  distinguished 
officer  Admiral  Sir  Horatio  Nelson,  over  that  of  the  French,  off 
Alexandria,  in  the  Mediterranean,  he  has,  therefore,  believing  Aboukir 
that  such  intelligence  wou*d  be  highly  gratifying  to  the  inhabitants  ^J- 
of  this  colony  in  general,  thought  proper  to  give  a  few  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  that  glorious  event  in  the  Public  Orderly  Book. 
The  battle  was  fought  on  the  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  days  of  August 
last.     The  French  were  superior  in  the  size  of  their  ships  and 
number  of  guns.     They  had  been  employed  in  transporting  the  Particulars 
French  army,    under  General   Buonaparte,    into   Egypt,    which  ^l^l 
country  they  intended  to  conquer  ;  but  have  received  some  severe 
checks  from  the  Turks  and  Arabs,  and  are  now  much  divided  and 
discontented.     The  defeat  and  capture  of  their  fleet  occasioned  the 
total  destruction  of  all  their  transports,  so  that  they  are  now  cut 
oflf  from  any  retreat  into  France. 

Nine  sail  of  the  line  were  taken,  two  sail  were  blown  up,  and 
two  sail  only  made  their  escape. 

It  is  also  confidently  asserted  at  the  Cape  that  the  French  had 
landed  in  Ireland  ten  thousand  men ;  that  they  had  been  completely 
cut  off  by  the  Marquis  Corn wal lis,  who,  it  is  probable  from  this 
account,  is  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  in  Ireland. 

Ordered  to  fire  from  the  battery  a  royal  sallute. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

The  Horse  Guards  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Paterson. 

Sir,  Horse  Guards,  6th  March,  1799.         o  March. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  having  stated  to  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  that  the  most  serious  representations  have  been  made  to  his 
Grace  of  the  abuses  which  are  practiced  and  countenanced  by  the 
oi&cers  of  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  who,  among  other  instances 
of  impropriety,  are  stated  to  be  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  spirits  Tiie  traffic 
and  other  articles  in  New  South  Wales  and  retailing  them  at  the  °  ^^*  ^** 


654 


HISTORICAL   BEGOSDS   OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


Port 
regulations. 


Caley*! 

financial 

difficulties. 


X790      and  to  be  afterwards  regularly  entered  in  a  proper  book  for  that 

10  April,    purpose.    Copies  of  these  returns,  attested  by  the  Governor  for 

the  time  being,  are  to  be  transmitted  half-yearly  to  this  office,  with 

duplicates  to  the  Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade  and  Foreign 

Plantations. 

In  order  that  such  returns  may  be  perfectly  correct,  no  vessel  is 
to  bo  allowed  to  land  any  article  or  to  break  bulk  before  the  return 
of  such  vessel  and  of  her  cargo  is  filled  up  in  conformity  to  the 
mode  prescribed,  and  properly  attested  by  the  master 

This  measure  will  be  of  the  greatest  use  in  preventing  the  im- 
portation of  spirits  without  your  licence  first  obtained  for  that 
purpose,  and  will  afford  you  the  opportunity  of  regulating  both 
the  entries  and  sales  of  such  articles  as  shall  be  allowed  to  be 
imported  into  the  colony,  in  such  a  manner  as  tg  prevent  all 
monopoly,  and  afford  the  inhabitants  an  opportunity  of  purchasing 
the  same  at  a  fair  and  reasonable  price.  I  am,  <fec., 

Portland. 

G.  Caley  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks.     (Banks  Papers.) 

Sir  Joseph,  Portsea,  10th  April,  1799. 

By  being  detained  so  long  causes  me  to  trouble  you  with  a 
letter  that  is  not  agreeable  to  my  mind.  What  money  I  had  pre- 
served as  thinking  would  be  sufficient  for  to  supply  such  wants 
as  might  occur  when  having  left  England  has  been  exhausteil 
here,  though  I  have  been  favored  with  victuals  by  Govr.  King,  for 
which  I  have  done  some  trifling  matters.  After  reckoning  up  the 
expense  of  lodgings  and  other  occurences,  I  could  live  as  cheap  at 
Chelsea  and  purchase  everything.  Indeed,  I  look  upon  Portsmouth 
as  a  watering-place,  where  they  make  the  summer  provide  for  the 
winter;  that  is,  it  not  being  a  place  of  much  traffic  in  the  time  of 
peace,  the  deflciency  is  made  up  in  war-time. 

Having  now  heard  that  the  whaler  is  unlucky,  as  well  as  the 
Porpoise,  and  that  it  is  likely  to  be  a  considerable  time  before  we 
set  sail,  I  should  like  to  return  again  to  Chelsea,  if  it  was  but  for 
a  fortnight  or  three  weeks.  My  reasons  for  it  are  thus :  As  I  do 
not  follow  botany  with  an  intent  of  enriching  myself  by  it  any 
farther  than  to  procure  an  l^ortus  siccus  and  to  satisfy  an  in- 
quisitive mind.  By  remaining  here  I  lose  the  opportunity  of 
getting  an  immense  number  of  specimens  that  I  could  not  obtain 
Obiectothis  during  the  time  I  was  in  the  vicinity  of  London  before;  knowing 
•  that  whenever  I  return  home  my  livelihood   depends  upon  the 

employment  that  I  was  first  taught,  by  which  I  lose  the  oppor- 
tunity of  gaining  such  exotic  specimens  as  the  present  time  admits 
of,  which  is  a  galling  matter.  If  I  was  solely  inclined  to  gain  my 
livelihood  by  being  a  botanical  traveller,  I  should  lose  that  eager- 
ness which  at  the  present  prevails.     Therefore,  while  I  am  from 


He  desires 
to  visit 
Chelsea. 
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carried  into  effect  by  the  cloathing  and  some  other  articles  lately      1790 
sent  ont  being  to  be  disposed  of  to  those  who  do  not  labour  for  the    3  Much. 
pablick  beneiity  or  who  receive  salaries  from  the  Crown,  instead  of 
being  given  away,  which  has  hitherto  been  the  case. 

For  many  years  there  will  be  a  want  of  certain  stores  and  other  Private 
articles  of  real  utility  to  the  inhabitants,  which  can  only  be  sup-  SJoSd*i»y 
plied  from  England  ;  nor  can  it  be  thought  unreasonable  that  the  for  stores. 
publick  should  be  remunerated  for  that  expence  when  bestowed 
on  those  who  receive  payment  for  their  services,  or  that  class  which 
does  not  benefit  the  publick  by  their  labour. 

And  that  those  supplies  should  be  constant,  and  turned  to  a  Kintr's 
beneficial  account,  both  for  the  interest  of  the  publick  and  the  SuwuhSiir 
colonist,  in  reducing  the  publick  expences,  reconciling  the  inhabi-  a  oovem- 
tants  to  their  situation,  destroying  the  imposing  and  oppressive  storehouse 
monopolys  that  have  existed  (whereby  the  industrious  individual 
has  been  driven  from  ease  and  comfort  to  indigence  and  misery), 
and  removing  those  animositys  that  have  so  much  prevailed.-    On 
those  grounds  I  beg,  sir,  to  submit  the  enclosures  to  your  con- 
sideration, the  one  containing  such  regulations  as  I  do  not  doubt 
will  be  fully  suiHcient,  and  the  other  a  list  of  such  articles  to  be 
sent  oat  yearly  as  would  be  productive  of  much  good  to  the  colony 
and  interest  to  the  Crown,  by  being  disposed  of  to  individuals  for 
their  personal  use. 

And  as  those  articles  ought  to  be  kept  apart  and  distinct  from 
the  stores  and  clothing  sent  for  the  convicts  at  public  labour,  I  beg 
to  suggest  the  propriety  of  any  cloathing  in  future  sent  for  the 
use  of  such  convicts  being  of  a  different  quality  and  colour  to  that  a  distinctive 
sent  out  for  sale,  which  would  be  attended  with  many  advantages ;  the  convicts. 
and  altho'  a  liberal  supply  of  many  articles  has  been  sent  out 
during  the  last  two  years  for  the  public  use  of  the  colony,  I  beg  to 
add  a  third  list  of  such  articles  as  I  conceive  the  colony  may  need 
in  another  year. 

Great  inconveniences  have  occurred  by  the  want  of  some  cir-  Xheooim^re. 
culating  medium  which  has  never  existed  in  the  colony.^     How 
far  it  would  be  proper  to  grant  the  convenience  of  a  few  tons  of 

*  This  sugsestion  of  Lieutenant-Governor  King  was  acted  upon.  On  the  12th  April,  1799, 
the  Duke  of  PorUaod  informed  Governor  Hunter  tliat  he  would  receive  by  the  Porpoise 
about  four  tons  of  copper  coins  (value  Id.  each),  total  value  £550  (post,  pp.  656,  d56X  By 
Prodamation  of  10th  November,  1800,  Governor  King  announced  the  receipt  of  these 
copper  coins.  They  were  described  in  the  Prodamation  as  weighing  one  KngUsh  ounce 
eaion,  stamped  with  the  profile  of  his  Majesty  on  the  one  side  and  of  Britannia  on  the  other. 
Each  coin  was  to  be  issued  at  the  rate  of  twopence ;  and  it  was  notified  that  the  exportation 
of  any  sum  exceeding  five  pounds  of  this  copper  coinage  would  be  punished  by  a  fine  of 
treble  the  value  and  forfeiture  of  the  sum  exported.  The  coin  was  evidently  the  one  penny 
of  Qeorge  III.  This  was  not  the  first  shipment  of  coin  received  from  England.  In  Novem- 
ber, 17^  the  Kitty  arrived  with  8,870  ounces  of  silver  in  dollars,  valued  at  £1,001  (Collins, 
ToL  i,  p.  S46X  Hunter  (10th  November,  1799)  suggested  that  a  supply  of  bilver  coin  should 
also  be  sent  (post,  p.  740). 
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1790      frame  a  soitable  ordinance  for  preventing  such  an  ofienee,  subject- 
12  ApriL    ^^  ^^  defaulters,  as  well  the  parties  reoeiving  as  those  Hiap^ing 
of  them  for  exportation,  to  severe  penalties*        j  ^  ^^ 

POBTLAXD. 


22  April. 

P.  O.  King's 
health. 


Caley  walks 
to  London. 


LIEUTEKANT-OOVEBNOB  KiKG   TO  SiB  JOSBPH   BaNKB. 

(Banks  Papers.) 

Dear  Sir,     '  Portsea,  22nd  April,  1799. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  written  you  last  Sunday-  (the 
day  after  my  return),  but  from  the  unfortunate  effects  of  lying  in 
a  damp  bed,  on  the  road,  I  was  revisited  by  a  relapse  of  my  late 
fit ;  but^  thank  God,  I  am  now  not  only  on  my  l^gs,  but  getting 
strength  fast 

In  consequence  of  a  letter  from  you,  Cayley  seemed  desirous  of 
going  to  London,  and  as  he  had  my  leave,  as  far  as  that  would 
go,  he  set  off  from  hence  on  Sunday  morning  to  walk  ;  indeed,  I 
believe  if  he  had  not  that  jaunt  he  would  have  died  of  ennvu 
I  think  he  has  a  good  ten  days  to  go  upon  from  this  time.  The 
Porpoise  is  nearly  ready  to  go  out  of  harbour.  The  Lancaster, 
Sir  Boger  Curtis's  ship,  came  out  of  dock  yesterday ;  therefore  I 
conclude  she  will  be  at  Spithead  about  next  Saturday,  and  will 
be  ready  by  the  middle  of  the  following  week,  and  if  not  ordered 
to  wait  for  the  remaining  Indiamen,  will,  in  all  probability,  sail 
immediately ;  however,  Cayley  will  have  timely  notice  to  resume 
his  pedestrian  journey.  Just  before  I  left  town  I  wrote  a  line 
saying  how  much  displeased  the  people  at  the  Transport  Board 
were  at  their  Lady  Nelson  being  taken  away,  and  their  proposing 
the  building  another  of  eighty  tons,  which  will  be  all  the  better 
from  the  increased  size. 
The  garden.  Everything  in  the  garden,  Sutor  tells,  makes  a  very  thriving 
appearance  (except  the  tender  things  that  died),  as  it  all  throws 
out  leaves,  and  not  a  root  has  missed.  This,  I  am  sure,  you  will 
be  glad  to  hear.  I  beg  most  sincerely  for  a  term  being  put  to  our 
anxious  situation.  I  really  look  back  with  no  degree  of  temper 
at  the  time  I  have  been  in  a  state  of  almost  daily  expectation  of 
sailing — ^now  eight  months  !  !  !  I  sincerely  hope,  sir,  that  you 
continue  a  good  state  of  health,  and  am,  &c., 

Philip  Gidlet  King. 


The  Lady 
Nelson. 


20  April. 

Ordnaaoe 
and 

ammunition 
for  the 
colony. 


The  Duke  of  Pobtland  to  The  Boabd  of  Obdnancb. 
Gentlemen,  Whitehall,  26th  April,  1799.* 

It  being  judged  expedient  that  four  iron  guns,  twelve- 
pounders,  mounted  on  garrison  carriages,  properly  prepaced  to 
resist  the  effects  of  the  climate,  with  a  small  proportion  of  shot^ 
ammunition,  and  stores,  should  be  provided  and  shipped  for  the 

^  The  coins  arrived  in  November,  1800,  when  King  mm  in  chsfgo,  and  ha  prakiMted,  by 
Proclamation,  their  exportation  under  heavy  penalty. 
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may  indemnify  the  Crown  for  goods  damaged,  exclusive  of  the       1799 
first  advance,  which  is  for  freight,  expenses,  and  losses  by  issuing    g  March. 
in  small  quantities,  and  as  soon  as  convenient  after  the  arrival  of 
such  goods  public  notice  should  be  given  of  the  price  at  which 
these  articles  will  be  disposed  of. 

The  store  for  the  sale  and  exchange  of  these  articles  should  not 
}>e  opened  but  at  stated  periods,  previous  to  which  the  Commissary 
should  deliver  a  list  to  the  Governor  of  articles  wanted,  for  whom, 
and  proposed  mode  of  payment,  and  receive  his  directions,  which 
he  is  strictly  to  comply  with. 

The  Commissary  should  deliver  to  the  Governor  a  signed  return  Accounts  to 
of  the  articles  disposed  of,  and  for  what  consideration  at  such  returns*" 
|>eriods  as  an  issue  may  be  made;  also,  an  annual  account  thereof,  »n»doout. 
specifying  the  receipt,  issue,  and  remains,  together  with  the  pro- 
dace  thereof,  either  in  money,  grain,  or  animal  food,  signed  by  the 
Commissary,  examined  and  approved  by  the  Govenior,  should  be 
sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  duplicates  to  the  Secretaries  of 
his  Majesty's  Treasury,  and  to  the  Commissioners  for  auditing 
public  accounts.     In  these  annual  accounts  the  persons  supplied 
are  to  sign  their  names  as  vouchers  for  the  expenditure. 

No  article  should  be  delivered  unless  the  purchaser  has  lodged  No  credit 
an  equivalent  in  the  public  store  or  made   payment  in  money 
(excepting  in  such  cases  where  the  Governor  may  judge  necessary 
to  grant  that  indulgence  to  any  family  that  may  be  distre&sed 
until  their  crops  are  ripe  or  stock  in  a  marketable  state). 

Officers,  civil  and  military,  and  soldiers  (on  the  requisition  of  sales  to 
the  commanding  officer)  may  be  supplied  with  such  articles  as  they  <>*'*<^"- 
may  want  for  their  personal  use  only,  on  making  payment  as  above, 
or  by  bills  on  the  colonial  or  regimental  agents. 

If  any  peraon  should  abuse  this  indulgence  by  procuring,  by  Penalty  for 
means  of  agents  or  in  any  other  the  most  indirect  manner,  any  ^J|^g"^ 
greater  quantity  of  these  articles  than  comes  to  the  share  of  an  purchased 
individual  or  family  for  the  purpose  of  retailing  it  out  again,  every 
person  so  offending  should  be  deprived  of  every  future  supply  and 
otherwise  dealt  with  as  the  offence  mav  deserve. 

If  any  person  acting  under  the  Commissary's  directions  do  not  Penalty  for 
comply  with  his  orders,  or  are  convicted  of  any  improper  conduct  ™^*conduct. 
in  the  just  discharge  of  their  duty,  the  offender  should  be  dismissed 
from  his  employment,  and  such  other  notice  taken  of  the  offence 
as  the  Governor  may  judge  proper. 

As  circumstances  may  occur  wherein  it  may  be  necessary  to  use 
articles  sent  out  for  sale  for  the  public  service  of  the  colony,  in 
such  cases  the  Commissary  should  not  make  that  deviation  without 
a  written  order  from  the  Governor  for  that  purpose. 


634  HISTORICAL   EECOBDS  OF   NEW   SOUTH  WALES. 

1799  take  away  the  tobacco,  as  the  alarm  about  Mrs.  Mullet's  robbery 
21  Feb.  ^^^^  spread,  and  the  constables  were  in  quest  of  the  stolen  tobacco 
and  property.  Baylis  replied  he  would  call  for  it  in  the  evening. 
He  took  away  the  wheelban^ow,  and  as  he  was  returning  there- 
with he  met  the  prisoner  NichoUs  near  the  gaol,  who  asked  him 
where  Samuel  Wright  was,  to  which  he  replied  he  was  coining  down 
Sydney  with  one  Jack  Colly.  He  took  the  wheelbarrow  home  to 
Joseph  Taylor,  from  whence  he  was  taken  into  custody  on  sos- 
picion  of  robbing  Mrs.  Mullett  of  the  tobacco.  Samuel  Wright 
was  also  apprehended  afterwards.  The  next  morning  (Sunday) 
he  and  Wright  were  discharged. 
A  dis-  How  this  again  comes  to  be  Sunday  is  astonishing  !  for  here 

crepancy.      [^  positively  two  Sundays  together  without  any  intervening  day, 
and  related  by  the  evidence  circumstantiaUy.  On  being  discharged, 
as  before  stated,   Baylis   went  to  the  house  of  Joseph  Taylor, 
where  he  usually  resided,  when  Taylor  expressed  his  surprize  at 
seeing  him  out  of  custody  without  a  hearing.     Baylis  replied  he 
thought  it  was  a  planned  thing  between  Kable,  the  gaoler,  and 
Nicholls,  the  prisoner,  to  detect  them  in  their  pursuits  after  the 
said  tobacco,   supposed  to  be  planted.      In  the  evening  (being 
Monday)  he,  Baylis,  with  W^right,  went  together  to  the  house  of 
Isaac  Nicholls,  when  the  servant  infonned  them  Nicholls  was  not 
MOTeiuents  at  home.     In  the  course  of  the  same  evening  they  called  again, 
Wright.  *"    when   the  sei-vant  infonned  them  his  master  was  at  home,  and 
accosted  them  thus  :  **  Oh,  you  are  come  about  the  tobacco."  The 
servant  then  went  up  to  Nicholls,  and  bi-ought  a  message  from  him, 
importing  that  the  tobacco  was  placed  between  two  rocks  near  the 
new  house  building  for  Mr.  Moore,  and  if  they  chose  to  go  for 
it  they  might.     Baylis  and  Wright  then  quitted  the  house,  and 
Baylis  refused  to  go  for  it,  saying  he  would  not  be  hanged  about 
it.     Wright  say^d  he  would  go  for  it  if  he  could  get  a  boat,  to 
which  Baylis  answered  he  was  sure  there  were  constables  set  to 
watch  it.     Baylis  returned  home  to  Taylor's  house,  and  related 
what  had  passed,  when  Taylor  observed  to  him  that  he  thou^t  it 
was  as  he  mentioned,  from  the  circumstance  of  their  being  released 
in  the  morning. 
BayJiacon-        Richard  Baylis,  in  his  evidence,  says  the  tobacco  was  taken  to 
tradictshim-  jS'icholls's  house  at  five  o'clock  on  the  Sunday  morning,  and  on 
the  evening  of  the  same  day  (although  he  calls  it  Monday)  he  was 
told  it  was  planted  between  two  rocks,  near  Mr.  Moore's  hoose, 
by  Nicholls's  woman.       It  is  worth  observing  by  his  own  deposi- 
tion at  this  time  he  was  in  prison. 

At  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  at  such  season  of  the  year  at  this 
place  it  is  daylight.  The  dockyard  is  between  the  house  of  Isaac 
Nicholls  and  Mr.  Moore's,  and  the  fence  of  the  dockyard  runs 
into  the  water  over  the  rocks  on  that  side  Sydney  Cove,  which 
rocks   are   steep  to,  so  that   there  is   no  way  of  passing  from 
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Nicbolls's  house  to  the  two  rocks  where  the  tobacco  was  found       1799 
but  on  the  main  road,  by  the  hospital  and  other  public  and  private     21  Feb. 
buildings,  along  which  many  people  must  have  been  passing  and       — 
repassing.      I  therefore  say  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  a  person  bmty^of 
of  Nicholls^s  i^espectable  appearance  between  five  o'clock  in  the  ^^^^^ 
morning  and  two  hours  before  sunset  to  carry  so  bulky  an  article  secreted  the 
as  a  basket  of  Brazil  tobacco  along  the  road  without  being  par-  ***^^**^- 
ticularly  observed. 

(Lieutenant  Kent  then  proceeds  to  comment  upon  the  various 
other  evidences  offered,  substantially  to  the  same  effect  as  Capt. 
Waterhouse  and  Mr.  Flinders.     He  concludes  in  these  words  : — ) 

The  only  evidence  who  pretends  to  speak  from  his  own  know-  Bayiia  the 
ledge  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  against  Isaac  Nicholls  is  eviJ   '^^ 


ence. 


Richard  Baylis,  who  was  deeply  concerned  in  the  robbery  himself, 
and  acted  under  the  influence  of  fear,  as  appeal's  by  his  answer  to 
the  nineth  question  put  to  him  by  the  prisoner. 

The  rest  of  the  evidence  is  hearsay,  some  from  a  second,  and  Hearsay  evi- 
even  from  a  third  hand;  and  much  surprized  am  I  they  should  properly 
have  been  taken  and  put  upon  the  minutes  of  the  Court.     It  is  admitted. 
unnecessary  for  me,  I  conceive,  to  make  any  observations  on  the 
prisoner's  defence,  or  the  evidence  he  brought  forward  in  support 
of  it.     I  voted  the  prisoner,  Isaac  Nicholls,  not  guilty  from  the 
most  perfect  conviction  of  his  innocence ;  and  if  it  had  appeared  to 
me  there  was  a  chance  of  his  guilt,  I  should  still  have  doubted 
there  being  sufficient  legal  e^ddence  to  convict. 

These  few  observations  are  humbly  and  respectfully  submitted 
to  his  Excellency  Governor  Hunter  by  his  most  obedient,  humble, 
and  devoted  servant,  W.  Kent. 

Under  Secretary  King  to  The  Transport  Commissioners. 
Gentlemen,  Whitehall,  23rd  February,  1799.         23  Feb. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  finding  that  some  time  will  elapse 
before  the  Porpoise  can  sail  for  New  South  Wales,  and  his  Grace 
understanding  that  there  is  a  fast-sailing  whaler  called  the  Walker  The  Waikcr. 
fitting  in  the  river  to  carry  stores  to  that  colony,  which  has  been 
taken  up  by  the  Board  for  that  purpose,  I  am  directed  to  desire 
that,  exclusive  of  the  articles  which  the  Walker  is  to  carry  out, 
you  will  be  pleased  to  give  the  necessary  orders  that  the  persons 
as  per  margin,*  with  about  eight  tons  of  baggage,  be  received  on 
board  the  Walker  for  a  passage  to  New  South  Wales,  to  be  pro-  paBsenxew 
perly  accommodated,  and  the  master  of  the  ship  to  be  furnished  ^^^  Sydney. 
with  a  sufficiency  of  provisions  for  the  above  persons  from  the 
Comm'rs  of  Victualling,  at  the  ration  issued  to  the  Navy,  for  seven 
months,  any  remains  to  be  returned  to  the  stores  at  Port  Jackson, 

*  ••  Lt.-Govr.  King,  Mrs.  Kinar,  Philip  King,  Elizh.  King,  Jane  Dundas,  Js.  Naires,  J. 
Oayley,  Rev.  W.  Haddock."  Lieutenant-Governor  King  did  not  embark  on  the  Walker. 
He,  with  his  family,  Galey  the  botanist,  and  others,  sailed  in  the  transport  Speedy,  arriving 
at  Sydney  on  15th  April,  1800. 
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1799 
12  March. 


The  plant- 
cabin  on 
H.MS. 
Porpoise. 


The  plants 
and  the 
weather. 


Sir  Andrew 
Hamond. 


Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 

(Banks  Papers.) 

77,  St.  George's  Square,  Portsea, 
Dear  Sir,  12th  March,  1799. 

As  an  opportunity  has  oflfered  of  writing  to  Sir  Andrew 
Hamond,  I  have  mentioned  the  subject  of  the  plant-cabbin,  in 
the  following  terms  : — 

"  In  this  place  I  beg  to  suggest  an  idea  to  your  consideration 
(and  in  which  I  have  consulted  with  Mr.  Scott)*  respecting  the 
plant-cabbin.  The  great  expence  and  trouble  that  has  attended 
the  collection  of  these  plants,  and  the  great  utility  they  will  be 
of,  if  carried  safe  to  the  colony,  I  am  certain  will  be  a  sufficient 
apology  for  my  troubling  you  again  on  this  head.  As  the  weight 
of  the  plant-cabbin,  <fcc.  (exclusive  of  the  boxes),  is  only  14  cwt, 
and  is  not  higher  than  the  quarter  railing,  I  beg  to  suggest  letting 
the  plant-cabbin  remain  ;  and  as  no  good  weather  can  be  expected 
until  the  ship  is  to  the  southward  of  Madeira,  the  plants  might  all 
be  removed  to  the  latticed  births  below  the  day  before  sailing  frwn 
Spithead,  and  remain  there  until  in  about  29  or  30"  north  latitude. 
The  weather  will  then  be  fine,  and  a  competent  idea  may  be  formed 
of  the  propriety  of  replacing  them  again  in  the  plant-cabbin  on 
deck,  where  they  might  remain,  if  thought  proper  to  remove  them, 
till  in  latitude  30  S.,  or  perhaps  the  increased  stability  of  the  ship 
would  allow  of  their  remaining  all  the  way  to  the  Cape,  and  on 
sailing  from  thence  be  put  below  again,  which  I  should  apprehend 
would  go  greatly  towards  insuring  their  arriving  safe  in  the  colony, 
as  they  will  then  have  the  benefit  of  the  air  in  the  warm  climates 
and  trade  winds  between  those  latitudes." 

How  far  it  would  be  convenient  or  proper  for  you  t/>  back  this 
application,  I  must  submit  to  you  ;  but  I  believe  Sir  Andrew  will 
make  no  difficulty  in  agreeing  to  it.  The  ship  was  lifted  to-day 
for  getting  the  false  keel  on.  I  omitted  calling  on  Mr.  Gilpin  when 
I  was  last  in  town,  but  as  I  shall  be  in  town  in  a  fortnight,  I  will 
not  then  forget  to  bring  it  down.  I  am,  &c., 

Philip  Gidley  King. 


Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks 

(Banks  Papers). 
M  March.        Dear  Sir,  Portsea,  Uth  March,  1799. 

a  present.  I  received  both  your  favors  of  the  1 1th  and  1 2th,  for  which 

I  am  obliged  to  you.  Souter  [Suttor]  received  your  benevolent 
present  of  the  ten-pound  note  with  much  gratitude,  and  by  yester- 
day's post  I  desired  him  to  acknowledge  it,  and  to  foi^ward  a  list 
of  the  plants  that  want  replacing.  If  nothing  unforseen  should 
occur,  it  is  my  intention  to  set  off  for  London  on  Thursday  next; 

^  Mr.  Scott  was  the  master  of  H.  M.S.  Porp<^ae. 
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only  the  ability  to  raise  small  crops  are  refused,  and  consequently  1709 
are  obliged  to  sell  their  produce  to  hucksters  at  the  low  rate  above  g^  peb. 
mentioned. 

This  is  the  substance  of  the  communications  which  have  been  impressions 
made  to  me,  and  although,  as  I  have  already  told  you,  I  cannot  the  charges. 
believe  them  to  be  generally  well-founded,  and,  least  of  all,  that 
you  yourself  have  any  participation  in  these  malversations,  yet 
that  the  practice  of  them  should  in  any  degree  be  imputed  to 
your  €k>vemment  is  a  circumstance  which  gives  me  great  pain  and 
uneasiness,  more  particularly  when  I  advert  to  the  very  strong 
and  specific  instructions  which  were  given  you  on  your  going  to 
your  Grovemment,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  possible  existence 
of  most  of  the  evils  above  mentioned;  and  that,  moreover,  you 
have  from  time  to  time  received  further  directions  for  enforcing 
them  to  the  utmoBt  of  your  power. 

If  those  instructions  and  directions  have  been  attended  to,  instruc- 
many  of  the  charges  above  mentioned  cannot  exist.     Moreover,  r^anied. 
without  reference   to   those   charges,    I  must  observe  that  the 
operation  of  those  instructions  could  not  but  have  a  most  salutary 
effect  in  providing  in  a  great  degree  for  the  subsistence  of  the 
settlement,  and  I  cannot,  therefore,  but  observe  with  surprize  the 
great  amount  of  the  bills  which  have  been  drawn  by  you  for  Expense  of 
expences,  of  which  a  considerable  portion  ought  to  have  been  ^^tT**** 
defrayed  by  the  labour  of  the  convicts  belonging  to  the  Crown 
had  they  been  employed  conformably  to  those  instructions,  and 
that  those  bills  have  been  sent  over  unaccompanied  by  the  proper 
vouchers,  wherein  you  must  be  sensible  that  you  have  rendered 
yourself  personally  answerable  until  those  accounts  are  passed  by 
the  proper  departments  which  are  competent  to  that  service.     It 
behoves  you,  therefore,  to  lose  no  time  in  putting  these  accounts 
into  a  proper  train  to  be  settled  ;  and  it  is  no  less  material,  and 
I  cannot  too  strongly  impress  upon  you  the  duty  and  necessity  a  refutation 
of  satisfying  me  of  the  falsehood  or  futility  of  the  charges  which  ll^^  ^ 
have  been  made  against  you  by  furnishing  me,  without  delay,  quired. 
with  such  Public  Orders  that  have  been  issued  by  you  as  contain 
the  r^ulations  under  which  grain  has  been  received  into  the 
public  stores,  by  which  I  am  persuaded  it  will  appear  that  the 
maricet  has  been  left  as  open  as  possible  to  every  description  of 
settler. 

You  will  also  transmit  to  me  copies  of  such  other  public  docu- 
ments touching  the  established  regulations  of  your  Government 
as  will  refute  the  other  assertions  which  have  been  made  to  your 
injury. 

And  with  respect  to  the  officers  being  allowed  to  sell  or  retail  Officers  m 
spirits  or  other  articles  (exclusive  of  the  produce  of  the  land  or 
ground  allotted  to  them)  as  above  stated,  it  is  so  utterly  incon- 
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1799  throughout  the  whole  proceedings,  and,  lest  it  should  be  imagined 
80  Ai  r.'i.  ^^^^  ^^  have  given  a  verdict  which  we  are  ashamed  to  avow,  to 
such  an  imputation,  so  injurious  to  our  characters,  we  cannot  tamely 
submit ;  we  therefore,  without  hesitation,  declare  to  you,  sir,  that 
we,  together  with  Mr.  Dore,  the  Judge- Advocate,  found  Isaac 
Nichols  guilty  of  the  charge  upon  which  he  has  been  convicted ; 
and  that  we,  together  with  Mr.  Dore,  sentenced  him  to  be  trans- 
ported to  Norfolk  Island  for  fourteen  years,  and  until  the  sentence 
could  be  carried  into  execution,  to  be  employed  as  a  prisoner  in  the 
gaol  gang. 

By  so  doing  we  feel  that  we  have  discharged  our  duty  as  men 
of  honour,  and  men  solemnly  sworn  to  administer  strict  justice. 
oompiain  of  ^^^^  feeling,  we  may  be  pardoned  for  acquainting  your  Ex^sUency 
Hunter's  that  we  think  ourselves  harshly  and  unjustly  treated  by  the  ani- 
revtewi^  madversions  you  have  been  pleased  to  make  upon  our  verdict,  and 
ttj^L  ^y  the  Court  of  Enquiry  you  have  since  instituted  (which  Court  was 

unanimous  in  declaring  the  justness  of  our  decision)  to  discover 
whether  evidence  favorable  to  Nichols  had  not  been  suppressed, 
or,  rather,  whether,  as  we  and  the  publick  generally  conceive,  the 
setting  aside  our  verdict  might  not  be  justified.  We  also  beg  leave 
to  inform  your  Excellency  that,  whatever  animadversions  may  be 
made  on  our  conduct,  they  will  never  deter  us  from  the  conscien- 
tious discharge  of  our  duty,  nor  shall  we  be  intimidated  by  fearing 
that  our  particular  votes  and  opinions  may  be  demanded  by  your 
Excellency. 

As,  in  consequence  of  your  Excellency's  animadversions  on  the 
A  cau»e       proceedings  of  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nichols,  and  also  of  the  convening 
eil^Me.        ^£  ^jjg  Court  w^hich  assembled  on  Monday  last,  the  trial  of  Isaac 
Nichols  has  become  the  topic  of  general  conversation,  we  there- 
fore hope  your  Excellency  will  pardon  us  in  requesting  that  you 
will  do  us  the  justice  to  transmit  to  his  Majesty's  Secretary  of 
State,  not  only  the  minutes  of  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nichols,  as  taken 
before  the  Criminal  Court,  but  also  those  of  the  late  Court  of 
Enquiry,  together  with  this  letter,  and  all  the  other  papers  that 
have  or  may  in  any  way  relate  to  that  transaction. 
The  We  will  hope  that  the  step  your  Excellency  has  been  pleased 

andTbe^*  to  take  in  convening  a  Court  of  Enquiry  for  the  purposes  already 
judicial  stated  in  this  letter,  and  your  animadversions  as  the  executive 
power,  may  not  be  productive  of  dangerous  consequences,  and  in 
future  form  a  restraint  upon  officers  who  may  be  called  upon  to 
sit  as  members  of  a  Criminal  Court,  and  may  induce  criminals  to 
persevere  in  their  iniquitous  practices,  by  observing  the  differences 
which  so  unaccountably  arise  between  the  judicial  and  executive 
power.  We  have,  <kc., 

Neil  Mackellar,  Lieut.  N.S.W.  Corps. 
James  Hunt  Lucas,  Lieut.  N.S.W.  Corps. 
Nicholas  Bayly,  Ensign  N.S.W.  Corps. 
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[EncloBtire  Ko.  2.]  1790 

Governor  Hunter  to  Military  Officers.  soAprJ. 

Gentlemen,  6th  April,  1799. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  this  day,*  and  in  reply  thereto  Minutes  of 
I  have  to  inform  yon  that  your  communication  from  the  Judge-  *o®i^'|Jn|; 
Advocate  respecting  my  intention  of  laying  before  the  King's  home, 
minister  the  minutes  of  the  trial  of  the  prisoner  Isaac  Nichols  is 
correct ;  and  I  will  be  candid  enough  to  tell  you,  gentlemen,  that 
I  have  resolved  upon  this  measure  from  motives  of  duty. 

That  trial  has  appear'd  to  me  so  very  different  from  anything 
of  that  nature  which  has  heretofore  happened  in  this  country  that 
I  have  taken  much  pain  and  time  in  the  investigation  of  the 
minutes,  and  in  considering  the  different  evidence,  and  I  have 
form'd  my  opinion  of  the  verdict  from  that  investigation.  Con-  importance 
ceiving  it,  therefore,  as  a  matter  of  the  highest  importance  to  his 
Majesty's  subjects  inhabiting  this  colony,  I  have  determined  to 
apply  for  instructions  from  his  Majesty's  minister,  which  instruc- 
tions I  trust  will  be  founded  upon  the  wisdom  of  the  highest  law 
authoritys  in  the  kingdom.  And  let  me  also  inform  you,  gentle- 
men, that  I  have  not  the  smallest  objection  to  transmitting  with 
my  despatches  any  papers  you  may  have  to  forward. 

Not  having  received  any  official  information  relative  to  the  Verdict 
individual  opinions  of  the  Court,  I  can  only  imagine  from  your  ^j^Jity. 
own  letter  that  you,  gentlemen,  together  with  the  Judge- Advocate, 
were  the  majority  for  the  verdict  given,  which  verdict,  from  my 
examination  of  the  trial  itself,  I  have  ventured  to  consider  erro- 
nious,  as  the  evidence  strikes  me;  it  will  therefore  remain  for  a 
time  uncertain  which  judgement  is  the  most  correct. 

In  Courts-martial  it  is  forbidden  by  the  oath  administered  to  Constitution 
the  members  that  the  opinions  of  the  individuals  shou'd  be  made  ctourt!"**^^ 
public,  and  in  jurys  they  are  to  be  unanimous  ;  our  Court  is  not 
exactly  similar  to  either,  and  when  the  members  are  no  doubt 
governed  by  conscience  and  the  evidence  before  them,  it  can  be  of 
little  consequence  to  them  who  is  acquainted  with  their  respective 
opinions.  But  on  the  present  occasion  it  is  only  for  the  information 
of  his  Maj's  minister,  in  order  that  he  may  see  how  far  the  Court 
was  unanimous  or  divided. 

I  know  not  what  animadversions  you  allude  to  when  you  com-  jhe  officers* 
plain  of  being  harshly  treated  by  those  which  you  say  I  have  made  co»»pi»*n^- 
upon  your  verdict,  and  I  wish  to  be  inform'd  what  they  are,  and 
by  whom  you  have  been  inform'd  of  them. 

The  design  of  the  Court  of  Enquiry  I  instituted  was  for  the 
purpose  clearly  expressed  in  the  letter  or  precept  address'd  to  its 
members,  and  it  was  intended  by  me,  as  well  as  the  minutes  of 
that  enquiry,  to  accompany  the  trials  which  I  forward  to  England. 

^  Ante,  p.  661. 
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6  March. 


An  inquiry 
to  be  held. 


Pateraon  to 
return  to 
the  colony. 


most  exorbitant  prices  to  the  lowest  orders  of  the  settlers  and  to 
convicts,  and  that  the  profit  received  on  such  articles  is  often  it 
the  rate  of  one  hundred  shillings  for  one,  I  am  directed  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief  to  make  known  to  jou  the  above  circoBh 
stances,  an  investigation  of  which  has  indeed  already  been  directed 
by  his  Grace,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  who  are  the  officers  that 
have  transgressed,  and  to  bring  them  to  punishment.  His  Royal 
HiglmesS;  however,  considers  it  of  such  importance  that  no  means 
should  be  neglected  which  may  tend  to  check  in  future  abases  of 
so  infamous  a  nature,  and  in  every  respect  so  pernicious  to  his 
Majesty's  service  and  so  injurious  to  the  character  of  a  British 
officer,  that  he  is  under  the  necessity  of  desiring  that  you  will 
embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  of  proceeding  to  join  your  regi- 
ment, where,  it  is  hoped,  your  presence  will  materially  ooatribate 
in  some  measure  to  restore  the  credit  which  has  hitherto  attached 
to  the  character  of  a  British  officer,  but  which  has  in  this  instance 
been  sullied.  I  have,  iSrc., 

RoBT.  Bbowkrigg. 

The  Transport  Commissioners  to  Under  Secretary  King. 

Sir,  Transport  Office,  6th  March,  1799. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  21st  ult.  signifying  to  us 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland's  desire  that  we  should  take  into 
our  consideration  a  proposal  submitted  by  Mr.  James  Duncan  in 
Transports,  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  Friendship  and  Lux  St.  Anna,  two 
ships  taken  up  on  account  of  the  Irish  Government  for  the  con- 
veyance of  about  300  convicts  to  New  South  Wales,  relative  to 
the  provision  of  a  proper  guard  for  each  ship,  we  request  yoo  to 
inform  his  Grace  that,  upon  mature  deliberation,  we  conceive  it 
will  be  more  safe  that  a  guard  should  be  furnished  as  usual  by  the 
War  Department  of  this  country,  and  that  twenty  rank  and  fk, 
with  their  necessary  officers,  will  be  the  proper  number  for  eidr 
ship  on  this  service.  We  also  request  you  to  move  his  Grace  tint 
orders  may  be  speedily  issued  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  pro- 
vision, as  the  ships  will  very  shortly  be  ready  to  sail  for  Cork  for 
the  reception  of  the  convicts  intended.         We  have,  «fec., 

Ambrose  Serle. 
John  Schanck. 

Wm.  a.  Otwat. 

Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Under  Secretary  King. 

8  March.        Sii*,  Portsmouth,  8th  March,  1799. 

The  disposal  In  consequenco  of  the  communication  you  have  made  to  Uf 

mentrtSJ^  respecting  the  colony  in  New  South  Wales,  I  feel  it  a  du^ •• 

cum  bent  on  me  to  propose  such  an  arrangement  as  might  probdb^ 

remove  some  of  the  evils  complained  of,  whieh  has  beea  ptf^f 


Guards  for 
the  voyage 
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GovnnroB  HuirrsB  to  Thb  Dukb  of  Pobtland.*  1799 

Sydney,  New  Sonth  Wales, 
My  Lord  Duke,  Ist  May,  1799.         iMay. 

It  becomes  necessary  I  shou'd  inform  your  Grace  that  since  a  drought 
I  did  myself  the  honour  of  writing  by  the  ship  Marquis  Comwallis 
(vid  Bengal),!  a  duplicate  of  which  letter  I  send  by  this  conveyance, 
I  have  anxiously  waited  for  an  opportunity  of  coraunicating  the 
vast  disappointment  we  have  experienc'd  in  the  hope  and  prospect 
of  a  very  abundant  harvest,  from  a  most  tedious  and  unfortunate 
drought    I  can  scarsely  say  that  we  have  had  a  shower  of  rain  for 
the  last  ten  months.     Our  maize  crops  have  completely  fail'd  us 
from  that  cause,  and  this  will  occasion  a  great  reduction  in  our 
stock  of  swine.     The  wheat  harvest  has  not  tum'd  out  more  than 
one-third  of  what^  from  the  quantity  of  ground  sown  with  that 
grain,  we  had  a  right  to  have  expected  had  the  season  been  moder- 
ately favorable.      The  whole  country  has  been  in  a  blaze  of  fire,  ^JSe 
our  pasturage  for  a  time  destroy'd,  and  the  streams  of  fresh  water  oountna 
almost  exhausted  ;  this  occasions  the  whole  of  our  grazing  cattle  fy^»  ^' 
to  suffer  much,  still  I  am  in  hope  our  loss  from  these  unfortunate 
circumstances  will  not  be  so  great  as  might  be  expected.  X 

Your  Grace  will  pardon  me  for  repeating  what  the  excessive 
sufferings  of  the  people  are  for  want  of  cloathing  and  bedding. 
Our  storehouses  are  now  completely  empty,  and  had  not  the  most  j^jS^ 
rigid  and  scrupulous  oeconomy  been  practised  for  a  very  long  time 
past,  it.  is  scarsely  possible  to  describe  what  we  muftt  have  suffer'd. 
Norfolk  Island  feels  equally  in  consequence  of  our  inability  to 
supply  their  demands.  No  sufficient  supply  of  such  necessaries 
have  been  received  here  since  the  arrival  of  the  Sylph  twcr  and  a 
half  years  past  ;§  and  at  the  time  we  received  her  cargo  the  people 
were  nearly  naked.  Your  Grace  may  have  imagined  that  the 
Ganges,  Britannia,  Barwell,  and  a  second  Britannia,  added  to  our 
stock  of  such  articles;  but  some  of  those  ships  landed  their  con- 
victs either  in  rags  or  half -naked,  and  we  had  them  to  cloath  ^JJ^J^*** 
from  our  savings. 

As  your  Grace  is  sufficiently  acquainted  with  what  description 
of  character  the  mass  of  the  people  in  this  colony  is  compos'd 
of,  and  that  some  of  those  who  have  been  sent  here  are  far  from 
being  well  effected  to  our  government,  you  will  not  be  surpris'd 
that  the  little  intercourse  we  at  this  time  have  with  the  mother 
country  shou'd  give  room  for  the  dropping  of  siditious  anonimous  Sedttious^ 
papers,  threatening  what  will  be  done  at  the  proper  time.     The 

^Thia  letter  wie  marked  by  Hnoter  "  No.  39,**  while  that  of  21flt  February  (ante,  p.  570) 
in»  nvmbend  40 ;  tt  wonM  appear  Iron  this  thill  the  letter  of  flat  FebroMTj  was  kept  back 
■ome  moothe. 

t  The  Manivie  OorawalUe  eailed  from  Maey  oir  Srd  Deeemibery  170S.  The  letter  Hunter 
here  reton  to  wae  dated  let  November,  ifoa— Ante,  pi  601 

t  It  win  be  seen  by  the  poetoript  to  this  letter  that  the  drought  bnko  up  In  the  flrrtwcek 
of  June,  1700,  with  very  heavy  southerly  wind  and  ntinetorms. 

f  Tlie  Sylph  arrived  at  Qjrdn^  on  17th  Nbvenber,  1700. 
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1709      people  grow  insolent  from  what  they  suffer,  and  that  insolenoe 
1  May.      renders  punishments  more  frequent  and  severe.     That  none  may 
have  it  in  their  power  to  make  a  plea  of  any  injustice  being  exer- 
cised upon  them  with  respect  to  th^ir  time  of  Eervitude,  I  make 
it  a  rule  three  or  four  times  in  the  year  to  issue  to  those  who  have 
Certiflcfttos   completed  their  term  of  transportation  discharge  certificates,  and 
c  argc.  .£  ^jj^jy  j^pg  desirous  of  being  at  their  own  disposal  we  strike  them 
off  from  the  public  victualing-book.     Thro'  these  means,  having 
had  too  many  sent  here  who  had  not  upon  their  arrival  more  than 
two  years  to  serve,  together  with  the  necessity  of  keeping  up  our 
artificer  gangs  for  various  essential  purposes,  we  are  weak  in  field 
labour,  and  on  Norfolk  Island  they  are  still  more  so. 
dwir^^'*  The  vast   number  of  idle  and  worthless  characters  who  are 

let  loose  in  this  way,  and  who  have  no  means  or  opportunity  of 
getting  out  of  the  country,  become  really,  my  Lord,  a  dangerous 
and  most  troublesome  pest.     They  will  not  work,  but  they  con- 
trive to  form  connections  with  the  equally  worthless  of  the  other 
inhabitants,  who  from  their  domestic  situations  have  an  oppor- 
tunity  of   affording   the   best   information  where  robbery s  and 
burglarys  can  be  most  readily  committed.     Our  police  is  pretty 
strict,*  yet  these  vagabonds  often  elude  our  utmost  vigilance. 
Fed  at  the     And  what  renders  such  idle  and  wicked  characters  a  still  greater 
expeiwe.       inconvenience  is  that  they  consume  a  vast  proportion  of  that 
provision  which  is  rais'd  in  the  colony  and  wou'd  serve  to  feed 
the  more  industrious,  and  prevent  that  supply  of  swine's  flesh 
being  offer'd  to  the  store  which  we  otherwise  should  have.     They 
are  well  aware  of  the  consequences  of  detection  in  their  robberys, 
many  having  been  retransported,t  a  sentence  they  dread  more 
than  death. 
The  harvMt       The  commanding  officer  upon  Norfolk  Island  writes  me  that 
Island.         they  have  succeeded  this  season  in  their  wheat  harvest  much  better 
than  formerly,  but  that  their  last  crop  of  maize  faiFd  them.     All 
this  wheat,  he  says,  being  the  property  of  private  settlers,  who 
pay  immense  prices  for  labor,  they  will  not  supply  it  to  the  public 
store  under  15s.  per  bushel.     In  short,  my  Lord,  the  only  effectual 
means  of  reducing  the  price  of  labor,  and  consequently  of  every- 
thing rais'd  by  it,  is  by  supplying  the  colony  with  European 
articles  of  every  kind  wanted  here — as  well  the  common  neces- 
sarys  of  life  as  some  of  its  luxuiys — at  a  moderate  expence.     All 
will  then  do  well,  and  the  farmer,  if  industrious,  will  prosper. 
Oovemnient      I  must  beg  to  observe,  my  Lord,  with  respect  to  the  Govem- 
^*****  mentis  cattle,  which  by  the  inclosed  return {  you  will  discover  grow 

*  In  Hunter's  Order  of  2nd  July,  1799,  post,  p.  685,  he  attributes  the  Increase  of  crime  to 
the  negli;(ence  or  the  connivance  of  petty  constables  and  divisional  watchmen. 

t  That  is,  sent  to  Norfolk  Island,  a  punishnnent  reserved  for  the  most  refractory  criminals. 
The  difficulty  of  escaping  from  the  island,  or  of  eluding  the  vigilance  of  their  guards,  will 
probably  account  for  the  liglit  in  which  convicts  viewed  then:  transfer  from  Sydney  to 
Norfolk  Island. 

t  This  return  is  not  amongst  the  transcripts  received  from  England. 
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numerous,  I  most  anxiously  wish  to  receive  some  instructions.  I  1790 
am  convinced  it  wou'd  prove  of  much  advantage  to  their  care  and  i  jf^y. 
preservation  were  part  supplied  on  certain  conditions  to  industrious 
individuals.  Your  Grace  will  otherwise  see  the  necessity  of  ap- 
pointing a  respectable  person  to  take  the  whole  under  his  direction, 
for,  my  Lord,  it  is  vain  to  imagine  that  the  Governor,  with  such 
a  multiplied  variety  of  dutys  to  consider,  can  pay  the  necessary 
attention  to  that  important  trust 

The  unlucky  failure  of  our  crops  this  last  season,  f I'om  which  I  Food 
had  in  the  beginning  such  flattering  prospect  of  having  near  two  ""•*•-• 
years'  bread  in  the  colony,  has  oblig'd  me  to  submit  to  an  increase 
in  the  price  of  swine's  flesh,  which  I  had  in  the  last  year  reduc'd 
one-fourth.     It  is  not  possible,  my  Lord,  during  the  excessive 
poverty  and  present  distresses  of  the  people,  owing  to  the  want  of 
public  supplys  and  the  exorbitant  expence  of  labor,  that  they  can 
feed  their  swine  under  such  misfortunes  at  a   less  price ;  such 
stock  must  be  maintained  from  the  labor  of  the  owner.     In  con-  Failure  of 
sequence,  therefore,  of  the  entire  failure  of  our  crop  of  maize  this  JJ^ 
year,  I  have  ceas'd  to  issue  that  article  to  the  people,  and  serve 
an  additional  quantity  of  wheat  in  lieu,  in  order  that  we  may 
lose  as  few  swine  as  possible,  for  they  must  be  fed  wholly  on 
maize.     Many  persons  who  have  turned  their  mind  much  to  the 
rearing  this  kind  of  stock  have  assur'd  me  that  the  misfortunes  I 
have  mention'd  have  been  so  great  a  drawback  upon  their  expec- 
tations from  that  stock  that  2s.  6d.  pr.  lb.  would  not  indemnify 
them  for  the  expence  of  feeding.     I,  however,  receive  it  at  Is.  pr. 
lb.  for  the  public  store.     But  let  me  here  observe,  my  Lord,  that 
our  failure  this  year  is  nothing  different  from  what  other  countrys 
are  subject  to.     It  does  not  proceed  either  from   the   effect  of  ^"  ""^  **' 
climate  or  from  a  sterile  country,  but  intirely  from  one  of  those 
causes  which  are  not  to  be  prevented  or  accounted  for  by  any 
human  wisdom,  but  which  are  sometimes  experienc'd  in  the  ways 
of  Providence. 

It  wou'd  be  a  great  comfort,  my  Lord,  to  those  who  are  charg'd  JjJJ^un'cft. 
with  the  general  concerns  of  this  colony  were  our  intercourse  with  uon  with 
the  mother  country  more  frequent  than  in  general  it  has  been.  ^^^*°**' 
It  wou'd  serve  to  keep  the  people  more  chearfull  and  contented ; 
it  wou'd  be  the  means  of  introducing  many  comforts  into  the 
settlement,  and  thereby  spur  the  industrious  to  every  exertion  for 
enabling  them  to  procure  a  share  of  such  comforts ;  it  wou'd  open 
an  avenue  thro'  which  such  convicts  as  might  be  out  of  their  time 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  quitting  the  country  ;  and  such  as 
have  no  industry  are  very  unfit  to  continue  in  it.     But  I  need 
not  fatigue  your  Grace  with  observations  on  these  subjects.     My 
general  correspondence  have  already  declared  my  sentiments,  and 
to  that  I  must  refer. 
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The  distreflBeB  and  waats  which  I  have  had  occasion  to  mentiQii 
will,  I  doubt  not,  be  sufficient  to  impress  upon  jour  Grace's  mind 
the  unavoidable  necessity  of  such  purchases  from  strangers  as  1 
am  most  unwillingly  compelVd  to  make,  and  have  at  this  moment 
an  opportunity  of  being  snppUed  with,  and  of  which,  for  your 
Grace's  satisfaction,  I  inclose  a  list,*  with  the  prices  paid.  If 
during  the  commaiui  of  other  officers  in  this  country  they  were 
more  fortunate  in  receiving  supplys  from  home  than  I  have  been, 
the  expenoes  incurred  during  their  authority  will  have  appeared 
proportionately  less ;  yet  I  trust  that  the  want  of  a  more  frequent 
comunication,  and  the  ezpences  occasioned  from  that  circum- 
stance, wHl  not  be  placed  to  the  account  of  a  want  of  due  attention 
to  the  public  interest  on  my  part. 

Before  I  conclude  this  letter,  I  must  inform  your  Grace  that 
immediately  after  the  breaking  up  of  the  tedious  draught  which  I 
have  mentioned  another  misfortune  succeeded,  which,  altho'  not  so 
ruinous  to  the  colony  at  large,  has  prov'd  a  most  distressing  circum- 
stance to  the  settlers  upon  the  banks  of  the  Hawkesbury  Eiver, 
where  we  have  in  some  seasons  rais'd  from  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand 
bushels  of  wheat.  No  cause  having  appeared  which  indicated  an 
approaching  overflow  of  that  river,  the  people  were  not  prepared 
for  such  a  disaster.  Some  say  the  natives  foresaw  it  and  ad\is'd 
the  inhabitants ;  but  this  report  requires  confirmation.  Certain, 
however,  it  is  that  a  very  heavy  fadl  of  rain  had  taken  place  in 
the  interior  of  the  country,  which  being  at  that  time  in  an  un- 
commonly dry  and  parch'd  state  had  not  quickly  absorbed  any 
pfiot  of  this  torrent ;  it  descended  down  the  sides  of  the  hills  as 
from  mountains  of  solid  rock,  fill'd  all  the  low  grounds  and  the 
various  branches  of  the  river,  which,  being  in  shape  suddenly  ser- 
pentine, cou'd  not  give  vent  so  fast  as  the  waters  came  down.t 
The  banks  upon  which  our  settlers  were  fix'd  were  overflown  with 
vast  rapidity.  The  Government  store,  which  had  been  built  upon 
the  first  settling  of  this  part  of  the  country,  was  not  out  of  the 
reach  of  this  inundation,  and  was,  with  all  the  provision  it  con- 
tain'd,  swept  off.  The  river  swell'd  to  more  than  fifty  feet  perpen- 
dicular height  above  its  common  level,  and  the  torrent  was  so 
powerful  it  carried  all  before  it  Many  of  the  people  were  taken 
from  the  ridges  of  their  houses  by  a  £bw  boats  they  had  amongst 
them  just  in  time  to  save  their  lives,  for  most  of  the  dwellings 
were  covered,  and  the  whole  country  here  appeared  like  an  im- 
mense ocean.  Many  hogs,  other  live  stock,  poultry,  with  much 
of  the  produce  of  the  last  unfortunate  harvest,  and  the  domestic 
exacts  <^  the  people,   were  hurried  away  before  the  torrent. 

«  This  list  is  net  available. 

t  The  aoooont  of  this  flood  given  bv  G6niiis(voL  fi,  p.  190)  is  afanosC  word  fbr  iravd  the 
HUM  as  thai  in  this  lettar.  It  is  oviitait  either  that  Ooilins  had  fne  aooesa  to  Rmterli 
denmtcbes,  or  else,  as  is  now  generally  believed,  Hunter  supplied  Urn  with  the  dat»  from 
which  he  compiled,  with  slight  verbal  alterations,  his  second  votooie,  ITW-lSOOi. 
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home,  I  wish  to  exert  myself  as  much  as  possible,  and  not  to  let      1790 
any  opportunities  pass  away.  lo  April. 

I  cannot  help  regretting  that  so  much  time  and  money  has  been  jj^  ^^^.ts 
expended,  and  all  yet  to  no  purpose ;  but  such  events  are  not  to  being 
be  foretold.     Had  such  been  apply ed  at  a  proper  season  in  an   ^'^^ 
excursion  into  the  peak  of  Derbyshire,  or  the  northern  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  it  probably  might  have  greatly  tended  to  the  improve- 
ment of  British  botany. 

Soon  after  I  received  your  letter,  unfortunately,  I  got  a  violent 
cold,  by  which  and  the  severity  of  the  weather  prevented  me  f i*om 
going  to  the  place  you  pointed  out.  I  have  examined  the  Isle  of  iiis  labours 
Portsea  till  I  am  wearied  with  it.  To  be  sure,  I  have  found  "'  ^o*^*^»» 
several  plants  that  I  never  saw  growing  wild  before,  but  nothing 
that  I  can  call  new.  I  have  met  with  a  few  plants  that  I  am 
rather  doubtful  to  say  what  they  are,  on  account  of  their  being  in 
so  young  a  state  of  growth. 

If  what  I  have  stated  should  meet  with  your  approbation,  I 
hope  you  will  let  me  know.  I  can  walk  up  in  two  days  very  well, 
and  return  in  the  same  time.  If  it  so  happens  that  I  have  to  go 
in  the  Porpoise,  I  imagine  she  will  not  sail  before  the  convoy, 
which  is  appointed  on  the  11th  of  May ;  but  I  leave  all  to  your 
opinion.  I  am,  i!cc., 

Geo.  Caley. 

^oie  in  Sir  Joseph  Banks^a  luindwriiing : — I  will  replace  the  sir  Joecph's 
money  which  you  have  been  obliged  to  spend  at  Portsmouth,  and  "^^' 
have  no  objection  to  your  coming  up  if  Govr.  King  will  consent. 


The  Dcke  of  Portland  to  Governor  Hunter. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  12th  April,  1799.         12  April. 

You  will  receive  by  the  Porpoise  near  four  tons  of  a  new  copper 
copper  coinage  of  a  penny  each.*  coinage. 

The  total  value  of  the  above  coinage  is  £550,  which  you  will 
take  care  to  carry  to  the  credit  of  Government,  and  to  account  for 
it  in  making  such  payments  therewith  for  the  public  service  as 
you  shall  from  time  to  time  judge  most  advLseable. 

The  circulation  of  this  coinage  must  very  much  add  to  the 
comfort  and  convenience  of  individuals,  and  greatly  facilitate  their 
dealings  with  each  other. 

It  does  not  occur  to  me  that  there  can  be  any  inducement  or  To  be  kept 
motives  of  interest  for  sending  this  money  out  of  the  settlement;  %\Q^y^ 
but  if  the  contrary  should  be  the  case,  it  will  be  your  duty  to 

*  These  coins  were  sent  out  in  consequence  of  the  representations  of  Lieutenant-Governor 
King.— Ante,  pp.  611,  M2. 
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various  articles,*  and  have  sent  her  to  this  port,  where  she  has  been 
tried  by  a  Court  of  Vice- Admiralty  and  condemned  as  lawful  prize. 
Permit  me,  my  Lord,  to  take  the  liberty  of  observing  that  this 
colony  may  prove  at  some  future  period,  frora  its  situation,  a 
settlement  of  much  importance  in  case  of  either  a  Dutch  or  Spanish 
war.  I  have,  <Src., 

Jno.  Hunter. 

P.S. — 7th  June.  Nothing  can  distress  me  more,  my  Lord,  than 
to  have  occasion  to  relate  accidents  or  misfortunes  having  taken 
place  in  this  settlement.  But  it  wou'd  be  improper  to  conceal 
from  your  Grace's  knowledge  anything  which  can  in  the  smallest 
degree  occasion  expence  ;  1  therefore  add  by  way  of  postscript  to 
this  letter, — that  on  the  4th,  5th,  and  6th  of  June  a  very  heavy 
storm  of  wind  from  the  southward,  attended  by  an  incessant 
torrent  of  rain  during  those  three  days,  took  place  here ;  by  which 
several  highly  essential  buildings  of  a  public  nature,  which  have 
been  erected  by  great  labour  and  a  considerable  expence  of  time, 
but  which,  not  being  quite  cbmpleted,  were  blown  intirely  down, 
and  we  are  thereby  thrown  back  for  near  twelve  months  in  what 
I  hop'd  to  have  finished  in  a  very  short  time. 

The  house  erected  formerly  by  Governor  Phillip  for  the  resi- 
dence of  the  Govr.  when  his  duty  call'd  him  to  Parramatta,  having 
about  six  months  ago  fallen  down,  being  intirely  decay'd,  I  had 
got  another  of  better  construction  almost  up,  but  this  gale  has 
damaged  altho'  not  destroyed  it.  A  large  substantial  windmill 
tower  of  stone,  the  second  I  have  attempted  to  erect^  was  raised  to 
its  full  height,  and  we  were  employed  in  getting  on  its  roof,  but 
not  being  yet  clos'd  in,  or  sufficiently  shelter'd  from  the  storm,  it 
was  laid  down  to  the  ground  ;  a  variety  of  other  buildings  of 
less  magnitude,  but  equally  necessary,  are  either  leveFd  with  the 
ground  or  much  injured.  I  trust,  however,  my  Lord,  that  I  shall 
in  less  than  another  year  get  the  better  of  these  misfortunes,  and 
I  hope  without  creating  any  additional  expence  but  such  as  may  be 
the  consequence  of  a  loss  of  time.  J.H. 


SMaj'. 


oonvicta. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

8th  May,  1799. 
Parole — Deal.  Countersign — Downs. 

Gicthinir  for  Qn  Saturday  next  the  Commissary  will  issue  to  such  men  as  may 
be  entitled  as  much  blue  gurrah,t  and  some  thread,  as  will  make 
a  frock  and  pair  of  trousers.  The  women  and  children  who  may 
also  be  entitled  will  receive  a  proportion  in  the  beginning  of  the 
week.  Jno.  Hunter. 

*  Collins  (vol.  ii,  p.  805)  atatM  that  the  cargo  of  the  Spanish  vessel  consisted  of  sugar, 
flour,  and  an  ardent  spirit  simi'ar  to  the  aequa  ardente  of  BrastL  The  flour  and  wagu 
Hunter  allowed  to  be  sold  by  aution,  but  not  the  spirits. 

t  A  coarse  Indian  muslin,  described  by  Collins  as  not  much  better  than  bunting. 
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service  of  New  South  Wales,  I  am  to  desitie  that  the  necessary      1799 
directions  may  be  given  for  preparing  and  shipping  the  same  on    ^  j^^^ 
board  the  Porpoise,  armed  ship,  or  Walker,  transport,  at  Ports- 
moatih,  whichever  may  be  best  able  to  receive  them,  of  which 
notice  will  be  given  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two. 

The  above  ships  are  expected  to  sail  in  about  a  week  or  ten 
days.  I  am,  <S:c., 

Portland. 

Mb.  R.  Moss*  to  Lieutenant-Governor  King. 

Dear  Sir,  Whitehall,  26th  April,  1799. 

Mr.  King  has  received  your  letter,!  and  wished  very  much 
to  get  some  allowance  for  you  according  to  your  request,  but  finds 
upon  enquiry  that  there  is  no  precedent  for  it. 

When  a  Governor  first  goes  out  he  is  sent  in  a  ship-of-war,  for  Allowance 
which  a  certain  allowance  is  made  to  the  captain  of  the  ship,  and  ^vemors. 
in  some  cases  where  he  does  not  take  his  passage  on  board  a  ship- 
of-war  the  usual  allowance  is  paid  to  the  Governor  himself,  and 
he  finds  his  own  passage ;  but  this  allowance  where  he  finds  his 
own  passage  is  only  made  the  first  time  a  Governor  goes  out,  for 
afterwards  he  passes  backwards  and  forwards  at  his  own  expence. 

With  respect  to  the  guns,  the  Duke  of  Portland  has  ordered 
four  iron  twelve-pounders  on  wooden  carriages  to  be  shipped 
cm  board  the  Porpoise  or  the  Walker,  whichever  is  best  able  to 
cany  them.  J  The  iron  guns  are  particularly  recommended  by  iron  guna  v 
the  Ordnance  Board,  as  well  as  the  wooden  carriages,  the  latter  ^'■■*  ^^ 
of  which  are  done  over  with  a  composition  so  as  to  endure  any 
climate.  They  say  that  there  are  similar  ones  in  the  West  Indies, 
where  they  have  been  for  eight  years,  and  are  as  good  as  they 
were  at  first.  The  brass  guns  get  out  of  repair.  A  proper  pro- 
portion of  amunition  is  ordered  with  them.  You  must  not  fail 
to  send  word  by  return  of  post  whether  the  Porpoise  is  able  to 
carry  them.  Yours  truly, 

R.  Moss. 

Under  Secretary  King  to  Sir  S.  Cottrell. 
Sir,  Whitehall,  29th  April,  1799.         29  April. 

I  have  laid  before  the  Duke  of  Portland  your  letter  to  me 
of  the  3rd  instant^  on  the  subject  of  the  copper  coinage  to  be  sent  Copper 
to  New  South  Wales,  and  am  directed  by  his  Grace  to  acquaint  ScoScmy' 
you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  for  Trade 
and  Foreign  Plantations,  that  some  copper  pence  to  the  value  of 
£550  have  been  taken  from  the  coinage  which  had  been  provided 
for  the  Cape  of  Cood  Hope,  and  have  been  sent  for  the  use  of  the 
settlement  at  New  South  Wales,  on  board  the  Porpoise,  now  about 

*  ICr.  Mom  wm  an  official  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
t  Tlilt  MUr  is  Boi  aiiMtofit  the  ReooRli. 
I  Ante,  pw  OSe. 

VOL.  Ill — 2  T 
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uib«.  llt^  Maj,  1799. 

Parole — Plymouth.  Coantenign — Dock. 

Medicftl  Department. 

w^'Srorih.  ^^  Thursday,  the  16th  instant,  Mr.  D'Arcy  Went  worth  will  take 
the  Farramatta  duty,  and  Mr.  James  Mileham  will  retam  to  the 
duty  of  Sydney.  Jno.  Huivtbr. 


G.  SuTTOE  TO  8iB  Joseph  Baitkb.     (Banks  Papers.) 

H.M.  ship  Porpoise, 
16  May.         Sir,  Spithead,  16th  May,  1799. 

piantfl  for  J  take  the  liberty  of  informing  you  that  I  this  day  reoeiyed 

wSm  "  Ai^d  planted  the  plants  sent  down — two  olives,  two  carribs,  lemon 
grass,  spring  grass,  cactis,  ginger,  strawberys,  and  campher  plants, 
— all  of  whi<£  arrived  without  the  smallest  injury,  and  it  is  with 
pleasure  I  acquaint  you,  sir,  that  the  garden  is  realy  in  a  flourishing 
condition.  The  vines,  hops,  apples,  pears,  peaches,  nectrines,  nuts, 
herbs,  and  indeed  everything  Lb  in  the  most  healthy  state.  Pennit 
me,  sir,  as  a  humble  and  trifling  return  for  the  many  favors  I 
have  received  from  you,  since  I  am  about  to  leave  my  native 
country,  to  give  you  my  most  sincere  thanks.  Believe  me,  sir,  it 
Gratitude  to  ig  the  thanks  of  a  heart  sincerely  grateful,  and  which  will  ever 
bIuiIu!^  remain  so  for  your  goodness.  My  wife  too  begs  you  will  accept 
the  grateful  acknowledgments  of  her  heart  Your  liberality  has 
been  the  means  of  making  us  truely  happy  and  comfortable,  and 
since  my  good  fortune  has  made  me  an  object  that  you  are  pleased 
to  be  oonoemed  for,  it  will  allways  be  my  first  object  to  render 
myself  worthy  your  good  opinion,  which  I  hope  I  shall  allways  be 
so  fortunate  as  to  enjoy.  One  thing  more,  sir,  I  must  intrude 
upon  you,  that  is :  Heaven  has  blessed  me  with  a  young  boy,  and 
both  my  wife  and  son  are  in  a  fair  way.  G.S.  is  happy  to  hear  Sir 
Joseph  Banks  enjoys  a  good  state  of  health ;  hopes  Lady  Banks, 
Mrs.  Banks,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anfriere  inherit  the  same  blessing. 
That  they  and  you,  sir,  may  long  enjoy  it  is  the  sincere  wish  of, 
Ac,  G.  SuTToa. 


G.  Calbt  to  Sib  Joseph  Bajtks.     (Banks  Papers.) 
18  May.         Sir  Joseph,  Portsea,  18th  May,  1799. 

Cjmriag*  of  According  to  your  request^  I  here  send  you  the  account  of 

^  the  expence  of  bringing  the  plants  down,  which,  from  London  to 

delivering  them  to  the  ship,  amounts  to  XI  7s.  5d. 
(^^*  I  do  not  imagine  that  while  I  am  in  New  South  Wales  I  shall 

not  want  any  wearing  apparel,  except  shoes,  which  I  have  just 
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Your  Grace  will  observe  that  those  officers  are  highly  dissatisfied       1799 
bhat  I  shou'd  interdict  or  suspend  the  immediate  execution  of  a    ^  ^p^^^ 
verdict  given  by  the  Court  of  which  they  were  members,  and  that 
(in  consequence  of  certain  reports  which  at  this  time  prevailed, 
and  which,  if  founded  in  truth,  it  appeared  to  me  shou'd  have  come 
before  the  Court)  I  should  have  ventur'd  to  order  a  Court  of  T*ie  Court 
Inquiry  into  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  those  reports,  as  highly 
material  to  a  prisoner  who  had  been  found  guilty  by  that  Court.* 

How  far  I  have  been  right  or  wrong  in  the  exercise  of  that  power 
which  his  Majesty  has  been  pleas'd  to  deligate  to  the  Grovernor  of 
this  territory,  I  will  not  allow  those  gentlemen  to  be  the  judges ; 
I  submit  that  to  your  Grace's  wisdom,  to  whom  I  hold  myself  re- 
sponsible.    Their  manner  of  expressing  themselves  to  me,  as  the  The  tone 
commander-in-chief  here,  is  what  I  cannot  sutfer  to  pass  without  Jfl^JJa* 
representation.     They  speak  of  not  tamely  submitting,  &c.,  and  letter. 
that  they  are  not  to  be  deter'd  from  a  consciencious  discharge  of 
their  duty,  «kc.     If  this  kind  of  language  is  to  be  permitted  upon 
public  service,  we  may  reasonably  expect  it  will,  in  time,  be  carried 
much  farther.     My  letter  to  the  Judge- Advocate — after  the  most 
close,  carefull,  and  impartial  investigation  of  the  minutes  of  the 
particular  trial  alluded  to — is  her' with  inclosed,  together  with  other 
papers  which  relate  to  it.f    From  these  documents  your  Grace  will  ^jj^ '^j 
discover  my  reason  for  sending  this  trial  to  England,  and  for  the  trial. 
desiring  that  the  votes  for  and  against  the  verdict  be  given  with 
it,  and  that  I  have  done  in  order  to  shew  whether  there  is  or  not 
grounds  for  fearing  that  party  is  likely  to  make  its  way  into  our 
Court.     Notwithstiinding  the  favorable  testimony  I  had  given  of 
the  prisoner,  I  hold  myself  wholly  uninfluenc'd  by  any  partial 
motive ;  I  am  govern'd,  as  becomes  my  duty,  by  the  most  rigid 
and  inflexible  justice  ;  and  were  it  necessary  to  collect  the  variety 
of  strange  circumstances  which  have  attended  this  trial,  your 
Grace  wou'd,  I  trust,  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  my  motives  in 
saying  so  much  upon  it. 

Those  gentlemen,  in  their  letter,  insinuate  something  respecting  insinuations 
animadvertions  of  mine  upon  what  they  call  their  verdict,  and  of  °'  ^^^"• 
marginal  notes  which  they  understand  I  am  to  make  upon  the 
face  of  the  minutes  of  that  Court,  and  which  I  confess  myself  at  a 
loss  to  understand,  not  having  convers'd  with  any  person  on  the 
subject,  except  the  Judge- Advocate,  when  I  gave  him  my  opinion, 
in  private,  upon  the  verdict,  by  observing  that  there  appear'd  to  a  pri\'ate 
me,  from  the  perusal  of  the  minutes,  to  have  been  an  error,  and  gJ[J° 
that,  in  my  judgement,  the  evidence  for  the  prosecution,  if  seriously 
considered  as  it  ought  certainly  to  be,  wou'd  not  warrant  a  sentence 
such  as  had  been  pass'd  upon  the  prisoner.    This  observation  of 

*  The  case  referred  to  will  be  seen  by  the  enclosure  to  this  letter  to  be  the  trial  of  Isaac 
Nidiob.— Ante,  p.  584  et  aeq. 

t  These  papers  form  endoturea  to  Hunter's  letter  to  Portland  of  21st  Februao'i  1700. — 
Ante,  p.  670. 
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Fktisraei  of 
office. 


1799  This,  be  aasuredy  mj  friend  Bentham,  ia  a  most  irksome  oou- 

20  Umy.     mand,  proceeding  from  a  variety  of  causes  not  necessary  to  be 

-r~~       enumerated  now,  and  its  advantages  are  altogether  in  the  honor 

command,    and  respectability  of  the  appointment,  for  handsome  as  tiie  salary 

appears  upon  paper,  it  will  take  nearly  the  whole,  in  the  present 

state  of  the  colony,  to  defray  the  expenses  attendant  upon  the 

situation. 

The  fatigue  to  which  the  Governor  of  this  territory  must  snb- 
mit,  both  mental  and  corporeal,  is  far  beyond  any  idea  you  can 
have  of  the  nature  of  his  duty  rendering  such  fatigue  necessary 
in  the  Commander-in-Chief.  I  may  venture,  however,  to  assure 
you,  that  had  I  been  gifted  with  the  power  of  looking  into 
future  events,  happy  as  I  shall  ever  be  to  obey  the  commands 
of  his  Majesty  and  to  go  wherever  he  may  be  pleased  to  order 
me,  I  never  should  have  covetted  that  which  now  occupys  mj 
endeavours  ;  in  short,  altho'  I  possess  not  a  shilling  in  the  world 
besides  my  Commission  in  the  Navy,  my  present  salary  would  not 
have  been  an  object  sufficient  to  have  inclined  me  to  return  to 
this  country,  for  after  all  I  suffered  formerly  in  its  service  my 
troubles  then  were  by  no  means  equal  to  my  fotigues  now  :  that 
convenient  gift  I  am  mentioning  would  have  laid  open  to  my 
view  those  works  which  I  shall  ever  believe  were  intentionally 
designed  for  my  embarrassment,  but  you  will  not  su^^pose  to 
distress  me  individually  could  be  the  object ;  but  it  app^tfed  to 
be  considered  a  disappointment  that  another  naval  officer  should 
be  appointed  to  the  chief  command.  I  have  struggled  on  under 
every  possible  difficulty,  and  as  it  has  pleased  God  to  give  me 
health  and  strength  equal  to  my  zeal,  I  will  continue  to  hope 
that  I  may  be  able  to  act  in  such  way  as  may  give  satisfaction 
to  his  Majesty.  When  my  health  and  strength  begin  to  decline, 
which  according  to  the  common  course  of  nature  I  ought  to 
expect  before  long,  I  will  then  decline  my  present  office,  aod 
endeavour  to  obtain  his  Majesty's  penmssion  to  do  so;  untill 
that  time  I  will  persevere  in  my  best  exertions  for  conquering 
Srend?*°  every  difficulty,  whether  they  be  natural  or  artificial  ones,  of 
which  last  kind  we  have  too  many  people  in  this  colony  disposed 
to  create  all  they  can. 

My  former  knowledge  and  acquaintance  with  this  country  en- 
couraged me  in  a  hope,  which,  however,  has,  in  some  respects, 
proved  delusive,  that  I  should  with  ease  to  myself  and  with  proper 
effect  and  advantage  to  the  public  have  heext  able  to  manage  all 
the  duties  of  my  office  ;  but  I  had  not  been  long  entered  upon  it 
before  I  was  awakened  from  that  dream  of  comfort  and  satisfac- 
tion the  prospect  of  which  I  had  so  vainly  indulged  ;  the  seeds  of 
those  vexations,  which  had  so  disappointed  me,  had  been  sown 
for  a  very  considerable  tim^  and  being  rather  of  a  prolific  nature 


Hunter  In- 
tentionally 
embar- 
nueed. 


He  will 


Hunter'0 
disappoint- 
ment. 
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anumgst  such  a  people,  had  gained  so  mnch  sfcrength  that  it  will      1700 

require  immense  labour  to  grub  them  up  by  the  root.     I  have    20itoy. 

persisted  in  any  attempt  to  that  end,  and  mean  not  to  change  my       - — 

system,  which,  be  assured,  from  being  calculated  to  lay  restraints  minationto  i 

upon  every  species  of  vice  and  immorality,  cannot  amongst  such  P«"e^'<?w-  j 

characters  be  a  very  popular  one  ;  that,  however,  will  be  a  matter  I 

of  no  immediate  concern  to  me  if  I  succeed  only  in  a  small  degree  | 

to  check  the  growing  profligacy  and  abandoned  turn  of  the  lower 

classes  of  the  people,  altho'  I  may  be  censured  on  the  spot  by  those 

whose  views  and  interests  may  be  effected  by  my  endeavours.     I 

have  no  doubt  in  due  time  I  shall  receive  that  credit  which  may 

be  my  right,  and  which  is  all  I  require. 

This  is  a  good  country,  and  '^ill  do  well,  but  its  progress  in  im-  a  good 
provement  would  be  considerably  hastened  could  Government  be  ^^^'y- 
prevailed  upon  not  to  overstock  us  with  the  worst  description  of 
characters ;  for  whilst  the  mass  of  the  people  continue  to  be  of  that 
class,  our  dij£culties  will  ever  be  very  considerable,  and  the  indus- 
trious and  well-disposed  become  a  continual  prey  to  the  idle  and 
worthlesa  It  will  at  all  times  give  me  much  pleasure  to  hear  from 
you,  and  any  of  my  friends  the  members  of  the  Transport  Board 
will  readily  forward  any  letter  you  may  favour  me  with. 

I  am,  &c,f 
Jno.  Hunter. 

GOVEBNMENT  AND  GENERAL  OrDER. 

20th  May,  1799. 

Parole — Seasonable.  Countersign — ^Weather. 

The  price  of  fresh  pork  having  for  some  time  past  been  raised,  in  The  price  of 
consequence  of  the  failure  of  our  last  harvest,  and  designed  as  a  ^^^ 
temporary  relief  to  those  who  had  suffered  by  that  misfortune,  it 
is  now  to  be  understood  that  the  Commissary  is  directed  to  return 
to  the  price  formerly  established,  viz.,  ninepence  per  fi).,  for  all 
which  may  be  offered  after  Saturday  next,  the  25th  instant. 

Jno.  Hunter. 


Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 

(Banks  Papers.) 

Dear  Sir,  Portsea,  26th  May,  1799.         26  May. 

The  plants  you  were  so  kind  to  send  down  by  Cayley  were  ThepiMta 
all  planted  the  day  after  they  came  down,  and  are  now  in  very  good  pS^^^Jf" 
order.    Every  other  plant  looks  extreemly  well.   We  are  anxiously 
expecting  some  good  news  respecting  the  fleets  which  cause  our 
doteation.     I  hope  a  very  few  days  will  bring  us  some  accounts, 
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1709      and  those  of  a  favourable  nature.    We  are  rather  alarmed  here  on 
ss  May.     acoount  of  Admiral  Whiteside's  detachment. 

Caiey  and  I  am  afraid  Cayley  will  not  be  able  to  accomplish  the  business 
the  sextant  ^f  ^jj^  longitude  for  want  of  qualified  assistants  in  his  journey. 
The  latitude  he  will  easily  and  soon  be  master  of,  which  can  be  as 
soon  found  by  a  Readley's  quadrant  as  by  the  sextant,  which  he 
will  put  so  much  out  of  order  if  given  to  him  as  to  be  ever  useless. 
A  very  good  ten-inch  Keadley's  quadrant  can  be  got  here  for  two 
guineas  and  a  half,  which  I  think  will  soon  be  so  familiar  to  him 
as  to  make  it  a  more  desirable  instrument  than  the  sextant  you 
sent  for  him,  which  still  remains  in  my  possession,  and  may  here^ 
after  be  serviceable  to  him  or  some  other  person ;  or,  if  you  please, 
I  will  return  it  again.  I  think  we  shall  be  able  to  manage  every- 
thing else  very  well. 

The  Lady  I  have  heard  nothing  more  about  the  Lady  Nelson,  but  at  the 
^'^"-  same  time  am  certain  that  everything  in  your  power  has  been  done. 
T  do  not  think  she  ought  to  be  later  in  sailing  from  England  than 
the  latter  end  of  August.  There  is  one  thing  in  her  equipment 
which  is  not  allowed  of  in  the  Navy,  but  which  is  of  an  al^lute 
necessity  to  vessells  employed  on  the  service  for  which  she  is 
ironcittins  destined,  t.e.,  iron  chains  for  the  cables  to  be  passed  round  from 
the  ring  of  the  anchor  about  seven  fathoms  on  the  cable,  to  pre- 
vent the  cable  being  rubbed  or  the  anchor  lost  on  corally  bottoms. 
These  chains  should  be  made  the  same  as  those  used  for  the  traces 
of  carts  sometimes,  but  much  smaller.  There  should  be  three  of 
them  to  boom  each  cable,  as  above  described.  In  case  the  whaler 
should  stop  at  the  Brazils,  I  have  given  Col.  Paterson  a  copy  of 
your  paper.  Col.  P.  and  myself  join  in  best  respects  to  yourself 
and  the  ladies.  I  ^m,  &c., 

Philip  Gidley  King. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

81  May.  3 1st  May,  1799. 

Parole — Shoreham.  Countersign — Seaford. 

TheKing*g  TUESDAY  next,  the  4th  of  June,  being  the  anniversary  of  his 
inhd^.  JVIajesty's  birth,  the  military  will  parade  at  12  o'clock,  and  fire 
three  volleys  in  honor  of  the  same.  The  battery s  upon  the  west 
and  east  points  of  the  Cove  will  fire  between  them  twenty-one 
guns.  The  military  will  take  the  direction  of  the  west  battery, 
and  the  seamen  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Supply  the  east.  The  aallute 
will  be  fired  at  1  o'clock,  and  begin  at  the  east  point 

Jno.  Hunter. 
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[Enclosure  No.  2.]  1799 

Governor  Hunter  to  Military  Officers.  so  April. 

Gentlemen,  6th  April,  1799. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  this  day,*  and  in  reply  thereto  Minutes  of 
I  have  to  inform  you  that  your  communication  from  the  Judge-  {^  be'sent 
Advocate  respecting  my  intention  of  laying  before  the  King's  home. 
minister  the  minutes  of  the  trial  of  the  prisoner  Isaac  Nichols  is 
correct ;  and  I  will  be  candid  enough  to  tell  you,  gentlemen,  that 
T  have  resolved  upon  this  measure  from  motives  of  duty. 

That  trial  has  appear'd  to  me  so  very  different  from  anything 
of  that  nature  which  has  heretofore  happen'd  in  this  country  tliat 
I  have  taken  much  pain  and  time  in  the  investigation  of  the 
minutes,  and  in  considering  the  different  evidence,  and  I  have 
form'd  my  opinion  of  tlie  verdict  from  that  investigation.  Con-  importance 
ceiving  it,  therefore,  as  a  matter  of  the  highest  importance  to  his  **'  *^®  ^"*** 
Majesty's  subjects  inhabiting  this  colony,  I  have  determined  to 
apply  for  instructions  from  his  Majesty's  minister,  which  instruc- 
tions I  trust  will  be  founded  upon  the  wisdom  of  the  highest  law 
authoritys  in  the  kingdom.  And  let  me  also  inform  you,  gentle- 
men, that  I  have  not  the  smallest  objection  to  transmitting  with 
my  despatches  any  papers  you  may  have  to  forward. 

Not  having  received  any  official  information  relative  to  tlie  Verdict 
individual  opinions  of  the  Court,  I  can  only  imagine  from  your  Sljiority. 
own  letter  that  you,  gentlemen,  together  with  the  Judge- Advocate, 
were  the  majority  for  the  verdict  given,  which  verdict,  from  my 
examination  of  the  trial  itself,  I  have  ventured  to  consider  erro- 
nious,  as  the  evidence  strikes  me;  it  will  therefore  remain  for  a 
time  uncertain  which  judgement  is  the  most  correct. 

In  Courts-martial  it  is  forbidden  by  the  oatli  administer'd  to  Constitution 
the  members  that  the  opinions  of  the  individuals  shou'd  be  made  court!"*"^ 
public,  and  in  jurys  they  are  to  be  unanimous  ;  our  Court  is  not 
exactly  similar  to  either,  and  when  the  members  are  no  doubt 
governed  by  conscience  and  the  evidence  before  them,  it  can  be  of 
little  consequence  to  them  who  is  acquainted  with  their  respective 
opinions.  But  on  the  present  occasion  it  in  only  for  the  information 
oi  his  Maj's  minister,  in  order  that  he  may  see  how  far  the  Court 
was  unanimous  or  divided. 

I  know  not  what  animadversions  you  allude  to  when  you  com-  The  officers* 
plain  of  being  harshly  treated  by  those  which  you  say  I  have  made  <»»"P^"t^- 
upon  your  verdict,  and  I  wish  to  be  inform 'd  what  they  are,  and 
by  whom  you  have  been  inform 'd  of  them. 

The  design  of  the  Court  of  Enquiry  I  instituted  was  for  the 
purpose  clearly  expressed  in  the  letter  or  precept  address'd  to  its 
members,  and  it  was  intended  by  me,  as  well  as  the  minutes  of 
that  enquiry,  to  accompany  the  trials  which  I  forward  to  England. 

*  Ante,  p.  661. 
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1790      that  the  money  that  I  have  spent  here,  without  finding  anything, 

3  jQM.     how  far  I  could  have  extended  it  in  a  mountainoas  country  in  the 

north  of  England.  I  am,  dec., 

G.  Calet. 

Ex-GovsBifOR  Phillip  to  Lieutbnast-Govbbkor  Kjhg. 

5  June.         My  Dear  Sir,  Portsmouth,  5th  June,  1799. 

Phflupi'im)-  As  two  of  the  cows  lost  soon  after  onr  landing  in  New 

^Lttie!'*  South  Wales  were  my  property,  I  have  an  undoubted  dalm  to  a 
share  in  the  cattle  since  found  to  have  increased  in  so  extraordi- 
nary a  manner,  and  as  Government  puts  the  care  of  such  part  of 
their  cattle  to  which  they  have  a  c&im  under  the  protection  of 
the  Governor  for  the  time  being,  I  now  give  to  you  all  my  interest 
therein,  to  diqxwe  of  as  you  may  judge  proper ;  and  in  doing  this 
I  may,  and  certainly  shall,  render  a  very  essential  servioe  to 
that  country,  as  no  cattle  can  be  kiUed  without  the  consent  of  the 
Governor  and  yourself  or  whoever  you  vest  your  property  in  when 
you  leave  the  country. 

Wishing  you  health  and  every  good,         I  remain,  dzc, 

A.  Phiixip. 

When  the  cows  were  lost  they  were  five  in  number ;  three  were 
the  property  of  the  Crown,  and  two  were  mine.  The  bull  and 
heifer  belonged  to  the  Crown  also. 


GOVBRNIIENT  AND  GSNBRAL   ObDBR. 

10  Jnne.  10th  June,  1 799. 

Parole — Deliberate.  Countersign — Consult. 

Hunter  ooD-  The  Grovemor  desires  to  meet  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
lui^ng  of  colony — civil,  military,  and  naval — on  Wednesday,  the  1 2  th  instant, 
o*ce«  and   at  1 1  o'dock  in  the  forenoon,  at  the  Court-room  in  Sydney,  upon 

*"*         business  of  a  public  nature.*  Jxo.  HuirrBR. 


GOVBRNHENT  AND  GENERAL  ObDER. 

11  June.  1 1  th  J  une,  1 799. 

Parole — Attention.  Countersign — Deliberation. 

The  hoaia  of  Fboh  the  shortness  of  the  days  and  the  late  hours  at  which  the 
c^tots!'^     people  assemble  at  their  work  in  the  morning,  it  is  not  possible 
that  a  fair  day's  task  can  be  finished  by  1  o'clock. 

*  Under  date  June,  1790,  OoUins  (vol.  ii,  p.  814)  atetes  :->'*  The  erecting  of  tfaeitone 
nrlBon  at  Sydney  beinf  found  to  create  much  expence,  as  well  as  require  much  thne,  the 
Oovemor  oalled  a  meenngr  of  the  offlcera,  pfinoifial  inhabitante,  and  laodoifuen,  and  pre' 
]KMed  an  awemneut  to  he  furnished  by  each,  as  well  of  money  as  of  labour,  which  wee 
readily  airreed  to  on  their  part ;  and  tiiat  neoessaiy  building  was  thenceforth  canted  oe  at 
their  expenoe,  the  public  storas  only  tuniishing  such  iron  as  mi|^t  be  required.**  This  was 
doubtless  the  medung  convened  by  the  above  ^der.  It  was  rendered  the  more  necessary 
to  call  in  the  aid  of  private  peisons  by  reason  of  the  destntottvs  horticaae  of  tlie  4tli,  Slli. 
and  «th  June,  1709.  The  stone  prison  was  built  at  what  is  now  the  northern  oomsr  of 
Oeoige-strcet  and  Enez'Street.    Siw  slso  post,  p.  fl04. 
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GOYHUrOR  HUITTBB  TO  ThB   DuKB  OF   POBTLAND.^  1799 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord  Dnke,  1st  May,  1799.  i  May. 

It  becomes  necessary  I  shou'd  inform  your  Grace  that  since  a  drought. 
I  did  myself  the  honour  of  writing  by  the  ship  Marquis  Comwallis 
Md  Bengal),!  *  duplicate  of  which  letter  I  send  by  this  conveyance, 
I  have  anxiously  waited  for  an  opportunity  of  comnnicating  the 
vast  disappointment  we  have  experienc'd  in  the  hope  and  prospect 
of  a  very  abundant  harvest,  from  a  most  tedious  and  unfortunate 
drought.    I  can  scarsely  say  that  we  have  had  a  shower  of  rain  for 
the  last  ten  months.     Our  maize  crops  have  completely  fail'd  us 
from  that  cause,  and  this  will  occa.<«ion  a  great  reduction  in  our 
stock  of  swine.     The  wheat  harvest  has  not  tum'd  out  more  than 
one-third  of  what^  from  the  quantity  of  ground  sown  with  that 
grain,  we  had  a  right  to  have  expected  had  the  season  been  moder- 
ately favorable.      The  whole  country  has  been  in  a  blaze  of  fire,  ^^,® 
our  pasturage  for  a  time  destroy 'd,  and  the  streams  of  fresh  water  countoa 
almost  exhausted  ;  this  occasions  the  whole  of  our  grazing  cattle  o^/*  ^' 
to  suffer  much,  still  I  am  in  hope  our  loss  from  these  unfortunate 
circumstances  will  not  be  so  great  as  might  be  expected.  | 

Your  Grace  will  pardon  me  fcM*  repeating  what  the  excessive 
sufferings  of  the  people  are  for  want  of  cloathing  and  bedding. 
Our  storehouses  are  now  completely  empty,  and  had  not  the  most  ^P^ 
rigid  and  scrupulous  oeconomy  been  practised  for  a  very  long  time 
past,  it.  is  scarsely  possible  to  describe  what  we  mutt  have  suffered. 
Norfolk  Island  feels  equally  in  consequence  of  our  inability  to 
supply  their  demands.  No  sufficient  supply  of  such  necessaiies 
have  been  received  here  since  the  arrival  of  the  Sylph  twcr  and  a 
half  years  past  ;§  and  at  the  time  we  receiv'd  her  cargo  the  people 
were  nearly  naked.  Your  Grace  may  have  imagined  that  the 
Ganges,  Britannia,  Barwell,  and  a  second  Britannia,  added  to  our 
stock  of  such  articles;  but  some  of  those  ships  landed  their  con- 
victs either  in  rags  or  half-naked,  and  we  had  them  to  cloath  ^Jj^*^ 
from  our  savings. 

As  your  Grace  is  sufficiently  acquainted  with  what  description 
of  character  the  mass  of  the  people  in  this  colony  is  composed 
of,  and  that  some  of  those  who  have  been  sent  here  are  far  from 
being  well  effected  to  our  government,  you  will  not  be  surprised 
that  the  little  intercourse  we  at  this  time  have  with  the  mother 
country  shou'd  give  room  for  the  dropping  of  siditious  anonimous  Seditious 
papers,  threatening  what  will  be  done  at  the  proper  time.     The 

•This  letter  wss  marked  by  Hunter  "  No.  89,"  while  tlut  of  Zlst  FebruAry  (ante,  p.  579) 
WMmnnbersd  40 ;  it  wooM  sppear  from  this  that  the  letter  of  Sl«t  Febnuuy  was  kept  bock 
•ome  months. 

t  The  Manftils  Comwallis  sidled  from  Sydney  aa  Srd  December,  1798.  The  letter  Hunter 
here  rsfbrs  to  was  dated  1st  November,  1TB6.— Ante,  p.  504. 

t  It  win  be  seen  by  tiie  postoript  to  this  letter  that  the  drought  broke  up  in  the  first  week 
of  June,  1799.  with  very  heavy  southerly  wind  and  rainstorms. 

f  The  Sylph  arrived  at  9ymuj  on  17th  Norembsr,  1796. 
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18  June. 

Provision 
for  King's 
famOy. 


Mr.  R.  Moss  to  Lieutbkant-Governob  King. 

(King  Papers.) 

Secretary  of  State's  Office, 

Dear  Sir,  18th  June,  1799. 

Mr.  King  being  much  occupied  has  desired  me  to  assure 
you  that  in  case  of  any  accident  happening  to  you  (which  I 
hope  will  not  be  the  case)  he  will  take  care  that  your  family  shall 
receive  the  amount  of  the  valuation  of  your  sheep,  together  with 
a  proportionate  sum  for  their  increase.  R.  Moss. 


i 


25  June. 

Delay  of  the 
Porpoise. 


Repeated 

disappoint- 

luents. 


A  dis- 
agreeable 
cireuni- 
stance. 


"More 
money. 


G.  Caley  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 
(Banks  Papers.) 

Sir  Joseph,  Porpoise,  Spitbead,  25th  June,  1799. 

It  is  with  great  reluctance  that  I  inform  you  that  my 
expectation  of  the  PorpoLse  sailing  with  the  East  India  fleet  has 
proved  abortive.     When  that  fleet  was  getting  under  weigh  it 
was  said  we  should  in  a  few  days  set  sail,  along  with  the  Lancaster ; 
but  now  there  is  nothing  said  about  the  matter.     Govr.  King  has 
now  left  the  ship,  and  took  lodgings  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  but  I 
am  told  it  is  only  for  a  few  days.     These  few  days,  I  am  afraid, 
will  prove  as  usual,  that  is,  a  few  months.     I  cannot  conceive  how 
these  delays  are  caused.     Every  now  and  then  great  bustle  is  made, 
and  we  are  going  to  sea  immediately,  but  hitherto  this  all  has 
proved  fruitless.     It  is  highly  mortifying  to  see  fleets  after  fleets 
to  sail  that  were  said  that  we  should  have  gone  witL     Being  kept 
in  this  suspence  is  worse  to  me  than  being  in  a  prison,  by  not 
knowing  the  time  when  the  mind  will  be  released.     It  is  very 
disagreeable  being  on  shipboard  in  an  harbour  in  this  capacity,  and 
with  being  so  much  crowded,  so  as  to  have  a  very  disagreeable 
birth.     All  inconveniences  I  should  very  gladly  put  up  with  was 
the  ship  to  set  sail.     There  is  another  very  disagreeable  circum- 
stance that  I  cannot  help  mentioning,  which  is,  one  of  the  men 
being  very  lousy,  by  which  this  evil  is  greatly  increasing,  and  I 
am  afraid  it  still  will  do  so,  until  the  capt.  comes  on  board,  and 
uses  proper  means  to  suppress  it,  for  none  yet  have  been  used. 
It  is  with  difficulty  that  I  can  keep  clear  from  them.     In  my 
opinion  such  cases  as  these  should  not  be  delayed  when  they 
have  made  their  appearance,  for  cleanlyness  is  certainly  a  great 
preservation  to  health. 

For  the  liberality  that  you  have  bestowed  upon  me  I  am  afraid 
I  shall  never  be  able  to  return  you  an  ample  satisfaction,  and  now 
am  under  the  obligation  of  asking  you  for  more  money,  though, 
at  the  same  time,  I  am  greatly  ashamed  by  so  doing.    Whether  I 
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remain  on  board  or  go  on  shore,  expences  keep  still  presenting      1799 
themselves  by  consuming  matters  that  ought  to  have  been  done    25  j^ne, 
while  in  foreign  ports.     As  the  season  is  greatly  advanced,  and  I 
never  expect  to  have  an  opportunity  of  being  any  length  of  time 
in  the  south  of  England  again,  I  should  like  to  make  an  excursion 
every  now  and  then  about  the  distance  of  twenty  miles  from 
Portsmouth.     But  in  these  excursions  I  cannot  make  that  dis-  9^^^ 
covery  as  a  person  that  is  settled ;  for  when  anything  presents  excursions, 
itself  that  I  do  not  thoroughly  understand  I  have  not  the  oppor- 
tunity of  cultivating  it.    This  is  the  method  that  Mr.  Curtis's 
late  gardiner  used  to  do — if  they  proved  to  be  what  was  known 
before,  they  were  easily  cast  away.    Parcels  of  this  description  are 
not  worth  the  carriage  of  sending  to  town  for  to  be  cultivated.     I 
^tter  myself  in  saying  that  I  can  travel  iipon  as  little  expences 
as  most  people,  but  I  found  the  Isle  of  Wight  to  be  an  expen- 
sive place.     I  imagine  this  is  owing  to  its  being  a  place  of  great 
resortment  to  in  the  time  of  summer,  and  to  the  great  number  of 
soldiers  that  are  stationed  along  the  coast ;  but  it  is  certainly  a 
delightful  place  for  a  botanist  to  visit. 

Grovemor  King  ordered  his  grocer  to  furnish  me  with  as  much  Orocerioe. 
tea  and  sugar  as  he  (the  Governor)  thought  proper,  and  also  some 
shot,  for  he  said  I  could  not  get  any  in  New  South  Wales,  though 
powder  I  might.  The  former,  had  it  not  been  for  custom,  I  would 
have  gone  without,  for  I  think  it  is  carrying  the  matter  to  too 
great  an  expence.  Whatever  another  person  can  live  upon,  I  can 
do  the  same. 

Soon  after  I  had  sent  you  the  small  plant  enclosed  in  the  letter,  a  botanical 
with  much  trouble  I  got  to  my  books,  and  found  it  to  be  nothing  "P*^*"**^"- 
more  than  CampantUa  hybrida  in  a  minute  state,  owing  to  its 
parched,  elevated  growth.  It  was  one  of  the  few  that  was  not  in 
Mr.  Curtis's  desideratae  of  British  plants  the  time  that  I  was  with 
him.  Its  corolla  being  deeply  divided,  never  caused  me  to  think 
of  its  being  a  Campanula,  The  drawing  that  you  sent  to  me,  I 
'''^U  do  ray  best  to  prove  whether  it  is  a  deception  or  not.  The 
garden  on  board  the  ship  is  in  a  flourishing  state. 

I  am,  (S:c, 

Geoboe  Caley. 

Memo,  hy  Sir  Joseph  Banks: — June  27.     Sent  him  £10. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

27th  June,  1799.         27  June. 

Parole — Camberwell.  Countersign — Walworth. 

The  Commissary  is  directed  to  issue  on  Saturday  next  to  each  ciothinif  fcr 
^'^an  belonging  to  the   public   working   gangs  of   Sydney   and  ^°^'*^'*** 
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1790      Farramatta,  one  jacket,  one  waistcoat,  a  pair  breecbes  and  pair 
27  jmMu    of  stockings ;  and  on  Saturday,  the  6ik  July,  the  gangs  at  the 
Hawkesbnry  will  have  the  same  proportion. 

After  the  general  mnster  such  other  persons  as  maybe  entitled 
The  lait  will  also  receive  a  supply  of  the  above  articles.  This  issue  being 
oTctothing.  ^®  ^^  which  remains  in  possession  of  the  Commissary,  it  is 
expected  the  utmost  care  will  be  taken  that  they  last  as  long  as 
possible.  If  any  shall  be  known  to  sell  what  may  be  then  served 
them  they  will  be  punished  in  the  most  severe  manner;  and  those 
who  are  known  to  purchase  wiU  also  subject  themselves  to  such 
notice  as  a  disobedience  of  Public  Orders  may  merit. 

Jno.  Huhtkr. 


G.  Calby  to  Sib  Joseph  Banks. 

(Banks  Papecs.) 

29  June.        Sir  Joseph,  Forpoiae,  29th  June,  1799. 

Banks  Yesterday  I  received  your  letter  with  the  enclosed  ten- 

Gaiey.  pound  note.    I  should  have  returned  an  answer  by  return  of  post, 

according  to  your  request,  had  it  been  delivered  earlier  in  the 
day.  The  evil  that  I  before  mentioned  I  still  keep  free  from,  and 
am  not  sorry  to  say  that  some  of  the  seamen  dislikes  it  as  much  as 
myself,  by  which  I  think  its  progress  will  not  be  so  rapid  as  what 
I  first  suspected.  I  cannot  conclude  this  loathsome  subject  with- 
out thanking  you  for  your  advice,  for  I  should  have  suspected 
that  the  ointment  would  not  have  been  so  safe  to  have  been 
applied,  on  the  account  of  the  large  quantity  of  mercniy  that  it 
contains. 

mt^da.  ^^^  ^^^  liberal  encouragement  that  you  have  given  me,  it  grieves 
me  to  think  of,  that  I  am  not  yet  able  to  make  you  any  return. 
When  I  arrive  at  New  South  Wales  I  know  that  I  shall  often  regret 
the  loss  of  time  that  has  been  caused  by  this  delay,  for  then  I  shall 
not  have  a  minute  to  spare,  for  I  intend  to  fetch  it  up  again  if 
possible.  It  is  not  improbable  but  what  our  stay  at  the  Gape  of 
Grood  Hope  will  be  longer  than  what  is  thought  to  ba  My  wish 
is  that  we  may  not  be  detained  there  long,  for  I  shall  not  have  a 
good  opportunity  of  drying  specimens  until  I  arrive  at  the  place  of 
my  destination.  To  see  new  objects  without  procuring  specimens 
is  greatly  mortifying.  So  I  shall  conclude  with  hoping  that  you 
may  enjoy  your  health  and  have  the  pleasure  of  examining  what 
is  the  chief  object  of  my  mind  to  fulfil 

I  am,  4ec., 

Gaa  Calet. 
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Under  Secretary  King  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Kino.  1799 

Dear  Sir,  Whitehall,  8th  May,  1799.  8  May. 

I  have  sent  your  letter  relative  to  Captain  Townson*  to 
CJolonel  Brownrigg,  as  a  compliance  with  his  request  must  depend 
upon  the  Department  of  the  Commander-in-Chief.  There  are  only  copper 
three  tons  of  copper  coinage  sent  by  the  Porpoise  in  pence  ;  the  ^^""^if®- 
remainder  will  be  sent  in  half-pence  and  farthings  when  coined. 
The  articles  you  recommended  to  he  procured  for  sale  will  be  sent 
by  the  next  oppf>rtunity ;  but  you  will  recollect  the  very  large 
quantity  of  clothing  and  other  articles  already  sent  for  sale,  with 
the  directions  given  to  Hunter  respecting  them.  Indeed  the 
articles  are  so  considerable  in  point  of  quantity,  though  not  of 
selection,  that  there  will  be  more  than  can  be  purchased  by  the 
colony  for  some  time. 

I  received  Mr.  Palmer\s  letter  with  its  inclosure.     I  think  I  Palmer  and 
have  seen  the  inclosure  before.     Lieutenant-Colonel  Paterson's 
business  will  not  be  forgot,  but  no  provision  can  be  made  for  him 
before  the  next  Estimate,  t 

The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  have  not  decided  about  the  Com- 
mission you  allude  to.  They  will  probably  name  a  man  of  their 
own.  I  am,  <tc., 

J.  King. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

10th  May,  1799.         lOMay. 

Parole — Brixham.  Countersign — Torbay. 

That  those  people  who  have  been  convicted  in  Ireland,  and  trans-  Terms  of 
ported  by  the  laws  of  that  kingdom  to  this  country,  may  be  con-  tion^iT*^ 
vinced  that  the  Governor  has  us'd  every  means  in  his  power  to  con^'c^s 
obtain  certain  information   relative  to  the  term  of  their  trans-  Ireland, 
portation,  he  has  now  to  inform  them  that  he  has  received  from 
Ireland  a  correct  statement  of  the  sentences  of  all  those  who  came 
to  this  colony  in  the  ship  Queen,  and  that  he  is  informed,  thro'  the 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  that  the  lists  of  those  who  came 
here  in  other  ships  after  the  Queen  may  know  the  extent  of  their 
convictions  by  applying,  when  they  have  an  opportunity,  at  the 
Commissary's  office,  Sydney. 

Such  as  may  appear  to  have  been  sent  here  for  life  need  not 
despair  of  being  again  in  due  time  the  masters  of  their  own  labors, 
as  every  man  knows  that  a  decent,  orderly,  industrious,  and  obedient 
conduct  has  frequently  in  this  colony  recommended  many  to  public 

^^^^'  Jno  Hunter. 

*  See  Hunter  to  Portland,  ante,  pp.  448,  449. 

t  Kinff  here  evidently  refers  to  his  consultation  with  the  Lieutenant-Governor  concerning 
«n  aHowance  to  Paterson.— -See  King  to  Banks,  ante,  p.  648. 
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1790  GOYEBNMBIIT  AND  GeNBBAL  ObDKR. 

UMaj.  11th  May,  1799. 

Parole^Plyraouth.  Countersign — Dock. 

Medical  Department. 
D;Arcy^^^    On  Thursday,  the  16th  instant,  Mr.  D'Arcy  Wentworth  will  take 
the  Parramatta  duty,  and  Mr.  Jai^es  Mileham  will  retam  to  the 
duty  of  Sydney.  Jno.  Hustbb. 


Wentworth. 


G.  SuTTOE  TO  Sis  Joseph  Banks.     (Banks  Papers.) 

H.M.  ship  Porpoise, 

16  May.         Sir,  Spithead,  16th  May,  1799. 

Plants  for  I  take  the  liberty  of  informing  you  that  I  this  day  reoeiyed 

w^es.  ^      and  planted  the  plants  sent  down — two  olives,  two  carribs,  lemon 

grass,  spring  grass,  cactis,  ginger,  strawberys,  and  campher  plants, 

— all  of  which  arrived  without  the  smallest  injury,  and  it  b  witb 

pleasure  I  acquaint  you,  sir,  that  the  garden  is  realy  in  a  floorishing 

condition.    The  vines,  hops,  apples,  pears,  peaches,  nectrines,  nnts, 

herbs,  and  indeed  everything  is  in  the  most  healthy  state.    Permit 

me,  sir,  as  a  humble  and  trifling  return  for  the  many  favon  I 

have  received  from  you,  since  I  am  about  to  leave  my  native 

country,  to  give  you  my  most  sincere  thanks.     Believe  me,  sir,  it 

Gratitude  to  is  the  thanks  of  a  heart  sincerely  grateful,  and  which  will  ever 

BwiksT^      remain  so  for  your  goodness.     My  wife  too  begs  you  will  accept 

the  grateful  acknowledgments  of  her  heart.    Your  liberality  has 

been  the  means  of  making  us  truely  happy  and  comfortable,  and 

since  my  good  fortune  has  made  me  an  object  that  you  are  pleased 

to  be  concerned  for,  it  will  allways  be  my  first  object  to  reoder 

myself  worthy  your  good  opinion,  which  I  hope  I  shall  allways  be 

so  fortunate  as  to  enjoy.     One  thing  more,  sir,  I  must  intrude 

upon  you,  that  is :  Heaven  has  blessed  me  with  a  yonng  boy,  ind 

both  my  wife  and  son  are  in  a  fair  way.    G.S.  is  happy  to  hear  Sir 

Joseph  Banks  enjoys  a  good  state  of  health ;  h<^)es  Lady  Bank^ 

Mrs.  Banks,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anfriere  inherit  the  same  blesnog. 

That  they  and  you,  sir,  may  long  enjoy  it  is  the  sincere  wish  oi^ 

&C.,  G.  SlJTTOB. 


G.  Caley  to  Sir  Joseph  Bakes.     (Banks  Papers.) 

18  May.         Sir  Joseph,  Portsea,  18th  May,  1799. 

<^«TNre  of  According  to  your  request^  I  here  send  you  the  account  of 

^  the  expence  of  bringing  the  plants  down,  which,  from  London  tp 

delivering  them  to  the  ship,  amounts  to  XI  7s.  5d. 
<^y'8  I  do  not  imagine  that  while  I  am  in  New  South  Wales  I M^ 

not  want  any  wearing  appai^ely  except  shoefiy  which  I  have  jtMt 
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dow  wrote  home  about     I  have  not  wished  for  them  to  be  made      1799 
it  the  present  and  sent  up  to  London,  but  about  the  time  of  next     i^  n^y. 
Aiiehaelmas. 

As  the  ship  has  been  detained  so  long,  I  had  plenty  of  time  for 
to  Jiave  bespoke  them,  and  took  them  with  me,  but  as  the  ship  is 
pretty  well  thronged,  and  I  having  as  many  articles  as  I  can  well 
look  after,  and  not  wanting  any  shoes  for  some  time,  I  tliought  it 
best  to  act  as  I  have  above  stated.  I  am,  &c., 

G.  Caley. 


Governor  Hunter  to  Sir  Samuel  Bentham.* 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Dear  Sir,  20th  May,  1799.         20  juj-. 

Having  observed  by  one  of  the  annual  publications  which  Hunter  con- 
are  now  and  then  received  from  our  friends  in  England  that  you  S^ntoamf 
had  taken  possession  of  a  situation  in  our  Naval  Department, 
permit  me  on  that  occasion  to  congratulate  not  only  you  but  our 

Navy. 

Altho'  my  original  acquaintance  with  you  commenced  when  you 
was  very  young,  I  have,  notwithstanding,  had  opportunities  of 
marking  the  progress  of  your  particular  genius  and  that  turn 
of  talent  which  so  eminently  qualifies  you  for  the  very  important 
office  wliich  you  now  fill — an  office  which  will  afford  an  ample  and 
extensive  field  for  the  exercise  of  that  ability  in  mathematical  ^jS?^"*' 
and  mechanical  study  which  you  so  highly  possess.  Old  as  I 
am  growing,  I  shall  still  hope  to  live  long  enough  to  see  some 
of  those  improvements  made  in  the  construction  of  our  ships  of 
the  line  of  battle  which  have  often  appeared  to  me  to  be  so  very 
much  wanted. 

When  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  in  London  you  were 
then  engaged  in  some  undertaking  which  related  to  the  Peniten- 
tiary Houses,  then  proposed  to  be  built  in  various  parts  of  the 
Kingdom — a  model  of  one  of  which  I  saw  of  your  construction.! 
I  mi£:ht  almost  venture  to  say  that  had  I  been  shut  up  in  one  of  ^     .  , , 

o  V  *  uncnvi&ulo 

those  cabins  or  cells  and  kept  hard  at  work  for  the  same  length  position. 
of  time  I  have  spent  here  that  my  comforts  could  not  have  been 
less  than  they  have  been,  but  my  piece  of  mind  would  certainly 
have  proved  considerably  greater. 

*  Printed  from  the  Bentham  Papers  in  the  British  Museum.  Sir  Samuel  Bentham  was  ft 
brother  of  the  celebrated  Jeremy  Bentham.  Ue  was  recognised  by  his  contemporaries  as 
one  of  the  highest  authorities  on  naval  matters.—  Dictionary  of  National  Biography,  vol.  iV| 
p.  281. 

t  Millbank  Prison,  or  T/te  Penitentiary  as  it  was  called,  was  the  outcome  of  the  efTorts  of 
Howard  and  the  brothers  Bentham.  It  was  constructed  so  that  ^e  interior  of  each  oeU 
ooold  be  seen  from  one  central  point ;  and  was  derooliahcd  in  1891. 

VOL.  Ill — 2  U 
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4  Jal3-. 

Tools  Mid 
hardwmre. 


Returns  of 
the  state  of 
thesettle- 
mcnt. 


The  live 
tftock. 


The 

purchase  ot 
wagKt, 


Exportation 
of  coaL 


The  tools  and  hardware  sent  in  the  Borwell  and  the  BalEiJo  were 
a  great  relief,  but  of  cloathing  there  were  none  sent  in  either  of 
those  ships.  I  found  it  a  very  difficult  matter  to  cloath  the  con- 
victs brought  in  the  Harwell ;  they  were  wholly  in  filth  and  raga 
when  landed.  Not  having  ever  demanded  any  cloathing  for  supply- 
ing the  free  people  in  this  colony,  who  are  to  pay  for  it  in  grain  or 
stock,  no  particular  (yiantity  has  ever  been  specified  for  such  puipoee, 
but  whatever  articles  may  be  sent  for  this  end  I  will  take  care  to 
direct  they  be  correctly  and  distinctly  accounted  for. 

The  general  returns  of  the  state  of  the  settlement,  quantity  of 
provision  in  store,  <fec.,  &c,,  shall  not  in  future  be  omitted.  I  have 
only  to  hope,  my  Lord,  that  if  those  returns  have  not  been  as  often 
made  as  your  Grace  might  desire,  that  it  may  be  atributed  to  the 
multiplied  dutys  which  have  been,  and  continue  to  be,  constantly 
pressing  upon  my  mind,  and  which  keep  me  in  continual  motion 
from  one  part  of  the  colony  to  another. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  my  Lord,  that  when  the  live  stock 
belonging  to  individuals  and  to  the  Crown  is  sufficiently  numerous 
to  admit  of  our  feeding  the  people  upon  it  we  shall  no  longer 
require  flesh  provision  from  any  other  country ;  but  to  begin  too 
early  to  apply  it  to  that  use  wou'd  only  serve  to  retard  the  in- 
dependence for  provision  of  this  country  upon  any  other.  I  am 
very  desireous,  for  that  reason,  that  we  shou'd  not  yet  make  any 
reduction  in  that  valuable  concern.  The  superfluous  males  have 
occasionally  been  applied  to  the  feeding  the  sick.  I  must,  however, 
here  observe  that,  of  the  larger  stock,  the  males  which  may  not 
be  requisite  for  propagation  are  yet  too  valuable  for  laborious 
purposes  to  begin  to  slaughter  them  for  food.'*' 

With  respect  to  your  Grace's  objection  to  the  purehase  of  sugar,  f 
I  beg  to  inform  you,  my  Lord,  that  it  is  issued  as  a  part  of  the 
established  ration,  and  if  we  bad  none  we  shou'd  find  it  necessary 
to  serve  either  an  additional  quantity  of  salt  meat  or  of  grain, 
either  of  which  wou'd  be  found  in  general  more  expensive.  The 
ration  originally  established  in  this  country  consisted  of  various 
articles,  as  in  the  margin.  I  We  now  issue  only  salt  meat,  or  in 
lieu  fresh  pork,  and  wheat  or  wheat  meal,  together  with  a  small 
quantity  of  sucrar. 

It  will  not  be  possible  in  this  season,  my  Lord,  to  attempt 
carrying  into  eflect  your  Grace's  desire  of  sending  coal  to  the  Cape 

*  In  his  letter  of  Srd  December,  1798  (ante,  p.  612),  the  Duke  of  Portland,  commentinp  on 
the  increase  of  live  stock,  reminded  Hunter  o(  the  great  train  it  would  be  to  theOorenuneat 
to  supply  the  colony  with  fresh  meat  on  the  spot  rather  than  with  nit  meat  aeni  tram 
England. 

t  In  the  early  part  of  1797  Hunter  had  parohaaed  ftt)m  the  master  of  an  Amerioan  vmmA— 
probably  the  Mercury— ten  tons  of  sugar,  at  the  rate  of  Is.  per  pound  (£l,12a>— Ante,  pok. 
224,  613. 

I  Convicts  p*r  week :  Seven  pounds  of  beef  or  four  pounds  of  pork,  seven  pounds  fiiM 
flour,  one  pint  of  rioe,  three  pints  of  pease,  six  ounces  of  butter  or  a  proportion  of  sugar. 
The  whole  of  the  militaiy  and  all  the  ciiil  officers  of  the  colooy  were  then  allow'd  p*r  day 
half-pint  spirits. 
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Good  Hope,*^  the  Buffalo  being  under  the  necessity  of  receiving      1790 
some  repairs  which,  with  our  few  hands,  will  require  more  time     4  j^jy. 
than  oou'd  be  wish'd  for  enabling  her  to  go  this  season  to  the  Cape, 
and  the  Porpoise  is  not  yet  arriv'd. 

I  formerly  mentioned  to  your  Grace  that  the  coal  discovered  to  situation  of 
the  south wuti  was  inaccessable,  being  upon  an  abrupt  dead  coast  ^^||^^' 
where  there  is  no  inlet  to  secure  a  boat  in  ;  but  that  discover'd  to 
the  northward  may  be  got  at.  I  have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity 
of  examining  that  place  myself,  therefore  cannot  say  in  what 
qaantitys  we  may  be  able  to  procure  it,  and  what  may  be  the  most 
»ife  and  eligible  way  of  providing  a  cargo  for  a  ship;  but  the 
experiment  shall  be  tried,  my  Lord,  and  I  will  endeavour  myself 
to  obtain  the  local  knowledge  requisite  for  ascertaining  to  what 
extent  your  Grace's  desire  can  be  carried  into  effect. 

I  will  not  lose  the  present  opportunity  of  mentioning  to  your  prospeots  of 
Grace  that  there  is  the  strongest  reason  to  believe,  from   the  JS^^JJ*" 
experience  of  the  whalers  now  upon  the  coast,  that  ships  coming 
here  properly  fitted  and  prepared  for  the  variable  weather  we  are 
subject  to  upon  it  will  most  fully  succeed,  f  Those  ships  which  have 
kept  the  sea  most,  I  am  of  opinion,  will  in  five  or  six  months 
more  nearly  complete  their  cargos  of  the  true  spermaceti  oil ; 
but  most  of  those  ships  having  come  hither  ill-prepar'd  for  the 
weather  they  are  sometimes  liable  to  here,  but  fitted  only  for  the 
certain  and  serene  weather  they  meet  on  the  coast  of  Peru,  have 
had  frequent  occasion  to  return  to  this  port  for  repairs,  and  not 
having  sufficient  naval  stores  on  board  for  their  own  use  much 
time  has  been  lost.     We  have  been  so  sparingly  supplied  with  mfflcuity  of 
such  articles,  I  have  had  it  but  little  in  my  power  to  assist  them,  refitting  at 
and  our  own  boats  and  small  craft  have  been  rendered  useless 
for  want.     Every   sort  of   woodwork  those  ships  have  required 
they  have  had  abundantly  supplied,  and  such  iron  as  we  cou'd 
afford  them. 

Your  Grace,  I  hope,  will  pardon  me  for  the  observation  I  am  Disappoint- 
about  to  maka     I  am  aware,  my  Lord,  it  can  have  no  connection  ^^^ 
with  your  Grace's  office  or  department,  yet  I  cannot  resist  the  offlcen. 
desire  I  have  of  mentioning  it,  for,  my  Lord,  I  feel  as  a  professional 
man  for  the  naval  officers  employed  on  this  distant  service,  where 
they  can  havp  no  prospect  of  promotion  in  the   line  of  their 
profession,  whilst  by  every  arrival  from  England  they  have  the 
mortification  to  find  hundreds  stepping  over  their  heads,  many  of 
whom  had  scarsely  left  school  when  some  serving  here  had  obtained 
the  rank  they  now  hold ;  and  to  add  still  more  to  the  distress  of 
their  feelings,  they  observe  rapid  promotion  taking  place  amongst 

*  The  Duke  of  Portland's  inBtructions  relative  to  the  exportation  of  ooal  in  the  Porpoite 
and  Boilalo  were  contained  in  a  lepavate  letter  of  2l«t  Deoember,  1796  (ante,  p.  SlVi.  The 
Idea  me  to  timildi  ooal  and  timber  to  the  aettlemeot  at  the  Gape  and  reoeive  liYO  etook  in 


t  Ante,  pw  186 
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1799      the  military  serving  here,  whose  du  ty  in  point  of  hardship  or  severitT 

4  July,      cannot  be  in  any  way  compar'd  with  theirs. 

Li   te~  t        ^^  ^^^  condemnation  of  the  Supply  and  arrival  of  the  Buffalo, 

wiiiiun        I  find  the  service  requires  that  I  shou'd  appoint  Lieuten't  William 

^^°^'  Kent,  who  commanded  the  former,  together  with  his  officers  and 

crew,  into  the  Buffalo.     This  officer  having  held  his  present  rank 

eighteen  years,  I  took  an  opportunity  in  my  former  dispatches  to 

the  Admiralty  Board  to  recommend  him  to  the  notice  of   their 

Lordships  on  the  plea  of  his  zeal  and  exertions  in  the  serrioe  of 

from  th*^^*    this  colony,  particularly  manifested  in  his  return  from  the  Cafie 

Cape.  with  a  cargo  of  live  cattle  when  it  was  expected  there  that  his 

ship  wou'd  founder  on  her  voyage  back,  so  extremely  defective  was 

I  the  state  of  the  Supply  at  that  time.*^     He  arriv'd,  it  was  true,  but 

in  a  most  distressed  condition,  and  his  ship  was  immediat'ly  surveyed 
and  condemned  as  unfit  to  trust  the  lives  of  the  men  in.  ThiA  officer 
has  now  that  8er\ice  to  perform  in  another  ship,  and  I  shall  venture 
again  to  recommend  him  to  the  consideration  of  their  Lordships, 
altho*  I  may  probably  be  equally  unsuccessfuU  for  the  want  of  a 
more  powerfull  advocate  upon  the  spot 

I  have,  &Cj 

Jno.  Hukter. 

[Enclosure.] 

Promissory-note. 
No.  2,065.  Sydney,  22nd  October,  1798. 

A  negrotiabie  I  PROMISE  to  pay  William  Miller  or  bearer  the  sum  of  fifty-nine 
pounds  five  shillings  sterling  on  account  of  Government,  being  for 
two  hundred  and  thii*ty-seven  bushels  of  maize. 

£59  5s.  st*g.  James  Williamsox, 

Paid.  Act'g  Commissary. 

Approved,  Jno.  Hunter. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
10  July.         My  Lord  Duke,  10th  July,  1799. 

Soon  after  I  had  completed  my  letters  to  your  Grace 

which  will  be  received  herewith,  I  had  the  honour  of  recei>'ini; 

your  Grace's  despatches  of  the  18th  SeptV  and  3rd  DecV,  17D8t 

a  remark-     (in  triplicate),  by  the  ship  Albion,  which  performed  her  voyage 

able  voyage.  £j.qjjj  England  to  this  port  in  three  months  and  fifteen  days,  J 

*  See  Hunter  to  Nepean,  lOth  July,  1707,  ante,  p.  278 ;  and  Jdeo  Hunter's  despatch  to  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  25th  June,  17^7,  ante,  p.  236. 

t  Ante,  pp.  480  and  512. 

t  This  was  then  the  fastest  passa^  on  record.  Collins  thought  the  feat  so  noteworthy 
that  he  gave  the  dimensions  of  the  vesjel,  whioh  are  interesting  as  desorlntive  of  the  8hi|w 
then  In  vogue.  They  were  as  follows  :— Length  of  keel,  86  feet ;  extreme  breadth,  S7^  feet ; 
depth  in  hold.  12  feet ;  height  between  decks,  6  feet ;  measured  burden,  362  tons. 
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G.  Caley  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks.  1799 

(Banks  Papers.)  8  Jane, 

Sir  Joseph,  Portsea,  3  June,  1799. 

Being  on  board  and  finding  no  signs  of  sailing,  together 
"with  the  ship  being  over  and  above  crowded  with  what  is  cus- 
tomary while  lying  at  Spithead,  induced  me  to  obtain  leave  of 
Grov.  King  for  to  go  into  the  Isle  of  Wight,  but  I  have  to  regret  S?^Yi^^f* 
that  my  time  would  not  admit  of  close  examination,  therefore  I  wighc 
can  only  consider  it  as  a  cursory  tour.  I  cannot  say  that  I  met 
with  any  plant  that  appeared  strange  to  me,  except  the  enclosed 
specimen,  and  what  it  is  I  am  totally  ignorant  of.  I  have  never 
seen  the  like  before,  neither  wild  nor  cultivated.  But  all  that  I 
have  at  the  present  to  trust  to  is  memory,  as  I  cannot  get  to  any  plant 
of  my  books.*  Knowing  that  I  should  not  have  an  opportimity  of 
closely  examining  it,  I  made  the  following  remark  upon  it  when 
I  first  found  it ;  Fentandria  Afonogynia  CaL  5  phyllus.  Cor. 
monopitala  5  lacinua.  pist.  gennen  inferum,  stigmata  3  pertrilo- 
ctUaris  trivalvis.  1  found  it  upon  the  surmit  of  the  cliif,  within 
a  few  roods  to  the  west,  opposite  to  Mirables.  I  looked  for  it  in 
other  such-like  places,  but  did  not  prove  successful.  If  it  should 
prove  to  be  in  any  measure  new  to  the  British  flora,  I  am  afraid 
few  botanists  will  be  able  to  meet  with  it,  as  it  grows  in  a  place 
that  may  appear  dreadful  to  look  at  by  many  persons,  though  the 
situation  is  by  far  from  being  dangerous  to  come  at.  I  could  not 
meet  with  any  specimens  that  had  got  ripe  seeds,  so  I  took  up  specimens. 
some  living  plants,  but  by  growing  in  a  dry  parched  soil,  which 
would  not  ahere  to  the  root — and,  moreover,  it  appearing  to  be  an 
annual — causes  me  to  doubt  whether  I  shall  be  able  to  procure 
any  seed.  The  white  powder  is  a  specimen  of  a  mineral  which  I 
met  with  at  Knowles,  the  place  where  the  ground  gave  way  after 
a  severe  frost,  which  was  credulously  reported  to  be  an  earthquake. 
The  water  appeared  as  if  some  lime  had  been  thrown  into  it ;  upon 
tasting  it  I  found  it  to  be  acid  and  astringent.  I  obtained  the 
powder  by  taking  the  scum  of  the  water,  and  afterwards  drying  it 
in  the  sun. 

Week  after  week  keeps  passing  away,  and  no  talk  of  sailing  Waiting  for 
almost  drives  me  melancholy ;  indeed,  if  it  was  not  for  hope,  I  JJderJ 
should  be  wearied  of  my  life.  Expecting  to  sail  almost  every  day 
and  months  elapsing,  to  an  eager  mind,  is  a  great  morti6cation. 
Being  on  board  till  the  ship  gets  underweigh,  through  so  much 
confusion,  as  not  to  get  to  an  individual  article,  is  very  despairing, 
and  being  on  shore  in  the  dearest  port  of  the  nation  is  another 
serious  thought.  I  find  that  about  ten  miles  from  Portsmouth 
there  are  some  good  places  for  a  botanist,  which,  if  I  had  known 
when  I  first  came  down,  I  would  have  resided  at,  if  I  had  had  for 
to  have  come  to  Portsmouth  every  day.     It  grieves  me  to  think 

•  Post,  p.  csi. 
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1790      labour,  I  am  happy,  particularly  so,  to  find  that  I  have  had  the  pre- 

10  July,     caution  to  direct  (notwithstanding  what  your  Grace  had  fonnerly 

written)  that  the  Commissary  shou'd  charge  an  advance  upon 

the  prime  cost  of  the  different  articles,  by  way  of  defraying  Uie 

expence  to  the  Crown  in  sending  them  here.     It  was  my  intention 

to  have  proposed  this  measure,  and  to  have  waited  your  Oraoe's 

orders  for  that  purpoee.     I  am  glad,  however,  that  by  this  last 

dispatch  I  feel  myself  fully  authorised  in  that  particular  agreable 

to  the  orders  which  I  had  previously  given,  except  in  the  amount 

TbenMrgin  of  the  advance,  which  I  had  establish'd  at  25  per  cent.,  and  at 

ofpi^^       whidi  I  propose  it  shall  stand,  instead  of  10  or  15  as  propos'd  by 

your  Grace,  untill  I  receive  farther  orders.     Those  articles  will  be 

cheap  to  the  people  when  compared  with  the  heavy  impositaona 

of  speculators. 

Suffer  me  here,  my  Lord,  to  recur  to  my  letters*  on  the  sufciject 
of  a  public  store  on  account  of  Grovemment;  and  to  observe, 
EDormoiis  that  as  100  per  cent,  is  the  least  demanded  by  those  who  bring 
IS^^!^  articles  here  for  sale,  and  from  that  up  to  1,000,  and  sometimes 
more,  that  such  store  I  conceive  by  a  small  profit  from  25  to 
50  pr.  ct.  wou'd  lessen  the  expence  of  maintaining  the  convicts^ 
or  were  it  only  made  sufficient  to  defray  the  expence  of  the  civil 
establishm't  it  might  be  thought  an  object,  and  wou'd  certainly 
be  a  public  benefit  here.  Your  Grace  will  pardon  me  for  these 
suggestions. 

I  beg  to  oSbt  your  Grace  my  best  acknowledgement  for  your 

kind  oondesoention  in  noticing  my  recommendation  of  the  son  of 

Captain        Captain  Johnston.     That  steady  and  active  officer  has  constantly 

^nstone.    &ided  me  with  his  utmost  exertions,  and  greatly  relieved  me  from 

that  continual  anxiety  which  the  public  service  here  will  for  some 

time  to  come  occasion  to  him  who  commands  in  chief. 

Poik-curingr  With  respect  to  the  curing  of  pork  upon  Norfolk  Island,  I  will 
•ANOTfoik  gjyg  j^  every  encouragement  in  my  power,  but  I  beg  to  suggest  to 
your  Grace  that  the  packages  in  which  salt  meat  brought  here 
is  in  general  sent  are  so  extremly  feeble  by  the  time  we  empty 
them  that  there  is  scarsely  one  in  one  hundred  fit  for  that  purpose 
again.  I  have  directed  that  the  different  kinds  of  timber  be  tried 
in  order  to  discover  if  we  have  any  fit  for  staves ;  but  hoops  and 
more  salt-pans  must  be  sent  us. 

by  Upon  the  loss  which  your  Grace  regrets  our  having  sufiered  by 

the  dreadfull  fires  we  are  so  subject  to  in  summer,  I  must  observe 
that  I  am  happy  to  find  I  had  long  since  anticipated  your  Grace's 
ideas  upon.  If  it  were  convenient  to  look  into  my  Public  Orders 
sent  home,  an  Order  to  the  same  effect  as  that  your  Grace  has 
propos'd  will  be  seen  to  have  been  issued  on  the  24th  November 
1797,t  since  which  a  few  idle  and  worthless  people  only  have 
suffered  from  a  neglect  of  this  precaution. 

•  Ante,  pp.  219,  SU,  890.  f  Ante,  p.  800.    Bee  alto  pp.  210,  401,  614,  ante. 
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It  is  therefore  to  be  understood  by  superintendantB  and  over-      1700 
seers  that  the  working  gangs  are  to  be  continued  at  their  work    u  june. 
nntil  2  o'clock  ;  and  if  any  shall  be  permitted  to  have  a  breakfast 
hour,  which  does  not  appear  by  the  late  hour  they  begin  their 
work  necessary,  such  people  are  to  continue  at  their  work  until 
3  o'clock.*  Jno.  Hunter. 

GOVEBNMENT  AND  GENERAL  OrDER. 

15th  June,  1799.        is  June. 
Parole — Canty  re.  Countersign — Argyle. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  certificates  will  be  granted  to  such  certiflcat« 
men  as  have  completed  their  term  of  transportation  on  Thursday,  o*  <JJ»ch»'8«- 
the  20th  instant,  and  on  Friday  to  such  women  as  may  be  intitled 
to  them.  Jno.  Hunter. 


Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 

(Banks  Papers.) 

Dear  Sir,  Porpoise,  Spithead,  18th  June,  1799.        is  June. 

Three  convoys,  1.0.,  one  for  Lisbon  and  the  East  and  West 
Indian  convoys,  sailed  and  are  sailing  to-day.     We  are,  unfortu-  Protracted 
nately,  doomed  to  remain,  which  will  be  subjecting  us  to  another  ^ftSe 
year's  bad  passage  between  the  Capes  of  Good  Hope  and  New  Porpoite. 
Holland.     I  fear  we  have  been  forgot  at  the  Admiralty.     The 
whaler  goes  with  the  East  India  convoy,  which  sails  to-day.     I 
should  have  informed  you  of  my  receiving  your  last  letter  with 
the  enclosure  for  Cay  ley.    I  showed  the  drawing  of  the  animal  to 
Capt.  Phillip  and  Paterson,  as  well  as  several  others  who  are  here, 
all  of  whom  agree  that  no  such  creature  was  ever  seen ;  but  Cayley 
will  keep  a  good  look  out  for  it.     As  this  is  the  twentieth  week 
since  I  came  down  here  in  a  snowstorm,  and  have  ever  since  been 
living  at  a  Portsmouth  expence,  under  the  daily  expectation  of  Expeuse  in- 
Railing,  and  finding  myself  four  hundred  pounds  in  debt  to  my  Siting  It 
agent,  I  am  obligeid  to  avail  myself  of  living  on  board,  notwith-  Porte«noiith. 
standing  the  disagreeable  situation  my  family  is  in,   from   the 
circumstances  of  the  people  around  us,  until  we  saiL     I  mention 
this  only  to  convey  an  idea  of  the  disappointment  and  anxiety  I 
must  naturally  feel  at  our  being  left,  when  our  being  delayed  at 
the  Cape  after  February  will  certainly  be  the  destruction  of  the 
valuable  collection  you  have  placed  on  board  her,  and  which  will 
be  such  a  great  acquisition  to  the  colony.     Nothing  can  be  more 
thriving  or  in  better  order  than  the  whole  garden  is  in ;  and  I 
sincerely  hope  that  we  shall  be  able  to  preserve  it  as  well  as  it  now 
is,  but  I  fear  it  very  much,  if  we  do  not  go  soon.     I  beg  my  best 
respects  to  Lady  Banks.  I  am,  drc., 

Philip  Gidley  Kino. 

•  Ante,  pp.  01,  884,  410,  406. 
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1799      of  a  tree  ;  and  a  web  from  that  bark  is  cross'd  at  one  end  with  a 
10  July,     thread  of  wool.     These  specimens,  I  hope,  will  satisfy  your  Grace 
that  much  may  be  done  here  in  that  way  in  due  time. 
Destructive       Every  exertion  is  now  making  to  recover  the  misfortunes  sus- 
■***'^"*'         tain'd  in  some  of  our  public  buildings  by  the  late  tempestuous 
weather,  and  I  look  forward  with  hope  that  we  shall  have  sur- 
mounted most  of  them  by  the  end  of  this  year.     The  prison  I  had 
proposed  will  be  large  and  substantial,  built  of  stone,  of  which 
we  have  abundance  fit  for  such  use.     But  finding  that  it  ^wou'd 
create  much  expence,  as  well  as  much  time,  I  called  a  meeting  of 
the  officers,  chief  inhabitants,  and  landholders,  and  delivered  my 
.  sentiments  upon  our  late  accidents,  as  in  the  inclosed  paper,  ^with 
A  new  gaol,  which  desire  on  my  part  they  readily  complied,  and  that  goal  is 
now  erecting  at  their  expence,  except  in  such  iron  as  may  be 
necessary,  which  will  be  supplied  from  his  Majesty's  store. 

I  have,  <fec., 

Jno.  Huntek. 
[Ehiclosure.] 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Settlers. 
Gentlemen, 
The  effects  The  unfortunate  accidents  and  public  losses  which  have 

of  june,^"^"  been  occasioned  by  the  late  tempestuous  weather  have  been  such 
1799.  as  to  render  it  necessary  on  my  part  to  pursue  some  decided  step, 

not  only  for  the  more  cflectually  and  expiditiously  recovering,  as 
far  as  it  may  be  possible,  the  time  which  has  been  lost  by  these 
misfortunes,  but  for  the  purpose  also  of   relieving  Government 
from  the  expences  attending  the  erecting  such  public  buildings  as 
are  generally  raised  in  the  mother  country  at  the  expence  of  the 
inhabitants  of   the  respective  county s  in  which  they  are  found 
Hunter  in-    requisite.     It  is  scarsely  necessary,  gentlemen,  to  t«ll  you  that 
of  the  in-      wherever  the  lalK>uring  servants  of  the  Crown  have  been  found 
habitants    •  sufficient  for  carrying  on  the  public  works  which  have  been  from 
time  to  time  seen  wanting,  I  have  uniformly  avoided  calling  in  the 
aid  of  the  inhabitants,  or  in  any  way  creating  an  expence  which. 
might  be  seriously  felt  by  them.    But  that  such  buildings  as  goals 
or   public  prisons  are  indispensibly  necessary  in  this  colony,  X 
believe  that  none  of  its  more  industrious  inhabitants  will  deny  ; 
and  that  a  substantial  and  permanent  one  is  particularly  requisite 
in  the  town  of  Sydney,  in  which  all  our  criminal  trials  take  place,, 
is,  I  believe,  equally  evident, 
in  building        It  will  therefore  be  wholly  unnecessary  in  me  to  dwell  upon 
the  gaol.       ^jjg  expediency  of  some  prompt  or  immediate  step  bemg  pursued 
for  the  purpose  of  finishing  offhand  the  goal,  which  is  now  in  a 
certain  degree  of  forwardness,  and  without  which  the  magistrates 
and  others  em  ploy 'd  under  their  authority  in  preserving  the  i)eace 
and  the  good  order  of  the  settlement  must  continue  to  experience- 
much  trouble  and  fatigue. 


CALBY  THE  BOTANIST.  681 

remain  on  board  or  go  on  shore,  expences  keep  still  presenting       1799 
themselves  by  consuming  matters  that  ought  to  have  been  done    25  June, 
while  in  foreign  ports.     As  the  season  is  greatly  advanced,  and  I 
never  expect  to  have  an  opportunity  of  being  any  length  of  time 
in  the  south  of  England  again,  I  should  like  to  make  an  excursion 
every  now  and  then  about  the  distance  of  twenty  miles  from 
Portsmouth.     But  in  these  excursions  I  cannot  make  that  dis-  P*Jj^'? 
oovery  as  a  person  that  is  settled ;  for  when  anything  presents  excursions. 
itself  that  I  do  not  thoroughly  understand  I  have  not  the  oppor- 
tunity of  cultivating  it.    This  is  the  method   that  Mr.  Curtis's 
late  gardiner  used  to  do — if  they  proved  to  be  what  was  known 
before,  they  were  easily  cast  away.    Parcels  of  this  description  are 
not  worth  the  carriage  of  sending  to  town  for  to  be  cultivated.     I 
flatter  myself  in  saying  that  I  can  travel  upon  as  little  expences 
as  most  people,  but  I  found  the  Isle  of  Wight  to  be  an  expen- 
sive place.     I  imagine  this  is  owing  to  its  being  a  place  of  great 
resortment  to  in  the  time  of  summer,  and  to  the  great  number  of 
soldiers  that  are  stationed  along  the  coast ;  but  it  is  certainly  a 
delightful  place  for  a  botanist  to  visit. 

Governor  King  ordered  his  grocer  to  furnish  me  with  as  much  Oroccricf. 
tea  and  sugar  as  he  (the  Governor)  thought  proper,  and  also  some 
shot,  for  he  said  I  could  not  get  any  in  New  South  Wales,  though 
powder  I  might.  The  former,  had  it  not  been  for  custom,  I  would 
have  gone  without,  for  I  think  it  is  carrying  the  macter  to  too 
great  an  expence.  Whatever  another  person  can  live  upon,  I  can 
do  the  same. 

Soon  after  I  had  sent  you  the  small  plant  enclosed  in  the  letter,  a  botanical 
with  much  trouble  I  got  to  my  books,  and  found  it  to  be  nothing  ''P^"**"®"- 
more  than  CampaniUa  hyhrida  in  a  minute  state,  owing  to  its 
parched,  elevated  growth.  It  was  one  of  the  few  that  was  not  in 
Mr.  Curtis's  desideratse  of  British  plants  the  time  that  I  was  with 
him.  Its  corolla  being  deeply  divided,  never  caused  me  to  think 
of  its  being  a  Campanula.  The  drawing  that  you  sent  to  me,  I 
will  do  my  best  to  prove  whether  it  is  a  deception  or  not.  The 
garden  on  board  the  ship  is  in  a  flounshing  state. 

I  am,  &c., 

George  Caley. 

Memo,  hy  Sir  Joseph  Banks: — June  27.     Sent  him  £10. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

27th  June,  1799.         27  June. 

Parole — Camberwell.  Countersign — W^al  worth. 

The  Commissary  is  directed  to  issue  on  Saturday  next  to  each  cioihin?  for 
man  belonging  to  the   public   working  gangs  of    Sydney   and  *^"^'^^"'*- 
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1799        The  Transport  Commissioners  to  Under  Secrbtart  King. 

2S  July.         Sir,  Transport  Office,  23rd  Julj,  1799. 

jj^^ .  In  addition  to  our  letter  to  you  of  the  18th  of  January 

of  the  last,  inclosing  the  copy  of  one  from  Mr.  James  Duncan,  upon  the 

Minerva.      subject  of  the  detention  of  the  ship  Minerva  at  Cork  (ever  since 

the  month  of  August  last),  hired  by  this  Board  to  convey  ccMivicts 

from  thence  to  New  South  Wales,  we  beg  to  inclose  to  you,  for 

the  information  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  copy  of  a 

letter  which  has  been  transmitted  to  us  by  Mr.  Duncan,  from  Mr. 

ExpenMB      Chamock,  the  owner,  and  to  observe  that,  besides  the  haidships 

theoSmer*^  which  he  represents  to  be  sustaining,  the  expence  to  Government 

is  more  than  five  thousand  pounds  p.  annum. 

We  are,  &c., 

Rup't  Georgb. 
Ambrose  Serle. 
In.  Hunt. 

[Enclosnre.] 

Mh.  Robert  Oharnock  to  Mr.  James  Duncan. 

Sir,  Finsbury  Square,  16th  July,  1799. 

mMmena  J  have  received  a  letter  from  Captain  Salkeld,  commander 

of  the  Minerva,  dated  Cork  harbour,  the  30th  ult'o,  advising  me 

that  he  was  still  detained  there  without  the  least  prospect  of  a 

time  being  fixed  for  his  departure  for  New  South  Wales.  It  is  need> 

less  for  me  to  tell  you  the  hardships  I  am,  and  have  been,  suffering 

from  the  long  detention  of  that  ship,  which,  one  way  and  another, 

pe^gned      now  exceeds   fourteen   months,   since  she  ought  to   have  been 

months.       dispatched,  by  which  detention  she  has  now  lost  two  seasons  in 

which  she  ought  to  have  been  loaded  from  India  home,  and  instead 

of  her  finishing  her  voyage  in  sixteen  or  eighteen  montlis  it  ^ill 

now  exceed  three  years,  as  it  is  impossible  that  she  can  arrive  in 

India  so  as  to  be  loaded  there  to  proceed  for  Europe  before  the 

months  of  October  and  November,  1800 ;  and  to  say  the  best  of 

OTtaif^^    the  voyage,  it  will  be  attended  with  a  heavy  loss  to  me,  who  am 

owner.         sole  owner  of  the  ship,  which  to  her  first  cost  and  outfit  I  have 

been  adding  an  immence  expence  for  wages  and  victualling  the 

crew  from  the  time  she  left  Deptford  till  now.     Under  all  the 

hardships  of  the  case,  I  trust  that  you  will  oblige  me  and  state 

my  situation  to  the  Honl^le  Commissioners  of   the  Transport 

Board,  that  they  will  be  plea.sed  to  take  the  matter  into  tlieir 

Askflfor        consideration,  and  pay  you  the  demurrage  due  to  me  for  the 

emurnigc.   ^^jj^^tion  of  said  ship,  or  that  they  will  make  you  such  further 

known  as  the  Rriokflckb,  to  labour  at  the  eractkm  of  the  gMd  until  it  ahouM  be  completed 
In  January,  1800,  being  still  disBatisfled  with  the  pro^rress  made.  Hunter  directed  that  a 
levy  or  tcrfl  of  sixpence  should  be  collected  for  this  purpose  on  each  bushel  of  wheat  delivered 
by  settlers  at  the  public  store.  Governor  Kini;  reported  in  August,  1801,  that  the  gaol  had 
been  compteted,  and  that  the  cost  was  £3,964.  The  gaol  was  situated  at  what  is  nam  the 
uorttiem  corosr  of  Oeoige  and  Essex  streets.  CoOios  described  it  as  ^'haadsosne  and i 
modious,"  with  separate  apartments  for  debtors  and  six  strong  and  secure  cells  for 
demned  felons.    See  also  ante,  p.  678  (noteX 
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24  July. 


CoiidMony 
of  settle- 
ment. 


Transport- 
ation of 
Bentjfaleae. 


Port  Jackson,  being  less  frequent,  'would  render  this  less  practic- 
able; but  we  trust  that  as  you  have  had  sometimes  occasion  to 
require  supplies  from  hence,  the  additional  motive  of  procuring 
settlers  would  be  sufficient  to  induce  you  to  do  so  again  in 
preference  to  sending  to  other  Indian  ports ;  in  which  event,  if 
a  public  or  private  freighted  ship  should  be  employed,  we  might 
be  provided  with  a  passage  at  little  or  no  expence  to  Government. 
I  have  hitherto  confined  the  subject  to  myself  and  friends;  but  in 
the  event  of  the  proposal  being  thought  by  you  worthy  of  attention^ 
I  am  confident  there  are  numbers  who  would  gladly  embrace  the 
same  opportunity,  if  acquainted  with  it  in  tima 

That  your  Excellency  may  have  the  subject  fully  before  you,  I 
beg  leave  to  enclose  a  memorandum  of  what  we  deem  necessary 
for  us.  With  respect  to  our  characters  or  conduct,  we  are  con- 
fident they  cannot  suffer  by  any  enquiries  you  may  deem  necessary 
to  make. 

One  point  further  may  be  thought  worthy  of  your  consideration. 
I  am  officially  acquainted  with  the  commission  Dr.  Beyer  is  charged 
witli  of  communicating  to  your  Excellency  the  wishes  of  this  Gov^em- 
ment  on  the  subject  of  transporting  Bengal  convicts,  and  I  heg 
leave  to  submit  whether,  in  the  event  of  such  a  measure  being 
approved  by  you,  it  would  be  satisfactory  to  you  and  advantageous 
to  the  colony  to  ha?e  persons  there  who  were  acquainted  with  the 
language,  customs,  and  dispositions  of  the  natives  of  Bengal  ?  At 
all  events,  I  should  beg  to  be  favoured  with  your  Excellency's 
sentiments  on  the  propriety  of  our  taking  a  few  Bengal  convicts 
with  us,  if  allowed  by  this  Government. 

T  hope  your  Excellency  will  have  the  goodness  to  excuse  this 
address,  and  to  deem  it,  what  it  really  is,  an  earnest  endeavour  to 
procure,  what  every  man  who  is  a  husband  and  a  father  must 
consider  the  first  object  of  his  regard,  an  honest,  however  hardly 
earned,  establishment  for  his  children. 

I  have,  &c., 

A.  C.  Seymour. 

P.S. — Should  I  be  honoured,  through  any  of  your  officers,  with 
the  communication  of  your  Excellency's  sentiments  on  this  subject, 
I  request  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  order  it  to  be  directed 
His  addreae.  to  —  A.  C.  Seymour,  Register  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  to 
Grovemnient  in  the  Judicial  and  Revenue  Department,  Fort 
William. 

[Enclosure.] 

Conditions  op  Settlement.* 

Memorandum  of  what  we  deem  necessary  to  enable  us  to  become 
settlers  at  Port  Jackson. 

A  free  First, — To  be  conveyed  to  Port  Jackson  at  the  expence  of 

SSSri  ^'    Goverament  in  any  manner  your  Excellency  may  think  advisable, 

*  See  also  ante,  pp.  358  and  411. 
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Government  and  General  Order.  1799 

2ndJuly,  1799.         2  July. 

Parole — Active.  Countersign — Vigilent. 

Bt  the  late  increased  number  of  nocturnal  robberies  we  have  Negligence 
much  reason  to  suspect  that  the  petty  constables  and  divisional  JJivJ^J^  ^ 
watchmen  are  either  extremely  negligent  in  their  duty,  or  that  oonttaWes. 
they  suffer  themselves  to  be  prevailed  on  by  the  housebreakers 
to  be  less  vigilent  than  they  ought  to  be,  and  to  connive  at  their 
depredations  upon  the  honest  and  industrious ;  a  continuance  of 
this  unpardonable  remissness  in  the  duty  they  are  charged  with 
will  certainly  give  room  for  strong  suspicion  of  their  honesty,  and 
dispose  the  more  respectable  inhabitants  to  suppose  them  partakers 
with  the  thieves.* 

It  is  hereby  particularly  recommended  by  the  Governor  to  every  officers 
officer  in  the  colony,  as  they  value  the  security  of  their  property,  Jj^^,^. 
to  give  their  utmost  assistance  to  those  immediately  concerned  in 
the  direction  of  the  executive  part  of  the  civil  police  in  putting, 
as  early  as  possible,  a  stop  to  so  very  great  an  evil. 

It  is  also  particularly  recommended  to  the  chief  inhabitants  of  inhabitants 
the  towns  of  Sydney  and  Parramatta  that  they  select  a  few  of  ^^^ 
the  most  respectable  of  their  number  in  each  division  of  the  towns,  sentotive* 
whom  they  may  authorize  to  consider  of  the  most  effectual  means 
of  detecting  the  robbers  arid  bringing  them  to  trial ;  whether  by 
such  reward  as  they  may  be  enabled  to  offer,  or  by  small  divisional 
patroles  for  the  night  service,  and  who  shall  take  that  duty  by 
turns,    and  be  under  the   immediate  direction  of  a  respectable 
inhabitant  of  their  own  choicie,  or  an  officiating  constable  selected 
from  amongst  the  most  sober  and  vigilent  of  that  description  of 
people ;  this  may  serve  as  a  spur  to  the  exertions  of  the  divisional 
watchmen. 

When  any  proposal  for  the  above  purpose  shall  be  submitted  in  and  report 
writing,  let  it  be  sent  to  the  Judge- Advocate's  office  for  the  con-  Advoc^ 
sideration  and  approval  of  the  magistrates,  who  will  form  a  full 
Bench  on  that  occasion.!  Jno,  Hunter. 


Government  and  General  Order. 

3rd  July,  1799.         a  July. 
Parole — Orderly.  Countersign — Obedient. 

The  continual  complaints  which  are  made  to  the  Governor  of 
the  refractory  and  disobedient  conduct  of  the  convict  women  call  female 
aloud  for  the  most  rigid  and  determined  discipline  amongst  those 

*  Thid  opinion  was  not  always  entertained  by  Hunter  respecting  the  constabulary. — Ante, 
pp.  216,  505,  666. 

t  Collins  remarked  that  this  Order  *'  seemed  to  have  been  attended  with  some  effect,  for 
in  a  few  days  several  idle  people  who,  being  out  of  their  time,  were  employed  only  in 
wandering  from  one  district  to  another,  without  any  visible  means  of  getting  their  bread, 
were  apprehended,  and,  being  examined  before  the  sitting  magistrate,  were  ordered  to 
laboarm  the  gaol-gang." 
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CknrxuroR  Huktbb  to  Thb  Dukb  or  Fobtl^iiix 

Sydney,  New  Soath  Wales, 

My  Lord  Duke,  27th  July,  1799, 

The  Albion,  south  whaler,  anchored  here  on  the  29th  of 
June,  and  delivered  nine  hundred  tuna  of  salt  pork,  and  the  Hil&- 
borough,  transport,  arrived  yesterday,  in  which  had  been  embarked 
three  hundred  convicts,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  such  had  been 
the  mortality  on  board  that  ship  two  hund'd  and  five  only  were 
landed  here,  and  of  that  number  six  are  since  dead;  most  of  them 
must  for  a  time  be  placed  in  the  hospitals. 

Here  again,  my  Lord,  I  am  compell'd,  much  against  my  indina- 
tion,  to  recur  to  my  former  representations  of  the  want  of  cloathing 
and  blankets. 

These  people  have  been  put  on  board  this  shq>  with  a  miserable 
matrass  and  one  blanket,  and  the  deaths  oidy  in  which  tfaej 
embark'd,  not  a  supply  of  any  kind  to  land  them  here  in,  and  those 
wome  on  board  Uie.  ship  are  not  fit  to  be  taken  on  shore ;  yet, 
ragged  as  they  are,  I  cannot  suftr  even  those  things  which  mre 
liable  to  carry  infection  to  be  destroy'd,  because  I  have  nothing  to 
supply  in  lieu,  the  whole  colony  being  naked.  I  will  direct  every 
means  to  be  us'd  for  preventing  the  goal  fever  (which  I  understand 
to  be  the  prindpal  malady)  from  being  introduced  into  our  boa- 
pitals.  Permit  me,  my  Lord,  to  solidte  most  earnestly  that  your 
Grace  may  issue  such  directions  on  the  subject  of  doathing  for 
the  people  in  this  colony  as  may  serve  to  furnish  us  with  an  early 
supply. 

Your  Grace  may  be  assured  that  sinoe  the  arrival  of  the  Sylph* 
near  three  years  ago  no  general  supply  of  slop  cloathing  and 
bedding  has  been  received  here,  altho'  by  your  Grace's  letters  I 
have  had  reason  to  expect  some  supplys  in  several  different  ships 
which  have  been  here,  but  no  sapplys  of  that  nature  had  been 
pat  on  board  except  in  one  or  two  instances,  in  which  enough  to 
new  cloath  the  convicts  brought  in  the  particular  ship  before  they 
were  landed  were  sent;  those  in  the  country  have  remained 
destitute.  It  has  been  particularly  fortunate  that  some  time 
past  I  had  put  a  stop  to  the  original  plan  establiBh'd  here  on  the 
subject  of  slop  cloathing,  viz.,  that  they  be  issued  regularly  at 
stated  periods.  Had  I  followed  strictly  that  regulation  we  should 
not  have  been  so  long  able  to  supply  the  wants  of  real  objects — 
to  those  only  have  all  our  late  issues  of  such  necessarys  been  con- 
fined,  and  the  savings  made  from  £his  precaution  are  now  wholly 
exhausted. 

The  sick  will  require  to  be  fed  wholly  on  fresh  provision  for 
some  little  time,  which  I  am  happy  to  say  I  can  afford  them. 

I  have  judg'd  it  necessary  for  the  advancement  of  his  Majesty's 
service  in  the  concerns  of  this  colony  to  appoint  into  the  ship 

*  The  Sylph  ariired  at  Sydney  17th  Novemher,  1706. 
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manner  in  which  the  various  sums  are  paid  here  for  such  grain  or      1799 
swine's  flesh  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  taken  into  the  store  from     4  j^y 
individuals ;  and  aJtho'  I  have  formerly  mentioned  that  the  sallarys  g^^"r~" 
of  snperintendantB,  storekeepers,  and  crew  of  the  Colonial  schooner 
are  all  paid  here  on  the  spot,  and  consequently  what  may  be  issued 
from  the  Treasury  for  these  uses  shou'd  be  repaid  into  it  by  the 
agent ;  yet  I  will  here  observe  that  all  these  respective  sums  being 
iasued  in  promissary-notes  in  the  name  of  the  Commissary,  payable  commia- 
on  demand,  and  approved  by  the  Governor  to  give  them  validity,  '*^'''  ^^^^^ 
when  paid  away  by  the  different  individuals  for  such  articles  as 
they  purchase  from  masters  of  ships  or  other  persons,  they  are 
oonsider'd  by  such  dealers  whilst  here  as  effectual  value  for  their 
goods,  and  when  they  are  about  departing  from  hence  they  apply 
to  have  them  consolidated  by  bills  on  the  Treasury.     Your  Gi*ace 
will  see  clearly  by  the  nature  of  those  purchases  that  no  other 
account  can  be  transmitted  than  the  Commissary's  vouchers,  shew- 
ing to  what  uses  the  sums  drawn  for  have  been  applied.     To  make 
this  more  clear  and  satisfactory  to  your  Grace,  I  will  inclose  two 
or  three  of  those  promissary-notes  which  have  been  canceled,  and  The  oniv 
which  constitute  our  only  current  money.    And  these,  my  Lord,  are  *'""*"^>'- 
different  from  any  issued  on  account  of  Government  before  my  time. 
I  will  also  inclose  a  copy  of  the  list*  delivered  by  the  Commissary 
to  me  when  he  offers  notes  for  my  approbation.     As  a  voucher  for 
the  expenditure  of  this  money,  each  person  subscribes  his  name 
opposite  the  quantity  of  wheat,  maize,  or  swine's  flesh  he  may  have 
sold  to  the  store,  and  this  signature  is  a  receipt  from  the  party 
to  the  Commissary  that  he  has  been  paid.     Similar  lists  are  sent  Lists  sent 
home  by  the  Commissary  with  his  accounts.     But  in  future,  my  ****"^*^- 
Lord,  when  any  kind  of  stores  are  purchased  from  strangers  for 
the  use  of  the  colony,  to  satisfy  your  Grace  as  far  as  it  may  be  in 
my  power,  and  to  shew  the  necessity,  a  list  of  such  purchase  shall 
be  sent,  independent  of  the  regular  vouchers,  with  the  prices  paid 
annex'd. 

I  beg  permission  to  observe,  my  Lord,  that  the  demands  for  Applications 
stores  and  cloathing  which  were  sent  home  by  Mr.  Commissai-y  Ind"*^"^ 
Palmer  were  made  out  strictly  in  the  manner  your  Grace  has  clothing. 
desir'd ;  the  quantity  demanded  was  in  one  column,  and  the  quan- 
tity remaining  in  another.!    Those  demands,  my  Lord,  are  the  only 
ones  made  by  me,  but  not  having  been  supplied  as  our  necessitys 
required,  I  have  had  occasion  to  mention  in  my  various  letters  since 
that  we  were  in  want.     I  shall  only  add  at  present  upon  that 
•subject  that  we  have  not  an  article  of  any  kind  of  cloathing  in  the 
colony  or  upon  Norfolk  Island,  or  a  blanket  to  shelter  the  people 
£rom  the  cold  of  the  night. 

•  Not  available. 

t  See  Portland's  instructions  to  Hunter  concerning^  the  form  in  which  returns  demanding 
stores,  Ac,  were  to  be  made  out.— Ante,  p.  512. 
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1799 

2S  July. 

A  turgeon'8 
wife  and 
family. 


P.S. — Mr.  Mason,  who  is  now  surgion  of  the  Boffitlo,  and  who 
is  so  attached  to  this  country  that  he  proposes  to  continue  in  it 
if  he  can  have  the  favor  of  a  passage  hither  for  his  wife  and 
three  children,  shou'd  she  apply  to  you,  it  will  he  doing  a  kind- 
ness to  a  deserving  man,  and  no  doubt  a  service  to  the  colony,  if 
you  will  have  the  goodness  to  order  a  passage  for  her  in  any  shif> 
coming  here.  


15  Aug. 

The  Reliance 
and  Supply. 


The  Buffalo 

and 

Porpoise. 


Arrival  of 
Che  Bnflala 


Return  of 

the 

Reliance. 


Hunter  to 
command 
the 
Buffalo. 


Governor  Hunter  to  Secretary  Nepeax. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

Sir,  "  15th  August^  1799. 

Having  received  information  by  dispatches  from  his  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Portland  of  6th  February,  1798,  that  two  ships  were 
purchasM  for  the  purpose  of  replacing  his  Majesty's  ships  the 
Reliance  and  Supply  on  the  service  of  this  colony — the  first  of 
which  being  too  weak  and  infirm  to  be  longer  employ'd  here, 
and  the  latter  being  completely  condemn'd  as  a  mass  of  rotten 
timber ;  and  having  also  learnt  by  letter  from  the  Commissioners 
of  his  Majesty's  navy  that  the  Buffalo  and  Porpoise  were  fitting 
for  this  service,  and  desiring  that  I  may  furnish  by  the  earlyest 
and  cheapest  conveyance  a  passage  to  England  for  the  officers  and 
men  who  might  navigate  them  hither  : 

The  Buffalo  having  aniv'd  in  this  port  on  the  3rd  of  May  last, 
I  take  the  first  opportunity  of  requesting  you  will  be  pleas'd  to 
inform  their  Lordships  thereof,  and  also  to  mention  that  I  have 
found  it  necessary,  for  the  advancement  of  his  Majesty's  service  iu 
the  concerns  of  this  settlement,  to  remove  into  the  Buff&lo  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  Supply  (who  have  been  ever  since  the 
condemnation  of  that  ship  employ'd  in  various  ways  upon  the 
service  of  the  colony),  and  to  fit  her  with  all  possible  dispatch  for 
a  voyage  to  the  Cape  Good  Hope  this  season.  The  Porpoise  not 
being  yet  arriv'd,  I  fear  she  will  be  too  late  to  be  prepar'd  in 
time  for  the  same  service. 

After  having  understood  that  their  Lordships  had  ordered  the 
above  ships  for  this  service,  and  altho'  I  had  no  information  from 
the  Admiralty  respecting  them,  I  yet  conceiv'd  that  as  two  ships 
only  were  design'd  to  be  employ'd  hore,  and  as  I  had  given  the 
Keliance  such  repairs  as  would  enable  her  with  safety  to  return 
home,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  direct  Captain  Waterhouse,  her  second 
commander,  to  be  prepar'd  to  proceed  this  season  round  Cape  Honi 
on  his  return  to  England. 

The  Buffalo  being  the  superior  of  the  two  ships  designed  to  be 
employ'd  here,  I  can  have  no  doubt  of  its  being  the  intention  of 
their  Lordships  that  she  shou'd  be  upon  the  same  establishment 
as  the  Reliance  has  been,  and  that  the  chief  command  of  that 
ship  is  intended  for  me,  in  order  to  my  continuing  to  hold  the 
authority  of  senior  officer  of  his  Majesty's  ships  employ'd  on  the 
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Oood  Hope,*  the  Buffalo  being  under  the  necessity  of  receiving       1709 
some  repairs  which,  with  our  few  hands,  will  rei|uire  more  time     4  jtuy. 
than  cou'd  be  wished  for  enabling  her  to  go  this  season  to  the  Cape, 
and  the  Porpoise  is  not  yet  arriv'd. 

I  formerly  mentioned  to  your  Grace  that  the  coal  discovered  to  situation  of 
the  southward  was  inacoessable,  being  upon  an  abrupt  dead  coast  ^^^' 
where  there  is  no  inlet  to  secure  a  boat  in  ;  but  that  discovered  to 
the  northward  may  be  got  at.  I  have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity 
of  examining  that  place  myself,  therefore  cannot  say  in  what 
quantitys  we  may  be  able  to  procure  it,  and  what  may  be  the  most 
safe  and  eligible  way  of  providing  a  cargo  for  a  ship;  but  the 
experiment  shall  be  tried,  my  Lord,  and  I  will  endeavour  myself 
to  obtain  the  local  knowledge  requisite  for  ascertaining  to  what 
extent  your  Grace's  desire  can  be  carried  into  effect. 

I  will  not  lose  the  present  opportunity  of  mentioning  to  your  proepecta  of 
Grace  that  there  is  the  strongest  reason  to   believe,  from   thejj^^j^^ 
experience  of  the  whalers  now  upon  the  coast,  that  ships  coming 
here  properly  fitted  and  prepared  for  the  variable  weather  we  are 
sabject  to  upon  it  will  most  fully  succeed.!  Those  ships  which  have 
kept  the  sea  most,  I  am  of  opinion,  will  in  five  or  six  months 
more  nearly  complete  their  ovrgos  of  the  true  spermaceti  oil ; 
but  most  of  those  ships  having  come  hither  ill -prepared  for  the 
weather  they  are  sometimes  liable  to  here,  but  fitted  only  for  the 
certain  and  serene  weather  they  meet  on  the  coast  of  Peru,  have 
had  frequent  occasion  to  return  to  this  port  for  repairs,  and  not 
having  sufficient  naval  stores  on  board  for  their  own  use  much 
time  has  been  lost.     We  have  been  so  sparingly  supplied  with  Difficulty  of 
Buch  articles,  I  have  had  it  but  little  in  my  power  to  assist  them,  reflating  at 
and  our  own  boats  and  small  craft  have  been  rendered  useless 
for  want.     Every   sort  of   woodwork  those   ships  have  required 
they  have  had  abundantly  supplied,  and  such  iron  as  we  cou'd 
afford  them. 

Your  Grace,  I  hope,  will  pardon  me  for  the  observation  I  am  Disappoint- 
about  to  make.     I  am  aware,  my  Lord,  it  can  have  no  connection  ™entof 
with  your  Grace's  office  or  dei>artment,  yet  I  cannot  resist  the  offlcew. 
desire  I  have  of  mentioning  it,  for,  my  Lord,  I  feel  as  a  professional 
man  for  the  naval  officers  employ'd  on  this  distant  service,  where 
they  can  have  no  prospect  of  promotion  in  the   line  of   their 
profession,  whilst  by  every  arrival  from  England  they  have  the 
mortification  to  find  hundreds  stepping  over  their  heads,  many  of 
whom  had  scarsely  left  school  when  some  serving  here  had  obtained 
the  rank  they  now  hold ;  and  to  add  still  more  to  the  distress  of 
their  feelings,  they  observe  rapid  promotion  taking  place  amongst 

*  The  Duke  of  Portland's  instructions  relative  to  the  exportation  of  coal  in  the  Porpoise 
•ad  Buffalo  were  contained  in  a  separate  letter  of  2l8t  December,  1798  (ante,  p.  6191    The 
WM  to  fnmish  ooal  and  timber  to  the  settlemoit  at  the  Gape  and  receive  live  stock  in 


t  Ante,  p.  S86 

VOL.  Ill— 2  X 
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1799      the  military  serving  here,  whose  du  ty  in  point  of  hardship  or  severity 
4  July,      cannot  be  in  any  way  compar'd  with  theirs. 

•    tl~  t        ^y  ^^^  condemnation  of  the  Supply  and  arrival  of  the  Buffalo, 

William        I  find  the  service  requires  that  I  shou'd  appoint  Lieuten't  WilUam 

Kent.  Kent,  who  commanded  the  former,  together  with  his  officers  and 

crew,  into  the  Buffalo.     This  officer  having  held  his  present  rank 

eighteen  years,  I  took  an  opportunity  in  my  former  dispatches  to 

the  Admiralty  Board  to  recommend  him  to  the  notice  of  their 

Lordships  on  the  plea  of  his  zeal  and  exertions  in  the  service  of 

f**'^th*^^    this  colony,  particularly  manifested  in  his  return  from  the  Cape 

Cape.  with  a  cargo  of  live  cattle  when  it  was  expected  there  that  his 

ship  wou'd  founder  on  her  voyage  back,  so  extrem'ly  defective  was 

the  state  of  the  Supply  at  that  time.*     He  arriv'd,  it  was  true,  b«it 

in  a  most  distress'd  condition,  and  his  ship  was  immediately  survey'd 

and  condemn'd  as  unfit  to  trust  the  lives  of  the  men  in.     This  officer 

has  now  that  service  to  perform  in  another  ship,  and  I  shall  venture 

again  to  recommend  him  to  the  consideration  of  their  Lordships, 

altho'  I  may  probably  be  equally  unsuccessful!  for  the  want  of  a 

more  powerful!  advocate  upon  the  spot. 

I  have,  Szc, 

J  NO.  Hunter. 

[Enclosure.] 
Promissory-note. 
No.  2,065.  Sydney,  22nd  October,  1798. 

A  negotiable  I  PROMISE  to  pay  William  Miller  or  bearer  the  sum  of  fiftv-nine 
pounds  five  shillings  sterling  on  account  of  Government,  being  for 
two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  bushels  of  maize. 

£59  5s.  st'g.  James  Williamson, 

Paid.  Act*g  Commissary. 

Approved,  Jxo.  Hunter. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
10  July.         My  Lord  Duke,  10th  July,  1799. 

Soon  after  I  had   completed  my  letters   to  your  Grace 

which  will  be  received  herewith,  I  had  the  honour  of  receinng 

your  Grace's  despatches  of  the  18th  SeptV  and  3rd  DecV,  1798t 

A  remark-     (in  triplicate),  by  the  ship  Albion,  which  performed  her  voyage 

a  e  \o>age.  f^^^  England  to  this  port  in  three  months  and  fifteen  days.  J 

*  See  Hunter  to  Nepean.  lOth  July,  1797,  ante,  p.  278 ;  aod  Also  Hunter's  decpatcfa  to  ttai 
Duke  of  Portland,  25tn  June,  17^7,  ante,  p.  236. 
t  Ante,  pp.  489  and  512. 

t  This  was  then  the  fastest  passagre  on  record.  Collint  thought  the  fttA  lo  notevortkr 
that  he  gAve  the  dimensions  of  the  vesjel,  which  are  interesting'  as  descriptive  ol  theiM* 
then  in  vog'ue.  They  were  as  follows  :— Lisnuth  of  keel,  86  feet :  extreme  omdth,  S7|  fe*t> 
depth  in  hold.  12  feet ;  height  between  decks,  6  feet ;  measured  burden,  962  tOM. 
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I  am  highly  gratified  by  your  Grace^s  approbation  of  tlie  measures       1789 
I  had  adopted  for  improving  our  civil  police,  and  compelling  a     lojuiy. 
proper  attention  to  all  public  regulations  ;  your  Grace's  observa-     ^7"!. 
tion  relative  to  the  necessity  of  rigid  discipline  and  good  order  in  aporovai 
the  situation  I  have  the  honour  to  fill  is,  indeed,  my  Lord,  most  J^o^*®'^' 
strictly  just,  and  I  have  no  doubt  under  your  Grace's  authority 
of  receiving   the  full  countenance  and  support  of  his  Majesty's 
Government  in  my  exertions  to  that  end. 

Permit  me,  my  Lord,  to  inform  your  Grace,  that  in  the  supply  Want  of 
of  stores  receiv'd  by  the  Barwell  and  Buffalo,  cloathing  has  been  ^^^'^""if- 
intirely  omitted  ;  and  your  Grace  will  discover  from  some  of  my 
letters,  forwarded  herewith,  what  shifts  and  difficultys  I  have 
been  driven  to  on  that  account.     The  labouring  men  have  been  Labourers 
working  in  the  field  and  other  places  literally  naked  as  the  natives  JJ}^  *"  ^^^ 
of  the  country,  and  the  present  inclement  season  has  for  want  of 
the  necessary  cloatliing  and  blankets  reduc'd  the  people  to  great 
distress,  and  plac'd  too  many  in  the  hospitals. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  speculations,  traffic,  and  monopoly s,  of  Hunter's 
which  I  have  complained,  your  Grace  will  allow  me  to  assure  you  prevent 
that  every  means  within  my  power  for  preventing  its  bad  effects  ™ooopob- 
have  been  most  fully  resorted  to  in  Public  Orders,  copys  of  which 
I  have  regularly  transmitted  to  shew  your  Grace  what  were  my 
objects  from  time  to  time.*     These  may  serve  to  convince  your 
Grace  that  such  complaints  as  I  have  found  occasion  to  make  upon 
those  speculations  and  other  causes  wou'd  have  been  unnecessary 
had  such  Orders  been  effectual ;  but  you  will  see,  my  Lord,  that  His  orders 
where  I  must  depend  for  their  due  execution  on  persons  interested    "'®*f"^    • 
in  their  failure,  how  little  is  to  be  expected  from  such  Orders. f 
Time,  my  Lord,  will  no  doubt  get  the  better  of  those  inconveniences. 
The  common  necessary s  of  life  will  before  long,  I  trust,  become  less 
expensive  than  they  now  are,  and  every  hardworking  and  laborious 
individual  will  receive  his  share  of  those  comforts  which  are  to 
])e  obtain'd  in  this  country  by  industry. 

The  articles  which  your  Grace  has  propos'd  shou'd  be  supplied  stores  for 
to  such  persons  as  may  be  off*  the  public  store  and  labouring  for  private 
themselves,  and  which  are  to  be  paid  for  in  the  produce  of  their  persons. 

^  Hunter  is  here  replying;:  to  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  that  the 
evils  arisine:  from  speculation  and  tratli(;  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  Oovemment  would 
have  largely,  if  not  entirely,  disappeared  had  Portland's  orders,  to  decrease  the  number  of 
farm  labourers  allowed  to  the  officers,  been  carried  out. — Ante,  p.  490. 

t  Portland  could  not  understand  the  position  in  which  Hunter  stood.  He  informed  him 
that,  •*  It  is  certainly  in  your  power,  as  well  as  it  is  your  duty,  to  prohibit  by  the  most 

nitive  orders  all  officers  of  Oovemment,  civil  or  railitarj,  from  sellinff  any  Rpirituous 
lors  to  the  convicts  or  settlers."  Hunter  apparently  felt  himself  unequal  to  the  task  of 
insiiiting  on  the  obedience  of  the  whole  of  the  officers  ;  he  repeatedly  prohibited  in  l*ubHc 
Orders  the  unlicensed  vending  of  spirituous  liquors,  the  erection  of  stills,  and  the  practice 
of  paying  for  fcrain  in  spirits ;  but  his  Orders  were  framed  in  a  general  way,  and  not  directed 
■peci6caT]y  asainst  the  officers— in  fact,  he  publicly  expressed  his  approval  (ante,  p.  406)  of 
Ahe  tmdinff  agreement  entered  into  between  the  officers  and  principal  inhabitants  (ante, 
p.  406),  which  approval  was  one  of  the  causes  of  his  recall. — Portland  to  Hunter,  6th 
rfovember,  1799,  post,  p.  734. 
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1799  now  going),  who  has  long  been  a  cotton-planter  in  Georgia  and 
22  Au^.  ^^6  Bahamas.  From  this  gentleman  I  have  received  much  satis- 
factory information  respecting  that  plant,  from  which  I  have 
discovei'ed  the  great  errors  we  laboured  under  in  our  attempts, 
and  the  more  than  probable  chance  of  any  future  attempt  suc- 
ceeding, which  I  shall  pay  attention  to.  Mr.  Wall  has  very  kindly 
given  me  (in  addition  to  much  other  information)  written  direc- 
tions respecting  its  culture,  &c.,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose.  If 
a  sufficiency  of  this  article  can  be  raised  to  go  towards  cloathing 
the  inhabitants,  may  it  not  hereafter  be  an  object  to  send  to 
China,  where  cotton  from  India  sells  extreemly  well  I  I  shall  take 
care  of  the  seeds  you  have  already  given  me,  and  do  not  doubt  of 
finding  many  remaining  from  what  I  previously  planted.  But 
Cbtton-aeedB  that  we  may  be  at  no  loss  for  seeds,  I  have  requested  Mr.  Wall  to 
forwarded  forward  me  some  of  the  best  kinds,  and  have  taken  the  liberty  of 
to  Banks,  desiring  him  to  address  them  to  your  care.  He  desires  me  to 
inform  you  that  if  he  can  be  anyways  serviceable  in  your  benev- 
olent pursuits  for  the  welfare  of  mankind  that  he  shall  be  happy 
and  proud  to  receive  your  commands,  which  will  reach  him  at  the 
Bahamas  through  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Simpson  and  Davidsoiu 
merchants,  in  London.  Not  having  any  idea  of  the  make  of  a 
cotton-card  or  a  ])ortable  gin  for  extracting  the  seeds  from  the 
cotton,  I  have  requested  Mr.  King  to  allow  of  six  cards  and  one 
gin  being  sent  to  me,  from  which  perhaps  we  may  be  able  to  make 
others.  I  have  also  requested  a  water-engine  being  sent  out  by  one 
Engines  for  of  the  first  ships,  as  from  what  I  have  read  of  the  coaleries  that 
collieries,  appears  an  absolute  necessary  to  have.  I  should  apprehend  two 
common  ship's  fire-engines  would  answer  the  purpose.  As  it  is  now 
fourteen  months  ago  since  you  were  so  kind  to  furnish  me  with  such 
a  liberal  supply  of  seeds,  at  which  time  we  expected  to  leave  Eng- 
land, I  fear  few  of  those  which  I  have  retained  will  be  of  any  use, 
but  fortunately  I  sent  three  of  the  boxes  on  in  the  Albion,  which 
sailed  in  January  last,  and  as  I  informed  Gov.  Hunter  what  they 
were,  I  hope  he  has  made  use  of  them.  The  box  and  papers 
that  remain  I  shall  reserve  for  a  trial,  but  shall  procure  some  at 
the  Cape  of  the  common  vegetables.  Poor  Caley,  who,  I  believe, 
has  not  made  philosophy  and  patience  his  study,  is  quite  out  of 
humour  at  our  long  detention,  and  I  am  cerudn  that  nothing  hut 
the  gratitude  he  owes  you  prevents  him  from  taking  up  his  stick 
and  returning  from  whence  he  came.  I  wish  it  was  in  my  power 
to  give  you  any  idea  as  to  the  probable  time  when  we  may  expect 
to  be  liberated,  but  at  present  I  am  as  ignorant  as  ever  about  it, 
altho'  not  less  anxious.  Should  I  not  have  another  opportunity 
of  advising  you  from  this  place,  I  beg  to  assure  you  of  the  respect 
and  grateful  attachment  with  which  I  shall  ever  remain,  sir, 

Youra,  <Src, 
Philip  Gidlet  Kura 


Seeds. 


George 
Caley. 
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I  observe  particularly  what  your  Grace  says  with  respect  to  the      1799 
object  in  sending  Mr.  Park  to  this  country.'*'    Permit  me,  my  Lord,     lo  jnij. 
to  observe  that  altho'  a  thorough  knowl^ge  of  the  interior  of  this  ,^ — 
country  is  much  to  be  desir'd,  the  gentleman  designed  to  explore  it  projected 
wou'd  have  (I  may  venture  to  say  from  my  own  experience)  found  Ji^jjJ 
difficultys  to  surmount  which  I  fear  his  experience  in  the  interior  Park. 
of  Africa  oou'd  have  given  but  little  acquaintance  with.     The  idea 
suggested  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  as  appears  by  an  extract  of  that 
gentleman's  letter  to  Mr.  King,t  is  in  my  judgement  the  only  prac- 
ticable means  of  gaining  an  early  knowledge  of  this  immense 
country — a  country,  my  Lord,  which  there  is  much  reason  (as  far  as 
we  have  yet  carried  our  discoverys)  to  believe  may  afford  many 
usefull  articles.     A  vessel  such  as  Sir  Joseph  mentions  cou'd  be 
built  here ;  and  I  wou'd  recommend,  if  such  an  intention  and 
means  of  exploring  the  country  shou'd  be  ditermin'd  on,  that  the 
necessary  naval  stores  for  fitting  her  be  sent  out. 

I  have  ventur'd  to  write  upon  the  subject  of  exploring  this  Exploration, 
country  by  traveling  into  its  interior,  from  my  own  experience, 
because,  altho'  not  a  young  man,  my  Lord,  none  who  ever  com- 
manded here  has  traveled  so  far  into  it     And  I  am  of  opinion 
your  Grace  will  be  satisfied  from  my  last  letters  that  a  knowledge 
.not  only  of  its  interior,  but  of  its  seacoast,  have  been  consider'd 
by  me  as  objects  of  consequence.     In  the  interior,  altho'  we  meet 
but  with  few  (and  no  hostile)  natives,  and  with  no  ferocious 
animals  to  annoy  us,  we  are  obliged  to  carry  provisions  to  sub- 
sist upon,  which  will  always  occasion  our  journeys  to  be  limited 
within  very  confin'd  excursions ;  but  by  entering  with  a  vessel  the  Probable 
innumerable  appearances  of  harbours  which  were  observ'd  and  I'^^u^''^ 
carefully  marked  by  that  superior  navigator,  Capt.  Cook,  excur-  rivers.' 
sions  cou'd  be  made  from  them,  particularly  where  there  may  be 
extensive  rivers  or  arms  of  the  sea. 

Your  Grace  may  be  assur'd  that  I  do  not  neglect  such  means  as 
may  be  in  my  power  for  trying  what  may  [be]  done  to  establish  the 
weaving  of  cloth.    The  specimens  sent  by  this  conveyance,  which,  CoioniiU- 
altho'  prepared  under  many  disadvantages,  may  serve  to  shew  * 

what  may  be  expected  as  soon  as  we  may  have  abundance  of  the 
raw  materials  in  our  power,  which,  I  hope,  will  not  be  long.  The 
sheep  thrive  exceedingly,  and  the  specimens  of  woolen  cloth  will 
in  some  degree  shew  the  quality  of  the  fleece ;  the  breed  of  sheep 
which  produced  this  wool  is  between  the  Cape  ram  and  Bengal  and  cross- 
ewe.  The  web  of  linnen  is  our  first  essay,  and  is  from  the  wild  ^"^  ■*><«?• 
flax  of  this  country,  which  will  no  doubt  improve  from  cultivation ; 
at  one  end  of  this  web  it  is  crossed  by  a  thread  spun  from  the  bark 

*  For  some  reason,  now  unknown,  Mungo  Park  did  not  visit  the  colony. 

t  See  Sir  Joseph  Banks's  letter  to  Under  Secretary  King  of  16th  May,  1796  (ante,  p.  882), 
fa  which  he  proposed  to  famish  Mungo  Park  with  a  decked  boat  of  about  thirty  tons,  in  the 
hope  of  penetratinfi:  to  the  centre  of  the  Australian  continent  by  means  of  some  navigable 
river,  which  he  was  confident  would  be  discovered. 
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1799 

28  July. 

A  surgeon's 
wife  and 
family. 


P.S. — Mr.  Mason,  who  is  now  surgion  of  the  Buffalo,  and  who 
is  so  attach'd  to  this  country  that  he  proposes  to  continue  in  it 
if  he  can  have  the  favor  of  a  passage  hither  for  his  wife  and 
three  children,  shou'd  she  apply  to  you,  it  will  be  doing  a  kind- 
ness to  a  deserving  man,  and  no  doubt  a  service  to  the  colony,  if 
you  will  have  the  goodness  to  order  a  passage  for  her  in  any  ship 
coming  here. 


15  Aug. 

The  Reliance 
and  Supply. 


The  Buffalo 

and 

Porpoise. 


Arrival  of 
Che  Buffalo. 


Return  of 

the 

Reliance. 


Hunter  to 
ooinniand 
the 
Buffalo. 


Governor  Hunter  to  Secretary  Nepean. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

Sir,  *  15th  August,  1799. 

Having  received  information  by  dispatches  from  his  Graa 
the  Duke  of  Portland  of  6th  February,  1798,  that  two  ships  were 
purchas'd  for  the  purpose  of  replacing  his  Majesty's  ships  the 
Reliance  and  Supply  on  the  service  of  this  colony — the  first  of 
which  being  too  weak  and  infirm  to  be  longer  employed  here, 
and  the  latter  being  completely  condemn'd  as  a  mass  of  rotten 
timber ;  and  having  also  learnt  by  letter  from  the  Commissioners 
of  his  Majesty's  navy  that  the  Buffalo  and  Porpoise  were  fitting 
for  this  service,  and  desiring  that  I  may  furnish  by  the  earlyeat 
and  cheapest  conveyance  a  passage  to  England  for  the  oflicers  and 
men  who  might  navigate  them  hither  : 

The  Buffalo  having  arriv'd  in  this  port  on  the  3rd  of  May  last, 
I  take  the  first  opportunity  of  requesting  you  will  be  pleas'd  to 
inform  their  Lordships  thereof,  and  also  to  mention  that  I  have 
found  it  necessary,  for  the  advancement  of  his  Majesty's  service  in 
the  concerns  of  this  settlement,  to  remove  into  the  Buffalo  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  Supply  (who  have  been  ever  since  the 
condemnation  of  that  ship  employ'd  in  various  ways  upon  the 
service  of  the  colony),  and  to  fit  her  with  all  possible  dispatch  for 
a  voyage  to  the  Cape  Good  Hope  this  season.  The  Porpoise  not 
being  yet  arriv'd,  I  fear  she  will  be  too  late  to  be  prepar'd  in 
time  for  the  same  service. 

After  having  underetood  that  their  Lordships  had  ordered  the 
above  ships  for  this  service,  and  altho'  I  had  no  information  from 
the  Admiralty  respecting  them,  I  yet  conceiv'd  that  as  two  ships 
only  were  design'd  to  be  employ'd  h^re,  and  as  I  had  given  the 
"Reliance  such  repairs  as  would  enable  her  with  safety  to  return 
home,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  direct  Captain  Waterhouse,  her  seeoDd 
commander,  to  be  prepar'd  to  proceed  this  season  round  Cape  Horn 
on  his  return  to  England. 

The  Buffalo  being  the  superior  of  the  two  ships  designed  to  be 
employ'd  here,  I  can  have  no  doubt  of  its  being  the  intention  of 
their  Lordships  that  she  shou'd  be  upon  the  same  ^tablishment 
as  the  Reliance  has  been,  and  that  the  chief  command  of  that 
ship  is  intended  for  me,  in  order  to  my  continuing  to  hold  the 
authority  of  senior  officer  of  his  Majesty's  ships  employ'd  on  the 
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service  of  this  colony.     The  return  of  the  Reliance  will  leave       1799 
room  for  a  second  commander  to  the  Buffalo,  which  I  earnestly     15  ^y^, 
hope  their  Lordships  will  condescend  to  permit  my  filling  up  with 
Lieut.  William  Kent,  late  commanding  the  Supply,  and  senior  Kent  to  be 
lieut.  upon  this  service,  an  officer  respecting  whose  merits,  long  ^{I^nj 
services,  and  zeal  for  the  concerns  of  this  settlement,  I  took  the 
liberty  of  mentioning  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  18th  August, 
1797,  in  order  to  its  being  laid  before  their  Lordships. 

I  confess,  sir,  that  altho'  from  the  immense  distance  of  this  a  quejttion 
remote  colony  from  Europe  there  may  be  but  little  probability  of  Sence!  *^ 
any  naval  officer  aiTiving  here  of  senior  standing  upon  the  list  to 
me^  yet  I  beg  you  will  do  mo  the  favor  to  express  my  concern  to 
their  Lordships  that  any  difficulty  should  have  been  found  when 
1  had  the  honor  of  being  nam'd  by  his  Majesty  for  this  com- 
mand in  altering  the  establishment  of  the  Reliance.  I  was  thro' 
that  difficulty  oblig'd  to  submit  to  a  temporary  reduction  of  my 
naval  rank,  and  to  receive  my  naval  Commission  as  first  com- 
mander of  that  ship.  I,  however,  trust  that  their  Lordships  will 
see  that  by  allowing  my  proper  rank  to  take  place  in  the  Buffalo 
it  need  not  occasion  a  change  in  that  of  any  other  officer,  the 
second  in  command  being  still  a  commander,  nor  will  it  be  any 
material  increase  of  expence  to  the  service.  It  might  be  attended 
with  this  advantage — that  it  would  effectually  prevent  any  inter- 
ference with  my  naval  authority  should  a  junior  post>captain  ever 
enter  this  port. 

Their  Lordships  will,  I  trust,  pardon  me  for  taking  the  liberty  to  slow  promo- 
observe  how  extremly  melancholy  and  discouraging  this  situation  offloere."*^  ** 
must  be  to  the  naval  officers  employed  here,  who  may  have  the  mis- 
fortune to  continue  to  serve  for  so  great  a  length  of  time  in  this 
country  without  that  chance  of  advancement  which  an  employ- 
ment nearer  home  might  offer.  I  cannot  help  feeling,  as  a  pix>- 
fessional  man,  for  those  naval  officers  serving  under  my  orders. 
They  frequently  learn  of  promotions  amongst  their  acquaintances 
at  home  who  were,  many  of  them,  not  in  the  service  when  some 
of  those  serving  here  were  capable  of  taking  charge  of  a  ship, 
and  the  additional  mortification  of  observing  rapid  promotions 
amongst  the  military  serving  in  this  country,  whose  duty  in  point 
of  severity  cannot  be  compared  with  the  sea  officer. 

I  shall  continue  to  hope  that,  altho'  serving  at  so  great  a  distance,  sui>er- 
their  Lordships  will  consider  them  not  the  less  meritorious.  Before  ""/"h™^^* 
Lieut.  Kent  shall  sail  from  hence  I  shall  direct  him  to  take  on  Cape. 
board  the  Buffalo  a  certain  number  of  supernumerarys  of  a  descrip- 
tion which  may  be  found  of  use  to  his  Majesty's  ships  at  the  Cape. 
This  measure  I  hope  their  Lordships  will  approve,  as  I  can  have 
no  object  in  view  but  the  forwarding  to  the  utmost  of  my  power 
his  Majesty's  service.  I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 
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1799      of  a  tree  ;  and  a  web  from  that  bark  is  cross'd  at  one  end  with  a 
10  July,     thread  of  wool.     These  specimens,  I  hope,  will  satisfy  your  Grace 
that  much  may  be  done  here  in  that  way  in  due  time. 
Destructive        Every  exertion  is  now  making  to  recover  the  misfortunes  sus- 
Btorm.  tain'd  in  some  of  our  public  buildings  by  the  late  tempestuous 

weather,  and  I  look  forward  with  hope  that  we  shall  have  sur- 
mounted most  of  them  by  the  end  of  this  year.  The  prison  I  had 
propos'd  will  be  large  and  substantial,  built  of  stone,  of  which 
we  have  abundance  fit  for  such  use.  But  finding  that  it  wou'd 
create  much  expence,  as  well  as  much  time,  I  called  a  meeting  of 
the  officers,  chief  inhabitants,  and  landholders,  and  delivered  my 
.  sentiments  upon  our  late  accidents,  as  in  the  inclosed  paper,  with 
A  new  gaol,  which  desire  on  my  part  they  readily  complied,  and  that  goal  is 
now  erecting  at  their  expence,  except  in  such  iron  as  may  he 
necessary,  which  will  be  supplied  from  his  Majesty's  store. 

I  have,  &c,, 

Jno.  Huntbb. 

[Enclosure.] 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Settlers. 

Gentlemen, 

The  effects  The  unfortunate  accidents  and  public  losses  which  hate 

of  June.^'^"^  been  occasioned  by  the  late  tempestuous  weather  have  been  such 

1799.  as  to  render  it  necessary  on  my  part  to  pursue  some  decided  step, 

not  only  for  the  more  cfiectually  and  expiditiously  recovering,  as 

far  as  it  may  be  possible,  the  time  which  has  been  lost  by  these 

misfortunes,  but  for  the  purpose  also  of   relieving  Government 

from  the  expences  attending  the  erecting  such  public  buildings  as 

are  generally  rais'd  in  the  mother  country  at  the  expence  of  the 

inhabitants  of   the  respective  countys  in  which  they  are  found 

Hunter  in-    requisite.     It  is  scarsely  necessary,  gentlemen,  to  tell  you  that 

of  the  in-      wherever  the  labouring  servants  of  the  Crown  have   been  found 

habitants      sufficient  for  carrying  on  the  public  works  which  have  been  from 

time  to  time  seen  wanting,  I  have  uniformly  avoided  calling  in  the 

aid  of  the  inhabitants,  or  in  any  way  creating  an  expence  which 

might  be  seriously  felt  by  them.     But  that  such  buildings  as  goab 

or   public  prisons  are  indispensibly  necessary  in  this  colony,  I 

believe  that  none  of  its  more  industrious  inhabitants  will  deny; 

and  that  a  substantial  and  permanent  one  is  particularly  requisite 

in  the  town  of  Sydney,  in  which  all  our  criminal  trials  take  place^ 

is,  I  believe,  equally  evident. 

in  building        It  will  therefore  be  wholly  unnecessary  in  me  to  dwell  upon 

the  gaol.       ^Yie  expediency  of  some  prompt  or  immediate  step  being  pursued 

for  the  purpose  of  finishing  offhand  the  goal,  which  is  now  in  a 

certain  decree  of  forwardness,  and  without  which  the  magistrates 

and  others  employ'd  under  their  authority  in  preserving  the  peace 

and  the  good  order  of  the  settlement  must  continue  to  experience 

much  trouble  and  fatigue. 
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I  have  therefore  called  you  together,  gentlemen,  to  take  your      1799 
opinion  upon  the  fairest  and  most  efiectual  means,  as  well  as  the     iq  j„]y, 
most  expiditious  manner  of  having  that  huilding  completed. 

You  will  no  doubt  have  discovered  tliat  the  very  few  artificers  paucity  of 
and  labourers  whoso  work  is  the  property  of  the  Crown,  and  who  Ji^iif™^"* 
can  be  spar'd  from  the  public  concerns  carrying  on  in  other  parts 
of  the  colony,  are  very  unequal  to  the  various  and  highly  essential 
works  at  present  in  hand,  and  which  every  officer  wishing  well  to 
the  public  service,  I  am  convinced,  must  long  ]iave  regretted  the 
want  of  ;  such  works,  I  did  hope,  wou'd  by  the  end  of  tJie  present 
year  have  been  nearly  finish'd,  but  the  misfortunes  which  have 
oocasion'd  my  calling  you  together  this  day  will  retard  the  com- 
pletion of  such  of  those  buildings  as  I  have  been  most  particularly 
anxious  about 

I  have  now  only  to  observe  that  I  conceive  every  person  pos-  Reasons  for 
sessing  landed  property  in  this  colony,  either  by  lease  or  by  grant,  Sfhabftants 
as  well  as  all  such  persons  as  may  be  enffag'd  in  any  mercantile  to  buiui 
concern,  of  whatever  nature  it  may  be,  will  consider  the  safety 
and  security  of  their  property,  on  which  will  very  much  depend 
thoir  domestic  comfort,  as  very  precarious  without  the  building  I 
have  mentioned,  and  that  of  the  most  secure  kind.    It  is  but  fair, 
therefore,  that  the  expence  of  such  building  be  defrayed  by  them. 

If  it  should  be  objected  by  any  gentleman  present  (a  circum-  a  po^ibic 
stance  which  I  can  scarsely  allow  myself  io  suppose)  that  as  all 
buildings  of  this  nature  which  were  found  requisite  in  this  settle- 
ment heretofore  had  been  erected  at  the  expence  of  the  Crown 
it  shou'd  continue  to  be  so  now,  to  such  an  opinion  it  will  only 
be  necessary  to  reply  that  in  the  early  days  of  this  settlement  there 
was  scarsely  any  property  but  what  belonged  to  Government,  and 
that  such  argument  cannot  now  apply,  because  the  private  property 
in  this  settlement  is  now  become  very  considerable. 

If  you,  gentlemen,  shou'd  be  of  opinion  that  the  idea  I  have 
submitted  to  your  consideration  should,  for  the  general  good,  be 
adopted  without  delay,  it  will  then  be  proper  you  should  consult 
upon  the  best  means  of  making  the  assessment  for  carrying  into 
immediate  effect.  And  as  it  will  not  only  facilitate  but  consider-  Hunter's 
ably  hasten  the  completion  of  the  building  in  question,  I  would  Uations. 
recommend  that  a  certain  number  of  those  officers  who  may  have 
least  public  duty  on  their  hands  be  chosen,  to  whom  power  should 
be  given  enabling  them  to  enter  into  contract  or  agreement  with 
any  person  or  persons  who  may  be  disposed  to  undertake  the  work. 

Such  iron,  lead,  and  timber  as  may  be  requir'd  for  carrying  out 
the  work  will  be  supplied  at  the  expence  of  Government.* 

J.H. 

*The  principal  inhabitants  and  officers  readily  agreed  to  this  proposal  of  Oovomor 
Hunter.  But  barely  a  month  had  elapeed  before  Hunter,  finding  the  work  progressing 
slowly,  directed  that  five  men  and  a  watchman  should  be  told  off  each  day  by  each  of  the 
four  divisions  of  Sydney  (King,  Nepcan,  iianks,  and  Maskelyne)  and  by  the  outlying  district 
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Port  Jackson,  being  less  frequent,  would  render  this  less  practic- 
able; but  we  trust  that  as  you  have  had  sometimes  occasion  to 
require  supplies  from  hence,  the  additional  motive  of  procuring 
settlers  would  be  sufficient  to  induce  you  to  do  so  again  in 
preference  to  sending  to  other  Indian  ports ;  in  which  event,  if 
a  public  or  private  freighted  ship  should  be  employed,  we  might 
be  provided  with  a  passage  at  little  or  no  expence  to  Government 
I  have  hitherto  confined  the  subject  to  myself  and  friends;  but  in 
the  event  of  the  proposal  being  thought  by  you  worthy  of  attention, 
I  am  confident  there  are  numbers  who  would  gladly  embrace  the 
same  opportunity,  if  acquainted  with  it  in  time. 

That  your  Excellency  may  have  the  subject  fully  before  you,  I 
beg  leave  to  enclose  a  memorandum  of  what  we  deem  necessary 
for  us.  With  respect  to  our  characters  or  conduct,  we  are  con- 
fident they  cannot  suflTer  by  any  enquiries  you  may  deem  necessary 
to  make. 

One  point  further  may  be  thought  worthy  of  your  consideration. 
I  am  officially  acquainted  with  the  commission  Dr.  Beyer  is  charged 
with  of  communicating  to  your  Excellency  the  wishes  of  this  Govern- 
ment on  the  subject  of  transporting  Bengal  convicts,  and  I  beg 
leave  to  submit  whether,  in  the  event  of  such  a  measure  being 
approved  by  you,  it  would  be  satisfactory  to  you  and  advantageous 
to  the  colony  to  have  persons  there  who  were  acquainted  with  the 
language,  customs,  and  dispositions  of  the  natives  of  Bengal  ?  At 
all  events,  I  should  beg  to  be  favoured  with  your  Excellency's 
sentiments  on  the  propriety  of  our  taking  a  few  Bengal  convicts 
with  us,  if  allowed  by  this  Government. 

T  hope  your  Excellency  will  have  the  goodness  to  excuse  this 
address,  and  to  deem  it,  what  it  really  is,  an  earnest  endeavour  to 
procure,  what  every  man  who  is  a  husband  and  a  father  must 
consider  the  first  object  of  his  regard,  an  honest,  however  hardly 
earned,  establishment  for  his  children. 

I  have,  <S:c., 

A.  C.  Seymour. 

P.S. — Should  I  be  honoured,  through  any  of  your  officers,  with 

the  communication  of  your  Excellency's  sentiments  on  this  subject, 

I  request  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  order  it  to  be  directed 

HiaaddreM.  to  —  A.  C.  Seymour,  Register  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  to 

Government   in   the  Judicial  and    Revenue   Department,  Fort 

William. 

[EInclosure.] 

Conditions  op  Settlement.* 

Memorandum  of  what  we  deem  necessary  to  enable  us  to  become 
settlers  at  Port  Jackson 

First. — To  be  conveyed  to  Port  Jackson  at  the  expence  of 
Government  in  any  manner  your  Excellency  may  think  adWsable, 


The  writer's 
object. 


A  free 
passaj^e  for 
settlers 


*  See  also  ante,  pp.  358  and  411. 
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and  to  be  allowed  proper  acoommodations  on  shipboard  for  our-       1799 
selves  juid  fuuiies,  with  the  usual  allowance  of  ship's  provisions     24  July. 
during  the  passage. 

Second, — Deeming  the  importation  of  cattle,  whether  by  indi-  with  live 
vidua!  settlers  or  otherwise,  to  be  a  public  benefit  to  the  colony,  we  *^^^ 
hope  to  be  allowed  to  carry  with  us  a  limited  number  of  cattle, 
with  their  provender,  freight  free.  We  particularly  hope  for  indul- 
gence in  this,  as  it  will  prevent  Goveniment  incurring  the  expence 
of  supplying  us  with  breeding  stock,  as  we  observe  has  been  done 
for  other  settlers. 

Third — As  our  little  property  will  be  invested  in  necessaries  for  and 
ourselves  and  families,  we  hope  to  be  allowed  tonnage,  not  exceeding  ^'*8:** 
ten  tons  each,  freight  free. 

Fourth, — To  be  allowed,  on  our  arrival  at  Port  Jackson,  accom-  Free 
modation  for  the  temporary  residence  of  ourselves  and  families,  free  '®«i<*«n<»- 
of  charge,  until  houses  may  be  erected  wherever  we  may  settle. 

Fifth, — To  be  allowed  grants  of  land  in  such  situation  as  we  Grants  of 
may  chuse,  not  already  granted  to  others  of  required  for  public  ^"^^ 
uses,  and  on  the  same  terms  allowed  to  settlers  from  the  piarine 
corps  or  any  other  settlers. 

Sixth. — To  be  allowed  two  hundred  acres  for  each  man,  one  Area  of 
hundred  for  each  woman,  and  fifty  for  each  child,  with  an  engage-  ^rra"**- 
ment  that  more  will  be  granted  whenever  we  can  stock  or  cultivate 
a  larger  quantity. 

Seventh, — To  be  allowed  such  assistance  from  Government  with  ^^^«'* 
respect  to  the  building  of  houses,  labor  of  convicts,  implements  of  aidB. 
husbandry,  seed,  and  rations  from  the  stores,  as  have  been  allowed 
to  the  military  officers  or  private  settlers. 

Eighth. — That  we  may  be  allowed  to  import  a  quantity  of  Bengal  Rijrht  to 
rum,  under  such  restrictions  as  your  Excellency  may  prescribe,  ^^J^ 
not  doubting  but  that,  as  we  pledge  ourselves  under  penalty  of 
forfeiting  your  favor  not  to  dispose  of  a  drop  clandestinely,  you 
will  make  us  a  liberal  allowance  of  an  article  which  we  can  never 
again  procure  an  opportunity  of  being  supplied  with  on  the  same 
terms. 

We  have  been  thus  particular  through  real  anxiety  lest  any  Reasons  for 
point  misunderstood  might  disappoint  our  wishes,  and  not  through  ^^f  "^'" 
an  idea  of  heightening  our  own  importance  with  you.  Should  any 
of  the  above,  however,  be  deemed  inadmissible  in  their  present 
form,  we  respectfully  hope  to  be  informed  under  what  modification 
your  Excellency  may  deem  yourself  authorized  to  grant  them, 
making  no  doubt  but  that  you  will  afford  us  every  assistance  and 
indulgence  in  your  power.  ^^  ^  Marshall. 

G.  M.  LOWDER. 

A.  C.  Seymour. 
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1799      give  over  there — ^the  harvest  geting  suddenly  ripe,  and  the  prisoners 
20  Aug.     being  compelled  to  work  at  it  on  the  Sabbath.     The  evening  lee- 
Co  i^      ^^^  ^  Pamunatta  was  given  up  also,  in  consequence  of  the  people 
laboaring  on  in  whose  house  it  was  going  to  the  country  to  get  in  their  harvest^ 
Sunday.       ^^j  consequently  closing  up  their  house.     Now  the  Sabbath  even- 
ing lecture  is  recommenced  at  Parramatta,  at  the  house  which 
Mr.  Cover  now  occupies,  and  also  preaching  at  Toongabbee.    Last 
Toonn^iAf  Sabbath  the  writer  preached  at  the  latter  place  to  about  a  hundred 
people  (the  greater  part  of  them  were  prisoners)  from   the    3rd 
chapter  Acts  and  former  part  of  the  19th  verse:  "Repent  ye, 
therefore,  and  be  converted,  dec"    The  people  listened  with  becom- 
ing attention,  and  a  few  appeared  somewhat  affected.     We  had 
excellent  singing,  as  there  were  about  a  dozen  of  soldiers  (including 
corporal  and  sergeant)  from  Parramatta  barracks  to  hear,  among 
whom  were  five  or  six  who  sing  every  other  Sabbath  at  Parra- 
matta church.     They  say  they  will  attend  our  worship  every  other 
Sabbath  at  Toongabbee  to  sing.     It  may  be  necessary  to  observe 
woraS?p^'^  that  all  who  attend  service  at  this  place  do  not  attend  from  ch<nce, 
pfcTB.  but  the  greater  part  of  them  from  compulsion;  for  it  being  the 

superintendent's  order  that  they  should  attend,  the  eonstables  cause 
it  to  be  obeyed.  We  are  not  the  cause  of  this  compulsion,  but  it 
is  in  consequence  of  an  order  given  by  the  Crovemor  some  time 
ago  that  the  prisoners  in  general  should  attend  divine'worship  on 
the  Sabbath.  The  superintendent  himself  attends  our  preaching, 
and  is  very  friendly  and  obliging  to  us.  Mr.  Hassall*  has  begun 
to  preach  since  he  came  to  this  colony ;  and  has,  for  a  considerable 
time  past,  preached  at  a  certain  place  in  the  country,  and  has  for 
some  time,  by  our  request,  for  us  at  Kissing  Point.  His  house 
roKSuod  ^^  ^en  robbed  some  time  ago,  and  himself  beaten  and  used  very 
beaten.  ill  by  some  ruffians ;  but  had  his  loss  nearly  made  up  to  himaelf 
by  a  collection  made  among  the  officers  and  others  of  the  colony. 

Having  now  given  a  brief  and  candid  account  of  our  labours  in 
the  Gospel  since  the  commencement  of  them  here,  together  with  a 
detail  of  other  particulars,  I  come  in  the  next  place  to  make  a  few 
observations  on  the  moral  and  religious  (or  rather  I  should  say  the 
a  low'ebb**^  irreligious)  state  of  the  colony.  Religion  is  truely  at  a  low  ebb  here, 
and  there  is  little  probability  of  its  being  otherwise  until  matters 
take  a  great  change  in  the  colony.  It  is  become  quite  fieushionable 
among  the  officers  and  others,  who  should  set  the  convicts  a  good 
example,  to  stay  away  from  church  and  neglect  the  worship  of 
God,  and  it  ceases  to  be  deemed  foolishness  with  some  of  them  to 
scoff  at  religion  and  sacred  things  and  treat  the  holy  Scriptures  of 
truth  with  contempt  and  ridicule.  In  short,  infidelity,  at  present, 
like  a  mighty  torrent,  runs  through  the  colony,  and  threatens  a 
Contro\^er-  universal  deluge.  There  are  few  of  the  officers  who  are  not  either 
officera.  Atheists  or  Deists.  I  have  had  several  contraversies  with  some  of 
them,  but  have  been  obliged  to  lay  aside  the  Bible,  as  its  aathority 

'  Mr.  Haaaall  was  one  of  the  missionariea. 
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Bafialo  the  officers  and  crew  of  his  Majesty's  condemned  ship  the       1790 
Supply,  and  to  send  her  this  season  to  the  Cape  Good  Hope  for     27  July. 
another  cargo  of  live  cattle,  but  the  other  ship  design'd  for  this  ^jj^JJJJ^ 
service  (the  Porpoise)  is  not  yet  arrived  from  England ;  she  will  to  be  stnt 
most  probably  be  too  late  for  the  present  season.     The  Buffalo,  I  f2,*^tSr* 
propose,  shall  sail  early  from  hence,  in  order  that  her  return  may 
be  practicable  within  the  summer  months,  for  greater  certainty  in 
preserving  the  cattle  she  may  take  on  board  at  the  Cape,  and  she 
will  bear  these  dispatches  thither. 

I  have,  tkc,. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

Governor  Hunter  to  Under  Secretary  King. 

Dear  Sir,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  28th  July,  1799.         28  July. 

The  Hilsborough,  transport,  being  justarriv'd  in  this  port  Ck>ndition  of 
with  a  cargo  of  the  most  miserable  and  wretched  convicts  I  have  S^ded'from 
ever  beheld,  I  am  constrained  to  recur  to  my  many  official  letters  J^e  HiUs- 
on  the  subject  of  slop  cloathing  and  blankets.     Were  you,  my  dear  "**""*  * 
sir,  in   the  situation  in  whidi  I  stand,  I  am  convinc'd  all  the 
feelings  of  humanity,  every  sensation  which  can  occasion  a  pang 
for  the  distresses  of  a  fellow-creature,  would  be  seen  to  operate  in 
you  with  full  force. 

Figure  to  yourself  a  ship  having  out  of  three  hundred  people  MorteH^' 
embark'd  in  England,  and  having  stopped  for  their  refreshment  ^nv't^on 
several  weeks  at  the  Cape  Good  Hope,  yet  hav'g  upon  her  voyage  b^ 
buried  of  the  above  number  ninety-five,  and  four  since  landing ;     ^^^  ' 
those  who  still  survive  are  in  the  most  sickly  and  wretched  state, 
put  on  board  the  ship  in  England  with  the  cloaths  only  in  which 
they  stood,  consequently  arrived  here  naked,  where  cloathing  is 
not  to  be  found.     Nor  is  it  possible,  my  dear  sir,  when  you  look 
back  to  our  last  general  supply,  which  was  by  the  Sylph  near  three  No  clothing: 
years  ago,  and  very  moderate  in  point  of  quantity,  that  you  can  '^aw!'** 
wonder  we  shou'd  at  this  time  be  without.     The  most  scrupulous 
{economy   has   been   us*d   in  the   management   of   that   supply, 
otherwise  long  ago  all  work  during   the  winter   months   must 
have  ceas'd. 

Originally  in  this  colony  there  were  stated  periods  for  issuing  cessation  of 
slop  cloathing,  but  our  supplys  since  my  command  wou'd  not  JJ|Ji*eg, 
admit  of  that  necessary  regulation ;  none  have  been  served  but  to 
such  as  were  in  the  greatest  distress  for  want. 

Let  me  conjure  you  to  use  every  means  in  your  power  to  have 
us  supplied  in  some  way  or  other  without  loss  of  time,  that  I  may 
no  longer  have  occasion  to  give  trouble  to  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
for  be  assur'd  it  is  with  the  utmost  reluctance  that  I  give  his 
Grace  so  much.  I  am,  &Cy 

Jno.  Huntsb. 
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^  Aug. 

Vouchers 

delayed 

penaing 

Palmer's 

return. 


Retuni  of 
births  and 
deaths. 


Live  stock 

and 

culti\'ation. 


8  Sept. 


As  a  farther  reason  why  the  necessary  vouchers  in  support  of 
the  bills  drawn  have  been  delay'd  so  long,  it  becomes  necessary 
to  mention  that  Mr.  Commissary  Palmer,  having  written  to  the 
Acting  Commissary  that,  as  some  alteration  had  taken  place  in  his 
instructions,  he  was  desireous  that  no  accounts  should  be  trans- 
mitted untill  his  arrival,  which  has  been  so  long  look'd  for  that  I 
gave  directions  there  be  no  longer  any  delay,  but  the  vouchers 
for  the  expenditure  of  the  sums  drawn,  together  with  every  other 
necessary  paper,  be  immediately  forwarded, 

I  send  a  list  (No.  3)  of  such  materials  as  are  wanted  for  carrying 
into  effect  our  endeavours  to  manufacture  both  woolen  and  linnen. 

This  being  the  last  letter  I  shall  trouble  your  Gi-ace  with  by 
this  conveyance  (lus  Majesty's  ship  Buffalo,  to  the  Cape  for  more 
cattle),  and  having  this  moment  received  the  surjion's  return  of 
births  and  deaths,  and  a  state  of  the  hospital*  during  the  last 
twelve  months,  I  inclose  them,  and  beg  to  refer  your  Grace  to  Mr. 
Bal main's  letter  to  me  relative  to  hospital  stores  and  more  medical 
assistance.  I  have,  <Src., 

Jno.  Huntek. 
[Enclosure.] 

An  Account  of  Live  Stock  and  Ground  in  Cultivation  in  his 
Majesty's  Settlement  in  New  South  Wales,  in  August,  1799. 
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0B8BRVATI0X8. — Weak  in  field  labor,  owing  to  the  various  detachments  of  artificers  and 
labourers  employed  in  many  essentially  requisite  public  works. 

There  are  large  tracts  of  garden-ground,  in  which  are  contained,  in  the  agsn^^^atc, 
many  acres  of  potatoes.  Much  land  on  which  the  heavy  timber  is  fallen,  but  not  yet  burnt 
off  and  prepanMl  for  cultivation.  j     -rj- 

Mr.  John  Thomson  to  Captain  Schanck. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
Dear  Sir,  8th  September,  1799. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  inclosing  a  letter  for  Mr.  Grant,  t 
which  it  will  add  to  other  obligations  if  you  would  be  so  good  as 
transmit  to  where  he  is. 

*  This  is  the  same  return  as  that  enclosed  in  Balmain  to  Hunter,  29th  August,  1790,  ante, 
p.  710. 

t  Doubtless  Lieutenant  James  Grant,  commander  of  the  Lady  Kelson.  The  letter  Is 
missing. 
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service  of  this  colony.     The  return  of  the  Reliance  will  leave       1799 
room  for  a  second  commander  to  the  Buffalo,  which  I  earnestly     15  ^ajr. 
hope  their  Lordships  will  condescend  to  permit  my  filling  up  with 
Lieut.  William  Kent,  late  commanding  the  Supply,  and  senior  Kent  to  Ue 
lieut.  upon  this  service,  an  officer  respecting  whose  merits,  long  J^[I,^j 
services,  and  zeal  for  tlie  concerns  of  this  settlement,  I  took  the 
liberty  of  mentioning  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  18th  August, 
1797,  in  order  to  its  being  laid  before  their  Lordships. 

T  confess,  sir,  that  altho'  from  the  immense  distance  of  this  a  question 
remote  colony  from  Europe  there  may  be  but  little  probability  of  denee!^* 
any  naval  officer  amving  here  of  senior  standing  upon  the  list  to 
me^  yet  I  beg  you  will  do  mo  the  favor  to  express  my  concern  to 
their  Lordships  that  any  difficulty  shou'd  have  been  found  when 
I  had  the  honor  of  being  nam'd  by  his  Majesty  for  this  com- 
mand in  altering  the  establishment  of  the  Reliance.  I  was  thro' 
that  difficulty  obliged  to  submit  to  a  temporary  reduction  of  my 
naval  rank,  and  to  receive  my  naval  Commission  as  first  com- 
mander of  that  ship.  I,  however,  trust  that  their  Lordships  will 
see  that  by  allowing  my  proper  rank  to  take  place  in  the  Buffalo 
it  need  not  occasion  a  change  in  that  of  any  other  officer,  the 
second  in  command  being  still  a  commander,  nor  will  it  be  any 
material  increase  of  expence  to  the  service.  It  might  be  attended 
with  this  advantage — that  it  would  effectually  prevent  any  inter- 
ference with  my  naval  authority  shou'd  a  junior  post-captain  ever 
enter  this  port. 

Their  Lordships  will,  I  trust,  pardon  me  for  taking  the  liberty  to  Slow  promo- 
observe  how  extremely  melancholy  and  discouraging  this  situation  offlcere."*^** 
must  be  to  the  naval  officers  employed  here,  who  may  have  the  mis- 
fortune to  continue  to  serve  for  so  great  a  length  of  time  in  this 
country  without  that  chance  of  advancement  which  an  employ- 
ment nearer  home  might  offer.  I  cannot  help  feeling,  as  a  pix)- 
fessional  man,  for  those  naval  officers  serving  under  my  orders. 
They  frequently  learn  of  promotions  amongst  their  acquaintances 
at  home  who  were,  many  of  them,  not  in  the  service  when  som(> 
of  those  serving  here  were  capable  of  taking  charge  of  a  ship, 
and  the  additional  mortification  of  observing  rapid  promotions 
amongst  the  military  serving  in  this  country,  whose  duty  in  point 
of  severity  cannot  be  compared  with  the  sea  officer. 

I  shall  continue  to  hope  that,  altho'  serving  at  so  great  a  distance,  suiier- 
their  Lordships  will  consider  them  not  the  less  meritorious.  Before  y",."the^^*'' 
laeut.  Kent  shall  sail  from  hence  I  shall  direct  him  to  take  on  Cape. 
board  the  Buffalo  a  certain  number  of  supemumerarys  of  a  descnp- 
tion  which  may  be  found  of  use  to  his  Majesty's  ships  at  the  Cape. 
This  measure  I  hope  their  Lordships  will  approve,  as  I  can  have 
no  object  in  view  ])ut  the  forwarding  to  the  utmost  of  my  power 
his  Majesty's  service.  I  have,  &c., 

Jno.  Hunter. 
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1790      has  seen  it  aays  Mr.  Nepean  has  got  a  small  table  of  that  wood,  and 

8  Sept.     ^s  extremely  beautiful.     I  shall  send  them  by  OaptaiQ  Waterhoaae. 

Be  so  good  as  give  my  respectful  acknowledgements  to  the  Judge, 

and  assure  him  of  my  remembranoe  of  his  favors.     It  will  give  me 

much  happiness  to  hear  from  you,  if  you  can  spare  a  few  minutes 

from  the  great  press  of  public  business  which  you  are  engaged  in. 

Make  my  compliments,  &c.  Jno.  Thomson. 

This  goes  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  per  H.M.S.  Buffalo. 


LlBUTBNANT-GOYERNOR   KiNG   TO   SiR  JoSEPH    BaKKS. 

(Banks  Papers.) 

17  Sept.        Dear  Sir,  Porpoise,  Spithead,  17th  September,  1799. 

Departure  of  I  make  no  doubt  but  the  receipt  of  this  from  me  in  an 

Porpoise.  English  port  will  surprize  you  not  a  littla  We  thought  ourselves 
compensated  for  the  long  and  ruinous  detention  we  had  escaped, 
by  the  favorable  wind  that  carried  us  out  of  the  Channel  and  into 
the  Bay,  where  a  strong  gale  of  wind  came  on,  previous  to  which 
Accident  to  our  tiller  was  carried  away,  and  the  head  and  main  piece  of  the 
Uierteering  rQc[(jer  sprung  in  so  dangerous  a  manner  as  to  occasion  us  to  appre- 
hend its  going  entirely  before  the  gale  subsided,  whicli  providen- 
tially did  not  happen.  As  soon  as  we  could  have  any  intercourse 
with  the  Admiral,  and  the  danger  of  the  defect  was  confirmed  by  his 
carpenter,  we  were  ordered  to  the  first  port  in  England.  After 
what  has  happened,  I  need  not  point  out  to  you  that  while  the 
Porpoise  retains  her  present  shape  and  length  she  is  much  fitter 
to  be  placed  on  your  canal  than  to  go  outside  a  port.  She  is  now 
sufficiently  stiff,  and  does  much  better  than  could  have  been  ex- 
The  cause  of  pected  by  the  alterations  she  has  undergone;  but,  unfortunately, 
thi' accident,  ^j^^  ^^^^  means  to  obtain  this  partial  advantage  has  been  the  cause 
of  the  rudder  being  carried  away  from  its  unnatural  projection,  on 
which  the  body  of  receding  water  acts  on  it  with  such  an  increased 
perpendicular  violence,  instead  of  coming  to  it  obliquely,  that 
nothing  can  withstand  it;  and  if  they  persevere  in  giving  her  a 
rudder  of  greater  dimensions,  iron-strapped,  iron  tiller,  &a,  still 
I  fear  the  stempost  or  gudgeons  must  necessarily  go.  I  have 
written  very  fully,  and  I  fear  too  freely,  on  the  subject  to  Sir 
Andrew  Hamond,  whose  answer,  as  well  as  the  results  of  the 
Board's  deliberations  on  the  master's  representations,  I  shall 
inform  you  of. 
The  plants.  The  garden  is  in  most  excellent  order,  not  a  plant  drooping 
among  them.  The  hops  were  cut  down.  After  these  many  un- 
toward circumstances,  God  alone  knows  when  they  will  get  to 
their  destination.  I  hope  my  best  wishes  for  your  health  and 
family's  will  be  acceptable.  I  am,  d^c, 

Phillip  Gidlby  King. 
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LIEUTEXANT-GOVERNOR   KiNG   TO    8lR  JoSEPU    BaNKS.  1799 

(Banks  Papers. )  .>2  aujj. 

»Sir,  Ryde,  Isle  of  Wight,  22nd  August,  1799. 

01)serving  an  advertisement  in  the  papers  for  a  meeting  in 
Lineohishire  to  which  your  name  was  subscribed,  I  fear  this  will 
not  reach  you  in  London,  but  have  hazarded  it ;  and  altho'  it  is 
not  certsiin  whether  wo  shall  remain  here  until  I  can  receive  your 
answer,  yet  I  think  it  may  l)e  attempted  if  you  should  see  any- 
thing in  it  worth  a  reply.     As  my  cuj)  of  disappointment  and  KinK 
anxiety  is  so  compleatly  overflowed  by  this  long  detention,  I  shall  SinE  of  iiis 
not  trouble  you  with  a  recital  of  my  feelings  on  that  occasion,  disappoint- 
which  has  occasioned  inconveniences  of  the  most  serious  kind  to 
me  and  my  family,  but  I  trust,  if  my  life  is  spared,  that  ceconomy 
will  enable  me  to  get  on  my  legs  again. 

I  am  hopeful  that  from  the  circumstances  of  the  day  our  de-  The 
parture  will  not  be  put  oft'  much  longer.   As  it  is,  we  must  expect  Semrturc*' 
Imd  weather  on  the  coast  of  New  Holland,  which  will  not  be  veiy 
ftivorable  to  a  vessell  of  the  Porpoise's  construction. 

The  garden  continues  in  a  very  favorable  way,  and  if  it  escapes  state  of  the 
being  damaged  by  the  continual  warm  weather  we  must  have  for  v*^^^* 
these  five  months  to  come,  I  am  hopeful  it  will  withstand  any 
check  in  the  latter  part  of  the  voyage.     Some  few  of  the  herbs 
are  dead,  but  they  shall  he  replaced  l>efore  we  go  from  hence. 
The  carob  seeds  are  come  up  and  doing  very  well,  and  I  sincerely 
hope  that  I  shall  be  able  to  ccmgratulate  you  on  the  wliole  suc- 
ceeding and  being  safe  deposited  in  N.  8.  Wales,  which   I  am 
certain  will  be  among  the  most  pleasing  news  you  can  receive 
from  that  colony.      As  J  have  heard  nothing  respecting  the  Lady  The  Lady 
Nelscm,  I  am  apprehensive  that  it  has  not  been  convenient  to  got  N*^^^"* 
that  ves.sel  forwarded.     In  aise  she  cannot  be  got  ready  before  the 
middle  of  next  month,  I  am  apprehensive  the  weather  she  would 
meet  with  between  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  New  Holland 
would  make  it  an  unsafe  passage  for  a  vessell  of  that  description  ; 
later  than  all  next  month  she  certainly  ought  not  to  be  sent. 

You  will  rtjcollect,  sir,  that  in  my  different  letters  to  you  from  cotton- 
the  other  hemisphere  I  have  observed  the  probability  of  cotton  jjjjjjjj^*' 
IxKJoming  a  probable  object  of  attention.     Not  being  possessed  of  isiaiKi. 
any  information  respecting  the  culture  of  that  shrub,  the  trials  that 
I  made  of  it  on  N.  I.  were  by  no  means  satisfactory.     Although 
the  seeds  that  were  sowed  did  extreemly  well,  and  much  cotton 
was  produced,  still  the  ignorance  we  laboured  under  respecting  its 
culture  prevented  any  other  exertions  than  barely   ascertaining 
that  it  would  grow  extreemly  well. 

^  ^  ^  Infontmtion 

Since  my  residence  here  I  have  l>ecome  acquainted  with  a  very  'rom  a  Weut 
worthy  man  (Mr.  Wall,  collector,  of  the  Bahamas,  whither  he  is  pUnter. 
VOL.  Ill — 2  Y 
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H.M..S. 
Porpoise. 


KiiiK'8 
opiiiion  of 
her  Hailinff 
C|ualitic9. 


Position  of 
tho  ship  at 
the  time  of 
the  accident. 


The  cause  of 
Uie  accident. 


out  SO  badly,  I  hope  you  will  excuse  my  troubling  you  with  this 
recital  after  having  already  enumerated  it  to  you  verbally.  I 
cannot  close  this  letter  without  sapng  how  much  Mr.  Scott  has 
exerted  himself  in  his  attention  to  the  ship,  and  no  man,  I  am 
convinced,  feels  more  than  he  does  on  the  disagreeable  cause  of 
our  return.  I  am,  <kc., 

P.  G.  K. 
[Enclosure.] 

Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Sir  A.  Hamond. 

Sir,  Porpoise,  Spithead,  18th  September,  1799. 

I  am  much  concerned  that  the  great  injury  the  Porpoise's 
rudder  has  i<eceived  has  made  her  return  to  £ngland  necessary, 
from  whence  I  hoped  we  had  taken  our  final  departure.  As  the 
ship,  from  Mr.  Scott's  account,  as  well  as  every  other  person  in 
her  when  coming  from  the  Downs  to  Poi-tsmouth,  appeared  much 
advantaged  by  the  alterations  she  had  undergone,  and  altho'  she 
steered  indifferently,  yet  her  being  sufficiently  stiff  and  sailing 
not  worse  than  ten  of  the  heaviest  sailing  vessels  out  of  two 
hundred  sail,  sufficiently  reconciled  me  to  her,  until  the  accident 
happened  to  the  tiller  and  rudder. 

From  the  indulgence  with  which  you  have  attended  to  my 
former  representations,  and  the  great  desire  shewn  by  the  Board* 
to  remedy  the  former  defects,  I  am  induced  to  submit  my 
respectful  opinion  on  the  present  circumstance,  which  I  trust 
will  not  be  deemed  premature  or  assuming,  as  I  have  no  other 
motive  than  the  welfare  of  his  Majesty's  service  and  the  anxious 
wish  that  the  ship  designed  for  the  use  of  the  colony  in  New 
South  Wales  may  render  it  service. 

When  this  misfortune  attended  the  tiller  and  rudder  the  ship 
was  under  her  close-reefed  topsails  and  lower  staysails;  the  courses 
were  hauled  up,  to  let  the  Admiral  get  ahead,  having  just  wore, 
consequently  there  was  no  great  wind  or  high  swell  (but  three 
hours  after  a  heavy  gale  came  on  and  high  sea,  in  wliich  the  ship 
did  extremely  well  lying  to).  From  this  circumstance  I  judge 
that  the  tiller  and  rudder  did  not  receive  the  injury  from  any 
sudden  shock ;  but  the  effect  of  the  great  force  and  weight  of 
water  on  the  projected  rudder,  which,  as  the  wind  and  sea  got 
up,  it  was  no  longer  able  to  resist,  until  something  gave  way,  and 
the  tiller  being  a  very  good  one  and  secured  with  iron  braces  to 
the  rudder-head  strikes  me  as  a  farther  proof  that  the  cause 
originated  in  the  uncommon  weight  thrown  on  the  rudder,  occa- 
sioned in  my  opinion  by  the  ship's  wanting  length  and  having  so 
little  run,  which  causes  the  sea  to  strike  the  projected  rudder 
with  such  an  increased  perpendicular  violence,  instead  of  acting^ 
on  it  obliquely,  that  I  fear  no  common  rudder  or  tiller  can  with- 

The  Nav3'  Board,  of  which  Sir  Andrew  Hamond  WM  Comptroller. 
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The  Missionaries  to  the  Directors  op  Society,  London.*         vm 

Parramatta,  New  South  Wales,  25th  August,  1799.         25  Aug. 

Fathers,  Brothers,  and  Fellow-labourers  in  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ, — 

His  Majesty's  ship  the  Buffalo,  Capt  Kent,  being  on  the  eve  of 
sailing  from  the  colony  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  we  embrace 
the  opportunity  of  confirming  our  letter  to  you  of  the  1st  Septem- 
ber,  1798,  by  the  Barwell,  duplicates  of  which  we  forwarded  Letttra  by 
the  beginning  of  December  following,  in  the  Cornwallis,  by  way  and  com- 
cf  Calcutta,  in  which  we  informed  you  of  the  circumstances  which  ^'^''''* 
occasioned  our  removal  from  Otaheite  to  this  colony,  and  the 
prospect  which  presented  itself  to  us  of  our  being  made  useful 
in  the  Ministry  of  the  Word  here,  since  which  our  views  have  been 
beclouded,  our  expectations  not  so  sanguine,  the  exercises  of  our 
minds  various  with  respect  to  the  path  of  duty,  whether  we  should 
persevere  or  not,  as  the  belief  of  our  hearts  at  times  was  ready  to 
suggest  that  the  difficulties  we  had  to  encounter  were  insurmount- 
able— indeed,  they  are  such  to  an  arm  of  flesh — for  here  we  have 
to  contend  with  the  depravity  and  corruptions  of  the  human  heart,  ^te  of 
heightened  and  confirmed  in  all  its  vicious  habits  by  long  and  sj^noy.*^ 
repeated  indulgences  of  inbred  corruption,  each  one  following  the 
bent  of  his  own  corrupt  mind,  and  countenancing  his  neighbour  in 
the  pursuit  of  sensual  gratifications.     Here  iniquity  abounds,  and 
those  outward  gross  sins  which  in  Europe  could  render  a  person 
contemptible  in  the  public  eye,  and  obnoxious  to  the  civil  law,  are 
become  fashionable  and  familiar.      Adultery,   fornication,   theft,  AGodie«j 
drunkenness,  extortion,  violence,  and  uncleanness  of  every  kind,  the 
n,  natural  concomitants  of  Deism  and  infidelity,  which  have  boldly 
to*  thrown  off  the  mask,  and  stalk  thro'  the  colony  in  the  open  face  of 
the  sun,  so  that  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  hear  a  person  say, 
*'  When  I  was  a  Christian,  I  thought  so  and  so."     But  our  dis- 
couragements arise,  not  so  much  from  those  things  in  themselves, 
«s  from  their  pernicious  influence,  which  tends  to  confirm  and 
strengthen  the  natural  prejudices  of  the  mind  against  the  doctrines 
of  the  Gospel,  which  are  a  sovereign  remedy  for  all  those  deadly 
desires ;  but,  alas,  they  will  not  come  into  the  Light,  lest  their 
evil  deeds  should  be  reproved.     This  case  may  be  justly  compared 
to  that  of  a  person  in  the  height  of  a  fever,  deprived  of  his  reason, 
who  refuses  to  have  the  means  prescribed  for  his  recovery,  and  to 
this  cause  we  may  ascribe  (in  a  certain  sense;  the  little  success  the  iii-Ruocesa  of 
labours  of  our  brethern  in  the  establishment  here  for  these  several  Mareden.*"*^ 
jrears  past,  sensible,  however,  that  the  choicest  means  will    l)e 
ineffectual  without  the  gi^acious  concurrence  of  the  Holy  Spint. 

*  On  the  30ih  March,  1798,  the  missionaries  stationed  at  Otaheite  (now  Tahiti)  left  the 
Uland  in  the  Nautilus,  a  trarlinfi:  vessel,  and  landed  at  Port  Jackson.  They  comprised  eleven 
men,  four  women,  and  four  children,  and  fled  the  island  in  consequence  of  the  violence  of 
tbe  natives.  -London  Missionary  Society  MSS. 
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1799  "  In  answer  to  which  Mr.  Nepean  informed  me  that  their  Lord- 

26  Sept.    ships  had  directed  the  old  Porpoise  to  be  otherways  disposed  of, 
and  another  ship  to  be  purchased  in  her  stead." 


Lieutenant-Governor  Kino  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

lOct.  My  Lord,  London,  1st  October,  1799. 

A  personal  With  much  reluctance  I  feel  myself  necessitated  to  address 

mA^^r,  your  Grace  on  a  subject,  trusting  that  your  Grace's  knowledge 
of  the  peculiarity  of  my  situation  will  plead  an  excuse  for  thus 
trespassing  on  your  more  important  time  and  patience. 

d*Sit*     in      ^^  ^^  ^^^  TiesLT  two   years  and  a  half  since  I  returned  to 

England.      England,  soon  after  which  my  return  to  New  South  Wales  was 

determined  on,  and  the  Porpoise  was  |K)inted  out  as  the  ship  in 

which  I  was  to  take  my  passage.      That  ship  was  launched  in 

May,  1798,  from  which  time  till  the  present  moment  I  have  been 

obliged  to  keep  myself  and  family  in  a  constant  readiness  to 

embark,  which  did  not  take  place  till  the  5th  ultimo,  when  we 

sailed,  but  were  obliged  to  put  back  by  the  ship  being  onoe  more 

disabled,  which  she  bad  been  twice  before.  Exclusive  of  the  lieavy 

Expenses      expences  I  incurred  by  these  uncommon  detentions,  by  keeping 

iSe'^'b*^       my  family  in  lodgings  and  finding  my  stores  to  the  amount  of 

£150  damaged  and  destroyed,  I  had  the  mortification  previous  to 

sailing  to  find  a  great  part  of  the  things  I  could  get  at,  which  had 

been  on  board  fifteen  months,  were  quite  spoiled,  nor  is  it  known 

to  what  extent  my  stores  which  are  in  the  hold  have  suffered. 

The  savings       As  the  whole  of  my  property,  amounting  to  ^1,200,  the  savings 

years.  out  of  my  pay  during  the  nine  years  I  commanded  on  Norfolk 

Island,  was  expended  in  my  expences  and  providing  myself  and 

family  with  cloathing  and  necessaries  for  my  future  residence  in 

N.S.  Wales  by  the  1st  August,  1798,  when  it  was  reasonable  to 

suppose  the  ship  would  have  sailed,  I  have  been  obliged  since 

that  period  to  subsist  my  family  and  procuring  some  necessary 

Anticipating  articles  by  anticipating  my  future  income  to  the  amount  of  £157 

bis  noome.   ^  ^^^  ^-^^^  ^£  ^^^  sailing,  in  addition  to  which  I  must  now 

necessarily  replace  those  things  I  have  lost  by  the  ship's  detention, 
as  well  as  my  sea  stock.  Had  I  no  one  to  provide  for  but  myself, 
or  if  I  had  any  expectancy,  I  should  not  have  troubled  your  Grace 
with  this  detail ;  but  having  a  large  family,  and  being  thoroughly 
sensible  of  your  Grace's  humanity  and  benevolence,  I  respectfuUy 
Asks  for  con-  submit  my  situation  to  your  Grace's  consideration,  and  hope  I 
sidoration.     ^.£j|  j^^^  j^g  thought  presuming  in  my  humble  request  of  such  a 

remuneration  as  your  Grace  may  judge  proper,  which  will  add  to 
the  great  obligation  already  conferred  on,  my  Lord  Duke,  your 
Grace's,  &c.,  P.  G.  Kuro. 
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colony  has  been  such  as  may  Ije  said  to  adorn  his  profession  (the       1799 
writers  wish  they  could  say  the  same  of  all  the  other  brethern     26  Aug. 
who  came  into  the  colony  with  him).     His  doath  is  regretted  by 
«i11  who  knew  him.     The  Governor  and  several  officers  followed 
his  corpse  to  the  grave,  as  a  testimony  of  their  respect.     A  tomb 
is  about  to  be  erected  over  him. 


G.  SuTTOR  TO  Sir  Joseph  Banks.     (Banks  Papers.) 

Sir,  H.M.S.  Porpoise,  Spithead,  25th  August,  1799. 

I  take  the  lil>orty  of  once  more  writing  before  I   leave  Condition  of 
England,  and  informing  you  of  the  state  of  the  gardens.  on^E!?"*** 

All  the  vines  are  in  a  healthy  state,  and  I  have  no  doubt  Porpoise. 
but  that  they  will  continue  so.  The  hops  have  the  same  healthy 
appearence,  therefore  hope  to  be  as  successful  with  them.  We 
have  three  olives  and  caribbs  doing  exceeding  well,  and  two  tea 
plants  are  yet  alive.  Lemon  grass  and  camphor  thrive  well.  The 
apples,  pears,  mulberrys,  walnuts,  chessnuts,  filberts,  quinces,  pruent 
plums,  oakes,  and  willows  are  all  in  a  flourishing  state.  Some  of 
the  peaches  have  blighted,  but  others  are  in  a  healthy  state.  The 
ginger  that  was  sent  down  I  am  afliaid  will  not  succeed.  The  herbs 
Lave  been  the  chief  sufferers  by  our  long  delay,  but  what  is  bad  of 
them  Govr.  King  designs  replacing. 

We  have  now  strong  hopes  of  sailing  towards  the  end  of  this 

week.     It  would  give  me  great  pleasure  if,  before  I  quit  England, 

Sir  Joseph  Banks  will  favour  me  with  a  line  to  acquaint  me  with 

,tbe  state  of  his  and  I^ady  Banks's  health,  also  of  that  of  Mr.  and 

[Mrs.  Anfriere  and  Mrs.  Banks,  who  all,  I  hope,  enjoy  health  and 

less.  I  am,  ic, 

G.     SUTTOR. 

Surgeon  Balmain  to  Governor  Hunter. 

General  Hospital  at  Sydney, 

Sir,  29th  August,  1799.         29Aujr. 

The  inclosed  is  the  state  of  the  sick  and  hurt  for  the  last  Births  and 
twelve  months,  which  also  contains  an  account  of  all  the  births     °'  *' 
and  deaths  that  come  within  our  observation,  for  it  sometimes 
happens   that   children   are   born   and    people   die   without   our 
receiving  any  information  of  it. 

Permit  me  to  take  this  opportunity  of  requesting  that  you  will  Hospital  re- 
T>e  pleased  to  repeat  your  application  for  the  supply  of  our  wants  ^i"*"^™*^"**- 
M  the  hospital,  and  also  to  remind  the  Minister  how  requisite  it 
is  that  the  number  of  medical  assistants  should  be  augmented. 

Your  Excellency  will  remember  that  some  of  our  demands  are 
of  two  years  standing,  and  I  am  persuaded  you  feel  to  see  us  so 
much  in  want  of  every  necessary.  I  have,  &c., 

W.  Balmain. 
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The  Rev.  William  Henry  to  The  London  Missionary  17W 

Society.*  29  au?. 

[Extracts.] 
Parramatia,  New  South  Wales,  29th  August,  i  799. 
The  mention  of  New  South  Wales  in  the  above  date  will  not,  I 
presume,  startle  or  surprize  you,  as  I  suppose  our  letters  by  the  ©b^^^i?*^^ 
Barwell,  East  Indiaman,  shall  have  reached  you  before  this.     Per-  ttons. 
Buaded  of  this,  I  shall  omit  mentioning  the  circumstances  which 
occasioned  our  departure  from  Otaheite  to  this  place,  as  those 
have  been  briefly  stated  in  them,  but  I  shall  give  you  a  brief  and 
candid  detail  of  the  interesting  particulars  that  have  since  occurred 
nntil  the  present  time,  and  what  are  now,  and  have  been  ever 
since,  as  our  wishes,  desires,  and  intentions,  as  also  my  sincere 
sentiments  conseming  the  disagreable  affairs  of  our  departure  from 
the  above  place,  together  with  my  sentiments  concerning  the  most 
likely  means  of  accomplishing  the  great  object  of  the  mission  at 
Otaheite  and  neighbouring  islands. 

And  now  permit  me  first,  though  breaking  order  in  this  relation, 
to  mention  a  most  melancholy  and  shocking  affair  which  hapj^ened  JJ^^™?^ 
here  to  us  of  late,  namely,  the  barbarous,  bloody,  and  cruel  murder  at  Sydney. 
of  our  Brother  Clode  by  an  Irishman,  an  old  schoolfellow  of  his 
own,  with  his  wife  and  another  accomplice.  The  murder  was  com- 
mitted on  the  evening  of  the  3rd  of  July  last,  in  the  house  of 
the  assassine,  whose  name  was  Jones,  which  stood  in  a  suburb  of 
the  town  of  Sydney  called  the  Brick  Fields,  within  a  few  yards 
of  the  main  road.  There  had  not  been  the  least  variance  between 
Mr.  Clode  and  either  of  the  assassines,  but,  on  the  contrary,  they 
vied  almost  ever  since  he  first  came  to  the  colony  in  acts  of 
Iship  with  each  other,  and  he  had,  according  to  their  own 
don,  been  the  means  of  saving  boath  the  life  of  Jones  and 
wife,  by  his  attention  and  medical  assistance  when  they  were 
>th  dangerously  ill.  That  for  which  they  murdered  him  was  a 
little  more  than  thirty  pounds  sterling,  which  Jones  had  been  owing  JriJ^'[niSl**^^ 
him  for  some  property  he  let  him  have  on  credit,  and  which  sum 
he  was  to  have  received  from  him  the  evening  of  the  murder  ;  but 
upon  calling  for  it,  Jones  and  the  other  two  before  mentioned  paid 
him  by  barbarously  and  unhumanly  taking  his  life. 

4t  4c  ^  4c  ♦  4c  4c 

The  town  being  soon  alarmed,  numbers  of  people,  officers  and 
others,  with  the  Governor,  were  soon  assembled  at  the  place ;  and 
blood  being  traced  from  the  pit  where  the  body  was  found  to 
Jones's  door,  and  upon  examination  found  in  several  parts  of  the 
house,  and  an  ax  in  a  chest,  which  had  been  newly  washed  and 
not  quite  dry,  with  the  signs  of  blood,  brains,  and  some  human 
hair  upon  it,  Jones  and  his  wife,  with  the  other  assassine,  were  Their  arrest 
sent  to  prison,  and  the  next  day,  by  order  of  his  Excellency  the 
Governor,  were  tried  by  a  Criminal  Court,  and  three  of  them 

*  Copies  from  original  MSS.  in  posseflsion  of  the  London  Missionary  Society. 
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seoot. 


Arrival  of 
Judge- 
Advocate 
Dore. 


A  convict 
attorney. 


He  in- 
iqratiates 
himself  with 
the  c«>tain 
and  omcers, 


and  is 

pardoned  by 
Hunter. 


South  Sea  whalers,  which  have  made  the  place  all  alive,  and  the 
necessaries  of  life  are  now  become  tolerable  raasonable,  nor  is  there 
much  danger  of  their  ever  being  so  scarce  again. 

The  arrival  of  a  Judge- Advocate  -in  this  colony  has  given  uni- 
versal satisfaction  to  all  ranks  and  descriptions  of  people.  By 
what  I  can  learn,  that  appointment  has  been  heretofore  very 
unequally  filled;  and  a  professional  gentleman  was  much  wanted: 
perhaps  ability  has  yielded  to  the  mens  sihi  conscia  recti,  and  in 
that  case,  one  would  make  the  most  liberal  allowance.  Mr.  Dore, 
who  now  fills  the  office,  I  have  no  other  knowledge  of  than  seeing 
him  occasionally  in  the  cabin  on  our  passage  ;  but  I  can  venture 
to  assert  that,  whilst  the  qualities  of  the  gentleman  and  the 
scholar  are  held  in  estimation,  the  present  Judge- Advocate  will 
be  respected  and  admired. 

Mr.  Robinson,  the  attorney,  whose  memorable  attack  upon  Mr. 
Oldham  produced  so  memorable  a  prosecution  against  him,  came 
also  in  the  Barwell;  and  from  the  superiority  of  his  manners 
and  behaviour,  ingratiated  himself  so  happily  with  the  captain 
and  officers  as  to  be  allowed  a  situation  entirely  remote  and 
detached  from  the  convicts,  where,  in  a  mess  composed  of  some 
passengers,  the  boatswain,  gunner,  and  steward,  he  was  indulged 
every  day  with  a  bottle  of  wine  and  a  cover  from  the  captain's  table. 

I  rather  think  that  he  had  been  particularly  zealous  in  favour 
of  the  ship,  and  in  the  interests  of  the  officers,  when  the  mutiny 
(which  doubtless  you  have  heard  of)  broke  out,  soon  after  the 
Barwell  left  the  Cape  ;  but  what  Mr.  Robinson  has  most  to  boast 
of  is  the  fortunate  event  of  Mr.  Dore  having  taken  notice  of  him 
at  an  early  period  of  tlie  passage ;  and  I  cannot  say  but  it  gave 
me  some  pleasure  when  I  understood  that  so  soon  as  the  Judge- 
Advocate  opened  his  Commission  he  appointed  Mr.  Robinson 
(under  the  Governor's  sanction)  his  secretary  and  chief  clerk, 
which  very  lucrative  and  distinguished  situation  he  immediately 
held  and  now  holds,  with  every  prospect  of  affluence  and  happi- 
ness.. But  this  was  not  all:  through  the  same  benevolent  channel, 
his  Excellency  was  induced  to  give  Mr.  Robinson  his  pardon  on 
the  8th  of  June  last,  when  he  had  scarcely  been  a  fortnight  in  the 
colony  ;  and  he  that  a  few  months  since  called  himself  a  victim 
to  the  severity  of  offended  law  is  now  the  elevated  object  of  his 
country's  clemency. 


28  Oct 

Rum  from 
the  East 
Indies. 


East  India  Company  to  The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dukdas. 

Sh-,  East  India  House,  28th  October,  1799. 

We  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  23rd  instant, 
enclosing  one  from  the  Duke  of  Portland,  relative  to  the  importa- 
tion of  spirits  into  the  settlement  at  New  South  Wales  from  the 
East  Indies ;  and  we  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  measures 
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In  the  beginning  of  August,  1798,  Mr.  Cover  and  the  writer      17W 
))egan  to  preach  in  this  colony  in  different  places  in  the  country,     29  Aug. 
about  the  town  of  Parramatta,  in  some  of-  which  there  were  pro-  „    ~rr  ^ 
mising  appearances  at  first,  but  the  people  soon  getting  tired  of  Parranmtta 
coming  to  hear  obliged  us  to  relinquish  several  of  them.    However, 
at  one  of  those  places  we  have  continued  to  preach  constantly  ever 
since  to  the  few  who  usually  attend.     It  is  about  five  or  six  miles 
from  Parramatta,  called  Kissing  Point,  where  there  are  a  good  and  at 
number  of  settlers  andothers.  The  first  Sabbath  we  preached  at  this  p^"^"^' 
place  (which  was  the  26th  August  of  '98)  a  considerable  number 
of  people  attended,  so  that  the  barn  we  had  for  a  chapel  was  pretty 
well  filled^  and  some  individuals  seemed  somewhat  affected  under 
the  sermon,  which  was  preached  by  the  writer ;  the  text  was  the 
38  verse  of  the  13  of  Acts,     "Be  it  known  unto  you,  therefore, 
kc"     The  people  after  service  were  expressing  desires  to  have 
service  twice  on  the  Sabbath  for  the  future  ;  but  this  we  thought 
propper  to  decline,  having  other  places  to  attend,  and  also  fearing 
they  would  tire  but  too  soon  of  once  on  the  Sabbath,  and  so 
waited  to  see  how  they  would  attend  ;  and  to  our  discouragement  congrcga- 
we  soon  found  what  we  feared  to  be  the  case,  and  we  have  never  din"rni8hinir 
had  such  a  congregation  there  since — nay,  on  the  contrary,  we  have 
several  times  had  scarcely  a  dozen  people  to  preach  to.     However, 
some  of  thetn  who  attended  at  first  have  ever  since  attended,  and 
two  or  three  of  them  who  seemed  at  first  to  be  brought  under 
some  good  concern  to  still  promise  well,  are  considerably  informed 
in  their  judgments,  and  much  reformed  in  their  lives  and  con- 
versation.    They  have  begun  of  late  to  attend  something  better 
kere,  and  have  requested  mc  to  continue  longer  to  preach  amongst 

tBm,  and  am  now  building  a  house  for  the  purpose  of  a  school  and  Building  a 
apel.     They  are  allowed  a  schoolmaster  by  their  Excellency  the  SJil^V*"** 
Governor,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  him  whom  they  are  now 
about  to  have  for  one  is,  I  believe,  a  real  convert.      He  is  an 
Irishman  named  MattV  Hews,  and  before  his  transportation  from 
Ireland  was  a  corporal  in  the  militia,  but  was  convicted  in  con-  a  converted 
sequence  of  some  soldiers  who  were  under  his  charge  (who  are  now  soldier. 
here  with  him)  killing  some  persons  in  a  skirmish.     He  used  to 
attend  preaching  among  Mr.  Wesley's  people  in  Ireland.     When 
we  came  to  the  colony  he  was  exceedingly  glad,  and  soon  endea- 
voured to  get  acquainted  with  us,  and  seemed  to  be  then  under  some 

serious  impressions. 

******* 

In  October,  Mr.  Cover  commenced  a  Sabbath  evening  lecture  Sunday 
in  the  town  of  Parramatta,   there  being  no  other  time  in  the  feifturel 
Sabbath  but  what  must  interfere  with  the  church  times  of  service, 
which  are  mornings  and  afternoons.     About  the  same  time  we 
began  to  preach  in  a  settlement,  or  rather  town,  called  Toongabbee, 
where  there  is  a  gi'cat  number  of  persons,  but  were  obliged  soon  to 


730  HISTORICAL   RECORDS  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

1799       covered  with  150  and  200  acres  of  wheat,  just  coming  into  ear. 
31  Oct.      "^hey  grow  great  quantities  of  Indian  com,  pease,  beans,  cabbages, 

and  vegetables  of  all  kinds ;  fruit-trees,  though  in  their  in&mt 

state,  flourish  and  bear  plentifully. 
The  lost  The  strayed  cattle,  of  which  no  doubt  you  have  heard,  are  now 

separated  into  three  herds,  and  were  about  230  in  number  when 

last  seen.     They  are  of  an  uncommon  size,  and  very  fierce.     An 

old  horse,  which  in  England  would  be  valued  at  £5  for  dog's  meat, 

sells  here  for  100  guineas. 
Coal,  rock-        Since  the  last  accounts  have  been  sent  home  they  have  discovered 
mArbia        AH  abundance  of  coals  and  rocksalt,  also  some  marble.     The  coast 

abounds  with  freestone. 
Black  swans.      A  few  days  since  I  chased  a  flock  of  black  swans  (you  may  smile, 

but  it  is  an  absolute  fact)  above  15  miles  down  the  river,  but  oould 

not  get  a  shot  at  them,  they  are  so  very  shy. 
••A  pjcaaant,      The  Governor  is  a  pleasant,  sensible  old  man.     A  number  of 

BdisiblG  old 

man."  missionaries,  who  were  sent  to  the  Sandwich  and  other  Pacific 

Islands,  arrived  here  a  few  months  since.  One  of  them  holds 
forth  at  this  place,  and  gains  by  far  a  greater  congregation  than 
either  of  the  ordained. 

THhie  Scotch  J  have  seen  Palmer  and  Margarott,  but  have  never  been  in 
either  of  their  companies.  Gerald  and  Skirving  are  both  gone,  it 
is  to  be  hoped  to  a  better  place.  Margarott  is  in  general  liked, 
as  a  quiet  man,  very  seldom  making  his  appearanca  Palmer,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  is  in  general  disliked,  being  of  a  litigious  and 
troublesome  disposition.  His  situation  has  most  likely  rendered 
him  peevish ;  so  say  his  neighbours.     Muir,  it  is  here  reported,  is 

Barrington.  dead.  Barrington  is  a  man  of  very  genteel  address.  I  have  drank 
a  glass  of  grog  in  his  house.  He  is  head  constable  at  Parramatta, 
and  is  much  respected.     He  is  a  pleasant  conversable  man. 

Pftrramatta.  Parramatta  is,  or  rather  was,  ih  tended  to  be  the  principal  settle- 
ment It  is  a  pleasant  spot  for  a  town.  A  new  settlement,  about 
50  miles  N.E.  (sic)  of  this  place,  is  by  far  the  best  soil  yet  found. 
The  ground  around  this  Cove  is  bad,  but,  however,  will  answer  the 
purpose  of  building  a  town.  This  is,  I  believe,  one  of  the  best 
harbours  in  the  known  world. 

A  rough  We  expect  in  the  course  of  a  fortnight  to  sail  on  a  cruise  for 

two  montiis,  off  the  coast,  to  fish.  We  had  a  very  rugged  passa^ 
from  the  Cape  here  ;  lost  two  of  our  boats  and  one  man,  two  other 
boats  stove  to  pieces,  and  a  number  of  spars  washed  overboard. 

I  hope  I  shall  by  the  next  vessel  be  able  to  give  you  a  better 
account  of  the  markets. 

In  the  meantime,  believe  me,  Yours,  &c., 

John  Black.* 

*  John  Black  had  been  purser  on  the  convict  ^hip  Lady  Shore ;  together  with  other 
officers,  he  was  turned  adrift  by  the  muttneen.— Ante,  pp.  902, 418. 
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was  of  no  consequence  with  them,  an^  reason  with  them  from  prin-       1799 
ciples  of  philosophy  in  vindicating  some  of  the  great  truths  of     29Au.if. 
Christianity.     I  am  not  fond  of  holding  contraversies  with  such 
persons. 

Add  to  these  awful  facts  now  mentioned  others  which  are  equally  immorality 
awful  and  lamentable,  namely,  that  the  convicts  and  lower  order  ^nvfctg. 
of  people  are  buryed  in  ignorance  and  hardened  in  sin,  and  that 
immorality  and  vice  of  every  kind,  yea,  all  manner  of  sin  and 
abominations  prevail  in  this  colony — avarice,  extortion,  pride, 
theft,  blasphemy,  drunkenness,  sabbath-breaking,  fornication,  and 
adultery — the  two  latter  of  which  so  prevail  and  is  practised  to 
such  a  degree  at  present  as  not  to  be  equalled,  I  think,  in  any 
country  whatever — there  are  scarcely  any  in  the  colony  who  are 
not  living  in  either  of  these  two  sins.  It  is  as  common,  and  in  fact 
more  thought  of  here,  for  a  man  to  keep  a  prostitute  and  have  a 
number  of  children  by  her  than  it  is  for  a  man  to  have  a  wife  and 
children  in  England. 

I  have  l^een  often  suri)rized  since  I  came  to  know  the  state  of  Trials  of  the 
the  colony,  and  how  the  chaplains  have  been  circumstanced,  that  ^  *^  ^"^' 
they  have  anything  of  the  life  of  religion  at  all ;  but  especially  the 
Rev'd  Mr.  Johnson,  whose  trials  have  been  exceeding  great,  &c, 

"William  Henry. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 

My  Lord  Duke,  30th  August,  1799.         so  Aug. 

Having  in  my  letter  (No.  42)*  express'd  my  concern  that  Tnmsmis- 
the  various  accounts  and  necessary  papers  which  relate  to  the  JJ^oun^g 
concerns  of  this  colony  had  not  been  as  regularly  transmitted  to  and  returns. 
England  as  your  Grace  and  the  Lords  of  his  Majesty's  Treasuiy 
might  have  desir'd,  I  think  it  necessary  to  say  that  I  have  given 
most  particular  directions  that  the  Acting  Commissary  use  every 
possible  means  and  exertion  for  forwarding  every  paper  which  can 
be  prepared  by  the  time  the  present  conveyance  may  be  ready  to 
leave  this  port,  and  I  have  to  hope  they  will  be  clear,  distinct,  and 
satisfactory. 

The  papers  which  I  here  enclose  are  designed  merely  to  explain  The 
with  as  little  trouble  as  possible  to  your  Grace  such  things  as  I  am  ®°^  <*"*^- 
desireous  should  be  clearly  understood.! 

The  monthly  state  of  provision  (No.  1)  and  the  numbers  vic- 
tualed are  deliver'd  to  me  regularly  in  consequence  of  an  order  I 
gave  for  that  purpose  in  1797.  The  purchases  of  late  made  are 
contained  in  No.  2,  with  the  prices  paid  annex 'd. 

*  Hunter  to  Portland,  4th  July.  1790,  ante,  p.  688. 
t  Very  few  of  these  enclosures  nave  heen  presented. 
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As  a  farther  reason  why  tlie  necessary  vouchers  in  support  of 
the  bills  drawn  liavo  been  delay'd  so  long,  it  becomes  nectssar; 
to  mention  that  Mr.  Commisaaiy  Palmer,  having  written  to  the 
Acting  Commissary  that,  as  some  alteration  had  taken  place  in  bis 
instructions,  he  was  desireoua  that  no  accounts  should  be  traos- 
mittetl  until)  his  arrival,  which  has  been  so  long  look'd  for  that  I 
gave  directions  there  be  no  longer  any  delay,  but  the  Touchen 
for  the  expenditure  of  the  siimB  drawn,  togetJier  with  every  other 
necessary  paper,  be  immediat'ly  forwarded, 

I  Eend  a  list  (No.  3)  of  such  materials  as  arc  wanted  for  carrying 
into  effect  our  endeavours  to  manufacture  both  woolen  and  linnen. 

This  being  the  last  letter  I  shall  trouble  your  Grace  with  by 
this  conveyance  (Iiia  Majesty's  ship  Buffalo,  to  the  Cape  for  more 
cattle),  and  having  this  moment  receiv'd  the  surjion's  return  of 
births  and  dcathn,  and  a  state  of  the  hospital*  during  the  last 
twelve  months,  I  inclose  them,  and  beg  to  refer  your  Grace  to  Mr. 
Balmain's  letter  to  me  relative  to  hospital  stores  and  more  medical 
assistance.  I  have,  ic, 

J  NO.    HUSTEB. 
[Enclosure.  ] 
An  Account  of  Live  Stock  and  Ground  in  Cultivation  in  his 
Majesty's  Settlement  in  New  South  Wales,  in  August,  1799. 
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Mb.  John  Thomson  to  Captain  Schanck, 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
Dear  Sir,  8th  September,  1799. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  inclosing  a  letter  for  Mr.  Grant,t 
which  it  will  add  to  other  obligations  if  you  would  be  so  good  as 
transniit  to  where  he  is. 


ie  return  aa  that  enclosed  Ln 


Lin  to  Hunter,  SMh  Aumtt,  ITW.  aU. 
ot  the  Udjr  Kcbon.     Tbe  Mttt  !• 
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I  hoped  to  have  liad  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you  and  my       1799 
other  friends  in  England  per  the  Hillsboro',  which  arrived  here  with     s  Sept, 
prisoners  about  eight  weeks  ago.     She  had  a  pretty  good  passage       — 
out,  but  lost  a  great  many  prisoners  (not  less  than  ninety-six)  from  transport 
a  fever,  occasioned  by  ill-usage  and  neglect  of  cleanliness.     She  SJrough. 
afterwards  proceeds  on  her  voyage  to  Desolation  Isle  to  procure 
sealskins.    The  Albion,  with  stores,  had  the  most  astonishing  quick  The  Albion, 
passage  from  England  any  ship  has  ever  yet  made — only  three 
months  and  eleven  days.     She  arrived  here  in  June. 

We  have  had  a  very  bad  season  last  year,  but  this  one  bids  fair  The  croiw. 
to  make  sufficient  amends  for  the  last.     The  crops  suiTered  from  a 
great  drought,  and  the  colony  would  rather  have  been  distressed 
for  grain  but  for  the  arrival  of  a  Spanish  prize,  laden  chiefly  with  a  SpanUUi 
flour  sent  in  by  two  whaleships,  which  had  sailed  from  here  last  ^ 
year,  and  captured  by  them  on  the  coast  of  Peru.  They  give  account 
that  the  whole  naval  force  of  Spain  on  that  coast  consisted  only  of 
one  ship,  and  two  brigs  of  1 4  guns.     Several  whalers  whose  inten-  >vhaier«  m 
tions  were  to  have  fished  on  this  coast,  animated  by  the  hopes  of  p"^**^"* 
privateering  to  advantage  on  the  coast  of  Peru,  have  been  furnished 
with  letters  of  marque  here,  and  have  gone  over  on  that  coast  This 
has  been  a  great  loss  to  this  colony,  as  we  had  no  small  dependance 
on  the  hopes  of  the  fishery  being  established  on  our  coast ;  however,  Prospect  of 
two  ships  who  have  remained  have  succeeded  pretty  well ;  one  of  ftshe^cs.^" 
them,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Enderbys,  is  expected  to  sail  for  England 
next  month  full  of  spermaceti  oil.     We  hope  this  success  will 
encourage  those  gentlemen  to  repeat  their  trials. 

I  am  afraid  the  sealskin  trade  will  not  answer.  A  small  vessel  The  sealskin 
from  China  has  been  six  months  among  some  islands  in  lat'e  38°, 
and  returned  with  only  1,500  skins.  In  that  latitude  has  been 
lately  discovered  a  strait  dividing  Van  Dieman's  Land  from  New  S. 
Wales  ;  a  lieut't*  belonging  to  the  Reliance  lately  passed  thro'  them 
and  returned  round  the  S'h  Cape.  There  are  some  islands  in  these 
straits  where  seals  appeared  more  numerous  than  where  the  vessel 
had  been  sealing. 

We  have  also  some  hopes  that  the  coals  with  which  the  country  The  coal- 
abounds  will  be  of  much  Colonial  advantage.  A  ship  lately  re- ""i^^.**"^**® 
turned  to  Bengal  loaded  with  coals,  and  it  gave  no  small  satisfaction 
to  every  person  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  the  colony  to  see 
this  first  export  of  it ;  and  I  am  hopeful  from  these  advantages 
that  New  South  Wales,  however  contemptible  it  may  at  present 
appear  in  the  list  of  our  colonies,  may  yet  become  an  acquisition 
of  value  to  the  mother  country. 

The  Reliance  is  expected  to  sail  soon  for  England,  and  Capt'n  Colonial 
Waterhouse  has  promised  to  take  charge  for  you  of  a  piece  of  cedar  ^^^"* 
of  the  country,  and  also  a  piece  of  wood  very  common  here,  and 
which  I  am  told  is  much  admired  in  England.     A  gentleman  who 

*  Lieutenant  Matthew  FUnden.    Appendix  B. 


718  HISTORICAL   RECORDS  OP   NEW  SOUTH   WALES. 

1799      has  seen  it  says  Mr.  Nepean  has  got  a  small  table  of  that  wood,  and 

8  Sept.      is  extremely  beautiful.     I  shall  send  them  by  Captain  Waterbouae. 

Be  so  good  as  give  my  respectful  acknowledgements  to  the  Judge, 

and  assure  him  of  my  remembrance  of  his  favors.     It  will  give  me 

much  happiness  to  hear  from  you,  if  you  can  spare  a  few  minutes 

from  the  great  press  of  public  business  which  you  are  engaged  in. 

Make  my  compliments,  &c.  Jno.  Thomson. 

This  goes  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  per  ILM.S.  Buffalo. 


Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 

(Banks  Papers.) 
17  Sept.         Dear  Sir,  Poi-poise,  Spithead,  17th  September,  1799. 

Departure  of  I  make  no  doubt  but  the  receipt  of  this  from  me  in  an 

Porpoise.      English  port  will  surprize  you  not  a  littla    We  thought  ourselves 
compensated  for  the  long  and  ruinous  detention  we  had  escaped, 
by  the  favorable  wind  that  carried  us  out  of  the  Channel  and  into 
the  Bay,  where  a  strong  gale  of  wind  came  on,  previous  to  which 
Accident  to   our  tiller  was  carried  away,  and  the  head  and  main  piece  of  the 
ew/*^""^  rudder  sprung  in  so  dangerous  a  manner  as  to  occasion  us  to  appre- 
hend its  going  entirely  before  the  gale  subsided,  which  providen- 
tially did  not  happen.     As  soon  as  we  could  have  any  intercourse 
with  the  Admiral,  and  the  danger  of  the  defect  was  confirmed  by  his 
carpenter,  we  were  ordered  to  the  first  port  in  England.     After 
what  hag  happened,  I  need  not  point  out  to  you  that  while  the 
Porpoise  retains  her  present  shape  and  length  she  is  much  fitter 
to  be  placed  on  your  canal  than  to  go  outside  a  port.     She  is  now 
sufficiently  stiff,  and  does  much  better  than  could  have  been  ex- 
The  cause  of  pected  by  the  alterations  she  has  undergone;  but,  unfortunately, 
the  accident.  ^^^^  ^^^^  means  to  obtain  this  partial  advantage  has  been  the  cause 
of  the  rudder  being  carried  away  from  its  unnatural  projectioD,  on 
which  the  body  of  receding  water  acts  on  it  with  such  an  increased 
perpendicular  violence,  instead  of   coming  to  it  obliquely,  that 
nothing  can  withstand  it;  and  if  they  persevere  in  giving  her  a 
rudder  of  greater  dimensions,  iron-strapped,  iron  tiller,  &a,  still 
I  fear  the  stempost  or  gudgeons  must  necessarily  go.     I  have 
written  very  fully,  and  I  fear  too  freely,  on  the  subject  to  Sir 
Andrew  Hamond,  whose  answer,  as  well  as  the  results  of  the 
Board's   deliberations   on  the    master's  representations,    I  shall 
inform  you  of. 
Tiie  plants.        The  garden  is  in  most  excellent  order,  not  a  plant  drooping; 
among  them.      The  hops  were  cut  down.      After  these  many  un- 
toward circumstances,  God  alone  knows  when  they  will  get  to 
their  destination.      I  hope  my  best  wishes  for  your  health  and 
family's  will  be  acceptable.  I  am,  <fec., 

Phillip  Gidlby  King. 
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Lieutenant-Governor  Kino  to  Sir  A.  Hamond.  1790 

Sir,  Spithead,  September,  1799.  Sept. 

As  I  have  understood  that  an  idea  has  gone  forth  that  Preliminary 
the  Porpoise  was  constructed  according  to  my  wish,  and  as  a  "^"^"^  *' 
name  will  be  mentioned  for  whose  character  and  abilities  I  have 
the  highest  respect,  I  have  thought  it  more  delicate  to  state  the 
communication  I  bad  with  the  Boaixl  respecting  the  Buffalo  and 
Porpoise  in  this  manner  than  by  adding  it  to  the  inclosed  letter, 
which  you  may  judge  necessary  to  lay  before  the  Board. 

Some  time  after  my  arrival  in  England  I  saw  an  advertise-  Advertising 
ment  in  the  papers  for  the  purchase  of  two  ships  for  the  use  of  ghip?!^ 
the  colony  in  N.  S.  Wales,  and  as  I  thought  my  communica- 
tion respecting  the  kind  of  ship  that  would  be  useful  might 
be  acceptable  to  the  Board,  I  waited  on  Mr.  Hope  (when  you 
were  confined  in  the  country  by  indisposition)  for  that  purpose, 
and  soon  after  received  a  letter  from  the  Board  requesting  my 
attendance.     I  then  described  the  defect  of  the   Reliance   in  Defects  in 
having  her  6  replace  and  all  the  officers  and  people  in  the  between  RSiance. 
decks,  which  left  little  room  for  receiving  cattle.     I  therefore 
recommended  the  between  decks  to  be  at  least  five  feet  ten  inches 
high,  and  to  bo  appropriated  entirely  for  keeping  cattle,  accom- 
modation for  the  officers  and  galley  to  be  on  an  upper  deck, 
something  similar  to  a  three-decker  West  Indiaman. 

The  next  day  I  attended  Sir  J.  Henslow  and  inspected  several  Seiectinjf 
ships.     The  Buffialo  was  fixed  on  for  one  of  the  ships.     As  there 
was  an  objection  to  most  of  the  other  ships  of  height  or  tonnage, 
the  other  was  not  decidecl  on.     As  no  farther  attendance  on  my 
part  was  required,  I  heard  no  more  of  the  second  ship  until  in- 
formed by  a  person  that  the  Board  had  contracted  for  building 
one,  the  frame  of  which  he  had  just  seen,  and  did  not  think  slie  The  frame 
would  answer.     I  immediately  went  to  look  at  it,  when  it  appeared  p^Hj^igp 
so  extremely  short,  deep,  and  full  that  I  observed  it  to  the  builder- 
and  overseer,  who  both  agreed  with  me  that,  if  she  was  finished 
in  her  then  form,  that  she  would  turn  out  a  very  bad  ship.     The 
builder  requested  me  to  speak  to  Sir  John  Henslow  that  she  might 
be  lengthened  ten  or  twelve  feet,  which  he  said  the  frame  would 
admit  of,  and  could  be  easily  done.     Two  days  after  I  met  Sir  John 
at  the  launch  of  the  Ajax  and  mentioned  my  apprehension  and  sir  John 
the  builder's  observation,  when  Sir  John's  answer  was  that  he  5,^£iin^ " 
thought  she  would  turn  out  a  very  good  ship,  and  that  she  was  too 
far  advanced  to  lengthen. 

W^hat  has  occurred  since  her  being  launched,  near  eleven  months  Kinn:  not 
ago,  has  fallen  under  your  own  observation.     Not  having  any  in-  "■!*"■*****• 
vidious  intention  in  writing  this  letter,  but  to  remove  any  idea 
that  may  remain  on  your  mind  respecting  any  interference  of 
mine  in  the  construction  of  the  ship  being  the  cause  of  her  turning 
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1790.      the  rate  of  somewhat  more  than  j&  1 8,000  per  anniim,  and  no  less 
5II0V.      than  ^29,177  Is.  3d.  of  the  above  snm  is  for  grain  and  swine's 
flesh.*    As  the  sums  laid  out  in  the  pfurchase  of  these  two  articles 
respectively  have  not  been  kept  distonct  and  separate,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  ascertain  what  part  of  the  total  sum  it  was  necessary  t/\ 
apply  to  the  purchase  of  swine's  flesh,  and  what  to  that  of  grain ; 
Cause  of  the  but  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  if  the  labour  of  the  men  and 
^^""^      women  convicts  who  have  been  victualled  at  the  pubUc  store 
during  the  period  in  question,  with  the  exception  only  of  the 
two  convicts  at  most  to  each  civil  and  military  officer,  had  been 
fairly  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  the  lands  for  tJie  account  of 
Government,  no  grain  whatever  need  have  been  purchased  for 
the  public  stores  during  that  period  ;  indeed,  the  fact  speaks  too 
plainly  of  itself  to  need  any  further  comment. 

*** . .  With  respect  to  the  purchase  of  swine's  flesh  and  fresh  pro- 

Visions,  as  it  appears  that  you  had  a  supply  of  salt  proviaoos 

sufficient  to  last  the  colony  till  the  spring  of  1799,  and  as  a 

further  supply  of  seven  hundred  thousand  pounds  weight  of  salt 

provisions  has  been  since  sent  to  the  colony,  I  have  a  right  to 

expect  to  find  that  the  charge  for  swine's  flesh  as  weU  as  for  grain 

will  in  a  great  measure  have  ceased  from  the  30th  of  June,  1798, 

the  period  to  which  your  account  of  the  expence  above  mentioned 

is  made  up. 

oorrespon-        The  inclosures  referred  to  in  the  duplicates  of  my  letters  which 

^SrveJ,    *  yo^  received  by  the  Barwell  were  transmitted  by  the  Porpoise, 

and  triplicates  will  now  be  conveyed  by  the  Speedy,  in  which 

Lt. -Governor  King  resumes  his  voyage,  after  having  been  most 

unfortunately  delayed  by  the  return  of  the  Porpoise  into  port. 

Allowance         j^  jg  my  intention  that  the  supply  of  stationery  to  the  amount 

stationeiy.    of  £30  per  annum  shall  be  sent  out  annually  for  the  use  of  his 

Majesty's  Government  in  New  South  Wales,  and  a  supply  to 

that  amount  will  be  transmitted  to  you  by  this  conveyance. 

Port  wine         I  have  also  directed  ten  pipes  of  port  to  be  sent  by  the  Speedy, 

offioMs.        ^^  ^y  *^®  ^"*  opportunity,  in  case  she  cannot  receive  them,  to 

be  disposed  of  amongst  the  civil  and  military  officers  at  prime 

cost,  without  any  other  additional  charge  than  what  may  be 

necessary  to  cover  the  expence  of  freight  and  insurance ;  but 

with  respect  to  spirits,  the  unauthorised  and  unrestrained  sale 

of  which  has  been  so  destructive  to  the  colony,  you  will  find  by 

the  inclosed  copy  of  the  letterf  which  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Secretary 

Dundas  upon  that  subject  that  I  have  done  my  utmost  to  strike 

ofnSitt^  at  the  root  of  that  alarming  evil  by  preventing  the  exportation 

of  it  from  that  quarter,  from  whence  I  understand  it  has  been 

most  generally  supplied  ;l  and  I  cannot  but  be  sorry  to  find  myself 

*  See  enclosure  No.  l»Huntor  to  FortUuid,  7th  September,  17IIS,  ante,  p.  478. 

t  This  letter  to  Dundoa  wiU  be  found  in  its  order  of  date  (19th  October,  1790X  an^*  P-  7^ 

i  Portland  hers  refers  to  tbt  East  Indies. 
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under  the  necessity  of  calling  upon  you  to  consult  the  instinictions       1709 
you  received  from  his  Majesty,  and  to  remind  you  of  the  direc-      5  Nov. 
tions  which  have  been  repeatedly  given  relative  to  the  restrictions 
under  which  such  spirits  as  are  admitted  into  the  colony  are  to 
be  disposed  of. 

I  have  laid  before  his  Royal  Highness  the  Commander-in-Chief  The  resigna- 
your  report  of  the  conduct  of  the  late  Ensign  Bond,  whose  resig-  Ensign 
nation*  should  not  have  been  accepted,  as  it  was  evidently  given  ^"^• 
in  with  a  view  to  defeat  his  being  tried  by  a  Court-martial.     As 
the  case  now  stands,  he  must  be  sent  home  by  the  very  first 
opportunity. 

On  the  subject  of  Norfolk  Island,  and  of  Captain  Townson's  Captain 
conduct  in  the  capacity  of  Lieut.-Gk)vernor  of  it,t  there  can  be  no  LteSSnant! 
doubt  that  it  is  his  duty  to  communicate  with  you  directly,  as  S®!?'J^^'  **' 
often  as  opportunities  offer  for  his  so  doing ;  at  the  same  time  it  island, 
is  no  less  his  duty,  in  consequence  of  the  unavoidable  separation 
between  you  and  him,  to  omit  no  opportunity  of  transmitting 
information  to  lus  Majesty's  Government  whenever  he  is  so  for- 
tunate as  to  obtain  a  conveyance  for  it  by  means  of  any  vessel 
which  sails  from  Norfolk  Island  without  intending  to  touch  after- 
wards at  Port  Jackson. 

With  respect  to  the  island  itself,  I  am  sorry  to  be  under  the  state  of 
necessity  of  observing  that  it  appears  from  Captain  Townson's  iJSSd^ 
account  to  have  been  left  for  a  considerable  length  of  time  without 
receiving  that  assistance  from  you  which  he  had  represented  the 
island  to  stand  in  need  of.  Indeed,  it  appears  from  Captain 
Townson's  letter  to  me  of  the  9th  of  May,  1798,  to  have  been 
reduced  to  that  state  of  extremity  which  you  can  only  be  justified 
in  having  suffered  by  the  absolute  impossibility  of  relieving  it 
from  New  South  Wales,  a  case  of  which  it  is  very  difficult  to 
suppose  the  existence. 

Captain  Townson  observes  that  from  an  oversight  in  the  Judge-  Putloned 
Advocate,  who  had  not  properly  explained  the  Patent  earlier,  nine  Sape^'" 
persons,  who  had  been  capitally  convicted,  have  received  condi- 
tional pardons  from  himself  and  Governor  King.  He  also  very 
properly  observes  on  the  dreadful  state  of  suspense  which  those 
people  must  have  suffered  from  the  uncertainty  of  their  fate  for 
two  years.  As  I  have  not  their  names,  I  cannot  obtain  a  pardon 
for  them  under  his  Majesty's  sign-manual;  but  they  should  be 
forthwith  assured  of  receiving  the  Royal  mercy  as  soon  as  I  can 
be  furnished  with  a  list  of  them. 

With  respect  to  the  comparative  degree  of  expence  incurred  at  Compaq 
New  South  Wales  and  Norfolk  Island,  it  certainly  appears,  from  Jxpenae  of 
the  concise  statement  you  have  given  of  it,  that  that  of  Norfolk  V?^^^  ^ 
Island  has  exceeded  that  of  New  South  Wales  nearly  in  the  pro-  New  south 
portion  of  two  to  one  in  the  course  of  the  period  for  which  you  ^^^ 

*  Ante,  p.  4SA.  t  Ante,  pp.  448,  449l 
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have  stated  it ;  bat  whether  this  alarming  excess  has  arisen  from 
the  state  of  want  and  distress  to  which  that  island  appears  to 
have  been  reduced,  or  for  want  of  proper  management,  it  is  im- 
possible at  present  to  determine.  Taking  the  comparative  average 
of  expences  of  both  places  from  the  commencement  of  tibe  settle- 
ment, the  result,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  calculate,  is  much 
in  favour  of  Norfolk  Island,  and  the  excess  to  be  greatlj  on  the 
side  of  New  South  Wales,  for  I  observe  that  the  bills  drawn  bj 
you  from  September,  1795,  to  this  date,  which  have  been  received 
here,  amount  to  X80,854  8s.  6d.,  and  those  drawn  from  Norfolk 
Island  by  Governor  King  and  Mr.  Townson  amount  to  J&4,012  4s., 
and  how  much  of  the  former  sum  has  been  applied  to  the  expences 
of  Norfolk  Island  the  documents  before  me  do  not  enable  me  to 
form  any  conjecture. 

Having  now  made  all  the  observations  which  appear  to  me  to 
be  necessary  on  the  points  contained  in  your  several  dispatches, 
which  are  now  before  me,  it  is  with  very  sincere  concern  that  I 
find  myself  obliged  to  add  that  I  felt  myself  called  upon  by  the 
sense  of  the  duty  which  I  owe  to  the  situation  in  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  be  placed  to  express  my  disapprobation  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  government  of  the  settlement  has  been 
administered  by  you  in  so  many  respects — that  I  am  commanded 
to  signify  to  you  the  King's  pleasure  to  return  to  this  kingdom  by 
the  first  safe  conveyance  which  offers  itself  after  the  arrival  of 
Lieutenant-Grovemor  King,  who  is  authorised  by  his  Majesty  to 
take  upon  him  the  government  of  that  settlement  immediately  on 
your  departure  from  it.  I  am,  &e,, 

PORTLAITD. 


8  Not. 

King's 
piojected 


LIEUTRNAKT-GOVBRNOB  KiNO  TO   SiR  JOSBPH   BaNKS. 

(Banks  Papers.) 
Dear  Sir,  Portsmouth,  8th  November,  1799. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  come  to  town  for  no  other 

ti?*8^5  *°  ^^®*®^^  ^^''^  ^  hwe  paid  my  respects  to  you  previous  to  my  de- 
parture, but  the  consequence  of  a  severe  cold  caught  in  the  damp 
structures  at  this  place  has  hitherto  put  it  out  of  my  power,  and 
as  the  Speedy,  whaler,  is  expected  round  here  the  first  hAr  wind,  it 
is  probable  the  wind  that  brings  her  round  will  be  that  with  which 
the  convoy  will  sail,  ua  they  only  wait  the  ships  from  the  Down& 
You  will,  sir,  have  been  informed  by  Gapt.  Schanck  what  has 
been  and  what  remains  to  be  done  to  the  Lady  Nelson.  I  do  not 
doubt  but  you  will  be  able  to  settle  it  at  the  Adm'ty  for  Flinders* 
to  have  the  command  of  her.  I  wish  it  was  earlier  in  the  year,  hat 
if  she  turns  out  as  good  a  seaboat  as  Gapt.  Schanck  thinks  she  is, 
there  is  no  great  fear  of  her  getting  out  safe  ;  and  when  there  she 
certainly  will  be  a  most  useful  vessel!     The  young  man  who  takes 

*  In  this  King  wu  dinppointed ;  the  command  wu  given  to  lieotenaot  James  Grant 


The  1^7 
Nelson. 


THE  POEPOISE   CONDEMNED.  723 

The  Duke  op  Portland  to  The  Admiralty  Commissioners.        1790 
My  Lords,        '  Whitehall,  5th  October,  1799.  5  Oct. 

The  Porpoise,  armed  ship,  destined  for  the  service  of  his  H.M.S. 
Majesty's  settlement  at  New  South  Wales,  having  been  under  the  SJ^uJjS. 
necessity  of  returning  into  port,  and  having  been  since  declared 
unfit  for  that  service,  I  have  the  honour  to  signify  to  your  Lord- 
ships his  Majesty's  commands  that  she  should  be  replaced  as 
speedily  as  possible  by  another  vessel  to  be  appointed  for  the 
same  service,  and  to  carry  out  the  garden,  stores,  and  passengers 
which  were  to  have  gone  by  the  Porpoise. 

From  the  great  delay  which  has  taken  place  in  the  sailing  of  the  Neoewityfor 
Porpoise,  added  to  the  time  lost  by  her  being  obliged  to  put  back,  <***p*^<*' 
I  must  observe  to  your  Lordships  that  it  is  of  material  consequence 
to  the  settlement  that  the  vessel  replacing  her  should  be  dispatched 
as  speedily  as  possible. 

I   understand  from  Lieut. -Governor   King  that  the  Infanta  a  spuiish 
Amelia,  prize  to  the  Argo,  now  lying  at  Portsmouth,  is  a  vessel  in  P'***'* 
every  respect  proper  for  this  service,  and  might  sail  immediately. 
I  merely  mention  this  circumstance  in  case  your  Lordships  should 
judge  proper  to  make  farther  enquiries  of  Lieutenant-Governor 
King  respecting  the  said  vessel.^  I  am,  ^c, 

Portland. 

Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 

(Banks  Papers.) 

Dear  Sir,  33,  Surry  Street,  Strand,  6th  October,  1799.  eoet. 

I  received  yours  of  the  21st  ultimo,  which  I  should  iiave 
answered  some  days  ago,  but  that  I  could  not  give  you  any  satis- 
factory information  respecting  our  future  operations.     I  came  to  King  to  sail 
town  the  22nd  ultimo,  when  it  was  fixed  that  I  was  to  go  out  in  *°  *  whaler. 
a  whaler  which  had  just  been  taken  up  to  carry  out  fifty  female 
convicts  and  some  stores-t     I  soon  after  received  a  letter  from  the 
Admiralty,  requiring  my  opinion  of  the  Porpoise's  qualities,  which 
I  gave  at  full,  and  in  which  I  did  not  extenuate  or  set  down  aught 
in  malice.      This  account,  Mr.  Nepean  tells  me,  was  so  highly  The 
satisfactory  to  their  Lordships  that  they  ordered  the  Porpoise  to  ronSemned. 
be  disposed  of.     I  had  seen  a  Spanish  prize  at  Portsmouth,  prize 
to  the  Argo,  of  the  same  tonnage  and  dimensions  as  the  Porpoise,  prized" 
lately  launched   at   Bilbon,   coppered  and    copper-fastened,  and 
everything  compleat  and  ready  to  go  to  sea  in  a  short  time.    This 
I  communicated  to  the  Admiralty,  and  by  last  Friday*s  post  she 
was  ordered  to  be  surveyed,  and  will  be  purchased,  taking  in  the 

*  This  vessel  was  purchased  and  re-christened  the  Porpoise.  She  was  then  rigged  with 
the  spare  and  tackle  of  the  old  Porpoise,  and  oomuianded  and  manned  hy  the  otncers  and 
crew  of  the  condemned  vessel.  She  sailed  for  Sydney  on  17th  March,  1800,  arrivintr  there 
OD  7th  November  following. 

t  The  ship  referred  to  was  the  Speedy,  in  which  King  and  his  family  sailed. 
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GovERXOB  Hunter  to  The  Duke  of  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord  Duke,  10th  November,  1799. 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  contained  in  your  Grace's  letter 
of  the  10th  April,  relative  to  the  keeping  a  correct  register  of  all 
ships  entering  into  or  clearing  out  from  this  port,  I  have  seen  it 
necessary  to  appoint  to  the  management  of  that  duty  Richard 
Atkins,  Esq.  That  gentleman  has  officiated  as  a  civil  magistrate 
for  the  last  seven  years;  he  is  Registrar  of  our  Court  of  Vice- 
Admiralty,  and  he  has  assisted  me  in  the  inspection  of  the  public 
works  carrying  on  in  and  about  Parramatta,  Toongabbe,  ^.;  in 
which  several  offices  he  has  at  all  times  given  me  the  most  perfect 
satisfaction.  He  is  one  of  those  whom  I  have  excepted  when 
representing  the  body  of  the  officers  being  concerned  in  the  trade 
complain'd  of.  But  from  none  of  his  appointments  does  he  receive 
a  single  shilling ;  he,  however,  has  chearf ully  undertaken  this  duty, 
finding  I  had  no  other  fit  person  to  appoint  to  it. 

Your  Grace  will  discover,  by  my  whole  correspondence  having 
been  so  long  written  in  my  own  hand,  that  I  am,  thro'  the  loss  of 
my  secretary,  without  that  assistance  which  my  situation  requires, 
and  that  I,  consequently,  must  employ  some  capable  and  intelligent 
person  to  undertake  the  management  of  the  register  now  ordered 
to  be  kept. 

I  cannot  omit  upon  this  occasion  to  express  my  satisfaction  at 
this  measure,  because  I  foresee  that  the  growing  consequence  of 
this  colony  will  probably  give  occasion  to  the  establishment  of 
certain  dutys  upon  all  imports  from  the  East  Indies,  America, 
coast  of  Brazil,  &c,^  which  will  not  only  help  to  defray  the  expencos 
of  the  colony,  but  will  be  felt  as  a  very  considerable  relief  to  the 
laboring  people  of  the  settlement,  inasmuch  as  it  will  effectually 
cut  up  the  destructive  monopolys  and  ruinous  traffic  so  long  and  so 
heavily  felt.  I  have,  <!^c., 

Jno.  Hunter, 

Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord  Duke,  10th  November,  1799. 

By  your  Grace's  letter  of  the  12th  April  last,  which  I  had 
the  honour  of  receiving  by  tho  ship  Walker,  I  learn  that  a  copper 
coinage  to  the  amount  of  £550  may  be  expected  by  the  Porpoise. 
The  circulation  of  this  money  will  be  attended  with  the  most  com- 
fortable accomodation  to  the  people  in  their  various  dealings  with 
each  other.* 

I  do  not,  as  your  Grace  has  observed,  see  any  inducement  or 
interest  which  can  encourage  any  to  take  it  out  of  the  colony  ;  but 
I  shall  not  fail  upon  its  first  issue  to  publish  such  Order  as  may 
prevent  any  attempt     Shou'd  it  at  any  time  hereafter  be  found 

*  Ante,  pp.  Ml  and  note,  648,  656, 657, 671. 
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that,  as  few  seamen  know  anything  about  the  management  of  a  1790 

cutter,  her  being  constructed  into  a  brig  would  make  her  more  g  o^t. 
manageable  to  the  generality  of  seamen,  and  in  such  idea  Com- 
missioner Schanck  fully  concurs.                                         P.G.K. 


Secrstart  Nepean  to  Lieutenant-Governor  King. 

Sir,  Admiralty  Office,  9tk  October,  1799.  ooct 

In  return  to  your  letter  of  this  day's  date  requesting  that  kiiir'b  son. 
jour  son  Philip  King  may  be  placed  on  the  list  of  candidates 
for  admission  into  the  Koyal  Academy  at  Portsmouth,  I  am  com- 
manded by  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  acquaint 
jou  that  directions  are  given  for  that  purpose. 

I  am, 
Evan  Nepean. 

Government  and  General  Order. 

9th  October,  1799. 

"Whereas  a  number  of  the  public  labouring  servants  of  the  Crown  convict* 
have  very  lately  absconded  from  their  duty,  |ind  are  many  of  them  «**p^k. 
aaid  to  have  taken  to  the  woods,  and  do  of  course  mean  to  live  by 
robbery ;  others  are  supposed  to  be  concealed  in  ships  now  about 
to  depart  from  this  port :  This  public  notice  is  given  that  none  of  warning  to 

^  ^  ^  D6r8on8 

those  concerned  in  concealing  such  worthless  characters  may  plead  aiding  them, 
ignorance ;  that  any  officer  or  man  belonging  to  ships  who  shall  be 
known  to  have  countenanced  or  assisted  convicts  in  making  their 
escape  shall  be  taken  out  of  the  ship,  detained,  and  punished  with 
the  utmost  severity  of  the  law;  and  as  the  most  strict  and  scrupu- 
lous search  will  take  place  on  board  for  every  convict  who  may  be 
found  concealed  or  suffered  to  remain  on  board  without  regular 
permission,  so  many  of  the  ship's  company  shall  be  taken  out  and 
detained  for  daring  to  encourage  such  escape. 

Jno.  Hunter. 

The  Duke  op  Portland  to  The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  19th  October,  1799.         looct 

I  have  but  too  much  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  the  practice  Spirits 
of  persons  going  from  the  East  Indies  to  the  colony  in  New  South  ^^^  ^^^^^* 
Wales  to  take  on  board  their  ships  great  quantities  of  spirits, 
which  are  disposed  of  to  the  settlers,  and  even  to  such  of  the 
convicts  as  can  afford  to  purchase  them,  by  which  means  the  fruits  Perni<^oua 
of  their  industry,  consisting  of  their  live  stock  and  every  other  ^f^  **" 
article  of  provision,  as  also  of  cloathing,  become  sacrificed  to  the  colonist*. 
exorbitant  demands  of  those  who  retail  that  pernicious  article, 
and  the  improvement  of  the  settlement  is  very  much  retarded,  and 
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1799      the  public  expences  incurred  on  its  account  are  proportionably  in- 

19  Oct.     creased.     I  have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to 

— .       take  the  proper  steps  for  preventing  the  exportation  of  spirits  from 

from  India    the  different  Presidencies  in  India  to  that  colony,  as  it  is  intended 

to  cease.       j^^  future  to  send  from  this  country  such  a  quantity  of  spirits  as 

may  be  judged  necessary  for  the  consumption  of  the  colony  in 

order  that  it  may  not  be  distributed,  except  under  proper  licences 

and  certificates,  to  be  granted  by  the  Governor  of  the  settlement. 

I  am,  &c.y 
portlakd. 

Under  Secretary  King  to  The  Transport  Commissioners. 

28  Oct.  Gentlemen,  Whitehall,  23rd  October,  1799. 

Port  wine  I  am  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  desire  you  to 

offlirs  purchase  ten  pipes  of  red  port  wine,  for  the  use  of  the  civil  and 
military  officers  of  the  settlement  at  New  South  Wales ;  and  that 
as  much  of  it  as  can  be  stowed  on  board  the  Speedy  may  be  sent 
by  that  conveyance,  and  the  rest  by  the  fii*st  vessel  that  may  be 
chartered  for  that  settlement. 

to  he  Bold  at       As  this  wine  is  intended  to  be  sold  in  small  quantities  at  prime 

^  ^'     cost  (a  reasonable  allowance  for  freight^  <5:c.,  being  to  be  added  to 

such  prime  cost),  it  will  be  necessary  to  specify  in  the  invoice  the 

price  at  which  it  is  to  be  retailed,  and  that  the  said  wine  should 

be  consigned  to  the  care  and  direction  of  the  Governor  at  Sydney. 

I  am,  <S:c., 
JouN  King. 

Under  Secretary  King  to  Colonel  Calvert. 
24  Oct.  Sir,  Whitehall,  24th  October,  1799. 

Ejj9i»rn  The  Duke  of  Portland  having  received  information  from 

resignation,  the  Governor  of  New  South  Wales  that  Ensign  Bond,  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Corps,*  has  resigned  his  Commission  in  that  Corps, 
and,  as  it  appears,  evidently  with  a  view  of  avoiding  being  brought, 
to  a  Court-martial  for  endeavouring  to  stir  up  a  mutiny  among  the 
convicts  on  board  the  Harwell,  East  Indiaman,t  whilst  on  their 
passage  to  New  South  Wales,  I  am  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  in- 
formation of  Sir  William  Fawcett,  that  under  these  circumstances 
his  Grace  has  thought  proper  to  give  directions  for  Mr.  Bond's 
being  sent  to  this  country  by  the  first  opportunity.  I  am  further 
Lieutenant  ^  acquaint  you,  for  Sir  William  Fawcett's  information,  that  his 
Cummings.    Grace  understands  Lieutenant  Cumrains;s,  an  officer  at  present  in 

*  See  Hunter's  letter  to  Portland,  12th  Septenioer,  1798,  ante,  p.  483 ;  and  Portlmd  to 
Hunter,  5th  November,  1790,  post,  p.  787,  in  which  tlie  Duke  expressed  his  ofMnioo  that 
Bond  ought  not  to  have  been  allowed  to  resign. 

t  The  inquir>'  before  the  Vice- Admiralty  Court  at  Sydney  into  the  circumstances  of  ih* 
muUnv  on  the  Harwell  will  be  found  on  p.  453,  ante. 
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the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  still  continues  to  receive  pay,  not-  1799 
withstanding  his  having  long  since  resigned  his  Commission  in  the  24  Oct. 
regiment.  I  am,  ike, 

— J.  King. 

Discovery  op  Hunter  River.*  25  0cl 

"When  the  last  accounts  left  New  South  Wales,  the  Governor  Discovery  of 
was  going  to  send  Lieut.  John  Shortland  (first  lieutenant  of  his  Hunter 
Majesty's  ship  Reliance)  in  the  Colonial  schooner,  to  survey  the 
coast.  Some  months  previous  Lieutenant  Shortland  discovered 
a  very  fine  river,  which  it  is  thought  will  prove  of  great  advan- 
tage to  the  colony,  as,  from  the  survey  he  then  had  an  opportunity 
of  taking,  he  thinks  vessels  from  60  to  250  tons  may  load  there, 
and  be  completely  landlocked.  The  river  lays  N.N.E.  about  63 
or  65  miles  from  Port  Jackson. 


A  Letter  from  Sydney,  t 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  who  went  passenger  in     26  Oct 
the  Barwell,  Capt.  Cameron,  to  New  South  Wales,  Sydney 
Cove,  Sept.  5,  1798  :— 

The  loss  of  the  Lady  Shore,  Captain  Willcocks,  which  I  men-  Low  of  the 

tioned  in  my  letter  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  has  reduced  ^^*'  ^^^^' 

this  colony  to  great  distress  for  supplies,  and  the  appearance  of 

an  English  ship  off  their  coast  revived  the  drooping  spirits  of 

the  people,  and  diffused  universal  joy  around.     You  will  judge  of 

their  situation  when  I  t^ll  you  that,  some  months  previous  to 

our  arrival,  tea  had  eagerly  been  bought  at  four  guineas  a  lb.  ;  Famine 

soft  sugar  at  7s.  6d.  per  lb. ;  spirits,  of  a  very  inferior  quality  prices. 

indeed,  at  four  pounds  per  gallon ;  tobacco  at  248.  per  lb. ;  and 

every  other  article  extravagantly  dear  in  proportion.     After  so 

long  and  serious  a  dearth,  it  could  not  be  supposed  that  we  could 

administer  much  to  the  general  necessities  of  so  extensive  a  colony ; 

but  it  broke  the  ice,  and  was  a  relief  truly  welcome. 

More  than  twelve  tedious  months  had  lingered  away  since  the  Noveaaelfor 
inhabitants  had  hailed  one  vessel  in  their  harbour  ;  but  soon  after  Months, 
our  arrival  no  less  than  six  entered  the  Cove,  close  upon  the  heels 
of  each  other.     The  Britannia,  from  England,  with  female  con- 
victs, came  in  early  in  July,  and  since  then  we  have  had  several 

*  Reprinted  from  the  True  Briton  of  25th  October,  1799.  The  river  was  named  Hunter 
River,  in  honor  of  Governor  Hunter,  by  Lieutenant  Shortland,  its  discoverer.  The  native 
name  of  the  river  was  "Coquon."  Shortland  discovered  the  river  in  September,  1797, 
when  inquest  of  convicts  who  had  seized  the  Cumberland — the  Government  boat  for  trading 
to  the  Hawkesbury.— Ante,  pp.  347,  481.  As  early  as  June,  1796,  a  party  of  fishermen 
renorted  the  discovery  of  gola  in  the  vicinity  of  Port  Stephens.— Collins,  vol.  i,  p.  484  ; 
vol.  ii,  p.  48. 

In  the  Chrirtian  Obtterver^  July,  1802,  appeared  the  following  paragraph :— "  Governor 
Kin^jT  had  formed  a  small  settlement  at  Hunter  River  for  the  purpose  of  working  the  coal, 
which  is  of  the  same  nature  with  that  of  Newcastle." 

t  Reprinted  from  the  True  Briton  of  26th  October,  1799. 
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1790      is  not  improbable,  and  that  he  and  his  associates,  as  probably  as 

16  Nov.     «^ny  others,  have  been  the  purchasers  ;  such  orders,  however,  as 

—       have  appeared  proper  for  preventing  grievances  of  this  nature, 

ordera  and    your  Grace  will  be  satisfied  by  looking  into  the  general  regula- 

regruiAtioM.  ^JQns,  have  never  been  omitted  when  seen  necessary ;  and  that 

your  Grace  may  the  more  readily  have  references  to  those  General 

Orders,  I  will  add  a  kind  of  index,  which  will  point  out  the  d&te 

of  particular  regulations  under  their  respective  heads. 

T™"JJ™***  Your  Grace  has  desired  I  will  transmit  an  account  of  such 
regruiations  directions  as  I  have  occasionally  given  out  upon  the  general  con- 
to  England,  ^j^pj^g  q£  ^j^^  colony.  You  will  pardon  me,  my  Loi'd,  for  saying, 
that  your  Grace  having  shewn  by  this  desire  an  opinion  that 
I  had  been  so  remiss  in  my  duty  as  to  have  neglected  a  part  so 
essential,  so  indispensibly  requisite  for  your  Grace's  information, 
gives  me  great  pain  and  concern,  because  conscious  that  at  the 
very  moment  when  your  Grace  has  appeared  to  censure  me  for  this 
omission  those  very  regulations  were  laying  in  your  Grace's  office  ; 
tliey  have  beei#  regularly  transmitted  with  my  dispatches  from 
time  to  time,  and  to  them  I  have  had  frequent  occasion  to  refer 
A  duplicate,  your  Grace.  But  lest  they  may  have  been  accidentally  mislaid, 
I  send  inclos'd  another  copy,  to  which  I  intreat  your  Grace's 
attention.  No  information,  my  Lord,  relative  to  the  concerns 
of  this  colony  which  it  may  have  appeared  necessary  your  Grace 
shou'd  possess  has  ever  been  suppressed ;  I  have  i-ather  been  of 
opinion  I  should  be  considered  too  minute.  Suffer  me  here  to 
refer  your  Grace  to  a  Public  Order  of  the  25th  June,  1798.*  In 
this  there  appears  an  evident  design  of  a  confederated  interest  to 
deceive  me.  Had  this  proposal  been  followed  up,  an  end  wou'd 
have  been  put  to  the  oppressive  monopolys  complained  of,  but  it 
•   was  not  so. 

Hunter  Your  Grace  is  so  good  as  to  say  it  does  not  appear  that  I  have 

m5'"p!w^c?'  ^^'^y  participation  in  the  iniquitous  proceedings  mentioned  in  the 

pation  in      letter.      Pardon  me,  my  Lord,  for  observing  that  I  feel  this  as  a 

monopo  es.  ^j^^jj^fyi  qj.  negative  acquittal ;  I  hope,  therefore,  upon  this  subject 

your  Grace  will  have  the  goodness  to  institute,  if  possible,  such 

enquiry  as  may  serve  for  satisfying  your  own  mind,  and  for  wiping 

away  the  odium  of  even  the  most  distant  conjecture  to  the  injur}' 

of  my  reputation. 

Such  things  having  happened  immediat'ly  under  my  government, 
I  agree  with  your  Grace  will  appear  unfavourable  to  my  admin- 
istration of  the  government,  but  that  can  only  be  in  the  opinion 

*  Ante,  p.  408.  This  was  the  Order  endorsing  the  aj^'eement  between  the  prindnal  in- 
habitants and  the  officers  to  act  as  oommerdal  afrents  for  the  whole  colony.  Hunter 
appears  to  have  overlooked  the  fact  that  in  sanctionihfr  this  afirreement  he  practically  lent 
his  countenance  to  the  tradinfr  transactions  of  the  officers  which  he  so  often  censured 'in  his 
lettera  to  the  Duke  of  Portland.  Tlie  promulfiation  of  this  Order,  which  Hunter  regarded 
with  so  much  satisfaction,  was  one  of  the  reasons  why  he  was  recalled.— Portland  to  Hunter 
6th  November,  1799,  ante,  p.  734. 
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will  be  taken  by  the  Conrt  of  Directors  to  prevent,  as  far  as  in      1790 
tbem  lies,  the  exportation  of  spirits  from  the  Company's  Residencies     28  Oot 
in  India  to  that  settlement  in  future.     We  subjoin,  for  his  Grace's 
information,  a  memorandum  of  the  quantity  of  rukn  exported  from 
Calcutta  to  New  South  Wales  in  1796-7  and  1797-8,  with  the 
value  thereof.  We  are,  &a, 

s.  w.  n.  lushington. 

Hugh  Inglis. 

Hum  Exported  to  New  South  Wales,  Quantit.vof 

rumex- 
In  1796-7,  25,000  gallons ;  value,  18,570  rupees.  ported  to 

In  1797-8,  11,138  gaUons ;  value,  9,745  rupees.  S^es^**"^ 


A  Letter  from  Sydney.* 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  on  board  the  ship  Indispensable,  dated     8i  Oct. 
Sidney  Cove,  Port  Jackson,  Sept.  8,  1798. 

Dear  Father,  Botany  Bay. 

An  opportunity  now  offers  by  the  sailing  of  the  Barwell  The  market 
for  China  of  informing  you  I  am  still  amongst  the  living.  By  **  ^  "*** 
my  last  letter  I  informed  you  of  my  having  laid  in  an  investment 
at  the  Cape  for  this  place.  The  market  at  present  is  very  bad. 
The  Barwell  having  brought  a  large  cargo  from  England,  a  vessel 
of  300  tons  lately  having  arrived  from  Bengal,  and  an  American 
vessel  from  the  Mauritius,  with  a  cargo  of  tobacco  and  spirits. 
These  vessels  have  drained  the  place  of  all  the  cash.  They  are, 
however,  all  on  the  point  of  sailing,  so  that  we  shall  shortly  be 
able  to  make  our  own  markets ;  at  least  till  the  corn-bills  begin 
to  float  again  :  this  you  will  want  an  explanation  of. 

The  farmers  who  raise  com,  pork,   ike,  deliver  it   into  the  Method  of 
Government  storehouses,  and  receive  a  promissory-note  for  the  p*>'™«*^^- 
amount  of  each  delivery;!  these  notes  circulate  till  they  fall  into  Currency  of 
the  hands  of  the  officers  and  other  traders  (for  an  officer  in  this  kee^n* 
5th  division  of  the  Globe  is  nothing  more  than  a  dealer) ;  these  feceipt«- 
people  pay  them  again  to  the  captains  and  officers  of  the  ships 
who  bring  investments,  who  carry  these  bills  to  the  Commissary, 
who  gives  them  bills  upon  the  Treasury  for  the  whole  amount. 
Those  bills  are  seldom  paid  till  about  six  months  after  they  are 
presented,  and  if  carried  anywhere  else,  viz.,  to  China,  Bengal, 
<fec.,  they  lose  30  per  cent  of  their  value ;  so  that  a  merchant 
ought  to  be  well  paid  for  bringing  his  merchandise  to  this  port  ; 
and,  candidly  speaking,  he  generally  is.    The  Paymaster's  bills  are 
better,  being  paid  as  soon  as  due. 

You  would  be  surprised  at  the  amazing  fertility  of  some  parts  FerUlity  of 
of  the  country.    There  are  many  farms  at  this  present  moment  ^®  *®"- 

♦  Reprinted  from  St.  Jamfifs  Chronicle  of  3l8t  October,  1799. 

t  The  Duke  of  Portland,  in  hisletler  of  5th  Novomber,  1799,  censured  Hunter  for  allowing 
the  Commissary  to  issue  these  notes.— Post,  p.  784. 
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1799 

15  Nov. 
A  BhipboUd- 


Limiting 
their 


A  fishing* 
boat 


With  respect  to  the  vessel  which  I  had  pennitted  them  to  bnikL, 
and  to  complete  which  they  were  assisted  with  materials  oot  of 
the  public  store  by  my  direction,  to  compensate  them  for  a  boat 
they  had  unfortunately  lost,  I  allowed  them  to  send  her  with  a 
small  venture  they  had  for  Norfolk  Island,  but  being  restricted  by 
my  instructions  in  the  building  of  vessels  which  might  be  capable 
of  infringing  on  the  charter  of  the  East  India  Company,  and  having 
reason  to  suspect  that  they  wish'd  to  make  a  run  to  China  with 
her,  I  determin'd  to  limit  them  by  the  indos'd  certificate,'*^  which  I 
opcmtioniL  <^nceiv'd  quite  sufficient  for  their  protection  from  that  danger  he 
has  been  desireous  of  making  his  friends  believe  they  were  in,  for 
want  of  a  regular  register,  and  with  which  certificate  they  were 
perfectly  satisfied,  and  admitted  it  was  a  sufficient  protection. 
Your  Grace  will  judge  from  this  circumstance  the  credit  dae  to 
such  a  character. 

Their  former  boat — ^if  he  wishes  to  allude  to  her — I  have  to 
observe  that  she  was  built  intirely  for  fishing  along  this  coast,  and 
required  no  other  mark,  distinction,  or  authority  than  any  other 
built  for  such  purpose.  Had  they  requir'd  a  oert^cate  they  might 
have  had  one;  but  as  the  escape  of  convicts  was  at  that  time  but 
too  frequent,  I  was  in  doubt  whether  such  a  boat,  so  authoris'd, 
might  not  have  too  well  answered  that  end. 

His  ideas  upon  discoverys  and  examination  of  coasts,  dbc. — ^The 
ignorance  of  the  man  upon  such  subject  renders  all  he  says  un- 
worthy notice ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  your  Grace  does  not  e^)ect 
that  I  shou'd  condescend  to  put  my  nautical  judgment  and 
experience  in  competition  with  such  superficial  pretender. 

The  trade  he  speaks  of  and  the  hucksters  he  has  mentioned,  I 
apprehend,  my  Lord,  upon  that  subject  it  is  not  necessary  I  shou'd 
add  anything  in  this  letter.  I  have  already  written  pretty  fully, 
and  to  that  correspondence  I  must  beg  to  refer  your  Grace.  I  have 
also  taken  the  liberty  of  mentioning  in  what  way  we  might  get  the 
better  of  the  poverty  and  beggary  it  occasions.  I  will  not,  my 
Lord,  presume  to  suggest  what  are  the  most  effectual  steps  to  be 
pursued  for  obtaining  that  correct  and  impartial  statement  of  the 
degree  to  which  the  monopolys  and  other  malversations  complained 
of  have  been  carried,  and  who  the  persons  are  who  have  been  oon- 
cem'd  in  them.  Your  Grace  will  clearly  discover  that  such  enquiry 
will  be  most  effectually  made  by  disinterested  persons,  unconnected 
with  the  partys  accus'd  as  well  as  those  who  complain. 

I  have  no  desire  to  detain  your  Grace  a  moment  longer  than 
may  be  necessary,  but  you  will  permit  me,  my  Lord,  to  say  that 
the  situation  I  have  the  honor  to  fill  under  your  Grace's  immediate 
authority  and  direction  obliges  me  to  claim,  from  that  justice  for 
which  your  Grace  is  so  eminently  distinguish'd,  that  protection  for 
my  character  which  an  officer  serving  at  so  great  a  distanoe  may 

*  This  oertiflcate  is  missing. 


Examina- 
tion of  the 
coast. 


Tiading 
abuses. 


Their  extent 
and  origin. 


Hunter 
claims 
Portland's 
protection. 
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The  London  Missionary  Society  to  Governor  Hunter.  1799 

Sir,  October,  1799.  Oct 

Whereas  several  individuals  sent  out  to  the  South  Sea  Removal  of 
Islajids  by  the  London  Missionary  Society,  with  a  view  to  intro-  trc^       ** 
duce  among  the  natives  the  principles  of  the  Christian  religion  otahdte  to 
and  of  civilization,  have  removed  from  Otaheite  to  New  South 
"Wales,  we  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  in  the  letter 
which  our  Society  are  sending  them  by  this  opportunity  we  express 
to  them  our  expectation  that  they  will  be  disposed  to  embrace  any 
occasion  which  may  offer  to  promote  these  objects  in  the  situation 
wherein  they  are  now  placed,  or  in  any  other  which  may  present  a 
favourable  opening  for  attempting  the  improvement  and  instruc- 
tion of  the  uncivilized  part  of  mankind ;  and  presuming  that  in 
order  to  carry  such  an  object  into  effect  it  may  require  some 
pecuniary  assistance,  we  have  informed  them  that  we  have  re- 
quested and  authorized  your  Excellency  to  draw  on  our  Treasurer  Hunter 
(the  undersigned)  for  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds,  which  is  to  JJ^^vSto 
be  considered  as  a  fund  not  applicable  to  their  private  purposes,  them  £200. 
except  there  should  be  some  very  urgent  occasion  for  it,  but  for 
the  purposes  of  the  conversion  and  civilization  of  the  heathen. 
The  brethren  are  to  unite  in  their  application  for  this  money,  and 
state  to  your  Excellency  the  occasion  on  which  tliey  are  desirous 
of  its  appropriation.     The  regard  which  you  feel  for  the  welfare 
and  improvement  of  the  human  race  will,  we  trust,  be  an  efficacious 
apology  in  our  behalf  for  the  freedom  we  now  take. 
By  order  of  the  Directors  of  the  Missionary  Society. 

I  have,  &c., 

Joseph  Hardcastle, 
Treasurer  to  the  Missionary  Society. 

[Extracts.] 

The  London  Missionary  Society  to  The  Missionaries  at 

Sydney. 

The  colony  in  which  you  now  reside  is  rapidly  encreasing  in  New  South 

population,  and  from  its  peculiar  construction  presents  an  inviting  miMlonaiy 

opening  for  evangelical  labours.     You  are  connected  with  a  state  field. 

of  society  peculiarly  depraved,  but  yet  so  circumstanced  as  to 

render  the  Gospel  more  especially  seasonable  and  suitable  to  them, 

and  you  will  seriously  consider  by  what  plan  of  proceeding  your 

residence  among  them  can  promote  the  most  extensive  good. 
♦  ♦*#*♦* 

There  is  one  branch  of  duty,  however,  of  peculiar  importance  for  Education  of 
the  discharge  of  which  we  hope  most  of  you  are  qualified,  and  *J>«y<»»"i^« 
which  is  equally  incumbent  on  the  preacher  and  on  the  lay  brother; 
we  refer  to  the  education  and  religious  instruction  of  the  children 
both  of  the  convicts  and  the  poor  colonists  and  of  as  many  of  the 
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1790      into  an  unguarded  manner  of  expressing  myself,  I  tniat  that  the 
'    16  Nov,     feelings  of  your  Grace's  own  impartial  and  upright  mind  will 
allow  for  and  pardon  it**^  I  have,  &c., 

JnO.  HtTNTER- 

^e  military  p,g, — ^xhe  military  officers  have  applied  to  me  for  an  investiga- 
apply  for  an  tion  of  their  conduct  with  respect  to  the  charges  exhibited  against 
UonT*^  them  in  the  anonimous  letter  already  mentioned.  Your  Grace  will 
judge  how  far  it  will  be  possible  for  me  to  enter  with  effect  into 
such  an  investigation.  In  the  present  state  of  the  trading  interests 
in  this  colony  it  wou'd  require  the  attention  of  men  unknown  to 
and  unconnected  with  any  of  the  partycf  accused. 


Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  Under  Secretary  King. 

17  Nov.         Sir,  17th  November,  1799. 

The  deten-  ^^  i^  now  fifteen  months  since  the  Porpoise  ought  to  h&ve 

tion  of  the     sailed  for  N.  S.  Wales.     This  detention  has  bein  occasioned  by  the 

PonM)iflC 

necessity  of  the  ship  undergoing  a  great  alteration  to  make  her  at 
all  fit  to  go  to  sea,  and  when  the  attempt  was  made  obliged  to  re- 
turn with  the  loss  of  her  rudder  and  her  unfitness  to  proceed,  in 
consequence  of  which  she  has  been  deemed  unfit  for  that  service, 
Consequent  and  another  vessel  is  preparing  to  replace  her.     The  consequence 
i^is^bie     ^^  ^^^  ^^^S  detention  has  been  the  total  ruin  of  every  perishable 
ifowiS'  article  put  on  board  the  Porpoise  ever  since  August,  1798,  by  those 

going  passengers,  owing  to  the  wetness  of  the  ship  and  other  causes, 
exclusive  of  the  consumption  of  those  articles  designed  for  their  com- 
fort and  to  prevent  the  scurvy  during  so  long  a  voyage. 

Edward  Wise,  who  was  engaged  by  me,  whose  agreement  you  are 
possessed  of  (it  being  approved  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland), 
Salary  of  a    was  to  receive  the  salary  of  £80  a  year  from  his  embarkation  (the 
Sww!°°*^  2nd  October,  1798),  until  a  progress  was  made  in  manufacturing 
linen,  Ac,  which  salary  I  was  to  pay  him,  as  appears  by  the  agree- 
ment.    In  consequence  of  the  distresses  he  has  experienced  from 
the  causes  I  have  already  mentioned  he  has  made  the  application 
contained  in  the  inclosure,t  and  as  I  passed  my  word  with  a  trades- 
man to  furnish  Edward  Wise  with  articles  for  his  outfit  in  October, 
Advances  by  1798,  to  the  amount  of  £30,  and  being  responsible  for  that  amount, 
King.  J  iiave  drawn  for  the  sum  of  £80,  on  his  Majesty's  Treasury,  being 

his  year's  salary  ending  the  2nd  of  October  last.  The  bill  is  drawn 
in  favour  of  Edward  Wise's  agent,  who  I  have  instructed  to  pay 
the  tradesman  the  £30  for  his  first  outfit.  I  have  enclosed  Edward 
Wise's  receipt  for  his  year's  salary.  I  am,  <kc., 

P.  G.  King. 

*  Before  Hunter  had  penned  this  letter  in  defence  of  hi>  administration  the  Duke  of 
Portland  had  siioicd  the  despatch  of  6th  November,  1790,  recalling  him. — Ante,  p.  7SS. 

t  Wise  applied  for  one  year's  salary,  dating  from  his  embarkation,  2nd  October,  1796.  Tia^ 
request  of  Lieutcnant-OoveTnor  Kinjf  was  granted.  Wise  did  not  live  to  reach  New  South 
Wales  ;  he  was  drowned  at  sea  during  his  i)assage  vrith  King  in  the  Specdj. 


BXPENSES  INCUBBED  BY  HISSIONAEIES.  733 

here  anticipate,  and  which  may  occasion  an  expence  which  you       1709 
may  not  be  able  conveniently  to  sustain,  we  think  it  right  to        Qct. 
authorize  the  Governor  of  the  colony  in  such  a  case  to  draw  upon       — - 
our  Treasurer  as  much  as  may  be  requisite,  not  exceeding  the  draw  upon 
sum  of  two  hundred  pounds.     This  you  will  consider  as  a  fund  ^vernor. 
lodged  with  him  for  evangelical  purposes,  and  not  applicable  to 
private  or  individual  convenience,  except   in   a  case  of  great 
urgency.     The   request   to  be   made   to  the  Governor  on  this 
occasion  must  be  sanctioned  by  the  whole  Ixxly  of  the  brethren, 
or  as  many  of  them  as  may  continue  to  reside  in  New  Holland  at 
any  of  our  present  settlements. 


The  Duke  op  Portland  to  Governor  Hunter. 
Sir,  Whitehall,  5th  November,  1799.  ^^ov^ 

I  have  laid  before  the  King  your  letters  of  the  dates  and  Hunttr's 
numbers  mentioned  in  the  margin.*  e«p«tc  es. 

Before  I  enter  into  the  particulars  of  those  dispatches  I  must  No  returns 
observe  to  you  that  the  last  general  return  which  you  have  trans- 
mitted  me  from  the  settlement  is  as  far  back  as  the  3 1st  of  August, . 
1796,  .and  I  must  remind  you  that,  besides  the  general  return  of 
th«  whole  settlement  and  of  the  returns  in  store  in  the  usual 
form,  you  are  instructed  to  send  returns  of  all  other  articles  in 
store,  with  a  list  of  such  as  are  or  will  be  at  a  certain  period  more 
particularly  wanted,  instead  of  attending  to  which  regular  mode 
of  proceeding  you  have  left  it  to  be  gathered  and  collected  as  it 
could  from  detached  parts  of  your  correspondence  what  was  the 
state  of  the  settlement  in  regard  to  supplies  of  every  description. 

Your  letter  No.  33 1  states  the  arrival  of  the  Barwell  "with  a  stores 
few  stores,"  and  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  my  letter  of  the  31st  iP'Th'^'^ 
of  August,  1797.      Upon  examination  of  the  lists  and  bills  of  Harwell, 
loading  inclosed  in  that  letter,  and  upon  a  comparison  being  made 
of  them  with  the  stores  brought  over  by  the  Barwell  (which  it 
was  your  duty  to  have  done),  you  could  not  but  have  seen  that 
they  included,  amongst  a  great  variety  of  others,  every  one  of  the 
particular  articles  which  in  No.  33  you  state  the  settlement  to  be 
most  in  need  of,  the  value  of  all  which  you  would  also  have  found 
amounted  to  £2,251  10s.  7d.  prime  cost,  exclusive  of  thirty  tons 
of  steel  and  iron,  of  which  the  last-mentioned  article  made  the 

principal  part.  ...       Bills  dra^-n 

You  inform  me  that  part  of  the  expences  for  discharging,  which  for  expenses 
you  drew  bills  on  your  first  arrival  at  the  settlement,  were  incurred  piedJ^aeor. 

*^1798.— lOth  January,  No.  30.  ante,  p.  343;  16th  Februar>%  No.  31,  ante,  pu  856;  1st 
March,  separate,  ante,  p.  363 ;  2nd  March,  No.  32,  ante,  p.  366 ;  25th  May,  No.  38,  ante, 
p.  385 :  1st  July,  No.  34,  ante,  p.  40S ;  25th  July,  separate  and  particular,  ante,  p.  418 ; 
aoth  Au{nist,  No.  35,  ante,  p.  448  ;  20th  Aufnxst,  Mo.  38,  ante,  p.  449;  7th  September^  No. 
37,  ante,  p.  47(t ;  26th  September,  ante,  p.  482. 

t  Ante,  p.  385. 
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Statement  of  work  executed  at  the  different  Settlements  during 

the  year  1799. 


Mm  Employed. 


Woric  Ezflcuted. 


At  Sydket. 
Nineteen    carpenters,,  Made  brick  and  tfle  moolda,  tables,  kc.,  fta. 


wheelwrights,     barrow- 
makers,  and  labourers. 


T  wen  ty -seven  shipwrights, 
caulkers,  boat-builders, 
labourers  and  watchmen 
in  the  dockyard. 


Seven  taylors 


for  a  second  gang  of  brick-maken;  14 
tables,  24  cedar  and  12  maho^^y  chairs,  S 
doors,  4  writinff-desks,  1  dnpstone-atand, 
1  washinc-stand  for  Mrs.  Dore ;  framed  a 
roof  100  leet  long  by  18  wide  ;  made  doors, 
shutters,  &c.,  for  anew  military  bansck: 
repaired  the  inside  of  Lientt. -Colonel  Pat- 
terson's house,  put  up  cupboards,  shelves, 
bedsteads,  &c.,  in  it ;  fitted  up  a  house  for 
Major  Fovaux  with  cupboards,  shelves,  kc ; 
repaired  the  houses  of  Ensigns  Moore  and 
Mandrell ;  made  160  yokes  for  oxen ;  nailed 
in  a  yard  for  the  working  oxen  ;  rep  d  the 
gun-carriages  at  the  fort ;  4  men  constantly 
makeinff  and  repairing  spinning-wheels^ 
weaverr  looms,  ftc. ;  made  5  carts,  1  timber 
carriage,  1  dray  for  carrying  atone,  3,012 
ax,  hoe,  and  spade  handles ;  pailed  in  a  large 
garden  for  Ensign  Bayly;  took  down  the 
materials  of  the  old  mill,  that  was  woriced 
by  men,  to  forward  the  building  of  the 
windmill;  made  156  wheel  and  20  hand 
barrows. 

Rep*d  all  the  boats  in  the  service  of  Gov't,  and 
made  oars  for  them;  15  men  constantly 
building  the  brig  and  Cumberland :  built  a 
boat  for  Mr.  Balmain ;  caulked  his  M.  ships 
Reliance  and  Supply ;  made  a  topsail  yard 
for  and  lent  5  men  to  assist  the  rep^  and 
caulking  H.  M.  ship  Buffalo ;  3  men  30  days 
fittinff  up  cabins,  makeing  coops,  &c,  on 
board  the  Britannia ;  fixed  a  crane  on  board 
H  M.  shi]^  the  Supply  and  repaired  her 
boat ;  repaired  Mr.  Williamson %,  the  hos- 
pital, and  South  Head  boats ;  one  man  ^e 
whole  of  the  year  employed  by  Mr.  Dore. 

Made  517  pairs  of  trowsers,  63  coats,  302  jack- 
ets, 65  pair  of  breeches,  72  waistcoats,  1 
suit  of  sails  for  the  windmill,  308  bags  for 
wheat  and  68  do.  for  charooaL 


.1 


Thirty -three    brick    and]  Built  an  oven,  plaistered  and  whitewashed  a 
stone  layers,  plaisterers,-  house  for  Mr.  Balmain ;  paved  the  kitchens 

and  labourers.  '  and  yards  at  Doctor  lliompson  and  Went- 

worth's  houses ;  laid  the  foundation  of  a 
new  goal ;  rep'd  and  whitewashed  the  car- 


Jl  public  store,  735 

As  you  represent  the  utility  which  would  be  derived  to  the      1799 
settlement  from  the  establishment  of  a  public  store  under  the     5  Nov. 
direction  of  Government  for  the  retail  sale  of  various  articles,  I  .    Tjr 
know  not  how  to  account  for  your  not  having  adverted  to  the  store. 
/iirections  which  were  transmitted  to  you  for  that  very  purpose 
in  my  letter  of  the  Slst  August,  1797,*  by  which  you  would  have 
found  that  you  were  directed  to  receive  the  value  of  the  articles 
to  be  sent  from  hence  in  grain  and  live  stock  from  the  settlers 
and  others  purchasing  the  same,  as  that  letter  must  have  been  in 
your  possession  at  the  time  of  your  writing. 

You  mention  your  having  erected  a  few  redoubts  and  having  Arms  and 
repaired  a  battery,  but  that  you  are  in  want  of  small  arms,  ammu-  tiU"!""' 
nition,  drc.     These  articles,  with  four  cannon,  have  been  sent  to 
you  by  the  Walker,  South  Sea  whaler. 

It  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  necessary  to  appoint  any  other  An  engineer, 
engineer  than  such  officer  as,  upon  communication  with  Colonel 
Patterson,  shall  be  judged  most  competent  to  that  service. 

You  state  that  there  is  a  sufficiency  of  salt  provisions  in  the 
colony  to  last  till  the  spring  of  this  year,  in  addition  to  which 
upwards  of  700,000  lb.  weight  of  salt  provisions  have  been  sent 
to  the  settlement. 

You  also  gave  it  as  your  opinion!  that  if  proper  salt-pans,  salt-  Arrange- 
petre,  and  coarse  sugar  were  sent  to  Norfolk  Island  it  would  be  J^Jting'pork. 
able  to  supply  New  South  Wales  with  a  quantity  of  salt  pork. 
As  for  salt-pans,  you  should  not  be  ignorant  that  they  were  long 
since  sent  to  New  South  Wales,  and  it  must  have  depended  upon 
yourself  by  proper  application  to  have  been  supplied  with  siilt- 
petre  by  means  of  the  vessels  which  have  resorted  to  you  from 
the  East  Indies.  At  all  events,  therefore,  as  I  have  heretofore 
observed,  the  experiment  of  salting  pork  in  Norfolk  Island  ought 
long  since  to  have  been  made,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  would  have 
succeeded,  and  will  succeed  perfectly  well  without  the  article  of 
brown  sugar. 

The  additional  allowance  required  by  Mr.  Balmain  of  5s.  per  Aiio^i-ance 
diem  for  attending  the  sick  sailors  in  the  hospital,  in  lieu  of  1 3s.  surgeon. 
4d.  now  allowed  for  every  cure,  is  a  matter  of  arrangement  which 
must  be  made  with  the  Navy  Board  or  Admiralty,  and  cannot  be 
included  in  the  estimate  for  New  South  Wales. 

In  consequence  of  the  requisition  you  have  transmitted  for  Hoepital 
medical  and  hospital  stores,  I  have  directed  the  articles  specified     '*** 
in  the  inclosed  list  to  be  sent  by  the  Speedy.  J 

I  have  examined  the  statement  you  have  transmitted  of  the  Expenses  of 
expences  incurred  in  New  South  Wales  and  Norfolk  Island — the  ^orfSk*"^ 
first  for  one  year  and  ten  months,  ending  the  30th  June,  1798,  island, 
amounting  to  £34,822  Is.  4d. ;  and  the  latter  for  a  year  and  a  half, 
amounting  to  £9,669  Os.  6d.     According  to  this  calculation,  the 
expences  incurred  in  New  South  Wales  for  the  time  stated  are  at 

*  Ante,  p.  297.  t  Ante,  p.  409.  %  The  list  of  articles  is  missing. 
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31  Dec 


Statement  of  work  executed,  kc.—-eonUntisd, 


Men  Employed* 


Work  Execatod. 


Nine  sawyers        

One  ropemaker  and  one 
assistant. 

Twenty-four  men  making 
bricks. 

Six  men 

One  overseer  and  twelve 
men  to  two  timber-car- 
riages. 

One  overseer  and  ten  men 
to  four  carts. 

Three  men  splitt'g  shingles 

Three  men  splitt'g  laths . . . 

Three  barbers       

One    sadler  and  harness 

maker. 
One  bellman         

One  bookbinder 

One  sexton 

One  miller  and  one  assist*! 

Two  overseers  and  twenty- 
four  men. 


Two    basket     and    sieve 

makers. 
One  coxswain   and   eight 

men. 
One    coxswain   and   four 

men. 

One  master  and  five  men 


One     gardincr    and    two 

labourers. 

One  watchmaker 

One  executioner  and  one 

assistant. 
Thirty-six  constables  and 

watchmen. 

One  printer  

One  millwright    

One  master  and  eleven  men 


Cutting  plank  for  the  brig  and  Cumberland,  in 
the  dockyard  ;  boards,  rafters,  &&,  for  the 
several  buildings. 

Makeing  cordage  for  various  uses  out  of  curry- 
jong. 

Made  12,000  bricks  p.  week. 

Made  .3,000  tiles  p.  week. 

Bringing  in  timber  to  the  saw-pitts,  dock-yard, 

AC. 

Bringing  bricks  to  the  several  buildings,  grain 
to  the  store,  &c.,  &c. 

Split  2,000  p.  week. 

Split  2,000  p.  week. 

Shaveing  all  the  servants  of  Goverment. 

Makeing  and  repairing  harness,  collars,  &c.,  &c. 

Giveing  publick  notices,  &c. 

Binding  books  for  the  Commissary's  Office,  &c., 

&c. 
Tolling  the  bell,  digging  graves,  &c. ,  ftc 

Attending  the  windmill,  grinding  wheat  for  ye 
store. 

Cutting  posts,  rails,  and  rafters,  splitting  pail- 
ing,  unloading  ships,  longboats,  and  rep*g 
the  roads ;  stowing  the  stores ;  takemg 
care  of  Gov't  cattle  in  the  country  and  at 
Sydney. 

Makeing  and  repairing  baskets  and  sieves. 

Belonging  to  his  Excellency  the  Govemer's 
boat. 

In  the  longboats  carrying  provissions  to  Para- 
matta, and  bringing  grain,  boards,  &c., 
from  thence. 

In  the  Norfolk,  sloop,  carrying  provissions,  &c, 
&c.,  to  the  Hawkesbury,  and  bringing 
grain,  cedar,  &c. ,  from  thence. 

Emp  d  at  the  garden  belonging  to  Government 
House. 

Repairing  and  keeping  in  order  watches,  &c. 

N.B. — He  being  a  free  man,  had  two  men 
allowed  to  his  farm  for  his  services. 

At  Sydney,  the  brickfields,  and  all  the  adjoin- 
ing districts. 

Printing  publick  orders,  notices,  &&,  &c. 

A  disabled  man,  superintending  the  building  of 
the  new  w'dmiiL 

In  H.M.  schooner  the  Francis. 


NORFOLK  ISLAND.  737 

under  the  necessity  of  calling  upon  you  to  consult  tlie  instructions       1799 
you  received  from  his  Majesty,  and  to  remind  you  of  the  direc-      5  nqv. 
tions  which  have  been  repeatedly  given  relative  to  the  restrictions 
under  which  such  spirits  as  are  admitted  into  the  colony  are  to 
be  disposed  of. 

I  have  laid  before  his  Royal  Highness  the  Commander-in-Chief  The  resigna. 
your  report  of  the  conduct  of  the  late  Ensign  Bond,  wliose  resig-  Ensign 
nation*  should  not  have  been  accepted,  as  it  was  evidently  given  ^""• 
in  with  a  view  to  defeat  his  being  tried  by  a  Court-martial.     As 
the  case  now  stands,  he  must  be  sent  home  by  the  very  first 
opportunity. 

On  the  subject  of  Norfolk  Island,  and  of  Captain  Townson*s  Captain 
conduct  in  the  capacity  of  Lieut. -Gk)vernor  of  it,t  there  can  be  no  uJStenan" 
doubt  that  it  is  his  duty  to  communicate  with  you  directly,  as  ^SrfSk*'  ^^ 
often  as  opportunities  offer  for  his  so  doing  ;  at  the  same  time  it  island, 
is  no  less  his  duty,  in  consequence  of  the  unavoidable  separation 
between  you  and  him,  to  omit  no  opportunity  of  transmitting 
information  to  his  Majesty's  Government  whenever  he  is  so  for- 
tunate as  to  obtain  a  conveyance  for  it  by  means  of  any  vessel 
which  sails  from  Norfolk  Island  without  intending  to  touch  after- 
wards at  Port  Jackson. 

With  respect  to  the  island  itself,  I  am  sorry  to  be  under  the  state  of 
necessity  of  observing  that  it  appears  from  Captain  Townson's  ^^^^ 
account  to  have  been  left  for  a  considerable  length  of  time  without 
receiving  that  assistance  from  you  which  he  had  represented  the 
island  to  stand  in  need  of.  Indeed,  it  appears  from  Captain 
Townson's  letter  to  me  of  the  9th  of  May,  1798,  to  have  been 
reduced  to  that  state  of  extremity  which  you  can  only  be  justified 
in  having  suffered  by  the  absolute  impossibility  of  relie^dng  it 
from  New  South  Wales,  a  case  of  which  it  is  very  difficult  to 
suppose  the  existence. 

Captain  Townson  observes  that  from  an  oversight  in  the  Judge-  Pardoned 
Advocate,  who  had  not  properly  explained  the  Patent  earlier,  nine  ^^^^° 
persons,  who  had  been  capitally  convicted,  have  received  condi- 
tional pardons  from  himself  and  Governor  King.  He  also  very 
properly  observes  on  the  dreadful  state  of  suspense  which  those 
people  must  have  suifered  from  the  uncertainty  of  their  fate  for 
two  years.  As  I  have  not  their  names,  I  cannot  obtain  a  pardon 
for  them  under  his  Majesty's  sign-manual;  but  they  should  be 
forthwith  assured  of  receiving  the  Royal  mercy  as  soon  as  I  can 
be  furnished  with  a  list  of  them. 

With  respect  to  the  comparative  degree  of  expence  incurred  at  Compar- 
New  South  Wales  and  Norfolk  Island,  it  certainly  appears,  from  expense  of 
the  concise  statement  you  have  given  of  it,  that  that  of  Norfolk  f?^^)^ 
Island  has  exceeded  that  of  New  South  Wales  nearly  in  the  pro-  New  south 
portion  of  two  to  one  in  the  course  of  the  period  for  which  you  ^^^ 

*  Ante,  p.  4S4.  t  Ante,  pp.  448,  449L 
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Statement  of  wo^  exeeated,  dec. — eonUmted, 


Hen  Employed. 


Wofk  Bxecuted. 


Three  Bhoemakera 

One  wemwmr  end   two  m- 


Tweil  ve  meD  Biakeiiig  biicikB 

Six  men,  with  oxbd,  to  2 

timber-oftrriagea. 

SVnir  nAn,  witii  oxen,  to 
two  carte 


Twofaorben 
Two  bakers 
One  man  and 
One 


CSghteenmen 

Eight 


One     do    ...        •^ 

One    do     ...        ...        ... 

Eighteen   conatablee    and 
watdimen. 


Made  208  pair  of  shoes ;  soaled  180,  and  re- 
paired 389  da 
Weaving  oloath,  teadiiitg  the  wonfltt  to  spm. 

Made  6,000  bncks  p.  week. 

Bringing  boards,  oc,  from  the  saw-pitta  to 

the  several  bnildings  ;  timber  to  the  nev- 

erectivg  water-mill,  &c. 
Bringing  wood  to  the   barracks   and   guard- 

honaes,   bricks  to   the  several  bnildinp, 

grain  to  the  store,  and  to  the  wharf  for 

djrdney. 
Shavemg  all  the  servants  of  Groverment. 
Bakeing  for  do. 

At  the  garden  belonging  to  Goverment  House. 
Att*g  to  ring  the  bell  that  assembles  the  people 

to  work. 
Takeinff  oare  of  Govennent  cattle. 
Old  and  feeble  ;  takong  oace  of  hntts  when  the 

people  are  at  work. 
Made  6  doaen  of  brooms  p.  week. 
Makeing  and  repairing  sieves  and  baskets. 
At  Paramatta,  the  North  Boundaries,  and  the 

adjaoent  districts. 


Se\^enty-8ix  men  ... 


One  barber... 
-One  dutteher 
•One  miller ... 


Four  men  ... 

•One  shoemaker 
Onetaylor ... 
One  man     ... 

Eight  constables 


One 
Four 


do 
do 


At  Tookoabbxr. 

Repaired,  pbostered,  and  whitewashed  all  the 
Gov't  bonses;  lMx>ke  up  450  acres  of  ground 
and  sowed  it  with  900  bushels  of  wheat, 
50  aerea  of  ground,  and  sowed  it  with 
maiae ;  26  men  threshing  wheat,  basking 
and  honasing  maise,  &c. 

Shaveing  tiie  aervants  of  Govermenl 

Thatching  hntts,  wheat-stacks,  &c. 

In  charge  of  the  steel  mills. 

In  chaive  of  Goverment  cattle. 

Old  and  feeUe  ;  takeing  care  of  the  butts  when 
the  people  is  at  work. 

Retailing  raoes,  ftc.,  ftc 

Repairing  jadketa,  trowsers,  &c.,  &c. 

Getting  wood  for  the  guard-house. 

In  charge  of  the  bams,  wheat-stacks,  grmnary, 
store,  keeling  tibe  peace,  ftc,  ftic. 

At  Georae's  River. 

At  the  Uawkesbury, 


.Jko.  Hukteb 


PLANTS  FOR  NEW  SOUTH  WALES.  739 

her  oat  I  am  told  is  a  very  good  seaman,  but  no  artist  beyond  the  1799 
old  trot.  I  have  wrote  to  Cayley  by  this  post  to  come  down,  that  g  ^ov, 
he  may  not  be  left  behind. 

The  garden  on  board  the  old  Porpoise  is  in  very  good  condition,  Thriving 
and  nothing  injured  but  some  of  the  herbs,  which  are  dead.     It  is  tho  pUnta^ 
to  be  placed  between  the  mainmast  and  mizenmast  of  the  new  ^  ^^® 
ship,  and  as  most  of  the  things  are  in  that  state  that  no  damage  will 
attend  their  removal,  I  still  hope  they  will  get  out,  that  the  colony 
may  not  entirely  lose  the  advantages  to  be  looked  for  by  so  valu- 
able a  present.     The  wire  shutters,  which  are  a  great  preservative 
against  mischievous  fingers,  &c.,  are  all  broke,  owing  to  the  effect 
of  tlie  sea  air  on  the  wire.     I  am  told  there  is  a  ductile  kind  of 
brass  wire  drawn,  which  would  answer  the  purpose  better  than  the 
present,  which  is  now  all  in  pieces. 

I  very  sensibly  feel  your  kind  intention  towards  my  son,  who  I  The  eduoa- 
have  got  nominated  thro'  my  friend,  Mr.  Nepean,  as  one  of  the  Kinj^Bson. 
candidates  for  the  Academy,  on  which  list  he  now  stands  the  18th. 
It  was  my  intention  to  have  taken  him  out  and  seut  him  home 
again,  which  I  have  been  dissauded  from,  and  have  placed  him 
under  the  tuition  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Burford,  at  Stratford,  in  Essex, 
where  he  will  remain  until  his  age  will  render  him  admissable  at 
the  Academy,  which  cannot  be  these  four  years,  about  which  time  I 
shall  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  your  kind  assistance  in  finishing 
the  business.  As  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  writing  again  before 
my  final  departure,  I  beg  to  assure  you  of  the  respectful  attach- 
ment Avith  which  »        I  am,  ifec, 

Philip  Gidley  King. 

G.  SuTTOR  TO  Sir  Joseph  Banks.     (Banks  Papers.) 

H.M.S.  ship  Porpoise, 
Sir,  Portsmouth,  8  November,  1799. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  writing  to  you  an  account  of  the  state  Condition  of 
of  the  garden  on  board  the  Porpoise.  '***  pi»nta. 

I  am  happy  to  stiy  the  vines,  hops,  apples,  pears,  plums,  olives, 
caribs,  camphor,  lemon  grass,  mulberrys,  walnetres,  Spanish  chest- 
newts,  filberts,  quinces,  two  nectrines,  two  peaches,  and  strawberry 
are  in  a  healthy  state.  Those  that  have  failed  are  two  peaches,  two 
nectrines,  willows,  raspberrys,  cactis,  and  ginger.  Of  herbs  we 
have  only  mint,  lavender,  and  taragin.  Those  that  have  failed 
are  sage,  savoury  laurel,  camomile,  heyrup,  and  wormwood.  I 
beg  leave  to  mention  the  two  sacks  of  hemp  seed,  one  of  the  sacks 
being  much  rotten.  I  am  affraid  neither  of  them  will  serve  to  the 
Cape. 

I  am  happy  to  hear  that  you,  sir,  enjoy  a  good  state  of  health. 
That  you  may  long  continue  to  enjoy  it  is  the  sincere  wish  of,  sir, 

Yours,  ike, 

G.  SUTTOR. 
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convenient  to  Government  to  order  a  silver  coinage  for  this  country,       1799 
were  it  not  more  than  half  or  two-thirds  of  the  intrinsic  value  of     lo  Nov. 
what  it  might  pass  here  for,  so  as  to  render  the  loss  considerable      . — 
to  any  who  might  attempt  to  carry  it  away,  it  wou'd  be  felt  a  vast  coinage 
advantage,  and  wou*d  effectually  prevent  those  forgerys  to  which  '^'**"*^ 
a  paper  currency  subjects  or  exposes  us. 

I  have,  (kc, 
Jno.  Hunter. 

The  Southern  Whale-fishery.* 

London,  8th  and  9th  November.         isNov. 
The  coast  of  New  South  Wales  abounds  with  the  spermaceti  The  whale- 
whale,  and  the  following  vessels  from  London  had  early  in  this  ^Wieriee. 
year  arrived  at  Port  Jackson,  to  be  employed  in  the  fishery,  viz. : 
The  Sally,  Bligh,  Cornwall,  Swain,  Pomona,  Clark,  Diana,  Lock, 
and  Britannia. 

This  fishery  was  attempted  soon  after  the  establishment  of  the  The  fishing 
colony  at  Botany  Bay,  but  it  was  undertaken  during  the  summer  ■*■*>"• 
months,  when  the  south-east  winds  blow  constantly  on  land,  and 
generally  with  such  violence  and  accompanied  by  so  heavy  a  sea 
^ifi  to  render  it  impracticable  to  take  a  fish  on  board.  The  present 
adventurers  sailed  at  a  season  when  the  prevailing  winds  are  from 
the  westward,  and  the  most  sanguine  expectations  are  entertained 
of  their  success. 

Immense  numbers  of  seals  have  likewise  been  discovered  on  the  Seals, 
coast  to  the  southward  of  Port  Jackson*    The  Nautilus  and  another 
«hip  are  employed  in  this  fishery. 

The  establishment  of  these  fisheries  are  particularly  oppoi'tune  south 
and  fortunate,  the  whale-fisheries  on  the  coast  of  South  America  ^SSi^^*" 
baving  suffered  severely  from  the  Spanish  cruizers,  fifteen  sail  fisheries, 
employed  in  this  trade  having  been  captured  by  the  enemy. 


Governor  Hunter  to  The  Duke  op  Portland. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
My  Lord  Duke,  15th  November,  1799.         is  Nov. 

The  ship  Walker  having  anchored  in  this  port  on  the  3rd 
instant,  by  that  arrival  Lieut.-Col.  Paterson  and  Captn.  Abbott  Arrival  of 
joined  the  regt.,  and  by  the  same  conveyance  I  had  the  honour  of  ccSonS*"^ 
receiving  dispatches  from  your  Grace.  Paterson 

It  is  not  in  my  power,  my  Lord,  to  furnish  language  sufficiently  Abbott.^ 
expressive  of  my  extreme  astonishment  and  sincere  regret  at  the 
contents  of  your  Grace's  separate  letter  of  the  26th  Feby.  last,t 
written,  I  find,  in  consequence  of  the  appearance  of  an  anonimous 
letter  J  from  this  country,  in  which  I  am  accus'd  of  conniving  at, 

•  Reprinted  from  Satmdem^it  Nem-Letier  of  ISth  November,  1799.  t  Ante,  p.  638. 

t  There  is  nothini;^  now  remaininsr  to  indicate  who  was  the  writer  of  this  anonj-mous  letter. 
Hunter  evidently  had  some  inkling,  if  not  direct  knowledgre ;  but  his  remarks  in  this  letter 
throw  but  little  light  on  the  subject.    See  also  ante,  p.  080. 
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this   expensive  country  is  small  enough,   yet,   my   Lord,  I  am       1799 
satisfied,  nor  do  I  conceive  it  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  my     15  Nov. 
office  to  endeavour  in  any  way  whatever  to  gain  more,  were  it  j.  .jT^ 
even  in  a  less  censurable  manner  than  that  which  has  been  men-  with  hi* 
tion'd.     Let  me  live  upoa  bread  and  water  with  a  pure  and  un-  ■•^y* 
polluted  conscience,  a  fair  and  respectable  character,  in  preference 
to  rolling  in  wealth  obtain'd  by  such  infamous,  such  shamefull, 
such  ignominious  means  as  this  letter-writer  alludes  to. 

I  have  no  turn  for  traffic,  my  Lord  ;  I  never  had.  But  such  an 
abominable  trade  as  he  mentions,  your  Grace,  I  hope,  may  have 
discovered  from  my  correspondence  has  ever  been  my  detestation. 

It  is  a  source  of  much  distress  to  me,  my  Lord,  to  see  occasion  Hunter's 
to  trouble  your  Grace  by  requesting  your  recurrence  to  that  cor-  ^tnlSc!" 
respondence,  to  the  most  material  parts  of  which  I  will  add  a 
reference  at  the  end  of  this  letter.  You  will  lind,  my  Lord,  that 
it  teems  with  complaints  against  the  very  conduct  which  is  the 
chief  subject  of  this  anonimous  letter.  Can  it  be  conceived,  my 
Lord,  that  a  man  possessing  common  understanding  cou'd  conmiit 
himself  of  so  much  inconsistency  ? 

I  will  here  take  the  liberty  of  mentioning  to  your  Grace  a 
circumstance  of  which  this  seditious  assassin  may  have  thought 
convenient  for  his  vile  purpose  to  take  advantage. 

Many  of  the  gentlemen  in  the  colony  having  soon  after  my  a  disbones 
arrival  been  of  opinion  that  my  principal  servant  had  got  himself  *®"'*° 
linked  into  a  society  of  infamous  characters  of  both  sexes  in  this 
place,  and  conjectured  that  robberys  of  a  very  serious  nature  were 
practising  upon  me  when  I  was  absent  upon  service  in  other  parts 
of  the  colony,  they  gave  me  information.     I  accused  this  servant 
and  deprived  him  of  his  trust  untill  I  cou'd  investigate  the  fact- 
Fear  of  detection  at  once  gave  proof  of  his  guilt,  and  he  instantly 
shot  himself  thro'  the  head.     I  then,  too  late,  discovered,  to  my  HisRuilt 
very  great  loss  and  expence,  that  those  suspicions  were  but  too  *"  '  ^*  *' 
well  founded.     It  is  highly  probable  that  the  circumstance  he  has 
mention'd  respecting  Government  House  may  have  been  artfully 
built  upon  the  above  or  some  other  of  the  many  robberys  which 
have  been  made  upon  it.     The  occasion  of  the  tragical  death  of 
this  man  was  known  to  the  whole  colony. 

What  he  observes  respecting  the  lower  orders  of  the  people  being  Purchadng 
prevented  from  delivering  their  grain  into  the  public  store,  and  ^tiereand 
that  they  are  thereby  obliged  to  sell  it  at  three  shillings  per  bushel  officers. 
to  officers  who  receive  ten  shillings  from  Government.     That  they 
are  prevented,  my  Lord,  is  not  true,  and  that  it  is  contrary  to  my 
positive  orders  that  any  such   restriction  or  distinction  shou'd 
ever  happen  is  well-known  in  the  settlement.     But  that  for  the 
gratification  of  the  moment  some  of  the  most  idle  and  worthless 
may  have  sold  their  grain  at  that  rate,  and  during  the  time  the 
Government  stores  have  not  been  open  for  the  reception  of  grain, 
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of  those  who  are  difficient  of  the  local  knowledge  necessary  for      17W 
enabling  them  to  judge  correctly.     But,  my  Lord,  let  me  solicite     15  Nov. 
your  Grace  to  recur  to  my  letter  of  complaint  against  those  shame- 
ful proceedings,  which  I  have  reason  to  believe  you  may  have 
been  prevented  by  business  of  more  immediate  importance  from 
attending  so  early  or  so  closely  to  as  I  cou'd  have  wish'd.     From 
that  correspondence  your  Grace  will  discover  that  the  manner  in 
which  that  highly  improper  traffic  has  been  carried  on,  an  angel 
from  Heaven  possessing  tlie  omnissient  atribute  of  the  Divine 
Being  wou'd  not  have  been  able,  as  a  single  individual,  to  prevent 
it.    Guards  on  board  of  ships,  with  proper  instructions ;  constables  Hunter's 
and  watchmen  planted  along  the  shores,  with  a  reward  held  out  Jjpjj^'thc 
for  discovery,  have  not  been  found  sufficient  to  inforse  obedience  nq«or 
to  Public  Orders  on  this  subject,  because,  as  I  have  formerly  said,        ^ 
their  interest  appears  to  have  had  different  objects  in  view  than 
the  detection  of  this  illicite,  this  forbidden  trade. 

Your  Grace  will,  I  trust,  pardon  me  for  observing  that  theo- 
litical  reasoning  at  a  distance  and  our  practica(4  experience  on 
the  spot  differ  very  widely.      There  was  a  time,  my  Lord,  in  this 
settlement,  and  that  was  when  I  was  formerly  employed  here  in  state  of  the 
its  service,  when  a  Public  Order  answer'd  every  end  proposed — the  HiSup  and*' 
Governor  had  no  farther  trouble ;  the  various  persons  then  upon  Hunter 
service  here  had  no  objects  of  a  private  nature  to  withdraw  them  ^^^^ 
from  a  due  attention  to  every  public  regulation ;   orders  were 
attended  to  by  all  in  authority — ^they  felt  the  public  interest  theirs. 
If  that  be  contrasted  with  what  I  have  experienced,  and  have  had 
some  occasion  to  represent  to  your  Grace,  how  different  will  appear 
the  situation  of  the  first  Governor  of  this  colony  and  mine.     In 
those  days  to  be  employ'd  here  was  like  a  party  of  amusement ;  in 
the  present  it  requires  an  incessant  labour  of  tlie  mind,  and  a 
strength  of  body  equal  to  that  of  a  lion  to  strugle  with,  and  to 
counteract  those  difficultys  which  I  have  already  laid  before  your 
Grace. 

Your  Grace  will  be  enabled  to  form  some  judgement  of  the  Distillation . 
veracity  of  the  anonimous  letter-writer  by  being  informed  that  he  ^  ^***  ^ 
and  his  friends  here  had  the  modesty  to  apply  to  me  (after  I  had 
given  directions  for  the  destruction  of  stills  for  distilling  spiritous 
liquors  in  this  colony)  for  permission  to  erect  one  for  this  very 
purpose,  giving  some  trifling  reason  for  the  application.  I  posi- 
tively refused,  and  forbade  any  attempt  of  that  kind.  I  soon  learnt, 
however,  that  this  party  had  hir*d  some  Irishman  who  had  a  know- 
ledge of  making  what  they  calFd  whisky,  and  that  they  laboured  in 
the  night-time  in  this  forbidden  trade,  and  that  they  sold  this 
pernicious  article  at  forty  shillings  p'r  gallon.  I  had  occasion  to 
give  a  second  order  forbidding  any  farther  attempt,  and  threat  n*d 
them  with  the  consequence  if  they  persisted.  This  villifying  writer 
was  as  active  as  any  in  this  destructive  practice. 
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the  violence  of  the  weather  continuing,  the  people  could  have  do 
intermission  from  pumping  and  baleing.  Such  was  their  fatigue 
that  two  men  dropped  dead  under  the  labour  of  the  pumps,  and  a 
third  died  a  few  hburs  afterwards.  After  a  severe  and  tedious 
night,  exhausted  in  pumping  and  baleing,  the  well  was  cleared  of 
water,  and  the  gale  abating  a  little,  a  new  foresail  was  bent,  and 
the  ship  then  made  sail  with  the  wind  at  west. 

On  the  27th  January  a  new  thrummed  piece  of  canvas  was  got 
over  the  starboard  bow.     At  this  time  the  leak  had  increased 
between  11  and  12  inches  an  hour.     By  next  day  the  fothenBg 
had  reduced  it  to  8  inches,  notlistanding  the  sea  was  very  heavy ; 
yet,  from  the  weak  and  sickly  state  of  the  crew,  it  was  found 
impossible  to  keep  the  water  under.      On  the  1st  February,  in 
lat  40°  1'  south,  made  the  coast  of  New  Holland,  and  rounding 
Van   Dieman's  Land,  stood   to   the  northward.      On  the  4th 
passed  the  Maria  Island,  4  leagues  distant.     From  this  time  the 
gale  continued  to  encrease  till  the  7th,  when  it  blew  so  hard  as 
to  bring  the  ship  under  courses.     On  the  8th  February,  observed 
in  the  latitude  40*  56'  south,  longitude  by  timepiece,  149"  .40' east 
of  Qreen wich.     The  gale  now  encreased  to  a  perfect  hurricane,  with 
a  dreadfid  sea.      At  half-past  3  p.m.  sprung  a  new  leak,  which 
gained  so  fast  on  the  pumps  as  rendered  it  necessary  to  bear  up 
for  land  to  save  the  lives  of  the  people,  and,  if  possible,  to  get  the 
ship  into  a  place  of  security.     Bore  in  accordingly  for  the  land 
and  made  more  sail.  Cape  Barras  by  accounts  W.  \  N.  or  W.  and 
by  N.,  distant  by  accounts  90  miles.     The  cargo  was  thrown  over- 
board ;  but  notwithstanding  every  exertion  to  keep  the  leak  under, 
at  5  p.m.  there  were  2^  feet  water  in  the  well,  and  hourly  gain- 
ing.    At  8  p.m.  the  water  had  increased  to  5  feet,  and  the  ship 
settling  fast,  the  longboat  was  got  clear— still  running  west  and 
carrying  a  press  of  sail  in  order  to  get  in  with  the  land.     By  mid- 
night the  water  was  nearly  up  to  the  lower-deck  hatches.     At 
half-past  12  saw  the  land  about  2  miles  distant ;  but  appearing 
to  be  high  perpendicular  rocks  with  a  heavy  surf,  it  was  thought 
advisable  to  heave  to  till  the  morning.     At  daybreak  the  water 
was  over  the  comings  of  the  lower-deck  hatches,  and  the  vessel 
lying  on  one  side  with  the  channels  on  the  water.      At  daylight, 
having  with  difficulty  got  her  head  round,  made  all  sail  possible 
towards  the  land,  but  from  her  being  so  much  waterlo£^;ed  she 
would  hardly  answer  her  helm.     Stood  in  for  an  opening  in  the 
land,  but  oould  get  no  ground  at  75  fathoms,  though  but  a  small 
distance  from  an  island  ahead.     When  a  little  nearer  in  with  the 
land  got  ground  in  15  fathoms.     Finding  the  ship  must  soon  go 
down,  the  longboat  was  got  out  and  sent  ashore  to  the  island*  with 

*  This  isUuid  was  callsd  Prcisrvation  Island,  a  name  it  itill  retains.  It  is  soe  id  the 
Furaeaaz  Group.  Clarice  Island  and  Amatroog  Channel  also  derived  thdr  naiuss  (Mn  the 
circumstances  of  this  wreclc. 
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require  from  the  poison'd  shafts  of  any  reprobate  assassin  who      1799 
chuse  to  attack  it.     I  have  also,  my  Lord,  to  request  that  as  that     15  ^ov. 
infamous  letter,  as  &r  as  it  effects  me,  has  no  doubt  been  seen  at 
most  of  the  public  offices,  such  parts  of  this  letter  as  may  relate 
to  it  be  also  made  as  public.     If  I  have  at  any  time,  my  Lord, 
been  deficient  in  any  of  those  official  formalitys  which  I  ought  to 
have  observed  with  respect  to  the  necessary  papers  on  all  the  con- 
cerns of  the  colony,  it  will  be  found  that  I  have  never  lost  sight  of  Efloru  to 
its  real  interest,  as  far  as  I  have  had  the  power  of  pronioting  it ;  JJJ^?^  ^^^ 
and  it  will  also  be  found  upon  investigation  that  the  troubles  1  welfare, 
have  had  to  contend  with  have  been  the  chief  cause  of  those 
omissions. 

I  certainly  do,  my  Lord,  and  I  ever  have,  considered  myself  Hunter 
responsible  for  the  sums  drawn  in  my  name,  or  by  my  authority,  hiTlSpougi. 
and  for  every  other  part  of  my  duty,  and  your  Grace  may  rely  ^^^y» 
that  I  have  no  wish  or  desire  to  shrink  from  the  most  scrupulous 
enquiry,  but  do  most  ardently  press  it  may  be  brought  forward  and  asks  for 
on  the  spot  as  early  as  possible,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  insinua-  ^    v^ry- 
tions  contained  in  the  anonimous  letter ;  but  with  respect  to  what 
may  concern  the  expences  of  the  colony,  the  papers  I  now  transmit 
to  the  Treasury,  together  with  the  Comissary's  accounts  sent  by  The  Com- 
the  Barwell  and  the  last  ship  which  saiFd  from  hence,  I  trust  will  JU^St^ 
now  be  laid  before  their  Lordships,  and  be  found  clear  and  satisfac- 
tory.   The  want  of  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  those  forms  has  in 
some  degree  ocx^sion'd  the  delays  your  Grace  has  noticed. 

However  irksome  my  situation  may  be  rendered  by  the  con-  Hunter's 
temptible  insinuations  which  appear  to  have  been  obtruded  upon  gituaUonand 
your  Grace  to  my  injury,  and  however  insignificant  I  feel  the  iM^iflcant 
miserable  savings  from  my  sallary  in  this  now  expensive  country, 
I  shall  only  say  that  such  considerations  will  never  have  weight 
with  me  upon  public  service.     It  is  the  honor  only,  my  Lord,  of 
the  situation  I  hold  which  makes  it  a  single  moment  desirable  to 
me,  for  it  will  never  afford  me  any  other  advantage,  comfort,  or 
enjoyment,  than  that  of  exerting  myself  whilst  I  am  able  for  the 
general  good.     I,  however,  must  observe,  my  Lord,  that  had  either 
age  or  any  other  infirmity,  whether  corporal  or  mental,  rendered 
my  return  to  England  absolutely  necessary  for  the  preservation 
of  my  life,  I  should  certainly  prefer  the  sacrafice  of  that  life  by  He  prefen 
continuing  here,  to  the  ruin  of  that  fair  and  unspotted  character  dShonwu-. 
which  has,  I  thank  God,  distinguished  me  thro'  so  long,  so  faithfuU 
a  service.    I  must  therefore  continue  to  press  upon  your  Grace  such 
investigation  upon  the  spot,  where  every  necessary  information 
can  be  had,  as  may  leave  that  reputation  as  unblemished  at  my 
departure  as  it  was  clear  and  untaniish'd  when  I  receiv'd  the 
honour  of  his  Majesty's  Commission. 

Shou'd  it  appear  to  your  Grace  that  the  ardency  or  warmth  of 
my  feelings  upon  this  occasion  may  have  hurried  or  betray'd  me 
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sighted. 


1707  island  !  Continuing  her  courRe,  the  lapee  of  a  few  minutes  carried 
her  out  of  sight,  and  with  her  fled  all  the  hopes  and  jays  which 
she  had  so  lately  excited.  Their  disappointment  and  despair, 
heightened  by  the  excess  of  their  late  expectations,  may  be 
readily  conceived.  They  did  not,  however,  neglect  any  meaaure 
that  could  yet  afford  a  gleam  of  hope.  The  joUyboat  retamed 
to  the  island.  The  English  colours  were  hoisted,  and  a  large  tire 
prepared  which  might  be  visible  some  leagues  at  aea.  To  their 
unspeakable  joy  a  schooner  was  seen  next  day  to  the  eastward, 
but  the  surf  run  so  high  as  to  prevent  any  attempts  to  go  off  to 
her  in  the  joUyboat 
The  rescue.  On  the  ensuing  day,  10th  June,  the  sloop-rigged  boat  that  had 
been  seen  on  the  8th  again  appeared,  and  approaching  the  island, 
the  joUyboat  was  sent  on  board.  She  proved  to  be  a  sloop,  private 
property,  sent  to  their  assistance  from  Fort  Jackson,  out  ten  days, 
and  navigated  by  Mr.  Armstrong,  master  of  his  Majesty's  ship 
Supply.*"^  The  vessel  in  the  offing  was  his  Majesty's  schooner 
Francis,  sent  from  Port  Jackson  to  the  assistance  of  Captain 
Hamilton  and  his  men  by  his  Excellency  Qovemor  Hunter. 

Having  loaded  the  two  vessels  with  a  part  of  the  cargo  from 
the  wreck  of  the  Sydney  Cove,  they  were  ready  to  sail  on  their 
return  to  Port  Jackson  by  the  20th  June.  The  cargo  saved  being 
more  than  the  two  vessels  could  take  on  board,  five  of  Captain 
Hamilton's  men  volunteered  to  remain  on  the  island  to  take  care 
of  the  cargo  left,  till  he  should  be  able  to  return  ^m  Port  Jackson 
with  a  vessel  of  sufficient  size  to  bring  off  the  whole.  Matters 
being  thus  arranged  the  two  vessels  sailed  on  the  21st^  and  after 
a  stormy  passage  of  fifteen  days  the  Francis  safely  arrived  at 
Port  Jackson. 


Five  men 
remain  on 
the  island. 


Voyage  of  the  Sydney  Cove's  Longboat  from  Preservation 

Island  to  Port  Jackson. 

The  iongr-  Thk  longboat,  being  equipped  and  ready  for  sea,  was  dispatched 
despatched  on  the  28th  of  February,  as  already  stated,  in  order  to  proceed  to 
to  Sydney.  "Pqj.^  Jackson  with  intelligence  of  the  shipwreck.  Mr.  Thomson, 
late  chief  mate  of  the  Sydney  Cove,  Mr.  Clark,  supercargo,  three 
European  seamen,  and  twelve  lascars,  in  all  seventeen  persons, 
embarked.  They  pursued  a  southerlyt  course  till  the  1st  of 
March,  lat.  38°  S.  by  account,  having  had  no  observation  for 
several  days.  On  the  evening  of  this  day  it  began  to  blow,  and 
soon  increased  to  a  stormy  gale,  with  a  heavy  sea,  by  which  the 
boat  was  in  great  danger  of  foundering.  They  were  at  an  incon- 
siderable distance  from  the  shore  ;  but  the  surf  broke  with  such 

*  This  boat  was  wrecked  on  the  voyag^e  back  to  Sydney  ;  the  master  and  crew  were  never 
heard  of.— Ante,  p.  909. 

t  Evidently  an  error  or  misprint  for  "  northerly  "  A  southerly  course  would  have  laodeU 
them  on  Tasmania. 


Overtaken 
by  a  storm. 
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violence  as  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  approaching  with  safety.  1707 
Being  unable  to  land,  the  only  chance  of  preservation  was  to  come 
to  with  both  anchors,  which  was  accordingly  done.  The  boat  lay 
in  the  most  imminent  danger  from  being  often  almost  entirely 
filled  with  water  by  the  heavy  sea,  which  during  the  night  con- 
tinued to  break  over  her.  In  this  perilous  situation  they  remained  cut  ashore. 
till  daylight,  when  they  cut  both  cables  and  set  the  foresail ;  but 
the  boat  at  this  time  suddenly  filling,  it  was  not  without  the  utmost 
difficulty  that  they  got  her  through  the  surf,  when  she  went  to 
pieces  a  few  minutes  after  the  people  had  gained  the  beach. 

Imagination  cannot  picture  a  situation  more  melancholy  than 
that  to  which  the  unfortunate  crew  was  reduced — wrecked  a  second 
time  on  the  inhospitable  shore  of  New  South  Wales;  cut  off  from 
all  hopes  of  reioininc  their  companions:  without  provisions,  with-  without 

Dix)viBions  or 

out  arms,  or  any  probable  means  either  of  subsistence  or  defence,  mum. 
they  seemed  doomed  to  all  the  horrors  of  a  lingering  death,  with 
all   their  misfortunes  unknown   and  unpitied.      In  this  trying 
situation  they  did  not  abandon  themselves  to  despair ;  they  deter-  ^  'oriom 
mined  to  proceed  to  the  northward  in  the  hopes  of  reaching  Port   ^^' 
Jackson,  although  the  distance  of  the  settlement,  the  unfrequented 
deserts  they  were  to  traverse,  and  the  barbarous  hordes  among 
whom  they  had  to  gain  their  way,  presented  difficulties  that  re- 
quired no  ordinary  share  of  fortitude  to  encounter  and  perseverance 
to  overcome ;  but  danger  and  difficulty  lessen  as  they  approach — 
the  mind,  as  if  its  ultimate  strength  wer^  reserved  for  arduous 
occasions,  reconciles  itself  with  calm  resignation  to  sufferings  from 
w^hich,  on  a  more  distant  view,  it  would  recoil  with  horror. 

It  was  thus  with  our  little  party:  the  dangers  that  surrounded  They 
them  served  but  to  excite  them  to  exertion;  they  resolved  to  brave  ^^^^  pj.* 
every  difficulty,  and  to  commence  their  journey  without  delay,  jockson. 
The  three  days  following  the  loss  of  their  boat  were  spent  in 
collecting  such  articles  as  had  been  thrown  on  shore  from  the 
wreck.    On  the  15th  they  began  their  march.    The  principal  occur- 
rences in  the  course  of  the  journey  are  related  in  the  following 
abstract  of  a  journal,  compiled  partly  from  recollection,  and  partly 
from  the  assistance  of  memoranda  written  with  a  pencil.* 

March  15th. — We  began  our  journey  for  Port  Jackson. 

16th. — ^Walked  16  or  18  miles  along  a  sandy  beach. t 

17th. — Passed  several  small  rivers,  and  one  so  large  that  we  were  cross  a  river, 
obliged  to  construct  a  raft  to  cross  it.     From  the  detention  this 
occasioned  walked  only  8  miles. 

18th. — Forded  several  branches  of  rivers.   We  this  day  fell  in  interview 
with  a  party  of  natives,  about  fourteen,  all  of  them  entirely  naked,  '^th  natives. 
They  were  struck  with  astonishment  at  our  appearance,  and  were 

*  The  memoranda  were  evidently  written  bv  the  supercargo,  Mr.  Clark. 
t  It  is  probable  from  this  and  fmm  the  estmiat^d  latitude  of  SS**  S.  given  above  that  the 
boat  was  cast  ashore  on  the  northern  paii  of  the  Ninety-mile  Beach. 
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very  anxious  to  examine  every  part  of  our  dothes  and  body,  in 
which  we  readily  indulged  them.  They  Tiewed  us  most  atten^v^y. 
They  opened  our  dothes,  examined  our  feet,  hands,  Ilaih^  kc^ 
frequently  expressing  dieir  surprize  by  laughing  and  knid  shout- 
ings. From  their  gestures  during  this  awln^rd  rerienr  it  -was 
easy  to  perceive  that  they  (XHisidercd  our  clothes  and  bodies  as 
inseparably  joined.  Having  made  them  a  present  of  a  feir  stripes 
of  doth,  which  they  Appened  highly  delighted  with,  we  pursned  our 
journey,  and  halted  in  the  evening,  after  a  march  of  ^  mUes^ 

The  natives  on  this  part  of  the  coast  appear  strong  and  muflciilar, 
with  heads  rather  iMrgd  in  proportion  to  their  bodies.  The  flat  nose, 
the  broad  thick  lips  which  distinguish  the  African,  also  prevail 
amongst  the  people  on  this  coast  Their  hair  is  long  and  atraif^t, 
but  they  are  wholly  inattentive  to  it,  either  as  to  deanlineas  or  in 
any  other  respect  It  serves  them  in  lieu  of  a  towd  to  wipe  their 
hands  as  often  as  they  are  daubed  with  blubber  or  diark  oil,  which 
is  their  principal  artide  of  food.  This  frequent  application  of  randd 
grease  to  their  heads  and  bodies  renders  Uieir  approach  exceedingly 
offensive.  Their  ornaments  consist  chiefly  of  fish-bones  or  kan- 
garoo-teeth, fastened  with  gum  or  ghie  to  the  hair  of  the  t«mpleB 
and  on  the  forehead.  A  piece  of  reed  or  bone  is  also  wore  through 
the  septum,  or  cartilage,  of  the  nose,  which  is  pi«:eed  for  the  ad< 
mission  of  tiiis  ornament.  Upon  the  whole,  they  present  the  most 
hideous  and  disgusting  figures  that  savage  life  can  possibly  afibrd. 

19th. — Met  with  a  pretty  laige  river,  which  we  were  unable  to 
cross  till  low  water,  there  being  no  wood  from  which  we  could 
construct  a  raft.  A  few  natives  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river 
ran  off  at  our  approach. 

20th. — ^This  day  we  procured  a  few  shellfish  on  the  rocks.  We 
walked  about  1 6  miles  along  the  seaside,  part  of  the  way  over  very 
high  blu£&  and  sharp  rocks. 

21st — This  morning  went  inland  about  3  or  4  miles.  Made  a 
raft  and  crossed  a  large  river.  Its  banks  were  ddightful;  the 
trees,  tall  and  majestic,  added  dignity  to  the  stream,  and  gave  the 
surrounding  country  a  beautiful  and  picturesque  appearvice.  Saw 
a  few  of  the  natives,  who,  at  first  sight,  advanced,  but  on  a  nearer 
approach  they  fled  and  concealed  themsdves  in  the  woods.  Among 
the  different  groupes  of  natives  it  is  remarkable  we  have  not  yet 
seen  a  woman.     Walked  16  miles  this  day. 

22nd. — ^This  day's  walk  was  rendered  very  disagreeable  by  con- 
stant heavy  rain. 

2drd. — The  weather  to-day  was  ddightful ;  the  agreeable  temper- 
ance, together  with  the  beautiful  scenery  that  opened  to  our  view 
through  a  most  delightful  country,  compensated  in  a  great  measure 
for  the  inclemency  of  yesterday's  journey.  We  had  a  distant  pros- 
pect inland  of  some  very  high  hills,  covered  to  their  summit  with 
lofty  trees.     In  the  evening  we  halted,  after  a  march  of  18  miles. 
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24th. — ^We  had  travelled  about  7  miles  when  our  progress  was      1707 
stopt  by  an  immense  river,  which  emptied  itself  in  the  ocean  by  «<  An  im- 
several  branches.     We  began  to  prepare  a  raft,  in  order  to  cross  ^^"«?, 
the  river  before  us. 

25th,  26th,  and  27th. — ^These  three  days  were  employed  in  com- 
pleting the  raft  and  crossing  the  different  branches  of  the  river. 

28th. — In  the  course  of  this  day's  journey  we  reached  an  island,  An  isiiuad. 
about  5  miles  distant  from  the  seashore.  This  place  appears 
w^ell  suited  to  afford  shelter  to  shipping,  being  completely  land- 
locked and  covered  from  the  wind.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  day's 
march  we  had  to  traverse  hills  of  sands,  which  made  it  exceedingly 
fatiguing;  nevertheless  we  travelled  about  12  miles. 

29th. — On  crossing  a  narrow  but  deep  river  one  of  the  natives  Hostile 
threatened  to  dispute  our  landing,  but  approaching  with  a  deter-  °^^^'<^ 
mined  appearance  no  actual   resistance  was  attempted,  and  a 
reconciliation  was  effected  by  the  distribution  of  a  few  stripes  ci 
cloth.      A  good  understanding  being  thus  established,  the  men 
called  to  their  wives  and  children,  who  were  concealed  behind  the 
rocks,  and  who  now  ventured  to  shew  themselves.     These  were 
the  first  women  we  had  seen  ;  from  their  cries  and  laughing  it  is 
evident  they  were  greatly  astonished  at  our  appearance.     The  men 
did  not  think  proper  to  admit  of  our  coming  sufficiently  near  to 
have  a  full  or  perfect  view  of  their  ladies,  but  we  were  near  enough  Native 
to  discern  that  they  were  the  most  wretched  objects  we  had  ev^  women. 
seen — equally  filthy  as  the  men,  coarse  and  ill-featured,  and  so 
devoid  of  delicacy  or  any  appearance  of  it  that  they  seem  to  have 
nothing  even  human  about  Ihem  but  the  form.     We  pursued  our 
way  and  walked  about  10  miles. 

30th. — Crossed  a  small  liver  this  morning,  and  walked  about 
8  miles  through  a  country  interspersed  with  hills  and  covered 
with  heath.  We  came  to  a  pretty  large  river,  which,  being  too 
deep  to  ford,  we  began  to  prepare  a  raft,  which  we  could  not  have  MaUiva 
completed  till  next  day  had  not  three  of  our  native  friends,  from  "^ 
whom  we  parted  yesterday,  rejoined  us  and  assisted  us  over.  We 
were  much  pleased  with  their  attention,  for  the  act  was  really 
kind,  as  they  knew  we  had  this  river  to  cross,  and  appear  to  have 
followed  us  purposely  to  lend  their  assistance.  In  the  evening  we 
travelled  about  4  miles  farther,  and  rested  for  the  ni^t. 

31st — ^Walked  about  18  miles  round  a  very  deep  bay  and  many 
small  rivers  opening  into  it^ 

'   April  1st. — Passed  through  a  very  pleasant  country,  whose  pine 
delightful  verdure,  strewed  over  with  a  variety  of  flowers,  rendered  co^^>7* 
a  walk  of  20  miles  this  day  extremely  agreeable. 

April  2nd. — ^Travelled  8  miles  this  forenoon.    Between  9  and 
10  o'clock  we  were  most  agreeably  surprised  by  meeting  five  of 
the  natives,  our  old  friends,  who  received  us  in  a  very  amicable  Hosiiitabie 
manner,  and  kindly  treated  us  with  some  shellfish,  which  formed  oAtives. 
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a  very  acceptable  meal,  as  our  small  pittance  of  rice  was  nearly 
expended.  After  this  little  t«pa8t  we  proceeded  6  miles  further 
and  halted. 

3rd. — Had  a  fatiguing  march  over  very  high  blufb,  sharp  rocks, 
and  afterwards  through  veiy  thick  brushwood,  interspersed  with 
stumps  of  trees  and  other  sharp  substances,  by  which  our  feet  were 
80  much  bruised  and  wounded  that  some  of  the  party  remained 
lame  for  some  time  afterwards;  and  to  aggravate  our  sufferings 
we  were  now  living  upon  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  dry  rice  per  diem. 
As  we  got  out  of  this  harassing  thicket  we  missed  two  of  our 
unhappy  fellow-travellera  At  4  p.m.  we  provided  ourselves  a 
lodging  for  the  night,  having  walked,  or  rather  crawled,  10  miles, 
over  the  ground  above  described. 

4th. — Waited  for  our  missing  companions  until  12  o'clock, 
when,  to  our  great  joy,  they  made  their  appearance ;  we  then 
proceeded  on  our  journey,  and  in  the  evening  came  to  a  very  broad 
river.  It  being  low  water,  some  places  were  very  shallow,  which 
enabled  us  to  catch  a  few  small  skate,  which  were,  indeed,  very 
acceptable     Walked  this  day  8  mUes. 

5th. — Reached  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  where  we  remained 
a  few  hours  to  catch  some  more  fish,  in  which  we  happily  succeeded ; 
among  them  was  a  very  fine  shark  about  4  feet  long  ;  this  was 
a  refreshment  for  which  we  offered  our  thanks  to  Providence,  the 
rice,  our  only  certain  resource,  being  now  nearly  at  an  end. 

6th. -^Having  got  a  tolerable  supply  of  fish,  pursued  our  journey 
for  about  18  miles  through  a  delightful  plain,  interspersed  here 
and  there  with  a  few  scattered  trees. 

7th. — ^Went  some  way  into  the  country,  over  hills  and  valleya 
After  a  walk  of  16  miles  we  halted  at  twilight,  and  as  we  reclined 
our  heads  to  rest  on  a  bank  we  could  just  hear  the  roaring  of  the 
surf  on  the  seashore. 

8th. — Bent  our  way  towards  the  beach  this  morning,  and 
travelled  along  about  9  miles,  when  we  were  stopped  by  our  old 
impediment,  a  river,  at  which  we  were  obliged  to  wait  until  low 
water  before  we  could  cross.  We  had  scarcely  surmounted  this 
difficulty  when  a  greater  danger  stared  us  in  the  face,  for  here 
we  were  met  by  about  fifty  armed  natives.  Having  never  before 
seen  so  large  a  body  collected,  it  is  natural  to  conclude  that  we 
were  much  alarmed.  However,  we  resolved  to  put  the  best  appear- 
ance on  the  matter,  and  to  betray  no  symptons  of  fear.  In 
consequence  of  the  steps  we  took,  and  a^ter  some  preliminary 
signs  and  gestures  on  both  sides,  we  came  to  some  understanding, 
and  the  natives  were  ap^mrently  amicable  in  their  designs.  We 
presented  them  with  a  few  yards  of  calico,  for  they  would  not  be 
satisfied  with  small  stripes,  and,  indeed,  we  were  glad  to  get  rid 
of  them  at  any  expence,  for  their  looks  and  demeanour  were  not 
such  as  to  invite  greater  intimacy. 
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9th. — Proceeding  this  moraing  on  our  journey,  we  were  again      VWI 
alarmed  at  the  approach  of  the  party  who  detained  us  yesterday,  Theirhostue 
and  whom  we  so  justly  suspected  of  treacherous  intentions.    They  demeanour, 
came  on  with  dreadful  shoutings,  which  gave  us  warning  to  prepare 
for  defence,  and  to  give  them  a  warm  reception  in  case  violence 
should  be  offered.    Fortunately,  however,  from  the  particular  atten- 
tion we  paid  to  their  old  men,  whom  we  supposed  to  be  their 
chiefs,  and  making  them  some  small  presents,  they  soon  left  us. 
This  dispersion  gave  our  little  party  general  satisfaction,  as  we 
were  doubtful  how  the  affair  might  have  terminated.     During  our 
conference,  and  at  their  departure,  several  of  them  had  placed  their 
spears  in  the  th rowing-sticks,  ready  to  discharge  at  us.     We  now 
pursued  our  route,  and  walked  about  10  miles. 

10th. — We  were  overtaken  by  a  few  of  the  natives  with  whom  Prepantions 
we  parted  yesterday,  but  seeing  us  on  our  guard,  with  our  one  hiuiitiee. 
gun,  two  pistols,  and  two  small  swords,  while  others  were  armed 
with  clubs,  and  perceiving  our  resolution  not  to  be  imposed  upon, 
they  acted  with  more  prudence  than  heretofore.     We  did  not  at 
this  meeting  indulge  them  with  any  presents,  but  to  one  gave  a  piece 
of  cloth,  in  exchange  for  a  large  kangaroo's  tail,  with  which  we 
endeavoured  to  make  some  soup,  by  adding  a  little  of  the  rice  we 
had  remaining,  from  which  we  received  great  nourishment,  being 
much  weakened  by  the  fatigue  and  want  which  we  had  suffered 
in  these  inhospitable  regions.     Our  walk  of  H  miles  this  day  was 
performed  over  a  number  of  rugged  and  disagreeable  heights,  until  a  nigred 
we  came  to  a  river,  which  we  crossed,  and  then  betook  ourselves  *'*^°"y' 
to  the  cheerless  turf  until  the  morning. 

11th. — Walked  8  miles  and  came  to  a  river,  where  we  met 
fourteen  natives,  who  conducted  us  to  their  miserable  abodes  in  . 
the  wood  adjoining  to  a  large  lagoon,  and  kindly  treated  us  with  HamitaWe 
mussels,  for  which  unexpected  civility  we  made  them  some  presents. 
These  people  seemed  better  acquainted  with  the  laws  of  hospitality 
than  any  of  their  countrymen  whom  we  bad  yet  seen,  for  to  their 
benevolent  treat  was  added  an  invitation  to  remain  with  them  for 
the  night.  They  did  not,  however,  lodge  us  in  their  nominal  huts, 
but  after  we  were  seated  around  our  resting-place  they  brought 
their  women  and  children  to  see  us,  and  certainly,  to  judge  from 
the  attention  with  which  they  surveyed  us,  we  afforded  them  no 
small  share  of  entertainment.  As  far  as  we  could  understand, 
these  natives  were  of  a  different  tribe  from  those  we  bad  seen,  and  Tribal  war. 
were  then  at  war  with  them.  They  possessed  a  liberality  to  which 
the  others  were  strangers,  And  freely  gave  us  a  part  of  the  little 
they  had,  which  the  others  were  so  far  from  doing  that  they  would 
have  deprived  us  of  the  last  article  in  our  possession  had  they  not 
been  overawed  by  the  sight  of  arms,  against  which  they  knew  not 
how  to  defend  themselves.  We  endeavoured  to  make  our  enter- 
tainers sensible  by  signs  how  rudely  their  neighbours  had  behaved    . 
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Statement  of  work  executed,  dEC. — eoniinued. 


Men  Eraplajrcd. 


Woric  Ezecotad. 


Three  shoemakers 

One  wover  and   two  as- 

•ittuiti. 
Twelve  meD  makeing  brieks 
Six  men,  with  oxen,  to  2 

timber-oarmget. 

Fomr  men,  with  oxen,  to 
two  carts 


Twofaarfoers 
Two  bakers 
One  man  and 
One  man    ... 


twoaanflt*8.. 


Sateen  men 
Eight 


One     do    ...        ..• 
One    do 

Eighteen   constabhss    and 
watchmen. 


Made  206  pair  of  shoes  ;  soaled  180,  and  re- 
paired 3G9  da 
Weaving  death,  tfianhing  the  womeii  to  spin. 

Made  6,000  bricks  p.  week. 

Bringing  boards,  oc,  from   the  saw-pitii  to 

the  several  buildings  ;  timber  to  the  neir- 

erecting  water-mill,  &c. 
Brinmng  wood  to  the   barracks    and   giurcl- 

nonaes,   bricks  to   the  several  bnildinn, 

grain  to  the  store,  and  to  the  whaxf  for 

Sidney. 
Shavemg  all  the  servants  of  Goverment. 
Bakfrfng  for  do. 

At  the  garden  belonging  to  Goverment  House. 
Att'g  to  ring  the  belTtmit  assembles  the  people 

to  work. 
Takaing  care  of  Govetment  cattle. 
Old  ana  feeble  ;  takeing  oaieof  hatta  when  the 

people  are  at  work. 
Made  6  docen  of  brooms  p.  week. 
Makeing  and  repairing  sieves  and  baskets. 
At  Paramatta,  the  ^orth  Boundaries,  and  the 

adjacent  districts. 


Seventy-six  men  ... 


One  barber... 
One  thatcher 
One  miller ... 
-Seven  men ... 
Four  men  ... 

One  shoemaker 
One  taylor ... 
One  man     ... 
Eight  constables 


One 
Four 


do 
do 


At  Tookoabbkr. 

Repaired,  idaistered,  and  whitewashed  all  the 
Gov't  booses;  broke  ap  4oO  acres  of  ground 
and  sowed  it  with  900  bushels  of  wheat. 
50  acres  of  groond,  and  sowed  it  with 
maijB ;  26  men  threshing  wheat,  husking 
and  honaeing  maixe,  kc. 

Shaveing  the  aervants  of  Goverment. 

Thatching  hntts,  wheat-stacks,  &c. 

In  diarge  of  the  steel  mills. 

In  chaise  of  Goverment  cattle. 

Old  and  feeUe  ;  takeing  care  of  the  hutts  when 
the  pemde  is  at  work. 

^^^^^^•^^^Ba^  AasflK  ^vaa^^^w^v%   ^h^^#*  y   ^^w^^w 

Repairing  jackets,  trowsers,  &c.,  &c. 

Getting  wood  for  the  goard-house. 

In  chaige  of  the  bams,  wheat-stacks,  gnnosry. 

ators,  keyng  tibe  peace,  ftc,  &c. 
At  Georae's  River. 
At  the  uawkeebury. 
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1797      hideous  manner,  at  which  we  were  all  exoeediogly  alarmed.      In 

^n  short  time  a  few  of  them  began  throwing  their  spears,  upon  whic 

ji^^^pBct^d   we  made  signs  to  them  to  desist,  giving  them  some  presents,  an 

appearing  no  ways  dismayed  at  their  conduct — a  ny  other  de  me&noQ 

on  our  part  would  have  been  quite  superfluous,  having  only  on 

musket  unloaded  and  two  pistols  out  of  repair,  and  at  best  wei 

only  six  opposed  to  such  a  multitude,  for  our  little  company  -wer 

daily  dropping  off.     No  sooner  had  we  turned  our  backs   on  thi 

Three  of  the  savage  mob  than  they  renewed  hostilities  and  wounded   t^biree  g 

£|^[^^^      us,  viz.,  Mr.  Hugh  Thompson,  myself,  and  my  servant.    Nat'witb 

standing  this  disaster,  we,  in  our  painful  situation,  proceeded  : 

miles,  to  get  clear,  if  possible,  of  these  savages ;  but  just  as  m- 

came  up  to  a  very  deep  bay  they  overtook  us  again.    This  pursui' 

induced  us  all  to  suppose  they  intended  to  murder  us — as  ^we  Mrere 

however,  to  make  a  virtue  of  necessity,  and  to  remain  among  theiu  al 

that  night,  though  it  may  be  well  supposed  that  the  anguish  of  oui 

minds  and  the  pain  of  our  wounds  prevented  the  possibility  of  sleep. 

27th. — Our  disagreeable  and  treacherous  companions  continued 

Departure  of  with  US  on  our  joumey  until  about  9  a.m.,  when  tliey  betook  theni' 

the  iwtivee.  selves  to  the  woods,  leaving  us  extremely  happy  at  their  departure. 

We  continued  our  route  along  this  extensive  bay  10  miles. 

29th. — Met  with  some  brakish  water,  which  we  eagerly  swal- 
lowed I  indeed,  all  the  rivers  we  examined  were  impregnated  with 
salt-water  from  their  connection  with  the  sea.     Walked  1 4  miles, 
stopped  by  a      30th. — We  this  morning  reached  the  largest  river  we  had  met 
*»nfo  nver.    ^j^j^  since  we  came  to  this  largo  bay.     Its  width  put  us  entirely 
to  a  stand,  and  prevented  our  crossing  over  until  the  evening.     As 
we  were  devising  means  to  accomplish  our  design  six  natives  very 
fortunately  came  to  our  assistance.     They  seemed,  however,  sus- 
picious of  us,  for  when  we  reached  the  opposite  bank  we  made 
signs  that  we  wanted  water,  and,  under  pretence  of  going  for  some, 
they  set  off,  but  never  returned.     We  were  not  able  to  proceed  any 
more  than  3  miles  this  day. 
Rescued  by »     The  fifteen  following  day 9  of  our  journey  were  much  the  same 
flshing-boat.  ^g  ^|je  preceding,  until  we  very  fortunately  met  with  a  fishing-boat 
about  14  miles  to  the  southward  of  Botany  Bay. 

On  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Clark  and  his  unfortunate  com  panionsat  Port 
Jackson,  they  were  received  by  his  Excellency  Governor  Hunter 
with  such  kindness  and  humanity  as  it  were  impossible  to  descnbe, 
though  its  grateful  remembrance  never  can  be  e&ced  nor  diminished. 
Mr.  Clark  embarked  for  China  in  September,  on  board  the  Brit- 
Loss  <^  the    annia.    At  that  time  no  accounts  had  been  received  at  Port  Jackson 
iQo^oS^  of  the  small  schooner*  which  had  brought  away  a  part  of  the  late  crew 
of  the  Sydney  Cove  from  the  island  on  which  they  were  wrecked. 
From  the  boisterous  weather  which  had  prevailed  and  the  length 
of  time  she  was  missing,  it  was  feared  she  had  been  totally  lost 

^  This  wu  the  longboat  Eliza,  commanded  by  Hr.  AnairitODg,  matter  of  the  Siqiplj,  vaA 
not  the  schooner  Fnncis,  which  returned  safely  to  Port  Jackson. 
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NARRATIVE     OF    THE    SHIPWRECK    OF     CAPTAIN     1788-7 
HAMILTON   AND    THE  CREW  OF   THE  SYDNEY 
COVE* 

Captaix  Hamilton  is  a  native  of  Glasgow.     The  Sydney  Cove,  Captain 
Captain  Guy  Hamilton,  left  Bengal  on  the  10th  November,  1796,  "'^^"ton. 
on  a  voyage  to  Port  Jackson,  in  New  South  Wales.      On  the 
13th  December,  in  lat.  15**  30'  south,  experienced  a  severe  gale 
of  wind,  with  a  heavy  sea.     The  weather  continued  variable,  gen- 
erally with  strong  gales  and  a  high  sea,  till  towards  the  middle 
of  January.     Dui-iug  this  time  the  ship  lalx)ured  nmch  from  the 
violence  of  the  weather,  making  from  6  to  8  incluss  water  in  an  a  leaky 
hour.      The  leak  was  judged  to  be  under  the   starboiird   lx)w.  "^^P- 
In  order  to  get  at  it  the  forehold  was  unstoweil.     The  rushing 
in  of  the  water  was  distinctly  heard ;  but  the  leak  could  not  l>e 
reached,  owing  to  its  being  seated  at  the  back  of  a  timl^er.     On  Pothering 
the  13th  January  a  thrummed  sail  w^as  got  ov(;r  the  starboaixi  **" 

bow,  and  passed  under  the  bottom,  which  reduced  the  leak  from 
6  to   4  inches  an  hour.      In  this  way  the  ship  continued  till 
the  25th  January,  when  a  gale  of  extreme  violence  set  in  from 
the  S.W.     In  handing  the  topsails,  Mr.  LeLsliman,  second  mate,  second  mate 
was  lost  from  the  main  topsail  yard-arm.     The  ship  was  kept  o^rboanl. 
before  the  wind,  which  continued  blowing  with  such  fury  that 
a  new  foresail,  a  main  topsail  and  driver,  were  torn  from  the 
yards,  though  handed  and  carefully  secured.     Being  thus  without 
any  sail  bent,  by  which  the  ship  could  be  kept  ahead  of  the  sea, 
«he  was   hove   to.      The  gale  continued,  and  the  sea  running  Gale 
dreadfully  high,  caused  the  ship  to  labour  gi-e^itly  and  the  leak  to  ^"^""^^tf- 
increase.     The  weather  was  intensely  cold,  with  constant  rain, 
fix>m  which  the  crew  suffered  considerably.     The  lascars  were  well 
supplied  with  blankets  and  warm  clothing,  shipped  on  pui-pose  at 
Bengal ;  yet  they  were  so  benumbed  by  the  severity  of  the  weather  EffeoU  of 
that  neither  entreaty  nor  force  could  pnjvail  on  them  to  work  on  J^!^***'"* 
deck  at  the  pumps.      There  being  4  feet  water,  and  gaining  fast, 
all  hands  were  sent  down  to  bale  from  the  well.     The  lascars 
being  thus  sheltered  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  and  sea, 
which  incessantly  l)eat  over  them  on  deck,  worked  with  cheerful- 
ness.     By  noon  next  day  the  water  was  reduced  to  2  feet ;  but  diminishing; 

*  Reprinted  from  the  Aiiatic  Mirror,  Calcutta,  2Tth  December,  1797,  and        and  10th 
January,  1708.    See  also  \ip,  277,  278  and  note,  300,  864,  474,  ante. 
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some  rice,  ammunition,  and  firearms;  still  standing  in  for  the  1797 
island,  till  she  stmck  on  a  sandy  bottom  in  19  feet  water,  a  few  The  ship 
minutes  after  the  longboat  left  her.  beached. 

All  the  people  being  safely  landed,  small  parties  were  sent  out  search  for 
in  different  directions  on  the  following  day,  the  9th  February,  in  '"^  ^"***^* 
quest  of  water,  bat  without  success.    A  well  was  then  sunk.    After 
digging  7^  feet  they  met  with  water,  a  little  brackish,  with  which 
thej  were  obliged  to  be  content,  as  none  could  be  procured  from 
the  wreck;  but  from  the  10th  till  the  27th  February  Capt.  Hamil- 
ton was  employed  in  equipping  the  longboat  in  order  to  dispatch 
her  to  Port  Jackson  with  an  account  of  the  loss  of  the  ship,  and  Jhc  Ioiik- 
to  request  such  assistance  as  could  be  aflbrded.     The  longboat  port 
being  completed,  was  dispatched  on  the  27th  FebiTiary  in  charge  •''"**>"• 
of  Mr.  Hugh  Thompson,  chief  mate,  with  Mr.  W^  Clark,  assistant 
supercargo,  and  fifteen  men,  the  best  of  the  crew. 

After  the  departure  of  the  longboat,  Capt.  Hamilton  and  the 
people  remaining  with  him  were  employed  in  getting  ashore  various 
porta  of  the  cargo  from  the  wreck,     llic  stock  of  provisions  saved  Provisions. 
being  but  small,  and  the  time  when  relief  might  arrive  uncertain, 
each  man's  daily  allowance  of  rice  was  limited  to  a  teacupful. 

The  weather  proved  extremely  cold,  with  constant  gales  and  The  weather. 
heavy  rains,  and  the  people,  having  no  other  shelter  than  tents 
made  from  old  sails,  suffered  greatly. 

From  the  23rd  April  till  the  1st  May  was  one  continued  storm,  a  oou* 
with  thunder,  lightening,  rain,  and  extreme  cold.  The  tents  being  jJjJJJJJ' 
soon  dismantled  and  blown  to  pieces,  the  unfortunate  sufferers 
were  left  exposed  to  the  extremities  of  cold,  wetness,  and  hunger, 
for  during  the  continuance  of  this  storm  it  was  impossible  to  keep 
always  fire  to  dress  the  pittance  of  rice  on  which  their  subsistance 
depended. 

On  the  1st  of  May  the  weather  moderated,  but  the  people  were 
so  much  reduced  that  they  were  unable  to  rescue  anything  fai*ther 
from  the  wreck.     All  hands  were  therefore  set  to  work  to  build  a  House- 
house,  as  without  some  protection  inevitable  death  threatened  to  ^^«*^fir- 
result  from  the  recurrence  of  such  weather  as  they  had  lately 
experienced. 

On  the  8th  of  June  the  sufferings  of  their  associates  in  mis-  Aitoatin 
fortune  were  interrupted  by  the  welcome  sight  of  a  longboat  to  *^^^^' 
the  westward  of  the  island,  apparently  looking  for  the  wreck. 
Gladness  now  sat  on  every  countenance — every  look,  every  gesture, 
bespoke  the  fulness  of  their  joy ;  the  miseries  of  four  sad  dreary 
months  were  now  forgotten  in  the  transport  of  the  moment. 
As  soon  as  their  first  emotions  had  subsided  the  jollyboat  was 
launched,  the  nimblest  of  the  crew  leaped  on  board,  and  eagerly 
stood  out  to  follow  the  vessel  in  the  offing.      But  what  language  but  sails 
can  convey  any  adequate  idea  of .  their  grief  on  perceiving  the  *^'*^' 
object  of  their  pursuit  standing  before  the  wind  directly  from  the 
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Snug  Cove. 


Importance 
of  Twofold 
Bay  as  a 
harbour  of 
refuge. 


Directions 
for  mooring 
in  Snug 
Ck)Ae. 


A  shelter  for 
small  boats. 


Chanuster  of 
the 

surrounding 
country. 


Useful  as  a 
whaling- 
station. 


baj  from  that  side.  Had  18  fam.  f  of  a  mile  from  it.  Having 
passed  the  poiot  and  on  with  Green  Gape  at  8.  30*"  E.,  the  inter- 
mediate 7  or  8  miles  presentinj^  a  moderately  low  and  not  uneven 
coast,  waving  into  small  coves  near  the  point. 

At  a  cable's  length  from  the  low  rock  that  lays  a  little  off  the 
south  point  of  the  bay  there  is  10  f  ms,  but  in  standing  across  to 
the  north  side  had  no  ground  with  13  till  we  came  near  the  head, 
on  the  west  side  of  which  is  Snug  Cove,  where  we  anchored  in 
3^  f  ms,  sandy  bottom.  The  south  point  of  the  bay  locked  on 
with  the  head.  The  latitude  of  Snug  Cove,  37'  4'  13"  S.  The 
variation,  about  10**  East. 

The  importance  of  this  bay  arises  from  its  local  situation,  there 
being  no  other  place  of  shelter  for  a  vessel  larger  than  a  rowing- 
boat  from  Jervis  Bay,  in  latitude  35**  5'  S.,  round  to  Comer  Inlet 
or  to  Fumeaux*s  Island  in  40^**.  The  best  of  the  two  anchoring- 
places  is  that  on  the  north  side  in  Snug  Cove  off  the  centre  of  the 
beach,  where  the  south  point  of  the  bay  is  shut  on  with  the  head 
in  5  f  ms  water.  A  ship  attempting  to  moor  with  a  southerly 
wind  should  drop  her  outer  anchor  a  little  before  the  head  comes 
on  with  the  point,  and  should  be  careful  to  keep  the  lead  out 
astern  as  she  veers  in  shore,  for  she  may  get  into  less  3  before  she 
is  aware.  Half  a  cable  upon  the  inshore  anchor  would  be  suffi- 
cient She  would  have  room  to  swing  at  single  anchor  if  let  go 
at  the  time  the  land  shuts  on,  and  I  believe  two  if  not  three  ships 
might  find  berths  here ;  smaller  vessels  would  go  closer  in  shore. 

Snug  Cove  is  so  situated  at  the  back  of  Stony  Head  that  it  is 
not  seen  till  the  vessel  comes  right  off  it ;  but  the  long  outer  beach 
on  the  north  side,  and  then  the  head,  point  out  its  place  in  the  bay 
sufficiently  for  a  vessel  to  run  for  it  who  had  not  the  sketch.* 

At  the  east  end  of  the  great  south  beach  there  is  an  opening 
which  would  afford  excellent  shelter  for  boats  that  could  pass  over 
the  bar-entrance  in  6  feet  water ;  within  side  there  are  holes  of 
12  or  15  feet  depth.  This  opening  leads  into  a  shoal  lagoon  of 
saltwater,  which  spreads  itself  at  the  back  of  the  beach  almost  the 
whole  length.  There  are  smaller  lagoons  or  swamps  at  the  back 
of  almost  every  beach  in  the  bay,  but  none  that  we  could  drink 
the  water  of,  except  at  the  two  anchoring-places,  and  these  were 
brackish.  Wood  can  be  had  in  abundance  in  every  part  of  the 
bay.  This  place  will  probably  be  of  service  to  whalers,  who,  when 
fishing  off  the  coast,  might  be  glad  to  get  shelter  from  a  gale  of 
wind  in  a  place  that  would  take  so  little  time  in  going  in  and  out, 
and  it  is  not  unlikely  but  they  might  find  some  right  fish  here  ;  we 
saw  the  remains  of  one.t     This  bay  has  some  marks  by  which  it 

^  The  sketches  referred  to  in  this  narrative  have  not  been  preserved.  They  were,  hotr- 
ever,  probably  identical  with  tiiose  published  by  Flinders  in  hia  "  Terra  Austrulisi'* 

t  The  reef  or  rode  on  which  these  rdmains  were  seen  was  named  by  FUndera  *'  Whale 
Spit'* 
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violence  as  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  approaching  with  safety.  1797 
Being  unable  to  land,  the  only  chance  of  preservation  was  to  come 
to  with  both  anchors,  which  was  accordingly  done.  The  boat  lay 
in  the  most  imminent  danger  from  being  often  almost  entirely 
iilled  with  water  by  the  heavy  sea,  which  during  the  night  con- 
tinued to  break  over  her.  In  this  perilous  situation  they  remained  Cast  ashore, 
till  daylight,  when  they  cut  both  cables  and  set  the  foresail ;  but 
the  boat  at  this  time  suddenly  filling,  it  was  not  without  the  utmost 
difficulty  that  they  got  her  thi'ough  the  surf,  when  she  went  to 
pieces  a  few  minutes  after  the  people  had  gained  the  beach. 

Imagination  cannot  picture  a  situation  more  melancholy  than 
that  to  which  the  unfortunate  crew  was  reduced — wrecked  a  second 
time  on  the  inhospitable  shore  of  New  South  Wales;  cut  off  from 
all  hopes  of  reioininir  their  companions:  without  provisions,  with-  without 

provisions  or 

out  arms,  or  any  probable  means  either  of  subsistence  or  defence,  amis. 
they  seemed  doomed  to  all  the  horrors  of  a  lingering  death,  with 
all   their  misfortunes  unknown   and  unpitied.      In  this  trying 
situation  they  did  not  abandon  themselves  to  despair  ;  they  deter-  ^  forlorn 
mined  to  proceed  to  the  northward  in  the  hopes  of  reaching  Port   ^^* 
Jackson,  although  the  distance  of  the  settlement,  the  unfrequented 
deserts  they  were  to  traverse,  and  the  barbarous  hordes  among 
whom  they  had  to  gain  their  way,  presented  difficulties  that  re- 
quired no  ordinary  share  of  fortitude  to  encounter  and  perseverance 
to  overcome ;  but  danger  and  difficulty  lessen  as  they  approach — 
the  mind,  as  if  its  ultimate  strength  wer^  reserved  for  ai-duous 
occasions,  reconciles  itself  with  calm  resignation  to  sufferings  from 
ivhich,  on  a  more  distant  view,  it  would  recoil  with  horror. 

It  was  thus  with  our  little  party :  the  dangers  that  surrounded  They 
them  served  but  to  excite  them  to  exertion;  they  resolved  to  brave  J^P"  pj^ 
every  difficulty,  and  to  commence  their  journey  without  delay.  Jackson. 
The  three  days  following  the  loss  of  their  boat  were  spent  in 
collecting  such  articles  as  had  been  thrown  on  shore  from  the 
wreck.     On  the  15th  they  began  their  march.    The  principal  occur- 
rences in  the  course  of  the  journey  are  related  in  the  following 
abstract  of  a  journal,  compiled  partly  from  recollection,  and  partly 
from  the  assistance  of  memoranda  written  with  a  pencil.* 

March  15th. — We  began  our  journey  for  Port  Jackson. 

16th. — Walked  16  or  18  miles  along  a  sandy  beach,  t 

17th. — Passed  several  small  rivers,  and  one  so  large  that  we  were  cross  a  river, 
obliged  to  construct  a  raft  to  cross  it.     From  the  detention  this 
occasioned  walked  only  8  miles. 

18th. — Forded  several  branches  of  rivers.    We  this  day  fell  in  interview 
with  a  party  of  natives,  about  fourteen,  all  of  them  entirely  naked.  «ith  natives. 
They  were  struck  with  astonishment  at  our  appearance,  and  were 

*  The  memoranda  were  evidently  written  bv  the  supercargo,  Hr.  Clark, 
t  It  is  probable  from  this  and  from  the  estimated  latitude  of  38"  S.  given  above  that  the 
boi&t  was  cast  ashore  on  the  northern  part  of  the  Ninety-mile  Beach. 
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the  wind  till  dayli^t,  and  then  made  the  signal  to  the  Nantiliis 
and  bore  away  S.  W.  to  make  the  promontoiy. 

October  17th. — At  noon  the  latitude  was  39"  11'  S.,  longitude 
148**  E.,  and  we  then  kept  W.  b.  S.  right  before  the  wind,  but  in 
lialf  an  hour  altered  the  coune  to  steer  for  land  whidi  appeared 
in  the  S.S.W.  At  1  hove  to,  and  got  ground  with  30  f  ms,  broken 
shells,  being  then  about  5  leagues  from  the  islands.  They  proved 
to  be  the  high  barren  land,  separated  by  a  passage,  which  I  had 
seen  when  in  the  Francis,  schooner ;  but  had  laid  down  a  few 
miles  too  far  to  the  southward.  They  afterwards  obtained  the 
name  of  Kent's  Group. 

But  little  account  can  be  given  of  the  longitude  of  these 
islands,  having  no  timekeeper  on  board,  but  147*  35'  E.  for  Idieir 
centre  seems  to  agree  best  with  their  supixwed  distance  from 
Fumeaox  Island  ;  the  latitude  is  39"  27'  8.  At  4  o'clock  we 
were  close  to  the  small  island,  off  the  N.E.  end,  and  bore  away 
along  the  north  side,  and  through  the  channel  which  nearly  divides 
the  group  into  two  equal  parts.  It  lays  S.8.  W.  throogli ;  is  about 
f  of  a  mile  wide,  and  so  deep  that  7  f  ms  up  and  down  did  not 
reach  the  bottom.  There  are  two  coves  on  the  east  and  one  on 
the  west  side,  in  one  or  other  of  which  small  vessels  might  lay 
securely  in  all  winds.  At  the  back  of  these  and  in  some  other 
places  the  high  bluff  land  is  intersected  by  gullies,  out  of  which 
gusts  of  wind  come  which  would  often  make  it  dangerous  to  carry 
much  sail  in  passing  through.  We  entered  the  channel  with  a  fresh 
breeze,  but  were  soon  becalmed  under  the  land,  when  in  a  moment 
a  gust  laid  the  gunwale  so  far  under  water  that  the  Nautilus 
expected  to  go  to  Furneaux's  Island  by  herself.  After  this  proof 
there  could  not  be  much  doubt  but  that  if  the  rigging  was  well 
set  up  the  mast  was  able  to  upset  the  sloop,  and  it  is  my  opinion 
that  the  stringy  will  make  the  best  of  lower  masts,  when  lightened 
a  little  by  drying,  for  those  vessels  that  carry  them  of  a  single 
stick. 

When  clear  of  the  channel  we  saw  the  small  islands  bearing 
S.W.  by  W.,  6  or  7  miles,  and  a  pyramidal  rock  to  the  south-east- 
wards, but  although  the  bearing  differs  a  good  deal  it  is  most 
probably  the  same  that  was  seen  in  the  Francis.  Night  coming 
on  prevented  our  ascertaining  the  point ;  however,  we  saw  nothing 
of  it  steering  S.E.  b.  S. 

We  wet*e  now  so  fAT  to  the  southward,  and  the  present  wind 
rendering  it  impossible  to  make  an  east  course  from  Wilson's 
Promontory,  that  I  gave  up  the  search  after  Fumeaux's  Land  till 
our  return,  and  kept  to  the  wind  all  night,  to  make  the  island  as 
far  to  the  northward  as  we  could. 

October  18th. — At  daybreak  moderately  high  land  appeared 
through  the  haze  from  N.E.  to  E.N.E.,  and  soon  after  a  round 
hill  to  the  southward  of  east,  which  proved  to  be  Mt.  Chappell, 
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24th. — We  had  travelled  about  7  miles  when  our  progress  was      1797 
stopt  bj  an  immense  river,  which  emptied  itself  in  the  ocean  by  «<  An  im- 
several  branches.     We  began  to  prepare  a  raft,  in  order  to  cross  gj"*®, 
the  river  before  u& 

25th,  26th,  and  27th. — ^These  three  days  were  employed  in  com- 
pleting the  raft  and  crossing  the  different  branches  of  the  river. 

28th. — In  the  course  of  this  day's  journey  we  reached  an  island,  An  island. 
about  5  miles  distant  from  the  seashore.  This  place  appears 
well  suited  to  afford  shelter  to  shipping,  being  completely  land- 
locked and  covered  from  the  wind.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  day's 
march  we  had  to  traverse  hills  of  sands,  which  made  it  exceedingly 
fatiguing ;  nevertheless  we  travelled  about  1 2  miles. 

29th. — On  crossing  a  narrow  but  deep  river  one  of  the  natives  Hostile 
threatened  to  dispute  our  landing,  but  approaching  with  a  deter-  °**»*'««- 
mined  appearance  no  actual   resistance  was  attempted,  and  a 
reconciliation  was  effected  by  the  distribution  of  a  few  stripes  of 
doth.      A  good  understanding  being  thus  established,  the  men 
called  to  their  wives  and  children,  who  were  concealed  behind  the 
rocks,  and  who  now  ventured  to  shew  themselves.     These  were 
the  first  women  we  had  seen  ;  from  their  cries  and  laughing  it  is 
evident  they  were  greatly  astonished  at  our  appearance.     The  men 
did  not  think  proper  to  admit  of  our  coming  sufficiently  near  to 
have  a  full  or  perfect  view  of  their  ladies,  but  we  were  near  enough  Native 
to  discern  that  they  were  the  most  wretched  objects  we  had  ever  ^^°*®°' 
seen — equally  filthy  as  the  men,  coarse  and  ill-featured,  and  so 
devoid  of  delicacy  or  any  appearance  of  it  that  they  seem  to  have 
nothing  even  human  about  them  but  the  form.     We  pursued  our 
way  and  walked  about  10  miles. 

30th. — Crossed  a  small  river  this  morning,  and  walked  about 
8  miles  through  a  country  interspei-sed  with  hills  and  covered 
with  heath.  We  came  to  a  pretty  large  river,  which,  being  too 
deep  to  ford,  we  began  to  prepare  a  raft,  which  we  could  not  have  Making  a 
completed  till  next  day  had  not  three  of  our  native  friends,  from  ***** 
whom  we  parted  yesterday,  rejoined  us  and  assisted  us  over.  We 
were  much  pleased  with  their  attention,  for  the  act  was  really 
kind,  as  they  knew  we  had  this  river  to  cross,  and  appear  to  have 
followed  us  purposely  to  lend  their  assistance.  In  the  evening  we 
travelled  about  4  miles  farther,  and  rested  for  the  night. 

31st. — Walked  about  18  miles  round  a  very  deep  bay  and  many 
small  rivers  opening  into  it. 

'    April  1st. — Passed  through  a  very  pleasant  country,   whose  pine 
delightful  verdure,  strewed  over  with  a  variety  of  flowers,  rendered  co^t'y- 
a  walk  of  20  miles  this  day  extremely  agreeable. 

April  2nd. — Travelled  8  miles  this  forenoon.    Between  9  and 
10  o'clock  we  were  most  agreeably  surprised  by  meeting  five  of 
the  natives,  our  old  friends,  who  received  us  in  a  very  amicable  Hospitable 
manner,  and  kindly  treated  us  with  some  shellfish,  which  formed  Q^^es. 
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1708  Fumeaux's  largest  island  made  their  appearance  through  the  haze, 
and  their  towering  peaks,  bathed  in  the  late  showers,  reflected  the 
gleaming  sunshine,  and  presented  a  spectacle  so  magnificent  and 
stupendous  that  the  circular,  gentlj-declining  Mount  Chappell 
ceased  to  attract  attention.  I  could  not  at  the  moment  blame 
the  sterility  that  produced  so  rich  a  scene.  Having  joined  the 
Nautilus,  we  steered  to  the  eastward  amongst  several  small  rocky 
islets  for  Cape  Franklin,  which  is  the  west  end  of  Cape  Barren 
Island. .  The  passage  between  this  and  the  large  island  appeared 
to  be  clear  on  this  side,  but  I  afterwards  learned  from  Mr.  Bishop 
presenation  that  small  islands  and  rocks  lay  in  many  [fuirts]  of  it.  Preservation 
Island  being  low,  and  laying  in  the  wake  of  tne  hiUs  on  Clarke's 
Island,  when  seen  from  this  direction  did  not  make  its  appearance 
till  we  were  very  near  it.  Mr.  Bass  and  myself  went  on  shore 
at  the  west  end  of  the  island,  which  we  passed  close  to,  as  well  as 
to  keep  clear  of  the  breakers,  which  lay  a  long  way  from  Kight 
Island,  as  for  the  convenience  of  landing. 

October  20th. — I  proposed  to  go  ahead  of  the  Nautilus  with  the 
sloop,  into  Armstrong's  Channel,  and  ascertain  the  nearest  situa- 
tion of  the  sealing  points  for  her  to  lay  in.  About  10  o'clock  on 
the  following  day  we  weighed  with  a  westerly  wind,  and  towed 
his  boat  over.  By  keeping  a  little  over  to  Clarke's  Island,  the 
soundings  were  never  less  than  3^  f  ms,  and  8  and  9  in  the  middle 
of  the  channel  past  Battery  Island.  Here  the  boat  returned  to 
pilot  the  snow.  We  stood  on  as  far  as  the  N.E.  point  of  Clarke  s 
Island,  and  landed  on  the  largest  of  the  rocks  that  lay  off  it.  Find- 
ing the  snow  did  not  follow,  we  turned  back  with  the  flood-tide, 
intending  to  stop  in  the  corner  near  Point  Whombat,  but  finding 
it  shoal,  we  anchored  2  or  3  cables'  length  from  the  N.K  side  of 
Battery  Island  in  3|  f'ms,  with  a  sandy  bottom. 

October  22nd. — There  is  a  large  shoal  laying  to  the  eastward  of 
Clarke's  Island,  and  nearly,  if  not  quite,  joins  the  western  passage 
island.  This  shoal  extended  a  good  way  to  the  northward,  and  is 
dry  in  some  places  at  low  water.  Standing  round  the  north  end 
of  tluR,  we  saw  the  snow  at  an  anchor  up  in  the  opposite  bight, 
several  miles  farther  from  the  seal  rocks  than  I  proposed  her  to  lay, 
which  was  off  the  southernmost  beach  near  the  high  land  of  Cape 
Barren  ;  but  it  afterwards  proved  that  she  was  in  a  better  place, 
the  beach  not  being  near  so  well  sheltered  from  the  present  westerly 
wind  as  I  expected  it  would  have  been  by  the  before-mentioned 
shoal.  Having  passed  two  rocks  which  lay  about  three  cables' 
length  off  the  beach,  we  lufied  round  and  let  go  the  anchor,  but 
found  it  did  not  hold ;  the  small  one  was  then  thrown  over  to 
assist  it,  not  having  the  sheet-cable  bent,  but  neither  did  it  hold, 
both  stops  appearing  to  have  broken  from  the  rings,  so  that  their 
weight  was  all  we  had  to  depend  upon,  and  this  was  not  sufficient 
to  hold  the  sloop  in  a  strong  breeze.     By  being  very  expeditious. 


Ashoal. 
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9th. — Proceeding  this  morning  on  our  journey,  we  were  again      1797 
alarmed  at  the  approach  of  the  party  who  detained  us  yesterday,  TheiThostiie 
and  whom  we  so  justly  suspected  of  treacherous  intentions.    They  demeanour, 
came  on  with  dreadful  shoutings,  which  gave  us  warning  to  prepare 
for  defence,  and  to  give  them  a  warm  reception  in  case  violence 
should  be  offered.    Fortunately,  however,  from  the  particular  atten- 
tion we  paid  to  their  old  men,  whom  we  supposed  to  be  their 
chiefs,  and  making  them  some  small  presents,  they  soon  left  us. 
This  dispersion  gave  our  little  party  general  satisfaction,  as  we 
were  doubtful  how  the  affair  might  have  terminated.     During  our 
conference,  and  at  their  departure,  several  of  them  had  placed  their 
spears  in  the  th rowing-sticks,  ready  to  discharge  at  us.     We  now 
pursued  our  route,  and  walked  about  10  miles. 

10th. — We  were  overtaken  by  a  few  of  the  natives  with  whom  Preparations 
we  parted  yesterday,  but  seeing  us  on  our  guard,  with  our  one  h^uiiyeg. 
gun,  two  pistols,  and  two  small  swords,  while  others  were  armed 
with  clubs,  and  perceiving  our  resolution  not  to  be  imposed  upon, 
they  acted  with  more  prudence  than  heretofore.     We  did  not  at 
this  meeting  indulge  them  with  any  presents,  but  to  one  gave  a  piece 
of  cloth,  in  exchange  for  a  large  kangaroo's  tail,  with  which  we 
endeavoured  to  make  some  soup,  by  adding  a  little  of  the  rice  we 
had  remaining,  from  which  we  received  great  nourishment,  being 
much  weakened  by  the  fatigue  and  want  which  we  had  suffered 
in  these  inhospitable  regions.     Our  walk  of  14  miles  this  day  was 
performed  over  a  number  of  rugged  and  disagreeable  heights,  until  a  mgged 
we  came  to  a  river,  which  we  crossed,  and  then  betook  ourselves  ^'^"""y* 
to  the  cheerless  turf  until  the  morning. 

11th. — Walked  8  miles  and  came  to  a  river,  where  we  met 
fourteen  natives,  who  conducted  us  to  their  miserable  abodes  in    - 
the  wood  adjoining  to  a  large  lagoon,  and  kindly  treated  us  with  Hospitable 
mussels,  for  which  unexpected  civility  we  made  them  some  presents.        ^ 
These  people  seemed  better  acquainted  with  the  laws  of  hospitality 
than  any  of  their  countrymen  whom  we  had  yet  seen,  for  to  their 
benevolent  treat  was  added  an  invitation  to  remain  with  them  for 
the  night.     They  did  not,  however,  lodge  us  in  their  nominal  huts, 
but  after  we  were  seated  around  our  resting-place  they  brought 
their  women  and  children  to  see  us,  and  certainly,  to  judge  from 
the  attention  with  which  they  surveyed  us,  we  afforded  them  no 
small  share  of  entertainment.     As  far  as  we  could  understand, 
these  natives  were  of  a  different  tribe  from  those  we  had  seen,  and  Tribal  war. 
were  then  at  war  with  them.     They  possessed  a  liberality  to  which 
the  others  were  strangers.  And  freely  gave  us  a  part  of  the  little 
they  had,  which  the  others  were  so  far  from  doing  that  they  would 
have  deprived  us  of  the  last  article  in  our  possession  had  they  not 
been  overawed  by  the  sight  of  arms,  against  which  they  knew  not 
how  to  defend  themselves.     We  endeavoured  to  make  our  enter- 
tainers sensible  by  signs  how  rudely  their  neighbours  had  behaved 
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1798  The  passage  between  Clarke's  and  Preserralion  IsLands  is  wider 

and  shoaler  than  that  on  the  north  side  of  the  latter.  There  seems 
to  be  but  little  tide  mnning  through  either  way,  bat  it  is  open  to 
the  S.W.  wind  and  swell. 

The  passage  into  Kenfs  Bay  lays  dose  along  the  shore  on  the 
east  side  of  Sloping  Point,  and  the  anchorage  in  5  to  7  fa'ms, 
at  the  back  of  a  small  rocky  islet,  which  breab3  off  the  sontherly 
sea,  and  noye  other  can  have  any  effect.  No  ship  ou^t  to  attonpt 
to  go  on  the  north  side  of  Battery  Island.  In  the  afternoon^  whilst 
we  were  on  shore,  the  westerly  wind  died  away,  and  a  breeae  sprung 
up  at  E.  b.  S.,  which  threw  some  swell  into  the  bay,  idthough  the 
wind  had  near  a  point  hold  of  the  eastern  island,  and  was  light. 

October  30th. — Before  the  morning  it  blew  a  moderate  breeae 
from  the  westward,  and  as  there  was  good  cause  to  distrust  the 
sloop's  ability  to  advance  in  the  teeth  of  it,  we  employed  Tuesday 
as  preceding  day,  in  getting  a  few  sealskins  dried  to  make  us  good 
warm  caps. 

October  31stb — On  Wednesday  morning  we  got  under  weigh  in 
time  enough  to  have  the  advantage  of  the  whole  of  the  flood,  which 
was  the  weather  tide,  what  wind  there  was  being  still  from  the  west- 
waiti.  At  noon  the  observed  latitude  was  40"*  39'  I?''  S.,  and  the 
largest  of  the  Swan  Islands  bore  S.  43  W.  about  7  miles ;  wh^i  it 
bore  S.S.W.  1 1  miles,  we  sounded  in  14  f  ms,  upon  a  sandy  bottom, 
and  at  1^  cables'  length  off  the  rocks  at  the  east  end  of  the  island  in 
10  fms.  The  flood-tide  having  done  running,  and  the  wind  being 
still  from  the  westward,  we  turned  up  into  a  litUe  sandy  bay  and 
anchored  soon  after  3  o'clock  in  4  fms,  at  2  or  3  cables'  lengths 
from  the  beach,  the  S.E.  point  of  the  island  bearing  N.  66"  £., 
and  the  extreme  of  Van  Diemen's  Land  S.  49^  K  betweoi  3  or 
4  leagues,  between  which  points  this  little  bay  is  exposed  to  the 
easterly  winds.  This  island  is  near  3  miles  in  length,  and  in  its 
shape  and  produce  seems  to  resemble  Preservation  Island ;  but 
the  latter  has  the  advantage  in  having  kangaroos  upon  it,  no 
marks  of  which  were  seen  here.  We  might  have  expected  to  find 
seals  here,  being  in  aght  of  the  islands  where  th^  abound,  but 
not  one  was  met  with.  Indeed  the  selection  of  place  which  these 
animals  make  is  beyond  my  comprehension ;  they  will  leave  one 
island  unoccupied  close  to  several  others  where  they  cover  the 
shores — nay,  one  point  upon  the  same  island  will  be  so  left,  and 
tofcally  without  any  apparent  reason,  at  least  in  the  form  or  situ- 
ation of  the  ground.  We  may  conjecture  that  they  follow  their 
food,  preferring  those  points  and  islands  for  their  residence  where 
the  most  fish  are  to  be  found;  and  the  choice  of  the  latter  is  deter- 
'  mined  by  streams  and  eddies,  and  perhaps  by  many  other  causes 
which  to  us  are  imperceptible.  I  had  been  led  to  suppose  we  should 
Swan  Isles,  find  great  numbers  of  swans  upon  this  island,  for  a  man  who  had 
been  left  at  Preservation  Island  with  a  part  of  the  cargo  of  the 
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bank,  in  which  three  or  fonr  of  our  party  got  to  the  opposite  side,  1797 
and  proceeded  on  their  journey.  Mr.  Thomson,  who  could  not 
swim,  in  making  an  effort  to  cross,  was  left  struggling  in  the 
water  by  the  canoe  sinking  under  him.  This  was  witnessed  by 
four  Bengal  blacks,  who,  though  they  were  adepts  at  swimming, 
stood  unmoved  spectators.  I  instantly  jumped  in  and  flew  to  his 
relief,  although  veiy  much  fatigued  and  very  cold.  I  seized  him 
by  the  hair  and  drew  him  to  the  shore  motionless.  My  first  care 
was  to  place  him  over  a  rock  with  hiis  head  downwards,  pressing 
him  at  the  same  time  on  the  back,  by  which  means  he  discharged 
much  sea-water  by  the  mouth,  and  in  a  little  time  recovered. 

18tL — The  illness  of  Mr.  Thompson,  occasioned  by  the  accident, 
prevented  our  walking  more  than  8  miles  this  day. 

19th. — CSame  up  with  those  who  went  before  us  the  17th. 
Were  again  stopped  by  a  very  large  river,  which  the  violence  of 
the  wind  prevented  us  from  crossinir.     We  therefore  employed  CoUecting 

I  •  X     .^        inuBscls  for 

ourselves  in  collecting  muscles,  which,  in  our  present  situation,  food. 
was  a  great  relief,  having  been  without  a  more  generous  nourish- 
ment for  two  days  before. 

20th. — Got  over  the  river  and  had  a  long  walk,  about  18 
miles,  through  an  immense  wood,  the  plain  of  which  was  covered 
with  long  grass.     We  had  the  good  fortune  this  day  to  have  a 
friendly  native  in  company,  who  undertook  to  be  our  guide,  by  a  native 
whose  good-natured  assistance  we  were  enabled  to  avoid  several  ^  ^* 
high  points  and  cut  off  a  great  deal  of  ground. 

21st. — Had  a  pleasant  walk  for  about  14  miles,  during  which  we 
met  a  party  of  natives  who  gave  us  plenty  of  fishes.     It  seems  they  Friendly 
had  met  the  Moor  whose  friendship  we  experienced  yesterday,  and  "*  ^^' 
were  by  him  informed  of  our  distress,  so  that  we  were  indebted  to 
that  kind-hearted  fellow  for  his  guidance  and  this  day's  protection. 

22nd. — The  natives  accompanied  us  a  few  miles  and  returned, 
leaving  with  us  a  plentiful  supply  of  fish.  This  day  we  walked 
12  miles. 

2drd,  24th,  25th. — Walked  10  or  12  miles  each  day,  without  Perishing 
meeting  with  any  natives,  and  being  wholly  without  nourishment  jJSger. 
almost  perished  for  want. 

26th. — At  9  a.m.  observed  several  natives  on  the  top  of  a  high 
bluff,  who  came  down  to  us  as  we  approached,  and  remained  with 
OS  for  some  time.  When  we  had  made  signs  to  them  that  we 
were  hungry  and  much  exhausted,  they  brought  us  plenty  of  fish  ^"p^^®*L& 
fiuid  treated  us  very  kindly.  After  we  had  refreshed  ourselves  and  fish. 
put  up  some  fish  to  carry  with  us,  we  were  preparing  to  proceed, 
when  about  fifty  strong  natives  made  their  appearance,  oi.  whom 
we  soon  took  leave,  giving  them  such  little  presents  as  we  could 
afford,  and  with  which  they  were  apparently  well  satisfied.  We 
had  not  parted  more  than  twenty  or  thirty  minutes  when  a 
hundred  more  approached  us,  shouting  and  hallowing  in  a  most 
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whether  a  ship  would  find  a  paseage  between,  and  therefore  it 
would  be  hazardous  to  attempt  passing  a  line  between  the  isles  and 
the  main  until  1  better  known. 

The  flood- tide  continued  to  carry  us  rapidly  to  the  N.W. 
towards  a  strong  ripling,  which  we  endeavoured  to  pass  to  the 
northward  of  by  the  assistance  of  our  sweeps ;  but  on  approach- 
ing it  we  found  it  extended  that  way  as  far  as  could  be  discerned, 
curving  a  little  to  the  eastward^  and  was  more  than  a  cable's 
length  in  breadth.  There  was  no  other  choice,  therefore,  than  to 
look  out  for  that  part  where  the  water  was  least  disturbed ;  in 
passing  through  we  found  9  fathoms  water  in  the  middle  of  it 
The  northernmost  of  the  islands  off  Cape  Portland  is  divided  into 
two  parts,  nearly  equal  in  size,  whence  it  will  be  distinguished 
by  the  name  of  Double  Island.  The  ripple  commences  about  a 
naile  N.W.  of  this ;  but  whether  there  is  deeper  water  upon  the 
breaking  part,  close  to  the  island,  that  I  cannot  determine.  Our 
sounding  of  9  fathoms  upon  the  ripple  may,  perhaps,  be  near  the 
average  depth  ;  but  as  this  agitation  of  the  water  is  most  probably 
occasioned  by  the  tide  passing  rapidly  over  an  irregular  bottom, 
the  soundings  will  necessarily  be  irregular  also. 

The  flood-tide  continued  to  run  till  4  o'clock,  carrying  us  now 
to  the  S.W'ward  towards  a  large  bight  round  the  cape  ;  when  the 
ebb  made  we  dropped  the  anchor  in  1 1  fathoms,  the  weather  being 
still  calm  and  the  evening  very  fine.  The  Double  Island  then  bore 
K.  35°  E.  2  or  3  miles  ;  and  the  westernmost  land  in  sight,  after- 
wards named  by  Governor  Hunter,  Isle  Waterhonse,  S.  49*  W. 
The  coast  round  the  bight  is  sandy,  the  same  as  to  the  eastward  of 
Cape  Portland,  and  rose  gradually  at  the  back  to  high  mountains, 
a  range  of  which,  bearing  S.  b.  E.,  much  resembles  the  peak  and 
high  land  of  Cape  Barren,  seen  in  the  same  direction. 

As  rivers  are  usually  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  mountains, 
their  channels  being  hollowed  out  by  the  water  from  the  heights 
tracing  the  same  course  down  to  the  sea  during  a  succession  of 
time,  so  we  expected  to  find  some  opening  in  this  bight ;  and  the 
ebb-tide  coming  at  the  rate  of  2^  knots  from  more  than  two  points 
within  the  westernmost  land  assisted  the  conjecture,  and  led  us  to 
hope  that  if  the  wind  should  come  dead  into  the  bight  and  too 
strong  to  beat  out  against,  there  might  yet  be  a  better  fate  in  reserve 
for  us  than  to  be  driven  on  shore. 

By  the  meridional  altitude  of  the  planet  Mars  the  latitude  of 
the  anchoring-place  was  40°  44'  S.,  which  is  the  situation  of  Cape 
Portland  by  the  observation  at  noon,  and  it  now  bore  nearly  east 
of  us  about  2  miles  distant.  A  single  set  of  distances  of  the 
sun  east  of  the  moon  gave,  when  corrected,  according  to  the  Port 
Dairy mple  observations,  148**  6i' ;  but  I  preferred  the  bearing  of 
Cape  Barren  Peak,  and  from  it  have  plac^  Cape  Portland  in  148' 
3'  to  7'  £.   in  the  chart     By  the  sun's  amplitude,  the  variation 
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1796      tile  Bh(nre  here,  and  IB  not;  80  peaked  and  in«g!^^  There 

Smoke  on     were  amokoB  rifiing  both  ahead  and  aatem  of  ns  £rom  the  low  ^ace 
the  main-     between  the  mountains  and  the  coast. 

land. 

The  wind  having  come  round  to  N.  b.  K,  we  hauled  up  to 
W.  b.  N.  and  passed  near  a  small  rocky  island  which  lays  about 
2|  miles  to  the  N. W.  of  the  cliffy  head ;  a  few  overgrown  hair* 
s^s  were  sitting  on  the  uppermost  parts  of  it   At  noon  observed 

utitudeMd  the  latitude  to  be  iO*"  55'  25"  S.,  and  the  cliffy  head  bore  S.  76  £. 

lonjfitodcL  4  or  5  mUes;  our  longitude,  Ur  16|'  E.  From  this  head  the 
shore  again  became  sandy.  A  projection  about  2  leases  fiarther 
on  opened  from  it  at  S.  58°  W.,  but  it  thmi  turns  more  to  the 
southward  to  a  low  head,  which  bore  from  us  S.  21  W.  3  leagues^ 
the  farthest  extreme  S.  39  W.  At  this  time  we  altered  the  course 
to  S.W.  b.  W.,  still  increasing  our  offing  somewhat,  for  the  wind 
was  now  upon  the  beam,  and  I  feared  it  might  come  still  farther 

Looking  for  forward.     Being  very  desirous  to  find  some  place  of  shelter  that 

andionge.  might  Save  us  from  being  driven  back,  should  the  wind  head  us  and 
come  to  blow,  and  finding  the  land  to  hollow  in  behind  the  low 
head,  at  2  we  steered  S.S.E.  towards  it.  As  we  advanced  the  port 
became  more  conspicuous,  and  in  two  hours  we  had  passed  the  low 
head  and  steered  in  S.E.  with  a  strong  fiood>tide.  Some  shoals  that 
were  not  quite  covered  we  left  on  the  starboard  hand,  and,  as  near 
as  the  wind  would  permit  us,  steered  a  straight  course  for  the 

**  A  Uu^e      entrance,  which  appeared  to  lead  into  a  large  basin  or  bay.*     This 

bay."  ^^  course  took  us  through  several  strong  riplings  and  whirlpools,  upon 
which  there  was  9,  7,  and  5  feithoms,  but  directly  we  were  in  the 
smooth  water  could  find  no  bottom  with  13.  About  3  miles  from 
the  entrance  a  low  green  island  lays  in  nearly  the  midchannel,  but, 
preferring  the  direct  course  into  the  basin,  we  left  it  on  the  larboard 
hand.  From  8  fathoms  the  next  casts  of  the  lead  were  3^  fathoms 
and  6  feet,  and  immediately  the  sloop  touched  the  ground ;  but  the 
bottom  being  soft  and  the  tide  flowing,  she  dragged  over  without 
injuiy,  and  the  water  gradually  deepened  till  we-  had  the  channel 
open  from  the  other  side  of  the  Green  Island,  when  the  line  showed 
7  and  8  fathoms,  and  then  no  ground  with  13. 

Finding  the  tide  hustling  us  we  scarcely  knew  whither,  and  the 
evening  coming  on,  steered  over  to  the  west  side  between  some  shag 
rocks  that  shewed  their  heads  above  water  and  the  point  they  lay 
off.     Here  the  water  shoaled,  but  getting  2  fa'ms  a  little  farther 

Anchor  for    off  the  shore,  dropped  the  anchor.    From  the  masthead  I  had  seen 

®  °  ^  '*     the  western  ann  over  the  low  point  of  land,  and  was  a  good  deal 

surprised  to  find  the  entrance  into  it  so  shallow.     Four  unfledged 

black  swans  that  were  caught  up  it  by  the  boat^  and  brought  on 

board  in  the  evening,  afforded  ue  great  joy,  considering  them  to 

provisionfl.    ^  &i^  earnest  of  fresh  provisions  as  long  as  we  should  stay  hera 

*  Named  by  OoTemor  Hunter  "  Port  Dairyniple,"  in  honor  of  Alexander  Dalrymi^,  Bj- 
drographer  to  the  AdminUfy.— Post,  p.  788. 


THE  rOYAGtE   OV  THE  JfOSLFOJJK.  7.81 

November  4th. — In  the  monung  Mr.  Bass  [landed]  to  walk  into      1798 
the  country,  with  two  men  to  accompany  him.    I  employed  myself 
in  measuring  a  base-line,  and  getting  bearings  from  several  stations  ifMsuring  » 
near  the  vessel  for  a  survey  of  the  port,  and  at  noon  observed  **•«■"«>«• 
the  latitude  with  the  artificial  horizon  upon  the  Shag  Rock  to  be 
41°  8'  29"  S.     These  rocks  are  a  good  large  collection  of  stones, 
which  are  covered  at  high  water  at  the  spring  tides.     At  about 
two  ships'  lengths  off  there  is  3  or  4  fathoms  all  round. 

From  hence  I  went  down  to  the  Green  Island,  and  being  low-  wiramininy 
water  time,  saw  the  shoals  in  the  mouth  of  the  port  extending  so  ^®  ^^ 
far  from  each  side  that  it  was  a  matter  of  surprise  to  me  how  we 
got  up  so  far  as  this  island  without  touching  the  ground.  In  the 
deep  channel  that  turns  round  to  the  east  of  this  island  there  is  a 
rock  lays  in  nearly  the  middle  of  it,  but  the  water  is  very  deep  in 
the  passages,  particularly  between  the  island  and  the  rock. 

The  greatest  part  of  Oreen  Island  has  long  coarse  grass  upon  it,  oreen 
and  several  small  trees  and  bushes.  The  large  noisy  ^Is  frequent 
it  for  the  purpose  of  laying  their  eggs,  several  of  which  we  found. 
There  were  also  some  old  nests  of  swans,  with  the  broken  shells  in 
them.  These,  I  think,  are  marks  of  the  inability  of  the  natives  to 
get  over  from  the  main,  and  led  me  to  suppose  they  had  no  canoes 
amongst  them.  The  young  flood  had  made  when  I  returned,  and 
formed  ripples  and  whirlpools  everywhere.  On  one  of  the  strongest 
of  these  there  was  25  fathoms.  Seeing  Mr.  Bass  at  the  waterside, 
we  took  him  off  in  our  way  on  board,  and  a  kangaroo  weighing 
80  or  90  pounds,  which  he .  had  shot,  and  which  was  amongst  the 
smallest  of  a  flock  he  had  fallen  in  with. 

In  the  evening  three  of  the  people  requested  to  take  the  boat  up 
the  western  arm,  which  I  granted,  with  an  injunction  not  to  land. 
In  two  or  three  hours  they  returned  with  six  swans,  which,  having  Swuis. 
no  wing'feathers,  they  had  run  down. 

November  5th. — The  following  morning  about  7  o'clock  the 
vessel  lifted  her  anchor  and  drifted  up  the  western  arm  with  the  Drifting 
tide  abreast  of  Red  Bill  Point,  before  it  was  perceived.  On  veering  ^^  ^^^ 
to  7  f a'ms  on  the  cable  she  brought  up,  but  as  I  imagined  the  cable 
had  been  shortened  by  getting  foul  round  the  anchor,  for  she  had 
rode  over  two  tides  with  the  same  scope,  we  dropped  our  small 
anchor  and  sighted  the  other,  but.it  was  clear.  We  moored  where 
she  then  lay,  being  about  a  cablets  length  from  the  north  shore  on 
one  side,  and  as  much  from  the  shoal  on  the  other.  The  greatest 
part  of  this  morning  I  was  tantalized  with  the  hope  of  gettingvome 
lunar  observations,  but  the  clouds  at  length  prevailed,  and  it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  get  a  meridional  altitude  had  I  been  within 
-tho  reach  of  the  sextant;  but  the  observation  by  the  artificial 
horizon  yesterday  shewed*  me  that  no  more  could  be  got  here  in  the 
same  manner.  The  rest  of  the  day  was  spent  in  surveying  and  Surreying. 
searching  for  a  watering-place  ;  bat  neither  Mr.  Bass  or  myself  met 
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1798  with  any  in  our  excursions  that  was  at  all  convenient.  I  therefore 
determined  to  proceed  up  higher,  as  well  as  to  examine  the  port, 
as  from  the  necessity  we  were  under  of  getting  water  before  we 
sailed. 

November  6th. — Accordingly,  next  morning  we  got  under  weigh 
with  that  intention,  but  the  flood-tide  being  almost  as  much  as 
she  could  stem,  and  sweeping  round  the  point  of  the  shoal,  we  got 
upon  it  before  the  sloop  could  answer  her  helm.  The  rise  of  the 
tide  and  a  little  exertion  got  her  off  without  any  injury,  and  we 
made  sail  with  a  fresh  westerly  wind  past  the  Shag  Rocks  over  to 
the  middle  island,  under  the  lee  of  which  I  proposed  to  anchor, 
but  finding  [it]  too  shoal  there  even  for  the  sloop,  we  stood  into 
the  bight  on  the  north  side,  and  kept  along  the  shore  upwards, 
looking  out  for  a  stream  of  water  and  a  cove  to  anchor  in  out  of  the 
tide's  way.  We  carried  10  f  ms  or  more  tolerably  dose  to  the  shore. 
After  running  2  or  3  miles  a  cove  presented  itself,  into  which,  from 
the  formation  of  the  hills  at  the 'back,  it  was  probable  there  would 
be  some  drain  of  water.  The  cove  was  too  shoal  for  the  sloop  to 
lay  in,  but  meeting  with  a  bank  where  there  was  5  fathoms  of  water 
we  anchored,  and  went  on  shore  in  the  boat  to  examine  it.  Marks 
of  natives  having  been  here  some  Uttle  time  back  were  numerous, 
and  we  found  what  was  of  much  more  importance  to  us — a  stream 
of  water  coming  into  the  N.  W.  corner  of  the  cove.  Near  the  middle 
of  it  also  was  a  gully,  which  had  contained  a  run  in  wet  weather, 
and  at  this  time  there  were  several  holes  in  it  full  of  the  best  water 
I  had  ever  tasted,  and  this  being  morQ  convenient  to  get  at  than 
the  other  was  pitched  upon  for  our  purpose. 

A  native.  During  dinner-time  a  native  came  down  to  the  shore  opposite 

to  us,  and  employed  or  amused  himself  by  setting  fire  to  the  grass 
in  different  places,  and  soon  after  we  observed  a  smoke  likewise 
upon  the  middle  island.  As  I  wanted  some  angles  from  this  place, 
Mr.  Bass  and  myself  went  there  in  our  little  boat,  but  the  natives 
had  then  left  the  island,  most  probably  at  our  approach,  for  soon 
after,  on  looking  round  with  a  telescope,  I  saw  three  walking  up 
from  the  dry  flat,  which  at  low  water  joins  this  island  to  the  main. 
They  appeared  to  be  a  man,  a  woman,  and  a  boy  ;  the  two  former 
seemed  to  have  something  like  a  small  cloak  of  skins  wrapped 
round  them. 

Watering.  November  7th  — The  getting  on  board  1  \  tons  of  water  employed 
the  boat  and  people  on  Wednesday  morning,  and  the  shoalness  of 
the  cove  was  such  that  the  hogsheads  could  only  be  rafted  off  at 
high  water.  In  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Bass  and  myself  landed  on  the 
opposite  shore;  he  to  examine  the  internal  part  of  the  country,  and 
I  to  ascertain  the  winding  of  the  coast-Une,  and  by  a  long  base 
to  connect  the  different  parts  of  what  may  be  called  the  basin  with 
this  eastern  arm.  About  sunset  we  returned  without  anything  in 
particular  occurring  to  either  of  us. 
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may  be  known  besides  its  latitude.  The  land  at  the  back  lays  1793 
much  more  in  hummocks  than  on  any  part  of  the  coast  near  it ; 
and  there  is  a  roundish  mount  about  3  leagues  inland,  bearing 
S.W.  i  W.  from  the  bay,  which  is  sufficiently  distinguishable  above 
the  neighbouring  hills  to  be  seen  at  some  distance,  and  may  be 
more  especially  known  in  a  fine  day  by  having  Mt.  Dromedary  Landmarks. 
in  sight  about  12  leagues  distant,  bearing  N.  b.  W.  from  the 
entrance  of  Twofold  Bay.  The  outer  points  of  the  bay  are  remark- 
able by  having  each  a  dry  rock  laying  off  them.  The  next  point 
without  that  on  the  south  side  is  the  before  mentioned  Haycock 
Point ;  and  we  noticed  that  the  projection  next  the  north  point  was 
broken,  remarkable  land,  a  flat  piece  appearing  to  be  separated 
from  it.  It  is  high  water  about  nine  hours,  and  rises  about  7  Tides. 
feet.  The  longitude  of  the  coast  is  150**  13',  which  is  13  miles 
farther  to  the  eastward.  Our  time  was  employed  from  the  9th-to 
the  14th  in  surveying  this  bay. 

October  14th. — In  the  morning  sailed  ;  and  soon  after  6  o^clock, 
having  run  10  leagues,  took  our  departure  from  Cape  Howe,  bear- 
ing N.W.  about  4  leagues,  and  steered  a  course  for  Furneaux's  Searching 
Land  (if  any  such  existed),  north  of  Sisters,  in  the  latitude  of  39^  pumcaux's 
The  wind  coming  round  to  the  N.W.,  I  hauled  up  S.W.,  thinking  i^°<^- 
it  immaterial  whether  we  first  made  Wilson's  Promontory  and  run 
east  from  it  to  the  meridian  of  the  Sisters,  or  vice  versa,  each  of 
them  being  equally  well  calculated  to  ascertain  whether  the  pro- 
montory was  the  land  seen  by  Captain  Furneaux  after  leaving  the 
islands,  or  whether  any  other  existed  in  that  latitude. 

October  15th. — From  daybreak  on  Monday  to  noon  we  kept 
close  to  the  wind,  which  was  light. 

Light  and  variable  from  the  westward.  Our  observed  latitude 
then  was  38**  34',  and  longitude  by  dead  reckoning  149"  16'  E.,  but 
we  then  thought  it  was  farther  to  the  westward,  from  having  the 
appearance  of  land  N.N.W.  of  us  supposed  to  be  the  hills  at  the 
back  of  the  long  beach  ;  this  could  have  been  only  an  appearance. 

The  amplitude,  9°  54'  east  variation  at  sunset ;  and  we  again 
thought  there  was  land  bearing  well  to  the  westward,  which  raised 
our  hopes  of  soon  making  Wilson's  Promontory.  As  soon  as  the  Ascertainingr 
stATS  made  their  appearance  I  got  a  set  of  distances  of  Fomalhaut  tude!*"^ 
east  and  Antares  west  of  the  moon,  by  each  of  the  sextants.  The 
result  was  considerably  to  the  eastward  of  our  dead  reckoning, 
and,  being  corroborated  by  some  taken  on  board  the  Nautilus, 
destroyed  all  hopes  of  a  westerly  current. 

October  16th. — Soon  after  daylight  tacked  to  the  N.W' ward, 
the  wind  being  at  W.S.W.,  but  saw  no  land  ;  at  noon,  latitude 
38**  42  J'  S.,  longitude  by  dead  reckoning  148^  39'  E.     The  weather  jg^^^^ 
continued  fine,  whilst  the  wind  shifted  gi*adually  round  to  the  away  for 
jsouth  to  east  in  the  course  of  the  following  night.     We  kept  to  promontory. 
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Oourae  of 
the  river. 
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country. 


A  thick  fog. 


as  we  Bailed  by  him.  We  extended  a  baae-line  from  the  next  point 
acroofi  a  amall  stream  of  fresh  water  which  faUs  into  the  shoal 
bight  between  Swan  Point  and  it,  and  having  gotten  the  neoessaiy 
angles  retained  on  board  about  4  o'clock,  the  sloop  beiog  then  at 
an  anchor,  very  near  us,  in  4  fathcMns.  She  had  met  with  shoal 
water  over  on  the  east  side,  and  being  obliged  to  torn  back  had 
lost  a  good  deal  of  time,  and  the  river  appearing  to  get  shoaler  in 
this  wide  part  of  it^  Mr.  Baas  stood  over  to  us  on  the  west  side  and 
dropped  the  anchor.  At  low  water  the  shoal  was  dry  to  within 
2  cables'  lengths  of  the  sloop,  and  extended  past  the  mouth  of 
the  fresh-water  run,  which  mnst  make  it  troublesome  to  fill  casks 
there.  Hoping  to  find  a  more  convenient  place  to  complete  our 
water  before  we  should  leave  this  river,  we  did  not  attcumpt  it  at 
this  place. 

As  the  order  I  received  from  his  Excellency  Captain  Hunter 
to  return  to  Port  Jackson  in  twelve  weeks  did  not  leave  me  any 
superfluous  time,  and  the  principal  object  of  the  expedition  re- 
mained to  be  fulfilled,  I  found  it  necessary  to  forego  the  desire  of 
examining  this  river  to  its  farthest  navigable  extent^  and  therefore 
determined  to  dedicate  the  following  day  to  an  excursion  in  the 
boat  as  far  upwards  as  I  should  be  able  to  carry  ou  the  survey, 
and  then  to  go  down  to  the  lower  arms,  one  of  which  remained 
wholly  unexamined.  This  I  proceeded  to  put  in  execution  on  the 
following  morning,  and  Mr.  Baas  landed  on  the  western  shore  to 
take  a  day's  walk  into  the  country  at  the  same  time. 

November  1 1th. — ^From  the  top  of  a  hill  that  stood  on  the  west 
side,  or  rather,  as  the  direction  of  the  river  is  in  this  part^  on  the 
south  side,  I  found  that  from  the  S.  W.  reach,  where  the  sloop  lay, 
the  river  curved  to  the  E.S.E.  and  ran  in' that  direction  1^  or  2 
miles,  where  it  appeared  again  to  open  out  its  banks  to  a  considerable 
extent ;  its  course  being  then  intercepted  by  a  great  body  of  moun- 
tains, it  turned  more  to  the  southward  along  the  foot  of  tiie  nearest 
range.  This  body  of  mountains  consists  of  three  ridges,  whose 
general  trending  is  towards  the  S.K  Some  blue  peaks  and  caps  of 
more  distant  land  to  the  E.N.E.  topped  over  the  uppermost  ridge, 
which  I  judge  to  be  the  same  seen  from  the  large  bight  on  the 
west  side  of  Cape  Portland,  and  amongst  which,  the  river  most  prob- 
ably takes  its  rise.  The  depth  of  water  being  8  fathoms  abreast 
of  the  hill  I  was  upon,  and  the  tides  running  still  very  strong,  are 
much  in  favour  of  the  supposition  that  the  river  runs  a  good  deal 
farther  up,  if  not  to  these  distant  mountains,  and  the  water  will 
be  fresh  a  very  few  miles  above,  for  it  was  almost  drinkable  at  low 
water  where  the  sloop  lay.  It  was  too  late  before  everybody  got 
on  board  to  move  downwards  the  same  evening. 

November  12th. — ^In  the  morning  a  thick  fog  prevented  us 
from  weighing  before  8  o'clock.  The  weather  being  then  calm,  we 
pulled  down  with  the  sweeps,  sounding  as  marked  in  the  sketch  of 
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and  was  as  conspicuous  from  this  as  from  the  other  side;  the  1798 
mountains  of  Fumeaux's  largest  island  were  obscured  by  the 
haze.  The  wind  hanging  obstinately  to  the  eastward,  we  tacked 
to  the  northward,  working  up  under  the  low  land  between  us  and 
the  mount.  At  noon  the  observed  latitude  was  40**  22'  S.,  and 
the  mount  bore  28''  to  the  northward  of  east,  the  nearest  land — 
&  low,  barren  island,  2  or  3  miles  in  length — being  about  4  miles 
distant.  On  approaching  the  high  land  first  made  in  the  morning 
we  found  a  small  low  island  laying  to  the  southward  of.it,  and 
connected,  or  nearly  so,  by  a  circular  reef  of  rocks,  whose  convex 
side  was  to  the  eastward.  The  wind  being  very  strong,  and  the  Looking  for 
weather  dull  and  threatening,  I  determined  to  try  for  anchorage  JSchoragc. 
under  the  lee  of  the  reef  for  the  night.  We  accordingly  luffed 
dose  round  the  island  about  dusk,  made  a  tack  into  the  bight,  and, 
finding  the  place  well  sheltered  from  tbe  easterly  sea,  dropped  the 
anchor  in  5  fms.,  having  found  a  coarse  sandy  bottom  with  7  at 
the  previous  cast,  but  it  proved  to  be  rocky  where  the  anchor  lay. 
The  Nautilus  stood  in  after  us,  but,  not  liking  the  appearance  of 
t^e»place,  ran  out  to  sea  again.  Between  the  island  and  the  reef 
is  a  space  where  we  expected  there  would  be  a  passage  out  for  us  • 
should  the  wind  come  round  to  the  westward,  but,  on  examining 
it  in  the  boat,  I  found  there  was  not  sufficient  water  through  for 
the  sloop  to  escape,  and  the  bottom  was  very  foul  everywhere. 
Fearing  the  rocks  might  cut  our  cable,  or  the  wind  shift  in  the 
night,  we  weighed  the  anchor  with  a  good  deal  of  difficulty,  stood  stood  out 
out,  and  after  running  2  leagues  to  the  southward,  hauled  to 
the  wind,  under  the  close-reefed  mainsail  and  storm-jib  till  day- 
light, and  then  bore  away  to  pass  between  Mt.  Chappell  and  the 
low  western  islands  to  join  the  Nautilus,  who  was  standing  off 
and  on. 

October  19th. — The  wind  being  now  from  the  N.E.,  on  approach-  chappeU 
ing  the  mount  it  appeared  that  the  island  on  which  it  stood  was  ^^^' 
small,  and  that  the  low  land  between  it  and  the  small  western 
island  was  a  separate  island ;  but  of  the  width  and  depth  of  the 
channel  between  it  and  the  mount  I  cannot  speak,  as  the  lee  side 
prevented  us  from  fetching  up,  and  the  weather  was  so  thick  and 
rainy  that  nothing  could  be  seen  of  it.  There  is  a  bight  on  the 
east  side  of  the  large  western  island  with  a  sandy  beach,  which 
would  afford  shelter  from  westerly  winds.  The  water  in  this 
channel  is  discoloured,  but  there  is  more  than  10  fms  through 
it.  Its  width  is  near  2  miles.  The  water  is  also  very  pale  for  Diacoioured 
a  considerable  distance  off  the  west  side  of  these  islands.  On 
sounding  we  found  a  sandy  bottom,  with  23  and  25  fms  at  3  leagues 
off.  This  cluster  bears  the  name  of  Chappell  Isles,  consonant 
with  the  mount.  They  are  rocky,  extremely  barren,  and  low, 
except  the  mount,  which  then  appeared  a  conspicuous  object  over 
them ;  but  it  was  so  no  longer  when  the  granite  mountains  of 
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17M      of  fresh  water ;  but  there  was  sufficient  room  for  a  hirger  vessel 

than  the  sloop  to  lay  there  out  of  the  tide's  waj,  in  from  3  to 

8  fathoms.      Had  the  weather  been  moderate,  I  should  have 

returned  and  brought  the  sloop  into  the  cove,  but  it  now  came  on 

to  blow  strong,  with  the  same  kind  of  weather  as  yesterday.     I 

therefore  continued  down  the  harbour  surveying  till  2  o'clock, 

and  having  the  opportunity  of  low  water,  went  out  upon  the 

extensive  ahoal  that  lays  along  the  sandy  western  shore,  uid  took 

bearings  of  every  place  where  the  water  appeared  to  break,  as  well 

as  of  the  rocks  and  shoals  that  showed  themselves  above  the  surface. 

At  night  we  dropped  the  sheet«nchor  under  foot,  the  wind  blow- 

A  gale.        ing  a  gale  from  the  N. W.,  with  constant  rain  and  thick  weather. 

November  20th. — ^There  being  a  light  breeze  at  N.N.  W.,  we  got 

Under         under  weigh  as  soon  as  the  flood  slacked,  and  at  noon  were  abreast 

^      '         of  the  outer  shoals,  having  narrowly  escaped  being  set  upon  a 

part  of  one  of  them,  which  was  now  first  perceived.     Towards  the 

low  head  there  were  many  dark-Kxdoured  suspicions  appearances  of 

shoal  water,  but  it  could  not  now  be  ascertained  of  what  nature 

they  wera 

Leave  Port        We  were  now  clear  of  the  port,  with  a  moderate  breeze  from  the 

JMrymf^    N.E.,  the  weather  cloudy  with  haze,  and  took  our  departure  from 

Low  Head,  steering  W.N.  W.     In  the  evening  the  weather  became 

thick  and  rainy,  when  we  kept  more  off  the  shore,  and  before  S 

hauled  our  wind  to  the  N.N.E.    At  12  it  began  to  freshen,  and  by 

daylight  had  brought  us  under  close-reefed  mainsail  on  the  larboard 

tack,  the  wind  having  come  round  to  W.  b.  N.,  where  it  fixed  and 

blew  a  strong  gale,  accompanied  with  thick  hazy  weather  and  a 

good  deal  of  sea. 

red^^  November   21st. — By  noon  the  balance-reefed  mainsail  and 

canvas.        reefed  storm-jib  were  as  much  as  the  sloop  could  bear,  but  these 

we  were  obUged  to  carry  as  long  as  possible,  to  make  certain  of 

drawing  off  the  coast.     The  sun  shewed  itself  at  times,  but  there 

was  too  much  spray  and  wet  over  everything  to  attempt  an 

observation  for  the  latitude. 

Trim  of  the       Towards  the  evening  the  storm-jib  split,  but,  from  the  mast 

being  placed  so  far  forward,  the  mainsail  balanced  very  well  by 

itself — an  evident  advantage  to  us  at  this  time,  although  it  was 

deemed  so  much  the  contrary  at  Port  Jackson  that  it  had  been 

intended  to  shift  it. 

We  were  well  satisfied  that  no  land  could  be  seen  at  sunset,  and 
retired  perfectly  easy,  the  wind  being  at  W.S. W.,  notwithstanding 
it  was  as  strong  as  before  and  the  sea  higher ;  for  although  the 
Agoodseo-  sloop  shipped  some  large  sprays,  upon  the  whole  she  performed 
wonderfully.  Seas  that  were  apparently  determined  to  swallow 
her  up  she  rode  over  with  all  the  ease  and  majesty  of  an  old  ex- 
perienced petterel.  The  gale  moderated  a  UtUe  during  the  night, 
and  the  sea  became  less  furious. 
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the  sheet-cable  was  bent,  and  the  anchor  got  over  the  side,  before      1798 
the  sloop  struck;  but  we  had  only  7  feet  water  abaft. 

October  27th. — We  were  detained  at  this  anchorage  by  a  heavy 
gale  of  wind  till  this  morning,  when  it  became  more  moderate, 
and  we  weighed  and  stood  over  with  the  flood-tide  to  the  Western 
Passage  Island,  on  which  two  of  the  people  landed  to  get  a  few 
sealskins.  In  standing  from  thence  to  speak  the  snow*  before  our 
final  departure,  the  shoal  water  on  the  north  side  of  tjie  channel 
obliged  us  to  tack  ;  and  a  heavy  squall  coming  on  at  the  same  time,  A  heavy 
we  anchored  in  5  fathoms,  and  soon  after  let  go  the  sheet-anchor,  *^*^*"- 
there  being  a  good  deal  of  sea  and  the  wind  blowing  a  gale  from 
W.S.W.  The  peak  of  Cape  Barren  bore  from  us  N.N.E.  i  E.,  and 
the  inner  rocky  point  S.E.  b.  S.  A  boat  that  came  to  us  in  con- 
sequence of  a  signal  was  not  able  to  return  till  the  following 
morning. 

October  29th. — It  was  not  till  the  morning  of  the  Monday  follow-  The  gale 
ing  that  the  gale  was  sufficiently  moderated  to  allow  of  moving ;  "»<><*«"^*^"8r- 
we  then  ran  over  to  the  little  sandy  bay  under  the  lee  of  the  island, 
which  the  two  people  were  upon,  and  anchored  in  2J  fathoms, 
having  the  rocks  off  the  N.E.  end  of  the  island  and  the  peak  nearly 
on  at  N.N.E.  The  outer  part  of  the  reef  that  lays  off  the  south 
point  of  the  bay  bore  S.E.  b.  E.  and  within  1^  points  of  being  shut 
on  with  the  south  end  of  the  eastern  island,  which  is  the  only  part 
that  this  bay  is  exposed  at ;  from  thirty  points  of  the  compass  it 
is  tolerably  well  sheltered. 

The  channel  between  these  two  Passage  Islands  lays  about  S.S.E. 
and  N.N.W.,  and  is  nearly  a  mile  wide.  The  flood  coming  from  the 
southward  joins  the  more  rapid  tide  from  the  eastern  passage  and 
runs  to  the  N.WVard,  leaving  a  shoal  on  each  side. 

After  tilling  up  the  large  bight  called  Kent's  Bay,  by  Mr.  The  tides. 
Simpson,  where  the  snow  lay,  the  tide  turns  to  the  W.S.W., 
between  the  N.E.  end  of  Clarke's  Island  and  the  opposite  sloping 
point  on  Cape  Barren  Island.  The  limits  of  the  channel  being 
here  contracted,  the  velocity  of  the  tide  is  increased,  and  thence 
the  depth  of  this  part  is  greater  than  we  found  it  anywhere  else. 
On  the  west  side  of  these  projections  the  sand  left  by  the  eddy 
has  accumulated  to  shoals,  which  are  partly  dry  at  low  water,  shoais. 
The  body  of  the  tide  runs  west-southerly,  past  the  south  end  of 
Battery  Island  and  Point  Whom  bat,  in  a  channel  of  9  to  1 2  fa'ms 
deep,  and  continues  its  course  through  between  the  northern  end 
of  Preservation  Island  and  the  opposite  shore,  where  as  far  as  we 
went  there  is  7  to  10  fa'ms  in  the  deepest.  On  the  west  side  of 
Point  Whombat  there  is  a  shoal,  which  extends  along  the  shore 
and  bounds  the  north  side  of  the  channel.  There  is  also  one  in 
the  wake  of  Preservation  Island,  bounding  the  south  side.  It 
lays  directly  under  the  lee  of  the  body  of  this  island  with  a 
westerly  wind. 

*  The  sealing-vessel  Nautilus. 
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1796      sight.     The  wind  had  by  this  time  shifted  to  N.N.W.,  and  blew 
•The  strong  with  rainy  weather,  and  before  8  o'clock  was  at  W.N.W., 

weather.  which  obliged  us  to  tack  off  shore.  At  noon  it  blew  a  gale,  but 
being  then  at  W.  b.  S.  the  weather  cleared,  as  it  usually  did,  when 
the  wind  was  on  that  side  of  west.  We  kept  steerage-way  on  the 
sloop  till  3  o'clpck,  and  then  took  in  the  storm-jib  and  lay  to  under 
the  close-reefed  mainsail. 

At  sunset  the  high  land  of  Cape  Barren  Island  and  of  Van 
Biemen's  Land  was  in  sight,  which  induced  me  to  make  as  much 
sail  as  the  sloop  could  bear,  to  keep  to  windward  during  the  night. 

November  26th. — The  wind  moderating  before  the  morning, 
and  coming  back  to  the  northward,  we  tacked  at  7  o'clock,  making 
Bearings  at  another  attempt  to  get  along  the  coast  to  the  westward.    At  noon 
°'^°"  it  was  nearly  calm ;  the  observed  latitude  was  40'  34'  30'  S.    Mount 

Chappell  bore  N.  31  E.  6  or  7  leagues,  and  the  low  land  about 
Isle  Waterhouse  S.  21  E.  About  3  in  the  afternoon  a  breeze 
sprung  up  from  E.  by  S.,  with  which  we  steered  to  the  S.W'ward. 
The  flat  level  island  before  mentioned  bore  S.  12  R  7  or  8  miles 
at  sunset.  At  10  we  hauled  N.E.  by  N.  off  the  coast  till  half- 
past  1,  and  then  tacked  to  come  in  with  the  land  by  daylight. 

November  27th. — At  6  in  the  morning  the  cliffy  head  bore  south 
1^  miles,  and  the  small  rocky  island  W.  by  N.  2  miles.  We 
passed  close  without  the  latter,  and  set  it  on  with  the  head  at  &E. 
by  E. 

Off  Port  Having  now  nearly  reached  the  western  part  of  our  track,  the 

Daio'mpie.  wind  began  to  shift  round  to  its  old  quarter,  with  hazy  weather, 
as  if  determined  to  resist  our  farther  progress.  At  9  o'clock, 
when  the  entrance  of  the  port  was  open  on  the  lee  bow,  it  fresh- 
ened to  a  gale,  and  the  sea  began  to  rise ;  we  therefore  judged 
it  expedient  to  bear  away  and  secure  a  retreat.  The  discoloured 
suspicious  appearance  which  had  been  observed  when  coming  out 
the  port  we  now  Eaw  were  patches  of  weed.  In  steering  through 
these  we  yawed  to  one  side  and  then  the  other,  to  prevent  running 
over  any  of  them.  Nevertheless,  I  apprehend  there  cannot  be 
less  than  3  f'ms  upon  these  patclies,  for  the  sea  did  not  break 
upon  any  but  the  outermost  one,  or  that  which  is  farthest  from 
Low  Head. 

December  3rd. — At  11  o'clock  we  anchored  near  the  Shag 
Rock  in  7  f'ms.  As  all  the  observations  made  in  this  port  were 
now  concluded,  this  may  be  the  most  proper  place  for  inserting 
such  as  are  most  material  and  have  not  been  remarked  in  our 
daily  transactions. 

nomSf  by         ^^®  hsrbour  itself  is  named  Port  Dalrymple  by  his  Excellency 
Hunter.        Govemor  Hunter,  as  a  small  token  of  respect  to  the  indefatigable 
labours  of  Alexander  Dalrymple,  Esq.,  whose  fame  in  the  hydro- 
graphical  world  needs  no  comment  in  this  place  to  support  it 
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wrecked  ship  Sydney  Cove,  told  me  he  had  visited  it  and  found  the       1798 
ground  thidcly  strewed  with  their  eggs,  from  which  account  I  had 
called  this  and  the  small  rocky  patches  near  it  the  Swan  Isles,  a 
name  they  appear  very  little  to  deserve. 

November  1st. — The  flood  making  about  9  o'clock  in  the  morning,  Under 
we  were  under  weigh-  at  that  time,  and  off  the  south  end  of  the  ^®*^*'- 
island,  carrying  6,  7,  and  8  fathoms  along  it  at  less  than  2  cables' 
lengths  from  the  rocks.  There  is  another  bay  at  the  S.W.  end  of 
the  island ;  it  does  not  bight  back  so  far  as  that  in  which  we 
anchored  at  the  S.E.,  but  having  a  more  southern  aspect,  it  seems 
to  be  not  so  much  exposed  to  easterly  winds. 

Being  nearly  calm,  we  drifted  with  the  tide  towards  the  N.E. 
point  of  Van  Diemen's  Land,  afterwards  named  by  Governor 
Hunter,  Cape  Portland  ;  the  depth  of  water  generally  8  f  ms,  with  Cape 
a  sandy  bottom,  to  within  a  mile  of  the  shore,  when  it  shoaled  to  3.  ^<*'^^"*'* 
The  sun  was  upon  the  meridian  whilst  in  that  situation,  and  gave 
the  latitude  40*  43'  4.0'^  S.,  and  the  peak  of  Cape  Barren  bearing  Bearings  of 
N.  3V  K,  the  longitude  will  be  148'  6' ;  taking  the  peak  in  148"  headlands. 
26'  E.,  as  the  run  to  Low  Head  at  the  entrance  of  Port  Dalrymple, 
and  the  lunar  observations  taken  in  that  port,  afterwarc  s  gave  it. 
Had  I  been  fortunate  enough  to  have  had  one  of  the  timekeepers 
on  board  the  sloop  that  were  at  Port  Jackson,  the  relative  positions 
of  all  these  places  that  are  within  a  few  days'  run  of  Port  Daliymyle 
would  have  been  well  ascertained,  and  from  the  arrangement  of 
the  observations  taken  there,  and  their  number,  the  real  situations 
would  probably  have  been  as  near  the  truth  as  the  lunar  distances 
nt  present  usually  give. 

From  the  easternmost  extreme  of  the  land  to  Cape  Portland  Character  of 
the  shore  is  sandy,  and  apparently  barren  enough,  but  rises  gradu-  ***®  coun*»7« 
ally  to  hills,  which  seem  well  cloUied  with  verdure.     The  coast  is 
almost  a  continued  beach.     There  are  two  or  three  small  low 
islands  off  the  cape,  which  bore  W.N.W.  about  2  miles  at  noon, 
and  some  patches  of  dry  sand  between  them  and  the  sloop.    Fear- 
ing these  might  be  connected  with  the  cape  by  shoals,  we  put  the 
vessel's  head  to  the  northward,  and  as  she  had  steerage  way,  ex- 
pected to  have  passed  round  the  whole.     This  was  accomplished, 
but  the  tide  increased  its  rapidity  so  much  on  approaching  the  A  strong 
outermost  island  that  it  took  away  all  command  of  the  vessel,  ^^^® 
and  we  no  sooner  perceived  a  ledge  of  rocks  laying  off  the  N.E. 
end  of  the  island  than  we  were  hurried  into  the  middle  of  it,  and 
saw  the  stones  close  under  the  bottom.     Before  the  sweeps  could 
be  got  out  or  any  other  movement  effected,  the  tide  earned  us  into 
deep  water ;  and  probably  found  a  deeper  channel  for  us  than  we 
could  have  dene  for  ourselves. 

From  this  island  a  line  of  shoal  water  extends  so  far  to  the 
eastward  towaids  the  small  western   Swan   Isles  that  I  doubt 
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17M      contractions,  and  the  consequent  irregularity  of  the  boitoBi,  tie 
ripples  and  whirlpools  are  very  strong  and  numerous. 
The  It  will  appear  from  the  sketch  of  this  port*  that  it  is  very  difficult 

entmnoe  to  ^£  i^^^^gg^  Jq  addition  to  the  sketch,  I  would  observe  to  a  veseel 
Dairympie.  going  in  that  the  greatest  part  of  the  shoals  are  covered  at  half- 
tide  ;  it  is  therefore  by  much  the  best  time  to  go  in  with  the  first 
of  the  flood,  or  even  a  little  before  that.  A  line  drawn  from  about 
two  cables'  lengths  of  Low  Head  for  the  middle  of  the  harbour 
will,  with  a  little  deviation,  carry  her  almost  up  to  Green  Island. 
There  are  two  passages  into  this  fairway — that  nearest  Low  Head 
is  amongst  the  patches  of  weed  ;  the  outer  one  is  to  run  tolerably 
near  the  outermost  shoal,  which,  I  believe,  is  uncovered  at  all 
times  of  tide,  and  then  to  stecsr  about  E.  b.  S.  for  the  lagoon  beach, 
according  to  the  line  of  direction  marked  in  the  sketch.  I  am  not 
quite  certain  whether  at  a  much  less  distance  than  two  cables' 
lengths  from  the  Low  Head  the  former  passage  may  not  be  dear 
of  the  patches  of  weed ;  it  appeared  to  be  so  horn  the  head. 
mS!SS  Having  steered  S.E.  b.  S.  about  one  mile  and  a  half  for  the 

middle  of  the  harbour,  which  will  be  sufficiently  conspicuous 
unless  the  weather  is  very  thick,  the  deep  channel  will  begin  to 
narrow ;  and  a  dangerous  rock  on  the  larboard  hand,  with  shoal 
water  a  small  distance  round  it,  must  be  looked  well  out  for.  If 
it  should  be  above  or  near  half-tide  it  will  be  covered;  but  its 
place  may  be  well  ascertained  by  a  remarkable  gap  in  the  trees  at 
the  top  of  the  northernmost  and  nearest  hill,  which  bears  E.  b.  N. 
from  the  rock.  This  rock  and  shoal  are  more  particulariy  dan- 
gerous, as  the  ebb-tide  appears  to  set  a  good  deal  upon  them  ;  the 
situation  will  often  be  denoted  by  a  strong  ripple,  but  perhf^ 
not  always.  It  is  safest  to  keep  the  shoal  on  the  starboard  hand 
nearest  aboard,  especially  above  the  narrow  part,  hauling  more 
into  the  channel  whenever  the  line  shews  five  or  six  fathoma 
entranoel^^  This  shoal,  being  in  general  a  mixture  of  shells,  sand,  and  a  little 
mud,  upon  a  rocky  foundation,  will,  in  almost  all  kinds  of  weather, 
show  itself  to  a  man  at  the  masthead,  and  is  tolerably  steep  too. 
If  the  vessel  comes  in  before  the  tide  is  much  risen,  the  greatest 
part  of  it  will  be  dry  untill  Green  Island  is  approached  very  nesr 
to.  It  will  have  the  appearance  of  being  a  point,  and  the  direct 
channel  into  the  basin  will  se^m  to  be  on  the  west  side  of  it ;  but 
with  the  knowledge  that  the  channel  winds  round  on  the  east  side 
of  the  island,  it  will  be  sufficiently  conspicuous. 

The  middle  rock  lays  equi-distant  from  the  Green  Island  and  the 
two  points  of  Outer  Cove,  and,  like  most  of  the  ixxsks  and  shoals, 
T^e^_^  is  uncovered  till  near  half-flood.  The  passage  is  clear  on  each  side 
of  it  and  deep  moderately  close  to,  but  that  nearest  to  the  island 
is  the  best  and  most  direct.  Should  the  rock  be  covered,  the  safest 
way  is  to  keep  the  island  close  on  board  ;  this  is  more  especially 
necessary  on  the  ebb-tide,  for  it  sets  over  or  close  past  the  rock, 

•  See  Plate  ^%  FUndei^e  •*  Term  AiutnOie"  (AtlasX 
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was  12*  20'  K,  but,  as  before  observed,  our  azimuth  compass  could      1798 
seldom  be  depended  on  to  2  or  3  degress.     I  believe  the  variation 
to  be  about  9°. 

November  2nd. — In  the  morning  we  weighed  with  a  breeze  at 
E.S.K,  and  steered  south  for  the  head  of  the  bight  in  a  line  steennf^ 
parallel  with  the  larboard  shore.  It  forms  into  sandy  bights,  and  *^"***- 
has  some  low  rocky  islands  laying  along  it  at  a  small  distance ; 
the  largest  might  be  a  quarter  of  a  mile  long.  At  noon  the  latitude 
observed  was  ^0°  49'  45"  S.  Our  distance  from  the  beach  near 
the  head  of  the  bight  was  not  more  than  1  ^  miles,  and  the  Double 
Island  and  Cape  Portland  were  in  a  line  bearing  N.  18  E.  6  miles. 
After  standing  a  mile  farther  on  the  same  course  we  bore  away 
S. W.,  and  afterwards  W.N.W.  along  the  shore  for  Isle  Water-  isie  Water- 
house,  finding  no  river  or  opening  of  any  kind.  This  island  is  ^"*®* 
about  3  miles  in  length,  moderately  high  and  level,  and  its  dis- 
tance from  the  west  point  of  the  large  bight  is  about  1^  miles. 
There  is  a  sandy  hillock  upon  this  point  of  the  bight,  and  some 
rocks  laying  a  quarter  of  a  mile  right  off  it,  but  at  a  mile  distance 
there  is  8  f'ms.  Seeing  the  coast  trend  well  to  the  southward  of 
west,  we  hauled  up  within  the  island  and  steered  along  it.  Our 
soundings  in  the  passage  were  never  less  than  4  f'ms,  but  the 
bottom  being  a  white  sand,  the  discoloured  patches  showed  them- 
selves as  distinctly  as  if  there  had  been  only  as  many  feet.  A 
small  rocky  island  lays  only  f  of  a  mile  off  the  S.E.  end  of  Isle 
Waterhouse,  and  somewhat  contracts  the  width  of  the  channel ; 
but  the  depth  of  water  had  increased  to  6  fathoms  when  abreast 
of  it.     There  were  many  birds,  and  a  few  hair-seals  upon  it. 

The  main  continued  rather  low  near  the  shore,  with  patches  The 
of  trees  in  places  sandy  beaches  in  general  skirting  it  as  before.  "^"^*'- 
After  running  about  4  miles  S. W.  by  W.  the  coast  trended  S.S.W. 
into  a  bight,  and  then  rounds  out  to  a  point,  from  which  Isle 
Waterhouse  bore  N.E.  10  miles.  This  projection  is  composed  of 
sandhills,,  as  is  another  much  resembling  it,  2  miles  W.S.W.  of 
it.  Seeins;  rocks  laying  out  some  distance  to  the  westward  of  this 
last  point,  we  sounded  past  it  in  5  and  4  fa'ms,  at  j^  of  a  mile 
distant.  At  dusk  we  hauled  to  the  wind  off  the  coast ;  the 
furthest  land  in  sight  bore  S.  60  W.  about  5  miles,  and  an  island 
about  a  mile  long  much  resembling  Isle  Waterhouse  N.  9**  E. 
nearly  the  same  distance.  The  wind  was  now  fresh  at  N.E.,  and 
continued  so  all  night,  during  which  time  stood  to  and  fro,  keeping  standing  on 

.i       •  1       J  •        •    i_x  and  off  all 

the  island  in  sight.  nij^ht. 

November  3rd. — At  daybreak  we  were  1 J  [miles]  to  the  west- 
ward of  it.  The  top  appeared  green  and  level,  and  the  shores  rocky, 
but  I  did  not  see  any  seals  upon  it.  Having  regained  yesterday's 
track,  we  kept  along  the  shore  for  the  head  set  last  night,  which 
was  higher  than  usual,  and  remarkable  for  being  the  first  cliffs  we 
had  met  with  on  the  coast     The  high  land  approaches  nearer  to 
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of  time  that  our  boat  could  be  spared  from  more  important 
employments  we  caught  about  thirty-five,  and  as  one  will  serve 
three  or  four  people  for  a  day,  they  constituted  the  greatest  part 
of  our  food  during  the  time  of  our  stay.  They  frequent  the 
middle  and  western  arms,  but  in  the  upper  parts  we  found  them 
most  numerous  at  the  heads  of  the  coves,  and  particularly  in  the 
shoal  bight  above  Swan  Point ;  but  they  will  probably  be  found  in 
still  greater  numbers  in  the  fresh  water. 

Kangaroos  are  tolerably  numerous,  and  Mr.  Bass  was  of  opinion 
that  they  are  larger  than  those  about  Port  Jackson. 

Tliere  are  large  flocks  of  ducks,  but  we  found  them  shy.  We 
took  no  trouble  after  them,  and  consequently  got  none.  The 
white-bellied  shag  is  commonly  met  with,  and  the  large  black 
one  that  is  usually  found  about  rivers.  This  last,  we  afterwards 
found,  was  very  good  eating.  Pelicans  also  inhabit  hera  Of  the 
fish,  I  can  only  say  that  our  wants  or  leisure  were  never  sufficient 
to  induce  a  trial  to  catch  any.  A  hook  was  once  put  over  for  a 
shark  or  nurse,  which  a  piece  of  hide  that  was  soaking  overboard 
had  attracted  to  the  sloop.  The  islands  in  this  port  would  he 
found  very  convenient  for  landing  goats  or  other  stock  upon 
from  a  ship  during  her  stay.  Green  Island  has  before  been 
spoken  of.  Middle  Island  is  a  very  beautiful  place,  and  contains 
about  forty  acres  of  good  pasturage,  but  the  natives  sometimes 
cross  over  the  flat  from  the  main,  which,  however,  it  is  probable 
they  would  not  do  if  the  ship  was  laying  near,  or  any  person 
was  on  shore  with  the  stock.  Egg  Island  is  small.  We  did  not 
observe  any  marks  of  the  natives  having  visited  it,  and  it  is 
covered  with  long  grass  ;  our  limited  time  would  not  allow  us  to 
follow  it  up  as  far  as  it  permitted  navigation.  From  the  table  at 
the  end  of  this  journal  it  will  appear  that  the  latitude  of  Low 
Head  is  about  41°  3^  south,  and  the  longitude  147°  IT  east  of 
Greenwich.  The  variations  by  the  azimuth  compass  was  7"  33' 
15''  east,  and  by  the  theodolite  8*"  30'.  I  calculated  the  time  of 
high  water  to  be  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  the  moon 
passes  over  the  meridian,  and  the  rise  of  the  tide  fix)m  six  to  eight 
feet ;  the  ebb  runs  out  near  seven  hours. 

December  3rd. — ^Whilst  laying  at  an  anchor  off*  the  Low  Head 
we  got  some  azimuths  by  the  compass,  which  agreed  very  well 
with  those  taken  in  Outer  Cove.  We  had  scarcely  finished  taking 
them  when  a  breeze  sprung  up  from  the  N.EVard,  upon  which  we 
quickly  got  the  anchor  up  and  made  all  sail  to  the  westward.  A 
little  before  it  was  dark,  a  rounded  hill,  which  was  the  farthest 
land  in  sight,  bore  W.  b.  S.  At  8  we  hauled  to  the  wind  off  the 
coast,  being  then  7  or  8  miles  from  Port  Dalrymple. 

December  4  th. — At  4  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning  we  found  our- 
selves about  2  miles  to  the  east  of  our  situation  on  the  preceding 
evening.     We  then  made  sail  W.  b.  N.,  with  a  light  breeze  from 
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November  4th. — In  the  morning  Mr.  Bass  [landed]  to  walk  into      1798 
the  coantiy,  with  two  men  to  accompany  him.    I  employed  myself 
in  measuring  a  base-line,  and  getting  bearings  from  several  stations  Measuring  a 
near  the  vessel  for  a  survey  of  the  port,  and  at  noon  observed  **■«•""«• 
the  latitude  vdth  the  artificial  horizon  upon  the  Shag  Rock  to  be 
41°  8'  29''  S.     These  rocks  are  a  good  large  collection  of  stones, 
which  are  covered  at  high  water  at  the  spring  tides.     At  about 
two  ships'  lengths  off  there  is  3  or  4  fathoms  all  round. 

From  hence  I  went  down  to  the  Green  Island,  and  being  low-  Examining 
wi&ter  time,  saw  the  shoals  in  the  mouth  of  the  port  extending  so  ****  ^^ 
far  from  each  side  that  it  was  a  matter  of  surprise  to  me  how  we 
got  up  so  far  as  this  island  without  touching  the  ground.  In  the 
deep  channel  that  turns  round  to  the  east  of  this  island  there  is  a 
rock  lays  in  nearly  the  middle  of  it,  but  the  water  is  very  deep  in 
the  passages,  particularly  between  the  island  and  the  rock. 

The  greatest  part  of  Green  Island  has  long  coarse  grass  upon  it,  Oreen 
and  several  small  trees  and  bushes.  The  large  noisy  gulls  frequent 
it  for  the  purpose  of  laying  their  eggs,  several  of  which  we  found. 
There  were  also  some  old  nests  of  swans,  with  the  broken  shells  in 
them.  These,  I  think,  are  marks  of  the  inability  of  the  natives  to 
get  over  from  the  main,  and  led  me  to  suppose  they  had  no  canoes 
amongst  them.  The  young  flood  had  made  when  I  returned,  and 
formed  ripples  and  whirlpools  everywhere.  On  one  of  the  strongest 
of  these  there  was  25  fatiioms.  Seeing  Mr.  Bass  at  the  waterside, 
we  took  him  off  in  our  way  on  board,  and  a  kangaroo  weighing 
80  or  90  pounds,  which  he .  had  shot,  and  which  was  amongst  the 
smallest  of  a  flock  he  had  fallen  in  with. 

In  the  evening  three  of  the  people  requested  to  take  the  boat  up 
the  western  arm,  which  I  granted,  with  an  injunction  not  to  land. 
In  two  or  three  hours  they  returned  with  six  swans,  which,  having  Swans. 
no  wing-feathers,  they  had  run  down. 

November  5th. — The  following  morning  about  7  o'clock  the 
vessel  lifted  her  anchor  and  drifted  up  the  western  arm  with  the  Drifting 
tide  abreast  of  Red  Bill  Point,  before  it  was  perceived.  On  veering  JJ^^  ***® 
to  7  fa'ms  on  the  cable  she  brought  up,  but  as  I  imagined  the  cable 
had  been  shortened  by  getting  foul  round  the  anchor,  for  she  had 
rode  over  two  tides  with  the  same  scope,  we  dropped  our  small 
anchor  and  sighted  the  other,  but.it  was  clear.  We  moored  where 
she  then  lay,  being  about  a  cable's  length  from  the  north  shore  on 
one  side,  and  as  much  from  the  shoal  on  the  other.  The  greatest 
part  of  this  morning  I  was  tantalized  with  the  hope  of  getting  some 
lunar  observations,  but  the  clouds  at  length  prevailed,  and  it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  get  a  meridional  altitude  had  I  been  within 
-the  reach  of  the  sextant;  but  the  observation  by  the  artificial 
horizon  yesterday  shewed  me  that  no  more  could  be  got  here  in  the 
same  manner.  The  rest  of  the  day  was  spent  in  surveying  and  surveying, 
searching  for  a  watering-place  ;  bat  neither  Mr.  Bass  or  myself  met 
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1796  distinguiahable  the  last  two  days,  there  being  no  land  of  at  all  an 
equal  height  near  it.  It  made  at  first  with  a  flat  top,  but  as  we 
brought  it  to  bear  to  the  eastward  of  south  it  assumed  a  conic 
form. 
adj^M^  From  Fort  Daliymple  to  Table  C^)e  the  land  was  well  coTered 
oountfy.  with  wood,  and  had  the  i^pearance  d  being  fertile  ;  bat  on  the 
west  side  of  the  cape  there  seems  to  be  scarcely  earth  enough  to 
support  a  starved  scrubby  Inrush,  the  bare  rock  showing  itself  in 
patches  up  to  the  summit  of  the  hilla  The  rocky  cape*  fcx*  which 
we  steered  lays  W.  b«  N.  \  N.  from  Table  Gape  about  4  leagues, 
and,  like  most  of  the  other  projections,  made  at  first  like  an  i^and. 
The  shore  between  hollows  back  into  two  shallow  bays,  the  west- 
ernmost with  a  sandy  beach,  and  there  is  a  small  rocky  islet  laying 
off  it  one  mile  and  a  half  distant  from  the  shore. 

At  8  o'clock  we  were  abreast  of  the  rocky  cape.     Behind  it  the 
shore  falls  back  to  the  south-westward  with  a  sandy  beadi,  but 
curves  round  to  the  northward,  and  seemed  to  join  the  fiat-tc^>ped 
Circular       piece  of  land  which  is  called  Circular  Head  in  the  charts,  and 
Head.  which  in  its  form  very  mudi  resembles  a  Christmas-cak&    It  lays 

about  N.  b.  5^  W.,  aiul  distant  4  leagues  from  the  Rocky  Cape.  I 
cannot  be  certain  that  there  is  no  opening  in  the  bight  between 
these  two  projections,  for  the  shore  being  low  and  sandy,  and  a 
thick  haze  hanging  over  the  land,  the  continuation  was  not  seen 
Bearinga  of  to  be  complete.  At  half-past  10  the  line  d:  the  shore  from  the 
"^  ^^  arcular  Head  into  the  bight  bore  a W.  b.  8.,  the  head  being 
then  only  one  mile  and  a  haJf  distant  Upon  the  lower  land  that 
lays  on  tiie  west  side  of  the  peninsulated  Circular  Head  there  are 
some  large  green  bushes,  which,  at  a  distance,  appear  above  the 
smooth  iuilf-Btarved  brush  like  sea-lions  and  seals  laying  upon  a 
rock.  This  lower  land  is  not  above  two  or  three  miles -in  breadth 
from  the  Circular  Head,  for  the  coast  again  falls  back  to  the 
southward  some  little  distance^  and  then  continues  its  trending 
to  the  westward,  but  from  the  haziness  of  the  weather  and  our 
distance  off  the  shore  we  could  only  see  it  in  patches.  At  noon, 
light  breezes  from  N.K  b.  R  and  fine  weather,  but  thick  over  the 
Latitudeaad  land.  The  observed  latitude  was  40^  39'  44''  south,  and  the  Ion- 
longitude.  ^^^^^  brought  on  from  Port  Dalrymple  145^  43'  east.  CircuUr 
Head  bore  S.  27^  K  6  or  7  miles,  and  the  farthest  continua- 
tion of  the  land-  S.  16^  W.,  to  the  westward  of  which  it  only 
appeared  at  intervals ;  and  I  think  it  probable  that  there  is  some 
opening  near  the  last-mentioned  bearing,  but  running  to  leeward 
to  examine  it  was  too  dangerous  at  this  time,  the  wind  seeming 
inclined  to  come  right  on  the  shore,  and  there  was  a  hummock 
of  land  in  sight  as  Hr  as  N.  52^  W.,  which  was  the  northernmost 
of  three  that  lay  near  each  other,  in  nearly  a  north  and  south 
direction.  The  southernmost  hummock  is  the  highest^  and  some- 
thing like  a  broad-based  sugar-loaf  in  form. 

*  TUs  cape  atill  bean  the  name  of  "  Rocky  Point" 
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November  9th. — The  whole  of  the  next  day  the  wind  blew  strong       1798 
from  the  eastward,  with  thick  rainy  weather.     On  the  following 
morning  we  got  under  weigh  with  the  first  of  the  flood,  and  turned  Under 
upwards,  the  wind  being  at  S.E.  in  alight  breeze.     When  abreast  '*^®'*^**' 
of  Point  Eapid,  where  the  main  stream  runs  short  to  the  S.E' ward, 
I  left  the  sloop  to  Mr.  Bass,  and  went  away  in  the  boat  to  examine 
how  this  eastern  branch  terminated,  and  to  get  a  few  bearings 
to  correct  the  survey  as  went  up.     From  the  flood-tide  running 
so  strong,  the  haste  I  was  obliged  to  make  to  follow  after  the  sloop 
prevented  me  from  going  up  to  the  head  of  this  branch,  but  it 
appeared  to  terminate  as  laid  down  in  the  sketch  of  the  port. 
Having  no  lead  in  the  boat,  I  could  not  ascertain  whether  it  is  Examining 
deep  enough  for  vessels  to  lay  in,  but  it  appeared  to  be  so.     The  Bm;^.^"* 
wind  having  dwindled  away  to  a  calm  (and  the  sloop  would  con- 
sequently be  unable  to  make  any  other  progress  than  from  the 
tide),  I  stopped  at  almost  all  the  conspicuous  projections  to  collect 
materials  for  laying  down  the  river  as  we  proceeded.     Having 
passed  a  small  green  island,  which  was  thickly  covered  with  flower-  Brush 
ing  shrubs  (afterwards  called  Brush  Island),  and  seeing  two  arms  ^®^*"**- 
in  quite  opposite  directions,  I  began  to  fear  wc  should  miss  the 
sloop.     The  small  remains  of  flood-tide  determined  me  to  take 
that  whose  course  lay  to  the  S.E.     The  width  of  this  reach  is  but 
a  short  quarter  of  a  mile,  being  much  narrower  and  the  banks 
are  higher  than  in  any  of  the  lower  parts  of  the  river.     At  the 
end  of  this  reach  the  river  opened  out  to  a  large  piece  of  water  Abroad- 
like  a  sea,  the  end  of  which  was  scarcely  discernible.     However,  ^'^^^' 
we  soon  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  the  sloop  coming  to  an  anchor 
about  half  a  mile  from  us,  and  also  to  run  down  a  swan  in  our 
way  on  board.     Mr.  Bass  informed  me  that  the  eddies  and  whirl- 
pools in  the  narrow  reach  had  detained  him  a  considerable  time  ; 
but  that  if  he  had  not  been  anxious  for  the  coming  up  of  the  boat 
he  could  have  got  much  farther  on  by  keeping  in  the  tide's  way. 
Eight  swans  were  caught  by  the  boat  this  evening.  Swans. 

November  10th. — Being  under  the  necessity  of  going  down  to 
Brush  Island  to  bring  the  survey  up  from  thence  to  the  sloop,  we 
did  not  get  under  weigh  till  near  noon  the  next  day,  at  which 
time  I  went  up  to  Egg  Island  in  the  boat,  and  Mr.  Bass  followed 
in  the  sloop  soon  after,  having  a  fresh  breeze  at  W.N.W.  In 
running  from  Egg  Island  to  the  opposite  point  we  observed  a  flock 
of  swans  at  the  back  of  the  shoal  which  lays  off  it,  and  as  their 
numbers  far  exceeded  any  we  had  before  met  with,  I  called  this 
low  sandy  projection  Swan  Point.  Having  taken  the  bearings  of  Sw-an  Point, 
every  projection  and  remarkable  object  that  was  in  sight  from  this 
point,  we  sailed  on  amongst  the  swans  with  the  boat,  steering  for 
the  next  point  on  the  starboard  shore.  Had  not  the  sloop  been 
increasing  our  distance  so  fast  from  her  we  might  have  picked  up 
a  good  many  swans.     One  unlucky  fellow  was  caught  by  the  neck 
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1706      whaleboat,  and  even  the  Promontory  was  very  ill-known  in  longi- 
tude, being  only  guessed  at  from  its  supposed  relative  position  to 
Fumeaux's  Islands.     As  we  had  no  timekeeper,  it  became  also  an 
inducement  to  keep  these  hummocks  and  the  land  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood in  sight,  to  preserve  the  connexion  in  the  bearings  along 
Difflouity  in  the  shore,  upon  which  keeping  of  the  longitude  free  from  the  errors 
MMitaining  ^j^^^  ^  ^^^^  reckoning  is  liable  to  almost  inevitably  in  a  tide's  way 
longitude,     altogether  depended,  for  had  we  left  the  coast  but  for  a  few  days, 
and  come  in  upon  it  again,  but  just  so  far  to  the  westward  of  the 
hummocks  as  not  to  have  known  the  land,  there  is  two  to  one  that 
the  dead  reckoning  would  have  accumulated  an  error  of  at  least 
one  degree  by  that  time,  and,  consequently,  an  equal  chance  that 
a  place  not  more  than  eight  or  ten  leagues  from  the  hummocks 
would  have  been  laid  down  at  twenty-eight  or  thirty ;  and  if  we 
made  the  land  two  or  three  degrees  to  the  westward,  there  is  two 
to  one  that  it  would  be  placed  one  degree  wrong.     If  opportuni- 
ties of  getting  lunar  observations  should  have  occurred,  they  would 
most  probably  reduce  this  error  to  half  or  a  third  of  that  quantity. 
Coastinpr  With  these  considerations  Western  Port  was  given  up,  and  we 

Bouthwards.  j^^g^^  ^  stretch  to  the  southward  to  beat  up  under  the  land,  but 
could  get  no  nearer  to  it  until  the  weather  tide  mada  At  noon 
fresh  breezes  and  hazy  weather.  Observed  the  latitude  to  be 
40°  22'  66"  south,  the  northern  hummock  bearing  S.  35  W.,  and 
the  distance  from  the  land  under  it  about  4  miles. 

At  half -past  3  we  sounded  in  11  fathoms,  at  2  cables'  length  off 
the  N.E.  point  of  the  land,  and  steered  about  S.E.  b.  S.  under  its 
lee,  till  we  came  abreast  of  a  small  beach  about  4  miles  from 
the  N.E.  point,  to  which  we  worked  close  up,  and  at  6  o'clock 
Anchored,  anchored  in  a  quarter  less  4  fathoms  upon  a  sandy  bottom,  the 
extreme  which  sheltered  us  bearing  N.  11*  W.  round  by  the  west 
to  S.  43**  E.  One  of  us*  landed  to  examine  the  coast,  and  the  other 
went  upon  the  small  rocks  that  lay  ofif,  but  both  without  success 
as  to  our  first  inquiry,  which  was  in  some  measure  accounted  for 
th^M^^  by  the  frequent  marks  of  natives  that  were  met  with.  We  were, 
however,  enabled  to  decide  upon  a  most  interesting  question,  for 
it  was  near  low  water  by  the  shore,  and  we  knew  the  tide  had  been 
running  from  the  east  all  the  afternoon.  The  flood,  therefore,  must 
come  from  the  westward.  This  we  considered  to  be  almost  a  certain 
proof  that  thera  was  a  passage  through  between  this  land  and  New 
South  Wales,  and  also  that  we  could  not  be  far  from  the  west  side 
of  it.  On  our  return  on  board  we  hoisted  in  the  boat  and  got 
everything  clear  for  putting  to  sea  at  a  moment's  notice,  should  the 
wind  shift  to  the  eastward. 

December  9tb. — At  6  in  the  morning  a  light  air  from  the  S.E. 

The  vo3nage  succeeded  a  short  calm.     We  weighed  immediately  and  stood  round 

^'''^'^      the  N.E.  point.     The  land  trends  W.  8"  S.  from  thence  about  4 

miles,  then  runs  to  the  southward  to  a  sandy  beach,  and  from  thence 

*  By  "  us,"  Flinders  evidently  refers  to  himisclf  and  Bass. 


southern 
arm. 
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the  port.  When  we  came  near  the  narrow  whirlpool  reach  I  left  1798 
the  sloop,  and  took  some  empty  casks  with  me  to  fill  at  a  small 
rill,  which  had  been  observed  when  going  up  the  river,  intending 
also  to  get  a  set  of  angles  from  One  Tree  Point.  The  former  we 
were  not  able  to  accomplish  from  the  tide  being  so  nearly  out ; 
neither  were  we  more  fortunate  in  searching  the  cove  opposite 
to  this  reach,  where  the  sloop  had  then  come  to  anchor.  In  the 
afternoon  I  continued  the  search  for  water  in  the  lower  parts  of  Searching 
the  river,  requesting  Mr.  Bass  to  follow  in  the  sloop  as  soon  as  the  JSiten*** 
tide  should  turn  in  our  favour.  Along  the  west  shore  down  to 
Point  Kapid  the  head  of  every  creek  and  gully  was  examined,  but 
no  water  could  be  found  that  the  boat  could  come  within  a  reason- 
able distance  of.  At  sunset  we  came  to  an  anchor  with  the  sloop 
upon  the  same  bank  above  Watering  Cove  which  we  had  before 
stopped  at,  but  not  chuseing  to  wait  till  the  following  afternoon  for 
the  opportunity  of  filling  our  water  up  here, — 

November  13th. — We  got  under  weigh  again  at  daylight  in  the 
morning  with  the  first  of  the  ebb,  and  turned  down  below  Middle 
Island  with  a  moderate  breeze  from  the  westward.  My  intention 
was  to  run  into  the  southern  arm,  but  in  standing  over  to  the  The 
middle  head  the  water  shoaled  so  much  that  we  were  obliged  to 
put  about.  Having  made  an  ineffectual  attempt  to  find  a  passage 
into  it  along  the  western  shoi^e  we  bore  away,  and  at  9  o'clock 
anchored  a  little  to  the  westwaixl  of  the  Shag  Rock  in  5  fathoms, 
not  much  to  the  east  of  our  first  anchor  in  g-place. 

On  going  to  examine  the  middle  arm  with  the  boat  I  found  very  The  middle 
deep  water  close  to  the  western  shore,  but  at  this  time  could  not  *^""' 
be  certain  where  the  entrance  into  this  deep  channel  lay.  It 
appeared,  however,  to  be  of  little  consequence,  for  above  the  Middle 
Head,  where  the  arm  must  be  said  to  commence,  there  is  but 
a  small  channel,  or  rather  gutter,  with  3  fathoms  water  in  it. 
The  rest  is  quite  shoal,  and  a  great  part  of  it  dry  at  low  water. 
There  were  several  swans  at  the  head  of  the  arm  feeding  on  the 
grass  which  grows  upon  the  shoals,  and  I  observed  two  places 
where  streams  of  water  are  most  probably  thrown  into  it  at  some 
seasons;  but  their  entrance,  if  there  are  such  streams,  were  now  dry. 

When  we  returned  on  board  in  the  afternoon  the  wind  blew  a 
fresh  gale  from  the  westward,  with  hail  and  rain  in  squalls,  which  Hau  and 
frusterated  my  intention  of  taking  the  sloop  down  the  harbour  ^^  *i^*«- 
with  the  evening  ebb  and  anchoring  in  the  entrance  somewhere 
abreast  of  Green  Island.  The  object  in  view  was  to  lay  in  a  con- 
venient place  for  ascertaining  the  situations  of  the  shoals  and  other 
parts  in  their  neighbourhood,  as  also  to  be  in  readiness  for  pro- 
ceeding along  with  the  coast  with  the  first  fair  wind. 

November  1 4th. — In  the  morning  I  thought  it  advisable  to  go 
down  in  the  boat  and  examine  the  outer  cove.     The  head  of  it  The  outer 
proved  to  be  shoal,  and  the  stream  that  falls  into  it  salt  instead  ^^'^ 
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1796  island  of  about  3  miles  in  length  lM>re  B.  35*  K  aboat  4  leagues. 
We  made  sail  for  this,  keeping  up  KS.R  to  fetch  it,  but  the  tide 
set  so  strong  to  the  south-westward  that  we  were  obliged  to  pass 
to  leeward  of  a  peaked  black  rock  which  lays  5  miles  to  the  west- 
ward of  it,  and  round  some  breakers  that  lay  three^uarters  of  a 
The  tide  mile  to  the  south- west  ward  of  the  black  rock.  The  tide  also  pre- 
vented us  from  fetchmg  a  larger  island  to  the  SbS.K  of  the  former, 
which  is  equally  high,  steep,  and  rocky.  The  chart  wiU  give  the  best 
idea  of  the  situation  and  forms  of  these  islands  as  near  as  they  could 
be  ascertained,  but  they  must  not  be  expected  to  be  perfect,  for 
between  the  strong  wind  which  now  blew  from  the  E.N.K  and  the 
long  S.W.  swell  meeting  the  tide,  the  motion  of  the  sloop  was  such 
as  to  render  our  compasses  almost  useless.  The  land  that  lays  to 
the  west  of  Three  Hammock  Island  now  appeared  to  be  uncon- 
nected with  the  coast,  which  wo  saw  stretching  to  the  southward, 
and  consequently  adds  another  large  island  to  this  cluster.  I 
Hunter's  have  denominated  them  Hunter's  Isles  after  his  Excellency 
"'  Captain  Hunter,  by  whose  orders  this  little  voyage  of  discovery 

was  made.  They  have  the  appearance  of  having  been  long  and 
constantly  beaten  by  strong  winds  and  high  seas,  and  the  western- 
most of  them  seem  scarcely  accessible  by  reason  of  the  steep  cli£& 
with  which  they  are  begirt.  If  seals  should  inhabit  these  I  judge 
they  will  remain  unmolested  untill  none  are  to  be  found  anywhere 
else.  The  heavy  swell,  which  the  strong  easterly  wind  made  no 
impression  upon,  too  sorely  announces  the  bad  weather  that 
A  dangerous  generally  prevails  here,  and  the  extreme  danger  a  ship  would  run 
^'^^^  in  cruising  off  and  on  for  her  sealing  parties.     The  land  which  lays 

immediately  to  the  southward  and  about  3  miles  distant  from  the 
larger  of  the  two  high,  steep  islands  is  what  we  now  considered 
to  be  the  N.W.  point  of  Van  Diemen's  Land,  for  the  direction  of 
the  coast,  the  set  of  the  tides,  and  the  great  swell  from  the  S.W. 
did  now  completely  satisfy  us  that  a  very  wide  strait  did  really 
exist  betwixt  Van  Diemen's  Land  and  New  South  Wales,  and  also 
now  that  we  had  certainly  passed  it. 
The  N.W.  This  N.W.  point*  is  terminated  by  steep  black  cliffs,  and  there 
^*  **'  are  two  lumps  of  rock  laying  off  it  which  are  equally  liigh  and 
Diemen's  inaccessible.  To  the  northward  of  the  point  the  land  runs  back  to 
the  N.EVard,  leaving  an  opening  between  it  and  the  south  end 
of  that  island,  which  lays  west  of  the  Three  Hummocks,  which 
opening  I  judge  to  be  the  same  that  was  set  on  Thursday  after- 
noon from  the  eastward.  On  the  other  side  of  the  N.W.  point 
the  coast  trends  south  a  little  easterly  for  7  or  8  miles  in  high 
dismal-looking  cliffs,  which  appear  as  if  they  had  not  had  a 
respite  from  the  dashing  of  a  heavy  sea  almost  up  to  their  summits 
for  this  thousand  years.  We  got  ground  with  20  fathoms  when 
the  south  end  of  these  cliffs  bore  K  by  S.  ^  S.  4  miles,  but 
stood  on  a  little  longer  till  8  o'clock,  and  then  wore  to  the  north- 

•  Called  by  Flinders  "  Cape  Qrim." 
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November  22nd. — In  the  morning  we  had  many  Mount  Pitt      1798 
birds  about,  but  could  see  no  land.     At  noon  the  latitude  was 
40^  13',  by  as  good  an  observation  as  could  be  got,  and  soon  after 
some  high  hummockj  land  appeared  in  the  N.E.,  which,  by  its 
form  and  our  latitude,  judged  to  be  that  of  the  west  side  of  Fur-  siffht  Fur- 
neaux's  largest  island.     Soon  after  1  o'clock  we  set^  the  squaresail  Q^"i^ 
and  bore  away  before  the  sea  for  the  Chappell  Islands,  to  secure 
a  situation  to  anchor  in  before  night.    At  3,  Mount  Chappell  was 
in  sight  to  the  S.E.,  but  on  approaching  to  pass  between  it  and 
the  island  S.W.  of  it  we  saw  the  breakers  extending  so  far  from 
^ch  shore  that  it  appeared  doubtfull  whether  there  was  any  clear 
passage  between  them,  and  therefore  we  hauled  up  for  the  Western 
Channel. 

Hamilton's  Boad,  at  the  east  end  of  Preservation  Island,  being 
the  only  place  of  safety  within  our  reach  before  dark,  we  steered 
for  it,  and  glad  were  we  to  anchor  there. 

November  23rd. — The  westerly  gale  continued  to  blow  all  the 
next  day.  This  time  was  employed  by  us  in  drying  and  repairing 
our  sails,  getting  provisions  to  hand,  and  recovering  ourselves  from 
the  effect  of  the  gale.  At  night  I  observed  the  beginning  and  end  An  astro- 
of  an  eclipse  of  the  moon,  and  the  time  by  the  watch  being  cor-  SServatioii. 
rected  by  altitude  of  the  stars  Rigel  and  Syrius,  gave  the  longitude 
148°  37'  30"  K  of  Greenwich. 

November  24th. — The  gale  having  subsided  by  the  following 
morning  into  a  moderate  breeze  from  the  N.W.,  we  got  under  Under 
weigh,  hoping  to  turn  up  with  the  flood  to  the  Chappell  Islands,  ^®*^**- 
which  were  almost  wholly  unexamined.  After  an  ineffectual 
attempt  on  the  south  side  of  Preservation  Island,  we  stood  back 
and  passed  the  road  to  examine  the  shoal  and  the  passage  between 
Preservation  and  Cape  Barren  Islands. 

As  long  as  the  flood-tide  lasted  we  kept  turning  to  the  west- 
ward, but  the  ebb  making  about  noon,  and  not  being  able  to  anchor 
sufficiently  near  the  Cape  Barren  shore  to  be  sheltered  by  it,  we 
bore  away  into  Armstrong's  Channel  to  speak  the  Nautilus,  our  Rejoin  the 
former  consort,  and,  through  the  commander  of  her,  to  inform  his  ^*"*"^- 
Excellency  Captain  Hunter  of  what  we  had  already  seen,  and  the 
tedious  delays  we  had  met  with  from  the  westerly  winds.  At  2 
anchored  in  Kent's  Bay,  close  to  the  Nautilus. 

The  wind  having  now  died  away,  and  there  was  a  prospect  of 
its  coming  fair  for  us,  at  5  in  the  evening  weighed  and  pulled 
towards  Preservation  Island  with  the  flood-tide ;  but  about  dusk, 
&  light  breeze  springing  up  at  N.E.,  the  advantage  of  which  was 
worth  the  risk  of  removing  in  the  night,  we  got  in  the  boat,  reefed  Return  to 
the  jsqnaresail  that  we  might  see  under  it,  and  made  sail  to  the  Dioneo'a 
S.W.  for  that  part  of  Van  Diemen's  Land  which  we  had  left.  L«»d. 

November  25th. — ^At  half-past  5  in  the  morning  the  small,  flat, 
level  island  which  somewhat  resembles  Isle  Waterhouse  was  in 
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1793  the  south  extreme  bore  S.  47°  E.,  for  which  we  bore  away  before 
a  moderate  breeze  from  N.W.,  the  weather  hazy. 
ju  apparent  At  7  we  came  abreast  of  a  rocky  head  which  is  higher  than 
those  which  had  been  lately  passed,  and  behind  which  the  land 
seemed  to  divide  and  form  a  gully  or  small  river,  running  in  to 
the  northward;  but  I  much  doubt  there  being  a  passage  in  for  any- 
thing larger  than  a  boat,  as  there  is  a  reef  from  the  north  head, 
which  appeared  to  extend  almost  across  the  entrance.*  We  stood 
towards  it  for  a  few  minutes,  but  the  wind  just  at  that  time  came 
round  to  the  west,  and  rendered  it  necessary  to  keep  farther  off 
the  coast.  On  the  south  side  of  this  small  entrance  there  is  a 
sandy  beach,  from  whence  a  smoke  ascended  as  from  an  expiring 
fire,  and  was  the  first  we  had  seen  since  passing  Table  Gape,  on 
the  north  side  of  the  island.  The  shore  from  thence  becomes  rocky, 
and  forms  a  point  about  4  miles  from  the  entrance.  There  are  also 
many  rocks  laying  a  small  distance  off  the  shore  in  this  space. 

The  haze  had  hitherto  obscured  the  mountainous  land  which 
had  been  seen  bearing  S.  52"*  E.  on  the  preceding  evening,  but  at 
10  o'clock  it  was  in  sight,  the  highest  part  bearing  K  9"  N.,  and 
our  distance  from  the  shore  under  it  was  about  7  miles.  MTe 
then  steered  S.S.E.  and  S.K,  keeping  at  nearly  the  same  distance 
from  the  land  till  noon,  when  the  observed  latitude  was  42"*  2'  11'. 
i^aitud*"*  The  longitude  I  reckoned  to  be  145*  16'  east,  and  the  thermometer 
stood  at  64°.  The  wind  blew  fresh  at  west,  and  the  cloudy  weather 
and  haze  were  such  as  scarcely  permitted  us  to  distinguish  the 
high  land,  although  it  ranges  tolerably  close  to  the  shore.  The 
extreme  of  the  land  at  this  time  bore  as  far  as  S.S.K  ^  K,  distant 
4  leagues,  which  obliged  us  to  haul  farther  out. 

Of  the  hollow  on  the  north  side  of  this  extreme  I  cannot  speak 

with  much  certainty,  the  direction  of  the  wind  making  it  necessary 

for  our  safety  to  keep  at  such  a  distance  from  the  shore  that  when 

combined  with  the  haze  would  only  allow  us  to  distinguish  that  the 

A  sandy       eoast  was  in  general  sandy,  and  to  suspect  that  the  haze  obscured 

*'^**'"  some  great  masses  of  high  land  close  at  the  back  of  it.     There  is 

one  or  two  places  left  in  the  chart  where  the  coast-line  did  not  seem 

to  be  perfect,  but  one  of  a  like  appearance  near  the  outer  point, 

we  found  on  approaching  it,  had  a  low  sandy  beach  running  across. 

To  the  southward  of  this  point  the  shore  is  rocky,  the  land  is  lower, 

An  inhospit-  B.nd  to  appearance  wretchedly  barren.     Not  a  sandy  beach  was 

abip  shore,    g^^n  on  which  the  imagination  could  rest  [with]  a  hope  of  saving 

our  lives  in  case  the  wind  should  come  to  blow  dead  on  the  coast. 

We  carried  every  sail  the  sloop  had  to  set  till  8  o'clock,  and  had 

then  run  11  leagues  to  the  S.S.E.  since  noon.     We  then  hauled 

off  to  the  S.W'ward,  having  set  a  pyramidal  rock  bearing  east  5 

or  6  miles,  and  a  low  rocky  cape  at  E.  16°  S.t     The  pyramid  lays 

*  Evidently  the  entmnce  to  Pieman  River. 

t  The  low  rooky  cape  Flinders  called  **  Oipe  Hibbs/'  after  the  master  of  the  TeoeL 
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It  is  difficult  to  find  any  good  local  marks  whereby  this  port       1798 
may  be  found.     In  coming  from  the  eastward  we  noticed  the  Appearance 
nearest  head  that  way  as  being  the  first  we  had  seen  clifis  in,  for  o'  *he  coast 
every  projection  between  that  and  the  Swan  Isles  is  sandy.     The 
mountains  do  here  approach  nearer  to  the  shore  than  any  we  had 
before  met  with  on  this  coast,  and  it  is  the  of&hoot  of  a  ridge,  or 
rather  a  chain  of  lower  mountains  from  the  great  mass  inland  that 
forms  this  cliffy  head.     The  butt  end  of  this  chain  comes  to  the 
back  of  Low  Head,  over  which  it  is  seen  from  sea,  when  bearing 
to  the  S.E.,  as  a  cluster  of  irregular  hills,  with  the  parent  moun- 
tains shewing  their  blue  heads  just  over  them.     On  the  west  side 
of  the  entrance  there  is  also  a  cluster  of  hills  a  good  deal  resem- 
bling those  at  the  back  of  Low  Head.     They  are  the  butt  end  of 
a  range  from  the  mass  inland,  which  comes  down  to  the  sea  on  the 
west  side  of  the  port,  and  with  that  on  the  east  forms  an  angle 
of  which  the  blue  distant  mountains  are  the  apex,  and  where,  I 
apprehend,  the  river  takes  its  rise.     At  about  4  leagues  on  the  and  of  the 
west  side  of  the  port  the  land  is  uncommonly  high  and  irregular,  cou^. 
being  in  the  nearest  part  a  kind  of  tableland,  and  afterwar*ls  inter- 
sected into  uncouth  shapes  and  peaks.    From  the  brilliancy  of  some 
parts  on  the  appearance  of  the  sun  after*  rain  I  judged  them  to 
consist  of  granite,  like  the  mountains  of  Furneaux's  Islands. 

These  appearances,  taken  together,  are  the  best  marks  I  can 
give  for  knowing  this  port  by,  in  addition  to  its  latitude,  longitude, 
and  trending  of  the  coast  on  each  side  as  laid  down  in  the  chart. 
The  mountains  whence  I  suppose  the  river  to  originate  are  situated  The 
to  the  E  S.E.  from  the  entrance,  and  if  they  are,  as  is  very  prob-  ™o"°^*«8- 
able,  part  of  the  great  body  of  high  land  which  we  saw  from  the 
bight  near  Cape  Portland,  must  be  at  least  10  or  12  leagues  inland 
from  the  entrance  to  the  port,  and  consequently  we  did  not  get 
more  than  halfway  up  the  river.  Between  the  two  ridges  or  chains 
which  branch  off  to  the  sea  from  these  mountains  the  bed  of  the 
river  is  contained.  Where  the  high  lands  which  branch  off  inside 
shoots  from  the  ridges  are  well  apart,  the  river  spreads  out  its  banks  The  river. 
to  a  considerable  extent  Where  they  nearly  meet  the  river  is 
contracted  by  a  small  channel,  but  the  rapidity  of  its  stream  does  not 
suffer  one  to  forget  that  it  is  a  considerable  river.  It  is  in  one  place 
nearly  2^  miles  and  in  another  a  short  quarter  of  a  mile  in  width, 
and  these  nearly  close  together. 

One  might  suppose  these  large  sheets  of  water  to  have  been  at  a  string  of 
one  time  separate  lagoons,  till  repeated  efforts,  and  perhaps  some  '"S^wns. 
uniisual  weight  of  water,  forced  a  communicating  channel ;  the 
force  of  the  whole  being  then  united  would  work  out  a  passage  to 
the  sea — from  the  shoals  in  the  entrance,  and  particularly  those 
coimected  with  Green  Island,  which  turn  the  whole  force  of  the 
tides.  The  period  when  this  took  place  has,  comparatively  speak- 
ing, been  at  no  great  distance.     From  these  strange  turnings  and 
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according  to  the  time  of  tide.  When  above  this  part  there  can  1706 
scarcely  be  said  to  be  any  danger  in  getting  into  the  basin,  for  the 
points  are  all  steep  to,  and  the  Shag  Rock  is  not  covered  till  the 
top  of  high  water.  A  ship  may  safely  push  in  between  the  Shag 
Rock  and  the  point,  taking  care  that  she  borrows  near  enough  to 
the  point  if  the  flood-tide  is  running,  and  does  not  go  too  near  the 
shoal  water  in  the  entrance  of  the  western  arm  before  she  anchors. 

Upon  the  whole,  although  the  entrance  is  certainly  a  dangerous  a  dangerous 
one,  I  confidently  hope  that  by  attending  to  the  sketch  and  the  ^o^^^o®* 
preceding  remarks,  and  by  keeping  a  vigilant  look  out,  a  vessel  of 
any  size  may  get  in  safely.  In  the  Norfolk  sloop  we  got  up  as  high 
as  Green  Island  on  first  going  in,  almost  without  perceiving  any 
danger.  However,  this  circumstance  has  often  surprised  me.  The 
tide  run  so  strong  that  a  vessel  will  scarcely  get  in  or  out  against 
them,  but  with  them  may  get  against  any  wind  when  she  can 
carry  sail. 

In  the  sea-reach  more  particularly  the  tides  form  strong  ripples 
and  whirlpools,  upon  many  of  which  we  have  found  deep  water, 
but  it  must  by  no  means  be  inferred  that  a  vessel  need  pay  no 
attention  to  them*  Outer  Cove  will  afiford  anchorage  for  at  least  Outer  Cove 
one  vessel,  and  when  well-known  places  will  probably  be  found 
below  that  on  the  same  side,  for  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the 
shoal  water  is  marked  to  its  utmost  extent  in  the  sketch,  and  in 
those  places  that  I  had  not  sufficient  time  and  opportunity  to 
examine  minutely,  perhaps  somewhat  more  than  it  really  ia  Our 
usual  place  on  the  west  side  of  the  Shag  Rock  affords  very  good 
anchorage  for  small  vessels,  but  ships  that  had  good  boats  would 
lay  in  any  part  of  the  basin  where  there  is  deep  water.  However, 
I  should  Uiink  it  most  advisable  for  a  vessel  that  wanted  much 
water  or  to  refit  to  run  up  into  the  fresh  water  at  once,  to  do 
which  there  seems  to  be  no  direction  necessary  but  to  consult  the 
sketch,  particularly  about  Brush  Island,  and  when  above  our  upper- 
most anchoring-place  she  will  of  course  keep  a  boat  ahead.  Wood  Wood  and 
can  be  had  in  as  great  plenty  and  as  conveniently  as  can  be  wished,  '"^^^  water. 
but  I  have  reason  to  think  fresh  water  is  scarce  in  the  lower  parts 
of  the  harbour.  The  most  convenient  place  we  met  with  was  the 
lagoon  at  the  back  of  a  beach,  about  a  mile  from  Low  Head,  but 
the  water  was  not  near  so  good  as  that  in  Watering  Cove,  which 
is  2  or  3  miles  above  Middle  Island,  on  the  eastern  shore.  The 
difficulty  of  getting  at  the  water  there  is  mentioned  in  the  daily 
occurrences. 

The  supplies  of  food  tell  more  in  favour  of  Port  Dalrymple  than 
those  of  fresh  water^     The  great  number  of  swans  that  inhabit  Flocks  of 
the  ix)rt  would  be  a  source  for  some  time  during  our  stay.     We  ''^"*"- 
usually  found  about  one-tenth  of  them  without  the  wing-feathers. 
A  great  many  of  these  might  be  caught  by  a  handy  whaleboat, 
with  no  other  weapon  than  a  boat-hook.     In  the  short  intervals 
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the  farthest  land  in  sig^t,  and  iras  taken  to  be  the  Soath  Oape, 
and  the  first  land  that  opened  roand  it  being  at  £.  b.  N.,  about 
6  miles  distant,  proves  that  it  was  so.  Bat  on  examining  G^>tn. 
C!ook's  chart,  I  think  it  is  this  next  head  that  he  has  called  the 
South  Gape,  principally  from  the  relative  situations  of  his  Peaked 
Hill  and  the  Eddystone.  This  peaked  hill  was  called  Ckicksoomb 
Hill  by  Gaptn.  Bligh  in  1791,  which  is  a  name  very  applicable  to 
its  form  when  bearing  to  the  eastward  of  north,  but  when  seen  to 
the  westward  its  high  peak  is  only  conspicuous. 

At  6  it  became  nearly  calm,  and  at  the  same  time  heavy  clouds 
of  black  and  red  b^an  to  collect  in  the  south  and  ipund  the  west. 
We  therefore  steered  off  shore,  for  at  this  time  our  distance  was 
not  so  much  as  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  rocky  ektore,  under  the 
South  Cape.  There  was  a  tide  setting  to  the  eastward,  with  which 
— and  getting  a  little  more  offing — ^we  h(^)ed  to  be  able  to  fetch 
into  the  Storm  Bay  Passage,  if  the  wind  should  not  come  so  dead 
on  as  at  south.  Sudden  puffs  of  wind  from  the  westward  succeeded 
the  calm,  each  puff  being  stronger  than  the  former,  and  the  intervals 
shorter.  At  the  same  time  we  saw  a  heavy  squall  behind,  of  all 
colours,  sweeping  along  towards  us  and  covering  the  horizon  with 
impenetrable  darkness.  Soon  after  we  had  taken  in  all  the  sails 
but  the  foresail,  it  burst  upon  us,  with  thunder,  lightning,  and 
heavy  rain.  The  direction  of  the  wind  was  W.  b.  S.,  and  we 
steered  S.E.  b.  £.  and  east,  keeping  it  as  much  quartering  as  we 
dare,  to  get  farther  off  shore.  Had  it  been  from  south,  or  had  the 
squall  come  on  an  hour  sooner,  it  is  [Hrobable  we  should  have  been 
left  to  bleach  under  the  high  cliffs  of  the  South  Cape,  and  the 
separation  of  Van  Diemen's  Land  from  New  Holland  would  still 
have  been  only  supported  by  conjecture. 

At  half-past  7  the  squall  was  mostly  passed  over,  and  we  had  an 
indistinct  view  of  either  S willy*  or  the  Eddystone,  bearing  S.E.  f  S. 
The  South  Cape  then  bore  W.  ^  N.  5  or  6  miles,  and  the  next  head 
N.  b.  E.  two  and  a  half.  There  was  a  second  head  in  sight  to  the 
eastward  of  the  cape,  which  opened  from  the  first  at  N.  70"  E.,  5 
or  6  miles  asunder,  f  Beyond  this  I  believe  the  coast  trends  away 
to  the  northward  up  the  Storm  Bay  Passage  ;  Tasmaa's  Head  was 
just  in  sight,  bearing  about  N.E.  b.  £. 

Friday,  December  14th. — ^It  blew  very  hard  during  the  night 
between  west  and  north-west,  accompanied  with  rain  and  very  thick 
weather.  We  kept  to  windward  in  the  mouth  of  the  passage  as 
well  as  we  could,  hoping  to  fetch  in  next  morning;  but  at  4 
o'clock  found  it  would  be  impossible  to  weather  the  small  islands 
called  Courts  by  Mr.  Hayes,  and  therefore  bore  away  for  Tasman's 
Head,  the  outermost  of  the  Friar  Bocks |  then  bearing  N.K  b.  E. 

*  Now  known  as  Piedra  Blanca. 

t  Shown  on  the  nuqpt  aa  Sonth-Eart  Cape. 

t  Sooalled  hjr  Gbptain  F^unManx. 
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N.N.E.,  and  hazy  weather.     In  this  weather,  the  bight,  which  lays       1798 
round  the  south  head  of  the  port,  could  only  be  seen  indistinctly, 
but  I  conjectured  there  was  no  opening  in  it.  The  small  projecting 
point  is  low,  and  looked  like  an  island. 

At  noon  the  wind  had  headed  to  N.  b.  W.  in  a  light  breeze  off  the 
with  hazy  weather.     Our  observed  latitude  was  40°  68'  10"  south.  e^J^of'van 
We  could  yet  distinguish  the  south  head  of  Port  Dalrymple,  and  Diemen's 
the  round  hill,  set  on  the  evening  before,  bore  S.  52**  W.     We  ^"^' 
hauled  off  the  shore  at  dusk  with  a  light  air  from  the  westward, 
and  the  hill  then  bore  S.  44**  W.  about  7  miles,  and  the  bluff 
north  end  of  what  appeared  to  be  an  island,   W.   1**  N.  6  or  7 
leagues.      This  round  hill  stands  close  to  the  waterside,  but  would 
scarcely  be  observed  at  any  considerable  distance  right  off  the  coast; 
being  very  little  higher  than  the  back  land,  it  loses  its  roundness 
when  seen  to  the  eastward.     Six  or  seven  miles  on  the  east  side  of 
it  there  is  a  higher  and  much  larger  mount  close  to  the  water, 
which  belongs  to  a  range  of  mountains  running  to  the  S.-WVard, 
and  joining  the  great  irregular  mass,  already  spoken  of,  which 
commences  within  3  or  4  leagues  of  Port  Dalrympla 

December  5th. — At  10  in  the  evening  it  fell  calm,  and  continued 
so  till  3  in  the  morning,  when  a  light  air  sprung  up  from  S.S.E., 
but  soon  shifted  to  the  northward.  Our  progress  to  the  west  was  sailing  west- 
but  small,  for  at  noon  we  were  still  3  leagues  from  the  same  bluff  ^'*'^* 
head  which  had  made  like  an  island  the  day  before,  but  was  now 
seen  to  join  the  main.  It  bore  W.  10®  S.  It  is  moderately  high  and 
level,  whence  I  called  it  Table  Cape.  Land  was  in  sight  a  consider- 
able distance  beyond  this  cape,  and  bore  11°  to  the  northward  of 
west,  making  like  a  small  flat-topped  island.  Our  latitude  by 
observation  was  40*  56',  and  the  hills  that  came  down  on  the  south 
side  of  Port  Dalrymple  were  still  distinguishable,  bearing  E.  1"  S., 
although  our  reckoning  was  47°  longitude  west  of  Low  Head.  The 
light  variable  air,  with  intervals  of  calm,  continued  till  midnight, 
at  which  time  a  breeze  got  up  from  the  eastward,  with  which  we 
stood  off  for  two  hours  and  then  tacked  in  shore. 

December  6th. — At  half-past  4  in  the  morning  Table  Cape  bore  off  Table 
S.  3°  W.  4  or  5  miles,  when  we  bore  away  W.  ^°  S.  for  the  ^*p®- 
farthest  land  that  could  be  seen  to  be  connected  with  the  main. 
On  the  east  side  of  Table  Cape  the  coast  runs  nearly  south  2  or 
3  miles,  into  a  small  cove  with  a  sandy  beach  at  the  head  of 
it,  where  there  appeared  to  be  shelter  from  westerly  or  southerly 
winds.     From  the  outer  head  of  this  small  cove  the  coast  runs 
a  little  farther  to  the  southward,  and  then  curves  to  E.S.E.  and 
E.  b.  S.,  which  is  the  general  trending  past  the  round  hill  and 
the  high  head  near  it.     The  land  near  the  coast  is  moderately  high  Appearance 
.and  regular,  but  the  blue  tops  of  the  island  mountains  show  over  ^  ^  ®  ^^^^ 
the  coast  range  here  and  there.     At  S.  16°  E.  from  the  cape  there 
is  a  remarkable  peaked  hill,  4  or  5  leagues  inland,  which  was 


806  HISTOBICAIi  KEC0BJ)8  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

1798  ])art  of  the  bay  from.  We  anchored  on  the  lee  side  of  the  island 
Lajin^  ^^  8^^  cmd  a  half  fttthoms,  and  went  on  shore  upon  it  with  the 
down  abase-  theodolite.  Its  length  is  not  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  S.K 
and  N.  W.  It  is  frequented  by  gulls,  who  lay  their  eggs  here ;  and 
it  had  also  been  frequented  by  men  but  a  few  months  back,  there 
being  several  fire-places  with  numbers  of  large  ear-shells  about 
them.  Finding  several  dark  holes  in  the  cliffii,  I  called  this  the 
Isle  of  Caves.  In  the  afternoon  we  weighed  and  steered  for  a 
smooth  beautiful-looking  island  up  the  opening,  which  bore  from  E. 
5"  30'  to  10"*  40'  S.  from  the  Isle  of  Caves,  and  measured  another 
base  in  the  same  manner  as  before.  Their  distance  asunder  is  five 
miles  and  three  quartera 

An  uund.  Qn  landing  upon  this  smooth  island  in  the  evening  we  did  not 
find  the  goodness  of  its  soil  equal  to  its  appearance  ;  it  would,  how- 
ever, make  a  fine  large  garden,  there  being  more  than  a  hundred 
acres  of  cultivable  ground  upon  it. 

December  16th,  Sunday. — In  the  morning  I  again  landed  to 
take  bearings  from  another  part  of  the  island,  after  which  we 
weighed  and  ran  to  the  south  side  of  a  point  which  lays  one  mile 
and  a  half  to  the  south-eastward,  the  wind  fresh  from  the  north- 
ward. From  a  hill  that  stands  a  little  within  this  point  I  had  a 
good  view  of  the  form  of  the  bay  in  its  neighbourhood. 

Monday,  17th. — In  the  evening  we  ran  round  to  the  north  side 
of  the  point,  there  being  every  appearance  of  a  southerly  gale 
coming  on,  but  it  continued  moderate,  and  in  the  morning  we 
Gull  Island,  landed  upon  the  islet  called  Gull  Island  in  the  chart.  The  soil  of 
this  island  is  a  mixture  of  vegetable  earth  and  sand,  and  it  is 
clothed  with  trees  and  brush.  We  found  a  good  many  gulls  on  the 
west  point  of  it,  and  shot  several,  which  were  not  thought  bad 
eating  when  in  addition  to  a  short  allowance. 

The  wind  blew  too  strong  from  the  westward  to  move  the 
sloop,  and  therefore  we  spent  the  afternoon  in  examining  a  small 
Exploring  arm  to  the  N.E.  of  Gull  Island  in  the  boat  We  took  no  lead  or 
arm^'^  line,  our  progress  being  too  slow  and  difficult  to  admit  of  the 
delay  of  sounding,  but  there  appeared  to  [be]  water  enough  for  the 
sloop  to  some  distance  up.  A  small  stream  of  fresh  water  runs 
over  the  stones  into  the  head  of  this  small  branch,  but  the 
shallowness  of  the  water  in  this  part  would  render  it  very  incon- 
venient to  fill  casks  here.  The  country  all  round  was  miserable 
and  barren. 

Tuesday,  18th. — ^The  strength  of  the  wind  at  sunset  made  it 

necessary  to  drop  the  sheet-anchor  under  foot,  but  it  was  moderate 

on  Tuesday  morning.     We  then  made  an  attempt  to  turn  up  to  the 

weather  shore,  but  towards  the  evening  found  it  most  convenient  to 

A  "  com.      compromise  the  matter  by  anchoring  on  the  south  side  of  the  bay^ 

promiw."     imder  the  lee  of  a  cliffy  head  which  projected  to  the  northward. 
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From  noon  we  steered  N.N.W.  to  weather  the  northernmost  1798 
land,  but  after  3  o'clock  the  sloop  seemed  to  be  set  astern,  although  The  tide. 
going  a  knot  and  a  half  through  the  water.  This  circumstance 
attracted  our  attention  a  good  deal,  for  we  had  observed  very  little 
tide  any  way  before  this  morning.  Seeing  the  water  discoloured, 
we  sounded  and  got  ground  with  17  and  afterwards  with  15 
^thorns,  being  then  about  3  leagues  to  the  eastward  of  the  Sugar- 
loaf  Hummock. 

At  7  in  the  evening  the  weather  was  clearer,  and  gave  us  a 
last  view  of  Table  Cape,  bearing  S.  53^''  E.  at  the  distance  of  Table  Cape. 
12  or  13  leagues.  The  extreme  on  the  other  side  bore  N.  58"  W. 
about  3  leagues,  a  little  beyond  the  outer  hummock.  The  land 
to  the  southward  of  us  was  still  indistinct,  and  could  only  be  seen  at 
unequal  intervals,  but  it  appeared  to  run  all  along  to  the  back 
of  the  land  with  the  three  hammocks  upon  it.  There  was,  how- 
ever, a  steep  head  bearing  S.  60**  W.,  which  had  every  appearance 
of  being  the  north  head  of  an  opening.  In  a  line  with  this  head 
were  some  low  black  rocks  nearer  to  us  than  the  head.  During 
the  night  the  wind  got  round  to  the  north,  and  at  4  in  the  morning 
fell  calm. 

December  7th. — At  daylight  we  found  ourselves  a  little  to  the 
eastward  of  our  situation  on  the  preceding  evening.    The  observed  Latitude  and 
latitude  at  noon  was  40"  28',  and  the  longitude,  corrected  by  the  ^<»°8^*«^^- 
bearings  along  the  coast,  145"  38'.      The  outer  hummock  bore 
W.  FN.,  and  the  southern  one,  or  Sugarloaf,  S.  67"  W.  3  or  4 
leagues. 

llie  thermometer  was  at  70"  at  noon  during  last  three  days. 
Towards  this  evening  a  spurt  of  wind  arose  from  the  S.W.,  but  it  The  weather, 
soon  died  away,  and  the  weather  continued  nearly  calm  all  night. 
Our  last  bearing  of  the  outer  hummock  in  the  evening  was  S.  38^ 
W.  8  or  9  miles,  and  was  within  a  few  degrees  of  being  the  extreme 
land  in  sight. 

December  8th. — At  7  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning  it  bore  S. 
19^^  W.  in  a  line  with  the  Sugarloaf,  and  our  distance  off  shore 
was  about  5  miles.  The  middle  hummock  lay  a  little  to  the  east- 
ward of  the  line,  and  is  the  smallest  of  the  threa 

At  this  time  the  wind  had  freshened  up  from  S.W. :  the  swell  Agaleap- 
began  to  riae,  and  there  was  every  appeaiWnce  of  an  approaching  ''"'*<^'- 
gale.     In  this  situation,  I  considered  whether  it  would  not  be  best 
to  stand  to  the  northward,  and  go  into  Western  Port,  agreeable  to 
my  orders,  for  it  was  evident  that  we  could  make  no  progress  to 
the  westward,  and  might  probably  be  driven  back ;  but  in  opposi- 
tion to  this,  it  appeared  to  me  too  dangerous  a  risk  to  make  an 
unknown  coast  in  thick  weather  with  the  wind  nearly  dead  on ; 
for  to  have  been  certain  of  getting  into  Western  Port,  we  must  w««teni 
have  made  the  land  on  the  west  side  of  it,  its  situation  having  been 
only  ascertained  by  Mr.  Bass's  run  from  Wilson's  Promontory  in  a 


808  HISTOBXCAIi   BECOBJM  W  NKW  SOUTH  WALES. 


of  the  lagoon  neoct  monuog  wa«  pghteipaUy  with  Uie  hope  ol  finding 

a  passage  by  it  into  the  river,  but  it  was  without  saoceasy  nor  was 
there  any  fresh  water  to  be  met  with.  There  were  some  flights  of 
dttcksy  but  we  could  not  shoot  any. 

Friday,  2l8tb — ^We  w«re  under  weigh  with  the  sloop  at  noon 

and  crawling  a  little  to  the  southward  with  light  westeriy  air& 

At  4  o'clock  a  variable  breeze  sprung  up  from  the  N.E'ward,  upon 

JJJJ^^^      which  I  left  the  sloopforMr.  Baas  to  proceed  with  into  the  Derwent, 

the  and  went  away  in  the  boat  to  Betsey's  Island  to  get  bearinga^    Thb 

^'^®°^'      island  lays  between  the  entrance  of  the  river  and  the  passage  into 

B^v'8       the  upper  part  of  Frederick  Henry  Bay,  and  is  a  mile  off  the  beach 

"  of  what  Mr.  Hayes  has  called  Speak's  Bay ;  though,  if  it  deserves  a 

name,  perhaps  No-man's  Bay  would  be  the  most  applicable  to  it. 

The  length  of  the  island  is  more  than  a  mile  S.R  b.  S.  and  N.W. 

b.  N.     It  is  high  and  so  steep  that  I  was  unable  to  land  till  after 

coasting  half-round  it,  and  it  was  then  necessary  to  make  good 

use  of  my  hands  in  ascending  the  mount  to  ensure  safety.     It  is 

thickly  clothed  with  trees  and  luxuriant  grass,  upon  which  no 

animal  appeared  to  feed,  and  the  prospect  from  it  is  extensive  and 

grand.    The  natives  visit  it ;  but  I  found  no  reoent  marks  of  their 

fires» 

At  8  o'clock  I  joined  the  sloop  off  the  west  point  of  Speak'a 

Bay.     The  wind  had  shifted  round  to  the  southward,  and  there 

were  great  doubts  of  her  weathering  the  rocks  that  lay  off  the 

point.  I  therefore  went  to  sound  within  them,  and  found  3  fathoms 

amongst  the  seaweed ;  but  she  fetched  round  with  the  assistance 

Anchored  in  of  the  sweeps,  and  we  soon  after  anchored  in  9  fathoms  in  the 

themouth    q|q^^)|  ^f  ^j^^  river,  it  being  then  calm.     Mr.  Bass  informed  me 

Derwent.      that  he  had  passed  two  flat  rocks  laying  nearly  halfway  over  from 

the  beach  of  Speak's  Bay  to  Betsey  Island  and  through  a  great 

deal  of  seaweed,  but  never  had  less  than  5  fathoms  of  water. 

Saturday,  22nd. — At  midnight  a  light  air  from  the  southward 
induced  us  to  weigh,  but  we  had  not  advanced  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
before  a  want  of  wind  made  it  necessary  to  anchor  again.  At 
pra^esB.  ^  ^^  ^^^  morning  we  made  another  trial,  but  with  no  more  sucoeas. 
Mr.  Bass  and  myself  then  went  ashore  abreast  of  the  sloop  upon 
our  several  pursuits*  A  little  before  noon  we  returned  on  board 
and  got  imder  weigh  to  turn  upwards,  finding  there  was  a  little 
tide  in  our  favour,  the  wind  moderate  from  the  northward.  We 
had  advanced  about  3  miles  when  the  wind  died  away,  and  the 
tide  was  then  draining  downwards  ;  we  therefore  anchored  again, 
and  went  on  shore  as  befora  This  was  a  large  beach,  hollowing 
back  into  the  land,  which  t  had  hitherto  taken  to  be  Ealph'a  Bay. 

Sunday,  23rd. — The  wind  beiug  fresh  from  the  northward  in  the 
morning,  and  the  tide  running  down,  we  did  not  attempt  to  trnta 
upwards,  but  stood  over  to  the  west  side  of  the  river  and  andiored 
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out  to  a  rocky  point  which  lays  about  S.S.  W.  4  or  5  miles  from  the       1798 

N.W.  point.     The  shore  is  low  and  rocky,  and  equally  barren  as 

that  we  had  anchored  under.    Having  satisfied  ourselves  that  the 

land  of  the  Three  Hummocks  was  certainly  divided  from  the  land 

to  the  westward,  and  by  a  channel  of  3  miles  in  width,  a  difficulty 

recurred  which  we  could  not  solve — the  natives  had  been  upon  it,  The  natives. 

and  yet  we  were  tolerably  certain  that  at  Port  Dalrymple  they  had 

no  canoes,  and  by  analogy,  none  here ;  but  it  did  not  appear  probable 

that  the  island  could  be  visited  without.    This  is  a  dilemma  which 

I  am  obliged  to  leave  as  I  find  it.     From  the  low  north  point  of  the 

western  land  the  coast  lays  S.  Id"*  K,  forming  the  west  side  of  the 

channel,  and  rises  in  height  to  the  southward,  where  it  appears  to 

be  steep.    On  the  other  side  of  the  rocky  north  point  a  projection  Appearance 

opened  at  S.  20^  W.  at  the  distance  of  6  or  7  miles,  the  shore  ^untry. 

between  them  falling  back  into  two  shallow  bights,  with  sandy 

beaches.     The  land  is  low,  and  apparently  as  barren  as  Three 

Hummock  Island,  to  which  the  vegetation  bears  a  good  deal  of 

resemblance.     Having  a  fresh  breeze,  we  passed  the  north  point  of 

this  land  at  half-past  10  and  steered  for  a  small  but  high  and  rocky 

island  the  south  end  of  which  bears  W.  2"  S.  from  the  point,  their 

distance  asunder  being  about  8  miles.     We  passed  some  heavy 

breakers,  which  lay  near  2  miles  to  the  west  and  are  independent  of 

the  point,  and  a  little  before  noon  hove  too  off  the  N.E.  end  of  the 

island ;  got  the  boat  out,  and  Mr.  Bass  pushed  off  for  the  shore  Bass  lands  in 

to  see  what  was  to  be  procured.     Whilst  busy  in  getting  out  the  f^dL   ^ 

boat  the  ebb-tide  had  imperceptibly  drifted  us  near  the  shore,  and 

the  sloop*s  head  being  to  the  southward  and  wearing  but  slowly,  she 

was  not  more  than  her  length  off  the  breakers  when  we  got  her  round 

and  made  a  stretch  to  the  northward. 

The  island  is  nearly  a  mile  in  length,  very  steep  and  rocky,  and  Ai^tross 
seemed  to  be  almost  covered  with  birds,  for  there  were  white 
patches  which  we  took  to  be  of  them  some  acres  in  extent.  At 
noon  the  island  bore  from  S.  70°  E.  in  a  line  with  the  sugar-loafed 
hummock  to  S.S.E.,  distant  one  mile  and  a  quarter,  and  by  the 
observation  the  centre  of  it  is  in  40"  25'  south  ;  the  computed 
longitude  of  it  is  145"  4'  east.  To  the  northward  I  could  see  no 
land,  but  to  the  southward  there  were  several  rocks  and  islands, 
and  a  black  lump  of  a  rock,  somewhat  pyramidal,  5  or  6  leagues  to 
the  south-westward.  Although  we  kept  to  the  wind  off  and  on  the 
island  whilst  waiting  for  the  boat,  yet  the  tide  had  drifted  us  con- 
siderably to  leeward  before  she  got  on  board,  and  when  we  had 
unloaded  her  of  the  seals  and  albatrosses,  and  gotten  the  boat  in 
and  stowed,  the  island  which  [I]  call  Albatross  Island  bore  N.  77°  ^batrosses. 
R  5  or  6  miles.*     It  was  then  half-past  2  o'clock,  and  a  steep  rocky 

*  Bass,  on  landing,  had  to  flght  his  way  up  the  cliffs  with  the  seals,  and  afterwards  to  make 
a  road  through  the  albatrosses,  which  were  sitting  upon  their  nests  and  almost  covered  the 
surface  of  the  island.— Flinders's  "Terra  Australis,"  voL  i,  p.  clxzH 
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1796  Wednesday,  26th. — Having  taken  bearings  to  intersect  those 

from  Mount  Direction,  we  weighed  at  8  o'clock,  with  the  inten- 
FNsh  water,  tion  of  running  up  towards  the  head  of  the  river,  into  the  fresh 
water,  but  had  not  proceeded  far  before  the  shoalness  of  the  water 
obliged  us  to  anchor,  neither  could  I  find  that  there  was  any 
channel  deep  enough  for  the  sloop,  altho'  the  river  was  still  half 
a  mile  wide.  We  were  now  cut  off  from  our  principal  dependence 
for  fresh  water,  which  our  expiring  twelve  weeks,  the  light  tiim 
of  the  sloop,  and  indeed  almost  immediate  necessity,  made  a 
primary  object  of  pursuit;  I  therefore  went  with  the  boat  into 
the  cove  we  had  just  left  to  search  for  fresh  water,  and  on  the 
making  of  the  ebb  the  sloop  followed  and  anchored  in  the  mouth 
of  it. 

Herdsman's  This  place  I  Called  Herdsman's  Cove,  from  the  capability  of  the 
^^'  neighbouring  country  to  support  large  herds  of  cattle.     There  are 

two  small  streams  that  fall  into  it ;  the  southernmost  leads  to  a 
swamp,  into  which  we  got  the  boat,  being  near  high  water,  but 
could  not  anywhere  find  it  fresh  enough  to  drink.  That  which 
comes  into  the  N.E.  comer  of  the  cove  is  much  larger  and  deeper, 
but  we  rowed  nearly  2  miles  up  it  before  the  water  became 
fresh.  This  was  at  the  head,  whei*o  it  drains  in  amongst  the 
stones,  and  was  very  inconvenient  to  fill  casks  at.  There  are  2 
or  3  fathoms  up  to  near  the  head  of  this  creek,  but  it  was  with 
a  good  deal  of  difficulty,  and  not  till  the  afternoon,  that  we  could 
find  the  narrow  channel  leading  into  it.  Except  this  channel,  tiie 
cove  itself  is  mostly  dry  at  low  water,  the  bottom  being  soft  mud 
covered  with  slimy  grass  of  some  feet  in  length,  upon  which  the 
swans  feed.     Towards  evening  the  wind  blew  strong  from  the 

^her***"^  S.E.,  with  thick  rainy  weather  (Thursday,  27th),  which  continued 
all  the  next  day,  so  as  to  prevent  us  from  moving  either  with  the 
sloop  or  boat.  The  intricacy  of  the  channel  into  this  creek,  and 
the  delay  that  might  arise  from  a  southerly  or  westerly  wind  setting 
in,  deterred  me  from  going  up  it  to  fill  water.  The  banks  of  the 
creek  are  in  general  so  very  high  that  even  a  light  breeze  would  be 
so  much  increased  as  to  prevent  us  from  getting  out  whilst  the 
wind  blew  upon  it.  I  therefore  thought  it  best,  after  giving  one 
day  to  an  excursion  up  the  river  in  the  boat,  to  go  down  to  Risdon 
Cove,  where  we  were  certain  of  getting  water,  though  it  might  be 
with  a  good  deal  of  difficulty. 

An  Friday,  28th. — On  Friday  morning  the  weather  was  fine,  and  a 

upto?^°     light  breeze  blowing  from  the  S.W,  we  took  an  early  breakfast 
Derwent      and  set  off  upon  our  excursion. 

In  the  comer  of  the  turning  to  the  south-westward  we  expected 
to  find  the  Saunders  River  of  Mr.  Hayes,  but  could  not  perceive 
any  opening  or  stream  whatever.  The  water  being  very  shoal 
there,  and  the  place  out  of  our  way,  we  did  not  go  up  into  [the] 
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ward,  keeping  under  the  lee  of  the  land,  for  the  wind  now  blew      1796 
a  gale  at  E.N.E.  and  very  hard  in  puffs.     At  the  end  of  these  a  gaie  from 
cliffs  the  land  seemed  to  fall  back  into  a  sandj  bay,  and  then  to  the£-N.E. 
project  out  to  the  south-westward,   the  extreme  bearing  nearly 
south,  a  little  before  dark,  between  2  and  3  leagues  distant.     The 
night  was  very  dark  and  tempestuous.     We  continued  to  stand 
backwards  and  forwards,  and  to  lay  to  occasionally,  as  the  wind 
would  allow,  keeping  as  much  under  the  land  as  we  could. 

December  10th. — ^At  8  in  the  morning  the  land  appeared  in- 
distinctly through  the  haze,  and  the  wind  being  at  N.E.,  and  a 
little  moderated,  we  then  made  some  sail  u]K)n  the  vessel  and  stood 
in  shore  on  the  larboard  tack.  Before  10  the  head  which  had  been 
set  at  south  on  the  preceding  evening  was  in  sight,  bearing  N. 
37*  E.  2  or  3  leagues,  but  there  was  low  land  running  without  it 
as  far  as  K.  30'  K 

The  wind  had  become  quite  moderate  at  noon,  but  the  weather  The  wind 
remained  dull  and  cloudy.    We,  however,  got  an  altitude  of  the  sun  and  weather, 
which  gave  the  latitude  4F  13'  46''  south,  being  fourteen  more  than 
could  be  made  by  the  dead  reckoning.     Our  longitude,  corrected 
by  the  land,  was  144**  58'  east,  the  low  land  at  the  north  extreme 
bearing  N.  16°  W.  3  leagues.     The  shore  from  thence  is  low  and 
mostly  sandy,  but  iises  inland   to   a   moderate  height,  and   is 
covered  with  wood.     There  was  a  mount ''^  bearing  S.  58**  E.,  which 
appeared  to  be  the  northernmost  of  a  range  of  high  hills  running 
parallel  with  the  coast.     The  southern  extreme  of  the  land  bore 
S.  28°  E.,  and  abreast  of  us  was  distant  about  3  miles,  but  there 
are  several  rocks  and  breakers  laying  a  mile  or  two  off  the  shore, 
some  of  which  were  not  more  than  1  mile  distant.     We  steered  steering 
S.  b.  K  till  near  6  o'clock,  with  a  breeze  from  N.N.E.,  and  had  *'"**'• 
then  run  5  leagues  along  the  same  kind  of  shore  as  before  described. 
The  wind  beginning  to  shift  round  to  the  westward,  we  hauled  off 
a  little,  and  at  7  kept  close  to  the  wind  on  the  larboard  tack,  but 
the  great  head  swell  prevented  u^rom  making  much  way  off  the 
coast.  The  last  bearings  of  the  land  this  evening  were  as  follows  : —  Bearings  of 
A  low  rocky  projection,  with  sandhills  on  the  south  side  of  it,  N.  ***®^*    * 
17"  E.  4  or  5  miles  ;  the  northernmost  mount  of  the  high  hills 
inland  N.  46°  E.  ;  the  highest  part  of  some  mountainous  land  to 
the  southward,  unconnected  with  the  northern  J*ange,  S.  52°  E. ; 
and  the  extreme  of  the  shore,  indistinctly  seen  through  the  haze, 
bore  about  S.K  b.  S. 

December  11th. — We  kept  to  the  wind  off  and  on  till  4  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  then  steered  N.K  till  near  5,  when  I  set  the 
same  low  rocky  projection  as  seen  last  night  at  N.  17°  W.  2  or 
3  leagues,  and  the  north  mount  at  N.  22°  E.  Nearly  the  same  Aimearance 
kind  of  waving  shore  continued  on  the  south  side  of  the  low  pro-  ^^^^^  *^^^"*' 
jection  as  on  the  north  side,  sandy  beaches  and  low  stony  heads 
presenting  themselves  alternately.     Some  sharp-pointed  rocks  at 

•  CaUed  bj  Flinden  "Moont  Norfolk." 
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aooordiiig  to  the  atnation  of  Fengvin  IslaAd  by  Ltent.  Bligfa  m 
1788.  "Die  meridiADB  upon  die  diarfr  are  mored  1|'  more  westeiij 
on  acoouDt  of  a  belore-ineiitioned  dififerenee  of  5'  in  the  reekoning 
on  Drnking  the  S.  W.  Cape. 

Thursday,  3rd — Early  on  Thursday  morning  we  sailed  from 
Plraen  Cove  for  Port  Jackson,  it  being  then  the  fourth  day  after 
the  expiration  of  our  limited  twelve  weeka  It  was  not  without 
regret  that  I  was  obliged  to  leave  this  interesting  part  of  Tan 
Dmnen's  Land  so  imperfeotly  examined.  Of  the  Storm  Bay 
Passage  we  saw  nothing  except  tlie  northern  entrance,  and  the 
western  part  of  Adventure  Bay  Island,  which  Mr.  Bass  waa  so 
anxious  to  visit,  was  not  landed  upon.  It  would  have  been  worth 
some  tnmUe  to  ascertain  whether  the  hogs  and  goats  whidi  the 
philanthropy  of  navigators  has  pkoed  hero  are  yet  remaiiting. 
We  weighed  with  a  variable  wind,  which  afterwards  settled  at 
N.W.,  ajkd  havii^  turned  oat  of  the  Storm  Bay  Passage,  hoiirt»d 
in  our  boat  and  stood  over  to  Quoin  Island,  intending  to  keep 
close  round  the  south  end  of  what  has  hitherto  been  called  the 
Maria.  Islands,  tho'  why  Tasman  called  this  body  of  land  islanda» 
or  whether  tlds  is  certaiaiy  the  same  that  he  so  named,  I  cannot 
tall,  not  having  hia  Yojage. 

At  noon  the  high  mountain*  on  the  west  side  of  the  Derwent 
bore  N.  52**  W.  This  mountain,  by  being  visible  at  almost  every 
station,  was  very  serviceable  in  connecting  the  different  parts  of 
the  bay  and  river  together.  Quoin  Island  at  the  same  time  bore 
S.  7V  "E.  2  leagues.  The  western  part  of  Quoin  Island  is  steep 
diffib,  and  by  sloping  down  gradually  to  its  eastern  side  it  presents 
the  form  of  a  quoin  when  seen  from  the  southwacrd.  It  appeared 
to  be  not  more  than  a  mile  distant  from  the  main,  but  on  the 
north  side  of  the  point,  which  is  neavest  to  the  idand,  the  shore 
falls  back  to  a  much  greater  distance  into  a  large  bay,  which  we 
could  not  distinctly  see  round,  but  I  judge  there  is  no  shelter  in  it 
from  westerly  winds. 

There  are  two  distinct  projections  of  land  at  the  south  end  of 
the  supposed  Maria  Islands ;  the  outer  one  has  long  been  caUed 

Cape  puiar.  Gape  Hilar — most  probably  from  the  basaltic  pillars  or  columns 
which  its  steep  clifis  almost  everywhere  present.  The  extreme 
part  of  the  inner  projection  laje  W.  b.  S.  from  Cape  PiUar, 
and  by  our  run  their  dktance  asunder  is  10  (»-  11  ndles^  It  is 
equally  basaltic  with  the  cape,  and  has  several  single  columna, 
much  resembling  tall  chimnies^  at  the  extremity  of  the  pcMnt     I 

Cape  Raoui.  hmve  calkd  it  Gape  Basaltes.f  The  cliffs  are  verj  high,  ste^  and 
roraafitiev  particulasrly  on  the  west  side  of  it.  Between  the  two 
capes  the  laud  falls  back  and  forms  a  deep  bay.    How  it  appeared 

*  Doubtlees  Hoant  WeUliigtoo. 

t  TWa  cape,  wldoh  FlhiderB  named  Cape  Baaaltea,  is  the  Cape  Raotd  of  IVEntrecasteainr. 
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Island. 
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nearly  a  mile  from  the  shore,  and  was  seen  when  4  leagues  distant,       1796 
although  the  weather  was  still  hazy.^ 

December  12th. — At  daybreak  the  pyramid  and  low  cape  were 
again  in  sight,  and  at  5  o'clock  the  former  bore  N.  27°  E.  over  the 
cape,  appearing  like  the  crown  of  a  hat,  and  not  near  so  pointed  as 
when  seen  to  the  S.E.  The  cape  was  not  more  than  3  miles  distant, 
and  the  land  running  3  or  4  miles  to  tlie  eastward  from  its  extreme 
forms  a  hollow  by  then  turning  to  its  usual  course.  The  wind 
being  moderate  at  W.  b.  N.j  we  steered  S.R  for  some  high  rocks,  steering 
3  or  4  leagues  distant,  that  lay  off  a  steep  head,  behind  which  there  ^^  ' 
was  some  prospect  of  meeting  with  an  opening.  The  shore  con- 
tiguous to  this  run  is  moderately  high,  and  has  a  better  appearance 
than  on  the  north  side  of  Low  Cape,  for  it  is  tolerably  well- wooded. 

From  7  to  10  o'clock  we  steered  S.S.E.,  keeping  about  4  miles 
from  the  shore.     The  high  rocks  then  bore  N.  6°  W.  11  miles, 
and  the  extremity  of  a  low  rocky  point  f  E.  10°  S.  5  miles.     From 
this  rocky  point  the  land  runs  back  to  the  eastward  6  or  7 
miles  to  ^e  foot  of  some  high  and  very  barren  mountains,  and 
then  resumes  its  old  course.     In  this  bight  a  smoke  arose,  which 
was  the  second  we  had  seen  on  this  coast.     At  noon  Rocky  Rcoky 
Point  bore  N.  8°  W.,  or  true  north  6  miles ;  and  the  obsei*ved  ^^"^^ 
latitude  was  43°  7'  south,  which  is  eleven  more  than  the  log  gave. 
Some  obeervations  of  the  sun  west  of  the  moon  place  this  point  in  Lougitude. 
145°  24'  east,  being  corrected  by  the  observations  in  Port  Dal- 
rymple ;  but  I  have  placed  it  in  145°  41'  in  the  chart,  according 
to  the  corrected  dead  reckoning,  which  afterwards  gave  the  situa- 
tion of  the  S.W.  Gape  only  5'  of  longitude  different  from  what 
Oaptain  Codk  lays  it  down.      Two  round  hills  on  the  extremity 
of  a  point  bearing  S.  64°  K  5  leagues  was  the  farthest  land  we 
oould  well  define ;  at  4  o'clock  the  hills  bore  N.  65°  E.  5  or  6 
miles,  when  the  latitude  by  the  meridional  altitude  of  the  moon 
was  43*  18'  40""  south.     The  point  upon  which  these  hills  stand 
was  afterwards  named  Point  St.  Vincent,  by  Governor  Hunter ;  Point  st  . 
round  it  there  was  the  appearance  of  a  considerable  opening,  and  ^^"^'^^ 
the  space  that  there  seemed  to  be  between  the  mountains  partly 
corroborated  the  conjecture.   The  mountains  which  presented  them- 
selves to  our  view  in  this  situation,  both  close  to  the  shore  and 
inland,  were  amongst  the  most  stupendous  works  of  Nature  I  ever  Remarkable 
beheld,  and,  at  the  same  time,  are  the  most  dismal  and  barren  that  "^^'^^^^^ 
can  be  imagined.  X    The  eye  ranges  over  these  peaks  and  variously- 
formed  lumps  of  adamantine  rock  with  astonishment  and  horror ; 
jhad  the  thermometer  been  30°  or  40°  lower,  and  our  distance  from 

•  Dorinv  thbdcj^  ran  PUnders  paned,  onobtenred,  the  entrance  to  Maoquarie  Harbour. 

fVumA  hj  Fltodert**Rocicy  Point'* 

ITlMwarenofvrkiiownMtlieDe  Witt  Range.  The  highest  point  was  called  by  FttadflXB 
;^  Wttt  Mtomt,"  under  the  fanj>rew1on  thiut  the  peaks  were  the  De  Witt  Ides  of  Tuman.— 
WftMuf^  WMnkAu^alit,''  rol.  i,  p.  cborrii. 
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1790  or  7  miles.  The  islaad,  which  appeared  to  lay  about  3  miles  to  the 
southward  of  it,  I  could  not  get  bearings  oi  The  northemmoet 
land,  which  makes  like  hummeoks  and  broad-based  peaks,  bore  N. 
2%  and  then  to  13"  W. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  at  the  time  we  were  off  these  islands 
0yat«rBay.  I  had  not  Mr.  Cox*8  plan  of  Oyster  Bay  in  the  sloop,  or  did  I 
recollect  its  situation;  but  by  our  latitude  this  day  at  noon,  and  the 
relative  situation  of  Cape  Pillar,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  what 
appeared  to  us  to  be  two  islands  is  the  one  in  which  is  Oyster  Bay. 
llie  Cockscomb  Head  is  his  Mistaken  Cape  ;  but  we  saw  nothing 
of  the  small  island  which  is  laid  down  off  it. 

The  greatest  part  of  this  afternoon  we  kept  beating  up  against 
a  fresh  westerly  wind.  At  7  o'clock  it  came  more  to  the  south- 
ward in  a  strong  squall,  accompanied  with  heavy  rain,  which,  how- 
ever, soon  blew  over,  and  was  succeeded  by  a  fine  night.  We 
^'^wmrd  ^^^^^^^  made  all  sail  to  the  northward,  and  about  1 1  o'clock 
passed  the  northernmost  island  we  had  seen.  Mr.  Bass,  who  had 
the  watch,  judged  them  to  be  one  mile  and  a  half  apart  These 
are  connected  with  the  line  of  the  main  coast  in  Mr.  Cox's  plan, 
and  by  the  soundings  marked  there  he  was  much  nearer  than  we 
were  in  the  sloop,  therefore  it  may  be  so,  but  there  was  no' appear- 
ance of  such  connexion,  or  did  we  suspect  it. 

Saturday,  5th. — At  5  a.m.  the  wind  became  light  and  variable 
from  the  west.  We  kept  making  nearly  a  north  course  till  noon^ 
the  land  being  in  sight  at  4  or  5  leagues  distant  The  obser\'ed 
latitude  was  then  41''  27"  32'  south,  being  27'  to  the  northward 
JdTSi  ^'wit  ^^  *ocount.  There  was  land  like  islands  in  sight  to  the  south- 
ward, which  we  had  hitherto  taken  for  those  passed  last  night,  but 
the  latitude  shews  that  they  must  be  to  the  northward  of  those. 
Most  probably  they  were  the  northernmost  of  Schouten's  Islands. 
The  land  abreast  was  moderately  high,  of  irregular  ranges  of  toler- 
ably well-wooded  hills.  A  peak  near  the  shore  bore  S.  50**  W.  5 
or  6  leagues. 

A  bead  wind.  Sunday,  6tL — Towards  evening  the  wind  freshened  from  the 
north-westward,  and  continued  till  late  next  morning.  At  noon 
the  observed  latitude  was  40"  45'  23",  the  longitude  149"  5' 
east.  The  wind  being  at  north,  we  stood  in  shore  till  9  in  the 
evening. 

Monday,  7th. — It  was  then  variable  till  next  noon,  with  thick 
misty  weather.  Our  observed  latitude  then  was  40''  24'  44'  south, 
and  the  high  land  of  Cape  Barren  Island  made  an  indistinct 
appearance  through  the  haze  at  S.W.  b.  W.  ^  W.,  being  not 
more  than  5  or  6  miles  distant.  The  wind  was  easterly,  and 
Og«  Bamn  we  stood  along  the  north  side  of  Cape  Barren  Island,  intending 
to  go  through  the  passage  between  it  and  the  largo  island  which 
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Soon  after  10  we  hauled  up  to  examine  an  opening  about  3  1798 
ieagues  from  the  S.W.  Cape.  It  proved  to  be  only  a  small  shallow 
bay,  with  a  sandy  beach  at  the  head  of  it,  and  is  open  to  southerly 
winds,  but  there  are  two  clusters  of  rocks  in  the  mouth  of  it,  which 
would  break  off  a  good  deal  of  sea,  perhaps  sufficiently  so  for  a 
ship  to  find  shelter  in  the  bay.  At  noon  we  hove  to  off  the 
southernmost  cluster  of  these  rocks,  to  take  the  angles  that  the 
islands,  rocks,  and  other  conspicuous  objects  made  with  the  steep 
head,  which  bore  from  us  N.  75°  E.  The  distance  afterwards  run 
to  it  was  1 1  miles.  I  observed  the  sun's  meridional  altitude  Latitude  of 
from  the  south,  which  gave  the  latitude  43'  27'  38"  south,  accord-  w^gS^. 
ing  to  which  the  S.W.  Cape  would  be  in  43°  29'  south.  This 
latitude  is  something  more  than  that  given  by  our  log  from  the 
time  of  the  observation  by  the  moon  yesterday,  but  it  is  less  than 
that  of  both  Captn.  Fumeaux  and  Captn.  Cook,  the  first  of  whom 
makes  it  in  43°  39',  and  the  latter  in  43°  37'  south.  From  the 
greatness  of  these  authorities,  I  conjecture  that  from  haste  to  get 
the  angles  before  our  position  was  materially  altered  a  mistake  of 
10'  must  have  been  made  in  reckoning  off  the  altitude  from  the 
sextant,  and  I  have  therefore  placed  the  Cape  in  43°  39'  0"  in  the 
chart. 

Every  navigator  that  has  hitherto  passed  along  thi^  coast,  as  far 
as  my  knowledge  extends,  has  kept  to  the  southward  of  the  islands, 
and  those  who  have  made  sketches  or  charts  have  usually  left  un- 
finished places  where  it  was  supposed  there  might  be  good  harbours 
or  bays.  In  order  to  ascertain  this  point  we  steered  within  the  Examining 
body  of  the  islands,  and  from  within  one  and  a  half  to  four  miles  *  ®  *  ®'®' 
of  the  main.  I  am  tolerably  certain  we  saw  the  head  of  every  bay 
and  bight,  and  also  that  they  are  nearly  as  marked  in  the  charts. 
With  respect  to  relative  position,  some  allowance  must  be  made  for 
the  rapidity  with  which  we  passed  along,  and  the  tides  that  might 
render  a  dead  reckoning  more  erroneous  than  would  be  perceptible 
bj  the  land.  Here  I  again  lamented  the  want  of  a  timekeeper. 
Indeed  this  deficiency  was  a  continual  source  of  regret,  and  has 
been  already  mentioned  more  than  once,  but  it  ought  to  be  kept 
constantly  in  mind,  that  more  confidence  may  not  be  placed  in  tlie 
chart  thain  it  deserves. 

At  2  o'clock  we  passed  close  to  the  westernmost  of  De  Witt^s  ^  witt 
Isles.  This  island  appears  to  be  higher  and  larger  than  any  of  *"' 
the  cluster,  being  near  2  miles  in  length,  and  it  is  very  barren.  It 
had  lately  been  burnt,  which  was  a  circumstance  that  a  good  deal 
surprised  us.  We  examined  the  rocks  very  carefully  for  seals,  but 
did  not  see  one  there,  or  even  in  the  water,  during  any  part  of 
the  day. 

At  half-past  5  we  approached  very  near  to  a  head  equally  steep 
with  those  to  the  westward,  but  differing  in  this — that  it  was 
basaltic,  and  somewhat  lower  than  those.     This  had  hitherto  been 
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steered  N.E.  b,  N.,  which  I  judged  to  be  fully  vofficieiit  to  clear 
Cape  Howe. 

Wednesday,  9th. — At  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  our  sur- 
prize^ the  land  appeared  through  the  thick  haze  at  N.E.  b.  K,  and 
lower  land  and  sandhills  from  thence  to  the  lee  beam,  not  more 
than  6  or  7  mOes  distant.  We  hauled  up  as  close  to  the  wind 
as  possible  immediately,  and  set  as  much  sail  as  the  sloop  could 
possibly  bear.  From  the  appearance  of  the  land  we  judged  it  to 
be  about  the  Kam  Head,  but  our  log  did  not  give  so  far  to  the 
northward  by  20  miles.  At  10  the  thick  rainy  weather  bid  the 
land,  nor  did  we  see  it  till  Friday,  the  11th,  when  the  wind 
being  moderate,  and  the  haze  cleared  away,  we  saw  Hat  Hill  at  1 
o'clock,  and  next  morning  (Saturday,  12th)  made  the  harbour  of 
Port  Jackson,  and  laid  the  sloop  alongside  of  his  Majesty's  ship 
Heliance. 

The  Toyage  being  now  completed,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  take 
some  further  notice  of  the  straits,  which  was  the  principal  object 
of  it ;  and  it  ought  to  be  first  observed  that  his  ExoeUency  the 
Gk>Temor  named  it  Bass's  Stnait,  after  my  worthy  friend  and  com- 
paaioQ,  as  a  just  tribute  to  the  extreme  dangers  and  fatigues  he 
had  undergone  in  first  entering  it  in  the  whaleboat.  The  south- 
westerly swell  which  rolled  in  upon  the  shores  of  Western  Port 
and  its  neighbourhood  snfficienUy  indicated  to  the  penetratiiig 
Bass  that  he  was  exposed  to  the  Soutiiem  Indian  Ocean.  This 
opinion,  which  he  constantly  asserted,  was  the  prindpal  cause  of 
my  services  being  offered  to  the  Governor  to  ascertain  the  certainty 
of  it,  and  it  was  with  great  satisfaction  that  I  was  able  to  associate 
him  in  the  expedition. 

It  has  been  observed  that  ihe  tides  had  very  little  influence 
upon  the  sloop  from  Isle  Waterhoufie  till  we  came  to  Circular 
Head.  Let  a  line  be  drawn  from  one  to  the  other,  and  it  will  be 
the  southern  extent  of  the  general  set  of  them.  Past  Wilson's 
Promontory  it  runs  with  great  strength  both  ways,  but  the  flood 
will  sweep  along  the  beach  from  Cape  Howe  and  leave  the  bi§^ts 
on  the  west  side  of  the  promontory  to  be  filled  up  by  eddies  and 
dead  water.  On  the  ebb  it  will  be  reversed,  and  there  will  be 
little  or  no  tide  along  the  great  beach.  Comer  Inlet  will  be  left 
in  an  eddy  in  both  cases,  whence  the  time  of  high  water  is  an  hour 
later  there  than  at  Sealers'  Cove. 

Let  us  also  take  a  short  view  of  the  adiPttntages  which  the 
discovery  of  this  strait  seems  to  present  The  most  prominent 
one  is  that  of  expeditix^  the  passage  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
to  Port  Jackson,  for,  Altho'  a  line  dmwn  from  tlae  Cape  to  44*  of 
south  latitude  and  to  ihe  kmgitude  of  the  South  Cape  of  Van 
Diemen's  Land  will  not  seoaibly  differ  from  one  dmioi  to  ike 
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2  or  3  leagues.  Courts  Isles  lay  W.  ^  N.  from  the  southernmost  1708 
of  the  Friars,  and  between  them  there  is  a  deep  bight,  the  head  The  Frian. 
of  which  I  set  at  N.N.W.,  when  the  inner  part  of  Tasman's  Head 
was  in  the  same  bearing.  There  is  some  vegetation  upon  three 
of  the  FriarSy  and  we  observed  that  the  largest  of  them  had  been 
lat^  burnt.  The  two  eastemmoet  are  mere  black  rocks.  One 
of  them  is  in  a  pyramidal  form,  and,  I  suppose,  it  was  from  the 
appearance  of  these  two  in  particular  that  Captn.  Fumeaux  gave 
them  iheUr  present  name.  They  extend  about  one  mile  and  a 
qoarter  from  the  head,  and  are  frequented  by  many  gannets. 

About  one  mile  N.E.  of  these  rocks  we  saw  broken  water,  which  a  reof. 
might  have  been  upon  a  reef,  or  perhaps  was  only  the  effect  of  a 
tida     A  small  reef  is  marked  in  the  chart,  that  Uiose  who  follow 
may  be  on  their  guard. 

By  our  azimuth  compass  the  Fluted  Cape  opened  round  Tasman's 
Head  at  N.  b.  £.  ^  E.,  and  Cape  Frederick  Henry  round  Fluted 
Cape  at  N.  ^  £. 

Not  being  able  to  get  into  Adventure  Bay,  we  edged  away  steering  for 
round  Cape  Frederick  Henry,  to  try  if  we  could  not  get  into  the  '  •^*^*^°*' 
Derwent  River. 

At  noon  the  wind  was  more  moderate,  with  fine  weather.  Tlie 
north  end  of  the  Island  of  Adventure  bore  N.  68'  W.,  and  the 
other  point  of  the  entrance  up  the  Derwent  N.  40**  W.  about  6 
miles;  the  observed  latitude  was  43°  8'  16''  south. 

Finding  we  could  not  gain  the  mouth  of  the  river  after  turning 
some  hours,  the  sloop  being  now  light  and  leewardly,  we  bore 
away  up  what  Captn.  Bligh  called  Providence  Sound  in  1791,  and 
which  Mr.  Hayes  has  since  named  Hensbaw  Bay  ;  but  as  I  appre- 
hend this  is  the  place  that  Tasman  called  Frederick  Henry  or  Frederick 
Hendrick's  Bay  more  than  a  century  ago,  I  have  prefixed  that  ^®°'^  ^^'* 
name  to  it  in  the  chart.*  At  half-past  6  we  anchored  in  10^ 
fathoms  upon  a  sandy  bottom,  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  the 
weather  shore,  and  exposed  to  a  southerly  sea,  Cape  Frederick 
Henry  bearing  S.  9*"  W.,  and  the  opposite  side  of  the  entrance  S. 
25^  £.  There  is  a  long  sandy  beach  at  what  appeared  to  be  the 
head  of  the  bay,  but  to  the  eastward  of  us  there  seemed  to  be  an 
opening,  where  we  hoped  to  find  good  shelter,  as  well  as  a  field  for 
farther  researches.  The  country  had  a  pleasant  appearance,  par- 
ticularly a  sloping  piece  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  the  opening,  sloping 
This  we  afterwards  found  to  be  an  island  of  between  one  and  two 
miles  in  length,  and  is  distinguished  by  the  name  of  Sloping  Island 
in  the  ohart. 

Saturday,  15th. — In  the  morning  the  wind  was  moderate  from 
the  N.W.  We  weighed  at  half-past  10,  and  ran  over  to  a  small 
islazid  bearing  N.  33**  K,  and  having  observed  there  was  no  tide 
running  any  way,  we  weighed  the  distance  by  a  constant  log,  and 
found  it  to  be  3*41  miles,  which  served  as  a  base  to  lay  down  this 

^  This  bay  is  still  kccvo  as  Frederick  Beniy  Bay. 
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1796-^     GBflSRVATioire  for  the  Latitude,  Longitade,  «nd  Yariatloiiy  taken  in 
Nantiaa  ob-         ^0  Norfolk,  doopf  on  her  expedition  round  Van  Diemen's 

serTBtiona.  Luid : 


Time. 

FlMeof  ObMrmtUMi. 

LstitiMlr. 
floutb. 

Umttade 

Vaitetlan. 
Best. 

1798. 
UOet.. 

Smif  Cove,  Twofold  Bay        

•     »    0 
87    42S 

ISO  120 

•        r        0 

10    18   46 

4F^.. 

Oftpo  Howe  8.  b.  W.  6  milei 

87  80  68 

UOet.. 

▲tM       

88  88  44 

149  29  SI 

9   64     0 

17    „    .. 

Kemt*e  Group,  toon  after  a  SO*  W.  22^ 

89  27  07 

18    „    .. 

llda&tOhiHwneh.71'E.10orl2milee    .. 

40  18  28 

UF^.. 

cauke'a  Uaad,  Sovth  Point,  N.  W.  |  W.  If 

4086    8 

18    II    .. 

Obrin'alduidi  North  Point 

40  29    9 

M    „    .. 

On  Math  end  of  Ram  Iiburid 

40  28  SO 

ttOct.. 

Cqie  Barren  Peek  N.  21' E.  2|  mite 

40  26  00 

81    „    .. 

Swan  Isle  S.  62*  W.  7  milee 

40  48  86 

S5F«b... 

Swan  Isle,  South  end,  W.  4'  N.  5  mQes 

40  44  16 

1  Nor. . . 

Swan  ble.  Eaati  4       

»f     »t      *9 

8    ..    .. 

Chpe  Portland  W.eD&r      

4044    4 

2    M    .. 

lile  WaleriMue  W.  6*  N.  10^ 

40  48  46 

8   „    .. 

Low  Head,  Port  DahTmple,  S.  80«  W.  9^  .. 

41    8  13 

146  27  40 

8UIE76 

22    ,1    .. 

Three  hununocke  of  land  N.E.  8  leaguea  . . 

40    4    0 

4  Dec... 

South  Head  of  Point  Daliymple  B.  19*  &  IS' 

41    4    4 

6    „    .. 

Table  Capo  W.  r  a  S  leagnce 

40  56  17 

6    „    .. 

Cironlar  Head  S.  19  E.  7  miles 

40  46  20 

7    ..    .. 

Sugartoaf  on  Three  Hammock  Uand,  S. 
76'W.12'       

4081    8 

9    „    .. 

Albaiross  Island  &42«E.  2  mUes    .. 

40  26  12 

10  „   .. 

Northern  Moant  a  41'  £.,  tet  dedneed     . . 

41  18  40 

12    ,.    .. 

Rocky  Point  North  2  leairnes . . 

48    1    2 

146  24  16 

12    „    .. 

Point  St.  Vincent  N.  07*  R.  6  or  <r    .. 

43  16  82 

IS  ,.  .. 

South  West  Cape  a  78  W.  8  miles   .. 

43  29  20 

If  this  latitude  is  lead  off  KT  wrong 
theUtitudeis .. 

48  89  20 

14    „    .. 

Quohi  Iidand,  in  Frederiok  Henry  Bay.  E. 
4a7' ..        .. 

48    846 

18    „    .. 

Woody  Island          do.          do.        East.. 

41    128 

19    ..    w 

Green  Head            do.          da    W.10*S9 

42  66  61 

25    „    .. 

Mount  Direction  S.  64*  E.  14  mile    . . 

42  18    1 

29    .,    .. 

On  north  side  of  Risdon  Cove 

42  48  12 

848*87 

1799. 
lJ«n. .. 

Entrance  of  Ralph's  Bay,  East 

42  66  66 

4    „    .. 

North  end  of  Oyster  Bay  Island  N.  66*  E.  8' 

42  87  49 

5    „    .. 

Peak  on  east  coast  of  Van  Dlemen*s  Land 
S.  W  W.  6^    . . 

41  86    2 

T    ,.    .. 

Cape  Barren  W.  b.  a  }  a  6  or  6  miles 

40  26  20 

148  56  60 

1796. 
9Ftob... 

Northern  Sieter,  N.  27*  W.  14i  mfles 

3988    1 

■  •   -^w    •   ■ 

10    .1    .. 

Eastern  Patriarch,  W.  i  N.  17  milee 

40    1  40 

22  Nov... 

Cape  Portland,  East  2  miles 

40  44  10 

148    8  48 

12    8000 
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Our  soondings,  as  well  as  the  form  of  this  extensive  bay,  will  be      1798 
best  understood  by  consulting  the  sketch. 

From  a  head  that  lay  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  our  anchor- 
age I  took  bearings  of  every  remarkable  object  in  sight,  amongst 
which  it  was  an  agreeable  surprize  to  see  a  new  opening  on  the  An  apparent 
east  side  of  the  bay,  at  the  back  of  a  small  woody  island.     It  did  SJ^^J^l^ 
not  appear  to  be  above  half  a  mile  wide,  but  the  only  land  that 
could  be  seen  through  it  was  a  hummock  which  was  quite  blue 
from  its  distance,  and  I  then  conjectured  it  might  be  one  of  the 
Maria  Islands ;  but  whether  this  opens  into  the  ocean  or  is  the 
mouth  of  a  river,  or  whether  there  may  be  very  low  lands  running 
across  but  a  little  way  back,  and  thus  be  neither  the  one  or  the 
other,  I  cannot  determine.     About  8  o'clock  I  observed  the  men-  The  latitude. 
dional  altitude  of  the  moon  abreast  of  the  sloop  by  the  artificial 
horizon,  and  found  the  latitude  to  be  43"^  1'  28\ 

Wednesday,  19th. — I  went  early  on  Wednesday  morning  to  get 
bearings  from  the  extremity  of  the  nearest  western  head  before  we 
got  under  weigh.  The  wind  was  still  at  W.S.  W.,  but  the  length  of 
time  it  might  take  to  turn  back  in  the  present  light  trim  of  the 
sloop  deterred  me  from  running  for  the  new  opening.  Therefore, 
with  the  intention  of  returning  to  examine  it  if  time  and  the  winds 
should  permit,  we  stood  back  out  of  this  upper  part  of  Frederick 
Henry  Bay  for  the  purpose  of  getting  up  the  Derwent  River,  where  steering  for 
there  was  little  doubt  of  finding  fresh  water,  as  well  as  the  most  SS^ent. 
fertile  country.  The  latter,  as  being  Mr.  Bass's  pursuit,  weighed 
with  me,  as  well  as  the  expectation  of  finding  a  field  for  my  own. 
At  noon  I  got  an  observation  of  the  sun,  which  gives  the  latitude 
of  Green  Head  42"  56  J'  south.  It  bore  S.  72'  W.  two  and  a  half  areen  Head, 
miles,  and  is  the  north  point  of  the  great  piece  of  land  that  divides 
the  eastern  part  of  Frederick  Henry  Bay  from  the  common  en- 
trance into  it  and  the  Derwent,  and  makes  the  former  a  spacious 
and  well-sheltered  harbour.  I  called  it  Green  Head  from  its 
appearance.  At  8  in  the  evening  we  got  to  an  anchor  in  4^ 
fathoms  on  the  N.E.  side  of  Sloping  Island. 

Thursday,  20th. — At  daylight  on  Thursday  morning  continued 
our  progress  towards  the  Derwent,  but  a  calm  with  thick  rainy  Bainv 
weather  induced  me  to  drop  the  anchor  soon  afterwards.     At  10  ^***  *'* 
o'clock  a  breeze  sprung  up  from  the  southward.     We  weighed  and 
attempted  to  turn  to  windward,  but  finding  we  were  likely  to 
have  a  long  beat  in  the  rain  to  little  purpose  we  anchored  abreast 
of  a  small  beach  on  the  west  shore  in  two  and  three-quarters 
fathoms,  the  wind  being  about  three  points  off  the  land.     The  rain 
abated  in  the  evening,  and  permitted  us  to  examine  a  sheet  of  water  a  lagoon. 
which  had  been  observed  over  the  beach  from  the  masthead.    There 
was  a  good  deal  of  tide  coming  out  of  the  narrow  entrance ;  but 
the  water  is  only  of  sufiicient  depth  for  boats.     Our  examination 
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1796 


Sir  Joseph 
Banks  to 
keep  the 
joarnalv. 


CoUuis's 
Moount. 


Apparently,  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  after  perusing  the  journals, 
returned  them  to  Hunter ;  for  attached  to  the  above  letter 
is  the  following  memorandum  in  Hunter's  handwriting  : — 

17,  Nottingham-plaoe,  21st  August,  1801. 

Captain  Hunter  presents  his  respectful!  compliments  to  Sir  Jo. 
Banks,  and  returns  the  journal  which  he  meant  Sir  Joseph  should 
keep.  The  only  way  by  which  the  truth  of  the  remarks  it  con- 
tains can  be  ascertained  will  be  by  an  examination  of  one  of  the 
journalists  who  is  now  with  Gapt.  Hunter,  and  shall  be  sent  to 
Sir  Joseph  at  any  time  he  will  appoint.  This  young  man  went 
out  with  Gapt.  H.  a  boy,  and  one  of  his  servants.  As  he  grew 
up  in  that  country  and  became  pleased  with  traveling  thro'  the 
woods,  he  solicited  permission  to  go  upon  the  excursion  then 
intended,  and  as  he  could  write,  he  was  instructed  to  enter  in  a 
paper  the  observations  wliich  their  journey  might  suggest.  He  is 
an  intelligent  lad. 

Collins  (vol.  ii,  pp.  87-91)  gives  a  compressed  account  of 
the  first  journey ;  but  the  exact  words  of  one  of  the  orig- 
inal travellers,  written,  according  to  Hunter,  at  the  time 
and  apparently  on  the  spot,  are  deemed  to  have  sufficient 
value,  to  those  who  desire  to  trace  the  expansion  of  the 
settlement,  to  warrant  their  publication. 


JOURNEY  INTO  THE  INTERIOR  OF  THE  COUNTRY 

NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

Mount  January  24th,  1798. — Course,  S.S.W.     Left  Mount  Hunter  for 

the"N>p«tii.  about  12  miles,  till  we  fell  in  with  the  Nepean  River,  where  the 
ix>cks  run  so  steep  it  was  with  great  difficulty  we  crost  them  ; 
the  rest  of  the  ground  run  very  scrubby.  We  saw  nothing  siaange 
except  a  few  rock  kangaroos  with  long  black  brush  tails,  and  two 
pheasants,  which  we  could  not  get  a  shot  at.     Distance,  18  miles. 

January  25th. — Course,  S.S.W.  The  country  runs  very  open  ; 
good  black  soil.  We  saw  a  great  many  kangaroos  and  emews,  and 
we  fell  in  with  a  party  of  natives  which  gave  a  very  good  account 
of  the  place  we  were  in  search  of  ;*  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
corn  and  potatoes,  and  that  the  people  were  very  friendly.     We 

*  Note  in  the  handwritinff  qf  Oovemor  Bunt^ :— This  stood  account,  which  they  say 
the  natives  gave  them  of  the  place  they  were  in  eeaMk  ol,  alludes  to  a  report  wbioh  aone 
artful  villain  in  the  oolooy  had  propairated  amongst  the  Irish  oonvicts  lately  arrived,  "lliat 
there  was  a  colony  of  white  pe<^le  at  no  very  great  distance  in  the  back  country— 150  or 
aoo  miles— where  there  was  abundance  of  every  soii  of  provision  without  the  necessity  of  ao 
much  labour.  The  ignorance  of  those  Irishmen  endnced  seveial  to  make  an  attcwpt  to 
reach  thi«  Paradise,  and  the  copseqnence  was  that  they  perished  in  the  woods,  not  odbag 
capable  of  finding  Uieir  way  bMk.  This  draunalanoo  etas  fuUy  wlaiert  by  me  la  a  letter  to 
the  D.  of  Portland."    See  UButer  to  Portland,  15th  February,  1796.— Ante,  pp.  SaO,  Ml. 
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eloM  to  the  ahore.     I  ascended  the  high  land  abreast  of  the  sloop,      1796 
and  saw  the  head  of  Fairlie's  Harbour  on  the  other  side.     It  Fairiiea 
appeared  to  be  very  shoal,  but*  the  ground  round  it  good,  and,  from  Harbour. 
its  situation  immediately  under  the  slope  of  the  high  mountain, 
there  are  probably  several  streams  of  fresh  water  running  into  it. 

About  the  time  that  it  began  to  get  dark  we  were  abreast  of 
Risdon  River,  according  to  the  situation  of  Mount  Direction,  and 
therefore  anchored  for  the  night,  intending  to  enter  it  in  the  morn- 
ing and  take  in  fresh  water,  if  any  was  to  be  found. 

Monday,  24tlL — Risdon  River  turned  out  in  the  morning  to 
be  a  small  cove  which  has  a  run  of  water  into  it  in  wet  weather. 
The  tide  flows  into  it  at  other  times,  but  at  low  water  it  is  nearly 
dry.  Not  being  able  to  go  upwards  with  the  sloop,  the  wind  and 
tide  being  both  against  us,  I  ascended  Mount  Direction,  from  view  from 
whence  I  could  see  into  Frederick  Henry  Bay,  and  had  a  good  ^SScUon 
view  and  bearings  of  the  different  points  of  the  river  as  far 
down  as  Betsey's  Island,  and  upwards  till  it  turns  to  the  south- 
westward,  where  I  conjectured  the  Saunders  River  of  Mr.  Hayes 
emptied  itself. 

Tuesday,  25th. — ^The  following  morning  we  made  an  attempt  to 
go  up  the  river,  but,  being  likely  to  lose  ground,  anchored  in  8 
fathoms  on  the  west  side,  abreast  of  a  small  inlet  dignified  with  the 
name  of  Prince  of  Wales's  Bay.  Whether  there  is  water  enough  Pnnoeof 
for  a  vessel  to  go  into  it  I  cannot  say ;  but  seeing  no  swans  there,  1 1^}^^ 
took  the  boat  round  to  the  place  where  Duke's  River  is  marked  in 
the  chart.  Mr.  Bass  had  had  a  search  on  shore  for  this  river  the 
preceding  evening,  but  could  find  nothing  more  than  a  drain,  and 
that  a  small  one,  issuing  from  a  swamp.  I  was  still  more  unsuccess- 
ful in  that  pursuit,  but  I  brought  three  swans  on  board  soon  after 
8  o'clock.  After  landing  Mr.  Bass,  I  took  the  boat  up  the  river 
above  Mount  Direction,  and  got  bearings  from  several  places  on 
both  sides.  I  observed  the  latitude  to  be  42°  47'  23^"  south,  on  a 
point  to  the  W.N.W.  of  the  mound,  and  on  the  opposite  side.  We 
were  obliged  to  give  the  point  under  Mount  Direction  a  good  berth, 
and  could  not  anywhere  find  more  than  2  fathoms  off  it.  By 
keying  too  near  the  point  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  where  the 
observation  for  the  latitude  had  been  taken,  the  water  shoaled  and  shoai  water. 
obliged  us  to  let  go  the  anchor  in  9  feet.  We  sounded  in  the 
boat  for  the  deep  water  and  weighed,  but  touched  the  ground  just 
oflT  the  point,  altho'  the  previous  cast  had  been  7  fathoms.  The 
bottom  being  soft  mud  and  the  tide  rising,  she  went  over  without 
any  injury,  and  we  proceeded  upwards  till  it  began  to  be  dark, 
and  tiiea  anchored  in  the  mouth  of  a  cove  that  had  particularly 
attraeted  my  notice  at  the  top  of  Mount  Direction,  from  the 
beuity  of  the  surrounding  country  and  the  great  number  of  swans 
I  obserred  in  it. 
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Creeks  and 
rocky  Umd. 


Trees  and 
animals. 


Stopped  by  a 
river. 


Meadow 
land. 


Fine  open 
counti^*. 


supposed  to  be  a  river,  ivhich  seemed  to  ran  N.W.  from  8.EL  The 
land  seemed  very  high  to  the  southward,  l>Qt  still  an  open  oountiy. 
Distance,  20  miles. 

January  29th. — Course,  W.8.W.  We  steered  our  oourse  for 
about  4  miles,  but  the  country  did  not  turn  out  to  our  expectation^ 
for  we  here  fell  in  with  the  heads  of  creeks  which  seemed  to  run. 
towards  the  river  which  we  saw  from  the  hOl  b^ore  mentioned. 
The  ground  run  rockey  and  scrubby,  and  we  saw  falls  of  water  in 
the  heads  of  the  creeks — one  about  40  feet  high,  and  two  more 
about  20  feet  high.  Here  we  altered  our  course  to  the  north  for 
about  12  miles,  thinking  to  cut  off  the  heads  of  the  creeks,  but  we 
fell  in  with  more,  so  we  came  to  the  resolution  of  steering  our 
former  course,  W.S.W.,  but  finding  the  country  to  ran  rockey  and 
scrubby.  Here  we  saw  another  sort  of  timber;  the  leaves  are 
lighter  than  a  powder  blue ;  the  tree  is  low,  much  like  an  apple- 
tree,  the  bark  much  like  a  mahogany.  We  here  saw  in  the  creeks 
many  pheasants  and  rock  kangaroos,  likewise  dung  of  animals  as 
large  as  horse-dung,  but  could  not  see  any  of  them.  We  had 
nothing  to  eat  for  two  days  but  one  rat  about  the  size  of  a  small 
kitten.  I  myself  was  very  sick,  and  wished  myself  at  home  again; 
the  other  man  was  sick  like  me,  for  he  had  hurt  his  leg  and  was 
not  able  to  walk.    Wilson  was  well  and  hearty.    Distance,  24  miles. 

January  30th. — Course,  W.S.W.  The  country  still  rockey  and 
scrubby.  We  fell  in  with  the  head  of  a  river  very  near  as  large 
as  the  Hawkesbury  River,  which  seemed  to  run  from  N.W.  to 
S.E.*  The  banks  were  so  steep  we  could  not  get  down  them.  The 
other  side  seemed  open,  but  the  banks  very  steep.  Wilson  pro- 
posed making  a  canoe;  but  the  other  man  and  myself  were  so 
feiint  and  tired,  having  nothing  to  eat  but  two  small  birds  each, 
we  were  afraid  to  venture  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  for  fear 
we  should  not  be  able  to  procure  anything  to  subsist  on ;  likewise 
our  shoes  was  gone  and  our  feet  were  very  much  bruised  with  the 
rocks,  so  that  we  asked  Wilson  to  return.     Distance,  16  miles. 

February  1st. — Course,  S.E.  b.  K  '  About  7  miles  walk  we  fell 
in  with  many  meadows,  with  scarce  any  trees  upon  them  for  near 
200  acres  together ;  the  hills  also  very  thin  of  timber  and  very 
light ;  the  ground  good,  except  on  the  tops  of  the  hills,  which  was 
stoney.  We  were  veiy  weak ;  we  could  not  get  anything  to  eat 
but  a  few  small  birds.  We  fell  in  with  two  birds  which  Wilson 
said  he  had  never  seen  before  in  the  country,  and  we  was  fortunate 
enough  to  shoot  the  cock  and  hen  in  one  of  the  meadows.  They 
appear  to  be  something  like  a  cockatoo,  intermixed  with  a  green, 
white,  and  lead  colour,  the  cock  with  a  scarlet  head.  Distance, 
20  miles. 

February  2nd. — Course,  E.N.E.  The  country  still  runs  very 
fine ;  full  of  large  meadows  and  some  thousands  of  acres  of  land 
without  any  timber  upon  it,  except  here  and  there  one  tree,  and 

*  GoUins  (vol.  ii,  p.  00)  states  that  this  river  appeared  to  run  tnm  8.E.  to  N.W. 
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comer,  and  therefore  I  cannot  assert  that  there  is  no  stream,  but      1798 
certainly  there  can  be  none  that  onght  to  be  called  a  river.     From 
this  comer  the  river  runs  S.S.W.,  contracting  its  banks  to  half  its 
former  size,  and  after  a  short  distance  the  water  becomes  fresh. 
The  land  on  both  sides  rises  high  at  a  very  little  distance  from 
the  water,  and  being  a  steep  ascent  and  clothed  with  trees  and  The  banks 
verdure,  has  a  beautiful  and  majestic  appearance,  particularly  on  venJure.^ 
the  larboard  shore. 

After  rowing  about  3  miles  from  the  comer,  deviating  a  point 
or  two  from  S.S.W.,  the  river  turns  sharp  round  to  about  W.  ^  N. 
for  half  a  mile,  preserving  nearly  the  same  width.     The  number 
of  swans  that  we  saw  in  this  excursion  by  far  exceeded  the  flocks  Flocks  of 
in  Port  Dalrymple.     We  brought  fifteen  on  board  with  us.  swans. 

Saturday,  29th. — There  wei-e  some  small  coves  on  the  western 
shore,  which  were  examined  for  fresh  water,  but  without  success. 
At  half-past  6  we  got  under  weigh,  and  having  a  fair  wind,  traced 
the  deep  channel  down  with  tolerable  accuracy  till  we  came  abreast 
of  Mount  Direction  Point,  where  there  did  not  appear  to  be  more 
than  9  or  10  feet  in  any  part.  Mr.  Hayes  marks  one  fathom  here, 
but  seems  to  have  anchored  above  it  in  his  ship.  As  soon  as  the 
anchor  was  dropped  in  Risdon  Cove  we  went  on  shore  to  examine 
the  run,  and  found  that  the  late  rain  had  thrown  so  much  water  watering  at 
in  that  we  should  be  able  to  fill  our  casks  near  the  mouth.  The  ^^^° 
valley  that  it  runs  down  extends  some  distance  to  the  south- 
eastward, and  is  a  very  beautiful  country,  with  a  rich  luxuriant 
soil. 

In  the  afternoon  we  got  all  the  water-casks  on  shore,  and  in 
the  evening  some  good  observations  gave  the  variation  of  the 
azimuth  compass  8^  28'  east,  and  of  the  theodolite  9^  15'  east. 
A  meridional  altitude  of  the  moon,  taken  early  next  morning, 
gave  the  latitude  42°  48'  12'  south. 

Tuesday,  January  1st,  1799. — Having  light  baffling  airs  and  17W 
foul  winds,  we  were  no  lower  down  the  river  on  Tuesday  at  noon 
than  the  mouth  of  Ralph's  Bay,  opposite  to  which  I  observed  the  Ralph's  Bay. 
latitude  to  be  42"  56'  56"  S.  At  night  the  weather  looked  so 
wild  and  unsettled  that  I  was  afraid  to  anchor  on  either  shore 
lest  it  should  become  a  lee  one ;  we  therefore  kept  beating  all 
night,  the  wind  being  in  general  strong  from  the  S.E'ward. 

Wednesday,  2nd. — It  was  still  foul  in  the  morning,  when, 
finding  that  we  might  be  beating  about  for  two  or  three  days, 
and  perhaps  not  get  round  Cape  Pillar  after  all  without  a  fair 
wind,  we  ran  into  the  Storm  Bay  Passage,  and  about  noon 
anchored  in  Port  Pruen,  in  4  fathoms.  It  is  almost  unnecessary  port  Pnien. 
to  say  that  wood  can  be  had  in  every  part  in  great  abundance. 
Eveiy  place  that  we  found  fresh  water  in  has  been  noticed  in 
the  daily  occurrences.     The  longitude  marked  in  the  sketch  is 
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Saturday,  10th. — Coarse,  S.8.W.  Continued  our  journey,  and 
made  Nepean  River  about  9  o'clock,  where  we  found  a  great 
fresh  in  the  river,  which  took  us  best  part  of  the  day  to  get  our 
things  over.  We  left  the  river  4  o'clock,  steered  a  little  ^rther, 
and  stopped  all  night.     Distance,  4  miles. 

Sunday,  11th. — Course,  S.W.  b.  S.  We  steered  the  above 
course  12  miles,  when  we  fell  in  with  the  cattle,  in  a  fine  open 
country,  having  a  pleasant  sight  of  them.  We  counted  170,  but 
was  not  able  to  make  out  how  many  calves.  Wilson  then  altered 
his  course  to  S.  b.  W.,  and  walked  about  a  mile,  and  fell  in  with 
the  Nepean  River  ;  but  finding  so  much  fresh  in  the  river,  it  was 
impossible  for  us  to  get  over  our  things  that  night.  Distance, 
13  miles. 

Monday,  12th. — Course,  S.S.W^.  Hacking  and  Wilson  swam 
over  the  river  with  their  cloathes  on  the. top  of  their  heads  to 
find  the  salt,  and  left  me  to  take  care  of  the  provisions;  walked 
»bout  5  miles,  and  fell  in  with  the  river  again,  and  was  obliged  to 
swim  over  again,  and  then  fell  in  with  the  salt  There  ia  salt 
rock  in  great  abundance,  but  it  is  intire  mixed  with  a  little  sand. 
The  vein  of  salt  is  about  8  foot  thick.  We  were  determined  to 
come  down  the  west  side  of  the  river  again  to  Collins.  In  walk- 
ing about  a  mile  N.W.  we  fell  in  with  another  branch  that  came 
into  the  Nepean,  where  we  found  a  much  larger  vein  of  salt. 
The  vein  was  about  12  feet  deep.  The  rocks  of  this  river  and 
the  branch  above  mentioned  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  per- 
pendicular. We  fell  in  with  throe  more  deep  defts,  which  having 
reason  to  believe  they  run  a  great  way  to  the  westward,  it  was 
about  5  o'clock  when  we  came  back  to  Collins. 

Tuesday,  13th. — Course,  S.W.  We  had  not  walked  above  4 
or  5  miles  before  we  fell  in  with  a  large  creek  that  was  im- 
possible for  any  one  to  get  over  with  a  load  at  their  back.  Wilson 
informed  us  that  there  was  many  more,  so  we  concluded  tliat  it 
was  of  no  use  for  us  to  go  any  farther  to  the  S.W.,  for  we  could 
not  get  much  farther  than  where  Wilson  had  been  before,  so  we 
agreed  to  overall  these  dry  creeks.  W^ilson  and  Hacking  went ; 
they  left  me  to  take  care  of  the  provisions.  WOson  went  up  the 
creek  and  Hacking  down,  and  discovered  a  much  finer  vaine  of 
salt  than  he  had  seen  before.  Wilson  saw  nothing  particular 
but  one  short  rock  kangaroo.  Came  back  to  Collins  and  stopped 
all  night. 

Wednesday,  1 4th. — Course,  E.  Having  plenty  of  provisions,  WU- 
son  concluded  to  go  to  the  eastward  to  see  if  he  could  get  some  skins 
of  birds  and  animals.  Collins  went  with  him  to  keep  him  company. 
Hacking  leaveing  us  to  return  to  Sydney,  Wilson  asked  me  if  I 
was  willing  to  go  to  the  S.W.  part  of  the  country  for  nine  or  ten 
day&  I  tdd  him  I  was  willing  to  go  to  any  part  he  thought 
proper.     Then  we  altered  our  course  and  steered  S.W.     We  had 
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to  me  will  be  best  seen  by  the  sketch.  A  ship  that  was  taken  1799 
with  a  southerly  wind  between  these  capes,  and  unable  to  clear 
either,  need  not  yet  give  herself  up.  If  the  lump  of  land  in  the 
bay,  which  is  probably  an  island,  would  not  afford  shelter,  the  head 
of  the  bay  possibly  might,  and  it  may  perhaps  furnish  a  good 
harbour.* 

The  wind  continued  to  blow  fresh  from  the  N.W.  when  we  passed 
the  high  steep  islandf  that  lays  at  a  small  distance  off  Cape  Pillar,  '^^^^^^ 
and  when  we  attempted  to  haul  up  to  the  northward  along  the 
coast,  the  flurries  of  wind  that  rushed  round  the  island  and  out 
from  between  it  and  the  cape  were  of  such  strength  as  to  make  us 
put  right  before  them  till  our  distance  was  such  that  they  mixed 
with  the  general  breeze  before  they  reached  us.  The  height  of  the 
island  is  nearly  the  same  as  that  of  Cape  Pillar,  and  it  is  equally 
steep  and  basaltic,  so  that  those  who  have  passed  it  at  a  consider- 
able distance  must  have  taken  it  for  the  cape.  There  are  several 
columns  upon  the  south  part  of  it  which  stands  single,  and  others 
that  are  in  clusters.  The  very  eastern  extreme  of  Cape  Pillar  is 
a  low  point  on  which  there  are  clusters  of  columns,  decreasing  in 
number  towards  the  top,  so  as  to  form  a  near  resemblance  to  a 
regular  constructed  tower,  but  this  will  not  be  visible  at  a  greater 
distance  than  3  or  4  miles,  the  top  of  it  not  being  so  high  as  the 
neighbouring  clifi^. 

From  the  extreme  of  Cape  Pillar  a  small  cliffy  island  opened  at 
N.  4**  E.,  and  the  first  point  of  the  coast  at  N.  7'  W.  about  5  miles,  ^f^l  ""^ 
The  point  is  steep  itself,  and  has  some  high  craggy  rocks  laying  off 
it.  At  8  in  the  evening  the  island  off  Cape  Pillar  bore  S.  22°  W. 
about  8  miles,  and  the  small  island  N.  65**  W.  3  miles.  Some 
hummocks  of  land  bore  from  N.  3*^  to  Id"*  W.,  as  near  as  their 
indistinct  appearance  and  the  motion  of  the  sloop  would  allow  me 
to  set  them.  At  12  we  tacked  for  two  hours,  supposing  ourselves 
abreast  of  this  land. 

Friday,  4th. — At  4  in  the  morning,  when  it  became  light,  the  Appearance 
hummocks  appeared  to  form  two  islands  of  moderate  height.    The  ®'  ***®  ^°*®'; 
extremes  bore  N.  28''  and  N.  73"*  W.  about  3  leagues,  and  the 
islaiid  off  Cape  Pillar  S.  15*  W.     More  land  like  islands  was  also 
visible,  bearing  from  N.  4*  to  9°  west. 

We  tacked  and  stood  in  shore  for  the  two  islands,  between  9  and  Maria 
10  o'clock,  on  the  shifting  of  the  wind  to  K  by  W.     It  brought  ^*"^- 
thick  rainy  weather  with  it,  but  cleared  up  in  time  for  us  to 
observe  the  meridional  altitude  of  the  sun,  which  gave  42°  41'  37" 
south ;  the  northern  part  of  the  island  abreast  of  an  indented  head 
like  a  oock's  comb  bearing  N.  74'  W.,  the  south  end  S.  72°  W.  6 

*3tait  ooBdectctreof  FUnden  was  oorreet :  the  opening  between  these  two  capes  is  now 
knomi  M  Port  Aithor. 
i  If^man  Mend,  or  Hie  Pillar. 
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some  Bwampey  meadows  and  two  fine  grass  meadows  with  acaroe  a 
tree  upon  them ;  came  to  for  the  night.     Distanoe,  8  nulea. 

Monday,  19th. — As  soon  as  it  was  daylight  we  counted  our 
biscuits  and  found  we  had  thirty  apiece ;  we  allotted  that  two 
biscuits  should  be  our  day's  allowance ;  we  then  started  on  oar 
journey.  We  had  not  walked  above  4  or  5  miles  S.W.  course 
before  we  fell  in  with  a  large  creek  where  was  many  more.  Here 
altered  our  course  to  &  to  head  the  creeks.  Walked  about  9 
miles,  when  we  fell  in  with  a  fine  run  of  water.  Here  we  saw  a 
great  many  ducks,  but  did  not  like  to  waste  our  powder  and  shot 
iCbout  them.  Wilson  saw  a  large  green,  yellow,  and  black  snake  ; 
he  directly  run  and  caught  it  by  the  head,  which  made  us  an. 
excellent  dinner.  We  saw  an  exceeding  high  hill  about  5  mrLes 
from  us ;  we  concluded  to  go  and  see  how  the  country  seemed  to 
look  towards  the  S.W.  This  hill  bore  S.E.  b.  8.  ftxim  us.  We 
walked  about  a  mile  when  we  came  into  a  most  beautiful!  country, 
being  nothing  but  fine  large  meadows  with  ponds  of  water  in  them  ; 
fine  green  hills,  but  very  thin  of  timber.  We  got  to  the  top  of 
this  hill,  where  we  had  a  most  delightfull  prospect  of  the  country, 
and  in  my  opinion  one  of  the  finest  in  the  known  world.  It  cer- 
tainly must  be  a  pleasure  to  any  man  to  view  so  fine  a  country. 
We  found  by  altering  our  course  as  we  did  that  we  had  misst  iJl 
the  creeks  that  we  met  with  when  we  was  going  our  S.  W.  course. 
We  likewise  saw  to  the  S'd  a  most  beautiful!  country,  more 
particular  to  the  S.E.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  lay  it  down  fine 
enough.  To  the  K  it  is  mountainious,  but  fine  green  hills  to  the 
northward.  We  saw  the  mountains  and  Mount  Wilson,  for  we 
brought  it  to  bear  due  N.  from  u&  We  likewise  saw  to  the  W'd 
and  S.  W.  a  good  level  and  low  country ;  we  perceived  the  river 
that  Wilson  and  Price  was  at  before,  and  all  the  creeks  that  we 
met  with  run  into  the  river.  Being  satisfied  from  our  view  finom 
off  the  hills,  we  gave  it  the  name  of  Mount  Pleasant,  leaving  it  to 
your  Excellency  to  name  it  as  you  think  most  proper.  We  feU 
in  with  the  kangaroos,  but  could  not  get  a  shot  at  them,  so  we 
took  our  lodging  for  that  night     Distance,  !8  miles. 

Tuesday,  20th. — Course,  S.W.  We  had  a  fine  open  meadow 
country  with  fine  green  hills,  but  the  forest  ground  is  not  so  good 
as  I  could  wish  it  to  be,  for  the  soil  is  a  ruddy-yellow  look  and 
brushey.  We  have  not  seen  a  native  since  we  left  Sydney.  We 
saw  numbers  of  kangaroos,  but  never  was  so  fortunate  as  to 
get  a  shot  at  any  of  them.  We  fell  in  with  some  creeks ;  they  all 
seem  to  run  to  Uie  river  that  Wilscm  was  at  before.  Came  to  fw 
the  night     Distance,  22  miles. 

Wednesday,  2!8t — Course,  8.W.  Continued  our  oourae  for 
about  2  or  3  miles,  when  we  came  into  a  scrubby,  barren,  stoney 
country,  but  good  walking.      Wilson  shot  »  wood-duok.      TIm 
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lays  to  the  northward,  and  from  thence  to  run  along  the  west      1799 
side  of  the  latter,  to  examine  the  unexplored  part  of  it      At  5 
o'clock  the  weather  was   something  clearer,   and   discovered  to 
us  a  line  of  bi-eakers  about  2  miles  to  the  northward,  altho'  we 
could  not  find  the  bottom  with  17  fathoms.    In  an  hour  the  water 
became  discoloured,  and  we  struck  soundings  in  3  fathoms,  but 
thinking  it  might  be  only  a  bank,  we  stood  on  to  pass  round  the 
sloping  island  that  lays  in  the  channel.    The  water,  however,  kept  shallow 
gradually  shoaling,  and  more  breakers  appeared  farther  to  the  ^*^'^' 
westward.     The  wind  was  right  aft,  and  the  sun  being  so  nearly 
down  that  we  should  have  but  little  time  to  turn  back,  even  if 
it  could  be  done  at  all,  wo  continued  steering  before  the  light 
easterly  breeze,  hoping  that  there  would  be  water  enough  for  the 
sloop.     When  within  2  miles  of  the  sloping  island,  there  appeared 
to  be  almost  a  continued  line  of  breakers  from  the  north  part  of 
it,  in  a  circular  form,  round  to  those  we  had  first  seen,  and  the 
water  had  now  shoaled  to  9  feet.      Our  situation  at  this  time  ^  critical 
appeared  to  be  somewhat  critical — it  was  within  an  hour  of  being  "* 

dark.     All  prospect  of  advancing  was  lost,  and  the  wind  directly 
opposed  our  retreat,  and  should  it  freshen,  which  was  not  improb- 
able, from  the  unsettled  state  of  the  weather,  there  could  be  but 
little  hopes  of  saving  the  sloop.     In  the  act  of  wearing  round  to  ^  PJ|^i" 
endeavour  to  beat  out,  the  wind  suddenly  died  away,  and  to  our  change  of 
surprise  sprang  up  from  the  opposite  quarter.     We  made  all  sail  ^°^* 
back  to  the  E.S.E.  immediately,  and  at  11  could  get  no  ground 
with  20  fathoms. 

Tuesday,  8th. — At  2  in  the  morning  we  bore  away  for  the 
islands*  which  lay  off  the  Patriarch  Hills,  the  wind  being  fresh 
from  the  S.S.E.,  and  at  G  hove  to  off  a  cove  in  the  noithemmost 
of  the  two  flat  islets,  where  there  was  good  landing.  These  two  ^^^  ^^^ 
islets  and  the  island  have  been  described  in  the  Journal  of  the 
schooner  Francis,  to  which  account  our  present  visit  has  not 
enabled  me  to  add  anything  worth  notice. 

We  steered  our  course  from  thence  for  the  two  islands  called, 
by  Captain  Furneaux,  The  Sisters.    At  noon  the  outer  Sister  bore  The  Siston. 
N.W.  distant  7  miles,  from  which  our  latitude  was  about  39*  43' 
south,  for  the  weather  was  too  hazy  to  get  an  observation.    A  little 
before  this  time  we  had  sounded  and  got  ground  with  12  fathoms 
upon  a  sandy  bottom,  the  beach  of  the  largest  of  Furneaux's 
Islands  being  5  miles  distant.     From  the  Sisters  I  wished  to 
have  steered  a  true  north  course  to  the  latitude  39*",  to  be  fully 
certain  whether  any  land  existed  in  that  situation,  but  the  wind 
being  very  strong  from  the  S.E'ward  we  kept  a  point  to  wind- 
ward.    At  8  o'clock  we  had  run  51  miles  from  noon,  without  seeing  Out  of  tight 
any  land.     The  weather,  however,  was  so  thick  that  it  might  have  ^'  **°*^ 
been  within  10  miles  of  our  track  and  yet  not  visible.     We  then 

*  Named  by  FUndera  '*  Babel  l8!ee." 
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Hundreds  of 
kangaroos. 


Thecoune 
altered. 


1796  We  came  to  a  fine  open  meadow  country ;  but  the  skin  of  the 
pheasant  and  the  strange  bird  was  spoiled,  for  we  had  so  much 
rain  that  it  was  impossible  for  to  haye  saved  them.  Here  we 
had  a  great  deal  of  thunder  and  lightning.  Part  of  the  tail  of 
the  pheasant  was  saved  bj  keeping  it  in  bark  of  tree.  Came  to 
for  the  night.     Distance,  18  miles. 

Wednesday,  28th. — Course,  K  The  above  course  we  had  a 
most  delightfull  country — indeed,  I  am  not  able  to  lay  down  the 
situation  of  it.  We  saw  hundreds  of  kangaroos ;  one  of  them 
was  shot  by  Collins,  which  still  preserves  our  biscuits.  The 
weather  very  dull,  with  frequent  showers  of  rain.  Came  to  for 
the  night.     Distance,  21  miles. 

Thursday,  29th. — Course,  E.  We  soon  came  to  the  top  of  a  fine 
hill,  were  we  found  that  we  had  kept  the  outside  of  the  country, 
for  to  the  E.  and  S.E.  is  a  scrubby,  stoney,  and  rockey  country. 
We  found  in  coming  to  this  hill  that  we  had  crosst  the  head  of 
a  river  that  seems  to  run  to  the  southward.  We  altered  our 
course  N.  to  come  to  the  mountains.  During  our  day's  journey 
we  saw  some  emews  and  many  kangaroos ;  one  of  the  latter  Wilson 
shot.  The  country  still  very  fine  till  we  came  to  the  mountains  ; 
stopped  under  them  for  the  night.     Distance,  19  miles. 

Friday,  30th. — Course,  N.  b.  E.  In  this  course  Wilson  shot  a 
pheasant ;  the  travelling  much  the  same.  As  I  have  before 
mentioned,  in  going  over  the  mountains  the  first  time,  miles  we 
could  not  guess  at. 

Saturday,  31st. — Course,  N.  b.  E.  In  this  day's  journey  we 
were  very  fortunate,  for  we  came  along  the  top  of  hill  all,  the 
day. 

Sunday,  ApriU  1st. — Course,  N.  b.  E.  We  kept  the  above 
course,  in  which  Wilson  shot  another  pheasant.  We  cleared  the 
mountains  and  came  on  the  Cow  Pastures. 

Monday,  2nd. — Saw  the  cattle  about  4  miles  nearer  than  we 
saw  them  the  first  time.  Made  the  Nepean,  and  found  a  great 
fresh  in  it.  Wilson  saw  numbers  of  ducks,  some  of  which  he 
shot,  which  made  us  an  excellent  supper,  having  eat  two  apiece. 
Crossed  the  Nepean,  and  set  off  by  moonlight  on  purpose  to 
Arrive  at      save  the  ducks,  and  made  Prospect  about  4  o'clock  on  Tuesday, 

Prospect.       ^^Q  3j^ 


Arrive  at 
the  Cow- 
paatures. 
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latitude  of  40°  to  the  same  longitude,  yet  it  will  be  allowed  that  a  1790 
fihip  will  be  4"*  nearer  to  Port  Jackson  in  the  latter  situation  than 
in  the  former.  But  there  is,  perhaps,  a  greater  advantage  to  be 
gained  by  making  a  passage  through  the  strait  than  the  mere 
saving  of  4**  of  latitude  along  the  coast.  The  major  part  of  those 
ships  that  have  arrived  at  Port  Jackson  have  met  with  N.E.  winds  Prevailing 
on  opening  the  sea  round  the  South  Cape  and  Cape  Pillar,  and  ^^"  * 
have  been  so  much  retarded  by  them  that  a  fourteen  days'  passage 
from  thence  to  Port  Jackson  is  reckoned  to  be  a  fair  one,  altho' 
the  difference  of  latitude  is  but  10";  and  the  most  prevailing  ones 
at  the  latter  place  are  from  S.E.  to  south  in  summer,  and  from 
W.S.W.  to  south  in  winter.  If  by  going  through  Bass's  Strait 
these  N.E.  winds  can  be  avoided,  which  in  many  instances  will 
most  probably  be  the  case,  there  is  no  doubt  but  a  week  or 
more  will  be  gained  by  it ;  and  the  expence — the  wear  and  tear 
of  a  ship — for  even  one  week  is  an  object  to  most  owners,  more 
especially  if  freighted  with  convicts. 

Bass's  Strait  also  presents  another  advantage.     From  the  N.K  A  second 
and  easterly  winds  having  been  so  often  found  to  prevail  off  the  ***^*"**«*' 
South  Cape  many  suppose  that  a  passage  may  be  made  from  thence 
to  the  westward,  either  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  or  to  India, 
but  the  fear  of  the  great  unknown  bight  between  the  South  Cape 
and  the  S.W.  Cape  of  Lewen's  Land,  laying  in  about  35°  south 
and  113°  east,  has  hitherto  prevented  the  trial  from  being  made. 
Now,  the  strait  takes  away  a  part  of  this  danger  by  presenting  Track  to  the 
a  certain  place  of  retreat  should  a  gale  oppose  itself  to  the  ship  in  ^SL!^' 
the  first  part  of  the  essay;  and  should  the  wind  come  at  S.W. 
she  would  fear  making  a  good  stretch  to  the  W.N.W.,  which 
course,  if  made  good,  is  within  a  few  degrees  of  going  clear  of  all 
There  is,  besides,  King  George  the  3rd  Sound,  discovered  by  Captn. 
Vancouver,  situate  in  the  latitude  of  35°  3'  south  and  longitude 
118°  12'  east ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  few  years  will  disclose 
to  us  many  others  on  the  coast,  as  well  as  the  verification  or  futility 
of  the  conjecture  that  a  still  larger  than  Bass's  Strait  dismembers 
New  Holland. 

To  those  who  shall  first  pass  through  Bass's  Strait  it  may  be  Thettmit 
necessary  to  observe  that  the  central  and  western  parts  of  the  SJlJijiy 
strait  are  still  unexplored,  and  that  it  is  probable  several  islands  explored, 
yet  unseen  lay  there,  for  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  none  exist  in 
all  situations  where  none  are  marked ;  it  is  sufficient  that  none 
exist  near  the  tracks,  and  that  those  which  are  laid  down  shall  be 
found  in  the  places  they  are  marked  on.     Therefore,  after  seeing 
Albatross  or  Three  Hummock  Island — one  or  both  of  which  every 
captain  of  a  ship  would,  of  course,  make,  unless  with  strong  northerly 
winds — it  would  be  imprudent  to  run  in  the  night  to  the  eastward 
of  Fomeanx's  Islands 
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Amongst  the  collection  of  papers  known  as  the  "  Braboume  Hunter 
Papers,"  originally  in  the  possession  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  jamais  to 
a  letter  occurs  from  ex-Govemor  Hunter  to  Sir  Joseph 
Banks,  under  date  29th  July,  1801,  forwarding  the  journals 
kept  by  a  young  man  who  on  two  occasions  had  been  sent 
(with  others)  to  explore  the  country  west  of  the  mountain 
range.     The  following  is  the  text  of  Hunter's  letter : — 

No.  17,  Nottingham-place, 

Dear  Sir,  29th  July,  1801. 

I  Lave  searched  for  and  found  the  account  of  the  journeys  journals 
which  were  made  into  the  interior  of  New  South  Wales  by  my  ]a,5Jter'8 
direction,  and  I  have  considered  it  better  for  euabling  you  to  form  order, 
your  own  judgment  to  send  you  the  journals  which  I  had  directed 
might  be  kept  and  marked  daily  in  the  language  of  those  who 
kept  them.     I  wish  I  had  been  fortunate  enough  to  have  had 
officers  in  the  colony  who  would  have  volunteered  such  excursion, 
but  sorry  I  am  to  say  that  too  many  of  them  were  employed  in  a 
way  less  to  the  advantage  of  the  public  service.     Old  as  I  am,  I 
was  then  both  able  and  willing  to  make  such  journey,  but  I  was 
too  much  annoyed  with  various  matters  of  less  real  importance 
than  such  journeys,  and  the  information  they  might  have  aflforded 
were ;  yet,  had  I  continued  for  a  year  or  two  longer,  I  was  deter-  Exploration 
mined  to  have  attempted  it  at  all  risque.'  Hmftcr. 

You  will  discover  that  the  course  or  du'ection  by  compas  is 
marked  on  the  beginning  of  each  day,  and  the  miles  travelled 
during  the  day  at  the  end.  Altho'  we  may  suppose  both  to  be  a 
little  incorrect,*  we  are,  notwithstanding,  able  to  discover  that  they 
have  been  more  than  100  miles  to  the  S.W.  or  S.W.  b.  W.,  even 
if  we  deduct  ^  from  the  distance. 

Yours  faithfully,  <kc.. 

Sir  J.  Banks,  K.B.  Jno.  Hunter. 

*  Hontar  wm  right  In  this  conjecture ;  it  if  almost  impoflsible  on  any  other  soppoeition  to 
follow  theb  movements. 
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note. 
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hearkened  to  their  advice  ;  we  altered  our  course  according  to  17P8 
their  directions.  One  of  them  promised  that  he  would  take  us  to 
a  party  of  natives  which  had  been  there ;  but  he  not  coming  accord- 
ing to  his  promise,  we  proceeded  on  our  journey  as  he  had  directed 
us.  In  the  course  of  this  day  we  found  a  great  deal  of  salt. 
Distance,  6  miles. 

January  26th. — Course,  W.S.W.     The  ground  run  very  rockey  Rough 
and  brushey,  so  that  we  could  scarce  pass.     We  crossed  one  small  ^"*^^'.^'- 
river,  the  banks  of  which  were  so  rockey  and  steep  that  we  could 
scarce  pass  it.     We  saw  no  signs  of  any  natives  about  it,  but  we 
«aw  several  sorts  of  dung  of  dilierent  animals,  one  of  which  Wilson 
called  a  whom-batt,  which  is  an  animal  about  20  inches  high,  with 
short  legs  and  a  thick  body  forwards,  with  a  large  head,  round  ears, 
and  very  small  eyes ;  is  very  fat,  and  has  much  the  appearance 
of  a  badger.      There  is  another  animal  which  the  natives  call  a  Animals 
cullawine,  which  much  resembles  the  stoths  in  America.     Her©  I  ^^  ^*"*** 
shot  a  bird  about  the  size  of  a  pheasant,  but  the  tail  of  it  very 
much  resembles  a  peacock,  with  two  large  long  feathers,  which 
are  white,  orange,  and  lead  colour,  and  black  at  the  ends ;  its 
body  betwixt  a  brown  and  green;  brown  under  his  neck  and 
black  upon  his  head  ;  black  legs  and  very  long  claws.      Distance, 
16  miles. 

January  27th. — Course,  W.S.W.     The  ground  still  runs  very 
rockey  and  scrubby  for  about  6  miles,  then  we  came  to  a  fine  open 
country,  but  very  mountanious  ;  we  crosst  one  small  river,  where 
we  saw  plenty  of  coal  and  limestone,  and  the  banks  of  the  liver  CooiMd 
on  the  other  side  runs  very  steep,  and  a  very  high  mountain,  and  ^"°^<'»*- 
within  about  2  miles  of  the  top  runs  very  scrubby,  intermixed 
with  many  vines,  and  particularly  at  the  very  top ;  and  on  the 
other  side  we  saw  a  very  fine  meadow  flat  country,  with  many  Fine 
kangaroos  and  emews.     The  timber  runs  very  thick  and  short,  and  ^'^tn% 
scarce  ten  trees  on  an  acre.     Distance,  1 6  miles. 

January  28th. — Course,  W.S.W.    The  land  runs  much  the  same, 
the  timber  thin,  with  a  good  many  stringey-bark  trees;  and  a  little 
further    we  saw  a  number  of  meadows  and  100  acres  of  land 
without  a  tree  upon  it.    Here  we  saw  a  party  of  natives.    Wilson  Natives. 
ran  and  caught  one  of  them,  a  girl,  thinking  to  learn  something 
from  them,  but  her  language  was  so  different  from  that  one  which 
we  had  with  us  that  we  could  not  understand  her.     We  kept  her 
all  night,  but  she  cried  and  fretted  so  much  that  the  next  morning 
vre  gave  her  a  tomahawk  and  sent  her  to  the  rest  of  the  natives, 
which  were  covered  with  large  skins,  which  reached  down  to  their 
heels.     Here  we  came  to  the  top  of  a  fine  hill  in  the  middle  of 
the  day,  and  took  a  view  of  the  country.     We  saw  nothing  very  Appearance 
promising.     The  land  seemed  open ;  few  trees.     We  saw  to  the  Country. 
southward  a  few  high  mountains,  but  good  land  towards  them. 
To  the  westward  we  saw  a  brook  down  the  country,  which  we 
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*      105, 166,  2n,  807. 

appointment  of,  182. 

daties  of,  186,  409. 

efflcienoy  of,  216,  605, 606  and  note,  085. 
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Hunter'a  estabUshment  of,  approved  by  Port- 
land, 480,  001. 

annual  election  of  comtablM,  51S  and  note. 

oenvnred  by  Hunter,  685  and  note. 

Com,  Indian 
calUvation  of,  80,  40, 6& 
grown  by  Macarthur,  68. 
at  Norfolk  laland,  148, 140, 151,  284. 
seed  to  be  returned  by  eettlers,  186. 
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area  under  oulthnation,  462. 
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failure  of  croiw,  665, 067. 
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See  also  "  Agriculture  "  and  "  Crops." 
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culture  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  706,  706. 
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at  Norfolk  Island,  6  and  note,  12  and  note, 
IS,  14,  16,  85,  61,  74,  404. 

Criminal  Court  at  Sydney,  18,  63, 183. 

Civil  Court  to  assemble,  62. 
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warrant  for  assembling,  190^  200,  201. 
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and  road  making,  188, 188. 192,  237, 290,  412. 
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350.  403,  666,  679. 
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expirees,  off  the  stores,  296,  236,  Sn. 
departure  of  expirees  In  American  sUps,  2S7. 
expirees  as  navy  recruits,  227. 
attempted  seixure  of  the  Britannia  by,  235, 257. 

treatment  of,  on  tiansports,  235,  238,  284,  4S2, 
491. 

treatment  of,  on  the  Britannia,  240  ti  »eq.,  492, 
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by  the  Barwell,  292,  298,  801, 386. 
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happier  than  European  poor,  486. 
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expirees  not  desirable  recmlta,  040. 

inadequate  clothing  of,  065,  700. 
*"  from  Bengal,  096. 
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some  very  large  lakes  of  water  some  3  miles  long,  but  saw  no      1706 
birds  of  any  kind  about  them.     This  day  we  had  a  view  from  a  y^ew  from  * 
high  hill,  which  made  us  better  judges  of  the  country,  which  was  *»i*»  *»*u. 
rockey  and  scrubby ;  'twas  clear  and  open  land  from  S.  to  S.W. 
The  land  appeared  high  and  good,  and  to  the  S.W.  we  saw  two 
large  ridges  of  mountains,  with  two  heads  with  the  appearance  of 
ihe  entrance  of  a  river  between  them,  which  we  supposed  to  be 
the  seacoast.      Here  we  found  that  the  country  which  appeared 
low  and  dark  was  that  which  is  rockey  and  scrubby,  and  that  which 
appeared  light  and  hilly  is  the  most  easy  to  travel  in,  being  the 
forest.     We  saw  to  the  northward  and  westward  many  hills  of 
those  which  appeared  rockey,  but  to  all  appearance  more  open 
to  the  northward.    In  the  latter  part  of  the  day,  after  we  had  got 
over  the  first  ridge  of  mountains,  we  fell  in  with  a  vast  number 
c^  kangaroos.     Here  we  were  fortunate  again,  for  Wilson  killed  Kangaroos. 
one  of  them,  which  was  a  great  refreshment  to  us.     The  next 
morning,  about  sunrise,  I  myself  heard  two  guns  fire,  which 
sounded  to  the  S.K     I  was  not  certain  that  it  was  a  gun  untill 
Wilson  said,  "Do  you  hear  that  gun  fire  ?"     I  said  I  did.     I  then 
took  up  my  gun  and  fired  again,  but  we  could  get  no  answer, 
altho'  we  fired  five  difierent  times.    We  here  come  to  a  resolution 
of  returning,  for  Wilson  here  came  to  a  part  of  the  country  which  Tho  return. 
he  knew,  and  a  very  barren  one,  for  we  could  not  get  anything  to 
eat  but  a  few  roots  and  grubbs,  and  they  very  scarce.     Indeed,  I 
thought  that  we  must  all  have  perished  with  hunger,  which  cer- 
tainly would  have  been  the  case  had  it  not  been  for  the  indefat- 
igable zeal  of  Wilson  to  supply  us  with  as  much  as  would  support 
life ;  for  we  travelled  six  days  successively  over  hills  and  vallies 
full  of  rocks,  and  no  appearance  of  any  animals  or  birds  of  any 
size,  so  that  we  had  no  hopes  of  ever  reaching  back  again,  being 
so  weak  that  Roe  and  myself  were  scarce  able  to  travel ;  but  on  scarcely 
the  sixth  day  we  got  through  the  rocks,  and  made  the  forest  land  ^^^^ 
about  10  miles  from  Prospect,  which  very  much  enlivened  our 
spirits,  for  we  were  all  but  starved,  and  were  obliged  to  cut  up  all 
our  cloathing  to  cover  our  feet,  which  was  cut  with  the  rocks. 
Enlivened  as  we  were  at  getting  good  ground  to  travel  on,  and 
being  cheered  up  by  Wilson,  who  said  we  should  soon  make  Pros-  ^'jj^ 
pect,  we  then  proceeded  on  our  journey  with  all  the  spirit  and    **"'***^ 
strength  we  were  master  of,  and  to  our  great  joy  we  reached  the 
desir^  place  a  little  before  sundown.     Distance,  16  miles. 


JOURNAL  OF  A  SECOND  JOURNEY. 
Friday,  March  9th,  1798.--Cour8e,  S.S.W.    Left  Prospect  Hill  Depart  from 
and  took  the  above  course.     Nothing  particular  transpired  this    ^^^^^^ 
day.     We  traveled  till  dark,  and  stopped  all  night  on  the  road. 
Dwtanoe,  16  miles. 
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Dorr,  Ebeneier 

captain  of  the  Otter,  47. 

Double  Iiland 
voyage  of  the  Korfolk,  778. 

Draper,  Joseph 
iientence  of  court  martial  on,  28  and  note, 
sentence  on,  remitted,  83. 

Dromedary,  Mouit 
Bass'e  wbaleboat  voj-age,  318. 
voyage  of  the  Norfolk,  709. 

Drought 
prolonged,  408,  606,  665,  717. 

Dnunmond,  John 
beach  master  at  Norfolk  Island,  86,  S86. 

Duck  Biver 
road  from  Sydney  to,  188. 

Dnncan,  Jamei 
charges  made  to,  respecting  Ensign  Brock,  14a 
agent  for  the  Minerva,  629. 

DnndaSyBohert 
Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland,  111  and  note, 
on  transportaUon,  112  et  teg, 

Dundai,  Henry 
and  importation  of  spirits  from  India,  726,  728. 
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from  the  Duke  of  Portland,  517,  725. 

from  East  India  Company,  728. 
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schooner  built  at,  8. 

wreck  of  the  Endeavour  at,  8,  312  (note),  344. 

Eaddy,  William 
of  New  South  Wales  Corps  e.  Boston,  8S. 

Edge,  Fane 

provost  marshal  at  Norfolk  Island,  86. 
petition  of,  for  increased  allowance,  620. 
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at  Norfolk  Island  and  Sydney,  1, 2  (note). 

Eliia,  The 
longboat  sent  to  the  rescue  of  the  Sydney  Cove, 
278  (notcX  768  and  note. 

Ellii,  Sergeant 
and  the  Marquis  Cornwallis  mutiny,  110. 

Emancipifti 
as  soldiers,  104,  640. 

Endeavour,  The 
wreck  of,  at  Dusky  Bay,  8,  812  (noteX  844. 
live  stock  by,  51,  52  and  note,  282. 
grain  by,  01,  232. 

FaithAiU,  William 
of  New  South  Wales  Onrps,  defendant  e.  Boston, 
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note. 
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and  the  Barwell  mutiny  inquiry,  454. 
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claimed  by  Judge  Advocate  Dors,  540, 568  et  »eq. 
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settlers  at,  to  provide  material  lor  road  mnklng^ 
188. 

grievances  of  settlers  at,  867  et  seg.,  S7S. 

FUh 
the  supply  of,  238,  234,  tfO. 

Fitipatriok,  Snrgeon 

suggestions  of,  for  amelioFating  condition  ot 
convicts  on  transports,  161, 162, 163. 

Flax 
mode  of  manufacturo  of,  153. 
cultivation  <rf,  to  be  encouraged,  875,  498. 

Flinden,  Matthew 
lieutenant  on  the  Relianoe,  885. 
a  countryman  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  888. 
the  Barwell  mutiny  inquiry,  464. 
the  Isaac  Nichols  trial,  584.  628  et  a$q, 
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788  and  note. 

vo>-age  of,  in  the  Norfolk,  704,  760  et  9eq. 
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at  the  Hawkesbuiy,  668. 
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supply  qft  36. 

See  also  "Bations.'* 

FortHniliam 
recruits  for  Indian  Anny  to  be  landed  at,  3^ 

FoTeanz,  Joeeph 
appointed  Judge  of  Vice-Admiralty  Conxi,  447. 

448. 

opinions  of,  conoerning  the  Hunter-Dore  dis- 
pute, 575. 

Franklin,  Thomas 
corporal  in  detachment  of  New  Sooth  Wales 

Corps  on  the  Britannia,  257. 
deposition  of,  re  treatment  of  convicts,  868. 

Francis,  The 
colonial  schooner,  75, 348. 

decayed  state  of,  180. 

sent  to  the  rescue  of  the  Sydney  Cove,  278,  300, 
760. 
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a  fine  open  country  for  7  or  8  miles.  We  saw  the  dung  and  marks  1793 
of  the  cattle's  feet  all  the  way  till  we  came  to  a  rockey  creek,  then 
we  had  a  nasty,  scrubby,  stoney  country  for  the  remainder  of  that 
day.  We  crosst  three  deep  rallies,  with  large  ponds  of  water  in 
each  of  the  vallies.  We  also  crosst  one  deep  gully  ;  we  then  came 
to  for  the  night.     Distance,  13  miles. 

Thursday,  15th. — Course,  S.W.    We  continued  our  course  with 
very  bad  travelling,  for  the  mountains  was  so  steep  we  could  steep 
scarcely  pass.     We  crosst  three  deep  gullies  and  one  run  of  water,  "*<'""***"«'• 
where  we  stopped  all  that  night.     Distance,  12  miles. 

Friday,  16th. — Course,  S.W.  Kept  the  same  course,  the  travel- 
ling much  the  same  as  yesterday ;  of  the  two  this  day's  is  the 
worse.  In  the  course  of  our  journey  Wilson  saw  some  salt 
Distance,  10  miles. 

Saturday,  1 7th. — Course,  S.W.  Still  the  same  course.  We  saw 
an  exceeding  high  mountain.  We  agreed  to  go  to  it,  for  Wilson 
told  me  that  it  was  the  highest  mountain  in  all  the  country.  In 
going  to  it  we  crossed  a  small  river  running  through  the  moun-  Crosg  a 
tains,  bearing  N.N.W.  to  S.S.E.  The  day  being  so  far  advanced,  "^^  "'"' 
we  could  not  get  up  and  down  while  daylight,  so  we  stopped  under 
the  hill  till  morning.  The  ground  is  covered  with  limestone  and 
a  kind  of  a  marble  stone.  We  gathered  some  of  them,  which  we 
put  in  our  bags.     Distance,  7  miles. 

Sunday,  18th. — We  got  at  the  top  of  this  high  mountain,  which 
I  believe  to  be  the  largest  hill  in  the  country.     Here  we  had  an 
excellent  view  of  the  whole  mountain.     We  took  a  view  to  the  vi«^w  from  a 
N.  and  N.W.,  which  is  nothing  but  exceeding  high  mountains  on  SJ""*^ 
a  rise  one  above  another,  so  that  the  clouds  is  lost.     We  likewise 
saw  a  river  bearing  N.N.K  and  S.S.W.     Wilson  told  me  that 
this  river  runs  into  Tenche's  or  Nepean  River,  for  he  was  well 
acquainted  with  it.     We  saw  that  the  river  that  we  had  crosst 
before  came  into  it,  and  discovered  a  brook  which  runs  tlirough 
the  mountains.     I  supposed  it  to  be  a  river,  so  I  asked  Wilson 
if  it  was  a  river  or  not ;  he  told  me  that  he  was  certain  that 
it  is   the  river  that  runs -clean  through  the  mountains  to  the 
Hawkesbury.     The  land  to  the  N.E.  looks  to  be  a  level  country.  Appearance 
for  we  could  hardly  discover  Mount  Hunter  or  any  other  bill  TOuntry. 
towards  home,  but  to  the  E.  we  saw  a  scrubby  rockey  country  full 
of  deep  gullies ;  to  the  S.K  much  the  same.     We  saw  a  large  gap 
about  S.S.E. ;  we  supposed  that  there  was  a  river  which  runs  into 
the  sea,  but  to  the  S.  the  country  is  very  mountainious,  but  fine 
green  hills ;  some  of  them  are  brushey  and  full  of  vines,  with  good 
black  soil.     We  likewise  saw  to  the  W.  and  S.W.  that  the  country 
seems  to  be  level  and  a  good  one ;  then  we  came  off  the  hill  to 
refresh  ourselves  and  to  proceed  on  our  journey.     It  was  about  2 
in  the  day  when  we  left  this  hill ;  we  named  it  Mount  Wilson,  ^onnt 
After  our  refreshment  we  steered  our  course  S.W.,  and  crossed 
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free  settler,  858. 
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witnesB  in  Marquis  OornvraUif  inqtiir)'»  10& 


Harreet 


See  *' Affiicoltan." 
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misiionary,  714. 

Haven,  Sergeaat 
pa\-niiister  in  NewSonth  Wales  Corpa,  2S& 
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natives  of,  attack  sstUen.  26  and  note,  BB. 
muster  at,  32, 186, 100,  217,  291,  S63,  4ia 
maintenaooe  of  peaoe  at,  45,  62. 
receivers  from  store  at,  to  marter,  50l 
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the  medical  staff  at,  451. 
meat  supply  for,  488. 
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named  by  Flinders,  760  (note) 

Hayes,  Sir  Henry  Browne 
atxluction  of  Hiss  Pike  by,  281, 282, 283  and  note. 

Hebbot,  Captain 
a  free  settler,  333. 

Henry,  Her.  WiUiam 
missionaiy  at  Parramatta,  711. 
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and  the  derign  and  construction  of  the  Porpoise, 
719. 
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12  and  note,  IS,  14, 15,  74. 
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rations  Issued  b}-,  to  soldiers  on  the  Maiqais 
Comwallis,  88. 

as  a  farmer,  44. 

proposal  of,  re  live  stook,  299. 

favourable  report  on,  by  Transfiort  Boaid,  800. 

letter  from — 

to  the  Duke  of  Poitland,  299  and  note. 

HoltyQenaEal 

leader  of  County  Wlcklow  rebels,  475,  476  and 
note. 

Hoepital 
medical  necessaries  for,  at  Sydncgr,  286. 

Howe,  Cape 

passed  by  Bass  in  the  whaleboat,  319 
passed  by  Flinders  in  the  Norfolk,  771. 

Hnghea,  Sergeant 
mutineer  en  the  Lady  Shore,  414. 

Hnnty  Snaannah 

school-mistress  at  Norfolk  Isluid,  1,  2  (note). 

Hnnter,  John  (Goremor) 
on  the  proposed  reciultlng  scheme  for  T»«t*vi 
army,  2,  3  and  note,  227  and  note,  fUi,  301 
and  note. 

oonoemed  at  state  of  King's  health,  5  and  note, 
35,  42,  76, 179,  S07. 

his  confidence  in  Captain  Macarthur,  27. 

alleged  charge  against  Macarthur,  29. 

appoints  Atkins  to  soocsed  Maoaithur,  tft. 

appoints  Smyth  Provost- MJarshal,  eiioe  Bvcwer, 
87, 88  and  notes. 

his  diiintenBted  aetioos,  41, 181, 184,  816^  SOS, 
401,652. 

difflculties  of,  41, 167  ft  9eq.^  178,  SOO,  210,  216, 

216,  232,  347,  348,  547,  551, 660,  661,  674,  747. 
on  Macarthur's  resifcuAtion,  41,  42. 

on  the  conduct  of  the  military  at  Sydney,  15, 17, 
18  et  Beq.t  42,  64  and  note,  886  and  note. 

his  measures  for  maintenance  of  peace,  46,  46. 

renuurks  of,  on  demeanour  of  Scoloh  maityxs, 
46,47. 

ohart  prepared  by,  71,  72  and  note,  347. 

on  the  expenses  of  the  colony,  82, 91,96, 137, 210, 
282, 234,288, 994,296, 348, 340, 886,809, 476,512, 
637,  668,  660,  686,  687,  784,  735,  736,  737,  738. 

on  dvil  court  procedure,  87, 88, 89. 

expenditure  of,  condemned  by  Duke  of  Port- 
land, 91,  636,  637,  736. 

conduct  of,  re  expirees,  approved,  96L 

on  the  Marquis  OnmwsUis  mutiny,  102. 

and  the  Maoarthur-Atkins  embroglio,  110  et  9eq.» 
120  et  aeq,,  172  et  »eq, 

chacgsd  by  Maearthnr  irith  wlsduiinirtieaop, 
188, 298, 401  and  note,  418  el  mq„  sm. 
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ground  is  still  barren  and  scrubby  during  our  day's  journey.     Dis-      17N 
tance,  20  miles. 

Thursday,  22nd. — Course,  S.W.,  the  same  course  as  yesterday. 
Met  with  many  creeks ;  seemed  to  run  from  the  S.E.  down  towards 
the  Wd.  Wilson  shot  a  pheasant  in  one  of  the  creeks.  Here  we 
had  some  rain.  Saw  some  high  hills.  We  agreed  to  go  to  the  top 
of  the  highest  we  could  see,  for  we  were  resolved  to  get  farther  to 
the  S.W.  if  it  was  possible.  We  concluded  to  bring  to  for  the 
night.     Distance,  11  miles. 

Friday,  23rd. — Course,  S.W.  Came  to  the  top  of  a  high  hill  on  a  highhiii. 
purpose  to  see  how  the  country  looked  towards  the  S.W.,  and 
found  it  to  be  a  stoney,  barren  country.  Saw  some  mountains 
about  1 1  miles  from  us.  We  came  to  them  and  got  up  one  of  them, 
to  satisfie  ourselves  with  a  view  to  get  further  into  the  country, 
if  a  good  one.  We  found  to  the  S.W.  that  it  was  a  scrubby,  hilly 
country,  and  nothing  to  be  got,  so  we  concluded  to  return  back, 
for  fear  that  we  should  not  have  biscuits  enough  to  bring  us  back, 
for  if  we  could  have  got  anything  to  eat  we  should  not  have 
returned  towards  home  yet  awhile,  having  had  no  signs  of  a 
kangaroo  for  three  days,  and  we  really  believe  that  there  never 
was  a  native  ill  this  part  of  the  country.  We  saw  from  the 
mountain  a  river  that  seemed  to  run  away  to  the  W'd ;  steered  a  river, 
our  course  N.  to  get  to  it.  We  found  it  to  be  about  the  size  of 
the  Nepean  Biver,  with  a  great  run  of  water.  Found  that  all  the 
creeks  that  we  met  with  before  comes  into  it.  To  the  southward 
it  runs  to  an  open  country  at  a  great  distance.  The  tops  of  the 
hills  looks  to  be  very  thin  of  timber.  Here  we  had  much  rain. 
Came  to  for  the  night.     Distance,  14  miles. 

Saturday,  24th. — Course,  N.E.    We  did  not  see  any  better  way  The  return. 
back.     Wilson  shot  a  rock  kangaroo,  so  we  saved  a  day's  allowance 
of  biscuits.     Very  dull  and  rainey  weather.     Stopped  all  night. 
Distance,  16  miles. 

Sunday,  25th. — Course,  N.E.    Continued  the  same  course.    The 
ground  as  before.     The  timber  is  of  a  white  gum  and  a  short  The  timber, 
stringeybark.     Still  keeps  raining.     Went  to  rest  for  the  night. 
Distance,  14  miles. 

Monday,  26th. — Course,  N.E.  Weather  very  bad  ;  we  walked 
as  fast  as  we  could  to  get  into  a  better  country.  During  this 
day's  journey  Wilson  shot  a  strange  bird.  Long  while  before  we 
could  find  a  place  to  sleep  in  this  night.     Distance,  24  miles. 

Tuesday,  27th. — Course,  N.E.     We  had  proceeded  on  for  about 
1  mile  when  we  fell  in  with  a  fine  open  country.     Wilson  had  A  fine  open 
the  good  fortune  to  shoot  a  kangaroo  ;  by  that  means  saved  our  ^^^^'y- 
biscuits,  for  we  made  a  good  dinner  oflF  him.     We  steered  our 
course  E.S.K,  to  see  how  that  part  of  the  country  would  turn  out. 
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laftruetioiii 

to  Hunter,  rt  public  expemes,  512. 
dtsregmrded  by  Hunter,  087. 

Irving,  J. 
MSistuit  Bunreon,  97,  235, 451. 

Iron 
supply  of  required,  170,  290. 

JamiMon,  John 
■uperintendeiit  at  Norfolk  laknd,  23  (noteX 

Juniion,Thoautf,  AitittaBt  Snzgwm 
to  have  land  ffrant  at  Notfolk  Uand,  S. 
his  prievances,  22, 23  and  notes,  24,  88,  48. 
conduct  of,  approved  by  Kloic,  83. 
superseded  by  Assistant  Surigeon  Consldine,  S3. 

requests  Philip  to  represent  his  esse  to  Prin* 
cipai  Seeretsj)'  of  State,  58. 

at  Sydney,  882. 

JervisBay 
visited  by  Bass  in  the  whaleboat,  315,  303. 

JeweMMiy  John 

an  outlawed  oonvict,  207. 

Johnson,  The  Sev.  Xlohard 
money  remitted  to,  by  Gospel  Society,  2. 
position  of,  in  Kew  South  Wales,  00. 
appointed  magistrate,  137. 

on  progress  of  education  in  New  South  Wales, 
184. 

and  expenses    incurred  by,  for  erection  of 
church,  192. 

and  the  Britannia  Inqoliy,  240. 

application  of,  for  leave  of  absence,  416. 

opposition  to  ministrations  of,  433,  434. 

churoh  built  by,  idlfully  burnt,  405  and  note, 
506. 

and  Judge  Advocate  Dors,  570. 

and  the  Isaac  Nichols  trial,  GOO,  017, 019,  027. 

illness  of,  712. 

difficulties  encountered  by,  715. 

and  the  missionaries,  732. 

letters  from— 

to  Gospel  Society,  184. 

to  Portland,  410. 

to  Hunter,  432,  019. 
letters  to^ 

from  Rev.  J.  Newton,  00. 

Johnion,iniliaBi 
evidence  of,  at  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nichols,  598, 697 
the  public  executioner,  608. 

Johnfton,  Georsre 
to  relieire  King  at  Norfolk  Island,  5  and  note, 
appointed  aide-decamp,  187, 177, 050  and  note. 
Hunter's  commendation  of,  170,  490. 

son  of,  recommended  by  Hunter  for  enslgncy  in 
New  South  Wales  Corps,  177, 401, 092. 

passports  issued  by,  109l 

and  Judge  Advocate  Dore,  675. 

gives  Isaac  Nldwli  a  good  ohanetor,  000,  fKS. 


Jonm,  Thomao 

Rev.  a.  Clode  murd«c«d  bj*,  708,  711. 

Jonaton,  John 
boatswain  of  the  Britannia,  251. 
depodtion  of,  re  treatment  of  convicts,  25L 

KablOyfltary 

and  the  Isaac  Nichols  trial,  585,  587,  502, 021. 
gaoler,  at  Sydney,  591. 

XoUow,  William 
private  in  New  South  Wales  Corps,  104. 
witness  in  Marquis  Oomwallis  inquliy,  104. 


Kont'f  OroBp 
passed  by  Flinders,  772. 

Kent,  Lientenant  WUliam 

oonunander  of  the  Supply,  230,  270,  090. 

on  the  unseaworthy  state  ol  the  Suppb',  2^  ^^ 
and  note. 

and  the  wreck  of  the  Sydney  Oo^^e,  30O. 

member  of  Vice- Admiralty  Court,  454. 

and  Judge- Advocate  Dore,  502,  570. 

member  of  court  for  trial  of  Isaac  Nidiols,  SSf , 
020,  033, 034,  085. 

transferred  from  the  Supply  to  the  Buffalo,  000, 
703. 

letter  from — 
to  Nepean,  286, 306. 

King,  P.  6.  (Identenant-Oorenior) 

on  education  at  Norfolk  Island,  1. 

ill-health  of,  5,  and  note,  25,  85,  42,  70, 179, 10S> 
207,  223,  292, 050. 

comments  of,  on  Norfolk  Island,  7, 142  H  teq, 

supports  establishment  of  a  dvil  court  at  Nor- 
folk Island,  15. 

forwards   Assistani-Surfeon  Jamicaoii's  state- 
ment, 22. 

abdication  of,  for  sick  leave,  9Sw 

passage  of,  to  England,  on  the  Britannia,  76, 

200. 
arrival  of,  in  England,  20O,  208,  22L 
native  plants  sent  to  Banks  by,  214. 
recapitulates  his  services,  221,  222. 
Phillip's  approval  of,  221, 222. 
Dundas's  commendation  of,  922. 
propel^  of,  228, 406. 
elaiins  of,  to  promotion,  228. 

contemplates  resigning    Lieutenant'Govecnor- 
ship,  301 

dormant  commission  of,  351,  353,  3SL 

mentioned  as  Hunter's  successor,  884, 038. 

Rev.  S.  Marsden's  ofdnion  of,  487  and  nota. 

on  the  sea^poing  qualities  of  the  Poipoiseb  544, 

545,540. 
intending   passenger  by  the  Walker,  635  and 

note,  080. 

sentiments  of,  respecting  Paterson,  047  and  note. 

allowance  to,  057. 

presented  by  PhUip  with  live  stock,  078. 

expenses  of,  incurred  by  detentioii  ol  Porpoise, 
079,  705,  722,  748. 


INDEX. 


Abbott 
Captain  in  the  N.S.W.  Corps,  56 
projected  departure  of,  for  England,  86. 
bearer  of  despatches,  130. 
directed  to  embark  on  the  Lux  St.  Ann,  652. 
arrives  at  Sydney  in  the  Walker,  741. 

▲bercromby,  £obt. 
proposes  to  recruit  Indian  army  xvith  expirees,  8. 

▲bonkirBAy 
Nelson's  victory  at,  630. 

Admiralty 

See  •♦  Nepean,  E\-aii,"  Secretary. 

Agriculture 

bountiful  harvests,  80,  38,  75, 134, 177, 196,  486. 
convicts  allowed  to  officers  for,  40,  88,  84,  85, 

295,  884,  385,  388,  448,  490,  784. 
chart  showing,  71,  72,  and  note, 
returns  respecting,  81, 99, 284, 287, 341, 462,  HO. 
comments  of  IbMsarthur  on,  182. 
at  Norfolk  Island,  147, 148, 155. 
implements  of,  192,  844,  879,  880,  400. 
progress  of,  200,  283,  296. 
conducted  by  Government,  211,  206. 
difficulties  attendhig,  218,  282,  289,  206. 
return  respecting,  to  be  furnished,  417. 
affected  by  prolonged  drouglit,  498»  500,  665, 

717. 
■caivtty  of  labour  for,  296, 666. 
feitUc  ioU,  729,  780. 

Aid0-d6-caiiip 

appointment  of,  137, 177,  650  and  note. 

AitOB,  J.  W, 
letter  to,  from  George  Suttor,  507  and  note. 

AlbatroM  Iriand 
named  by  Flinders,  797  and  note. 

Albion,  The 
arrival  of,  with  stores,  664  (note),  700. 
passs^e  of,  qoiekest  on  reooid,  600aDd  note,  717. 


Alt,  Augustas 
Sun'eyor-General,  188. 
and  the  Barwell  mutiny  inquiry,  454. 
and  Judge- Advocate  Dore,  575. 

Ammunition  and  Ordnance 

supply  of,  for  the  colony,  656,  057,  735. 

Armstrong,  Alexander 
and  the  wreck  of  the  Sydney  Cove,  278  (note), 
909,  474,  760  and  note. 

Armstrong  Channel 
and  the  wreck  of  the  Sydney  Cove,  758  (note), 
and  the  voyage  of  the  Norfolk,  774. 

Amdell,  Thos. 
son  of,  sent  as  medical  assistant  to  Norfolk 

Island,  35. 
testimony  of,  in  favour  of  Atkins,  139. 
hiquiry  by,  Into  settlers'  grievances,  370  et  Hq, 
comments  of,  on  morals  of  the  colony,  487  et  teq, 
recommended  by  Balmain  as  apothecary,  451. 
and  the  Barwell  mutiny  inquiiy,  454. 

Arthur,  Port 
and  the  voyage  of  the  Norfolk,  813  (noteX 

Artiftoers 

small  number  of,  137, 180,  297,  095. 
employment  of  free  men  as,  137,  223. 
arrival  of,  by  the  Ganges  and  Britannia,  230. 
e«*asion  of  liabilities  by,  852. 
arrival  of,  by  the  Barwell,  390. 

Atkins,  Sicbard 
vice  Collins  as  Judge  Advocate,  87. 
and  Macarthur,  ll9et»eq.,  172,  448  et  teq, 
Marsden's  testimony  In  favour  of,  127. 
Barrington's  testimony  in  favour  of,  127. 
Tliompson's  testimony  In  favour  of,  128. 
AmdeU's  testimony  in  favour  of,  129. 
Acting  Judge- Advocate,  240  (note). 
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Lftycoek,  ThomM 
of  New  South  Wales  Oorps,  ddMdaat  o.  Boiloo, 

and  the  Iiaac  Nichols  trU!,  611  (note). 

Leeds,  Aifistaat-Siirfeon 
succeeded  by  Wenfeworth,  44. 

pssseni^r  on  the  Britennia,  284. 

Lewin,Mr. 
a  painter  of  subjects  in  natunl  histoiy,  858. 

Lewis,  Under  Secretary 

of  War  Office,  ISO. 

on  recruits  from  the  Baroy,  198. 

Liberty  Plaine 
muster  at,  186. 

settlers  at,  to  provide  labour  for  road  making, 

188. 

condition  of  settlers  at,  871. 

Lime 
luonufacturc  of,  176. 

Little  Bay 
Bobs  anchors  in,  813  and  note. 

Liverpool,  Lord 
and  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  882  and  note. 

Live  Stock 
owned  by  Oovemment,  89, 181,  606,  687. 
ho^s  issued  to  settlers,  89  and  note,  180,  18L 
by  the  Endeavour,  51,  52  and  note,  282. 
owners  of,  to  furnish  returns,  02, 2S3, 417. 
owned  by  ICaoarthur,  68,  71. 
nourishing:  sUte  of,  78, 190,  203,  485,  505. 
returns  respecting,  81, 99, 277,  287, 341,  452, 716. 

supplies  of,  from  the  Oape,  90, 186, 190. 286, 287, 
288,  287.  800,  857,  508,  5M,  518, 519,  701. 

necessity  for  strict  attention  to,  95. 

Macarthur's  scheme  respecting,  185, 186. 

at  Norfolk  Island,  150. 

hogs  at  PhiUip  Island,  Ul,  181. 

goats  and  poultry  at  Norfolk  Island,  152. 

owned  by  settlers,  181. 

importation  of  dvaoght  cattle,  182. 

destroyed  by  convicts,  226. 

Live  Stock 

Captain  Hogan's  proposal  respecUng,  280  and 
note,  800. 

destroyed  by  dogs,  812 

discovery  of  wild  cattle,  847,  789. 

superintendents  of  herds  requisite,  348,  503,  504. 

difficulty  of  preserving,  388. 

affected  by  bush  fires,  665. 

lost  in  flood  at  The  Hawkesbnry,  808  and : 

presented  by  Phillip  to  P.  G.  King,  698. 

inadequate  as  food  supply,  688  and  note. 


Lonsr  HoM  Seist 
discovery  of,  814,  SSI,  86S  and  note. 

Lonff » Under  Secrstazy 
and  the  Porpoise  plant-oatain,  407. 

IiowHead 
entf«noe  to  Port  Daliymple,777. 

Lneai,  Identenaat  Janee  Hunt 
member  of  court  for  trial  of  Isaac  Niokola,  584» 
662. 

Lqz,  St.  Ann,  The 
engaged  aa  a  transport,  640. 

Oaplain  Abbott  and  Ensign  Piper  naaafiMLHH 
by,  662. 

Kaoarthnr,  Captain 
dispute  of  with  Balmain,  re  mUitaiy  ootiagc, 
19,  20,  21,  22. 

receives  a  challenge  from  Surgeon  Batmain,  21, 
22. 

wishes  to  rssifln  appointaaent*  oUier  than  mili* 
taiy,  27  and  note. 

Hunter's  sentiments  regarding,  87, 181, 178;  211 
and  note,  226,  227,  401  and  note,  418,  446. 

reaignation  of,  28,  41, 182. 

.  his  opinion  on  msintenance  of  oenviet  labouies% 
68. 
farm  and  live  stock  of,  68,  71. 
his  offer  to  support  his  oonvict  lahoaran,  71. 
requesting  clothing  for  oonvict  sat  ii  ante,  71«  82- 
request  of,  for  nails,  71, 82. 

'Vwrt'^^-*^  with  Hunter's  aotion  rs  fah  com- 
plaints against  Atkins,  119  it  $eq, 

charges  Hunter  with  malsdmlnistfation,   132, 
138. 

Hunter's  reply,  418  ei  seq, 

scheme  of,  respecting  live  stook,  185, 180. 

and  Atkins,  172,  443  ets$q. 

and  religious  observance,  440,  441. 

and  Marsden,  441. 

and  Judge- Advocate  Dors,  575. 

letters  from — 

to  Peterson,  119. 

to  Grass,  110. 

to  Hunter,  26,  28,  67,  71, 120, 122,  ISO. 

to  CoUins,  123. 

to  Portland,  181. 
letters  to— 

from  Hunter,  27,  29, 70, 181, 123. 

from  Atkins,  ISl,  126. 

from  Collins,  124. 

Kacartney,  Lord 
Governor  at  the  Gape,  510,  528  and  note. 

McDonald,  Hngh 
evidence  of.  at  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nidiols.  604, 602, 

625. 

McDongall,  Andrew 
free  settler,  285. 
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Bms,  George 

discovery  of  coal  by,  237,  289. 

voyage  of,  in  a  whaleboat,  812  et  »eq.,  863,  474. 

particulars  of  his  life,  312  (note). 

and  the  Isaac  Nichols  trial,  611  (note). 

and  Flinders's  voyage  in  the  Norfolk,  704, 769  et 
eeq. 

BMfStrftit 
Bass's  wfaaleboat  voyage  to,  312  et  9eq.,  868, 474. 
flinders's  aooount  of,  760  et  $eq. 
so  called  by  Hunter,  816. 

Batexnan'i  Bay 
entered  by  Bass  in  his  whaleboat,  817. 

Battery  Island 

and  the  voyage  of  the  Norfolk,  776. 

Bavghan,  Jolin 
dwelling  house  of,  wrecked  by  soldiers,  15, 16, 
and  note,  17  and  note,  18, 19,  20,  21,  22,  64, 
65,  294  and  notes,  430. 

Baxter,  Samuel 
private  in  New  Soutii  Wales  Oorps«  106, 
witness  in  Marquis  C6mwallis  inquiry,  ib. 

Baylis,  Richard 
and  the  Isaac  Nichols  trial,  684,  606,  628. 

Bayly,  Ensign  Hicholas 
and  the  Isaac  Nichols  trial,  584,  662. 

Bean,  John 
free  settler,  358. 

Beef 

amount  of  ration  of,  16,  33,  62,  494,  664. 

Belloe,  Gregory 

and  the  BarwoU  mutiny,  454. 

Bentham,  Sir  Samnel 
letter  to,  from  Hunter,  673  and  note,  674,  675. 

Bennilong 
cost  of  maintenance  of,  in  England,  200. 

Betsey's  Island 
and  the  voyage  of  the  Norfolk,  808. 

Beyer,  Angnstns 
surgeon  on  the  Britannia,  240,  488. 
deposition  of,  re  treatenent  of  convicts,  240, 241. 
and  cause  of  death  of  convicts,  271. 
precautionary  measures  of,  273. 
decision  of  Court  respecting,  276. 

Births 

during  1st  half-year,  1796,  94,  95. 
at  Norfolk  Island  during  1791-06. 161. 
from  July,  1797  to  July,  1706,  452. 
from  July,  1798,  to  July,  1799,  710. 

Bishop,  Captain  Chas. 
and  the  Barwell  mutiny  inquiry,  454. 


Bishop,  Captain 

of  the  Nautilus,  769  (note). 

Black  CflBsar 

a  notorious  convict,  11  and  note, 
fate  of,  81. 

Black,  John 
and  the  Lady  Shore  mutiny,  206,  891,  415. 
his  description  of  the  colony,  729. 

Blankett,  Commodore 
at  Gape  of  Good  Hope,  OOl 

Bligh,  Captain 
and  the  Botmty  mutiny,  118. 

Bloodsworth,  James 
and  the  Isaac  Nichols  trial,  586,  614. 

Bine  Mountains 
Bass's  surmise  as  to  their  extent,  ^4  and  note. 

Boats 
unauthorised  buikling  of,  50, 00,  808  and  note, 

804. 
necessity  for  new,  75,  221. 

builder  of,  i^ypointed,  115. 
registration  of.  60, 176,  804. 
ship-building  at  Norfolk  Island,  848,  40^ 

Boddingtons 
certificates  of  sentences  of  convicts  by,  163. 

Bond,  George 
and  the  Barwell    mutiny,  454,  488,  484    and 
note,  726  and  note. 

and  the  Isaac  Nichols  trial,  617,  620  (note), 
resignation  of,  484,  737. 

Boston,  John 

plaintiff  in  trial  at  Civil  Court,  83,  292  (notoX 
sent  out  to  cure  fish,  234,  490. 

Bounty 
mutiny  on,  118. 

Bowater,  Mi^or-General 
commander  of    the    Plymouth    Division    of 
Marines,  476  and  note,  496  (noteX  519. 

Bowen,  Captain 
his  sketch  of  Jer\'is  Bay,  332. 

Bowen's  Island 
paned  by  Bass  in  his  whaleboat,  316. 

Bowman,  John 
free  settler,  285. 

Brabyn,  John 
ensign.  New  South  Wales  Corps,  84, 108  et  $eq 

Bradley,  Thomas 
free  settler,  353. 

Brathwaite,  Lieutenant  Robert 
and  the  Barwell  mutiny  inquiiy,  464. 
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XifliioBariei 
Haddock,  Rev.  C,  appointed  to  Norfolk  Uland, 

2  (ooteX  4M. 
from  OtoheiUe,  487,  707,  711. 731. 
on  the  monle  of  New  South  Wales,  707. 
and  the  natives,  712. 
at  Parramatta  and  ToongabMe,  714. 
monetary  aasiatanoe  to,  731,  733. 
details  of  duties  of,  732. 
mode  of  living  of,  732. 

Xitcham,  John 
house  of,  destroyed  by  incendiaries,  331. 

Monta^ne  Island 

by  Flinders  in  the  Norfolk,  760  and  note. 


Moore,  Snilgn 
in  the  New  South  Wales  Corps,  103, 107. 

Moore,  Thomas 
appointed  master  boat  builder,  116. 
member  of  Vice- Admiralty  Court,  464. 
evidence  (rf,  at  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nichols,  008, 627. 

Morris,  Peter 
officer  on  the  Ganges,  140. 

Moss,  B. 
official  in  Home  Department,  657  and  note. 


ir,  Thomas 
escape  of,  in  the  Otter.  29, 30, 47, 106. 
must  serve  full  sentence,  08,  111,  180. 

Mallett,Mr8. 
and  the  Isaac  Nichols  trial,  585,  509  and  note, 
001. 

Mnrchison,  Simon 
second  officer  on  the  Lady  Shore,  391,  418. 

Murray,  John 
mutineer  on  the  Barwell,  464. 

Mntiny 
on  the  Marquis  ComwalUs,  4  and  note,  5  and 
note,  82,  44,  48, 102  et  aeq» 

on  the  Bounty,  118. 

provisions  for  effectual  enforcement  of  the  Act, 
199, 200,  201. 

at  Norfolk  Island,  222  and  note. 

attempted  by  convicts  on  the  Britannia,  235, 
240  et  »eq. 

on  the  Lady  Shore,  891  et  atq.^  418  et  teq. 

on  the  Barwell,  463  et  se^.,  484. 

Hatiyes 

attacks  by,  at  the  Hswkesbury,  26  and  note,  26. 

white  men  living  with,  26,  207, 809. 

outrages  committed  by,  207. 

and  the  crew  of  the  Sydney  Gore,  278,  T61, 702 
eteeq. 

Bennilong  in  England,  290. 

and  the  missionaries,  712,  732. 


BTantllns,  The 
accompanies  Flinders  to  Baas  Straits,  760  (note) 
etaeq. 

Haral  Stores 

supply  of  required,  229. 

HaYils,  John 
mutineer  on  the  Barwdl,  454. 

BTelson,  Isaae 

schoolmaster  at  Norfolk  Island,  2  (note). 

Helson,  Lord 
and  baUIe  of  Aboukir  Bay,  630. 

Hepean,  Evan  (Secretary  to  Admiralty) 
letters  from— 

to  Dawes,  55. 

to  P.  O.  King.  208,  721,  725. 

to  War  Office,  206. 

to  CoUins,  412. 

to  Bowater,  476,  519. 

to  Innes,  496. 

to  Brownrigg,  497. 

to  Avame.  497. 

to  Windham,  614. 
letters  to— 

from  Phillip,  34.  50. 

from  Hunter.  90,  27S,  307,  474,  702. 

from  P.  G.  King,  206. 

from  Kent,  286.  906. 

from  Under-Secretary  King,  648. 

Hew  South  Wales 
chart  of,  71,  72  and  note.  347. 
progress  of,  73,  77,  203,  282. 

expenses  of.  82,  91,  96,  137.  210,  2S2,  SS4,  238, 
294,  298,  348,  349,  386,  399,  476,  512.  637,  668, 
660,  686,  687,  784,  735,  786,  737,  7S8. 

state  of  seUlements  in.  81,  92, 98, 168. 

neoessit}-  for  retrenchment  at,  97. 

Macarthur's  scheme  for  rendering  sdf-suppwt' 
ing.  135. 

morals  at,  168, 176,  483,  484  «(  sm.,  487,  506.  666 
and  note,  707,  714. 

importation  of  maiie  from  Norfolk  bfamd,  23S. 

Waterhooae's  rwnarics  on,  288. 

expenses  of  transportation  to,  876.  377. 

Sir  Joeeph  Banks's  achema  for  sx|4oring,  883  and 

note,  481  and  note,  401. 698  and  note, 
and  Norfolk  laUnd,  388,  889,  477. 
oonrlet  tupertntendencs  at,  479l 
a  letter  from  Sydney,  485. 
estimate  of  expenses  of,  for  1799, 612. 
Sir  Joseph  Banks's  opinkm  of,  202, 582. 
poverty  at,  547. 

copper  coinage  shipped  on  Porpoise,  for,  665  aad 
note,  650  and  note,  74a 

ammunition  for,  656, 667. 

sedition  prevailing  at,  666. 

more  frequent  interooone  with  Eoghnid  desir* 
able,  667. 

importance  <tf ,  in  event  of  Dutdi  or  SpanUb  war. 
670. 
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Cascade  Bay  (Norfolk  Island) 

buildings  at,  159. 

Castlereai^lii  Lord 

and  Irish  convicts,  418,  482. 

and  the  detention  of  the  Minerva,  418,  531. 

letters  from,  to  Under  Secretary  King,  480,  488, 

r>3i. 

letters  to,  from  Under  Secretary  King,  418,  4^2. 

Cattle 

recovery  of  the  lost,  190,  203,  347,  365,  730,  824, 

b2S. 

from  the  Cape,  00,  136,  190,  236.  237,  277,  287, 
300,  357,  503,  619,  701. 

}xisturagc  destroyed  by  bush  fire,  666. 

owned  by  Government,  666,  667. 

Sec  also  •*  Live  Stock." 

Cedar 
specimen  of,  sent  to  England,  717.      ' 

Ceres,  The 
storeship,  11  (note), 
despatches  by,  30. 

Chappell  Isles 
voyage  of  the  Norfolk,  773. 

Chappelli  Mount 
voyage  of  the  Norfolk,  772. 

Cliarnock,  Robert 
owner  of  the  Minerva,  696. 
losses  sustained  by  the  detention  of,  606. 

Christiani  Pletcher 
Bounty  mutineer,  118. 

dmrch 
expenses  incurred  by  Bev.  R.  Johnson  in  erec- 
tion of,  102. 

projected  building  of,  by  Hunter,  350,  and  note, 
convicts  ordered  to  attend,  473. 
at  Parramatta,  487  and  note, 
wilfully  burnt  down,  495  and  note,  505. 
store-house  to  be  used  as  temporar}',  506. 
foiindation  of  St  Phillip's  laid,  506. 
foundation  of  St.  John's,  505. 
at  Kissing  Point,  70S. 

Circular  Head 
and  the  voyage  of  the  Norfolk,  794. 

Clark,  Deputy  Commissary 
to  supply  Captain  Bampton  from  Gioverament 
stores,  9  and  note. 

application  of,  for  leave  of  absence,  36,  42. 

Clark,  W. 
assistant  8Ui>er-cargo  of  the  Sydney  Cove,  750 
ft  seq. 

Clark  Island 
wreck  of  the  Sydney  Cove,  758  (note), 
and  the  voyage  of  the  Norfolk,  774. 

Clarke,  Thomas 
superintendent  of  convicts,  07, 115. 
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Clepkan,  Lieutenant 
projected  departure  of,  for  England,  86. 

Climate 

of  Norfolk  Island,  160, 161. 
of  New  South  Wales,  212,  219. 
dry  weather,  493,  506,  605,  717. 

Clothing 
for  Norfolk  Island,  35,  42. 

issued  from  the  public  store,  37, 187,  238,  301, 
362,  877,  670,  682. 

for  Macarthur's  servants,  7l,  82. 

deficiency  of,  177, 179,  229,  493, 604,  606,  €65, 691, 
700,  701. 

by  the  Sylph,  56, 182,  229,  504,  700  and  note. 

supplies  of,  from  England,  100,  376,  490. 

exorbitant  price  of,  368. 

return  of,  to  be  forwarded  to  England,  512 

by  the  Walker,  636. 

a  special  kind  for  convicts,  641. 

cloth  woven  in  the  colony,  093. 

Clode,  Rev.  Samuel 
murder  of,  708,  711 

Coal 
discovery  of,  237,  289,  347  and  note,  617,  518, 
689,  821. 

export  of,  to  the  Cape,  518,  519,  €88,  689  and 
note. 

boring  plant  for,  649,  650,  651. 

exported  to  Bengal,  717. 

Collins,  David 
captain.  Marine  Corps,  and  Judge- Advocate,  65, 

sails  for  England  on  the  Britannia,  87, 136, 166, 
177. 

and  the  Macarthur-Atkins  dispute,  123,  124  et 
»eq. 

and  Captain  Waterhouse,  288. 

will  accept  colonial  appointment,  310. 

succeeded  as  Judge  Advocate  by  Dore,  482,  548. 

cannot  be  allowed  full-pay,  412. 

letter  from,  to  Duke  of  Portland,  310. 

letter  to,  from  Evan  Nepean,  412. 

Collins,— 
colonial  explorer,  824. 

Commission 
of  Surgeon  Balmi^n,  70. 
Governor  King's  dormant,  381. 

Concord 

settlers  at,  to  provide  labour  for  road  making 
188. 

house  of  settler  at,  burned,  334. 

condition  of  settlors  at,  371. 

Constabulary 
rewards  to,  46,  46. 
Barrington  at  Pammatta,  74,  470,  780. 
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*•  fratenuJ  aodetr"  a*,  406, 400,  410. 

inadMiuftte  medioal  sUff  at,  451. 

convict  flupcrintendents  at,  479. 

popolatioii  of,  487. 

Faae  Edge,  acting  chaplain  at,  520. 

Isaac  Nichols  sentenced  to  transportation  to,  062. 

deficiency  of  clothing  at,  605,  687. 

scarcity  of  agriooltural  lahour  at,  066. 

profitable  wheat  orop  at,  ib. 

failure  of  maiie  crop  at,  ib, 

cotton  culture  at»  705,  706. 

religious  instruction  at,  7S2. 

Captain  Townson  as  lientenant-governor  of,  797, 

alleged  n«gleot  of,  by  Hunter,  787. 

Norfolk,  MoQBt 
named  by  Flinden,  790  and  note. 

Sorfolk^TlM 

voyage  of,  through  Baas  Stialt,  760  «<  S09. 

obeerratinna  fbr  latitude,  longitude,  and  vavia- 
tiona,  818. 

HoTthorn  BonadAry 
settiers  at,  to  provide  labour  for  road  making, 

condition  of  settlen  at,  ST2. 

O'Donnell,  BriAB 
private  in  New  South  Wafos  Oorpa,  lOK. 
witnen  at  If aitjula  OomwalHs  inquiry,  106. 

OAcon 

and  their  convict  servants,  40, 83, 84, 86, 200, 296. 

384,  385,  388,  396,  448,  490,  511,  7S4. 
invalided,  43,  89. 

to  furnish  return  of  land  cleared,  62. 
inefficiency  of,  73,  75. 
at  Norfolk  Island,  76,  86, 154. 
stock  and  land  held  by,  90. 
informal  land  grants  by,  to  convicts,  167,  217. 
privileges  granted  to,  170. 
antagonism  of,  to  Hunter,  170, 171. 
assumption  of  civil  authority  by  military,  171, 

return  of,  New  South  Wales  Corps,  187,  336, 528. 

to  provide  labour  for  road-making,  188. 

OS  traders,  169,  212,  224,  225,  346,  387,  405,  408, 

490,  551,  636,  637,  688,  689,  660,  601  and  note, 

734,  743L 

to  furnish  return  of  convict  servants,  290. 

agreement  entered  into  by,  405,  406. 

monopoly  exercised  by,  408  and  note,  686,  637. 

immoral  eooduct  of,  487. 

Hunter's  Queries  to,  respecting  Dore,  571  et  teq. 

answers  of,  thereto,  575. 

Hunter's  oonmwnts  on  eondnet  of,  568,  684. 

and  the  Isaae  Nichols  trial,  611, 668,  659,  060. 

as  retailers  of  spirits,  037,  680,  640,  745. 

to  Hunter  on  the  Nlidiols  trial,  661, 662. 

Hunter's  reply,  663,  664. 

prospects  of  promotion  for  Aa^-al  offleers  in  New 
South  Wales,  689,  708. 


Ofleon 

IrreUgious  oondoct  of,  n4. 
■apply  ol  wine  for,  720;  786. 
inquiry  demanded  by,  re  anonym 

748. 


oos  chafges. 


Orden,  GoYonuiient  ud  Genonl 
military  ofBoer  appointed  to  Norfolk  Island,  2 

and  note. 

price  of  wheat,  4  and  note. 

QoMo's  birthday  celebntion,  5,  018. 

owners  of  flze««niis  to  be  rsgistend«  0. 

prohibiting  distillation  of  ^liiita,  l«,on. 

ptiwns  pcdlutlng  the  water  strnply  to  bo  pun- 
ished, 10,  U,  206,  518,  581  and  noti. 

farm  labomew  to  assist  in  nnloaJing  atoroahip^ 
11  and  note,  49. 

MppfcstionoC  robbtiy  under  anna,  11  and  note. 

Governor  Hunter's  sentiments  leapectiny  mili- 

taiy  outrage,  15,  lOand  note,  17, 18,  lA. 
criminal  court  to  assemble,  18,  68. 
court-martial  to  asssmhle,  1& 
attacks  by  Hawkesbory  natives,  25,  26l 
white  men  Uvii«  with  natives,  26,  207,  2S6. 
court-martial  dissolved,  26. 

execution  of  •entonoe  of  oooit-aartial,  28  and 
note. 

notifying  Hacarthur's  retigoation  of  in^pootor- 
ship  ot  public  works,  29. 

miMer  to  be  held  at  Parramatta  and  the 
Hawkesbuiy,  82,  50, 185, 100,  29L 

remitting  sentence  on  sokller,  SS. 

unlicensed  pubUo-hooMs,  80. 

depredationa  oonmitted  In  gardens  by  alnftag 
hogs,  37,  60, 195,  20L 

issue  of  ctothing,  37, 187,  206,  2S8,  301*  882, 377, 
670,  081, 682. 

appointing  lyArcyWentworth  assistant  surgeon, 
vice  Leeos,  48. 

oorpato  attend  exeontion,  60  and  note,  68  and 
note. 

wheat  to  be  leaned  in  lieu  of  flour,  fiO. 

amnesty  to  prisoners,  50  and  note. 

store  reoeipts  not  t<f  be  used  aa  cuirsnoy,  6L 

grain  not  to  be  paid  for  with  spirits,  54. 

withdrawal  of  assigned  servants,  57. 

muster  of  female  convicts,  57, 190. 

indiscriminata  sale  of  spirits,  evil  effect  of,  G6. 

185. 

the  garrison  at  Parramatta,  50. 

unauthorised  boat-boilding,  SO,  60,  808  and 
note,  804. 

fixing  hours  of  convict  hOiour,  61  and  note,  384, 

416  and  note,  498,  678,  679. 
civil  court  to  ispemble,  62. 

Prince  of  Wales'  birthday  odebrmtion,  68  and 
note. 

appointing  Smyth  provost  marshal!,  115,  29& 

appointing  Stephenaon  storekeeper,  115, 527. 

ap[«inting  Moore  boat-builder,  115. 

appointing  Barrlngton  convict  superintendent, 

appohiting  Captain  Johnston  aide-de-camp,  137. 
appointing   Rev.    R.    Johnson    and    B^ini^in 
magistrates,  187. 
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Convicts 
.^  by  the  Hillsborough,  700. 

exoessive  mortality  of,  700,  701,  717. 
immorRl  conduct  of,  715. 
a  convict  attorney,  728. 
conditionally  pardoned,  737. 

Cowper,  Wm. 

Indian  Government  official,  3. 

Cndgr,  Major-Gtoneral 
at  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  90. 

Croftoii  — - 

ensign,  New  South  Wales  Corps,  192. 
and  the  Lady  Shore  mutiny,  415. 

Crops 

abundant,  30,  88, 134, 177, 195. 

sold  for  spirits,  54. 

good  prospects  of,  74. 

at  Norfolk  Island,  148,  149,  150. 

seed  advanced  by  Oovemmfent  to  be  returned, 
186. 

destroyed  by  bush-fire,  219,  220. 

return  respecting,  287. 

destroyed  by  flood  at  the  Hawkesbury,  668  and 
note. 

See  also  "  Agrioulture." 

Cnbitt,  Daniel 

and  the  Isaac  Nicliols  trial,  606,  627. 

Cuckold's  Point 

Bass's  whaleboat  voyage,  315  uid  note, 
identical  with  Longnose  Point,  332. 

Cultivation 

See  "Agriculture*'  and  "Crops." 

Cnmberland,  The 
colonial  boat,  seized  by  convicts,  345  and  note. 

Cnmmings,  Lieutenant 
of  New  South  Wales  Corps,  124,  445,  728,  727. 

Curtis,  Sir  Roger 

commander  of  Lancaster,  lodiamen  convoy,  656, 
658. 

Currency 
use  of  store  receipts  as,  54,  729. 
Commissary's  notes  as,  387,  687,  734. 
mode  of  payment  for  goods,  402. 
copper  coinage,  641  and  note,  642,  645,  648,  655 

and  note,  656  and  note,  657,  671,  740. 
silver  coinage  required,  741. 

'Cnyler,  Major-General 

comnmndant  at  Portsmouth,  140. 

Daedalus 
return  of,  to  England,  5G. 

Dalrymple,  Port 
discovery  of,  777,  780  and  note,  786,  788,  790. 


Dart,  Point 
identical  with  Longnoee  Point,  332  (note). 

Davis,  (George 
and  the  Lady  Shore  mutiny,  394. 

Dawes,  Lieutenant 
return  of,  to  ^igland,  from  Sierra  Leone,  55. 
Hunter's  request  respecting,  391. 

Deaths 

during  first  half-year  of  1796,  94,  95. 
at  Norfolk  Island  during  1791-1796, 161. 
from  July,  1797,  to  July,  1798,  452. 
from  July,  1798,  to  July,  1709,  7ia 

Dennett,  Captain 
of  the  Britannia,  240. 

inquir>'  re.  treatment  of  convicts  bv,  240  et  wq.^ 
272, 273.  *  ^ 

address  of,  to  court,  275. 

decision  of  the  court  respecting,  276. 

Derwent  Biver 

voyage  of  the  Norfolk,  807,  808J 

De  Witt  Isles 

voj-age  of  the  Norfolk,  802. 

De  Witt  Bange 
voyage  of  the  Norfolk,  801  (noteX 

Dholl 
an  article  of  food,  9. 

Direction,  Mount 

voyage  of  the  Norfolk,  809. 

Distilleries 
erection  of,  prohibited,  10,  31, 196. 

Divine,  PhiUp 
superintendent  of  convicts  at  Sydney,  479. 

Dore,  Bichard  (Judge  Advocate) 

appointed  Hunter's  secretar)-,  390,  407,  643. 

arrival  of.  at  Sydney,  390,  483. 

and  the  Barwell  mutiny,  456,  465. 

Hunter's  difference  with,  548  ci  mq. 

fees  claimed  by,  549,  550,  553  el  acq. 

disputes  concerning  the  legalitj*  of  t^Tits  issued 
by,  558  et  seq. 

Hunter's  comments  on,  580. 

partisanship  of,  582,  660. 

and  the  Isaac  Nichols  trial,  609,  059. 

oti3ccrs  in  accord  with,  062. 

opinion  formed  of,  by  fellow  passenger,  728. 

Bobinson,  convict  attorney,  secretary'  to,  728. 

letters  from — 

to  Le  Fleming,  354. 

to  Under-Secretary  King,  483. 

to  Hunter,  610. 
letter  to— 

from  Kent  and  Atkins,  562. 
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noD'Obwmiiu  at  religion  u,  4TS,  187  md  not» 
populntlon  Bt,  tSS,  IW. 
chUKli  built  (l,  1ST  uid  note 


Lh  auixeid)  HUehtm  H  tar^aaa  U,  8T3. 


m  outn^  bj  nldlui 


IIuntcr'iT 

Brituinik,  itomhlp,  duiterad  by,  80. 
pnject«d  depulun  at,  lot  Englind,  St. 
dnpitctae*  o(,  ISO. 
■uthoriCy  of,  tor  >airiDeat*tlaD  of  the  Haw  South 

W»le»  Corpi,  les, 
ta  inquln  Into  trndloR  bf  oActn,  S9t,  SW. 
to  ntum  to  oniony,  MO. 
Kinit'a  Kntimenti  re^netlng,  647  uA  DOta. 
pmpectlvg  omolunieat  ot,  MS,  S71  utd  not«. 
to  be  Admirmlty  Jud^,  049. 
sirivtl  ot,  in  New  Soutli  W>1m,  pet  the  Walker, 


trotn  tinder^ecrelu]'  lUng,  fl&Z. 
PktrltliHn,  Tlunau 

awner  ol  the  OmuM,  07, 1*0  (nole> 
chUKU  D*!  ■K&lniC  Eniign  Brock,  110. 
Peyton,  Admiral 
taunted  by   Eu«lgn   Brocfi    to  inqui 
charge*  coQoerDlng  him,  ii£, 

PbiUip,  Artbnr 
reqiwMlnir  peiTmental  aipauei,  N  *n4 
Captain  at  the  Aleunder,  M. 
rcgMlatloni  oC.  rBtcindid,  E12. 


dainttton  at,  tram  SjdBey,  U4  (nut*). 

and  idanli  on  tbe  Atlantic,  SH. 

at«lg))n«ottdby,  toP.a.  Klne,  078. 

Itttcn  tram- 
to  Nipean,  34,  sa 
to  P.  Q.  Kim,  E7B. 

latter  to— 
Irani  AiaUtut  Sdixbod  JamtaoB.  53. 
PhiUlpbBTg 

a  aetUemeDt  at  Norton  Iiland,  ISS. 


darted  bf  Fllnden  In  tbe  Norfolk,  8M  (note). 

Ptemftn  Slnr 

paiaed  by  Fllnden  In  the  NartoU,  8l»(aote). 


9aH  In  hii  wbaleboot,  317. 

y  Sit  Henry  R  Hay**,  isl.  232,  iS3 


iMndltka  0(  Bttlen  at,  371. 

Pork 

at  Norfolk  laland.  7.  SI,  151,  IBO,  US,  191, 

7M. 
purohuc  of,  at  Korfolk  liluid  oondemaed,  1 
purchaaed  from  Amerleanabip,  101. 
prloe  of,  at  Hydney,  139,  297,  M7,  071. 
ration  ot,  2§0.  ON. 

fioni  Entkiad,  on  the  Potpoiie,  STfl,  49L 
rearing  eirtBi  at  Sydney,  133,  4». 
pmkwgld  drought  alltctg  eupply  ot,  esb 


manli  of,  131,  173  and  note,  183,  S13,  43L  K 

ft  Ml;  187,  MS,  8SS,  OW. 
at  Norfolk  liUnd,  148,  IM. 
mnaten  ot,  183. 

at  Sydney  and  Pairamaiu,  196,  749.  '^  i, "  ^ 
halth  of,  SOS. 
Mdltioui  charact«n  among,  G6&. 
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Trederick  Henry  Bay 

vUiied  by  Flinders,  805  and  note. 

Freshwater  Cove 
named  by  Bass,  316. 

Friar  Socks 

passed  by  Flinders,  804  and  noce. 

Friendship,  The 
engafi^  as  a  transport,  640. 
sails  for  Ireland,  662. 

Froome,  Isaac 
third  mate  on  Briti^nnia,  242,  274,  276. 
deposition  of,  re  treatment  of  convicts,  242,  258. 

Fumeanz's  Land 
confounded  by  Bass  with  Wilson's  Promontory, 
321,  326  (noteX 

Flinders  in  search  of,  771. 

Fyfe,  Snrgeon 

on  the  Lady  Shore,  396. 

Oafbey,  Lawrence 
pri\'ate  in  New  South  Wales  Corps,  102. 
witness  in  Marquis  Comwallis  inquiry,  102, 103. 

Oanfces,  The 
room  for  female  convicts  on,  67. 
about  to  sail  from  England,  95. 
provisions  by,  97. 
skilled  oonrict  mechanics  by,  230. 
despatches  by,  232. 
convicts  on  board  of,  233,  235. 
soldiers  on  board  of,  234. 
surgeon  on  board  of,  234,  230. 

Gaols 
at  Sydney  and  Parramatta,  139, 175,  209,  220. 
Kable,  Henry,  gaoler  at  Sydney,  501. 
at  Sydney  burned  down,  609  and  note, 
replaced  by  stone  edifice,  669,  694,  695  and  note. 

George's  River 
settlers  at,  347  and  note. 

Geraldy  Joseph 
death  of,  47. 
Dundas  on  the  trial  of,  114. 

Gilbert,  John 

deposition  of,  re  treatment  of  convicts  on  the 
Britonnia,  253, 254,  255,  256. 

Gospel,  Society  for  Propagation  of 

and  education  at  New  South  Wales,  1. 

letter  f  ro/n  Rev.  R.  Johnson  to,  184. 

and  Rev.  Mr.  Haddock's  stipend,  491  and  note. 

Gouldie,  Andrew 
member  of  Vice- Admiralty  Court,  454. 

Gowan,  John 
Appointed  storekeeper,  vice  Stephenson,  de« 
ceased,  527. 


Gray,  John 

mutineer  on  the  Bam'cU,  455. 

Green  Cape 
passed  by  Flinders  in  the  Norfolk,  760  and  rote. 

Green  Island 
visited  by  Flinders,  781. 

Greville,  C.  F. 
recommends  Ensign  Barallier,  652  and  note. 

Grim,  Cape 
named  by  Flinders,  706  and  note. 

Grimes,  C.  (Deputy  Surveyor) 

plan  of  the  settlement  by,  frontispiece, 
engaged  in  road  making,  188. 

Grose,  Francis  (Lieutenant-Governor) 
Macarthur  appointed  inspector  of  public  works 

by,  41. 
offer  of,  respecting  augmentation  of  New  South 

Wales  Corps,  52,  194,  205. 
reasons  of,  for  leaving  New  South  Wales,  56. 
he  investigates  the    charges   against    Ensign 

Brock,  141. 
Margarot's  application  to,  for  freedom,  21^8. 
reply  of,  thereto,  228,  229. 
promotion  of,  353. 

and  the  Lady  Shore  mutiny,  397,  414. 
state  of  religion  under,  440. 
letter  from — 

to  Cuyler,  141. 
letters  to — 

from  Macarthur,  119. 

from  Margarot,  228. 

Gurrah 
coarse  Indian  muslin,  670  and  note. 

Hacking,  Henry 
colonial  explorer,  824. 

Hacking,  Fort 
visited  by  Bass  in  his  whaleboat,  SIS. 

Haddock,  Bev.  C. 
appointed  missionary  to  Norfolk  Island,  2  (noteX 
stipend  of,  494  and  note. 

Hallam,  Wm. 
charged  with  mutiny  on  the  Barwell,  454. 

Hamilton,  Captain 
commander  of  the  Sydney  Cove,  278,  366,  7fi7. 
et  aeq. 

Hamilton,  Sir  William 
a  friend  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  535  and  note. 

Hamond,  Sir  A.  S. 

and  the  Porpoise  plant-cabin,  407  and  note,  G15. 
646 

and  the  design  of  the  Porpoise,  719. 

letters  to— 

from  P.  0.  King,  514,  719, 720, 
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Pablio  Works 
at  P&mmatta  in  1707,  8»,  340 ;  In  1708,  524, 
625 ;  Id  1790,  763,  764. 

u  Tnonnhbie  In  1707,  341 ;    in  1708,  525,  526  ; 
in  1780,764. 

PnrcoU,  Honry  James 
private  in  detachment  of  New  South  Walei  OnnM 
on  the  Britannia,  267. 

depoaitloiM  of,  rt  treatmeot  of  convicts  on,  267. 

Queenboroiiffh 

a  settlement  at  Norfolk  Island,  159. 

BamHead 

pMsed  by  Baas  In  his  whaleboat,  810. 
passed  by  Flinders  in  the  Norfollc,  816. 


Xashleigh,  Peter 

Mists  in  procurii 
and  note,  480  ao 


assists  in  procuring  plants  for  the  Colony,  470 
id  note. 


Batioiis 

to  soldiers  and  free  people,  10,  62,  404,  664 
(note.) 

issued  to  free  people  and  convicts,  16,  62, 100, 
306,  404,  405,  664  (note). 

to  soliisn  on  Marquis  Oomwallis,  38. 

to  convicts  on  Marquis  ConiwalUa,  M. 

wheat  to  be  issued  in  lieu  of  flour,  5a 

altenUon  in  issue  of,  62, 100, 404, 664  and  note. 

issue  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  152. 

of  wheat,  reduced,  806. 

of  maize  issued  to  convicts.  333. 

original  standard  to  be  reverted  to,  334. 

wheat  in  lieu  of  sugar,  362. 

to  be  issued  to  Qeorge  Caley,  517. 

BftTen,  Captain 
of  the  Britannia  2,  214,  284. 

^becca,  The 
arrival  of,  from  the  Cape,  680. 

Bed  Point 
passed  by  Baas  in  his  whaleboat,  830. 

BeidjEngb 
first  ofBoer  of  Marquis  CJomwallis,  107. 
witness  re  mutiny  thereon,  107. 

Beliance,E.K.8. 
to  convey  military  ofBoers  to  Norfolk  Island,  2 
and  note. 

LieuteDant>Oovemor  King  to  embark  on,  for 
Port  Jackson,  5. 

flour  reserved  for,  62. 

to  ship  Uve  stock  at  the  Cape,  00, 136  (noteX 

Bass  surgBon  on,  237. 

live  stock  from  the  Cape  l^,  287  and  note,  238, 
277,  287  and  note. 

unaeaworthy  condition  of,  307,  308, 346, 863, 408. 

defects  in  design  of,  710. 


Beligion 
Rev.  R.  Johnson's  comments  on,  488. 
Surgeon  Amdell's  remarks  respecting,  433. 

Rev.  8.  Maraden's  obaervation  on,  480,  440,  441, 

487  and  note, 
neglect  of,  472,  473,  n4. 
chureh  wilfully  burnt,  406  and  note,  605. 

foundations  of  St.   Pbillip'a  and   Si.  John's 
churchea  lakl,  505. 

Remnant,  James 
e\idettoe  of,  at  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nidiob,  68S,  624. 

Betom 

of  Norfolk  lakind  ofllclala,  6,  7, 145. 

of  aUte  of  New  South  Wales,  81,  02, 08, 683, 684^ 
740. 

of  provisions  purchased  at  Bengal  and  Batavia, 

of  births  and  deaths,  first  half-year  of  1706, 04. 

of  sick  at  aettlementa  in  New  South  Wales,  116, 
117.  452,  7ia 

of  civil  eatabllahmenta  of  New  South  Wales.  139. 

of  oonviota  at  Norfolk  Island,  145. 

of  ground  cleared  at  Norfolk  Island,  140. 

of  grain  grown  at  Norfolk  Island,  140. 

of  live  stock  at  Norfolk  laUnd,  150. 

of  coat  of  ratlona  at  Norfolk  laland,  152, 158. 

of  expense  of  erecting  'public  buildings  at  Nor- 
folk Island,  150. 

of  births  and  deatha  at  Norfolk  laland,  1701-1796, 
161. 

of  ofllcers  of  New  South  Wales  Corpa,  187,  386. 

of  New  South  Walea  Corps,  104. 

of  rates  of  wages,  106. 

of  pay  of  New  South  Wales  Corps,  23L 

of  live  stoA  from  the  Cape,  277. 

of  live  atook,  81,  00,  287,  841,  45S,  7ia 

of  araa  cultivated,  287,  341,  468,  716. 

of  labour  at  Sydney,  386, 521,  750l 

and  Parramatta,  380,  624,  753. 

and  Tbonitabbie,  341,  626,  754. 

of  birtha  and  deatha,  1707-08,  452 ;  1708-1709. 
710. 

of  expenaea  from  Sept.  1,  1706^  to  June  30, 

1706,  478. 
mode  of  making  out,  687. 
Irregular  teanamiaaion  of,  to  England,  715,  733. 

Biehardaon,  William 
achoolmaster  at  Norfolk  Island,  2  (noteX 
aalary  paid  to,  184. 

Bichardeon,  Xr. 
officer  of  the  Marquia  Comwallis,  4,  IIQl 

Bickette,  Thoi. 

chief  oflloer  of  the  Britannia,  241. 

depoaition  of,  re  treatment  of  coovlots,  244, 24.'L 

Captain  Dennott's  regulations  for  gnadaDce  of, 
278. 

Bidont,  William 
and  theMacarthur-AtUns  quarrel,  124,  445. 
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Hunter,  Jolin  (Governor) 

warrant  of,  for  aasembling  oonrts  martial,  109, 
200,  201. 

sentiments  of,  respectin^j^  Macarthar,  211  and 
note,  226,  227,  418  et  neq, 

anonymous  pamphlet  respecting,  213,  214,  231, 
240  and  note. 

birds  and  seeds  sent  to  EnfrUnd  by,  214. 

recalls  assigned  convicts  to  public  labour,  218. 

recommendation  of  Lieutenant  Kent  by,  296. 

King  as  successor  to,  384,  638,  738. 

Rev.  R.  Johnson's  good  wishes  for,  437. 

Surgeon  Arndell's  eulogy  of,  438. 

Rev.  S.  Morsden's  praises  of,  442. 

complaints  of,    respecting   Captain   TowDson, 

449,  737. 
requires  additional  medical  assistance,  449. 
river,  named  after,  481. 
public  orders  of,  approved,  480. 

instructions  sent  to,  re  public  expenses,  512  and 
note. 

voyages  of  Cook  and  Yanoouver,  sent  to,  by  Port- 
land, 520. 

thanked  by  Banks  for  collection  of  seeds,  &c., 
532. 

and  Judge-Advocate  Dore,  548  et  aeq,  580,  060. 

and  the  Nichols  trial,  580, 681  and  note,  606, 609, 
627,  658,  659,  660. 

anonymous  charges  against,  6S6  axKl  note,  QS7, 
741  and  note,  742. 

instructed  by  Duke  of  Portland  to  reply  thereto, 
637. 

officers'  letter  to,  re  Isaac  Nichols  trial,  661,  602. 

reply  of,  thereto,  668,  664. 

on  seditious  characters,  665. 

asks  instructions  re  disposal   of  Government 
cattle,  667. 

advocates  more  frequent  intercourse  with  Eng- 
land, 667. 

on  the  Uawkesbury  flood,  668. 

and  Sir  Samuel  Bentham,  673  and  notes,  074, 
675. 

on  prospects  of  naval  officers  stationed  in  New 
South  Wales,  689,  703. 

disregard  of  orders  of,  601  and  note. 

and  colonial  exploration,  603. 

and  colonists  from  India,  697. 

and  the  convicts  by  the  Hillsborough,  700,  701. 

self-appointed  to  command  the  Buffalo,  702. 

and  colonial  accounts  and  returns,  715,  783. 

personal  description  of,  730. 

to  extend  pecuniary  assistance  to  missionaries, 
73L 

and  the  officers*  trading  agreement,  734  and 
note,  744  and  note. 

alleged  neglect  of  Norfblk  Island  by,  737. 

recalled  to  England,  738. 

to  be  succeeded  by  P.  G.  King,  738. 

reply  of,  to  anon>'moufl  charges,  741  and  notes. 

letters  from — 

to  P.  G.  King,  5,  35,  206. 

to  PaterK>n,  17. 

to  llacarthur,  27,  29,  70, 121, 123. 


Hunter,  John  (Governor) 
letters  from — 

to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  30,  38.  42,  45,  46,  48, 
64,  60.  71,  75,  76,  82.  83,  85,  87,  80,  00,  101, 
102,  129, 137,  166, 174,  180, 183,  214,  223.  231, 
277, 2S4,  343,  359,  363.  365,  385,  408, 418, 448, 
449, 476,  483.  492.  504,  547,  579,  658, 066, 686, 
690,  700,  715,  740,  741. 

to  Under-Secretary  King,  44,  72, 136, 177, 170, 
200,  229,  398,  603,  701. 

to  Nepean,  90,  278,  307,  474,  702. 

to  Atkins,  126. 

to  Balmain,  431. 

to  Dore,  609,  611. 

to  officers,  611. 

to  Bentham,  673. 

to  Banks,  810. 
letters  to — 

from  Indian  officials,  2. 

from  King,  22,  26. 

from  Macarthur,  26,  28,  67,  71, 120, 122,129. 

from  Duke  of  Portland,  50,  91,  95, 96, 188, 100, 
193, 196,  291,  293,  301,  357, 376, 489, 612, 610, 
630,  653,  655,  738. 

from  Palmer,  100. 

from  Balmain,  102,  430,  460,  461,  700. 

from  Collins,  102. 

from  Banks,  202,  582. 

from  Williamson,  403. 

from  Rev.  R.  Johnson,  432,  610. 

from  Under-Secretary  King,  617. 

from  Waterhouse,  622. 

from  officers,  661. 

from  A.  C.  Seymour,  607. 

from  London  Hisstonary  Society,  731. 

Hunter's  Isles  , 

discovered  by  Flinders,  706. 

Hunter  Biver 
discovery  of,  847,  481,  727  and  note. 

India 
New  South  Wales  convict  expirees  as  Indian 
army  recruits,  2,  8  and  note,  60,  227,  202,  801. 

live  stock  imported  from,  30. 

emigration  from,  suggested,  607,  698,  600. 

Bengalese  convicte  for  New  South  Wales,  608. 

coal  sent  from  New  South  Wales  to  Bengal,  717. 

exportation  of  spirite  from,  726,  729,  736  and 
note. 

Indispensable 
female  convicts  by,  57. 

Infanta  Amelia 
a  Spanish  prize,  rechristened  the  Porpoise,  723 

and  note, 
plant-cabin  to  be  transferred  to,  724. 

Innes,  Uajor-General 
comnuuidant  at  Chatham,  406  and  note. 

Instructions 
King's  dormant  commission,  381. 
to  Gommissaiy  Flalmer,  600,  501,  602,  603. 
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Shore,  X 
Indian  QoTemnwnt  official,  3. 

Sliortland,  Ideatanant  John 

pumait  of  escaped  convicts  bv,  S45  and  note, 
and  the  Barweli  mutiny  inqnfry,  4M. 

diooveiy  of  Hunter  River  by,  481, 482  and  note* 

and  Judge-Advocate  Dore,  575. 

Bickatu 

at  eettlementa  in  New  South  Wales,  116, 117. 

Sidway,  Robert 
flnt  oolonial  theater  built  by,  416  (note). 

evidence  of,  at  the  trial  of  Issac  Nichols,  619, 
6ia. 

Simpoon,  Soger 
and  the  Barweli  mutiny  inquiry,  464. 

Sindair,  Sir  John 
member  of  the  Board  of  Agrioolture,  800. 

Siriiu,H.X.S. 
guns  and  oarrism  of,  to  be  shipped  on  the 
Relianoe,  6  and  note. 

voyaeie  of,  from  the  Gape,  645. 

Sisters,  The 
passed  by  Flinden  in  the  Norfdk,  815. 

Skirving,  William 
death  of,  47. 
full  sentence  must  be  served  by,  96,  HI. 

Smith,  John 
free  settler,  285. 

Smith,  Thomas 
evidence  of,  at  the  trial  of  Isaao  NIehols,  606. 

Smyth,  ThoBus 
succeeds  Brewer  as  provost  asanhal,  87  and 
note,  38  and  notes,  86, 116,  296. 

and  Oaptain  Waterhouse,  288. 

and  the  Barweli  mutiny  inquiry,  464. 

evidence  of,  at  the  trial  Issac  Nichols,  608, 627. 

Snog  Core 

the  Norfolk  anchors  in,  770. 

Soap 

exorbitant  price  of,  M8. 

Soldiers 

outraifo  ^y >  Ifif  16and  note,  17  and  note,  18  et  tea, , 
64,  65,  294  and  notes,  480. 

rations  of,  on  the  Marquis  Oomwallis,  88. 

conduct  of,  at  Sydney,  42. 

invalided,  80. 

conduct  of,  on  Marquis  Oomwallis,  108. 

stealing  from  Oovemoi's  garden  at  Fammatta, 

120,  €t  t§q. 

land  grants  to,  170. 

privileges  enjoyed  by,  178. 

conduct  of,  on  the  Lady  Shore,  806,  S55,  866. 


Soldiers 
on  board  the  Ganges  and  Bkttaonia,  8M  and 
note 

punished  b>'  servitude  in  New  Soolli  Wales 
Corps,  896  and  note,  476, 496aBd  note,  497. 

SonthCape 
passed  by  Flinden  in  the  Norfolk,  804. 

Sonth  West  Cape 
passed  by  Flinders  in  the  Norfolk,  802  <nate>. 

Sparkes,  Ssmnel 
evidence  of,  at  the  trial  of  issac  Nlcfaola,  603. 

Speedy,  The 
passage  for  P.  O.  King  by,  723(note),  738. 
wine  shipped  on,  for  oflloets,  786. 

Spoke,  P. 

Indian  Government  official,  3. 

Spirits 
ilUcit  distiUation  of,  10, 196, 086  and  note,  745. 
unlicsnaed  veodii^  ^t  ^ 
grain  not  to  be  paid  for  with,  54. 
indiscrimmate  ssle  of,  58, 169, 178. 
control  of  sale  of,  78,  40a 
evils  arising  from  abuse  of,  185, 186, 211, 212, 285. 
smuggled,  225, 

importation  of,  289,  857,  417, 654. 
exorbitant  price  of,  868,  727. 
importation  of,  duty  free,  890. 
licences  for  vending,  447. 
vending  of,  during  hours  of  public  srafBfaip,47S. 
sold  by  offloers,  169,  S12, 686, 687,  689,  640. 
Imported  from  the  East  Indies,  725,  729. 
exportation  from  India  prohibited,  726,  736. 

Stationery 

Hunter's  allowance  for,   inadequate,  179  and 
note,  280,  494. 

for  Norfolk  Island,  404. 

Dore's  inadequate  supply  of,  488, 494. 

amount  annually  granted  for,  7ML 

Stephenson,  William 
appointed  storekeeper,  115. 
succeeded  by  John  Gowta,  587. 

St.  George,  Cape 
and  Boss's  whsleboat  voyage,  S14  and  note,  816 
and  note. 

Stores 

waiting  shipment  to  New  South  Walea,  879. 

retam  of,  to  be  forwarded  to  England,  612. 

desirability  of  public  store,  210,  844,  390, 641, 
642  and  note,  648, 692. 

lost  by  flood  at  the  Hawkeebuxy,  668  and  note. 

See  also  "  Frovisians." 

Storekespors 

at  Pananuttta,  403. 

names  of,  in  New  fiknith  Wales,  479. 
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King,  P.  0.  (Lieatenant-Oorernor) 

provision  made  for  his  family,  680. 

eldest  son  of,  704  and  note,  724,  725,  730. 

on  the  design  of  the  Porpoise,  719, 720,  721. 

>vell  disposed  towards  niiscionaries,  732. 

projected  departure  of,  in  the  Speedy,  738. 

money  advanced  by,  to  Edward  Wise,  weaver, 
748  and  note. 

letters  from — 

to  Portland,  7,  25,  221.  722. 

to  Clark,  9. 

to  Hunter,  22,  25. 

to  Nepean,  20(S. 

to  Banks,  214,  301,  481,  484,  497,  510,  533,  539, 
542,  544,  044,  646,  048.  653,  666,  658,  675, 
679,  704,  705,  718, 723,  788. 

to  Under-Secretarj'  King.  404,  640,  724,  748. 

to  Hamond,  544,  719,  720. 

letters  to— 

from  Hunter,  5,  35,  206. 

from  Bampton.  8. 

from  Nepean,  208,  721,  725. 

from  Under-Secretary  King,  494.  671. 

from  Suttor,  499. 

from  Moss,  657,  6S0. 

from  Phillip,  678. 

King,  PhiUp  Parker 

son  of  Lieutenant-Governor  King.  704  and  note, 
724,  725,  739. 

King,  Under-Secretary 

letters  from — 

to  White,  63,  376. 

to  Transit  Commissioners,  192.  198.  203.  285, 
417,  635.  726. 

to  Castlereagh.  418.  482. 

to  P.  0.  King,  494,  671. 

to  Banks,  515. 

to  Hunter,  517. 

to  Cottrell,  648.  657. 

to  Nepean.  648. 

to  Brownrigg,  649. 

to  Calvert,  726. 

letlers  to— 

from  Hibbins,  11. 

from  Hunter,  44, 72, 138.  IH,  179. 209. 229, 308. 
503,701. 

from  Patrickson.  67. 

from  Lewis,  139. 

from  Mileham,  143. 

from  Fitxpatrick,  161. 

from  Transit  Commissioners,  281,  391,  413, 
417,  529,  610,  696. 

from  Banks,  382,  496.  515. 

from  P.  O.  Kimr.  404,  640,  724.  748. 

from  Castlereagh.  480.  488.  53L 

from  Dore,  483. 

from  Paterson.  652. 

Ciating  Point 
muster  at.  185. 

settlers  at.  to  provide  laboar  for  road  making. 
188. 


Kissing  Point 
origin  of  the  name.  188  (note), 
condition  of  settlers  at.  374. 
church  at,  708. 

Labour 

hours  of,  61,  79,  384.  416.  48C.  498,  673. 

Lacey,  James 

evidence  of,  at  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nichols,  590, 
596,  615,  625. 

Lady  Kelson,  The 
a  similar  vessel  to  be  built,  053,  656. 
date  of  sailing  of,  from  England,  676,  705. 

suitable  for  colonial  sarvey  work,  724,  738  and 
note. 

Lady  Shore,  The 
transport,  with  despatches,  191. 
passage  for  recruits  by,  193. 
cargo  of.  195. 
surgeon  for,  199. 

passage  for  Ensign  Prater  by,  203. 
ill-behaved  soldiers  on.  205. 
mutiny  on.  355,  391  et  seq,  413  et  aeq, 
distress  occasioned  by  loss  of.  727. 

Laing,  Surgeon's  Kate 
passenger  on  the  Dedalus.  56. 

Lambert,— 
chief  officer  on  the  Lady  Shore,  392.  414. 

Lancashire,  John  William 

death  sentence  passed  on.  583  and  note. 

evidence  of,  at  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nichols,  601  and 
note.  626 

petition  of,  617,  618. 

letter  of,  to  Kent.  620. 

Lancaster,  The 
convoy  for  Indiamen.  650,  658. 

Land 
cultivation  of  at  Norfolk  Island.  147. 

Land  Grants 
to  Assistant-Surgeon  Jamison,  6. 
informal,  to  convicts,  167.  217. 
to  private  soldiers.  170. 
to  free  settlers.  411. 
to  George  Suttor.  510. 

LaneCk>Te 
muster  at.  185. 

Law 

Judge  Advocate  Hibbiiif,  6, 12. 

stationery  required,  483. 

Hunter's  difference  with  Judge-Advocate  Dore 
548  et  9eq, 

compUcationi  in  adminiftration  of,  &iO. 
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Tank  Stream 
poUution  of,  10,  it,  SO0,  518, 631  and  note. 

Taiman's  Head 
pMMd  by  Flindwi  in  tlie  Norfolk,  806. 

Taamaii  Iflim^ 
and  the  s^ywgt  of  the  Norfolk,  818  and  note. 

Taylor,  Jooepk 

evidence  of,  at  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nichols,  580, 
50»,  024. 

Tea 

exorbitant  price  of,  368,  727. 

Theatre 
built  by  convict,  410  and  note. 

ThompooB,  Teka 
testimony  of,  in  favour  of  Atkins,  128. 

Tkomioii,  Jai. 
free  settler,  358. 
assistant-sunreon  at  Sydney,  382. 

Thorp,  WiUiam 
minwriffht,  124. 
and  Atkins,  445. 

Thorpe,  John  Thomao 
soiyeon  of  the  Bar^'ell,  408. 

Timber 
Colonial  cedar  sent  to  Eniriand,  717. 

Tfmmo,  Xartfai 

official  at  Norfolk  Island,  36. 

Tobacco 
exorbitant  price  of,  367,  727. 

TteBfabbie 

return  of  sick  at,  116, 117. 

passports  to  be  issued  at,  190. 

fltockyard  built  at,  221. 

public  works  at,  in  1797,  341 ;  in  1798,  525 ;  |n 
1799,  754. 

state  of  settlement  at,  02,  OS,  688, 084,  749. 

Toolo 
for  Norfolk  Island,  85. 42. 
deficiency  of,  at  Sydney,  177,  230. 
supply  of,  from  England,  191. 
received  by  the  Banrell  and  the  BulIiRlo,  688L 

TowBsend,  Laaoe  Ciorporal 
stationed  at  Parramatta,  120. 

TowBioii,  CaptaiA 

to  succeed  Ldeutenant-Govemor  King:  at  Norfolk 
Island,  5  (note). 

commandant  at  Norfolk  Uand,  843  and  note, 
408,  448  and  note. 

Hunter's  complaint  respecting^,  448,  787. 


43. 


TranaportatfoB 
system  of  efaactering  laanaports  defective, 
the  law  regarding,  112  H  mq. 
amelioration  of  condition  of 
voyage,  lOS,  235. 

victualling  of  ships  used  for,  28L 
cost  of,  from  1780  to  1797, 376, 377, 


Traaaporta 
llarquis  GomwalUs,  4  and  note,  5and  note,  6 and 

note,  82,  57, 90, 102  eC  Mq. 
Sylph,  52,  50,  215,  229,  897. 
Prince  of  Wales,  52  50, 180,  214, 297. 
Indispensable,  57. 

^  Ganges,  Of,  05,''V7ri4O  ef  uq.,  161,  230, 2S2,  SS4 
and  note,  236. 

-  Britannia,  162,  188  and  note,  214,  290,  234  and 
note,<Sl6,  288r  240  et  ssf.,  284,  843  and  note. 


%  Boddlngtons,  108  and  noteu 

«  Sugar-cane,  103  and  note. 

'  Lady  Shore,  191, 193, 196,  203,  205. 

•  Barwen,  292,298,801,386,  463  €eM9.,  484. 

•  Minerva,  417,  480,  529,  581  and  note. 
'  Friendship,  640. 

•  Lux  St  Ann,  040. 
"UiUsborough,  700, 701, 717. 

Speedy,  723  (note).  \^ 

Trotter,  Captain 

of  the  Susan,  206. 

Trump,  Voak 
private  in  New  South  Wales  Corps,  103. 
witness  in  llarquis  (Ximwallis  inquiry,  105. 

TambvU,  Xr. 
second  mate  of  the  Barwell,  470. 

Tamer,  Thomaa 
evidence  of,  concerning  mutiny  on  tlie  Barwell, 
467. 

TnroaLake 
seen  by  Bass,  317  and  note. 

Twofold  Bay 
discovered  by  Bass,  819  (noteX  829l 
the  Norfolk  anchors  in,  709. 

Underwood,  Jamea 
evidence  of,  at  trial  of  Isaac  Nichols,  005,  GiOw 

Yerior,  Biehard 
evidence  of,  at  trial  of  Isaac  Nichols,  612L 

Vice  Admiralty  Court 
difflculty  in  convening,  196,  453. 
Foveaux  appointed  Judge  of,  447,  448. 
and  the  Barwell  mutiny,  458  «e  409.,  484,  494. 
dedsion  of ,  rv  a  Spanish  prise,  670  and  note. 

Vincent,  Point  St. 
passed  by  Ftindcrs  in  the  Norfolk,  801. 
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XcGizmis  or  XcKexmli,  John 
transferred  from  Plymouth  to  New  Soath  Wales 
Corps,  208,  476, 496  and  note  497, 514  and  note 

r»i9. 

McKellar,  Neil 
of  Xew  South  Wales  Corps,  defendant  v.  Boston, 

88. 

in  chargfe  of  detachment  at  the  Hawkesbury, 
238. 

member  of  Cioort  for  trial  of  Isaac  Nichols,  S84, 

662. 

Xacquaxie  Harhonr 
pa»ed  by  Flinders,  801  (note) 

Uacqaeen,  Thomas 
schoolmaster  at  Norfolk  Island,  1,  2  (note) 

Madras 
liritAnnia  loading  stores  for  New  South  Wales 
ai,  2. 

Magistrates 
Rev.  R.  Johnson  and  BalnuUn  appointed,  137. 

office  of,  usurped  by  military  officers,  171, 172, 
212. 

passports  issued  by,  199. 


Maize 


See  "Ctom." 


Mancell,  Thomas 
private  in   detachment  of   New  South  Wales 

Corps  on  the  Britannia,  268. 
death  of,  269. 

Mansfield,  James 
evidence  of,  at  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nichols,  680, 624. 

Margarot,  Maurice 
one  of  the  Scotch  martyrs,  47. 
application  of,  to  Grose  for  liberation,  22& 
Grose's  reply,  228,  229. 

Marine  Corps 

Hcttlers  from,  219. 
Uollins'srank  in,  412. 

Marka  Point 
and  Bass's  whaleboat  voyage,  817  (noteX 

Marqnis  Comwallis,  transport 
mutiny  on,  4  and  note,  5  and  note,  32, 44, 48, 102, 

et  seq. 
armed  with  guns  from  the  Sirius,  0  (note). 
letters  by,  74 
cattle  by,  from  the  Gape,  608,  504. 

Marsden,  Sev.  Samnel 
forwards  letter  from  Lieutenant  Governor  King 

to  S.  P.  G.,  1. 
testimony  of,  in  favour  of  Atkins,  127. 
inquiry  by,  re  settlers'  grievances,  870  et  mq, 
assistant  to  Rev  R.  Johnson,  436. 
remarks  of,  on  morality  of  the  Colony,  489,  440, 

441,  442. 
treatment  of,  by  llacarthur,  441. 


Marsden,  Rev.  Samnel 
letter  attributed  to,  486. 
and  Judge  Advocate  Dore,  576. 
and  the  missionaries,  782. 

MarshaU,  W.  H. 
intending  emigrant  from  India,  609. 

Martin,  Ambrose 
agent  of  Gospel  Society,  1. 

Martin,  James 
private  in  New  South  Wales  Ck>rps,  103. 
witness  in  Marquis  ComwalUs  inquire',  103. 

Mercury,  The 
American  sMp,  344  and  note. 

Middleton,  Charles 
Comptroller  of  the  Navy,  75  and  note. 

Mileham,  Smgeon 

of  the  Ganges,  142,  286. 
treatment  of,  by  Ensign  Brock,  143. 
assistant  at  Parramatta,  382. 
to  return  to  Sydney,  672. 

Military 
convict  expirees  as  Indian  army  recruits,  2,  3 
and  note. 

Captain  George  Johnston  to  relieve  King  at 
Norfolk  Island,  5  and  note. 

dwelling  house  of  John  Baoghn  wrecked  by 
soldiers,  15,  16  and  note,  17,  64  and  notes, 
66,  294  and  notes,  885  and  note. 

assumption  of  civil  functions  by,  171, 172,  212, 
213 

privileges  extended  to,  178. 

See  also  "  New  South  Wales  Corps.** 

Mill 
at  Norfolk  Island,  160. 
at  Sydney,  176,  234. 
at  Parramatta,  176. 
disabled  by  convicts  at  Sydney,  213. 
plan  of,  sent  by  Portland,  301,  302. 

Millwright 
dismissal  of,  234. 

Millbank  Prison 
designed  by  Howard  and  the  Bentham  Brothers, 
673  (note). 

Miller,  William 
evidence  of,  at  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nichols,  007, 027. 

Minchin,  Ensign 
conduct  of,  at  and  after  the  mutiny  on  the  Lady 
Shore,  392,  418. 

Minerva,  The 
delay  in  despatch  of,  417,  480,  629, 681  and  note. 
696. 

medical  charge  of  oooTicto  by,  488. 
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White,  Snrffoon 
to  retam  st  once  to  New  South  Wales,  63  and 
note. 

or  rerign,  07. 

eaoceeded  by  Balmain,  101, 20& 

UnihinMA,  Wm.,  Captain 
a  member  of  the  Oourt  in  the  Barwell  mutiny 
inquiry,  454. 

and  the  Isaac  Nichols  trial,  M9. 

Wilooeki,  Captain 
of  the  LAdy  Shore,  101  (noteX 
requesting  a  suigeon  be  appointed,  109. 
action  of,  re  unruly  soUieni  206  and  note, 
and  the  mutiny,  392  et  uq.,  414. 
killed  by  the  mutineers,  308. 

?niliamt,  Xoses 
outlawed  convict,  207. 

'^UlaiBBOn,  James 

Oommissao'i  vice  Palmer  on  leave,  78,  86, 137, 

les. 

prevenUon  of  fraud  by,  when  iMniing  stores,  40&. 
and  Judge  Advocate  Dion,  668,  670. 
and  the  Isaao  Nichols  trial,  611  (noteX 
promissozy  note  of,  600. 
letter  fr(»n— 
to  Hunter,  403. 

Wilson,  John 
outlawed  convict,  307. 

Wilson,— 
colonial  explorer,  826. 


Wilson's  Promontorr 
discovered  by  Bass^  321. 
ori^  of  name  of,  326  (noteX 

Windham,  W. 
and  Grose's  offer  re  angmentatiOD  of  New  Sooth 
Wales  Corps,  62, 194, 106,  206. 

notifying  embarication  of   reinforcements    for 
New  South  Wales  Corps,  20L 

and  English  offenders  serving  in  New  South 
Wales  Corps,  614. 

Windmills 
necessity  for,  137. 
disabled  by  convicts,  213. 
at  Sydney,  220. 
at  Parrmmstta,  221. 
destroyed  by  severe  storm,  670. 

Winganlnlat 
Baas  lands  at,  319  (noteX 

Winkworth,  Captain 
inqi^res  into  charges  preferred  against  Ensign 

Wise,  Edward 
master  weaver,  iS2  and  note, 
advance  made  to,  748  and  note, 
drowned  on  the  voyage,  748  (noteX 

Womon 
female  convicts,  57,  6T,  162,  182,  IWL  291,  SS7, 
608,  686,  686  and  note. 

Tovng  William,  The 
des^^hes  by,  06,  232. 


Sydney  :  Cbatles  Potter,  Government  Printer.— 1895. 
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Hew  South  Wales 
destructive  storm  at  Sydney,  070. 

importation  of  spirits  into,  from  East  Indies, 
725,  728. 

a  field  for  missionar}'  labours,  731,  732. 

duties  on  imports  to,  740. 

silver  coinai^e  requisite  for,  741. 

exploration  of,  810  et  seq. 

Hew  South  Wales  Corps 

outrage  by  soldiers  of,  15,  16  and  note,  17  and 
note,  18,  19,  20,  21,  22,  04  and  notes,  66,  294 
and  notes,  3^5  and  note,  430. 

officers  of,  indignant  at  conduct  of  Surgeon  Bal- 
main,  22. 

Rowley,  Thomas,  adjutant  of,  22  and  note. 

Brabyn,  John,  ensign  in,  34. 

proposed  augmentation  of,  62, 193, 194, 198, 205, 
649. 

composition  of,  05. 

Hunter's  opinion  of,  65. 

Portland's  reply  thereto,  204. 

muster  roll  of,  1795-96,  55  and  note,  194,  231. 

order  respecting  augmentation  of,  counter- 
manded, 196. 

undesirable  recruits  for,  65  and  note,  193. 

detachment  of,  for  Norfolk  Island,  70. 

additional  officers  for,  96. 

officers  of,  form  a  criminal  court,  183. 

return  of  officers  of,  187,  336,  626. 

Ensign  Crofton,  192. 

service  of,  outside  colony,  194. 

embarkation  of  reinforcements  for,  201. 

Ensign  Prater,  203. 

return  of  pay  of,  231, 

Burne,  William,  lieutenant  in,  on  the  Britannixk, 
241. 

unsoldierlike  conduct  of,  294. 

John  McOinnes,  private  in,  208,  476,  496,  407, 
514  and  note. 

and  the  Lady  Shore  mutiny,  391  et  teq. 

and  the  Harwell  mutiny,  454  et  acq. 

John  Brown,  private  in,  465. 

service  in,  for  English  offenders,  298,  476,  196 
and  note,  497,  514  and  note,  519. 

expirees  not  eligible  for  service  in,  640i 

barrack  utensils  required  for,  660. 

See  also  "Officers." 

Kewton,  The  ReT.  John 
letter  from,  to  the  Rev.  Richard  Johnson,  90l 

Kew  Zealand 
natives  of,  as  flax  dressers,  15S. 

Viohols,  Isaac 
Hunter's  comments  on  trial  of,  580  et  teg.,  658, 
659,  660,  663,  664. 

Hunter's  testimony  in  favour  of,  581. 
trial  of,  proceedings  at,  5S4  et  seq. 
defence  of,  at  trial,  596  et  seq. 
sentence  passed  on,  609. 
and  suspension  of,  609,  611. 


Nichols,  Isaac 
letter  of,  to  Court  of  Inquiry',  616,  617 

Captain  Waterhouse's   comments  on  trial  of, 
623,  et  seq. 

Lieutenant  Flinders'  comments  on  trial  of,  623 
et  seq. 

officers'  comments  on  trial  of,  661,  662. 

Kinety-mile  Beach 
passed  by  Boss  in  his  whaleboat,  320. 

Norfolk  Island 
education  at,  1,  2  (note),  160. 

Captain  Johnson  to  relieve  Lieutenant-Governor 
King  at,  5  and  note.   / 

Hibbins,  judge-advocate  at,  5  and  note,  11,  74. 

price  of  wheat  at,  456  and  note,  7,  666. 

land  grants  at,  6. 

return  of  officials  at,  6,  7, 145, 154,  810,  479. 

chaplain  required  at,  8. 

courts  of  justice  at,  5  and  note,  12  and  note* 
13,  14,  85,  61,  74,  191,  404. 

food,  clothing,  tools,  hospital  necessaries  for, 
35. 

detachment  of  Corps  sent  to,  70. 

insufficient  number  of  officers  at,  76. 

expenses  of,  82, 158,  388,  477,  478,  686,  735, 736, 
737. 

return  of  convicts  at,  145,  311. 

census  of,  146. 

cultivation  at,  147, 148, 149, 150,  234. 

bananas  and  sugar-cane  grown  at,  150. 

live  stock  at,  150,  811. 

pork  at,  151,  234,  343,  389, 409,  491,  692, 735 

self-supporting  settlers  at,  152. 

goats  and  poultry  at,  152. 

capabilities  of ,  as  a  colony,  153. 

flax  culture  at,  153, 154. 

hours  of  labour  at,  155. 

provisions  produced  at,  156. 

King's  suggestions  respecting,  156. 

settlers  supported  from  the  store  at,  157« 

public  buildings  at,  159. 

settlers'  huts  at,  160. 

climate  of,  160, 161,  486. 

births  and  deaths  at,  1791-96, 161, 

cloth  weaving  at,  101. 

King's  services  at,  221, 222. 

mutiny  at,  222  and  note. 

unnecessary-  to  obtain  grain  from,  for  New  South 
Wales,  233. 

wheat  sent  to,  from  New  South  Wales,  284,  23d 

Kent  suggested  as  King's  successor  at,  287. 

failure  of  wheat  cultivation  at,  843, 400. 

ship  building  at,  forbidden,  843. 

disabtUties  of  settlers  at,  344, 408. 

advantage  of  public  store  at,  844. 

expense  of  transportation  to,  876,  377. 

advice  to  settlers  at,  380. 

Wentworth,  assistant  surgeon  at,  882. 

impoverished  settlers  at,  300. 

printing  press  for,  404. 

boat  buUt  at,  406. 
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Orders,  Oovernment  and  General 
appointing  Williamson  commiMftiy,  187. 

frequent  robberies  neoeseitate  more  gaol  acoom- 
modation,  139. 

issue  of  proviflionB,  144,  333,  334. 

false  certiflcatea  of  sentences  of   convicto,  163 
and  note,  164 

Sydney  divided  into  districts  and  houses  num- 
bered, 165. 

appointment  of  constables  and  watchmen,  165, 
182,  307,  613  and  note. 

general  muster,  185,  291,  299,  353,  410. 

seed  wheat  issued  to  settlers  to  be  repaid  from 
urops,  186. 

roml  making,  188, 189, 102,  237,  200,  412. 

issue  of  certificates  of  freedom,  189,  208,  291, 
350,  403,  679. 

alteration  in  issue  of  rations,  190,  834,  494,  664 
and  note. 

fixing  scale  of  wages,  196, 197,  204,  298. 

passports,  190,  304. 

fraudulent  conduct  of  bakers,  234. 

absconding  convicts,  207, 725. 

notifying  Balmain's  appointment  assurgeon,  vice 
White,  208. 

setUers  to  assist  in  thatching  new  gaol,  209. 

reward  for  discovery  of  authors  of  anonymous 
pamphlet,  231,  359. 

ration  of  fresh  pork,  280. 

owners  of  live  stock  to  furnish  return,  283,  417, 
530. 

return  required  of  area  cultivated,  284, 417,  530. 

officers'  servants,  290,  448. 

prevalence  of  forgeries,  904,  806. 

punishment  of  perjurers,  305. 

warning  to  intending  escapees,  307,  35L 

precautions  re  bush  fires,  309. 

useless  dogs  to  be  destroyed,  312. 

reward  for  arrest  of  incendiaries,  834. 

defaulting  debtors,  353. 

issue  of  wh^it  in  lieu  of  sugar,  362. 

fixing  the  price  of  maize,  377,  378. 

granary  regulations,  378. 

advice  to  Norfolk  Island  settlers,  380. 

interchange  of  assistant-surgeons,  382,  672. 

convict  servants  assigned  to  ofl^cers,  384,  308. 

appointment  of  Dore  as  Judge- Advocate,  402 

prevention  of  monopoly,  402. 

all  weights  and  measures  to  bear  the  Govern- 
ment stamp,  406,  447,  531. 

Dore  appointed  Governor's  secretary,  407. 

approval  of  officers'  agreement,  408. 

prohibiting  formation  of  illegal  society,  400. 

seamen  on  shore  after  hours,  412,  413. 

verbal  agreements  undesirable,. 446. 

renewal  of  spirit  vending  licenses,  447. 

non-observance  of  religion,  472. 

hog  breeding,  487. 

approval  of  Hunter's  orders  by  Portland,  489. 

the  church  burnt  down,  405  and  note. 

convicts  exempt  from  arrest  for  debt,  495. 

duties  of  female  convicts,  508. 


Orders,  Oovernment  and  General 
ofiicers'  female  servants,  51L 
meeting  of  civil  court  postponed,  513,  514,  52S. 
the  prevention  of  fires,  514. 

appointment  of  John  Oowan,  storekeeper,  rice 
Stephenson,  527. 

debts  to  be  recovered  in  civil  court,  529. 

Nelson's  victory  at  Aboukir  Bay,  639. 

duration  of  sentence  of  Irish  convicts,  671. 

Surgeon  Wentworth  replaces  Mileham  at  Parra- 
matta,  672. 

price  of  pork,  075. 

celebration  of  the  King's  birthday,  676. 

convening  a  meeting  to  confer  with  Hunter,  678 
and  note. 

dereliction  of  duty  by  constables,  685  and  note. 

bod  conduct  of  female  convicts,  606,  6S5,  680 
and  note. 

warning  to  persons  harbouring  escapees,  72St. 

Ordnance  and  ammunition 
supply  of.  for  the  Colony,  656,  657. 

Otaheite 

missionar>'  refugees  from,  487, 707  and  note,  731 

Otter,  The 

Muir  effects  his  escape  in,  29,  SO,  47, 198. 

Otway,  Wm.  A. 

transport  commissioner,  640. 

Owens,  James 

charged  with  mutiny  on  the  Bar^'oll,  454. 

Paine,  Daniel 
boatbuilder,  succeeded  by  Thomas  Moore,  115. 

Palmer,  Commissary 
bearer  of  challenge  from  Balmain  to  Macarthur, 

21  and  note, 
projected  departure  of,  for  England,  72, 13C. 
on  mode  of  keeping  accounts,  99, 100  and  note, 
and  Atkins,  124. 

passenger  per  the  Britannia  to  England,  106, 

177. 
and  Captain  Waterhouse,  288. 
increase  of  salary  to,  293. 
memorial  of,  342  and  note, 
instructions  to,  500,  501,  502,  503. 
letter  from — 

to  Atkins,  440. 

Palmer,  T.  P. 
one  of  the  Scotch  mar^jm,  47. 
must  serve  full  sentence,  98,  111,  139  and  note. 

Park,  Mnngo 
and  colonUl  exploration,  883  and  note,  481  and 
note,  4S5  and  note,  491,  693  and  note. 

Parramatta 

granary  at,  30. 

muster  at,  32,  59, 185, 190,  217  291,  353, 410. 

garrison  at,  59. 
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Porpoise,  The 
weaving  implemenfai  shipped  by,  375. 
clothing  ihipped  by,  376. 

plant-cabin  on,  407  and  note,  470  and  note,  480 
and  note,  485,  497,  499  and  note,  508,  515,527, 
.535,  539,  540,  543,  644,  646,  656,  658,  672,  675, 
67y,  7<>5,  709,  718,  724,739. 

pork  sent  by,  376,  491. 

list  of  seeds  in  plant-cabin  of,  498. 

to  load  coal  and  timber  for  the  Cape,  518,  519. 

detention  of,  530,  635,  645,  654,  656,  677,  679, 
080,  705, 748. 

bad  8ea-}(oing  qualities  of,  534,  586,  587,  588, 
540,  541,  543,  545,  546. 

weight  of  plant  boxes  on,  542,  544. 

in  dock,  644,  647. 

coal-boring  plant  shipped  on,  649,  651. 

passage  for  Barallier  on,  652  and  note. 

copper  coinage  shipped  by,  656  and  note,  657, 671. 

ordnance  and  anununiUon  shipped  on,  657. 

projected  departure  of,  658  and  note. 

departure  and  return  of,  disabled,  71S. 

how  designed  and  built,  710,  720,  721. 

replaced  by  the  Infanta  Amelia,  723  and  note. 

Portland,  Cape 
named  by  Hunter,  777. 

Portland,  Bake  of 
condemns  King's  purchase  of  pork  at  Norfolk 
Island,  51. 

on  extravagance  of  management  in  Xcw  South 
Wales,  91,  96,  203. 

Indian  army  recruiting  scheme  condemned  by, 
301. 

Hunter's  despatch  to  r€  the  Isaac  Nichols  trial, 
658,  659,  660. 

censures  Hunter  and  recalls  him,  738. 

letters  from — 

to  Huiiter,  50,  01,  95,  08,  138,  190,  103,  195, 
201,  293,  301,  357, 375,  489,  512, 510,686, 663, 
055,733. 

to  H.  Dundas,  517,  725. 

to  C.  F.  GrevUle,  652. 

to  Board  of  Ordnance,  656. 

to  Admiralty  CommlMioners.  723. 
letters  to— 

from  P.  G.  King,  7,  26,  221,  722. 

from  Hunter,  30,  38,  42,  45,  46,  48,  64,  69,  71, 
75,  76,  82,  88,  85,  87,  89,  90,  101,  102, 129, 
137,  166,  174,  180,  18S,  214,  228,  281,  277, 
284,  343,  350,  363,  365,  885,  406,  418,  448, 
449,  476,  483,  492,  504,  547,  579,  658,  666, 
686,  690,  700,  715,  740,  741. 

from  R.  Dundas,  111. 

from  Maoarthur,  131. 

from  H.  Dundas,  190. 

from  Sinclair,  209. 

from  Hogan,  299. 

from  Collins,  310. 

from  Rev.  R.  Johnson,  416. 


Potatoes 
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Pound 
erection  of  first,  20L 


Prater,  Enaign 
to  have  a  passage  on  the  Lady  Shore,  208. 
and  the  mutiny  thereon,  394,  415. 

Prentice,  Captain 
in  New  South  Wales  Corps,  205  (note),      a 
and  Judge- Advocate  Dore,  575. 

Preservation  Island 
wreck  of  the  Sydney  Cove  at,, 
(note),  76a 

^isited  by  Flinders  and  Bass,  774. 
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Prince  of  Wales,  The 

transport,  52. 
clothing  by,  56. 
proceeds  to  China,  180. 
despatches  by,  214. 

Printing  Press 
required  for  Norfolk  Island,  404. 

Prospect  Hill 
settlers  at,  to  provide  labour  for  road  making, 

183. 

condition  of  settlers  at,  378. 
•  explorers  arrive  at  and  depart  from,  828. 

Providence,  Tke 
persons  landed  at  Norfolk  Island  from,  8  and 
note. 

Provisions 
from  India,  2,  60,  401. 
price  of  wheat,  4  and  note. 

at  Norfolk  Island,  4,  5,  6  and  note,  7,  86, 152, 
156,158. 

by  the  Britannia,  49,  69,  233. 

exorbitant  prices  pidd  for,  91. 

purchased  at  Beng^  and  Batavia,  04. 

supply  of,  from  England  for  1707,  06, 190. 

by  the  Ganges,  07, 233. 

purchased  from  an  American  ship,  101,  297. 

issue  of,  144,  806,  383,  384. 

high  price  of,  result  of  monopoly,  182. 

benefit  of  public  store  for  issue  of,  210,  844,300, 
641,  642  and  note,  643,  692,  735. 

purchase  of  sugar  by  Hunter,  224  and  DOle. 

fish  salted  in  the  oolony,  233,  284  and  notou 

price  paid  for  pork  at  Sydney,  280, 207, 607, 676. 

from  the  Cape,  by  the  Buffalo,  867. 

frauds  on  the  stores,  403. 

fresh  in  lieu  of  salt,  512. 

Provost-manhal 

appointment  of  Smyth,  viet  Brewer,  87, 88  and 
note,  85,  115,  206. 

Pmen,  Port 
visited  by  Fllndart  in  the  Norfolk,  81L 

Public  Works 
at  Sydn^  in  1707,  886,  8S7,  888,  380;  in  1708, 
521,  522,  523 ;  in  1700,  760,  761,  761 
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at  Parramatta  in  1797,  839,  340 ;  in  179S,  524, 

525 ;  in  1799,  753,  754. 
at  Toongahbie  in  1797,  341 ;    in  1796,  525,  526  ; 

in  17W.  754. 

Pnrcell,  Henry  James 
private  in  detachment  of  New  South  Wales  Oorps 

on  the  Britannia,  267. 
depositions  of,  re  treatment  <A  convicts  on,  267. 

Queenhorongh 

a  settlement  at  Norfollc  Island,  159. 

Bam  Head 
passed  by  Bass  in  his  whaleboat,  S19. 
passed  by  Flinders  in  the  Norfollc,  816. 

Xashleigrh,  Peter 

assists  in  procuring  plants  for  the  Colony,  479 
and  note,  480  and  note. 

Bations 
to  soldiers  and   free  people,  10,  62,  494,  664 
(note.) 

issued  to  free  people  Mid  convicts,  16,  62, 190, 
306,  494,  495,  664  (note). 

to  soliiers  on  Marquis  Ciomwallis,  33. 

to  convicts  on  Marquis  Comwallis,  34. 

wheat  to  be  issued  in  lieu  of  flour,  50. 

alteration  in  issue  of,  62, 190,  494,  664  and  note. 

issue  of,  at  Norfolk  Island,  152. 

<A.  wheat,  reduced,  306. 

of  maize  i»ued  to  convicts,  333. 

original  standard  to  be  reverted  to,  334. 

wheat  in  lieu  of  sugar,  .362. 

to  be  issued  to  George  Caley,  517. 

Baven,  Captain 
of  the  Britannia  2,  214,  284. 


/^. 


ibecca,  The 

arrival  of,  from  the  Cape,  639. 


Bed  Point 
passed  by  Bass  in  his  whaleboat,  330. 

Beid,Hngh 
first  officer  of  Marquis  Comwallis,  107. 

witness  re  mutiny  thereon,  107. 

Beliance,  H.M.8. 

to  convey  military  officers  to  Norfolk  Island,  2 

and  note. 
Lieutenant-Governor  King  to  embark  on,  for 

Port  Jaclcson,  5. 

flour  reserved  for,  62. 

to  ship  live  stock  at  the  Cape,  90, 136  (note). 

Bass  surgeon  on,  237. 

live  stock  from  the  Cape  by,  237  and  note,  238, 
277,  287  and  note. 

unseaworthy  condition  of,  307,  308,  346, 863, 408. 

defects  in  design  of,  719. 


Beli^on 
Rev.  R.  Johnson's  comments  on,  433. 
Surgeon  Amdell's  remarks  respecting.  433. 
Rev.  S.  Marsden's  observation  on,  439,  440,  441. 

487  and  note, 
neglect  of,  472,  473,  n4. 
church  wilfully  burnt,  495  and  note,  505. 
foundations  of   St.    Phillip's   and    St.  John's 
churches  laid,  505. 

Bemnant,  James 
evidence  of,  at  the  trial  of  Isaac  Nichols.  588,  (S4. 

Betnm 

of  Norfolk  Island  officials,  6,  7, 145. 

of  state  of  New  South  Wales,  81.  02, 03,  083, 6)^ 
749. 

of  provisions  purchased  at  Bengal  and  Batavia, 
94. 

of  births  and  deaths,  first  half-year  of  1796. 94. 

of  sick  at  settlements  in  New  South  Wales,  116, 
117,  452,  710. 

of  civil  establishments  of  New  South  Wales,  13?- 

of  convicts  at  Norfolk  Island,  145. 

of  ground  cleared  at  Norfolk  Island.  149. 

of  grain  grown  at  Norfolk  Island,  149. 

of  live  stock  at  Norfolk  Island,  150. 

of  cost  of  rations  at  Norfolk  Island,  1S2,  i;»& 

of  expense  of  erecting  'public  bnildingB  aft  Nor- 
folk Island.  159. 

of  births  and  deaths  at  Norfolk  Island.  1791-1796. 
161. 

of  officers  of  New  South  Wales  Corps,  187,  336. 

of  New  South  Wales  Corps,  194. 

of  rates  of  wages,  196. 

of  pay  of  New  South  Wales  Corps,  23L 

of  live  stock  from  the  Cape,  277. 

of  Uve  stock,  81,  99,  287,  841,  452,  HG. 

of  area  cultivated,  287,  341.  452,  716. 

of  labour  at  Sydney,  336,  521,  750. 

and  Parramatta,  339,  524,  753. 

and  Toongabbie,  341,  526,  754. 

of  births  and  deaths,  1797-98,  452;  17»-1T«. 
710. 

of  expenses  from  Sept.  1,  1796,  to  June  SO, 
1798,  478. 

mode  of  making  out,  687. 

irregular  transmission  of,  to  England,  715,  7^ 

Bichardson,  William 
schoobnaster  at  Norfolk  Island,  2  (noteX 
salary  paid  to,  184. 

Bichard8on,]Ir. 
officer  of  the  Marquis  Comwallis,  4,  llOi 

Bicketts,  Thos. 
chief  officer  of  the  Britannia,  241. 
deposition  of,  re  treatment  of  convicts,  244, 24i. 
Captain  Dennott's  regulations  for  guidance  of, 
272. 

Bidont,WiUiam 
and  the  Macarthur- Atkins  quarrel,  124,  445. 


